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SECTION L 
(Dronabhistka Farm.) 

Having fottrtd doitn to Haryana, and Hara thi ftrtmcSi rf malt brings, 
ai aha /a tht goddtst Saraswati . t nast tfu word Jay a bt ut/tnd . 

Janamrjaya said,— “Hearing tbit his sire DevavraU of unrivalled vigor 
and sturdiness and might and energy and prowess lad been slain by 
Sikbandin tho prince of ihe Panchalas, whit, indeed, O regenerate Fisbi, did 
the powerful king Dhriurafhtra with eyes bathed in tears do ? 0 illustrious one, 
his 9on (Duryodhana) wished for sovereignty after vanquishing those mighty 
bowmen, era, the sons o i Panda, through Bbishma and Drona and other great 
car-warriors. TelJ me, O thou that hast wealth of asceticism, all that he of 
Kuril's race did after that chief of all bowmen had been slain T 

Vaisampayana said,— '‘Hearing that his sire had been slain, king 
Dhritnrashtra of Kuril's race, filled with anxiety and giicf, obtained no peace 
of mind. And while he of Karo’s race was thus continually brooding over that 
sorrow, Gavalgani's son of pure soul once more came to him. Then, 0 
monarch, DhritarasbtTa, the son of Amvila, addressed Sanjaya, who had that 
night come back from the camp to the city called after the elephant. With a 
heart rendered exceedingly cheerless in consequence of his having heard of 
Bhishnu's slaughter, and desirous of the victory of his sons, he indulged in 
these lameniabons in great distress. 

,4 Dhritarasbtra said,— 'After having wept for the high-aouled Bh ; shma of 
terrible prowess, what, O son, did the Kanravas, urged by fate, nest do ? 
Indeed, wbco that high-souled and invincible hero was slain, what did the 
Kaurava* do, sunk as they were in an ocean of grief ? Indeed, that swelling 
and highly cffccient host of the high-sou led Pandtras, would, O Sanjaya, 
excite the keenest fears of even the three worlds 1 Tell me, therefore. O 
Sanjaya, what the (assembled) kings did after Dcvavrata, that bull of Kum's 
race, had fallen l 

“Sanjaya said,— 'listen. O king, with undivided attention, to me as I 
recite what thy sons did after Devivrita had been slaughtered in battle. 
When Bbishma, O monarch, of prowess incapable of being baffled, was slain, 
thy warriors as also the Pandava* both reflected by themselves (on the 
situation). Reflecting on the duties of the Kshatriya order, they were filled 
aithVor.der and joy ; but acting according to those dauet of their own order, 
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they all bowed to tha: high-*ou!ed warrior/ Then those tigers among men 
contrived for Bhishma of immeasurable prowess a bed with a pillow made of 
straight shafts. And having made arrangements for Bhishma’s protection, they 
addressed one another (in pleasant converse). Then bidding Gang a's son their 
fir 'well and walking round him, and looking at one another with eyes rod in 
anger, those Kshatriyai, urged by fate, once more went out against one 
anothet for battle. Then, by the blare of trumpets and the beat of drums, the 
divisions of thy army, as also those of the foe, unrobed out After the fall 
of Ganga’s son, O king, and when the best port of the day had passed away, 
yielding to the influence of wrath, with hearts afflicted by fate, and disregard- 
ing the words, worthy of acceptance, of the higb-souled Bhishma, those 
foremost ones of BbaraU's race went out with great speed, armed with 
weapons. In consequence of thy folly and thy son’s and of tlve slaughter of 
Santanu’s aoo, the Kauravas with all the kings seemed to he summoned hy 
Death himself. The Kurus, deprived of Deravrata, were filled with great 
anxiety, and resembled a herd of goats and sheep without a herdsman, in a 
forest abounding with beasts of prey. Indeed, after the fall of tint foremost 
one of Bharata’s race, the Kuru host looked like the firmament divested of 
stars, or like the sky without the atmosphere, or like the Earth with blasted 
crop*, or like an oration disfigured by bad grammar/ or like the Aswr* 
host of old after Vali had been smitten down ; or dke a beautiful damsel de- 
prived of husband, J or like a river whose waters have dried uf\ or like a roe 
deprived of heT mate and encompassed in the woods by wolves ; or like a 
specious mountain-cave with its lion killed by a SanMa.i Indeed, 0 chief 
of the Bharatas, the Bharata host, on the fall of t «anga's son, became like a 
frail boat on the bosom of ihe ocean, teased by a tempest blowing from every 
side. Exceedingly afflicted by the mighty and heroic Pandavas of sure aim, 
the Kaurava host, with its steeds, car-warriors and elephants, much troubled, 
became exceedingly distressed, helple**, and panic-struck. And the frightened 
kings and the common soldiers, no longer relying upon one another, of that 
army, deprived of Devarrau, seemed to sink into the nethermost region of the 
world. Then the Kauravas remembered Kama, who, indeed, is equal to 



. I* ne this verse, as read in the Bengal text, is certainly 

vicious. I follow the Bombry reading. Instead of A>rahnihtauha % the 
Bombay text reads PraMilUaMtka. and for Vxuunfatt it reads nttaryaU. 
The second line, as Tead in the Bengal text, seems to rae to be correct, the 
Bombay reading being objectionable. NiUkantha explains, the they uundcrtd 
because the slaughter of even a reverend superior was not sinful • and tlwy 
were &ad t because that slaughter in battle opened to the victim the way to 
heaven. — T. 

t Literally, like an oration teeming with unrefined expressions.— T. 

* 1 e - de P rived ot mh «‘ *nd ornaments because of ber widowhood— 
than the^onf— t!* * * eight lcg5 IU P^ d * be monger 
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Devavrata himself. All hearts turned to that foremost of all wielded of arm?, 
that one resembling a guest resplendent (with learning and ascetic austerities). 
And all hearts turned to him, as the heart of a ruin in distress turneth to a 
friend capable of relieving that distress. And, O Bharau, the kings then 
cried out saying,— Kama, Kama ! The son of Radha, our friend, that non of 
a 5»/4, that one who is ever prepared to lay down his life in battle 1 Endued 
with great fame, Kama, with his followers and friends, did not fight for these 
ten days I 0, summon him soon I That mighty-timed hero, in tbc presence 
of all the Kshatriyas, during the tale of valiant and mighty car-warriors, was by 
Bhtsbma classed as an Ar&kar*!ha< although that bull among men is equal to 
two Mahcvathai 1 Even thus was ht classed during the tale of Raihai and 
Atirafhat, h* that is the foremost (of all Rathai a*J Atiratkai\ h* that is res- 
pected by all heroes, ht that would veuture to fight even with Yama, Kuvera, 
Varuna, and Iodra r Through anger caused by this, O king, he had said unto 
Ganga's son these words : — As long as thou livest, O thou of Kuru*s race, I 
will never fight I If thou, however, sjcoeedest in slaying the sons of Pandu 
tn great battle, I shall, 0 Kauravya, with Duryodhana’s permission, retire into 
the woods ! If, on the other hand, thou, O Bhlshma, slain by the Pandavas, 
attained to heaven, I shall then, on a single car, slay all of them, whom thou 
regardest as great car-warriors I — Having said this, the mighty-armed Kama 
of great fame, with thy ron's approval, did not fight for the first ten days. 
Bhishrna, of great prowoss in battle and of immeasurable might, slew, O 
Bhofa’.i, a very large number of warriors belonging to Yudhishthira’s army ! 
When, however, that hero of sure aim and great encTgy was slain, thy sons 
thought of Kama, like persons desirous of crossing a river thinking of a boat. 
Thy warriors and thy sons, together with all the kings, cried out, saying,— 
Kama ! And they all sack— Even this is the time for the display of his 
prowess !— Our hearts then turned to that Kama who derived his knowledge 
of weapons from Jamadagni's son, and whose prowess is incapable of being 
resisted \ He, indeed, O king, is competent to save us from great dangers, 
like Govinda always saving the celestials from great dangers !' M 

Vaisampayana continued,— M Unto Sanyiya who was thus repeatedly 

applauding Kama, Dhritarashtra, sighing like a snake, said these words. 

“Dhritarasbtra said,— '[I understand] that the hearts of all of you turned 
towards Vikartana’s son Kama, and that all of you, again, saw that son of 
Radha, that hero of the S*ta caste, ever prepared to lay down hia life in battle 
I hope that hero of pcoweas incapable of being baffled, did not falsify tbc 
expectations of Duryodhana and his brothers, all of whom were then afflicted 
with grief and fear, and desirous of being relieved from their danger. When 
Bhisbnu, that refuge uf the Kauravai, was slain, could Kama, that foremost 
of bowmen, succeed in filling up the gap caused ? Filling up that gap, could 
Kama inspire tbc foe with fear f Could he also crown with fruit the hopes, 
entertained by my sons, of victory 7 n 
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“San jay* S3iid, — Then Adhirath&’s son of the Safa caste, knowing that 
Bbishma had been slain, became desirous of rescuing, like a brother, thy son's 
army from the distress Into which it had fallen, and which then resembled a 
boat sunk in the fathomless ocean. [Indeed - ), O king, having heard that 
that mighty car-warrior and foremost of men, that hero of unfading glory, tu, 
Santanu’s son, bad been thrown down (from his car), that grinder of foes, that 
foremost of all wieldcrs of bows* »*., Kama, soon came (to the field of 
battle). When that best of car-warriors, fir., Bbishma, was slain by the foe, 
Kama speedily came there, desirous of rescuing the Ki m host which 
resembled a boat sunk in the ocean, like a sire desirous of rescuing his 
childen. 

* ‘And Kama (addressing the soldiers) said —That Bhiahma in whom 
were firmess, intelligence, prawea, vigor, truth, self-restraint, and all the virtues 
of a hero, as also celestial weapons, and humility, and modesty, agreeable speech, 
and freedom from malice, when that cvcr-gnteiul Bhiahma, that slayer of the 
foes of Brahmans, in whom weie these attributes as permanently as Lakskmi in 
the Moon, alas, when that Bhisbma, that slayer of hostile heroes, bath 
received his quietus* I regard all other heroes as already slain ! In conse- 
quence of the eternal connection (of all things) with work, nothing exists in 
this world that is imperishable. When Bbishma of high vows hath been 
slain, who is there that would take upon himself to say with certitude that 
tomorrow's sun will rise ? When be that was endued with prowess equal to that 
of the Vaiut % he that was bom of the energy of the Vaim t when he, that ruler 
of tbc earth, hath once more been united with the* Ka/ws, grieve ye, therefore, foe 
your possessions and children, for this Earth and the Kurus, and this host !• — 

“.San jay a continued,— “Upon the fall of that boon-giving hero of great 
might, that lord of the world, vit. % Santanu's son of great energy, and upon the 
(consequent) defeat of the Bharatas, Kama, with cheerless heart and eyes filled 
with tears, began to console (the Dhartarashtras). Hearing these words of 
Radba’s son, thy ions, O monarch, and thy tToops, began to wail aloud and 
shed copious tears of grief corresponding with the loudness of those waibt. 
When, however, the dreadful battle once more took place and the Kaurava 
divisions, urged on by the kings, once more set up loud shouts, that bull 
among mighty car-warriors, nr., Kama, then addressed the great car-warriors 

* The sense seems to be, that when such a one hath been slain, what is 
there on earth that is not subject to destruction ? Ye, should, therefore, 
grieve for your wealth, children, &c., as things already gone.— T, 

t There is a slight difference of reading in this ihka as it occurs in the 
Bombay text The sense se«ns to be, that since everything h destined to 
death, why should I fear to do my duly. — T. 
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{of the fCaurava army) am! said words which caused them great delight.— In 
this transient world everything is continually running (towards the jaws of 
Death). Thinking of this, I regard everything as ephemeral. When, however, 
all of you were here, how could Bhishma, that bull among the Kurus, 
immovable as a hill, be thrown down from his car ? When that mighty car- 
warrior, rf*., the son of Santana, hath been overthrown, who even now lieth 
on the ground like the Sun himself dropped (from the firmament) the Kuru 
kings arc scarcely competent to bear Dhananjaya, like trees incapable of 
bearing the mountain wind- I shall, however, now protoct, as that high- 
aouled one did, this helpless Kuru host of cheerless mien, whose foremost 
warriors have already been slain by the foe ! Let this burden now devolve 

on me. I see that this universe is transient, since that 

foremost of heroes hath been slain in battle. Why shall I, then, 
cherish any fear of battle ? Careering, therefore, on the field 
I shall despatch those bulls of Kuru's race, (ns., the Pundavas), to Yama's 
abode by meaus of my straight shafts. Regarding fame os the highest 
object in the world, I shall slay them in battle, or, slain by the foe, 
shall sleep on the field I Yudbishthira is possessed of firmness, intelligence, 
virtue, and might. Vrikodara is equal to an hundred elephants in prowess, 
Arjuna is young and is the son of the chief of the celestials. The 
Pandava host, therefere, is not capable of being easily defeated by the 
very celestials. That force in which arc the twin?, each resembling Yama 
himself, that force in which are Satyaki and the son of Dcvaki, that force 
is like the jaws of Death. No coward, approaching it, can come back 
with life. The wise oppose swelling ascetic power with ascetic austerities. 
So should force be opposed by force. Verily, my mind is firmly fixed 
upon opposing the foe and protecting my own party. O charioteer, I shall 
today certainly resist die might of the enemy, and vanquish him by re- 
pairing only to the field of battle. 1 will not tolerate this intestine feud. 
When the troops arc broken, he that cometh (for aiding in the endea- 
vour to rally) is a friend. I shall either achieve this righteous feat worthy 
of an honest man, or casting off my life shall follow Bhishma I I shall 
either slay all my foes banded together, or slain by them proceed to the 
regions reserved fur heroes O Charioteer, I know that even this is what 
I should do when women and children cry for help or when Duryodbana's 
prowess sustains a check. Therefore, I shall today conquer the foe. Reck- 
less of my very life in thii temble battle, I shall protect the Kurus and 
slay the sons of Pandu ! Slaying in battle all my foes banded together, 
1 shall bestow (undisputed) sovereignty on Dhrltamhtra’s kki I Let my 
armour, beautiful, made of gold, bright, and radiant with jewels and gems, 
be donned ; and my head gear, of effulgence equal to that of the Sun ; 
and my bows and arrows that resemble fire, poison, or snakes. Let also 
sixteen quivers be tied fto my car) « the proj»er places, and let a num- 
ber of excellent bows be procured. Let also shafts, and darts, and heavy 
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maces, and my conch, variegated with gold, be got ready, Bring also roj 
variegated, beautiful, and excellent standard, made of gold, possessed of die 
effulgence of the kxus, and bearing the device of the elephant’s girth, 
cleaning it with a delicate cloth, and decking it with excellent garlands and 
a network of wires.* O charioteer's son, bring me also, with speed, some 
fleet steeds of the hue of tawny clouds, not lean, and bathed in water 
sanctified with mantras , and furnished with trappings of bright gold. 
Bring me also, with speed, an excellent car decked with garlands of 
gold, adorned with gems, bright as die Sun or the Moon, furnished 
with every necessary, as also with weapons, and unto which are yoked 
excellent animals. Bring me also a number of excellent buws of great 
toughness, and a number of excellent bowstrings capable of sminng (the fue), 
and some quivers, large and full of shafts, and some coats of mail for rpy 
body. Bring me also, with speed, 0 hero, every (auspicious) article 
needed for occasions of setting out (for battle), such as vessels of brass 
and gold full of curds. Let garlands of flowers be brought, and let them 
be put on the (proper) limbs of my body. Lei drums alio be beat for 
victory ! Go, O charioteer, quickly to the spot where the diadem-dcckcd 
(Arjuna), and Vrikodara, and Dhanna’s son (Yudhishthira), and the twins, are ! 
Encountering them in battle, either I shall slay them, or, slain by them, my 
foes, shall follow Bhishma ! That force in which are king Yudhishthira firm in 
truth, and Bbima, and Arjuna, and Vasudeva, and Satyaki, and the 
Srinjayas, that force, I think, Is incapable of being conquered by the kings ! 
If all destroying Death himself with unremitting vigilance, were to protect 
Kiiitin, still would I slay him, encountering him in battle, or repair 
myself to Yanu’s abode by Bhishma’s track ! Verily, I say, that I will 
repair into the midst of those heroes 1 These (kings) that arc my allies 
are not provokers of intestine feuds, or of weak attachment to me, or of 
unrighteous souls. — 

•‘Sanjaya continued,— -'Riding on an excellent and costly car of great 
strength, with an excellent pole, decked with gold, auspicious, furnished with 
a standard, and unto which were yoked excellent steeds that were fleet as 
the wind, Kama proceeded (to battle) for victory. Worshipped by tbc 
foremost of Kuiu car-warriors like Indra by the celestials, that high souled 
and fierce bowman, endued with immeasurable energy like the Sun himself, 
upon his car decked with gold and jewels and gems, furnished with on 
excellent standard, unto which were yoked excellent steeds, and whose 
rattle resembled the roll of the ck>ud», proceeded, accompanied by a Urge 
force, to that field of battle where that bull of Bharata’s race (Bhishma) 
bad paid his debt to nature. Of bcautilul person and endued with the 
splendour of fire, tint great bowman and mighty car-warrior, ni, the son 
of Adhiratha, then mounted on his own beautiful car possessed of the 
effulgence of fire, and shone like the k>id of the celestials himself riding 
on his celestial car/” 
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“Sanjaya said, — 1 ‘Beholding the grandftre, m., the venerable Bhiahraa, 
that destroyer of all the JCsfcatriyis, that hero of righteous soul and 
immeasurable energy, that great bowman thrown down (from his rar) by 
Sarymaachin with his celestial weapons, lying on a bed of arrows, and 
looking like the vast ocean dried up by the mighty winds, the hope thy 
sons had (or victory disappeared along with their coats of mail and peace 
of mind. Beholding him who was always an island unto persona sinking 
in the fathomless ocean in their endeavours to cross it, beholding that 
hero covered with arrows that had coursed in a stream as continuous as 
that of Vamuna, that hero who looked like Mvinik* of unbearable energy 
thrown down on the earth by the great Indra, that warrior lying proa 
trate on the earth like the Sun himself dropped down from the firms- 
nent, that one who looked like the inconceivable Indra himself after his 
defeat of old by Vritra, that depriver of all warriors of their senses, that 
foremost of all combatants, that signal of all bowmen,— beholding that 
hero and bull among men, rtr., thy sire Bhishrru of high vows, that 
gmndsire of the Bharatas,— thrown down in battle \nd lying, covered with 
ArJ ima's shafts, on a hero's bed, Adbiratha’s son (Kama) alighted from 
hi» car, in great affliction, filled with grief, and almost senseless. Afflicted 
(with sorrow), and with eyes troubled with tears, lie proceeded on foot. 
Saluting him with joined palms, and addressing him reverentially, he said,— 
I am Kama \ Blessed be thou 1 Speak to me, O Bharata, in sacred and 
auspicious words, and look at me, opening thy eyes 1 No man certainly 
enjoyeth in this world the fruits of his pious deeds, since thou, reverenced 
in years and devoted to virtue, liest on the ground, slain (by the foe) S 
O thou that art the foremost one among the Kunif, I do not see thnt 
there » any one else among them, who is competent (like thee) in filling 
the treasury, in counsels in the matter of disposing the troops in battle 
array, and in the use of weapons I Alas he that was endued with a 
righteous understanding, he that always protected the Kurus from every 
danger, alas he, bavin z slain numberless warriors proceedeth to the region 
of the Ftiris I From this day, O chief of the BlurataB, the Pandavas, 
excited with wrath, will slaughter the Kurus like tigers slaying deer I Today 
the Kauravas Acquainted with the force of Gandivas twang, will regard 
Savyaiachin, like the Asunts regarding the wielder of the thunder bolt, 
with terror ! To day the noise, resembling that of heaven's thunder, of the 
arrows shot from Gandhn, will irspire the Kurus and other kings with 
great terror l To-day, O hero, like a raging conflagration of fierce flames 
consuming a forest, the shafts of Kirilin will consume the Dhartarashtras J 
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In those parts of the forest through which fire and wind march together, 
they burn ait piants and creepers and trees. Without doubt. Panha is 
even like a swelling fire, and, without doubt, 0 tiger among men, Krishna 
is like the wind. Hearing the blare of Panchajanya and the twang of 
Gandita, all the Kaarava troops, O Bhaiata, will be inspired with fear ! 
O hero, without thee, the kings will never he able to bear the rattle of 
the ape-bannered car belonging to that grinder of foes when be will 
advance (upon them) I Who amongst the kings, save thyself, is compe- 
tent to battle with that Arjuna whose feats, as described bjr the wise, are 
all subhuman ? Superhuman was the battle that he fought with the high- 
souled (Mahadcra) of three eyes ! Fri>m him he obtained a boon that is 
unattainable by persons of unsanctified souls. Delighting in battle, that 
son of Pandu is protected by Madhara. Who is there that is competent 
to vanquish him who could not be vanquished by thee before, although 
thou, endued with great energy, hadst vanquished Rama himself in battle, 
that fierce destroyer of the Kshatnya race, worshipped, besides, by the 
gods and the Zforona* ? Incapable of putting up with that son of Pandu, 
that foremost of heroes in battle, even I, with thy permission, am com- 
petent to slay, with ll* force of my weapons, that brave and fierce 
warrior who reserob?eth a snake of virulent jxrison and who slayeih his 
foes with his glances alone I— 1 ' N 



SECTION IV. 

"Sanjaya said, — Unto him who was talking thus, the a*cd Kuru grand- 
sire with a cheerful hean, said these words adapted to both lime and 
place Like the ocean unto rivers, like the Sun unto all luminous bodies, 
like the righteous unto Truth, like a fertile soil unto seeds, like the 
clouds unto all creatures, be thou the tefuge of thy relatives and friends ! 
Like the celestials upon him of a thousand eyes, let thy kinsmen depend 
on thee ! Be thou the humiliatcr of thy foes, and the enhancer of the 
joys nf thy friends I Be thou unto the Kauravas os Vishnu unto the 
dwellers of heaven I Desirous of doing what was agreeable to Dhritarashtra’s 
son, thou didst, with the might and prowess of thy own aims, O Kama, 
vanquished the Kamvojas, having proceeded to Rijapura ! Many kings 
amongst whom Nagnajit was the foremost, while staving in Girirraja, as 
also the Anivashatbas, the Videhaa, and the Gandharvaa, were all 
vanquished by thee ! The Kiratas, fierce in battle, dwelling in the 

fastness of Himavat, were formerly, O Kirna, made by thee to own 
Duryodhana’a sway. And so abo, the Ut polos, the Mekaias, the Paundras, the 
Kalin gas. the Andhras, the Nisbadav, the -Trigratas, and the Valhikas, were 
all vanquished by thee, O Kama, in battle ! In many other countries, O 
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Kama, impelled by the desire of doing good to Duryodhana, thou didst, 
Ohcro, vanquish many Taces and kings of great energy! Like Duryodhana, 
O child, with his kinsmen, and relatives* and friends, be thou also the 
refuge of all the Kauruvas ! In auspicious words I command thee, go, and 
fight with the enemy ! Lead the Karus in battle, and give victory unto 
Duryodhana ! Tbou art to us dut grandson even &i Duayodhna is. 
According to the ordinace, all of us also are as much thine as Duryo- 
dhanas t* The wise, O foremost of men, say that the companionship of 
the righteous with the righteous is a superior relationship than that through 
die womb. Without falsifying, therefore, thy relationship with the Kurus, 
protect thou the Kaurara host like Duryodhana, regarding it &s thy 
own I— 

41 'Hearing these woeda of his, Vtkanana’s eon Kama, reverentially 
saluting Bhishma's feet, (bade nira farewell) and came to that spot where 
all the Kaurava bowmen were. Viewing that wide and unparalleled 
encampment of the nut host, he began to cherish (by words of encouragement) 
those well-armed and broad-chested warriors. And all the Kauravas beaded 
by Duryodhana were filled with joy. And beholding the mighty-armed 
and high *viule(i Kirna come to the held aod station himself at the bead 
of the whole army, for battle, the Kauiuavas worshipped him with loud 
sl*>uts and slapping of arm-pi ti and leonine roars and twang of bows and 
diverse other kinds of noise.' " 



SECt ION V. 

“Sanjaya aid,— 'Beholding that tiger among men, w’l, Kama, mounted on 
his car, Duryodbana, 0 kin^, filled with joy, said these words This 

host, protected by tbee. hath now, I think, got a proper leader ! Lee 

that, however, be aetUcd now which is proper and within our power I— 

“Kama said,— Tell us thyself, O tiger among men, for thou art the 
wisest of kings ! Another can never seen so well what should be done 

a3 he seeth it whose concern it is I Those kings are all desirous of 

listening to what thou mays! have to say ! I am sure that no improper 
words will be uttered by thee !— 

" ‘Duryodhana said, — Bbifhiua was our commander, possessed (as he w*s) 
of years, prowess, and learning and supported by all our warriors 1 That high- 
souled one, O Kama, achieving great glory and slaying large numbers of my 
enemies protected us by fair fight for ten days ! He achieved the most difficult 
of feats. But now that he is about to ascend to heaven, whom, O Kama, dost 
thou think 6c to be our commander after him ? Without a leader, an army 

4 The second line of x a is read incorrectly in the Bengal text. Instead 
of tathapi the true reading (as in the Bombay ediuon) is ta*ap*. — T. 
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cannot stay in battle, for even a short while, thou that art foremost in battle, 
like a boat without a helmsman in the waters. Indeed, as a boat without a 
helmsman, or a car without a driver, would go any where, *o would the 
plight be of a host that is without a leader. Like a merchant who falleth into 
every kind of distress when he is unacquainted with the ways of the country 
he vists* an army that is without a leader is exposed to every kind of dis- 
tress Look thou, therefore, among all the high souled warriors of our army, 
and find out a proper leader who may succeed the son of Santanu ! Him 
uhora thou wouldst regard as a fit leader in hattle, him, all of us, without 
doubt, wilt together make our leader ! — 

“ 4 Karra said,— All these foremost of men are high-souled persons I 
Every one *0/111201 deserreth to be our leader. There is no need of any 
minute examination. All of them are conversant with i>ob!e genealogies 
and with the art of smiting ; all of them are endued with prowess and 
intelligence all of them are attentive and acquainted with the scriptures, 
possessed of wisdom, and unretreating from battle.* All, however, cannot 
be leaders at the same tune. Only one should be selected as leader, in whom 
are especial merits. All of these regard ooe another as equals. If one 
amongst them, therefore, be honored, the others will he dissatisfied, and, it 
is evident, will no longer fight for thee from desire of benefiting thee ! This 
one, however, is the preceptor (in arms) of all these warriors ; is venerable 
in years, and worthy of respect. Therefore, Drona, this foremost of all 
wielders of weapons, should be made the leader. Who is there worthy of 
becoming a leader, when the invincible Drona, that foremost of persons 
conversant with Brahma % is here, that one, tvs., who is equal to Sukra or 
Vnhaspati himself ? Amongst all the kings in thy army, O Bharata, there 
is not a single warrior who will not follow Drona when the latter gotth to 
battle.f This Drcna is the foremost of all leaders of forces, the foremost 
of all wielders of weapons, and the foremost of all intelligent persona He 
is, beside*, O king, thy preceptor (in arms) ! Therefore, O Duryodhana, 
make this one the leader of tby forces without delay, as the celestials made 
Kartikcya their leader in battle for vanquishing the Aiuras . — ' w 



* Kul<rMmka* 4 no-fnama t 1. knowledge of Kula, as also of iamhenana, 
which latter, as Nilakantha explains, means the body. A knowledge ol the 
body, of vital and other limbs, was possessed by every accomplished warrior 
who warned to smite effectually.— 

t /. who will fell it humiliating for him 10 walk behind Drona.— T. 





SECTION VI. 



“Sanjaya said,— 'Hearing these words of Kara a, king Duryodbana then 
said this unto Drona who was staying in the midst of the troops. 

M 'Duryodbana said,— For the superiority of the order of thy birth, foe 
tbe nobility of thy parentage, for thy learning, years, and intelligence, for 
also thy prowess, skill, invincibility, knowledge of worldly matters, policy, 
and self-conquest, by reason also of thy ascetic austerities and thy gratitude, 
superior as thou art as regards every virtue, among these kings there is none 
who can make so good a leader as thou 1 Protect thou, therefore, ourselves, 
like Vasava protecting the celestials ! Having thee for our leader, ire desire, 
O best of Brahmatus, to vanquish our foes. As Kapali amongst the Rmdrai % 
Pavalu among the VaUn % Kuvera among the Yaks hat t Vasava among the 
Mansis, Vasishtha among Brahmanas, the Sun amongst luminous bodies, 
Ynma among Pitris, Varuna ameng acquatic creatures, as the Moot) among 
stars, and U3*na* among the sons of Diti. so art thou the foremost of all 
leaders of forces. Be thou, therefore, our leader ! O sinless one, let these 
ten and one Akihauhinit of troops be obedient to thy woid of command I 
Disposing these troops in battle array, slay thou our foes like Indra slaying 
the Danavai I Proceed thou at the head of us all like Patakas son 
(KaTtikeya) at the head of the celestial forces. We will follow thee to battle 
like bulls following a bovine leader. A fierce and great bowman as thou 
art, beholding thee stretching die bow at our head, Arjuna will not strike. 
Without doubt, O tiger among moo, if thou becomes* our leader, I will 
vanquish Yudhishthira with all his followers and relatives in battle !— 1 

‘'Sanjaya continued, — ‘After Duryodhana had uttered these words, the 
kings (in the Kaurava army) all cried victory to Drona. And they all 
delighted thy son by uttering a loud leooine shout. And the troops, filled 
with joy, and with Duryodharu at tbeir head, desirous of winning great 
renown, began tu glorify that best of Brahm&nas. Then, O king, Drona 
addressed Duryodhana in those words. 



SECTION VII. 

" 'Drona said —I know the Vedas with their su braochcs. I know 
also the science of human affairs. I am acquainted also with the Satva 
weapon, and diverse other species of weapons. Endeavouring to actually 
display all those virtues which ye, desirous of victory, lure attributed to 
me, I will fight with the Pandavas 1 I will not, however, O king, be 
able to slay the son of Pmhata. O bull among men, he hath been created 
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for my Blau&hteT ! I will fight with the Pandavas, and slay the Somakts- 
As regards the Pandavas, they will not fight with me wid) cheerful 
hearts l 

“Sanjaya continued,— Thus permitted by Drona, thy son, 0 king* then 
made him the commander of his forces according to the rites prescribed 
in the ordinance. And the kings (in the Kaurava army) headed by 
Duryodluna performed the investiture of Droiut :n the command of the 
forces like the celestials headed by Indra in day9 of yore performing the 
investiture Of Skanda. After Drona's installation in the enmmand, the joy 
of the army expressed itself by the sound of drums and the loud blare of 
conchs. Then with cries sueh as greet the ears on a festive day, with 
auspicious invocations by Brah manat gratified with presents, with the hymna 
nnd songs of bards and panegyrists, with cries of Jaya uttered by foremost 
of Brabmanas, and with the dance of mimes, Drona was duly honored. 
And the Kaurava warriors regarded the Pandavas as already vanquished . 

•'Sanjaya continued. — Then that mighty car-warrior, w'r, Bharadw«Ja's 
son, hating obtained the command of the army, arrayed the troops in 
ordeT of battle, and went out with thy sons from desire of fighting the 
foe. Ari tbe ruler of the Svndtras, and the chief of the Kalingas, and thy 
son Vikama, clad in mail, took up their position on the right wing (of 
Drona). And Sskuni, accompanied by many foremost of horsemen battl- 
ing with bright lances and belonging to the Gandham tribe, proceeded, 
acting as their support. And Kripo, and Kritavarman, and Cbitiasen, and 
Vivingsati, headed by Diwsasaru, wove vigorously for protecting the left 
wing. And the Kamvojas headed by Sudakshina, and the S&kas, and tbc 
Yavaoaa, w*.th steeds of great ficetness, proceeded, as the lattei's support. 
And tl>c Madras, the Trigartaa, the Amvashthas, the Westerners, the 
Northerners, the Malavas, the Sir is, the Surasenas, the Sudras, the 

Maladas, the Sauviraa, the Kaitavas, the Easterners, and the Southerners, 
placing thy son (Duryodhana) and tbc Sutai son (K&rna) at their 

head, forming the rear guard, gladdened the warriors of tbeir own army 
and added to the strength ol tbe (advancing) force. Vikar tana's son Karna 
proceeded at tbe head of all the bow men.® And his blazing and large and 
tall standard bearing the device of the elephant's rope, shone with an 
effulgence like that of the Sun, gladdening his own divisions. Beholding 
Kama, none regarded the calamity caused by Bhishma’s death. And 
the kings, along with the Kurus, all became freed from gtief. And 



4 A substantial difference of reading occurs here between the Bengal and 
the Bombay texts. Both have defects of tbeir own. It seems to me that Drona, 
as leader, proceeded in tbe van. Karna, when described as proceeding at 
the head of all bowmen, must be taken as marching at the head of the whole 
rear guard. In that case, bis position would be immediately behind 
Drona’a— T. 
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laTge numbers ol warriors. banded together, s&id unto one another,— 
Beholding Kama on the field, the Pandavas will never be able to stay 
in battle I Indeed, Kama i a quite competent to vanquish in battle the 
very geds with Vasava at .their held I What need bo sad, therefore, of 
the sons of Pandu who are destitute of energy and prowess ? The mighty- 
armed Bhishma spared that Paribas in battle. Kama, however, will slay 
them in the fight with his keen shafts r ,— Speaking unto one another thus 
and filled with joy, they proceeded, applauding and worshipping the aon 
of Radha. As regards our army, it was arrayed by Drona in the form of a 
Sakttia (vehicle) ; while the array of our illustrious foes, O king, was in 
the form of a Krauntka (crane) as disposed, O Bharat*, by king Vudh ahihira 
the Just in great cheerfulness. At the head of their array were those 
two foremost of persons, w*., Vishnu and Dbananjaya, with their banner 
sec up, bearing the device of the ape. The hump of the whole army and 
the refuge of all bowmen, that banner of Partha endued with immeasurable 
energy, as it floated in the welkin, seemed to illumine the entire host 
of the high-sonled Yudhishtbira That banner of Partha possessed of great 
intelligent} seemed to resemble the blazing Sun that riseth at the end 
of the Yttga for consuming the world Amongst bowmen, Arjuru is the 
foremost : amongst bows, Gamfiw is 'the foremost ; amongst creatures, 
Vasudev* it the first ; and amongst all kinds of discs Smda nana is the 
first Bearing these four embodiments of energy, that car unto which 
were yoked white steeds, took up its position in the front of the (hostile) 
army, like the fierce discus of Death upraised (for striking). Thus did 
those two foremost of men stand at tbc v.ry head of tl>eir respective 
forces, ni, Karna at the head of thy army, and Dharunjaya at the bead 
of the hostile one. Both excited with wrath, and etch desirous of slay- 
ing rhe other, Kama and Arjuna looked at each other in that battle. 

• ‘Then when that mighty car.warrior, viz , Bharadwaji's son, proceeded 
to battle with great t|^ed. the Earth seemed to tremble with loud sounds 
of wailing. Then a thick dust, raised by Lite wind and resembling a 
canopy of tawny silk, enveloped tbc sky and the Sun. And though the 
firmament was cloudiest, yet a shower fell of pieces of flesh, bones and 
bkxxL And vulture* and hawks and cranes and A ‘ankas, and crows in 
thousands began continually to fall upon the fKaurava) troops. And 
jackals yelled aloud ; and many fierce and terrible birds repeatedly 
wheeled to the left of thy army, from desire o/ rating flesh and drinking 
blood 4 - And many blaxing meteors, illuminating (the sky), and covering 
large areas with their tails, fell on the field with loud sound and 
trembling motion. And the wide disc of the Sun, O monarch, seemed to 
emit flashes of lightning with thundeting noise, when the commander of 



• lit., “placed thy army to their right,* i these birds wheeled to the 
left of ihy boat, which is an evil omen.— T. 
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the (Kaurava) army set out These and many other portent*, fierce and 
indicating a destruction of heroes, were seen during the battle. Then 
commenced the encounter between the troops of the Kurus and the 
Pandavas desirous of slaying each other. And so loud was the din that 
it seemed to AU the whole earth. And the Panda vas and the K&ur&vas, 
enraged with each other and skilled in smitine, began to strike each other 
with sharp weapons from desire of victory. Then that great bowman of 
blai'Dg effulgence rushed towards the troops of the Pandavas with great 
impetuosity, scattering hundreds of sharp arrows. Then the Pandavas and 
the Srinjayat, beholding Drona ruih towards them, received him, O king, 
with showers upon showers (in distinct -sets) of arrows. Agitated and 
broken by Drona. the large host of 'the Pandavas and the Panchalas 

broke like a mw of cranes by force of the wind Invoking into exis- 
tence many celestial weapons in that battle, Drona, within a very short 

time, afflicted the Pandavas and the Srinjayas. Slaughtered by Drona like 

the Danavai by Vasava, the Panchalas headed by Dhrishtadyuoina trem- 
bled in that battle, Then that mighty car* warrior, via,, Yajnasena’s son 
(Dhr.ihcadyumna\ that hero acquainted with celestial weapons, broke, with 
his arrowy showers, the division of Drona in many places. And the 
mighty son of Prishata baffling with hi s own arrowy showers the showers 
of arrows shot by Drona, caused a great slaughter among the Kurils. 
The mighty-armed Drona then, rallying bis men in battle and gathering 
them together, rushed towards the son of Prishata. He then sped at 
PrishaU*3 ion a thick shower of arrows like Kifhavat excited with rage 
showering his arrows with great force upon the Danavas. Then the Panda- 
vas and the Srin)ayas, shaken by Drona with his shafts, Tcpcatedly broke 
like a herd of inferior animals attacked by a lion. And the mighty Drona 
careered through the Pandava force like a circle of fire. All this, O king, 
seemed highly wonderfuL Mounted on his own excellent car which (then) 
rcicmbkd a city coursing through the skies, which was furnished with 
every necessary according to (military) science, whose banner floated on 
the air, whose rattle resounded through the field, whose steeds were (well) 
UTged, and the staff of whose standard was bright as crystal, Drona strnck 
fear into the hearts of the enemy and caused a great slaughter acnong 
them. 




SECTION VII L 

*Sanji)a said, — 'Beholding Drotu chut slaying steeds and drivers and 
car-warriors and elephants, the Panda vai, without being troubled, encom- 
passed him on all sidcB. Thea king Yudhiifcthira, addressing Dhrishta- 
dyunuia and Dhananjaya, said unto them,— Let the Pot-bom (Drona) be 
checked, our men surrounding him on all sides with care 1 — Thus addressed, 
those mighty cir-warriora, ms., Arjuna and Priihau’s son, along with their 
followers, all received Drona as the latter came. And the Kekaya princes, 
and Bhimasena, and Subhadra's son, and Ghatotkacha, aod Yudhishthira, 
and the twins (Nakula and Sahadeva), and the ruler of the Matsyua, 
and the son of Drupada, and the (five) sons of Draupidi all filled with 
joy, and Dhrisbtaketu, and Satyaki, and the wrathful Chitrascna, and the 
mighty car-warrior Yuyutsu, and many other kings, O monarch, who 
followed the son of Pandu, all achieved diverse feats in keeping 
with their lineage and prowess. Beholding then that host protected in that 
battle by those Pandava warriors, Bharadw*)**# son, turning his eyes in 
wrath, cast his looks upon it Inflamed with rage, that warrior, invincible 
in battle, consumed, as he stood upon his car, the Pandara host like 
the tempest destroying vast masses of clouds. Rushing on all sides at 
car-warriors and steeds and fuot-soWicrs and elephants, Drona furiously 
careered over the field like a young man though bearing the weight of 

years., His red steeds, fleet as tbe wind, and of axcellent breed, covered 

with bbod, O king, assumed a beautiful appearance. Beholding that hero 
of regulated vows felling them like Yarns himself inflamed with wrath, 
the soldiers of Yudhishthira flei sway on all sides. And as some fled 

away and others rallied, as some looked at him and others stayed on tbe 

field, tbe noise they made was fierce and terrible. And that noise causing 
delight to heroes and enhancing the fears of tbe timid, filled the whole 
welkin and the aarth. And once more Droru, uttering his own name in 
battle, made himself exceedingly fierce, scattering hundreds of arrows among 
the foe. Indeed, the mighty Drona, though old, yet acting like a young 
man, carccrcd like Death himself, O sire, amid the divisions of Pandu’s 
son- That fierce warrior, cuutng off heads as well as aims decked with 
ornaments, made the terrases of many cars empty, and uttered leonine 
roars. And in consequence of those joyous shouts of bis, as also of the 
force of his shafts, the warriors, O lord, (of the hostile army) trembled 
like a herd of kine afflicted by cold. Aod in consequence of the 
rattle of his car and the stretching of his bowstring and the twang of 
his bow, the whole welkin resounded with a loud noise And tbe shafts 
of that hero, coursing in thousands from his bow, and enveloping all the 
points of the compass, fell upon the elephants and steeds and cars and 
foot-soldiers (of the enemy). Toe the Panchalas and the Panda vas boldly 
approached Drona, who, armed with his bow of great force, resembled a 
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fire having weapons for it* flames. Then with their elephants and foot-soldiers 
and st-eds he began to despatch them unto the abode of Yama. And s:>on 
Drona made the earth m.ry with blood. Scattering his mighty weapons 
and shooting his shafts thick on every side, Drona soon so covered all 

the points of the compass that nothing could be seen except his showers 

of arrows. And among foot-soldiers and caT* and steeds and elephants 
nothing could be seen save Duma’s arrows. The standard of his car was 

all that could be seen, moving like flashes of lightning amid the cars.t 

Of soul incapable of being depressed, Drona then, armed with bow and 
arrows, afflicted the five princes of Kekaya and the ruler of the PonchaJas, 
and then rushed against the division of Yudbishthir*. Then Bhimasena 
and Dhananjaya and the grandson of Smi, and the sons of Druponda, 
and the ruler of Kari, Wt.» the son of Saivya, and Sivt himself, cheerfully 
and with loud roars covered him with their arrows. Shafts in thousands, 
decked with wings of gold, shot from Drona's bow, piercing through the 
bodies of the elephants and the young steedst of those warriors, entered 
the earth, their feathers dyed with blood. The field of battle, strewn 
with cars and the prostrate forms of large bands of warriors and of elephants 
and steeds mangled with shafts, looked like the welkin covered with 
masses of black clouds. Then Drona, desirous of the prosperity of thy 
sons, having thus crushed the divisions of Satyaki, and Bhiroa, and 
Dhanan>iya, and Subhadra’s son, and Drupada, and the ruler of die Karis, 
and having grinded many other heroes in battle, indeed, that high-w tiled 
warrior, haring achieved these and many other feats, and having, O chief 
of the Kurus, scorched the world like the Sun himself as he rises at the 
end of the Fujfri, proceeded hence, O monarch, to heaven I That hero 
possessed of a golden car, that grindei of hostile host9, having achieved 
mighty feats and shun in thousands the warriors of the Pandava host in 
battle, hath at last been himself slain by Dhnshtadyumna I Haring, in 
fact, slain mare than two Akifmuhinis of brave and unreturmng wajriors, 
that hero endued with intelligence at last attained to the highest state 1 
Indeed, O king, having achieved the most diftkult feats, he hath at last 
been slain by the Pandavas and the Panchalaa of cruel deeds. When 
the preceyteT was slain in battle, there arose in the welkin, O monarch, 
a loud uproar of all creatures, as also of all the troops. Refunding 
through heaven and earth and the intermediate space and through the 
cardinal and the subsidiary directions the loud cry— O /7r,— of creatures 
was beard. And the gods, the PHris, and they that were his friends, all 
beheld chat mighty car-warrior, «#. f the son of Bharadwaja, thus slain. 
The Pandavas, having won the victory, uttered leonine shouts. And the 
Earth trembled with those loud shouts of theirs. 



f The firs; line of t j is read with a slight variation is the Bengal texts. 
The word* “nothing could be seen save Drona’s arrows*' are added here to 
make the senje dear.— T. 




SECTION TX. 



“Dhritarasbtra Mid,— 'How did the PandaTas and the Srinjayas &lay Drona 
in battle, — Drona who was so accomplished in weapons amongst all wielders 
of arms ? Did bis car break (in mine of the fight) ? Did his bow break 
while he was itriking (the foe)? Or, was Drona careless at the time that be 
met with hi* death blow ? How, indeed, O child, could PrishaU's son, (vis, 
Dhrishtadyxmina) the prince of PanchaU, slay that hem incapable of being 
humiliated by enemies, who scattered thick showers of shafts furnished with 
wings of gold, and who was endued with great lightness of hand, — that fore- 
most of Brabrnanas who was accomplished in everything, acquainted with 
all modes of warfare, capable of shooting bis shafts to a great distance, and 
self-restrained, who was possessed of great skill in the use of weapons and 
armed with celestial weapons,— that mighty warrior, of unfading glory, who 
was always careful, and who achieved the fiercest feats in battle ? It is plain, 
it seems to me, that destiny is superior to exertion, since even the brave 
Drona hath been sUin by the higb-souled son of Priahata That hero in 
whom were the four kinds of weapons, alas, thou say es* that that Drona, that 
preceptor m bowmamhip, is slam I Hearing of the slaughter of that hero 
who used to ride bis bright car covered with tiger skins and adorned with 
pure gold, I cannot drive away my grief ! Without doubt, O Sanjaya, no 
one dies of grief caused by mother's calamity, since, wrretrh that I am, I 
am yet alive although l have beard of Drona s death ! Destiny 1 regard to 
be alt-powerful, exertion is fruitless 1 Surely, my heart, hard a s it is, is mode 
of adamant, since it breaketh not into a hundred pieces, although I have 
heard of Drona's death I He who was waited upon by Brahmanas and princes 
desirous of instruction in the Vidas and divination and bowmanship, alas, 
hew could he be taken away by Death ! I cannot brook the overthrow of 
Drona which is even like the drying up of the ocean, or die removal of Meru 
from its site, or the fall ol the Sun from the firmament I He was a lestrainer 
of the wicked, and a projector of the righteous. That scorchtr of foes who 
hath given up his life for the wretched Duryodhana. upon whose prowess 
rested that hope of victory which my wicked sons entertained, who was equal 
to Vrihaspati or Usanas himself in intelligence, alas, how was be slain ? His 
laTge steeds of red hue, covered with net of gold, fleet as the wind and 
incapable of being struck with any weapon in battle, endued with great 
strength, neighjng cheerfully, wclKTaioed and of the Sindliu breed, yoked 
unto bis car and dragging the vehicle excellently, always persevering in the 
midst of battle,— did they become weak and faint ? Coolly bearing in battle 
elephants while those huge creatures reared at tbe bhro of concha and the 
beat of drums, unmoved by twang of bows and showers of arrows and other 
weapons, foreboding toe defeat of foes by their very appearance, never 
3 
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drawing long breaths (in consequence of toil), aborc all fatigue and pain, 
were those fleet steeds that drew the car of Bharadwaja's son soon over- 
powered ? Even such were the steeds yoked unto his golden car ! Even 
such were the steeds yoked thereto by that foremost of human heroes ! 
Mounted on his own excellent car decked with pure gold, why, O son, 
coaid he not cross the sea of the Pandava army ? What feats were 
achieved in battle by Bbaradwaja's son, that warrior who always drew 
tears from other heroes, and upon whose knowledge (of weapons) all the 
bowmen of the world rely ? Firmly adhering to truth, and endued with 
great might, what, indeed, did Drona achieve in battle ? Who were those 
car-warriors that advanced in battle against that achiever of fierce deeds, 
that foremost of all wielders of the bow, that first of hemes, who resembled 
Sakra hinuelf in heaven ? Did the Pandivas fly away, beholding him of 
the golden car, him, fiY, of mighty strength who invoked into existence 
celestial weapons ? Or, did king Yudhishthira the Just, with his younger 
brothers, ind having the prince of Panchala (Dhrishtadynmna) for his 
binding chord,* attack Drona, surrounding him with his troops on all 
sides ? Verily, Portha must lave, with his straight shafts, checked all the 
other rar-warriors, and then Priahata's son of rinhil deeds roust have 
surrounded Drona. I do not see any other warrior, save the fierce 
Phrishtadyumna protected by Arjuru, who could have compassed the death 
of that mighty hero ? It seems that when those heroes, tv's., the Kekayas, 
the Cbedb, the Karudias, the Mattyis, and the other kings, surrounding 
the preceptor, pressed him exceedingly like anti pressing upon a snake, 
while he was engaged in some difficult feat, the wretched Phrishtadyumna 
must have slain him then t This is what 1 think 1 He who, having 
studied the four Vuks with their branches and the hutoritt forming 
the fifth ( JV./d), became the refuge of the Brahmans* as the ocean is of 
nvefa. that scorcher of foes who lived both as a Brahman* and a Kslutriya, 
alas, how could that Brahmana, reverend in years, meet with his end 
at the edge or a weapon ? Of a proud spirit, he was yet often humiliated 
and bad to 1 , suffer pain on my account 1 However undeserving of it, he 
yet attained at the hands of Kunti's son, the fruit of his own conduct, t 
He upon whose feats depend all wielder* of bows in the world, alas, how 
could that hero, firmly adhering to truth and possessed of great skill, be 
slain by persons desirous of affluence ? Foremost in the world like Sakra 
himself in heaven, of great might and great energy, alas, how could he 
be slain by the Parthas like the smaller fish slaying the whale ? He from 
whose presence no warrior desirous of victory could ever escape with life, he 



• Probably, a ready instrument.— T. 

t The sense seems to be that having carefully trained Arjuru in arms, 
he has got the fruit of his care and labour in the form of defeat and death 
at the hands of, or, at least, through, his own pupil,— T. 
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whum, while, alive these two sounds ne\er left, w: M the sound of the Mas by 
tl>oae desirous of Vedic lore, and the twang of boas caused by those desirous 
of skill in bowmanship, he who was never checriess, alas, that tiger among 
men, that hero endued witn prosperity and never vanquished in battle, 
that warrior of prowess equa’ to that of the lion or the elephant, hath 
been slain I Verily, I cannot brook the idea of his death ! How could 
Prishata's ton, in the very sight of foremoit of men, stay in battle that invin- 
cible warrior whose might was never humiliated and whose fame was never 
tarnished ? Who were they that fought in Drona’s van, protecting him, standing 
by his side ? Who proceeded in his rear and obtained that end which is so 
difficult of attainment ? Who were those higb-iuuled warriors that protected 
the right and the left wheels of Drona ? Who were in the van of that hero 
while he struggled in battle ? Who were they that, reckless of (heir lives on 
that occasion, met with Death which stood face to face with them ? Who were 
those heroes that went the last journey in Drona'? battle ? Did any of thone 
Kshatriyas that were assigned for Drum's protection, proving false, abandon 
that hero in battle ? Was he slam by the foe after such abandonment and 
while alone ? Drona would never, from fear, 6bow his kick in battle, however 
great the danger • How then was he slain bv the foe ? Even in great 
distress, O Sanjaya, an illustrious person should do this, m., put forth bis 
prowess according to the measure of hb might ! Alt this was in Drona , 
O child, I am losing my senses ! Let this discourse be suspended for a 
while ! After regaining my senses 1 will once more aik thee, O Sanjaya !' " 



SECTION X. 

Vaisampayana said,— “Having addressed the Sutai son in this way, 
Dbritarasbtra, affiicted with excessive grief of heart and hopeless of his ton's 
victory, fell down on the ground. Beholding him depeived of his senses and 
fallen down, hie attendants sprinkled him with perfumed and cold water, 
fanning him the while. Seeing him fallen, the Bbarau ladies, O king, 
surrounded him on all sides and gently rubbed him with their hands. And 
slowly raising the king from the ground, those royal ladies, their voices 
choked in tears, seated bim on his seat Seated, the king continued to be 
under the influence of that swoon. And he remained perfectly motionless, 
while they fanned him standing around. And a tremour then passed over 
the monarch’s body and he §k>w|y regained his senses. And once more be 
began to interrelate Gavalgana’s sun of t’ae S*la caste about the incidents, 
as they occurred, of the battle. 

"Dhriurashtra said. — '[That Ajatasatru) who, like the risen Sun, 
dispciletb darkness by his own light ; who tmsheth against a foe) as a swift 
and angry elephant with rent temples, inca|iable of being vanquished by 
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hostile leaders of herds, rusheth against a nval proceeding with cheerful face 
towards a female of the species in rut, O, what warrior (of my army) resisted 
that Ajatasatm as be came, for keeping him away from Drona ?* That hero, 
that foremost of persons, who hath slain many brave warriors (of my army) 
in battle, that mighty-armed and intelligent and courageous prince of uobttffled 
prowess, who, unassisted hy any one, can consume the entire host of 
Duryodhana by means of his terrible glances atone, that slayer by bis eves, 
that one bent on winning victory, that bowman, that hero of unfading glory, 
that self 'restrained monarch who is revered by the whole world, O, who were 
tho*e heroes (of my army) that surrouoded that warrior ?t That invincible 
prince, that huwman of unfading glory, that tiger among men, that son of 
Kunti, wbo advancing with great celerity came upon Drona, that mighty 
warrior who always achieves grand featf upon the foe, that hero of gigantic- 
frame and great courage who in strength is equal to ten thousand elephants, 
O, what brave combatants of my army surrounded that Bhiraasena as he 
rushed upon my host ? When that car-warrior of exceeding energy, nis., 
Vibhatsu, looking like a mass of clouds, came, creating thunderbolts like 
tl>e clouds themselves, shooting showers of arrows like India pouring rain, 
and making all the poiQts of the compass resound with the slap of his palms 
and llie rattle of his car wheels, when that hem whose bow was like tike 
lightning's flash and whose car resembled a doud having for its rtxus the rattle 
of its wheels, (when that hero came) the whlxs of whose arrows made him 
exceedingly fierce, wbase wrath resembles an awful cloud, and who is fleet 
as the mind oc the tempest, who always pierces the foe deep into his very 
vitals, who, armed with shafts, is terrible to look at, wbo tike Death himself 
bathes all the points of the compass with human blood in profusion, and 
who, with fierce uproar and awful visage, wielding the bow Gandiva, incessantly 
pours on my warriors headed by Duryodhana shafts whetted on stone and 
furnished with vulturine feathers, alas, when that hero of great intelligence 
came upon you, what became the state of your minds ? When that warrior 
having the huge ape on hi9 banner came, obstructing the welkin with dense 
showers of arrows, what became the state of your minds at sight of that Panha ? 
Did Arjuna advance ujwn you, slaying your troops with the twang of GanMvtt 
and achieving fierce feats on the way ? Did Dhananjaya take, with his shafts, 
your lives, like the tempest destroying gathering masses of clouds or felling 
forest* of reeds, blowing through them ? What man is there that is capable of 
bearing in battle the wicldcr of GanJira ? Hearing only that Ike is stationed at 



♦ This sentence comprises 7, 8. and the first lime of 9. I have followed 
the exact order of the original. The peculiarity of the Sanskrit construction 
is that the nominative Pronoun t$ made to stand in apposition with a noun 
in the objective case. The whole of this Section contains many such 
sentences.— T. 

T 10 and II also refer to AiaUcatru.— T. 
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the head of the (hostile) force, the heart of every foe seems to rend in twain ! 
In that battle in which the troops trembled and even heroes were struck with 
fear, who were they that dkJ not abandon Drona, and who were those cowards 
that abandoned him from fear ? Who were they that, reckless uf their lives, 
met Death himself standing face to face with them in the shape at 
Dhananjaya who hath vanquished even superhuman combatants in battle J 
My troops are incapable of bearing the impetus of that warrior having 
while steeds yoked unto hw car and the twang of Ganaioa that resembles 
the roll of the very clouds ! That car which hat Vishnu himself for its 
driver and Dhananjaya for its warnor, tha: car I regard to be incapable 
of being vanquished by the very god< and the A suras united together ! 
Delicate, young, and brave, and of a very handsome countenance, that 
sun of Panda who is gifted with intelligence and skill and wisdom and 
whose prowess is incapable of being bathed in battle, when that NakuU 
with loud noise and afflicting all hostile warriors, rushed at Drona, what 
heroes (of my airny) surrounded him ? When Sohadcva who resembles 
an angry snake of viruleut poison, when that hero owning white steeds 
and invincible in battle, observant of laudable vow*, incajjable of being 
baffled in his pursues, gifted with modesty, and never vanquished in 
fight, came upon us, wliat heroes « of our army) .suxrojnded him ? That 
warrior who, having crashed the mighty host of the Sauvira king, took 
for bis wife the beautiful Bho;a maiden of symmetrical limbs, that bull 
among men ris., Yuyudhana, in whom are always truth and firmness and 
bravery and Brahmaiharta, , that warrior gifted with gieat might, always 
practising truth, never cheerless, never vanquished, who in battle is equal 
ro Vasudeva and is regarded as his second self, who, through Dhananjaya's 
instructions, hath become foremost in the use uf arrows, and who is e<pwl 
to. Partha himself in weapons, 0, what warrior (of my army) resisted 
that .Satyaki, for keeping him away from Drona ? Ti>e foremost hero among 
the Vrisbnis, esceedingly brave among all bowmen, equal to Rama himself 
in (knowledge and use of) weapons and in prowess and fame, (know, O 
Sanjaya, thu) truth and firmness, ami intelligence, aod heroism, and 
knowledge of Brahma, and high weapons, are all in him (Satyaki) uf 
the SatwaU race as the three worlds are in ttesava I What heroes <of my 
army), approaching that mighty bowmen, tit., Satyaki, jwssessed of all 
these accomplishments and incapable of being tesisted by the very gods, 
surrounded him ? The foremost among the Panchalas, possessed of heroism, 
high bom and the favorite of all high-born heroes, ever achieving good 
deed* in battle, r is., Uttamaujas, that Prince ever engaged in the welfare 
of Arjqna, bom for only my evil, equal unto Varna, oi Vaisaiavana, or 
Adilya, or Mahendr*, or Varuria, that prince regarded as a mighty car-warrior 
and prepared to lay down his life in the thick of battle, O, what heroes 
(of my army) surrounded him ? Who (amongst my warriors) opposed 
Dhrisbtakctu,— that single wank* amongst the Cbcdis vrbu, deserting them. 
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hath embraced (be bide o l ll;c Pandavas, — while lie rubbed upon Drona ? 
Who resisted the heroic Ketumat tor keeping him away from Diana, the 
brave Kctunut who slew prince Durjaya while the latter had taken shelter 
in Girivraja ? What heroes (of my army) surrounded Sikh&ndin, — tint tiger 
among men, who knows the merits and damcrits (in his own person) of 
manhood and femininity, that son of Yajnasena, who is always cheerful 
in battle, that hero who became the cause of the high-souled Bhishma's 
death in battle, — when he rushed towards Drona ? That foremost hero of 
the Vrisbni race,— that chief of all bowmen, dial bra re warrior in whom 
all accomplishments exist in a greater degree than in Dhananyaya himself, 
in whom arc ever wea|x>ns and truth and ftrahmatharya, wbe t* equal to 
VasudeTa in energy and Dhananjsya in strength, who in splendour is 
equal to Adilya and in intelligence to Vrihospati, — tvs., the high-muled 
Abhimtnyu resembling Death him&elf with wide-open mouth, O, what 
heroes (of my army) surrounded him when he rushed towards Drona ? 
That youth of vigorous understanding, that slayer of hostile heroes, tvs., 
Subludra’s son, O, when he rushed towards Drona, what became the state 
of yuur minds? Wlut heroes grounded those tigers a mo ng men, p/s., the 
sun* of Draupadi, when they rushed in battle against Drona like rivers rushing 
towards the >ea ? Those children who, giving up all (childish) spurts for 
twelve years, and observing excellent vows, waited upon Blrisbtna for the 
sike of weapons, those children, wj, Ksbatranyaya and Kshatradeva and 
Ksliatravarman and Manada, those heroic sons of Dhrishtadyumna, O, who 
resisted them, seeking to keep them away from Drona 1 lie whom the 
Vrishnis regarded as superior in battle to a hundred car-warriors, O, who 
resisted that great bowman, cti., Cbekttana, fur keeping him away from 
Drona ? Those five Kekaya brothers, virtuous and possessed of prowess 
incapable of being baffled, resembling (in hue) the insects called 
Insirat#fahai % with red coats of moil, red weapons and red banners, those 
heroes that arc the maternal cousins of the Pandavas and that always 
wish victory unto the latter, O, wtuit heroes (of tuy army) surruunded 
those valiant princes when they rushed towards Drona for slaying him ? 
That lurd of battle*, that foremost of bowmen, that hero of unbodied 
aim and great strength, that tiger among men, wr, Yoyutsu, whom many 
wrathful kings battling together for six months at Varanavata from desire of 
slaying him could not vanquish, and who in battle at Varanasi overthrew 
with a broad -Iveuded httow that mighty car-warriur, rij., the prince of Kasi, 
desirous of seizing (at a self-choice) a maiden for wife, O, what hero (or my 
army) resisted him ? That mighty bowman, hit., Dhrishtadyumna, who is 
the chief counsellor of the Pandavax, who is engaged jn doing evil to 
Duryodhana, who was created for Drona's deduction, O, what heroes (of 
my army) surrounded him when be came towards Drona, breaking through 
all my ranks and consuming ail my warriors in battle ? That foremost 
of all persons conversant with weapons, whu has been reared almost on 
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Drupada* s tap, O, wl*at warriors (of my army) surrounded that Siklundin 
protected by (Arjuna’s) weapons, for keeping him away from Drona ? He 
who encompassed this earth by the loud rattle of bis ear as by a leathern 
belt, that mighty car-war tioc and foremost of all slayers of fae*, who, us 
(a substitute for) all sacrifices, performed, without hindrance, ten horse- 
sacrifices with excellent food and drink and sifts in profusion, who ruled 
his subjects as if they were hit children, that Usinara's son who in 

sacrifices gave away kine countless as the sand-grains in Ganga’s stream, 
whose feat none amongst men have been or will ever be able to imitate, 
after the performance of whose difficult fent the veTy gods had cried out, 
saying,— We do not see that the three worlds with their mobile and 
immobile creatures a second person other than Ulinara'a son was has ever 
heen, or will ever be, born, — who hath attained to regions (in after life) 
which are unattainable by human beings O, who (amongst my army) 
resisted that Sairya, that grandson of that Usinara’s son, while he came upon 
(Drona)? What heroes (of my army) surrounded the cat •division of that 
slayer of foes, mV, Virata the king of the Matsyaf, while it reached Drona 
in battle ? Who kept away from Drona the gigantic Ghatotlucha, tuat 
thorn (in the »de) of my sons, that warrior who always wishes victory 
unto the Parvdavas, that heroic Rtkshv* |*i«e4sed of extensive powers of 
illusion, endued with gre.it strength and great prowess and born of 
Bhima in course of a single day, and of whom I entertain very great ferns ?• 
What, O San jaya, can remain unvanqinshed by them for whose sike these 
and many others are prepare 1 to Ly down their lives in battle ? How 
can the sons of Pritha meet with defeit, they, friz., tint have that tiger 
among all beings, the wiclder of the bow called .Vjrv/.j, far their refuge 
and benefactor 3 Vasuden is, indeed, the great Master of all the world*, 
the I/>rd of All, and Eternal ' Of celestial *oul and infinite power, 
Xarayana is the refuge of men in battle ! The wise recite h»» celeitul 
feat*. I also will recite them with devotion, for recovering my firmness 1 



SECTION XI. 

M L>hriiarashtra said,— 'Hear, O Sanyaya, the celestial feats of Vasudeva, 
teats that Oovioda achieved and the like of which no other person hath 
ever been able to achieve 1 Whilst being brought up, O Sanjaya, in the 
family of the cowherd (Nanda), that higb-sodled one, while yet a boy, 
made the might of bis arms known to the three worlds. Even he then 
slew Hayaraja, living in the woods (do the shores) of Yamuna, who was 

* Gkatotkacha was the son of Hidimva by Bhimasena. Rakihati women 
bring forth the very day they conceive, and their offspring attain to youth 
the very dav ther are born.— T, 
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©qiul to (the celestial steed) Uchchaiaravas in strength and the wind itself 
in spaed ♦ In childhood he also s ew, with his two bare irons, the Dan<wi t 
in the form of a bull, of terrible deeds, and risen like Death himself unto 
all the kine. Of eyes like lotus petals he also slew the mighty Asurai named 
Praia niva, and N'araka, and Jambha, and Pitha, as also Mura that tenor of 
llie celestials And so also Kansa of mighty energy, who was, besides, 
protected by Jarasandha, was with all his followers sLain in battle by 
Krishna aided by libs prowess alone. f With Valadeva as his second, that 
slayer of foci, «*., Krishna, consumed iu battle, with all his troops the king 
of the Surasenas, err., Sunaman, of great activity and prowess in battle, 
the lord of a full Ahkamldm^ and the valiant second brother of Kanra die 
king of the Bhojas. The highly wrathful regenerate Mski (gratified with 
the adoration) gave him boons.; Of eyes like lotus petals, and endued 
with great bravery, Krishna, vanquishing all the kings at a self-choice, 
bore away the daughter of the king of the Gandharas. Those angry kings, 
as if they were horses by birth, were yoked unto hia nuptial car and 
lacerated with the whip. The mighty 'armed Janarddana also caused Jarasandha, 
the lord of a full Aksfuiuhtni of troops, to be slain through the 
instrumentality of anrr.Ucr.? The mighty Krishna also slew the valiant 
king of the Chedia, that leader of kings, as if he were some animal, on 
the occasion of the latter's disputing about die Ar'ha. Putting forth his 
prowess. Madhava hurled into the sea the Daityn city called Sauhlia, 
(moving) in the skies, protected by Salwa, and regarded as impregnable. 
'Hie Angas the Vangas, the Kalingas, the Magadha*, the Ka&is *he 
Kosalas, the Vatsyaa, the Gargyas, the Karuthas, and the Paundras, — 
these all he vanquished in battle. The Avintis, the Southerners, the 
Mountaineers, the Dascraka*. the Kasmirakas, the Aurasikas. the Pi9achas, 
tlie Samudgala9, the Kaoivojas* the VaUdhanas, the Cbolas, die Paudyas, 
O Sanjaya, the Trigartas, the Malavai. trie Daradas, difficult of being 
vanquished, the Khasas arrived from diverse realms, as also the Sahas, 
and the Yavanas with their followers, were all vanquished by him of eyes 
like lotus petals. In days of old, penetrating into the very sea, he 
vanquished in battle Varuna himself in those watery depths, surrounded 
by all kinds of aquatic animals. Slaying in battle (the Danata named) 
Panchajtmu living in the depths of /VtA i/*i, Hnshikesha obtained the 
celestial conch called Panckajitny*. The mighty Kesava, accompanied 



♦ Jfa'jaraja , liL, the prince of steeds. He was an Amt a, otherwise 
called Kesin, in the form of a sited — T. 
t /. c. without weapons of any kind.— T. 

; Kaliprasanna Singha, in his Bengali translation, makes a mess of diis 
sMa. — T. 

$ Jarasandha, the powerful king of the Magadhas, and the sworn foe of 
Krishna, was vain by Bhiroa through Krishna's instigation. — T. 




DRONA PARVA 



2 S 



by Ptrtltt, having gratified Agnr at Khandava, obtained hi* invincible 
vreajxm of fire, his discus (called SvJarHtna). Riding an Vinata's 

son and afnghting (the denizens of) An*ru9ati % the heroic Krishna 
brought from Mahendra himself (the celestial IfowtT called) Farijaia. 
Knowing Krishna's prowess, Sakra quietly bore that act* Wc hav* never 
Heard that there is any one among the kings who has not been vanquished 
by Krishna. That exceedingly wonderful feat also, O Sanjayn, which 
the lotus'eyed one performed in my court, who else is capable of perform- 
ing it ? And since, humbled by devotion, 1 was suffered to behold Krishna 
as the Supreme I^ord, everything (about that feat) is well-known to me, 
myself having witnessed it with my own eyes- O -Sanjaya, the end can 
never be seen of the (infinite) achievements of Hrishikesa of great energy 
and great intelligence. Gada. and Satova, and Pradyumna, and Viduratba, 
and Charudeshna, and Sarana, and Ulraukha, and N'uatha, and the valiant 
Jhillivabhru, and Prilhu, and Viprithu, and Samika, ar.d Anmejaya,— 
these and other mighty Vrishni heroes, accomplished in smiting, will, 
standing on the field of battle, take up their position in the Pandava 
host, when summoned by that Vrishni hero, eta., the high souled* Keaava I 
Everything (on my side) will then be in great dinger ! Even this is what 
1 think 1 And there where Janurddana is, there will be the heroic Rama, 
equal in strength to ten thousand elephants, resembling the Kaiiasa peak, 
decked with garlands of wild flowers, and aimed with the plough. That 
Vasudeva, O San jay a, whom all the regenerate oives describe as the 
Father of all, will that Vasudeva fight foe the sake of die Panda vas ? O son, 
O Sanjaya, if he puts on his armour for the sake of the Pandavas, there b none 
amongst us who can be his antagonist If the Kauravas happen to vanquish 
the Pandavas, he of the Vrishni race will then, for the sake of the latter, 
take up bis mighty weapon. And that tiger among men, that mighty- 
armed one, slaying then all the kings in battle as also all the Kauraraa, 
will give away the whole Earth to Kunti. What car will advance in 
battle against that car which has Hrishikcsa for its driver and Dhaiunjaya 
for its warrior ? The Kurus cannot, by any means, gain the victory. Tell 
me, then, everything about how the battle took place- Arjuna is Kesava's 
soul, and Krishna also i* the soul of tbe diadem decked (Kirilin). In 
Arjuna is alway victory ; in Krishna is always fame. In all the worlds, 
Vibbatiu is invincible. In Kesava are infinite menu in excess. Tbe 
foolish IXiryodhana, who doth not know Krishna or Kesava, seems, 
through DeMiny, to have Death s noose before him. Alas, Duryodhana knows 
not Krishna of Dasarhal's race and Arjuna the son of Pandu 1 These 
high muled ones are ancient gods. They arc even Nara and Narayana. 
On Earth they are seen by men as two separate forms though in reality 
they are both possessed bot by one soul With the mind alone, that 



• Pis., the transplantation of the FahjaXx from Araamvaii to tbe Earth.— T. 
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invincible pair, of world-wide tame, can, if only they w;sh it, destroy this 
host l Only, in consequence of their humanity they do not wish it. 4 Like 
a change of the Yuga % the death of Bhishma, O child, and the slaughter 
of the high-souled Dmna, overturn the senses ! Indeed, neither by 
Brakma<harya , nor by sindy of the tftdas, nor by (religion) rites, nor by 
weapons, can any one prevent death. Hearing of the slaughter of Bhishma 
rod Dront, those heroes accomplished in weapons, respected by all the 
worlds, and invincible iu battle, why O Sanjaya, do I yet live ? In 
consequence, of the death of Bhishma and Dhiabina and Drona, O Sanjaya, 
we will henceforth hare to live as dependants on that prosperity beholding 
which in Yudhishthira we hid before been so jeal oui f Indeed, this 
destruction of the Kurus hath come in consequence only of my acts. O 
Svto, in killing those that arc ripe for destruction, the very straw becomes 
the thunderbolt. That prosperity is without end in this world which 
Yudhishthira is about to obtain, Yudbisbibira, tfs., through rhose wrath both 
Bhishma and Drona have fallen ! In consequence of his very disposition 
hath Righteousness gone over to the side of Yudhishthira while it is hostile 
to my sons. Alta, time, so cniel, that hath now come foe the destruction of 
all, cannot be overcome I Things calculated in one way, O aun, by even 
men of intelligence, become otherwise through Destiny. This is what I 
think l Therefore, tell me everything that has taken place during the 
progress of this unavoidable and dreadful calamity productive of the roost 
sorrowful reflections and incapable of being crossed over (by us) r . — 



SECTION XII. 

"Sanjaya said,— ; Yes, as I saw everything with my own eyes, I will 
describe to thee how Drona fell down, slain by the Pandavas and the 
Srinjayas. Having obtained the command of the troops, that mighty car- 
warrior, nr., B'naradwajVs son, said these words unto thy sun in the midst 
of all the troops Inasmuch as, O king, thou hast honored roe with the 
command of the troops immediately after thic bull among the Kauravas, 
ms., the son of the Ocean going (Gangs), take thou, O Bharata, the 
adequate fruit of that act of thine I What business of thine rhall I now 
achieve ? Ask tbou the boon that thou desir-st !— Then king Duryodhana 
having consulted with Kama and Dunasana and others, said unto the 
preceptor, that invincible wamor and foremost of all victors, these words : 



• Though $ods they have taken their births as men ; and. as men they 
must achieve their objects by human means. It is foe this that they do* noL 
by a 6at only of their will, destroy this bosL^T. 
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— !f thou wouldst give me a boon, then, seizing that foremost of car- 
waroors, era , Yudhishtb ; ra, alive, bring him unco me here !— Then that 
preceptor of the Kurus, hearing these word* o; thy son, returned him the 
foliowing answer, gladdening all the troops therewith.— Praised he Kunti's 
son (Yudhishthira) whose seizure only thou desires! ! O thou that art difficult 
of being vanquished, thou askest not any'otlier boon, (one for example), fox 
hb slaughter I For what reason, O tiger among men, doit thou not desire his 
death ? Tbou art, without doubt, O Duryodbana, not ignorant of policy ! Why, 
therefore, dost thou not allude to YodbUhtbira’s death ? It is a matter of 
great wonder that king Yudhishthira the lust hath no enemy desirous of 
his death f Inasmuch as thou wishest him to be alive, thou (either) seekeat 
to preserve thy race from extinction, or, 0 chief of the Rhantta*. thou, hav- 
ing vanquished the Pandaras in battle, art desirous of establishing brotherly 
relations (with them) by giving them their kingdom ! Auspicious was the 
birth of that intelligent prince ! Truly is he called AjatasaCm (the foeless 
one) for even tbou be are it affection for him 1— Thu* addressed by Drona, 
O Bbarata, the feeling that is ever present in thy eon's breast suddenly 
made itself known. Not even per&oni hke Yribaspati can conceal the 
expressions of their countenince. For this, thy ton, O king, filled with joy, 
said these words By the slaughter of Kunti's son in battle, O preceptor, 
victory cannot be mine ! If Yudhishthira were stain, Partha then, without 
doubt, would slay all of us I All of them, again cannot be slain by the 
very gods. He amongst them that will, in that case, survive, will exterminate 
us l Yudhishthira, however, is truthful in his promises If brought hither 
(alive), vanquished once more at dice, the Pandam will once more go to 
the woods for they are all obedient lu Yudhishthira ! It is evident that 
such a victory will be an enduring one. It is for this that I do not, by 
any means, desire the slaughter of king Padhlsthira the Just. — Ascertaining 
this crooked purpose of Dnryodhana, Drona who was conversant with the 
truths of the science of Profit and gifted with great intelligence, reflected 
a 1itt!e and gave him the boon, circumscribing it in the following way. 

M 'Drona said,— If the heroic Arjnna do not protect Yudhishthira in battle, 
thou mayst think the eldest Pandava as already brought under thy control. 
As regards Psrtha, the very gods and tbe A suras together, headed by Indra, 
cannot advance against him in battle. It is far this that I dare not do what 
tbon askest me to do ! Without doubt, Arjuna is my disciple and I was his 
first preceptor in aims. He is, however, young, endued with great good 
fortune, and excessively intent (on tbe achievement of his purposes/ He 
hath obtained, again, many weapons from Indra and Rudra. He hath besides 
provoked by thee been. I daremot. therefore, do what tbou askest me ! Let 
Arjuna be removed, by what means soever that can be done, from the 
battle. Upon Panha boing withdrawn, thou mayst regard king Yudhishthira 
as already vanquished. Upon his seizure is victory and not upon his 
slaughter, O bull among men ! Even by the stratagem, can, his seizure be 
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acc p!j shed ! S eiriog tbit king devoted to troth and righteousness, I 
will, without doubt, 0 monarch, bring him to tby control this very day, 
if he stays before me in battle even for a moment, of course, if Dhammjaya 
the son of Kunti. that tiger among men, be withdrawn from tbe field. In 
PhalguniV presence, however, O king, Yudhishthira is incapable of being 
Ukan in battle by even the s°d* and tbe Asuras headed by Indra !— 

'Sanjaya continued,— 14 After Drona load promised the king’s seizure 
even under these limitations, tby foolish aoos regarded Yudhishthira as 
already taken. Thy son (Duryodhaua) knew Drona's partiality for tbe 
Pandavat. Id order to make Drona stick to bis promise, therefore, he 
divulged those counsels. Then, O chastiser of foes, the fact of Drones 
having promised to seize the (eldest) Pandava wm proclaimed by Duryodbana 
unto all his troops. 



SECTION XII L 

“Sanjaya said,— 'After Drona had promised the king's seizure under 
those limitations, thy uoopa, hearing of (that promise about) Yudhishthira*® 
capture, uttered many leonine shouts, mingling them with the whizz ot 
their arrows and the blare of their ©one hs. King Yudhishthira the Just, 
however, O BharaU, soon learnt in detail, through his spies, everything 
about the purpose upon which Bharadwaja*s son was intent. Then bring- 
ing together all his brothers and all the other kings of hia army, king 
Yudhishth ra tbe Just addressed Dhananjaya, saying, -Thou hast heard, O 
tiger among men, about the intention of Drona ! Let such measures, 
therefore, be adopted as may prevent the accomplishment of that purpose* 
It i9 true, Drona, that grinder of foes, hath vowed his pledge, subject to 
limitations. Those limitations, however, O great bowman, rest on thee I 
Fight thou, therefore, today, O thou of mighty arms, in my vicinity, so 
that Durywlhana may not obtain from Druna the fruition of his desire ! — 

“Arjuna said, — As the slaughter of my preceptor can never be accomplished 
by me, su, O king, I can nerer consent to give thee up 1 O son of Pandu, 
I would rather yield up my life in battle than fight against my preceptor 1 
This son of Dbritarashtra desareth sovereignty, having seized thee as a 
captive in battle I Id this world he will never obtain the fruition of that 
desire of his l The firmament itself with its stars may fall down. The 
Earth herself may split into fragments. Yet Drona will, surely, never 
succeed in seizing thee as long as I am alive ! If the wkldcr of tbe thunder- 
bolt himself, or Vishnu at the head of the gods, assist him in battle, still 
shall he not succeed in seizing tbee on the field f As long as I am alive, O 
gTeat kmg, it beboveth thee not to entertain any fear of Drona altboogh 
he is the foTemost of all wielders of weapons ! I further say unto tbee O 
monarch, that my promise never remains unfulfilled. I do not recollect 
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having ever spoken any untruth. I do not recollect having ever been 
vanquished I I do not recollect having ever, after mak-.ng a vow. left the 
taut part of it unfulfilled I— 

"Sanjaya continued,— ‘Then, O king, oonchs and drums and cymbals 
and smaller drums were founded and beat in the Pandava Camp. And 
tbe high -son led Pandava* uttered many leonine shout*. These and the 
awful twang of their bowstrings and the slaps of palms touched the very 
heaven. Hearing that loud blare of conchs that arose from the camp of the 
mighty son of Pandu, diverse instruments were sounded amongst thy divisions 
alw. Then thy divisions as also those of theirs were ariayed in order 
of battle. And slowly they advanced against each other from desire of 
battle. Then commenced a battle, that was fierce and that made the hair 
to stand on end, between the Pandavas and the Kurus, and Drona and 
the PanchaUs. The Srinjayts, though struggling vigorously, were unable 
to beat in battle the host of Drona, protected as it was by Drona himself. 
And so also the mighty car-warriors of thy son, skilled in smiting, could 
not beat the Pandava host protected as it was by the diadem decked 
(ArjunaX Protected by Drona and Arjmu, both hosts seemed to stand 
inactive like two blossoming forests in die silence of the night Then he 
of the golden car, («r , Drona) like the Sun himself of great splendour, 
crushing the ranks of the Panda vas, careered through them at will. And 
the Pandavas, and the Srinjayas, through fear, regarded that single warrior 
of great activity upon his quickly-moving car as if multiplied into many. 
Shot by him, terrible shafts coursed in all direction* frightening, O King, 
die army of Paodu’s son. Indeed, Drona then seemed as the Sun himself 
at midday covered by a hu ndred ray® of light. And as the Danaval were 
unable to look at Iadra, so there was not one among the Pandavas, who, O 
monarch, was able to look at the angry son of Bbaradwaja in that battle. 
The valiant son of Bbaradwaja then, having confounded tbe (hostile) troops, 
speedily began to consume tbe division of Dhrishtadyumna by means of 
sharp shafts. And covering and obstructing all the points of tbe compass 
by means uf bis straight shafts, he began to crush the Pandava force even 
there where Prtshata’s son was. 



SECTION XIV. 

“Sanjaya said,— *Then Drona, causing a great confusion in tbe Pandava 
host, careered through it like a conflagration consuming (a forest of) trees l 
Beholding that angry warrioT owning a golden car consume tbetr divisons like 
a raging conflagration, the Srinjayas trembled (in feaxX Tbe twang, in that 
battle, of the constantly stretched haw of that waroot of great activity was 
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heard to resemble the roar of the thunder.* Fierce shafts shot by Drona 
endued with great lightness of hands, began to crush car-warriors Tand 
horsemen and elephant-warriors and foot-soldiers along with elephants and 
steeds. Showering his arrows as the roaring clouds at the close of summer, 
assisted by the wind, pour hail-stones, he inspired fear in the hearts of the 
foe. Careering (through the hostile ranks), O king, and agitating the troops, 
the mighty Drona enhanced the unnatural fear entertained by the enemy. 
The gold-decked bow, on his quickly-moving car, was repeatedly seen to 
resemble the lightning's fUsh amid a mass of dark clouds. That hero, firm 
in troth, endued with wisdom, and always devoted, besides, to righteousness, 
caused an awful riTer of angry current, such as may be seen at the end of 
the Vuga, to flow there. And that river had its source in the impetuosity of 
Drona’ a wrath, and it was haunted by crowds of carnivorous creatures. And the 
combatants constituted the waves that filled its entire surface. And heroic 
warriors constituted the trees 00 its banks whose roots were constantly 
eaten away by its current And its waters were constituted by the blood 
that was shed in that battle, and cars constituted its eddies, and elephants 
and steeds formed its banks. And coats of mail constituted its lilies, and 
the flesh of creatures the mire on its bed. And the fat, marrow, and 
bones (of fallen animals and men) formed the sands on in beach, and 
(fallen) head-gears its froth. And the battle itself that was fought there 
constituted the cloudy canopy above its surface. And lances constituted 
the fish with which it abounded. And it was inaccessible in consequence 
of the large numbers of (dam) men, elephants, and steeds (that fell in 
it), And the impetus of the shafts shot constituted iis current. 

And the slain bodies themselves constituted the timber Boating on 
it. And cars constituted its tortoises. And; heads constituted the stones 
scattered on its banks and bed, and scimitars its fish in profusion. And 
cats and elephants formed its lakes. And it was decked with many 
adornments. And mighty car-warriors constituted its hun Ircds of little 
whirlpools. And the dust of the earth constituted its wavelets. And capable 
of being easily crowed by those possessed of exceeding energy, it was 
incapable of being crossed by the timid. And heap* of dead bodies consti- 
tuted the sand banks obstructing its navigation. And it was the haunt of 
Kanias and vultures and other birds of prey. And it carried away thousands 
of mighty car-warrior* to the abode of Yarn*. And long spears constituted 
tbe snakes that infested it in profusion. And the liviog combatants 
constituted the fowl sporting on its waters, t Torn umbrellas constituted its 



♦ The Bengal texts 1 read this verse incorrectly. For PratafUtm tbe correct 
reading is satatam ; and for anutarwas the correct word is asukarittas. — T. 

t Tbe Bengal reading i» Suravyaia. The Bombay lex: aeads Suiatyala . . 
1 adopt the Utter Vafinas, 10 Pranita^nishniiam, is explained by Nilakantha 
tu mean fowl or buds. — T„ 
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large swans. Diadems formed the (smaller) birds that adorned it. Wheels 
constituted its turtles, and maced its alligators, and arrows its smaller fish, 
Aod it was the resort of frightful swarms of ctows and vultures and 
jackals. And that river, O best of kins, bare away in hundreds, to the 
regions of the Pitrii, the creature* thut were slain by Drona in battle. 
Obstructed by hundreds of bodies (floating on it), the hair (of slain 
warriors and animals) constituted its moss and weeds. Even such was 
the river, enhancing the fears of the timid, that Drona caused to flow 
there.* 

14 'And when Drona was thus grinding the hostile army hither and 
thither, the Pandava warriors headed by Yudhishthira rushed at that 
mighty car-warrior from all sides. Them thus rushing (towards Drona), 
brave combatants of thy army, possessed of unyielding prowess, received 
from every side. And the battle that thereupon ensued made the hair 
to stand on end. Sakuni, full of a hundred kinds uf deceipt, rushed towards 
Sahadeva, and perced the latter’s charioteer, and standard, and car, with 
many keeo-pointoi shafts. Sahadeva, however, withoot being much excited, 
cutting off Sauvala’s standard and how and car -driver and car, with sharp 
arrows, pierced Sa avail himself with sixty shafts. Thereupon Suvala'i son, 
taking up a mace, jumped down from bis excellent car ; and with that 
mace, O king, he felled Sahadevi’s driver from the Uttar's car. Then those 
two heroic and migbty warriors, O monarch, both deprived of car, and 
both armed with mace, sported in battle like two crests of bills. Drona, 
having pierced the ruler of the Panchalas with ten shafts, was, :n return, 
pierced by the latter with many shafts. And the Utter was again pierced 
by Drona with a larger number of shafts, Bhjmasena pierced Vivingsati 
with twenty sharp arrows. The latter, however, thus pierced, trembled not, 
which seemed to be highly wonderful. Vivingsati then, O monarch, suddenly 
deprived Bhimascna of his steeds aod standard and bow. And thereupon 
all the troops worshipped him for that feat. The heroic Bhimasena, 
however, brooked not that exhibition of prowess by his enemy in battle. 
With his mace, therefore, he slew the well-trained steeds of Vivingsati. 
Then the mighty Vivingsati. taking up a shield (and sword), jumped down 
from that car whose steeds had beeo slain, and rushed against Bhimasena 
like an infuriate elephant rushing against an infuriate compeer. The heroic 
Salya, laughing the while, pierced, as if in dalliance, his own dear nephew 
Nakula with many shafts for angering him. The valiant Nakula, however, 
cutting off kis uncle's steeds and umbrella and standard and charioteer and 
bow in that battle, blew bis conch. Dhrishtaketu, engaged with Kiipa, cut 
off diverse ninds of arrows shot at him by the Utter, and then pierced 



• It is evident that the very minuteness with which the companons is 
sought to be sustained destroys the effect. Regarding the repetitions/ they 
are just such as ooc may expect to find in verses composed txStmpart. — T. 
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Kripa with seventy arrows. And then he cut off the device of Kripa’t 
standard with three arrows. Kripa, however, began to oppose him with a 
thick shower of arrows. And resisting him in this way, the Brahman* fought 
on with Dbrishtaketu. Satyaki, laughing the while, pierced Kritavarman in 
the centre of the chest with a long arrow. And piercing him then with 
seventy arrows, he once more pierced him with many others. The Bhoja 
warnor, however, in return, pierced Satyaki with seventy arrows of keen 
points. Like the swiftly-coursing winds failing to move a mountain, Kritavarman 
was unable to mow Satyaki or make him, tremble. Senapatl deeply struck 
Siisarmana in his vitals. Susarmari also struck his antagonist with a lance 
on the shoulder-joint. Virata, aided by his Matty a warriors of great energy, 
resisted Vilurtana's son in that battle. And that feat (of the Matsya king) 
seemed highly wonderful Even this was regarded an act of great valor on 
the part of (he Sufai son in that he singly resisted that whole force by means 
of ha straight shafts. King Drupada was engaged with Bhagadatta. And 
the battle between those two warriors became beautiful to behold. That bull 
among men, tvs., Bhagadatta, pierced king Drupada and his driver and 
standard and car with many straight shafts Then Drupada* excited with 
wrath, quickly pierced dial mighty car-warrior in the chest with a straight 
shaft. Thoie two foremost of warriors on earth, vis,, Somadalta's son and 
Sikhandin, both conversant with every weapon, encountered each in other fierce 
battle that made all ereatures tremble w-.th fear. The valiant Bhurisravas, 
O king, covered that mighty car-wamor, tit., Yajnasena's son Sikhandin, 
with a thick shower of arrows. Sikhandin then, O monarch, eacited with 
wrath, piereeh Sooudatta’s son with ninety shafts, add caused him, O Bbarata, 
to tremble. Those fiaAzkaias of fierce deeds, vis., Hid'mba’s son and 
Alamvuaha, each desirous of vanquishing the other, battled most wonderfully. 
Both capable of creating a hundred illusions, both swelling with pride, 
battled with each other most wondrefully, relying on lhear powers of illusion* 
and peace desirous of vanquishing the 'other. The fierce Chekirana battled 
with Anuvinda. They coursed on the field, disappearing at times, and 
causing great wonder. Laksbmana sought fiercely with Ksbatradeva, even 
as Vishnu, O monarch, in dap of old, with the (Asura) Hiranyaksha. With 
his Beet steeds and upon his car duly equipt, Paurava. O king, roared at 
Abhimanyu. Endued with great might, Paurava then rallied at Abhiraanyu, 
desirous of battle. Then that chastiser of foes* ess,, Abbimauyu, fought 
fiercely with that foe. Paurava covered Subhadra’s son with a thick shower 
of arrows. Thereupon Arjuna's son felled his antagonist** sUnderd and 
umbrella and bow on earth.* Then pieicing Paurava with seven other 
arrows, Subhadra's son pierced the latter's driver and steeds with five arrows. 
Gladdening his troops thus, he then repeatedly roared like a lion. Then 



* This verse is read incorrectly in the Bengal texts, For h$yan read 

DA anus, — T. 
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Arj una’s son quickly fixed an arrow on his bowstring that was certain to 
take away Paurava* s life. Beholding, however, that arrow of frightful mien 
fixed on Abaimanyu's bowstring, Hridtlu’s son, with two shafts, cut off that 
bow and arrow. Then that slayer of hostile heroes, t«Y, Subhadra’s son, 
throwing aside that broken bow, took up a bright sword and a shield. 
Whirling with great activity that shield decked with many stars, and whirling 
that sword also, he coursed on the field, exhibiting hi* prowess. Whirling 
them before him, and whirling them on high, now shaking them and now 
Jumping up himself, from the manner of his handling those weapons, it 
teemed that (with him) there was no difference between that offensive and 
that defensive weapon. Jumping suddenly then upon the shafts of Paurava's 
car, he roared aloud. Mounting next upon his car, he seized Paurava by 
the hair, and slaying, meanwhile, with a kick, the Utter's driver, he felled 
his standard with a stroke of his sword. And as regards Paurava himself, 
Abhimanyu raised him up like Garoda raising a snake from the bottom of 
the sea, agitating the waters. Tnercupon all the kings beheld Paurava (stand- 
ing helpless) with dishevelled hair, and looking like an ox deprived of its 
senses while on the point of being slain by a lion. Beholding Paurava thus 
pros. rated, placed under the control of Arjuna's son, and dragged helplessly, 
Jayadratha was uiuble to brook it. Taking up a sword as also a shield that 
bore the device of a peacock and was decked with a hundred bells of small 
site suspended in rows, Jayadratha jumped down from bia car with a loud 
roar. Then Krishna’s eon (Abhiman yo), beholding the ruler of the Sindbus, 
let PAurava llune, and leaping up like a hawk from the latter's car, quickly 
alighted on the earth. The lances and axes and scimitars hurled by bis 
foes, Krishna’s son cut off by means of his sword or warded off by bis 
shield. Thus showing unto all the warriors the strength of bis own arms, 
the mighty [and heroic] Abhimanyu, once more upraising his large and 
heavy sword as also hia shield/ proceeded towards Vriddbakshatra’* son 
who was a sworn foe of his (Abhimanyu’*) father, like a tiger proceeding against 
an elephant. Approaching, they cheerfully attacked each other with their 
swords like a tiger and a lion with their claws and teeth. And none 
could notice any distinction between those two Hons among men as regards 
the whirl, mokes, and descent of their swords and shield ?.t And as regards 
thr decent and the whizz of their swords, and the warding off of each other's 
blows, it seemed there was no distinction between the two. Coursing 
beautifully in outward and inward tracks, those two illustrious warriors then 
seemed to be like two winged mountains. Then Jayadratha struck oci the 
shield of the renowned Abhimanyu when the Utter stretched his sword 
for making a puss at him. Then, O Bharat*, Jayadratiia's large sword 
sticking into Abhimanyu'* shield covered with golden plate, broke as the 



♦ The word ‘'heroic" occurs in the next verse. —T. 
t The words in the original are Sampata, Abhi*k<ita t and Nipat*.— T. 
5 
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ruler of the Sindhus attempted to draw it od forcibly. Seeing his sword 
break, Jayadiatha hastily retreated six steps and was sc*n within a twinkle 
of the eye to be mounted on bis own car. Then Krishna’s son also, that 
cocnbal with the sword being over, ascended bis own excellent car. Many 
kings then, of the Kuru army, uniting together, surrounded him on all 
tides. The mighty son of Arjuna, however, eyeing Jayadratlia, whirled his 
sword and shield, and uttered a loud shout- Having vanquished the ruler 
of the Sindhus, Subhadra's son, that slayer of hostile heroes, then began to 
scorch that division of the Kaurava army like Sun scorching the world. Then 
in that battle Salya hurled at him a fierce dart made wholly of iron- decked 
with gold, and resembling a blaring flame of Are. Thereupon Krishna's 
ion, jumping up, caught hold of that dart like Garuda catching a mighty 
Bnakc falling from above. And haring seized it thus, Abhimanyu unsheathed 
his sward. Witnessing the great activity and might of that warrior of immeasura- 
ble energy, oil the kings together uttered a leonine shout Then that slayer 
of hostile heroes, flfe., the son of Subhadra, hurled with the might of his 
arms at Salya himself that very dart of great effulgence decked with stones 
of lapis lazult. Resembling a suake that has recently c mi off its slough, 
that dart, reaching Salya's car, slew the latter's driver and felled him from 
his niche in the vehicle. Then Virata and Drupada, and Dhrishtakctu 
and Yudhilhthira, and Sityak:, and Kcltaya, and Bhiroa, and Dhrishtadynmno, 
and Sikbaodin, and the twins (NakuU and SabadevaJ, and the five sons of 
Draupodi, all exclaimed,— Excellent ! Excellent I And diverse kinds of sounds 
due to the shooting of arrows, and many leonine shouts, arose there, gladden- 
ing the unretreating son of Arjima. Thy sons, however, could not brook 
those indications of the victory of their foe. Then all of them suddenly 
surrounded Subhadra's son and covered him, O king, with showers of arrows 
like the clouds pouring rain on the mountain-breast Then that slayer of 
foes, ms., Artayam (Salya), wishing the good of thy tons and remembering 
the overthrow of his own driver, rushed m rage against Subhadra's son."* 



SECTION XV. 

•'Dhiitarashtra aid,— Thou hast, O Sanjaya, described to me many 
excellent single combats. Hearing about them, 1 envy those that have 
eyes** This battle between the Kurus and the Pandavas, resembling that (of old) 
between the gods and the A suras, will be spoken of as exceedingly wonderful 
by all men. I am scarcely gratified with listening to thy narrations of this 
excellent battle, Tell me, therefore, about this combat between Artayani 
(Salya) and Subbadia’s son ! 

“Sanjaya said, — 'Beholding his driver slain, Salya, upraising a mace 
made wholly of iron, jumped down in rage from his excellent car. Bhim* 
then, taking up his own huge mace, quickly rushed towards Salya 
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who then resembled the blaring }»ga fire or the Destroyer himself armed 
with his bludgeon. Subhadra's son abo, taking up a prodigious mace 
resembling the bolt of heaven, addressed Salya, saying,— Came, Ctmt 1 — 
Bhima, however, with much ado, persuaded him to stand aside. The 
valiant Bhimasen* ;hcn, having persuaded Subhadra's son to stand aside, 
approached Salya in battle and stood immovable as a bill The mighty 
ruler of the Madras also, beholding Bhima, proceeded towards him like a 
tiger towards an elephant. Then was heard there the loud blare of trumpets 
and concha by thousands, and leunina shouts, and the loud noise of 
drums. And loud cries of — ExxlUnt, Exall <nt y — arose among hundreds 
of Pandava and Kaurova warriors rushing towards each other. None else 
among all the kings O Bharau, save the ruler of the Madras can venture 
to bear the might of Bhimasena in battle. Similarly, who else save Brikodara, 
in the world, can venture to bear the impetus of the illustrious Salya's 
uuce in battle ? Bound in hempen strings mixed with wires of gold, the 
prodigious mace, capable of gladdening all spectators, of Bhima, being 
grasped by him, shone brilliantly. And similarly the mace of Sal) a also, 
who coursed in beautiful circles, looked like a blaring flash of lightning. 
Both of them roared like bulls, and both coursed in circles. And both 
Salya and Brikodara, standing a 9 they did, with their mares slightly bent, 
looked like a couple of horned bulls. Whether as regards coursing in circles 
or in w furling and striking with their maces, the combat that took place 
between those two lions among men was every way equal. Struck by 
Bhimasena with bis mace, the prodigious mace of Salya, emitting fierce 
sparks of fire, speedily broke unto fragments. And similarly Bbimasena's 
mace, struck by the foe, looked beautiful like a tree covered with fire- 
flies during the season of rains at eventide. And the mace that the ruler 

of the Madras hurled in that battle, irradiating the welkin, 0 Bharat a, 

frequently caused sparks of fire (to Hy around). Similarly tbe mace hurled 
by Bhimasena at the foe scorched his antagonist’s forces like a fierce 
meteor falling down (from the firmament). And both those best of micci, 
striking again si each other, resembled sighing she-snakes and caused fiaihcs 
of fire. Like two large tigers attacking each other with tbeix claws, 
of like two mighty elephants with :bcir tusks, those two mighty warriors 
coursed in circles, encountering each other with those two foremost of 
maces with which they were armed. Struck then with those foremost of 
macos and soon covered with blood, those two illustrious warriors seemed 
to resemble a couple of flowering Kinsukai. And tbe blows, laud 

as Indra’s thunder, of the maces wielded by those two I urns among men 
was beard on all sides. Struck by the ruler of the Madras with his mace 

on both the left and the right side, Bhima moved not in the least, like 

a hill riven by tbe thunder. Similarly the mighty ruler of tbe Madras, 
struck by Bhima with his mace, patiently stood stsll like a bill struck 
with the thunder. Both of them, with upraised uiaccs, endued as they 
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were with gre at impetus, fell upon each ocher, counting in shorter circle*. 
Quickly nearing each otbcT then by eight steps and falling upon each other 
like two elephants they suddenly struck each other with those maces of 
theirs made entirely of iron. And each of those heroes consequence 
of the other's impetuosity and violently struck with the other’s mace, fell 
down at the same instant of time with the other, like a couple oflndras 
poles. Then the mighty car-warrior Kritavarnun quickly approached Salya 
who, deprived of bis senses, was breathing bird as he lay on the field. 
And beholding him, O king, struck violently with the mace, and writhing 
like a snake, and deprived of his senses in a swoon, the mighty car-warrior 
Kritavaman, taking him upon his car, quickly bore the ruler of the Madras 
away from the field. Reeling like a drunken man, the heroic Bhima of 
mighty arras, rising up within the twinkling of an eye, stood mace in 
hand. Thy sons then, beholding the ruler of the Madras turn away from 
the fight, began, O sire, to tremble, along with their elephants, and foot- 
soldiers, and cavalry, and cars. Grinded then by the Pandavas desirous 
of victory, those warriors of thy army, struck with fear, fled away in all 
directions, like masses of clouds driven away by the wmd. And those 
mighty car-warriors, vit , the Pandavas, having vanquished the Dharlaraahtras, 
looked resplendent in that battle, O king,|like blaring fires. And they uttered 
loud leonine roars, and blew their concha, filled with joy. And they beat 
their drums. Urge and small, and cymbals and other instruments. 



SECTION XVf. 

’San)aya said, — ‘Beholding that anuy of thine exceedingly broken, the 
valiant Vrishasena, single-handed, began to protect it, O king, displaying die 
illusion of bis weapons. Shot by Vrishasena in that battle, thousands of anow® 
coursed in all directions, piercing through men and steeds and cars and 
elephants. Mighty arrows, of hlaxiog effulgence, shot by him, coursed in 
thousands, like the rays, O monarch, of the Sun in the summer season. 
Afflicted and crushed therewith, O king, car-warriors and hone-men suddenly 
fell down on the earth like trees broken by the wind. The mighty car- 
wantor Vrishasena, O king, felled large bodies of steeds, of cars, and of 
elephants, in that battle, in thousands. Beholding that single warrior cours- 
ing fearlessly on the field, all the kings (of the Pandava army), uniting 
together, surrounded him on all sides. Nakula’s son Satan ik* rushed at 
Vrishasena and pierced him with ten arrows capable of penetrating into 
the vital* The son of Kama, however, cutting off his bow, felled then 
his standard. Thereupon the other sons of Draupadi, desirous of rescuing 
that brother of theirs, rushed at him. And toon they made Kama’s son 
invisible by means of their arrowy showers. Against them thus souring 
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(the son of Kama), many car-warriors headed by Drona’s son (Aswatthanun) 
rushed. And these, O monarch, quickly covered those mighty car-warriors, 
***., the sjhs of Draupadi, with diverse kind* of arrows like clouds pour- 
ing rain on mountain breasts. Thereupon the Pundavas, from affection lor 
tbeir sons, quickly encountered those assailants The battle then that tojk 
place between thy troops and those of the Pandavag, wav exceedingly 
fierce and made the hair to stand on end, resembling as it d»d that 
between the gods and the DtvurvaS. Even thus did the heroic Kauravas 
and the Pandavas, excited with rage, fight, eyeing one another (furiously) 
and having incurred one another's animosity for past offences. The bodies 
of those heroes of immeasurable energy then seemed, in consequence of 
(the) wrath (that inspired them), to resemble those of Garuda and (mighty) 
Nagi tt battling in the sky. And with Bbima and Kama and Kripa and 
Drona and Drona’* son and Prishau** son and Satyaki, the field of battle 
looked resplendent like the all -destructive Sun that rises at the end of the 
Yuga. The battle that took place between those mighty men engaged with 
mighty antagonists and all smiting one another, was fierce in the extreme, 
resembling that (of yore) between the Dinaras and the gods- Then Yudhish- 
thira's host, uttering a noise loud as that of the surging sea, began to 
slaughter tby troops, the great cir-wamors of thy army having fled away. 
Beholding the (Kaurava) host broken and excessively mangled by the fee, 
Drona said,— Ve heroes, ye need not fly a»ay !— Then he [viz., Drona) 
owning red steeds, cicited with wrath and resembling a (fierce) elephant 
with four tU9ks, penetrated into the Pandava host and rushed against 
Yudhishthira. Then Y idhishthira pierced the preceptor with many whetted 
arrows equip* with Kanka feathers. Drona, however, cutting off Yudhishthira’s 
bow, rushed impetuously at him. Then the protector of Yudhishthira'* car- 
w heels, m., Kuuura, the renowned prince of the Panchalas, received the 
advancing Drona like the continent receiving the surging sea. Beholding Drona, 
that bull among Brahmanas heW in check by Kumara, loud leonine shouts 
were heard there with cries of Excellent, ExtilUnf 1— Kumara then, in that 
great battle, excited with rage, pierced Drona with an arrow in the chest 
and uttered many leonine shout*. Having checked Drona in battle, the 
mighty Kuraara, endued with great rightness of hand and above all fatigue, 
pierced him with many thousands of arrows. Then that bull among men 
(viz^ Drona) slew that protector of Yudhishthira s car-wheels, viz.. Kumara, 
that hero observant of virtuous vows and accomplished in both mantras 
and weapDm. And then penetrating into the midst of the (Pandava) host 
and careering in all directions, that bull among men, viz,. Bharadwaja’s 
son, became the protector of thy treops. And piercing Sikhandin with 
twelve arrows, and Uttumdujas with twenty, and Nakula with five, and 
Sahadeva with seven, and Yudhishthira with twelve, and each of the (five) 
sons of Draupadi with three, and Satyaki with five, and the ruler of the 
Matsyas with ten arrows, and agitating the entire host in that battle, be 




MAHABHARATA 



3 * 

rushed against the foeemost warriors (of the Pandavas) one after another. 
Anil then be advanced against Kunti’s son Yudbisbthira fiom desire of 
seizing him. Then Yugandhara. O king, checked Bbaradwaja’s son, that 
mighty car-warrior filled with rage and resembling the very ocean lashed 
into fury by the tempest. Bharadwnja's son, however, having pierced 
Yudbishcbira with many straight arrows, felled Yugandbara with a broad- 
headed shaft from b ts niche in the car Then Virata, and Dropada, and 
the Kaikeya princes, and Saty&ki, and Si vi, and Vyaghradatta die prince 
of the PanchaUa, and the valiant Singhasena, these, and many others, 
desirous of rescuing Yudhisbthira, surrounded Drosu on all sides, and im- 
peded his way, scattering countless arrows. Vyaghradatta, the prince of the 
Paochalas, pierced Drona with fifty keen-pointed arrows, at which, O king, 
die troops uttered loud shouts. Then Singhasena also, quickly piercing 
that mighty car-warrior, vis., Drona, roared aloud in joy, striking terror 
into the hearts of mighty car-warriors. Drona then, expanding his eyes 
and rubbing his bowstring and producing loud slaps of his palms, rushed 
against the latter. Then the mighty son of Bharadwaja, putting forth his 
prowess, cut off with a couple of broad-headed arrows the heads decked 
with ear-rings from the trunks of both Singhasena and Vyaghradatta. And 
afflicting also, with his arrowy showers, the other mighty car-warriors of 
the Pandavas, he stood in the front of Yudbishthira's cor like all-destroy- 
ing Death himself. Then, O king, loud cries were heard among the 
warriors of Yudhishthira's army to the effect. — The king is slain,— when 
Bhoradwaja’s kni of regulated vows thus stood in his vicinage. And the 
warriors there alt exclaimed, beholding Ihona’s prowess^-TVifly the royal 
son of Dhritarashtra will he crowned with success 1 This very moment , Drona 
having seised Yudhishthira , will, filled with Joy, assuredly come to us and, 
Duryedkana' s presence.— While thy soldiers woe indulging in such talk, 
Kunti's son (Arjuna) quickly came there, filling (the welkin) with the rattle 
of his car, and creating at he came, owing to the carnage he caused, a 
river whose waters were blood, and whose eddies were cars, and which 
abounded with the bones and bodies of brave warriors, and which bore 
creatures away to where the spirits of the departed dwell And the son of 
Pandu came there, routing the Kurus, and quickly crossing that river 
whose froth was constituted by showers of arrows and which abounded with 
fish m the form of lances and other weapons. And the diadem-decked 
(ATjuna) suddenly came upon Drona’s division, covering it with a thick 
network of arrows and confounding the very senses (of those that followed 
Drona). Incessantly placing his arrows on the bowstring and quickly shoot- 
ing them, none could notice any lapse of time between these two acts 
of the renowned son of KuntL Neither the (four cardinal) directions, nor 
die welkin, nor the firmament above, nor the earth, O king, could any longer 
be distinguished, for everything then became one continuous mass of arrows. 
Indeed, O king, when the wicldcr of Candida caused that thick darkness 
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by means of his arrows, nothing could be seen in that battle. Just then 
the Sun also set, enveloped with a dusty cloud. Nicther friend nor foe 
could any longer be distinguished. Then Dr cma and Duryodbana and 
others caused the withdrawal of their uoope. And ascertaining the foe to 
be inspired with fear and unwilling to continue the fight, Vibbatsu also 
slowly caused his troops to be withdrawn. Then the Pandavas arid the 
Srmjayas and the Panchalas, filled with joy, praised Fartha with delightful 
speeches like the Risbis praising the Sun. Having vanquished bit foes 
thus, Dhananjaya then, filled with joy, retired to hit tent, proceeding in the 
rear of the whole anuy, with Kesara as his companion. And stationed on 
his beautiful car decked with the costliest specimens of sapphires and rubies 
and gold and silver and diamonds and corals and crystals, the son of Pandu 
looked resplendent 1 Ice the moon in the firmament bespangled with stars. 



SECTION XVII. 

“Sanyiya said,— The troope of both armies, having proceeded to their 
tents, duly took up their quarters, O king according to die divisions aud 
the sub-divisions to which they belonged. Having withdrawn the troops, 
Drona, in great cheerlessness of mind, beholding Duryodhana, said these 
words in shame I told thee before that when Dhananjaya is by, 
YudhUhthira is incapable of being seised in battle by the very gods. Although 
all of you fell upon hitn in battle, yet Partha frustrated all your attempts. 
Da not doubt what I say , Krishna, and Paodu's son (Aajuna; are invincible ! 
If, however, Arjuna of white steeds can. by any means, he withdrawn 
{from Yodhishtbira's side), then Yudhishthira, O king, shall soon come 
under thy control 1 Let some one, challenging him (Arjuna) in battle draw 
him away to some other part of the field. The son of Kunti will not 
return without vanquishing him. Meanwhile, when Arjuna will not be by, 
I, O monarch, will raise king Yudhishthira the Just, penetrating through 
the Pandava host in the very sight of Dhrishtadyumna ! Thus, O monarch, 
I will, without doubt, bring Yudhishthira the son of Dharmi, along with 
his followers, under control ! If that son of Pandu stays even for a moment 
before me in battle, 1 will bring him a captive from the field. That feat 
will be more advantageous than victory (over the Pandava array) !— 

“Sanjaya continued,— 'Hearing those words of Drona, the ruler of the 
Trigartas, O monarch, with his brothers, said these words We, O king, 
are always humiliated by tbc wieider of Ga#diva I O bull of Bharata s race, 
although we bare done him no injury, Jyet he hath always injured us I 
Remembering all those diverse instances of humiliation, we burn in wrath 
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ar.<i a re never able lo sleep at night ! By good luck, that Arjima, armed 
with weapons, will stand befor us. That therefore, which is ;n our heart 
and which we strive lo accomplish, we are resolved to achieve now, that 
Ws., which will be agreeable to thee, and which will bring us renown 1 
Taking him out of the field we will slay him. Let the earth today be 
without Arjuna or let it be without the Trigarta* I We truly swear this before 
thee ! This our vow will never be false !— And Satyaratha and Satyavarnun, 
O B karats, and Salyarrata and Satyeshu, and Saryalcaruun alto, having 
spoken similarly, — those five btothers together, — with ten thousand cars, 
came, O king, (before Duryodbana), having taken that oath on the field of 
battle. And the Malavas, and the Tandikents with thouand cars, and that 
tiger among men, s&, Susimun, the ruler of Pra9tbala, with the Mavelakas, 
the Laiithyas, and the Madrakas, accompanied by ten thousand cars and 
his hruthers, and with another ten thousand cars from diverse realms 
came forward for taking the oath. Then bringing fire, and each making 
preparations for igniting one for himself, they took up ropes of Kusa grass 
and beautiful coats of mail. And equipc in mail, bathed in clarified 
butter, clad in robes of Kuia grass, and with their bowstrings serving girdles, 
those hemes, who had given away thousands and hundreds as (sacrificial) 
presents to Brahmanas, who had performed many sacrifices, had been 
blessed with children, and were deserving of blessed regions hereafter, who 
had nothing moro to <k> in tb:s world, who were prepared to lay down 
their lives in battle, and who devoted their soufe to the attainment of 
fame and victory, who were desirous of soon repairing by fair fight to 
those regions (hereafter) that are attainable by means only of sacrifices, 
with abundant presents to Brahmanas, and by means also of riles the chief 
amongst which are Braftrmicharya\ and study of the fUu, those heroes, 
having each gratified Brahmanas by giving tbecn gold,* and kine, and 
robes and having addressed one another in loving discourse, ignited those 
fires and took that vow in battle. And in the presence of those fires, 
firmly resolved, they took that vow. And having made that vow for the 
slaughter of Dhananjaya, then, in the bearing of all creatures, very loudly 
said, — Those regions that are for persons who have never adopted any 
vows those that are for persons that slay a Brahmana, those regions that 
are for one who drinketh wine, those that are for him who hath adulter- 
ous connection with his preceptor's wife, those that are for him who 
robbeth the property of a Brahmana, or for him who eajoyeth the king's 
grant without satisfying the condition of that grant, or for him who 
abandoned one asking for shelter, or for him* who stayeth a candidate for 
his favor, those that are for persons that set fire to houses and for those 

* litteraUy, a golden coin, whose weight is diversely stated by diverse 

authorities.— T. 
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that s£*y kine, those regions that are for those that injure others, those 
that arc (nr persons Harbouring malice against Ttrahraanas, chase that are 
for him who from folly doth not seek the companionship of his wife in 
her season, those also that are for those that seek the companionship of 
womon on the day they have to perform the Sraddka of their ancestors, 
those that are for persons tbit injure their own selves, or for those that 
misappropriate what is deposited with them from confidence, or for those 
that destroy learning, or foe those that battle with eunuchs, or fot those 
that follow persons that are mean, those regions that are for atheists, or 
for those that abandon their (sacred) fires and mother?, and those regions 
also that ate for the sinful, those shall be curs if without slaving D Homan jaya 
we return from the field, or if, grinded by him on the field, we turn 

hack from fear ! If. again, we succeed in achieving in battle feats the most 

difficult of accomplishment ;n the world, vre shall then, without doubt, 
obuin the most desirable regions !— Having said these words. O king, 
those heroes then marched U battle, summoning Arjuna towards the southern 
part of the field. That tiger among men, and subjngater of hostile cities, 
iuY, Arjuna, thus challenged by them, said these words unto king 
Yudbbhthn the Just without any delay Summoned, I never turn back. 

This is my fited vow. These men, sworn to conquer or d»e, are summon- 

ing roe, O king, to great battle ! Th:i Susie man here, with his brothers, 
summoned! me to tattle. It bchoveth thee to grant me permission for claying 
him with all his followers. O bull among men, I am unable to brook 
this challenge. I tell thee truly, know these foes to be (already) slain in 
battle I— 

“ Todhishthira 9i»d, — Thou hast heard, 0 child, :n detail, what Droua 
hath resolved to accomplish • Act thou in such a way that, that resolve 
of bis may become futile! Orona is endued with great might. He is a 
hero, accomplished in arms, and above fatigue ! O mighty car-wanior, even 
he hath vowed my seiniTe 1 — 

u ‘Arjuna said,— ‘This Satyajit, O king, will today become thy protector 
in battle ! As long as Satyajit lives, the preceptor will never be able to 
accomplish his wish ! If, however, O lord, this tiger among men, ws., 
Satyajit, be slain in batrlc, thou shouldst not then remain on the field even if 
surrounded by all (uor warriors) I — 

•■Sanjaya continued — 'King Yodhishthira then gave (to Arjuna) the leave 
(he sought). And he also embraced Arjuna and eyed him affectionately. 
And diverse were the benedictions that the king uttered on him. Having 
made this arrangement (for Yudhishthira’s protection),* the mighty Partlu 
went nut against the Trigartaj, like a hungry lion, for assuaging his hunger, 
upon a herd of deer. Then Duryodhana's troops, filled with joy at Arjuna's 

♦ I adont the Bengal reading which is Vidh<nMi\im. The Bombay 
reading is Vth4yainam l meaning “leaving Yudhishthir*"— T. 
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absence (from Yudbishthira’s aide), became furious for the seizure of Yudhish- 
ihira_ Then hath hosts, with great impetuosity, encountered each other, 
like Gang* and Saiayu in the season of rains when both streams arc swollen 
with water.’" 



SECTION XVIII. 

“Sanjaya sum), — 'The Sa*iia/>/<Uai* then, filled with joy, took their stand 
an a level field, having, with their cars, formed an array in the shape of the 
half moon. And those tigers among men, beholding live diadem-decked 
(Arjuna) come toward* them, were. O 9irc, filled with delight and uttered 
loud shout*. That noise filled the welkin and all the points of the compass, 
cardinal and subsidiary. And because it was an open plain covered only 
with men, it produced no echoes. Ascertaining them to be exceedingly 
delighted, Dhanajaya, with a partial smile, said these words unto Krishna • 
—Behold, O thou that hast Deraki for thy mother, those Trigarta brothers, 
who are about to perish in battle, are filled with delight at a time when 
they should weep ! Or, this is, without doubt, the hour of delight (with 
them), since they will obtain those excellent regions that are unattainable 
hy cowards ! — Having sard these words unto the mighty-armed Ilrtsikesa, 
Arjuna came up>n the arrayed ranks of the Trigartas in battle. Taking 
up then hit conch called DtvaHatta decked with gold, he blew it with 
great force, filling all the point* of the compass with its blare. Terrified 
by that blaxc, that car-host of the Samafiakat Mood motionless in h&trle 
as if it was petrified. Add alt their aninufs stood with eyes wide open, 
cars and necks and lips paralysed, and legs motionless. And they parsed 
urine and vomited blood. Regaining consciousness then, and placing their 
ranks in proper order, they shot their arrows all at once at the son of 
Pandu. Capable of displaying his prowess with great speed, Arjuna, with 
five and ten arrows, cut off those thousands of arrows before they could 
reach him. They then pierced Arjuna, earh with ten arrowa. Partha pierced 
each of them with three arrows. Then each of them, O king, pierced Partha with 
five arrows. Endued with great prowess, he pierced each nf them in return with 
two arrow*. And, once again, excited with wrath, they quickly poured upon 
ATjuna and Kesava countless arrows like the clouds pouring upon a lake their 
incessant showers. Then those thousands of arrows fell upon Arjuna like 
flights of hees upon a flowering cluster of tree* in the forest. Then Suvahu 
deeply pierced Arjuna* a diadem with thirty shafts endued with the strength 
of adamant. With those straight shafts equipt with wings of gold fixed on 
bis diadem, Arjuna, as if decked with omamcoti of gold, shone like Use 



• Soldiers sworn to conquer or die. Instead of using a long-winded phrase 
each time, the word occurs, it is better to repeat it in this form.— T. 
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(newly) risen Son. The son of Panda then, in that battle, with a bT<xad* 
headed arrow, cut off the leathern fence of Suvahu, and covered Suvahu 
himself with showers of arrows. Then Susarman and Suratha and Sodharman 
and Sudhanwan and Suvahu pierced P.irtha with ten arrows. Pa rib a, hav- 
ing the excellent ape on his banner, pierced ail of them in return with many 
arrows, and also cut off, with some broad-headed shafts, their standards 
made of gold. And cutting off the bow of Sudhanwan, be slew with his 
arrows the latter’s steeds. And then he cut off from his trunk the latter’s 
head graced with turban. Upon the Ull of that hero, his followers 

were terrified. And struck with panic they all fled away to where 

DuTyodbaru's forces were. Then Vasava’s son, filled with wrath, 

smote that mighty host with incessant showers of arrows like the Sun 
destroying darkness by means of bis incessant rays. Then when that host 
broke and melted away on all sides and Arjuna n» filled with wrath, the 
Trigartas were struck with fear. While being slaughtered by Partha with his 
straight shafts, they remained where they stood, deprived 'of their wnaes 

like a terrified herd of dccr. Then the king of the Trigartaa, filled with 

rage, addressed thoie mighty car-warriors, saying,— Do not fly, ye heroes I It 
behoretb ye not to be frightened ! Having, in the sight of all the troops, 
taken those terrible oaths, repairing thither, what shall ye »y unto the 
lenders of Duryodbana’s host ? Do we not incur ridicule in the world by 
such a (cowardly) act in battle ? Therefore, cease ye all, and fight accord- 
ing to your strength !— Thus addressed, O king, those heroes, repeatedly 
uttering loud shouts, blew their conebs, gladdening one another. Then 
those SumJaftafuii once more returned to the field, with the Naraynu 
cowherds, resolved to face Death himself- 



SECTION XIX. 

“Sanjaya said, — 'Beholding those SuHitaf/abi* once more return to the 
field, Arjuna addressed the bigb-BOutfd Vasudeva, laying,— 1 Urge the steeds, 
O Hrisbikcsa, towards the SamsaffaJkas. They will not give up the battle 
alive. This is what I think. Today thou shalt witness the terrible might 
of my arms as also of my bow ! Today I shall slay all these like 
Rudra slaying creatures (at the end of the Vug*) ! — Hearing these 
words, the invincible Krishna smiled, and gladdening him with auspicious 
speeches, conveyed Arjuna to those places whither the latter desired to go. 
While borne in battle by those white steeds, that car locked exceedingly 
resplendent like a celestial car borne along the firmament.* And like Sakta'a 
car, O king, in the battle between the gods and the A turns in days of old, 



Tbe second line of this verse if read incorrectly in the Bengal texts.— T. 
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it displayed circular,* forward, backward, and diverse other hinds of motion. 
Then the Narayanan, excited with wrath and armed with diverse weapons, 
surrounded Dhar-anjava, covering him with showers of arrows. And, O bu!l 
of Bharata's race, they soon made Kuntff son Dhananjaya, together with 
Krishna, perfectly invisible in that battle. Then Phalgum, excited with 
wrath, doubled his energy, and quickly rubbing its string, grasped G audio a, 
(firmly) in that battle. Causing wrinkles to form themselves on his brow,— 
sure indications of wTath.—tbe of Pandu blew his prodigious conch 
called Devadalla. And then he shot the weapon called Taihtra that in capable 
of slaying large bodies of foes together. Thereupon thousands of separate 
forms started Into existence there (of Arjuna himself and Vasudeva). Con- 
founded by those diverse images after the furm of Arjuna, the troops began 
la strike each other, each regarding the other as Arjuna's self.— This is 
Arjuna f — This is Gtoinda ! — 7 hi re arc Panda's s*n and he ef Yadu's r&i ! 
— Uttering such exclamations, and deprived of their senses, they slew one another 
in that battle, Deprived of their tenses b\ that mighty weflL|xxi, they slew 
one another. Indeed, those warriors (while striking one another) looked 
hestutiful like htosroming A’intukas. Consuming those thousands of anew* shot 
by them, that (mighty) weapon despatched those heroes to Yama's abode. 
Then Vihhatsu, laughing, crushed with his arrows the Lilithya, the Ma!ava the 
MavcUaka, and the Trigarta warriors. While those Kshattiyas, urged by fate, were 
thus slaughtered by that hero, they shot at Partita showers of diverse kinds 
of arrows, Overwhelmed with that terrible shower of arrows, neither Arjuna, 
r.or his car, nor Kesara, could any ior>gcr be seen. Seeing their arrows strike 
the aim, they uttered many joyous shouts. And regarding live two Krishnas 
as already slain, they joyously waved their garments in the air. And those 
heroes also blew their conch s and beat their drums and cymbals by thous- 
ands, and uttered many leonine shouts, O sire ! Then Krishna, covered 
with sweat, and much weakened, addressed Arjuna, saying, — Where art thou, 
O Partha 1 I do not sec thee 1 Art thou aliTe, O stayer of foes '.—Hear- 
ing those words of his, Dbananjaya with gr&u * peed dispelled, by means 
of the Vayavya weapon, that arrowy downpour shot by his foes. Then the 
illustrious Vayu (tbc presiding deity of that mighty weapon) bore away 
crowds of Samsaflakas with steeds and elephants and cars and weapons, as 
if these were dry leaves of trees. Borne away by the wind, O king, they 
looked highly beautiful, like flights* of birds, O monarch, flying away from 
trees. Then Dhananjaya, having afflicted them thus, with great speed struck 
hundreds and thousands of them with sharp shafts. And be cut off their 
heads, and also hands with weapons in grasp, by means of bis broad-headed 
anows. And he felled on the ground, with his shafts, their thighs resembl- 
ing the trunks of elephants. And some had their back* mangled, and some 
were deprived ox legs, and some were wounded on their backs, arms, and 
eyes. And thus Dhananjaya deprived his foes of diverse limbs. .And cars 
decked and equip! according to rule, and looking like the vapoury edifices 
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in the welkin, he cut off into fragments by means of Mb arrows, slaying 
their rider* and steeds and elephants. And in many place* crowds of cars, 
whose standards had been cut off, iooked like forests of headless palmoma. 
And elephants with excellent weapons, banners, hooks, and standards, fell 
down like wooded mountains split with Sakra's thunder. Graced with tails 
looking like those of the yak, and covered wtth coats of mail, and with 
their entrails and eyes dragged out, steed*, ak>ng with their riders, rolled on 
the ground, slain by means of Partin's shafts. No longer holding in their 
grasp the swords that had served for their nails, with their coats of mall 
tom and the joints of their bones bruken, loot-soldiers, with their vital 
limbs cut open, helplessly laid themselves down on the field slain by means of 
Arj una's arrows. And the field of buttle assumed an awful beauty in 
consequence of those warriors slain or in course of being slaughtered, falling 
and fallen, staying or in course of being whirled along. And the air was 
purified of the dust that had arisen, by means of the showers of blood 
(caused by Arjuna's arrows). And the earth, strewn with hundreds of 
headless trunks, became impassable. And the car of Vibhatsu in that 
battle shone fiercely like the car of Rodri himself while engaged at the 
end of the Yvga in destroying all creatures. While slaughtered by Parthu 
thus, those warriors, with their steeds and cars and elephants in great 
distress, ceased not to rush against him, tlwugli, derived of life one 
after another, they had to become the guests of Sakra. Then the field 
of battle, O chief of the Bh*xaUs, strewn with mighty car-warriors depu- 
ted of life, looked dreadful like Yania’s domains abounding with the 
spirits of departed crealures. Meanwhile, when Arjuna was furiously en- 
gaged (with the Samsaftakai), Drona, at the head of bis forces arrayed 
for battle, rushed against YudhUhthira. And many warriors, accomplished 
in smiting and properly arrayed, followed him, actuated by the desire of 
seizing Yudhishthira. The battk then that ensued became exceeding. 1 / 
fierce/ • 



SECTION XX. 

Sanjaya said,— Haring passed the night that mighty car- warrior, rts., 
Bharadvaja's eon, addressed Suyudhana, O monarch, saying, — 1 am thine • 
l have made arrangements' for Partha’s encounter with the Samiaftakai !r 
—After Partba went out for flaying the Samfaf/ttkas, Drona then, at 
the head of his troop* arrayed for battle, proceeded, O chief of the 
Bharat**, for seizing king Yudhishthira the just. Seeiog that Drona had 



* The second line is read differently in the Bombay text— T. 

t It seems that the text here is vicious, tt certainly requires settling. 
One complete shk* seems to be wanting. — T. 
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arrayed his forces in the form of a GamJa, Yudhishthira disposed his 
troops in counter tmy in the form of a semicircle. In the mouth of 
that Gantdfi was the mighty car warrior Drona himself. And its head 
was formed by king Duryodhana surrounded by his uterine brothers 
And Kriuvarman and the illustrious Kripa formed the two eyes of that 
Garuda* And BhtiUsarman, and Ksbeniasarman, and the valiant Kara- 
kaksha, and the Kalingas, the Singhalas, the Easterners, the Sudras, the 
Ahiras, the LXaserakax, the Sakas, the Yavaoas, the Kamvojaa, the Han* 
gsapadas, the Surascoas, the Daradas the Madras, and the Kaikeyas, 
with hundreds and thousands of elephants, steeds, cars, and foot soldiers, 
were stationed in its neck. And Bhnrisravas, and Salya, and Somadatta, 
and Valhika, tliese heroes, surrounded by a full AkikauUni % took up 
their position in the right wing. And Vinda and Aouvinda of Avanti, and 
Sudakshina the ruler of the Kauivojas, stationed themselves in the 
left wing at the head, however, of Drona's khi AswaUbaman. In 

the buck (uf that Gam du) were the Kalingas, (tie Amvashthas, the 

Magadhas, the l’aundras, die Madrakas, the Gandharas, the Sakuuas, the 

Easterners, the Mountaineers, and the Vasili*. In the tail stood Vikar- 

Una's son Kama, with his sons, kinsmen and friends, and surrounded by 
a large force Taised from diverse realms. Jayadratba. and Bhimaratha, 
tnd Sampiti, and the Yft)*s, and the Bhojas, and Bhuminjaya, 
and Vrisha, and Kratha, and the mighty ruler of the Nishadbss, all ac- 
complished in battle, surruunded by a large host and keeping the region 
of Brahma before their eyes stood, O king, in the bosom of that army. 
That arvay, formed by Drona, in consequence of its foot-soldiers, steeds, 
curs, and elephants, seemed to dance like the tempest-tossed ocean (as it 
advanced to battle X Warriors, desirous of battle, began to start out from 
the wings and sides of that array like roaring clouds charged with light- 
ning rushing from alt side* (in the welkin) at summer. And in the 
midst of that array, the ruler of the Pragjyutishas, mounted nn his duly 
exjuipt elephant, looked resplendent, O king, like the rising Sun. Decked, 
O monarch, in garlands of Bowers, and with a white umbrella held over 
his head, he looked like the moon at full when in conjunction with the 
constellation Kirtik.i And his juke-blind elephant, looking like a mass 
of black antimony, shone like a huge mountain washed by mighty cloud* 
(with tbeir showers). And the ruler of the Pragjyotithas was surrounded 
by many heroic kings of the hilly countries armed with diverse weapons 
like Sakra himself surrounded by the celestials. Then Yudhishthira, be- 
holding that superhuman array incapable of being vanquished by foes in 
battle, addressed Prishau's son, saying, — O lord, O thou that owncst 
steeds white as pigeons, let such measures be adopted that 1 may not 
be taken a prisoner by the Brahmana ! — 

“Dbrishtadyutnna said, — O thou of excellent vows, never shaft thou be 
placed under the power uf Drona, however much may be strive ! Even 
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I shall check Drona today with all his followers f As long &* I jun 
alive, O thou of Kutu's race, it behovech thee not to feel any anxiety. 
Under no circum stances is Drona able to vanquish me in battle I—’ 

“Sanjayu continued, —'Having said these words, the mighty son of Drupada 
owning steeds of the hue of pigeons, -entering his shafts, rushed himself 
at Dronn. Beholding that (to himi evil omrn in the shape of Dhrishtadyumna 
stationed before him, Drona soon became exceedingly cheerless. Behold- 
ing this, that crusher of foes, err., thy son Durmukisa, desirous of doing 
what was agreeable to Drona, began to check DhTishtadyunina. Then a 
terrible and a fierce battle took place. O Bharata, between the brave son of 
Prishau and thy son Durmukha. Then Prishata's son, quickly entering 
Durmukha with a shuwer of arrows, checked Rharaciwaja's son also with a 
thick arrowy downpour. Beholding Drona checked, thy son Durmokha 
quickly rushed at Prishata’s son and confounded him with clouds of arrow* 
of diverge kinds. And while the prince of the Panchalas and that foremost 
one of Kuru's race wctc thus engaged in battle, Drona consumed many 
portions that were thus engaged in battle, Drona consumed many portions of 
Yudliishthira's host As a mass of clouds is dispersed in different direction* 
by the wind, even so was Yodh'wlithirVs host, in many parts of the field, 
dispersed by Drona. For only a short while d;d that battle look beautiful. And 
then, O king, it became encounter of infuriate perscais in wh>ch no consideration 
was shown for anybody. And the combatants could no longer distinguish 
their own from the foe. And the Kittle went on, die warriors being guided 
by inferences and watchwords. Upon the gems on their head-gears, upon 
their necklaces and other ornaments, and upon their coats of mail, rays 
of light like those of the Sun seemed to fall and pUy. And cars and 
elephants and steeds, decked with floating banners, seemed in that battle 
to resemble masses of clouds with rows of cranes under them. And men 
stew men, and steeds of fiery metal slew steeds, and car-warriors slew 
car- warrior*, and elephants slew elephants. And soon a fierce and terrible 
encounter took pfaca between elephants with tall standards on tbeir backs 
and mighty compeers (rushing against them). And in consequence of those 
huge creatures rubbing their bod.es against those of hostile compeers and 
tearing one another (with their tusks), fires mixed with smoke were engendered 
there by (such) friction of countless tusks with tusks. Shorn of the standards 
(on their backs), those elephants, in consequence of the fires engendered 
by their tusks, looked like masses of clouds in the wclk n charged with 
lightning. And the earth, strewn with elephants dragging (hostile compeers) 
and roaring and falling down, looked beautiful like the autumnal sky 
overspread with clouds. And the roars of those elephants white they were 
being slaughtered with showers of shafts and lance;, resembled the roll of 
clouds in the rainy season. And some huge elephants, wounded with lances 
and shafts, became panic-struck. And others amongst those creatures, Je/t 
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the field with loud cries.* And some elephants there, struck by others 
with their tu9ks, uttered fierce cries of distress that resembled the roll of 
the all •destroying elands at the end of the Km/». And some, turned back 
by huge compeers, returned to the charge, urged on by sharp hooks. And 
crushiog hostile ranks, they began to slay all who came in their way. 
And elephant- driverB, attacked by elephant -drivers with arrows and lances, 
fell down from the backs of their beasts, their weapons and books loosened 
from their hand. And many elephants, without riders on their hacks, wandered 
hither and thither like clouds tom from mightier masses, and then fell down, en- 
countering one another. And some huge elephants, bearing on their backs slain 
and fallen warriors or those whose weapons had fallen down, wandered in all 
directions singly, t And in the midst of that carnage, some elephants 
attacked or in course of bring attacked with lances, swords, and battle-axes, 
fell dawn in course of that awful carnage, uttering cries of distress. And the 
Earth, suddenly struck with the falling bodies, huge as hills, of those creatures all 
around, trembled and uttered sounds. And with those elephants slain along with 
their riders and lying all about with the standards on their hacks, the 
Earth looked beautiful as if strewn with hills. And the drivers on the 
hacks of many elephants, with their breasts pierced by car-warriors with 
broad-headed shafts in that battle, fell down, their lancet and hooks loosened 
from their graspi And some elephants, struck with long shafts, uttered 
crane-like cries, and ran in all directions, crushing friends and foes with 
their uead. And covered with counties bodies of elephants and steeds 
and car-warriors, the earth, O king, became miry with flesh and blood. And 
Urge cars with wheels and many without wheels, crushed with the points 
of their tusks, were thrown up by elephants, with the warriors mounted on 
them. Cars were seen deprived of warnnn. And riderless steeds and 
elephants ran in all directions, afflicted with wound* And there sire slew 
son, and son slew sire, for the battle that took place was exceedingly fierce 
and nothing coold be distinguished. Men sank ankle-deep in the gory 
mire and looked like tall trees whose lower parts were swallowed up in a 
blazing forest conflagration. And robes and coats of mail and umbrellas 
and standards having been dyed with blood, everything seemed to be 
hloody on the field. I-arge bodies of slain steeds, of cars, and of men, 
were again cut into fragments by rolling car-wheel* And that sea of 
troops having elephants for its current, and slain men foe its (floating) 
moss and weeds, and cars for its fierce eddies, looked terribly beautiful. 
Warriors, having steeds and elephants for theb large vessels, and desirous 
of victory as their wealth, plunged into that sea, and instead of sinking in 

• The second line of this ver9e is certainly vicious. —T. 

t Ek*thar<u is explained by Nilakantha as “unable to bear the sight of 
others of their species,- i. walking by themselves, or solitarily or singly. 
Some of the vernacular translators are for taking tins word as implying the 
/?Kinfiieros.~ T. 
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i( endeavoured to deprive their enemies of their senses. When all the 
warriors, each bearing particular signs, if ere cowed with arrowy showers, 
there was none amongst them who lost heart though ail were deprived of 
their signs. In that fierce and awful hattle, Drona, confounding the semes 
of bis foes, (at last; rushed at Yudhishtbira.*”' 



SECTION XXL 

"Sanjaya continued,— •'Then Drona, beholding Yudhishthira near him, 
fearlessly received him with a thiclc shower of arrows. And there arose a kiwi 
noise among the troop* of Yudhishthira’s array like what is made by the 
elephant* belonging to a herd when their leader is attacked by a mighty lion. 
Beholding Drona, the brave Satyajit, of prowess incapable of being baffled, 
rushed at the preceptor who was desirous of seizing Yudhishthira. The precep- 
tor and the Panchala prince, both endued with great might, fought with each 
other, agitating each other's troops, like liulru and Vali. Then Satyajit, of 
prowess incapable of being baffled, invoking a mighty weapon, pierced Drona 
with keen pointed arrows. And Satyajit shot at Praia's charioteer five arrows, 
fatal at snake-poison and each looking like Death himself. The charioteer, 
thus struck, became depr.ved of hi a semes. Then Satyajit quickly pier cod 
Drona' s steeds with ten shaft* . and filled with rage he next pierced each of 
his Parihrri drivers with ten shafts. And then he coursed at the head of his 
tTOopa on his car in a circular motion. Excited with wrath, he cut off the 
standard of Drona, that crusher uf foes. Drona then, that chastiser of fues, 
beholding these feat* oc his foe in battle, mentally resolved to despatch him 
to the other world.* The preceptor, cutting off Satyajit's bow with arrow 
fixed thereon, quickly pierced him with ten arrows capable of penetrating into 
the very vitals. Thereupon the valiant Satyajit, quickly taking up another 
bow, struck Drona, O king, with thirty arrows winged with the feathers of the 
Kanfta bird. Beholding Druna (thus) encocotered in battle by Satyajit, the 
Fandavas, O king, shouted in joy and waved tbeir garments. Then the mighty 
Vrika, O king, excited with great wrath, pierced Druna in the centre of the 
chest with sixty arrows. That feat seemed highly wonderful. Then that 
mighty car-warrior, Ms.. Drona, of great impetuosity, covered with the 
arrowy showers (of his foes), opened his eyes wide and mustered all 
his energy. Then culling off the bows of both Satyajit and Vrika, 
Drona, With six shafts, slew Vrika with his charioteer and steeds. Then 
Satyajit, taking up another bow that was tougher, pierced Drona with 
hss Steeds his chanorteer, and his standard. Thus afflicted in battle by the 
prince of the Panchalas, Drona could nut brook that aCL Fox the des- 



♦ literally, “thought in his mind that his hour was come."-' T. 
7 
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tniction then of his foe, he quickly sped his arrows ( at him ). Drona 
then covered with incessant showers of arrows his antagonist's steeds and 
standard as also the handle of his bow, and both his Parskm drivers. 
But though his bows were ( thus ) repeatedly cut off, the prince of the 
Panchalas, conversant with the highest weapons, continued to battle with 
him of red steeds. Beholding Satyajit swell with cncigy in that dread- 
ful combat, Drona cut off that illustrious warrior’s bead with a crescent- 
shaped arrow.* Upon the slaughter of that foremost of combatants, that 
mighty car- warrior among the Panchalas, Yudhishthira, from fear of Drona, 
fled away, ( borne ) by fleet Meeds. Then the Panchalas, the Kekayas, 
the Matsyas, the Chedis, the Karushas, and the Koaalas, eying Drona, 
rushed at him, desirous of rescuing Yudhishthira. The preceptor, how- 
ever, that slayer of large nnmbers of foes, desirous of seizing Yudhish- 
thira, began to consume those divisions, like fire consuming heaps of 
cotton. Then Satanika, the younger brother of the ruler of the Matsyas 
rushed at Drona who was thus engaged in incessantly destroying those 
divisions ( of the Pandava host ). And Satanika, piercing Drona along 
with his driver and steeds with six shafts bright as the rays of the Sun 
and polished by the hands of thier forger, uttered loud shouts. And 
engaged in a cruel act, and endeavouring to accomplish what was diffi- 
cult of attainment, he covered Bharadwaja’s son, that mighty car-warrior, 
with showers of arrow* t Then Drona, with an anew sharp as razor, 
quickly cut off from his trunk the head, decked with car-rings, of Sata 
njka thus shouting at him. Thereupon the Matsya warriors all fled away 
Having vanquished the Matsyas, the son of Bharadwaja then defeated 
the Cbedb, the Karushas, the Kaikeyas, the Panchala*, the Srinjayas, 
arvd the Fandus repeated!} . Beholding that hero of the golden car excited 
with rage and consuming their divisions like & fire consuming a forest, 
the Srinjayas trembled ( with fear \ Endued with great activity and 
slaughtering the foe ceaselessly, the twang of the bowstring, as he stret- 
ched his bow, was heard in all directions. Fierce arrows shot by tlut warrior 
endued with great lightness of hand, crushed elephants and steeds and 
foot-xridiers and car -warriors and elephant-riders. As a mighty mass of 
roaring clouds in summer with violent winds ( blowing ) poureth a shower 
of hail-stones, so did Drona pour his arrowy showers and inspire fear 
in the hearts of his fow. That mighty hero, that great bowman, that dispeller 
of the fears of his Inendi, careered in all directions ( of the field ) agitating the 
(hostile) host. The bow, decked with gold, uf Drona of immeasurable energy, 
was seen in all directions like the flashes of lightning in the clouds. 
The beautiful altar on his banner, as he careered in battle, 0 Bbarata, 
was seen to resemble a crest of HimavaL The slaughter that Drona 

* Literally, "balf-moon-shaped. — T. 

t Cruel, because it was a Brahmana with whom Satanika was fighting. — T 




DRONA PARVA 



5 1 

caused among the Pamlav* troops was very great, resembling that caused 
by Vishnu himself, the adored of both gods and Asurtu, among the 
Dairy a host Heroic, truthful in speech, endued w’th gTcat wisdom and 
might, and possessed of prowess incapable of being baffled, tbe illustrious 
Drooa caused a river to flow there that was fierce and capable of 
striking the timid with fear. Coats of mail formed its waver, and 
standards its eddies. And it carried away (as it ran) large numbers of mortal 
creatures. Ar.d elephants and steeds constituted its great alligators, and 
swords formed its fishes. And «t was incapable of being easily crossed over. 
The bones of brave warriors formed its ptbbles, and drums and cymhals 
its tortoises. And shields and armour formed its lx*t&, and the hair 
of warriors its boating mos9 and weeds- And arrows constituted its 
wavelets and bows its current. And the arms of the combatants formed its 
snakes.* And that river of fierce current, running over the field 

of haute, bore away both the Kurus and the Srinjayas. And the heads 
of human beings constituted its stones, and their thighs its fishes. And 
maces constituted the rafts (by which many sought to cross it). And 
head gears formed tbe froth that covered its surface, and the entraifs (of 
animals) its reptiles. Awful (in unieo), it bore away heroes (to the other 
world). And blood and flesh constituted its mire. And elephants formed 
its crocodiles, and standards the trees (on its banks). Thousands of 
Kskatriyas sunk in it. Fierce, clogged with (dead) bodies, and having 
horse-soldiers and elephant warriors for its sharks, it was extremely difficult 
to cross it. And that river ran towards tbe abode of Yama. And it abound- 
ed with fCaklhaWi and dugs and jackals. And it was haunted by 

fierce cannibals all around. 

M4 Then many Pandava warriors headed by Kunti’s ion, rusbiog at Drona, 
that mighty car-warrior consuming their divisions like Death himself, sur- 
rounded him on all sides. Indeed, those brave warriors completely encom- 
passed Drona who was scorching everything around him like the Sun 
himself scorching the world with bis rays. Then the kings and the 
princes of thy army, with upraised weapons, all rushed for supporting 

that hero and great bowman. Then Sikhandm pierced Drona with five 
straight arrows. And Kshatradharman pierced him with twenty arrows, 

and Vasudana with five- And Uttamaujas pierced him with three arrows, 
and Kshatradeva with five. And Satyaki pierced him in that battle with 
a hundred arrows, and Yudbamaayii with eight. And YudhisbtbirB 

pierced Drona with a doren shafts, and Phrishtadyumna pierced him 
with ten, and Qiekitana with three. Then Drona of unbuffled aim and 
teeembhng an elephant with rent temples, getting over the car-division 
(of the Pandavas ), overthrew Dridhasena. Approaching then king 



4 The Bengal reading 1'a.hvpaliata is a mistake. Tbe correct reading is 
Vahvpannaga as in the Bombay text.— T. 
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Kshema wrbo was battling fearlessly, he struck him with nine arrows. 
Thereupon Ksheina, deprived of life, fell down from his car. Getting 
then into the midst of the ( liostile ) troops, he careered in all directions, 
protecting others but himself in no need of protection. He then pierced 

Sikhandin with twelve arrows, and UiLmiaujas with twenty. And he 

despatched Vaaudaiw with a broad-headed arrow to Uie abode of Yama. 
And he pierced Ksheiuavarman with eighty arrows and Sudakshina with 
si\ and twenty. And he felled KshaUadcva with a broad-headed arrow 
from hi* niche in the car. And having pierced Yudhomanyu with sixly- 
four arrow* and Satyaki with thirty. Drona of the golden car quickly 
appTcached Yudhishtbira. Then Yudliishthiru, thAt best of kings, quickly 
fled away from the preceptor, borne by bis fleet steeds. Then Panchalya 
rushed at Drona. Drona slew that prince, cutting off his bow, and 

telling his steeds and charioteer along with him. Deprived of life, the 

prince (ell down on the earth from his car like a luminary loosened from 
the firmament. Upon the fall of that illustrious prince of the Pancbalas, 
loud cries were beard thereof — Slay Drona* Slay Drona !— The mighty 
l>rona then began to crush and mangle the Pancbalas, the Matsyat, the 
Kaikcyas, the Srinjayaa, and the Pandavas, all excited with rage. And 
supported by the Kurus, Drona then vanquished Satyaki, and CbekftUfia, 
and DbrishUdyuiuna, and Sikhandin, and Vardbakshesai, and Chitmicna's 
son, and Senavindu, and Suvarcha&t, all these, and numerous other 
kings. Thy warriors, O king, having obtained the victory in that great 
battle, slew tbe Pandavas as they fled away in all directions. And the 
Pancbalas, the Kaikeyai, and the Matsyac, thus slaughtered on all side* 
like the Danaoas by Indra, began to tremble ( with feur X* n 



SECTION XXII. 



Dhriurashtra said,— 'When the Pandavas were broken by Bbaradwaja’s 
son in that dreadful battle, and the Pancbalas also, was there anybody 
that approached Drona for battle ? Ala*, beholding Drona stationed in battle, 
like a yawning tiger or an elephant with rent temples, ready to lay 
down his life in battle, well-armed, conversant with all modes of fight, 
that great bowman, that tiger among men, that enhancer of tbe fears of 
foes, grateful, devoted to truth, ever desirous of benefiting Duyyodhana, 
—alas, beholding him at the head of his troops, was tbexe no man 
flat could approach him, with a laudable determination for battle, a deter- 
mination that enhances tbe renown of Kshatriyas, that mean-spirited 
persons can never form, and that is distinctive only of foremost of 
pennns ? Tell me, O Sanjaya, who were those heroes that approached tbe 
son of Bharadwaja, beholding him at the head of his forces.? 
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“Sanjayu aid,— ' 1 Beholding the Panchal»8, the Panda vat, the Matsyas, 
the Srinjayos, the Chcdis, and the Kaikeyaa, thus routed after being 
broken in battle by Orona with h» shafts, beholding them thus driven 
from the field by those showers of fleet arrows shoe from Drona’* bow 
like vessels sent adrift by the awful waves of the tern pest -tossed ocean, 
the Kauraras with many leonine shouts and with the noise of diverse 
instrument^ began to assail the cars and elephants and foot-soldiers ( of 
that hostile host ) from all sides. And bebtxding ibjse ( fleeing solders 
of the Pandavas ), king Duryodbana, stationed in the midst of his own 
forces and encompassed by his own relatives and kinsmen, filled with 
Joy and laughing as he spoke, said these words onto Kama. 

“ ‘Duryodhana said, — Behold, O Radba’s son, the Panchalaa broken by 
Out firm bowman (Dcona) with bis shafts, like a herd of wild deer 
frightened by a lion ! These, I think, will not again come to battle ' 
They have been broken by I>rona like mighty trees *by the tempest ! 
Afflicted by that high-souled warrior with those shafts winged with gold, 
they arc fleeing away, no two persons being together l Indeed, they 
seem to be dragged in eddies all over the field ! Checked by the 
Kaurovas ns also by the high-souled Drona, they are huddling close to 
one another like (a herd of) elephants in the midst of a conflagntLion. 
Like a blossoming tree penetrated by flights of bees, these warriors, 
pierced with the sharp shafts of Drona, are huddling close to one another 
as they are flying array from the field. There, the wrathful Bhima, aban- 
doned by the Panda v*A9 and the Srinjayas, and surrounded by fry war- 
riors. delighteth me greatly, O Kama I It is evident, that wicked wight 
bcboldcth the world today to be lull of Drona I Mlthoat doubt, that 
son of Pandu hath today become hopeless of life and kingdom !— 

‘"Kama said, — That -mighty firmed warrior will not certainly abandon 
the battle as long as he is alive. Nor will he, O tiger among men, 
brook these leonine shouts (of ours). Nor will the Pandavaa, I think, be 
defeated in battle. They are brave, endued with great might, accom- 
plished in weapons, and difficult of being resisted in battle. Recollecting 
the woes cauied them by our attempts at poisoning and burning them, 
and the woes that arose from the match at dice, bearing in mind also 
therr exile in the woods, the Pandavar, l think, will not abandon the 
battle. The mighty-aiioed Vrikodaro of immensunbV: energy bath already 
turned back (for the fight). The son of Kami will certainly slay many 
foremost of our car-warriors. With sword and bow and dart, with Meeds 
and elephants and men and ears/ with his mace made of iron, he will 
slay crowds upon crowds (of our soldiers). Other car-wwrriort headed by 
Sat yak i, together with the Panchalas, the Kekayas, the Mattyaa, and ttperi* 



• Using even these as implements for striking, for Bbtma's might was 
superhuman.—' T. 
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ally the Pandavas, arc following him. They arc all brave, and possessed 
of great might and prowess. Mighty car -warriors, they are agam led by 
Bhima in wrath 1 Those hulls of Kura’s race, surrounding Vrikodara on 
all sides like the clouds surrounding the Sun, begin to approach Drona 
from all sides. Closely intent upon one object, these will certainly afflict 
the unprotected Drona like flights of insects on the point of death 
afflicting a blaming lamp. Accomplished in weapons, they are certainly 
competent to resist Drona. Heavy is the burthen, I think, that now rcBts 
on Bharadwaja's son. Let us then quickly go to the spot where Drona 
is. T>et not these slay him of regulate 3 vows like wolves slaying a mighty 
elephant 1 — 

“Sanjaya continued,— 'Hearing these words of Kadheya, king Duryu- 
dhana then, accompanied by his brothers, O monarch, proceeded towards 
Drona's car. The noise there was deafening, of Pandava warriors returned 
to the fight on their cars drawn by excellent steeds of diverse bue. # all 
actuated by the desire of slaying Drona alone/ " 



SECTION XXII!. 

“Dhriurashtra said,— ,4 Tell me, O Saniya, the distinctive indications 
of the cars of all those who, excited with wrath and headed by Bbinta- 
sena, had proceeded against Drona 1 

"Sanjaya said,— 'Beholding Vrikodara advancing (on a car drawn) by 
steeds of a dappled hue <likc that of the antelope), the brave grandson 
of Sini (Satyaki) proceeded, borne by steeds of a silvery hue. The 
irresistible Yudbamanya, excited with rage, proceeded against Drona, borne 
by excellent steeds of a variegated hue. Dbrifthudyumna, the *on of 
the Pandiala king, proceeded, borne by steeds of great fleetriess in trap- 
pings of gold and of the hue of pigeons.* Desirous of protecting bis 
sire, and wishing him complete success, (Dbrishiad)iimna's son) Kihatra- 
dhartnan of regulated vows, proceeded, burne by red steeds. Ksbatra- 
deva the son of Sikbar.dm, himself urging well-decked steeds of the hue 
of lotus leaves and with eyes of pure white, proceeded (against Drona). 
Beautiful steeds of the Kamvoja breed, decked with the feathers of the 
green parrot, bearing Nakula, quickly ran towards thy army. Datk steeds 
of the color of clotids wrathfully bore Uttamaujas, O BharaU, to battle, 
against the invincible Drona standing with arrows aimed. Steeds, fleet 
as the wind, and of variegated hue, boTc Sahadcva with upraised weapons 
to that fierce battle. Of great impeiuoeity and possessed of the flcetness 
of the wind, steeds of the hue of ivory and haring black hair on die 



* fttmaiamUU ia a mistake of the Bengal texts for Hemabktndms.—' T. 
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neck, bore Yudhishthira. that tiger among men. And many warriorB 
followed Yudhishthira, borne on their steed* decked in trappings of gold 
and all fleet as the wind. Behind the king was the royal chief of the 
Panchalas, viz , Drupada, with a golden umbrella over bis head and 
himself protected by alt those soldier* ( that followed Yudimhihira ). 
That great bowman among all the kings, viz, San tab hi, proceeded, 
borne by beautiful steeds capable of bearing every noise. Accompanied 
by alt tbe great car-warriors, Virata quickly followed the former. The 
Kaikeyas, and Sikhandin, and Dhrishtaketu, surrounded by their respective 
troops, followed the ruler of the Matsy&s. Excellent steeds of the ( pale- 
red ) hue of trumpet-flowers, looked exceedingly beautiful as they bore 
Virata. Fleet steeds of yellow color and decked in chains of gold bore 
with great speed the son ( UtUra ) of that slayer of foes, viz., Virata 
the royal chief of the Matsyas. The five Kekaya brothers were borne 
by steeds of deep red hue. Of the splendour of gold and owning stand- 
ards of red hue, and decked with chains of gold, all of them heroes 
accomplished in battle, they proceeded, cUd in mail, and showering arrows 
like tbe very clouds. Excellent steeds, tbe gift of Tumvuru, of the hue 
of unhaked earthen pot*, bore Sikhandin the Tanchala prince of immea- 
surable energy.* Altogether, twelve thousand mighty carwarnoTB of tbe 
Panchaia race proceeded to hatde. Of these, six thou And followed 
Sikhandin. Sportive steeds, O sire, of the dappled hue of the antelope, 
bore tbe son of SisupaL* that tiger among men. That bull among the 
Chedis, ttY, Dhnshuketu, endued with great strength, and difficult of 
being vanquished in battle, proceeded, borne by Kamvoja steeds of varieg- 
ated hue. Excellent steeds of the Sindbu breed, of beautiful limbs, and 
of the hue of the smoke of straw, quickly bore tbe Kaikeya prince 
Vrihatkfihatra. Possessed of eyes of pure white, of the hue of the lotus, 
bom in tbe country of the Valhikas, and decked with ornaments, bore 
Sikhandin’* son, the brave Kshatradeva.? Decked in trappings of gold, 
and possessed of the hue of red silk, quiet steeds bore Scruvindu, that 
chastiser of foes, to battle. Excellent steed* of the hue of cranes, bore 
to battle the youthful and delicate son of tbe king of the Kasis, that 
mighty car-warrior. White steeds wilh black neck?, endued with the speed of 
the mind, 0 monarch, and exceedingly obedient to the driver, bore prince 
PrativindhyaL Whitish yellow steeds bore Sutasoma, the wn of Arjuna. whom 
the latter bad obtained from So. -ns himself. He was born in tbe Kuru city 
known by tbe name of Udayendu. Endued with the effulgence of a thousand 
Moons, and because also lie had won great renown in an assembly of the 
Somakas, he came to be called Sutasoma. Steeds of die hue of Sala llouers or 



• The first line of 20 is vicious as it occurs in the Bengal texts. The 
Bombay reading is COtrcCL — T. 

t This seems to be a repetition of tbe 6th verse.— T. 
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of the morning 3un bore Nikola's son Salonika worthy of every praise. Steed* 
decked in trappings of gold, and endued with the hue of the peacock s neck, 
bore that tiger among men, Sruukarraan, the son of Draupadi (by Bilims). 
Excellent steeds of- the hue of the king fishd's feathers bore Draupadi's son 
Sruukirti to that battle, who like Partial was an ocean of learning. Steeds ol 
a lawny hue bore the youthful Abhimanyu who was regarded a* superior to 
Knsbni or Pauba one and a half times in battle. ( isgantic steeds bore 
Yuyutsu to battle, that only wamor amongst the sons of Dhritarashtra wh a 
(abandoning his brother) hath sided with the Paodavas. Plump and well- 
decked steeds of the hue of the (dried) paddy stalk bore Vtudhakshemi of 
great activity to that dreadful battle. Steeds with black legs, equip* in breast 
plates of gold, and exceedingly obedient to the driver, bore the youthful San* 
chilli to battle. Steed* whose bucks were covered with golden armour, decked 
with chains of gold, well-broken, and of the hue of red silk, bore Cremmat 
Steeds of a red hue bore die advancing Satyadbrrti accomplished in the science 
of arms and in the divine Vida*. That prince of Panchala who was com- 
mander (of the Pandava army) and who took I>rona as the victim allotted to 
his share, — that Dhrishudyumna, — was borne by steeds of the hue of pigeons. 
Him followed Satyadhriti, and Sancbim irresistible in battle, and Crcnimat, 
and Vasudana, and Vibbu the son of the ruler of the Katis. These had fleet 
steeds of the best Kamvoja breed, decked with chains of gold. Each resem- 
bling Yams or Vaisravana, they proceeded to battle, striking feat into the hearts 
of the hostile soldiers. The Prahhadrakas of the Kamvoja country, numbering 
six thousand, with upraised weapons, with excellent steeds of diverse nu«, and 
with gold decked standards on their cars with streched bows and making their 
foes tremble with their showers of arrows and resolved to die together,* 
followed Dhrishtadjrumna. Excellent steeds of the hue of tawny silk, decked 
with beautiful chains of gold, cheerfully bore Chekitana. Arjuna's maternal 
uncle Purujit, otherwise called Kuntibhoja, came, borne by excellent steeds of 
the colors of the rainbow. Steeds of the color of the star-bespangled firmament 
bora to battle king Rochamana. Siocds of Che hue of the red deer, with 
white streaks over their bodies, bore the Panchala Pnnce Singhasena the son 
of Gopati. That tiger among the Panch&las who is known by the name of 
Janameyaya had excellent steeds of the hue of mustard flowers. Fleer, gigantic, 
and -dark -blue steeds, decked with chains of gold, with hacks of live hue of 
curds and faces of the hue of the moon, bore with great speed the ruler of 
the Panchala*. Brave steeds with beautiful heads, (white) as the stalks of 
Teeds, and with a splendour resembling thAt of the firmament or the lotus, bore 
Pandadhara. Light brown steeds with backs of the hue of the mouse, and with 
necks proudly drawn up, bore Vya^h racial U to hatde. Dark-spotted Meeds 
bore that tiger among men, vit. 9 Sudhanwan, the prince of Panchala. 
Of fierce impetuosity resembling that of Indra’s thunder, beautiful Meeds of 
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•die hue of InJraftf>t*as % with variegated patches, bene Chitrayudha. Decked 
with golden chains, steeds whose bellies were of the hoc of the CA&ifjVitia, 
bore Sakshatra the son of the ruler of tie KchaUs. Beautiful and tall Heeds 
of TAric£Aie.l hoe, and cigantic bodies, exceedingly ducilc, and decked with 
chain* of gold, bore SityiJhrili accomplished in baule. Sockta advanced to 
b title with his standard and if m Our and bu r and steeds a’l of the sime white 
hoc. Steed* born on the seu-cu nt and w i te as the miv>n, bore Cuandrasena 
of rtcrcj energy, the sun of S uniidrasena. Staeds of the hue of the blue lotus 
and de* ked with Ornaments of gold and adorned With beautiful fl ,ra! wreaths 
bore Saira owning a beautiful car to hur.le. Superior steeds of the hue of 
Kaijra ll jw.ts. with white and red streaks bore Ruhisena d rti;u!t of being 
resisted in battle W.i-te st-eJi b »re th it kiftj w io tlew tl>e Patclvcharas 
and who is regarded as the brave*: of men Superior steed* of the hue of 
A7irr»&j flowers horc China) ud decked with beautiful garlands and owning 
beautiful armour and weapon* and itindtrd, King Nila advanced to Kittle, 
with standard and armour and bow and banner and treeds all of the same blue 
color. Chitra advanced to battle with car-fence and standard ar.d bow 
all decked with diverse kinds of gems, and with beautiful steeds 
and banner. Excellent steeds of the hu« of iho lotus bore Hemavarana 
the s m of Rochnmana Chargers capable of bearing all kinds of weapons, of 
brave achievements in battle, pjt*?*ied of vertebral column* of the hue of 
reeds, having white testicles, and endued with the color of trie hen's «gc, bore 
Dtndaketu. The mighty Siring idnw tjt, endued with wealth of energy, the 
king of the Pandyas, un steeds of the hue uf the ni >on’$ rays and decked with 
ar moor set with stones of l jfis lazuli* ad\anccd up’>n Drona, stretching his 
excellent br>w. Hit country having been invaded ard hi* kinsmen having fled, 
his father had been slain by Krishna in battle. Obtaining weapons then 
from Bliisma and Drona and Rama and Kripa, prince Sxrangadhawaji 
became, in weapons, the equal of Rukati and Kama and Arjuna and Achyuta. 
He then desired to destroy t lie city of DwanVa and subjugate the whole 
w irIJ. Wise freui«, h »w:vur. from desire of d* nx him g'v^d. counselled him 
against that course. Giving up all thoughts of revenge he is now ruling his 
own dominions- Steeds that were all of the hue of the Atruia Brower bore a 
hundred and forty thousand principal car-warriors that followed that Suranga- 
dhwaja the king of the Pan lyas. Steeds of diverse hues and diverse kinds cif 
faces bore the heroic G motkacha, that banner of a’l car-warrior*. Mighty 
steeds of p£ant : c * *e, of the A-.itta breed bore the mighty-armed Vrihanu 
of red eyes mounted on his golden car. that prince, til , who, rejecting the 
opiniom of all the Bharatai, hath singly, from his reverence lor Yudhtththira, 
gone over to him, abandoning all h;s cherished desires.* Superior steeds of the 
hue of grid r alio**! that furutiM of kinjs, ni, the virtuous 
Yudhishthin at his tack. Large number* of Prabhadrakas, of celestial shape*, 

• The last word of the first line of 74 « vicious as printed in the 
Bengal texts. — T. 
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advanced to battle, with good steeds of diverse excellent colors. All of them 
owning standards of gold and prepared to struggle vigorously, proceeded 
with Blv.maf.cna, and wore the aspect, O monarch, of the denizens of 
heaven with Irvdra at their head. That assembled host of Prabhadrakat 
was much liked by Dbriahtadyumna. 

41 'Bharxdwaja’s jon, however, O monarch, surpassed all the warriors 
in splendour. H.s standard, with a black deer-skin waving on its top and 
the beautiful water-pot, O monarch, that it bore, looked exceedingly beauti* 
ful. And Bbiraaiciu't standard, bearing the device of a gigantic lion in 
silver with its eye* made of lapis Astw/t, looked exceedingly resplendent. 
The standard of Yudbishthira of great energy, bearing the device of a 
golden moon with the planets around it, looked very beautiful. Two Urj,e 
and beautiful k«:tle*drum», called Nanda and Upananda, were tied to it. 
Played upon by machinery, these produced excellent music that enhanced 
the delight of all who heard it. For terrifying the foe, we beheld that 
the tall and fierce standard of Nikola, placed on his car, bore the 
device of a Saradha with its back made of gold. A beautiful silver *w*n 
with bells and banner, tcniblc to look at and enhancing the grief of the 
foe, was seen on Sihadeva’s standard. The standards of the five sons of 
Draupadi bore on them die excellent images of Dbarma, Marut, Sakra, 
and the twin Aswins. On the car, O king, of the youthful Abhimanyu 
was an excellent standard that bare a golden peacock, which was bright 
as heated gold. On Ghatotkacha's standard, O king, a culture shone 
brightly, and his steeds also were capable of going everywhere at will 

like those of Havana in days of yore. In Yudhishtnira'9 hands wai the 

celestial bow called Alahtndra ; and in the hands of Bhi.nasena, O king, 
was the celestial bow called Yayavyh. For the protection of the three 
worlds Brahman had created a bow. That celestial and indestructible 
bow was held by Pbalguoa. The YaisAmapa bow was held by NakuU, 
and the bow called A twin* was held by Sahadeva. That celestial and 

terrible how, called the Pavlasrya, was held by Ghatotkacha. The five 

jewels of bows borne by the five sons of Draupadi were the Rauira. the 
Ainrya , the Kiwviryya , the Yamya % and the Cirisa. That excellent and 
best of bows, called the Ravdra, which Rohini’s son (Valadcva) had 
obtained, the Utter gave unto the high-souled son of Subhadra, haring 
been gratified with him. These and many other standards, decked with 
gold, were seen there, belonging to brave warriors, all of which enhanced 
die fears of their foes. The ho* ODrnmanded by Droru, which numbered 
not a single coward, and in whkb countless standards rising together seemed 
to obstruct the welkin, then looked, O monarch, like images on a canvas. 
We beard the names and Uncage. O king, of brave warriors rushing towards 
Drona in that battle li ke to what is heard, O monarch, at a Self choke.’ 

# The custom, when one warrior attacked another, was invariably to give 
hit name and lineage before striking.— T, 
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"Dbr.tarashtra said.— Those Kshatriyaa, O Sanjaya, that advanced to 
battle, headed by Vrikodara. would infix* pain on the very boat of the 
celestials, Min here is born, subject to (the decrees of) Destiny. It is 
fot this that all his purposes are seen to be otherwise than what he 
wuhes {them to be). Fur a while had Yddhishthira been exciled in the 

woods where he lived with matted locks on his head and attired in deer- 

skins. He had also to pass sometime in conceal meat. Even he hath 
assembled this vast host for battle. What can it be but the adverse fate 
of my son > Without doubt, man takes his birth, subject to (die decrees 
of) Destiny. It is foe this that he is dragged (to situations) a&ainst hxs 
will. Yudhishthira was put to great distress in consequence of his hiving 
betaken himself to the calamity of dice. Even he, through good fortune, 
has obtained allies.— Today I hate &r tka A'/ in ji, today the Kaunkx i/, 

and today the Kola! as ! — Today the Chfdis, and today the VangaS* halt 

sided with me ! 7 he wide Earth is for me t O sirt % and not far the sate 

oj Pritka !— it was thus, O S*ta % that the wicked Duryodhana told me 
before. Well-protected in the midst of those troops of his, Drona hath 
been slain in battle by Ptishau’s *un ! What could it be but {the result 
of) Destiny ? How, indeed, could D^ath come to Drona in the midst 
of all the kings, — to Drona accomplished in every weapon, possessed of 
mightynrmr, and always delighting in battle? Plunged into great distress, 
a swoon seems to take possession of my senses. Hearing that both 
Bhishma and Drona have been dead, I daTf not live longer. That which 
the far-seeing Vidor*, O sire, told m> wretched self filled with affection 
for my son, that bath now overtaken both Duryodhana and myself l If 
by abandoning Duryodhana now I seek to save the remnant of my 
children, that behaviour will certa nly be very cruel, but then all those 
will not have to die I That king who, abandoning virtue, pursues only 
wealth, loses his possessions and becomes mean. I do not see, O San java 
that anything rill be left of thb (our) kingdom when it is no longer 
sustained by ho|%, and when its very hump hath been emshed.* Indeed, 
how can extermination be prevented when those foremost of men, upon 
whom we had always relied, have both breathed their last ? That i« plain. 
However, tell me how the battle took place. Who were they that fought, 
who assailed (the foe\ and who were those wretches that fled away from 
fear? Tell me also of Dhaxirn>*ya, ms., what that bull among car- warriors 
did. It is from him that we have much fear, as also from that enemy 
(of ours), ris., Vrikodara. Tell me, O Sanjaya, how when the Pandavai 
relumed to the 6ght, that fierce collision took place of my troops (with 
the returned combatants ). What a’so, O son, was the state of your mind 
when the Pan divas returned ? Who also were those herr>es of our army 
that checked them ?’ n 

* t e., when Drona has been slain.— T* 




SECTION XXV. 



“Ssnjaya laid,— 1 When the Pandavas returned to the fight, beholding 
them cover Droiu (with tlicir arrur.f ) like tlie clouds cohering live Sun, 
a gmt tenor look possession of us. A thick du*t raided by then 

enveloped thy airay. Then when Drora could no longer he wen, w- 
regarded him to be dead. Beholding those heave and mighty buwmetl 
endeavouring to achieve a fit roe and cruel act, Doryodhana, without 
lotmg any time, urged his o*n troops. [ And he addressed them, say- 
ing ' Ye kings, check ye the Pandava anny according to the measure 

of your strength, courage, and energy, and according to the circumstan- 
ces that may in each case arise I — Tnen thy son Durnurshana, beholding 
Bbinu from a distance, approached him and covered him with a shower 
of arrows, desirous of ( protecting ) Drona's life. Excited with wrath in 
that battle and looking like Death himself, he overwhelmed Bhtraa with 
his arrows. Bbinu ato, in return, struck him wub his arrows. The 
combat then that thus took plane between them became fierce. Mean- 
while, many brave warriors endued with intelligence and skilled in smiting, 
urged by thier chiefs and setting at nought tiieir kingdoms arid the fear 
of Death, rushed against their foes in battle. KriUvarman checked the 
advancing grandson of Sini, that hero and ornament of haitle, as be 
came, desirous of getting Droni within his reach. Sini's grandson, how- 
ever, excited with rage, resisted tliat angry warrior with showers of 
arrow*. Kritavanitin, in return, reajud h«, like one infuriate elephant 
refitting another. Aid the ru er if live S mihur, that farce liuwman, 
clicked with hi* *'•»*;» arrows the mi;1»iy I** man Krl air-nuinn.i*, lur 
keeping him away from Drum. Kiuuusurnun, cutting off both the 
standard and bow of the ruler of live Sx.dhus, angrily smtie him t»ith 
ten long shafts in all his vital limbi. Then the ruler of the Sindh us, 
taking up another bow, dexterously pierced Kshalxavarman in that battle 
with shafts made wholly of iron. Suvahu, struggling vigorously, kept 
away from Drona his brave brother, are* the mighty car-wanior Yuyutsu 
who was fighting for the Pandavas. Yuyutsu then, with a cuuple of 
sharp and well tempered shafts cut off the two arms of Suvahu which 
resembled spiked maces, and one of which had held live how and the 
other a shaft The ruler of the Madras resisted the eldest son of Pandu, ws. # 
king Yudhishthira of righteous soul, as the continent resists the surging sea. 
King Yudhishthira the just stvowered un him many shafts capable of penetrat- 
ing into the very vitals. The ruler of the Madras, in return, having pierced 
the son of Pandu with four and sixty shafts, shouted louGly. Then the eldest 
son of Pandu. with a pair of sharp shafts, cut off the bow and standard of the 
shouting Salya at which all the wvnr.rj cheered hixp loudly. King Valbika, 
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at the head of his force*, resisted with his shahs the royal ttnipoda advancing 
against him at the httid ut a mi.hty Oivisun. 'Ihe encounter betaken Uiumj 
two old men at site Iwod* of iltcir icpect te Urn** became terrible like lint 
between two mi c hty leaders, with rent temple^ ol two *.U plurmr.c herds. 
V.ndaand Anuvmda U Avaiui, huh liieif tioupi, encountered Virata tim 
fulef uf t^e MaUyas at the k«d «l Ins forces, like liiofa ar.d Agni in days of 
old encountering the infant) \ *!i. Inat awiui encounter U-twtcti the .Mjikut 
and the Kckayas, in waicn Mtvd> and car Warriors ar.d elephant* fought must 
fearlessly, tesembed tlut l.e.wcwn the O odi and the AiuraS in days of old. 
Bhutakarman, oihciu.,e calkd Sal>lkA|«ati, kept away from Droiu Kakula's 
•on Sitamka as die Utter advon.-cj, scattering shjwcrs uf arrows. Then the 
heir of Nakula, w.th three broad-headed shafts or great sharpness, deprived 
Uhuukanun of both his arms and head in that battle. Vmngsati resisted 
the heroic Sutasoma of great prowess as the latter advanced towards Dftna, 
•cattorinji showers of a.'iows Suu*o>n.t, however, excited with wrath, pierced 
his uncle VjvmgSiti with sua -ht arrows, and cased n mail, sto:xl ready fur 
the combat. Bhtmara*.ha, (brother of Duryodh&naX Mill six sharp slufis of 
great liriune** And nude wholly id iron, der-i utched Salira along with Im 
steeds vtid charioteer, to Yarn.* % abode. Omiasaiu's son, 0 king, oppesed 
thy (grand) son Sruukarman as the at*r came, bnme by steeds looking like 
peacocks. Those t wo grandaunt tf thine, both difficult of being vanquished 
in battle, and each desirous of slaying the oilier, fought vigorously for the 
success of the objects of their respective sires. Beholding Prativirdhya 
staying at the van of that dreadful Untie, Drona’s son ( Aswatthamsit), desirous 
of protecting the honor oi h:s sire, rLsbfed ihe former with his shaft*. 
Prativindhya then, cxcilcd with «agc pierced A-wattlu.nan bearing on his 
standard the device ol a lion’s tail and suytr-g in baitle Cur the suite of nit 
father, w.ih many sharp sln.lt*. *1 lie (e’tltftl j sun of Iha.ijuili then maikrid 
over Drona's son shower* uf arrows like a toner, U hull among men, semiring 
seeds on tho soil at the sowing scxacm. 4 The son of Dussasana res ted the 
migh*y car-warrior Srutakirti th** son of Arjaiui by Draupodi, us tho listier was 
rushing towards Drofia. Tlut sun of Arjuna, however, who was eijual to 
Arjsina himself, cutting oil the former's bow and standard and charioteer with 
three brnad headed arrows of great sharpness, proceeded again* DrOftO. 
Duryodbana's son Lakshman * resisted the slayer of the Putodw haras,— him, 
that is, O king, who is re c ankd by both the armies as the bravest of U*e 
brave. The Jauer, however, cutting off both the bow and the standard of 
lukshmana, and showering upon him many arrows, blazed up wilh splen- 
dour. 'Ihc youthful Viknrna of great wisdom resisted Sikhacdin, the 
youthful son of Yajnosena, sis x\< latter advanced in that battle. Yjjru- 
semt’s 6on thco covered the former with bhovari of arrows. Thy 

* All the printed texts, notexccpani that of Bombay, read Dr.iupadcya*. 

There con be no duubt, however, Uut it snould t>C Praupadeyas. — T. 
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mighty son Vilarna, baHling those arrowy showers. looked respondent on 
the field of battle. Angaria resisted with showers of arrows the heroic 
Uiuunaujai in tlut battle as the latter rushed toward* Drone. That 
encounter between those two lions among men become frightful, and it 
filled both them and the troops with great joy. The great bowman 
Durmukha. endued with great might, resisted with his shafts the heroic 
Purujit as the Utter proceeded towards Drona. Purujit struck Dunuukha 
between his eyebrows with a long shaft. Thereupon Durmukha's face 
looked beautiful like a lotus with its stalk. Kuna resisted with showers 
of arrows the fire Kckaya broeberi owning red standard*, as they proceed- 
ed towards Druna. Scorched with the arrowy showers of Kama, tnose 
five brothers covered Kama with their arrows. Kama, in return, repeatedly 
covered them with showers of arrows. Covered with arrows, neither K.irna 
nor the five brothers could be seen with their steeds, charioteers, stan- 
dards, and cars. Thy sons Dnrjaya, Jaya, and Vijaya, resisted Nila, and 
the ruler of the Kasis, and Jayatscna, three against three. And the 
oombats between those watnocs deepened and gladdened the heart* of the 
spectators hke those between a lion, a tiger, and a wolf on the one 
side and a bear, a huQ«lo, and a hull on the other. Tbe brothers 
Kshemadburti and Vrihanta mangled Satyaki of the Sulwata race with 
their keen arrows ai the latter proccecul against Drona. Tne battle 
between those two on the one side and Saiyaki on the other became 
exceedingly wonderful to behold, like that between a lion and two mighty 
elephants with rent temples in tbe forest The king of the Chedix, excited 
with wrath and shooting many arrows, kept away from Drona king 
Amvastha, that hero who always delighted in hattle. Then king Amvostha 
pierced hi* antagonist with a long arrow capable of penetrating into the 
very bones. Thereupon the Utter, with bow and arrow loosened from 
Lis grasp, fell down from his car on the ground. The noble Kripa, sun 
of Saradwat, with many small arrow*, resisted Vardhakshemi of the Vnshni 
race who was the embodiment of wTath (in battle). They that looked at 
Kripa and Vardhakshemi. thoee heroes conversant with every mode of 
warfare, thus engaged in encountering each other, became so absorbed 
in it that they could not attend to anything else. Sotnadatu's son, for 
enhancing the glory of Drona, resisted king Mammal of great activity as 
tbe latter came to the fight Then Maninut quickly cut ocf the bowstnng, 
the standard, the banner, the charioteer, and the umbrella of 
Somadatta's son and caused them to fall down from the Utter's car.* 
The son of Somadaua then, bearing tbe device of the sacrificial stake on his 
standard, that slayer o: foes, quickly jumping dawn from his car, cut off with 
bis large sword, his antagonist with his steeds, charioteer, standard, and car. Rc- 



• The first line of 54 is read incorrectly in the Bengal texts. I follow the 
Bombay T. 
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iscendin- then upon hit own car. and taking up another bow, and guiding h is 
steed* himself, he be^an, O monarch, to consume the Pandava host. Vrisha* 
sena (the ion of Kama), compeunt for the feat, resisted with showers of arrows 
king Pandya who was rushing to haul- like Indra himself following the Aturas 
for smiting them. With maces and spiked bludgeons, and swords and axes 
acd scones, and short dabs and mallets and discs and short arrows and battle- 
axes, with dust and wind and fire and water and ashes and brick-bats and straw 
and trees, allicting and smiting and breaking and slaying and routing the foe and 
hurling them on the hostile ranks and Unifying them therewith, came Ghatot- 
kacha, desirous of gelling at Drona. The Rakshaia Alamrusha, however, 
excited with rage, encountered him with diverse weapons and diverse accoutre- 
ments of war. And the bacile that took place between those two foremost of 
RakiAaSai resembled that which took place in days of old between Samavara 
and the chief of the celestials. Thus, blessed be thou, took place hundreds of 
single combats between car-warri<»TB and elephants and s^eds and foot- 
soldiers of thy army and theirs in the mklst of that dreadful general engage- 
ment. Indeed, such a battle was never seen or heard of before as that which 
then took place between those warriors chat were bent upon Drona's destruction 
and protection. Indeed, many were the encounter* that were then seen on all 
parts of the field, some of which were terrible, some beautiful, and some 
exceedingly fierce, O lord T " 



SECTION XXVI, 

'•Dhrita p a9btra ssid,— 'When the troops were thus engaged and thus proceed- 
ed against one another in separate divisions, bow did the Parthas and the warriors 
of my army endued with great activity fight ? What also did Arjuna du towards 
the car-warriors of the Sawsaf/akas ? And what, O Sanjaja, did the Samiiifta- 
kai % in their turn, do to Arjuna P 

'San java said, — ‘When the troops were thus engaged and proceeded 
•gainst one another, thy son Duryodhana himielf rushed against Bbiroasena, 
heading his elephant division. Like an elephant encountering an elephant, 
like a bovine bull encountering a bovine bull, flhimasena, summoned by the 
* ing himself, rushed against that elephant division of the Kaurara army. 
Skilled in battle and endued with gTtat might of arms. Pr ilka’s sun, 0 sire, 
quickly broke that elephant division. Those elephants, huge as hiri«, and 
with juice trickling d^wn frum eTery part of their bodic*, were mangled and 
forced to turn back by RUimaacna with his arrow §, Indeed, as the wind, 
when it riseth, dr.veth away gathering masses of clouds, so did that son of 
Pavana rout that elephant force of the Kauravas. And Bhima, shooting hi* 
arrows at those elephants, looked resplendent iike the nsen Son striking every- 
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thing in the worM with Itis raya. Theme elephants, aflTeicd with the shafts of 
Bbini.1, become covered with blood ar-d Looked beautiful like masses of clouds 
in tic wdkm penetrated with the ray* ol live Son. Then buryodhana, excited 
w.th urath, pierced null his si arp >haf is iluc ton of Lbc Wind-god *bo was 
during Midi a slaughter among liis elephant*. Tlien Bhima, with eye* r.d in 
ur*th, desirous of despatching the ki; g to V.»nu’» abode, pierced him speedily 
uah many sharp shaft*. Then bury* dluxn.i, m-n Jcd all oner with arrows 
and excited with rage, pierced Bhima the sun of Pandu with many el .alls 
endued widi the effulgence of solar ran, smiling the while. Then the eon of 
Bandu, with a couple of broad-healed anows, qackly cut off I tuiyod I uina's 
lyiw a* al»a In* sundtrd tearing live device uf ft jewelled elephant decked 
with diverse gems. Beholding Daryodhona thus aflfl.cted, 0 sire, by lihima, 
the ruler of the Angss on luf elephant came there for ufllicting the son of 
Panda. Thereupon Bhimatena deeply pierced with a lun.* arrow that prince 
ot elephant* advancing with loud roars, between its two frontal globes. That 
arrow, penetrating through its body, runic deep in the earth. And at this the 
elephant fell down like a hill men l.y the thunder. While the elephant 
was falling down, the AfltfJuchj king also was falling down with it. Hat 
Yr.kudura, endued with great auivity, cut off lag bead with a broad- 
headed arrow before hi* in (agonist actual!) fell down. When the heroic 
ruler of the Antas fell, his d visions fled away. Steeds and elephant! 
and car-warriors, struck with junk, crushed foot-soldiers a* they fled. 

14 'When tbi>*c troops, thus broken, fled away tn all directions, the 
ruler of the Pragjyotisha* then advanced against Bhima, upon his ele- 
phant 4 With its two (fore) legs and trunk Contracted, filled with rage, and with 
eye* rolling, that elcptnnt *ccmcd to consume tlsc tun of Pandu ( like a 
blazing fire). And it pounded Vtikodara’s car with the sterdt yoked 
thereto into dust. Then Bhima ran forward and got under the elephant's 
body, for he knc« the scien e called Arj.tsitta&tiiha. Indeed, the son uf 
Tandu fled r>©L Getting under the elephant * body, he began to strike 
it frequently w.th his hare arms. And he sn.oie that invincible c?C|*hant 
which was bent upon slaying him. Tncrcup »n the l*uer begun to quickly 
urn round hke a potter's wheel. Er-dueJ *.i!i the might of ten thousand 
eJeplianis, the blessed Vukodaru, I as mg s tuck Out clcphtfU thus, came 
out from under Supratika’s body and !kx*d lacing the latter. Supratika 
then, seizing B ;i.ua by it* trunk, threw him down by means of its 
knees. Indeed, having seized him by the neck, tbit elephant wished to 
slay him. Tw.»ting the elephant** trunk, B.iirua treed huuself from its 
taine, and once more got under the body cf that huge creature. And 
he waited there, expecting the arrival of a hostile elephant of his own 
army. Coming OLt from under tl.c fccast : s body, TV.nma then ran .iway 



# After 19 occur* a rooipletc * 4 »iu ia the Bom jay text which does not 
appear to be genuiue. — T. 
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with great speed. Then a fond noise was beard, nude by all the troop*, 
to the effect, — Alas, Bkima hath bum x tain by fb* tltpbant ! — The Kan- 
dava host, frightened by that elephant, suddenly fled away, O king, to 
where Vrikodara wax waiting. Meanwhile, king Yudhisluhira, thinking 
VrikoAam to have, been slain, surrounded Bkagadatta on al! shies, aided 
Hy the PanchaUs. Having surrounded him with numerous rarx, king 
Yudhishthira, that foremost of car-warrior*, covered Khagadatta with keen 
shafts by hundreds and thousands Then Bhagadatta, that king of the 
mountainous regions, frustrating with hit iron hook that shower of 
arrow*, began to consume both the Pandavas and the PanchaJas hy means of 
that elephant of his. Indeed. O monarch, the feat that we then beheld, 
achieved hy old Hliagadaua with his elephant, was highly wonderful. Then 
the ruler of the ’Dasarnas rushed against the king of the Pragjyotiahax, on u 
fleet elephant with temporal juice trick ting down, for attacking Supratika in 
the flank. The battle then that took place between those two elephants of 
awful size, resembled that between two winged mountains overgrown with 
forests in days of old. Then the elephant of Bhagadatta, wheeling round and 
attacking the elephant of the king of the 1 Usamas, ripped upen the latter's 
flank and slew it outright Then Bhagadatta himself, with seven lances 
bright as the ray's of the Sun. slew his \ human I aotifOnist seated on his 
elephant just when the Uuer was about to fall down from his seat. Piercing 
king BhagaiUtu then (with many arrows >, Yudhishthira surrounded him on 
all side* with a large number of cars. Staying on his elephant amid car- 
warriors encomixisaing him all around, he looked resplendent like a blaring 
fire on a mountain-top in the midst of a dense forest. He stayed fearlessly 
in the midst of Ihoee icrried curs ridden by fierce bowmen all of whom 
showered upon him their arrows. Then the king uf the Pragjyotishas, pressing 
(with his toe) his huge elephant, urged him towards the car of Yuyndhana. 
That prodigious beast, then seizing the car of Sini’s giandxon, hurled it to a 
distance with great force. Yuvudhana, however, escaped by timely flight His 
charioteer also, abandoning the large steeds of the Sindhu breed yoked unto 
that car, quickly followed Sityaki and stood where the latter stopped. 
Meanwhile the elephant quickly coming out of that circle of cars, began to 
throw down all the kings (that attempted to bar his counc). Those bull* 
among men, frightened out of their wiis 5y that .single elephant coursing 
swiftly, regarded it in tliat battle as multiplied into many. Indeed. Bhagadatta, 
mounted on that elephant of his, begun to smitd down the Panda vas like the 
chief of the celestials mounted on Airavaia smiting down the Danatat (in 
days of oldk* A* the Panchala* fled m all directions, loud and awful was 
the noise that arose amongs; them, made by their elegants and steeds. 
And while the Pandas* troop* were thus destroyed by Bhagadatu, Bhima, 
excited with rage, once mote rushed again*! the ruler of the Pragjyotishas. 

♦ The second line of 4b ix omitted in the Bengal tesif.— T. 
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The Utters elephant then irightened the steeds of the rushing Hliitna hy 
drenching them with w ate x pouted forth from iu trunk, and thereupon thoee 
animal* bore Bbima away trocu die field. Then Kriti't son Ruchipanan, 
mounted on his car, quickly rushed against Bltagaduu, scattering showeri 
ol arrows and advancing like die Destroyer himself. Then Bha&adatta, 
that ruler nf the hilly regions, possessed of beautiful limbs, despatched 
Ruchiparyan with a straight shaft to Yama’s abode, t Upon the fall of the 
Uerotc Ruchiparran, Subbadra's son, and the sons of Draupadi, and 
Cfcekjtana, and Dhrishtakcto, and Yuyutshu, began to afflict the eUphanL 
Desiring to slay that elephant, all those warriors, uttering loud shouts, liegan 
to pour then arro »7 showers on die animal like the clouds drenching thr 
Earth with their watery down pours. Urged then hy iu skilful rider with 
bed, | a .ix>k, aod toe. the animal advanced quickly with trunk stretched, and 
eyes and ears lived. Treading down Vuyuuu's steeds, the animal then 
dew his charioteer. Thereupon, O king, Vujrotta, abandoning his car, fled 
away .jukrkiy. Then the Pandara warriors, desirous uf slaying that prince 
of elephants, uttered loud shouts and drenched it quickly with showers of 
arrows. At this time, thy son, everted with rage, rushed against the cur of 
Subhadra's wn. Meanwhile, king Bhagxdatta on his elephant, scattering 
his shafts on the foe, looked resplendent hke the Sun himself scattering 
his rays on the F.arih. Arjuna't son then pierced him with a d«*/.cn shafts, 
and \ uyutsu with ten, and each of the sons of Draupadi pierced hiui with 
three Kurils and Dkfistakctu also pierced him with three. That elephant 
then, pierced with these shafts sliot wi;h great care, looked resplendent like 
a mighty mass of clouds |»cnetrated with the rays of the Sun. Afflicted with 
those shafts of tlie foe, that elephant then, urged hy its rider with skill and 
vigor, began to throw down the hostile warriors on both his flaryks. Dike a 
cowherd belabouring cattle in the fqrcst with a goad, ntugaUaita 
repeatedly smote the Panda va host, T.jkc the cawing of quickly retreading 
crofrs vthen assailed by hawks, a loud and confused nutse was heard auxin*; 
the Pandava tnxsps w;ho fled away with great speed. That prince of e|ephgpts, 
struck by its rider with the book, ie*em bled, 0 king, a winged mountain of old. 
And it filled the hearts of the eqeiuy with fear like to what merchants 
eafcpirieflcc at **ght of Uie surging aca • Then elephauis and cat-wairiors and 
Steeds and Icings, flying away in fear, made, ns they fled, a loud >nd *wlui 
i\ia t|ut. O monarch, filled earth and sky and beaten and the cardinal and 
subsidiary directions ip that battle. Mounted on that foreruuai of elep^ts, 
king bhagadatia penetrated the hostile army like the Awa Virochana in 

t The Bengali translators have made a mess of these tw\> verses. Amongst 
mheis, K. P. Singha makes Rqchiparvan follow Bhiuu and supposes SvpartMAS 
to be «iroe Pandava warrior who slays Ruchiporvan. The reading .9wfW n'Aa* 
is vicious. 'Hie correct reading is Snfatva, meaning, as NiUkantha explains, 
M of beiutiful ltmbs.“ Partatafiati A Bhagadatta himself. — T. 

♦ The Bengal leading abhifas « inoarrecL It should he 
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day* ol old into the celestial i»o-t in battle aeli protected by the gods. A 
violent wind began to blow : a dusty rJoud covered the welkin and the 
troop* : and people regarded that single elephant at multipled into many 
coursing all over ihe field. 5 ' 



SECTION XXVII. 

"San java said,—' 'TI ioij askerf me about the feats ul Arjatia m battle. 
Listen, 0 thou of mighty -arm &, to wh*t Partha achieved In the fight I 
Beholding the risen dust and hearing the trail of the troops when 
Rhagndatta was |fet forming great feats on the field, the son of Kuifti 
addressed Krishna and said,— O slayer of Madlui, it seems that Ihe ruler 
of the Pragjyotishai hath, on b ; s elephant, with grea; impetuusity, advan- 
ced to Wttlc. This loud din that we bear must be due to him. Well- 
'erred in ihe art of grinding and battling irom the bark of an elephant, 
and not inferior to Indra himself in battle, lie, I think, is the foremost 
of all eleplianl- warriors in the world/ His elephant again is the f -remost 
of elephants. without a rival to encounter it in battle Framed of 
great dexterity and abtnc all fatigue, it it, again, impervious to ali weapon*. 
Capable of bearing every weapon and even tbe touch of fire, it will, O 
dnIMa one, alone dee troy the Pandava force today ■ Except us two, 
there is none else rabble of checking that creature. C.o ijuickly, there- 
fore, to that spot where the ruler of tbe Pragjyotishas is. Proud in battfu 
in consequence of the strength of his clcjihant, and arrogant in confe- 
ntlenre of his age, I will this very day vend him as a guest to the 
flayer of Vala 1 — At theae words of Arjurm, Krishna began to proCdfid 
to the |ilare where BhagadatU was breaking tbe ftindav* ranks. While 
Arjuna was proceeding towards Ithigadatta, the mighty Sawhtftaka car- 
Wanion numbering fourteen thousand made up of ten thousand Gopaks 
or Narajanas who used to follow Vaaodtna, returning to the field, stiat- 
moned him to battle. Beholding the Pandava host broken hy Rhagndatu, 
and summoned on the other hand by the Samktfhthif, Arjuna'* hekM 
was divided m twain. And he began to think— which of these two acta 
will be better fur me to do today, to return from this »|»«t f'*r bottling 
with tlvc Samsaffahts or to repair to Vudbntliira > — Reflecting villi the 
aid uf his understanding, O perpetual j» of Kuru’s race, Ajonui’s heart at 
last wa§ firmly fixed on tbe slaughter uf the Sumstif/aias, Desirous of 
akme slaughtering in batik thousands of car- warriors, Itidra’s son — (Arjuaa) 
baring the foremost of apes on h H banner suddenly turned back- Even 
this was what both Duryodhana and Kama bad thought of for achieving 



• lender 16 and 17 rather Iredt, as other wise the *cii*c wuuld not be 
clear.— I*. 
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the slaughter u i Arjuua. And it *a» fur ibid dial they liad made arran- 
gements fur Hie double encounter. The eon uf Paudu allowed hist hear 
to waver this side and that, but at last resolving to slay those foremost 
uf warriors, n's., the Samsap/ahas, he baffled the purpose of bis enemies.* 
Then the mighty Siimtaftaka! car-warrior*. O king, sl.ut at Arjuna thou- 
sands of straight arrows. Covered with those arrows. O monarch, neither 
Kunti'd sun Partha. nor Krishna otherwise called Janarddanii, nor the 
Meeds, nor the car, could be seen. Then Janarddana became deprived 
of his senses and perspired greatly. Thereupon Partita shot the Brahma 
weapon and nearly e:\termmated them all. Hundreds upon hundreds of 
arms with bow* and arrows and bowstrings in grasp, cut off trout trunks, 
and hundreds upon hundreds of standards and steeds and charioteers and 
car-warriors, fell down on the ground. Huge elephants veltaqaipt and 
resembling foremost of bilk over-grown with woods or masse* of clouda. 
afflicted with Pantin'* shafts and deprived uf riders, fell down mi the 
earth. Many elephant* again, with riders un their backs, crushed by means 
of Arjuna’s sliafta, fell down, deprived of life, thorn uf the embroidered 
choths on their backs, and with their housings torn. Cut off by Kirion 
with his broad headed arrows, counties* anus having swords and lancet 
and rapiers for tbeir nail* or having clubs and battle-axe* in grasp, fell 
down on the earth, Heads also, beautiful, 0 king, as the morning win 
ur the lotus or the moon, cut off by Arjuna with his arrows, dropped 
down on the ground. While Piudguna mi rage was thus engaged in slaying 
the foe with diver le kind of well-adorned and fatal shafts, that host seem 
:d to he ablate. Beholding Dhaoanjoya crushing that host like an elephant 
crushing louts sulks, all creatures applauded him, Vkym^—ExallnH, 
£*ulUni ’—Seeing that teat of Partha resembling that of Vasa** himself 
It Madhava wondered much and, addressing him with joined hand*, 
said,— Verily, 0 Partha, I tbink that this feat which thou lust achieved 
by Sakra or Jama or the Lord of treasures himself t I see that thou hast today 
felled in battle hundreds aud thousands of mighty Sam^ptaka warriors 
all together ! Having riain the SamsaptaJta* then,— then), that is, who 
stayed in battle,— Partita -addressed Krishna, saying,— Go toward* Hhaga 
datta !—• - 



* The Bengal tew, read,— 1 "he n either the first or the second, o« the, 

earth I think T, 




-SECTION XX VII! . 



“Sanjaya 'At Parth* * desire, Kridma then lifted Ins white steeds, 

licet as the mind and Coveted in gulden armour, towards Hroru's divi- 
sion*- While that foremost one of the Kurus was thus proceeding towards 
his brothers who were exceedingly afflicted b) Drona, Su&araian with his 
Mothers, followed him behind, desirous of battle. The eves victorious 
Arjuna then addressed Krishna, saying,— O thou of unfading glory, this 
Sl simian here, with this brothers, challengeth me to battle f O slayer of 
foes, our host again is broken i Ly Dvonat towards die north ! In conse- 
quence of these Sarnia f to fas, my lieart wavers today as to whether 1 
should do this or that ! Shall I slay the Sumux/tahn nov., or protect 
from harm my own trout* already aftliced by the foe ? Know this to be 
what 1 am thinking of, — Which of these would be better tor me ? 
— Thus addressed by him. he of Uasarta's race turned back the car, and 
took the son of Pandhu to wliere the ruler of the Trigartus was. Then 
Arjuna, pierced Susaruian with seven shaft*, and cut off both his bow 
and standard with a couple of sharp arrows. He then, with six arrows, 
quickly despatched die brothers of the Trigaru king to Varna's abode. 4 
Then SuaarmAn, aiming Arjuna, hurled at him a dart made wholly of 
iron and looking like a snake, and aiming Va*udeva, hurled a Unce at 
him. Cutting off that dart with three arrow* and that Uncc also with 
three other arrows, Arjuna, by means of his arrowy stowers, deprived 
Susarnun of his senses on bis car. Him advancing fiercely (towards thy 
division), scattering showers of arrows like Vasava (souring r-in, none 
among thy troop*. O king, sen lured to oppose, l.ikc a fire consuming 
heaps of straw as it advances. Dhatunjaya advanced, scorching all the 
mighty car-warriors among the Kaurovas by means of his arrows. lake 
living creatures incapable of bearing the loach of fire, tby uoups could not 
bear the irresistible impetuosity of that intelligent son of Kunti. Indeed, 
the son of Panda, overwhcl . ing live hostile host by means of his 
arrows, came ujion the king of the Pmgjyotishas, O moiurclu like Garod.n 
swooping down (upon his prey). He then held in his hands that Gtinfivn 
which in battle was beneficial to the innocent Paadava* and banelu] to 
all foes, tor the destruction of Kahalrivas brougfit about, O kmg, by the 
fault of thy sou who had recourse to deceitful dice for acoomplithing his 
end : Agitated by Pwtli* thus, thy bo* then, O king, broke like a boat 
when it strikes against a rock. Then ten thousand bowmen, brave and 
fierce, firmly resolved tu cosigner, advanced (to encounter Arjuna). \\ r »th 

♦ The Bombay reading p*xrit<u is vicious. The Bengal teats read 
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day lilies* hearts, iIkijsc mighty car-warriors all surrounded him. Capable 
of hearing any burden huvr heavy soever in 1 WUtfe Partha look up that 
heavy burden. As an angry elephant of sixty years, with rent temples, 
•*nishe* an assemblage of lotus stalks, even so did Partha crush that division 
•jf iliy army I And when that division was being thus crushed, king 
RhagatlaLU, on lhat same elephant of his, impetuously rushed towards 
A/juru. Thereupon Dbananjaya, lhat tiger among men, slaying on his 
car, received llhagadatta. Thai encounter between Arjuna's cat and 
Phagadatu's elephant was fierce in the extreme. Those two heroes, vfo , 
Bhagadaua and Dhaiunjay, then courted on the held, the one on his 
car and the utlier on his elephant, both of which were cqui|< according 
to the rules of science. Then Bhagadatta like the lord India, from his 
elephant looking like a mass of clouds, poured on Dhananjaya, showers of 
arrows. The valiant son of Pritha, the son of Vaeava, however, with 
hiflurrows, cut off those arrowy showers of Bhagadatta before they ootiJd 
reach him. The king of the Pragjyotishas then, haflbng that arrowy ihower 
of Arjuiia, struck both Partha and Krishna, O king, with many shafts. 
And overwhelming both of them with a thick shower of shafts, Bhagadatta 
then urged bis elephant for the destruction of Krishna -and Partha, Be- 
holding that angry elephant advancing like Death himself, jAnerddtna 
quickly moved Jus car in such a way as to keep the elephant on his 
left. Dhananjaya, although he thus got the opportunity of shying that 
huge elephant with its rider from the bark, wished not yet to avail of it, 
remembering the rules of fair fight. The elephant, however, comihg upon 
oilier elephants and*cars and ‘steeds, O king, despatched them all to Yama's 
abode. Beholding this, Dhannnjaya filled with rage.' '' 



section xxix. 

‘Dbritariuitra said,— 'Filled with rage, what did Partha the soft of 
Pandu do to Bhagadatta ? What also did the king of the Pmgjyotishas do 
to Partba ? Tell me all this, O Sanjaya 1* 

“San java said, — 'While Partha and Krishna were thus engaged with 
the ruler of the Pragjyotishas, all creatures regarded them tu be very near 
the jaws of Death. Indeed, O monarch, from tbe neck of his elephant, 
BhsgadalU scattered showers uf shafts un die two Krishna* slaying upon 
their car. He pierced Devaki's son with many arrows made wholly of 
black iron, equip* with wings of gold, whetted on stofie, and shot frdm 
his bow drawn to the fullest stretch. Those shafts whose tbtfch re$fcmbte3 
lhat of fire, cquipt with beautiful feathers, and shut by Bha^aditta, pafclrflg 
through Devakt’s son, entered tbc earth. Partha then cut off Bhagadatta's 
bow, and slaying next tbel warrior that protected his elephant from the 
ft.uifc, began to fight with him as if in spurt- Then Bbagadalia burled- at 




DRONA PARVA 



:* 

blm fifteen lances of slurp points liut were bright as the rays of the Suu, 
Arjuna, however cut each of those lances into three fragments. Then 
Indn'i son cur open the armour in which that elephant was cased, by 
means of a thick shower of arrows. The armour thus cut off, fell down 
on the earth. Exceedingly afflicted with the arrows shot by Arjuna, that 
elephant, deprived of its cuju of mail, looked like a prince of mountain* 
destitute of its cloudy robes and with streaks of water running a down it* 
breast. Then the ruler of the P'agjyotialvat hurled at Yasudeva a dart 
made wholly of iron and decked with gold. That dart Arjuna rut in 
twain. Then cutting off the kings’* standard and umbrella by means c4 
hr* arrow*. Arjuna quickly pierced that ruler of the mountainous realms 
with ten arrows smiling the while. Deeply pierced with those shafts of 
Arjuna that were beautifully winged with Kanka feathers llhagadatia, O 
monarch, became incensed with the son of Pandu. He tlien hurled some 
lances at Arjuna’s head and uttered a loud shout. In consequence of those 
lances Arjuna'a diadem was displaced. Arjuna then, leaving placed his 
diadem properly, addressed the ruler of the Pragjyotishas, saying, — 1 ook 
well on this world ! Thus addressed hj him, Rhigadaua became filled 
with rage, and taking up a height bow showered upon both the Panda va 
and Govinda hr* arrowy down-pouis. Parlor then cutting off his bow and 
quiver*, yuickly suuck him witb two and seventy shafts, afflicting his vital 
limbs. Thus pierced, he was excessively pained. Filled then with rage, 
he, with Jfantra^ inspired his hook into tha Vaiikmitu weapon and 
hurled it at Arjuna's breast. That all-laying weapon, hurled by Rhagadatu, 
Kttava. covering Arjuna, received on his breast. Thereupon that wea|ion 
become a triumphal garland on Kesava’s breast. Arjuna then cheerlessly 
addressed Kesava, aying, — O sinless one. without battling thyself it is thine 
to only guide my steed* 5 Thou hadst »aid so, O Utus eyed one ! Why 
than dost thou out adhere to thy promise ? If 1 sink in distress, or become 
unable to baffle, artist a foe or weapon,! then maytt thou act sn, hut not 
wl>on I am standing thus ! Thou knowest that with my bow and arrows 
I am competent to vanquish these worlds with the gods, the Atoms, and 
mm t— Hearing these words of Arjuna, Vasndevu replied unto him, saying, 
—Listen, O Partha, to this secret and ancient history as it is, O sinless 
one I I have bur forms, eternally enfcajed as lam tn pros cting the 
worlds ! Dividing my own Self, I ordain the good of the worlds- One 
form of mine, staying on the Earth, is engaged in the practice of ascetic 
austerities Another beboldeih the good and the evil deeds in the world. 
My third form, coming into the world of men, is engaged in action. 

My fourth form lieth down in sleep for a thousand sears. That form 

nf mine which awaketh from sleep at the end of a thousand years, 

grameth, upon awakening, excellent boons to persons deserving nf them. 

The I juth, knowing ( on one occasion ) that that time had come, asked 
of me a luvon for ( her son ) Sank*. Hear, O J’arthn, what that boon 
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ir.ii ! — P*SScWJ thr Pais hour 'a weapon, tit my .<•»* incapable 0 ) 

tang slain by the gods and the A suras. It beheveth true to grout nu 

that weapon !— Hearing of ibis prayer, I then gave, tn days of old, the 

supreme and infallible Vaiihnava weapon to the Earth's ion. I said also 
at that tune these words O Earth , let this st'eapem be infallible for tkt 
protection of Jforaha. Mane will be able to slay him ! Protected by this 
wea pen, thy son will always, in all the worlds, be invisible and crush ah 
hostile hosts 1— -Saying, So be it !— the intelligent goddess went away, her 
wislies fulfilled ! And Naraka also became invincible and always scorched 
his foes. It was from Naraka, O Partha, that the ru'er of the Pragjyo* 
tishas gnt this weapon of mine. There is none, in all the worlds, O 
sire, including even Indra and Rudra, who is unpayable by this weapon ! 

It was foe thy -alee, therefore, that I baffled it, violating my promise, 

'rhe grea A sura hath now been divested of 1 hut supreme weapon. Slay 
now, O Pactha, that invincible foe of thine, ftfs., Fhagadatu, that enemy 
of the gods, even as I formerly slew for the good of the wotlds the 
A sura Naraka I— Thus addressed by the high-touted Kesava, Eattha 

suddenly overwhelmed Bhagadatta with cJonds of whetted arrows. Then the 
mighty-armed and high-aoulcd Arjuna fearlessly struck a Jong arrow 
between the frontal globes of his enemy's elephant. That anow, spiluing 
the elephant like tlie thundci splitting a mountain, penetrated into it* 
body to the very wings like a snake penetrating into an anthill. Though 
urged repeatedly then by Bbagadatta, the elephant retused to obey him 
like a poor man’s wife her lord. With limbs paralysed, it fell down, strik- 
ing the earth with its tusks. Uttering a cry of di sties 9, that huge elephant 
gave up the ghost. The son of Pandit then, with a straight shaft furniabed 
with a crescent shaped head, pierced die bosom of king Bhagadatu. His 
breast, being pierced through by the diadem -decked < Arjuna), king 
Bhagadatta, deprived of life, threw down his bow and arrows, loosened 
from his head, the valuable piece of cloth that hail served him for a turban, 
fell down like a petal from a lotus when its sulk is violenty struck. And 
he himself, decked with golden garlands, fell down from his huge elephant 
adorned with golden housings like a flowering A insuka broken by the force 
of the wind from the mountain -top. The son of Indra then, having slain 
in battle that monarch who resembled Indra himself in prowess and who 
was Indra'* friend, broke the other warriors of thy army inspired with 
hope of victory, like live mighty wind breaking rows of trees. 1 ” 
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"Sanjaya said,— Having shin Rliagadatta who was ever the favorite and 
friend of Indra and who was possessed of great energy, Partha circum- 

ambuhted him. Then the two sons of the king of Gandharo, we., the 

brothers Vrishtka and Arhala, those subjugators of hostile towns, began 
to afflict Arjuna in battle. Those two heroic bowmen, uniting together, 

began to deeply pierce Arjuna from before and behind with whetted 

shafts of gre.it impetuously. Arjuna then with ?harp shaft* cut off the 
steeds andjdriver and how and umbrella and standard and car of Vrishaka 
the son n( ftnvala into atoms With clouds nf arrows and diverse other 
weapons, Arjuna then once more severely afflicted the Gandhara troop 
headed by SuvaU's son. Then Dhananjaya, filled with rage, despatched 
to Yama’s abode, with his shaft*, five hundred heroic Gandharas with 
upraised weapons That mighty-armed hero then, quickly alighting from 
that car whole steeds had heen slain, mounted upon the car of his brother 
and took up another bow. Then those two brothers, ws , Vrishaka and 
AchaU, both mounted on the ane car. began incessantly to pierce Vibhatsu 
with showers of arrows. Indeed, the se high-souled princes, those relatives 
of thine by marriage, ns., Vrishaki and Achala, struck Partha very 
severely like Vritra or Vela striking Indra of old. Of unfailing aim, these 
two princes of Crindbara, themselves unhurt, began once more to strike 
die son of Panda like the two months of summer afflicting the world 
with sweat -producing rays.* Then Arjuna slew th>se princes and tigers 
among men, t*., Vrishaka and Achala, staying on one car tide by side, 
with, 0 monarch, a single arrow. Then those mighty armed hemes, with 
red eyes amt looking like lions, those uterine brothers having amilar 
features, together fell down from that car. And their bod>es, dear to 
friends, failing down upon the earth, lay there, scattering sacred lame 
all around. 

Beholding their brave and unretreating maternal uncles thus slain hy 
Arjuna, thy sons, 0 monarch, rained many weapons upon him. Sakutii 
also, conversant with a hundred different kind« of illusion*, seeing his 
brother* slain, created illusions foe confounding the two Krishna*. Then 
clubs, and iron halls, and rocks, and SntaxM / and darts, and macer, and 
spiked bludgeons, and scimitars, and lances mallets, axes, and A'amffmas, 

• The I in^! i-us read the second line differently. Lm 4* in thr locative 
is incorrect. It should be I.tkam (accusative). For Gharmwtubhii the 
Bengal reading is GfhirmamvuAki^ Niiakantha espfcuns that Twnba {whence 
Vsirsk&a) means season. Hence NiJn^varzAiiaumaiau would mean this 
two months of summer. If the Bengal reading were adored, the meaning 
would be “like summer amlRhe rainy seasons afliciting the world with sweat 
and rain.*'— T. 
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and swords, and nails, and short clubs, and battle-axes, and razors, and 
arrows with sharp broad heads, and JVk/fitax, and calf-toothheaded shafts, 
and arrows having bony heads, and discs, and snake headed shafts, 
and spears, and diverse other kinds of weapons, fell upon Arjuna from 
all sides. And asses, and camels, and buffalos, and tigers, and lions, 
and deer, and leopards, and bears, and wolves, and vultures, and monkeys, 
and various reptiles, and diverse cannibals, and swarms of crows, all hungi), 
and excited with rage, ran towards Arjuna. Then Dhananjaya the son of 
Kuoti, that hero conversant with celestial weapons, shooting clouds of 
arrows, assailed them all. And assailed by lltat bero with those excellent 
and strong shafts, they uttered loud cries and fell dawn deprived of life. 
Then a thick darkness appeared and corered Arjuna'9 car, and from 
within that gloom harsh voices rebuked Arjuna. The latter, however, by 
means of the weapon called Jyotii&k^ dispelled that thick and awful darkness. 
When that darkness was dispelled, frightful waves of water appeared. For 
drying up those waters, Arjuna applied the weapon called Aditya. And 
in consequence of that weapon, the waters were almost dried up. Thus 
diverse illuvons, repeatedly created by Sauvala, Arjuna destroyed speedily 
by means of the force of his wagons, laughing the while. Upon alt his 
illusions being destroyed, afflicted with Arjuna’s shafts and unmanned by 
fear. Sak uni fled away, aided by his fleet steeds, like a vulgar wretch. Then 
Arjuoa, acquainted with all weapons, showing his enemies the exceeding 
lightness of his hands, showered upon the Kaurava boat druids of arrow*. 
That boat of thy son, thus slaughtered by Partba, became divided intu two 
Streams like the current of Ganga when impeded by a mountain. And one 
of those streams, O bull among men, proceeded towards Dram, and the 
other with loud dies, proceeded towards Duryodhana. Then a thick dust 
arose and covered all the troops. We could not then see Arjuna. Only 
the twang of Gntdiva was heard by us from ofT the field. Indeed, the twang 
of Gnodht was heard, rising above the blare of concl» and the beat of drums 
and the noise of other instruments. Then on the southern part of the 5cM 
took place a fierce bailie between many foremost warriurs on the one side 
and Arj jjia on the other. I, however, followed Drona. The various 
divisions of Yudhisthira's force smote the foe on every purt of the field. The 
diverse divisions of thy son, O Bharata. Arjuna smote, even as tbc wind 
in the summer season destroys masses of clouds in the welkin. Indeed, as 
Arjuna came, scattering clouds of arrows like Vasava pouring thick showers 
of ram, there was none in thy army who could resist that great and fierce 
bowman, that tiger among men. Struck by Partha, thy warriors were in 
great pain. They fled away, and in flying killed many among their own 
number. The arrows shot by Arjuna, winged with Kanka feathers and 
capable of penetrating into every body, fell covering all sides like flights of 
locusts. Piercing streds and car-warriors and elephants and foot-soldiers, 
Osirr, like snakes through ant-hills, those shafts entered the earth. Arjuna 
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never ska; two arrows at any elephant, steed or man. Struck with only one 
atrow. each of these, severely afflicted, fell down, deprived of life. With 
slain men and elephants and shaft-struck steeds lying all about, and echoing 
with the yells of dogs and jackalls, the field of battle presented a variegated 
and awful sight. Pained with arrows, sire forsook son, and friend, forsook 
friend, and son, forsook sire. Indeed, every one was intent upon protecting 
bis own self. Struck with Partha'u shafts, many warriors abandoned the very 
animals that bore them' 



SECTION XXXL 

4 'Dhniarasbtra said,— MVbcn those dvis ions <of mine), O Sanjaya, were 
broken and routed, and all of you retreated quickly from the field, what 
became the state of ys>ur minds ? The rallying of ranks when broken and 
flying away without lieholding a spot whereon to stand, is always exceedingly 
difficult. Tell me all about it, 0 Sanjaya !” 

“S&nyayu sa-.d, — ') Although the troops were broken), yet, 0 monarch, 
many foremost oi heroes in the world, inspired by the desire of doing good 
to thy s>n arid of uuunuinirvg their own reputation, followed Drona. In 
that dr-ad fill pass they fearlessly followed their commander, achieving 
meritorious feats, against the Pandas* troops with weapons upraised and 
Yudhishthira within accessible distanced Taking advantage of an error of 
Bbimasena of great energy and of the heroic Satyaki and DhrisbUdyumna, 
O monarch, the Kuru leaders fell upon the Pandava army.f The PancbaJas 
urged their troops, saying,— Drona. Drama ’—Thy ions, however, UTged all 
the Kurus* saying,— Let not Drona be s Jain. Let not Dron* iV slain \ One 
aide saying, — Slay Drona, Slay Drona ,— and the other saying, — Let not 
Drona be slain, Lrt not Drona be stain , — the Kurus and the Pandavas seemed 
to gamble, making Drona their sake. Dhruhtadyuauu else prince of the 
Panchalas proceeded to the side of all those Pancbala car-warriors whom 
Drona saught to crush. Thus no rule was observed as to the antagonist one 
might select for battling with him. The strife became dreadful. Heroes 
encountered heroes, uttering loud shouts. Their foes could not make the 
Pandxvai tremble. On the oilier hand, recollecting all their woes, the latter 
made the ranks of their enemies tremble. Though possessed of modesty 
yet excited with rage and vindictiveness, and urged by energy and might, 
they approached that dreadful battle, recjdcss of tbeir very lives, for slaying 
Drona. Thar encounter of heroes of immeasurable energy spoTting in fierce 



* The Bengal reading Sambkrante is vicious. The Bombay reading 
Sa/nf rafts is evidently correct.,— T. 

t I render 5 a little; freely, and expand it slightly to make the sense 
clear.— T. 
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battle nuking life itself the Make* resembled the collision ut irun against 
adamant The oldest men even could not recollect whether they had Keen 
or heard of a battle as fierce is that which happened on this occasion. The 
Earth, in that encounter marked with great carnage, afflicted with the weight 
of that van host, began to tremble. The awful noise made by the Kutu army 
agitated and tossed by the foe, paralyzing the very welkin, penetrated into 
the midst of even the Pandava host. Then Drona, coming upon the Pandava 
divisions by thousands, and careering over the field, broke them by means 
of his whetted shafts. When these were being thus crushed hy Drona uf 
wonderful achievement?, Dbrisbtadyuiuaa, the generalissimo of the Pandava 
host, filled with rage, himself checked Drona. The encuunter that we beheld 
hetween Drona and the prince of the Panchalas was highly wonderful. It 
is oi y firm conviction that it has no parallel 

“Then Nila, resembling a veritable fire, Im arrows constituting hs sparks 
and his bow its flame, began to consume the Kuni ranks, like a conflagration 
consuming heaps of dry grass. The valiant son of Drona, who from before 
had been desirous of an encounter with him. smilingly addressed N.lu as the 
latter came consuming the troops, and said unto him these polite words 
O Nila, what dost thou gain by consuming so many common soldiers with 
thy arrowy flames ? Fight with my unaided self, and filled with rage, strike 
me I — Thus addressed, Nib, the brightness of whose face resembled the 
splendour of a full-blown lotus, pierced Aswatthaman with hit shafts,— him, 
that is, whose body resembled an assemblage of lotuses and whose eyes were 
like lotus petals. Deeply and suddenly pierced by Nila, Drona's son, with 
three broad-beaded arrows, cut off his antagonist’s bow and standard and 
umbrella. Quickly jumping down from bis car, Nila then, with a shield and 
an excellent sword, desired to sever from Aswatth&iuan’s trunk his bead like 
a bird (bearing away its prey in its talons). Drona’s son, however, 0 sinless 
one, by means of a broad-headed arrow, cut off, from his antagonist's trunk, 
his bead graced with a beautiful nose and decked with excellent ear-rings, 
and which rested on derated sholuders. That hero then, the brightness of 
whose face resembled the splendour of the full moon and whose eyes were 
like lotus petals, whose stature was tall, and complexion like that of the lotus, 
thus slain, fell down on the earth. The Pandava host then, filled with great 
grief, began to tremble, when the preceptor's son thus *lcw Nila of blueing 
energy. The great car-warriors of the Pandavas, O sire, all thought,— Alas, 
bow would Indra’s son (Arjuna) be able to rescue us from the foe, when 
that mighty warrior is engaged on the southern part of the field in slaughtering 
the remnant of the Sams af takas and rbc Stray*** force ? — 1 ” 



• The Bengal reading Purrtbhxlaskl is better than I'urvAbhikha'iu 

Between Nila aod Aswatthaman existed a rivalry since some time. — T. 




SECTION XXX! L 



“S*nja)a said,— ‘Vrikodara, however, cuuld not brook Hut slaughter of his 
army. He struck Valhika with sixty, and Kama with ten arrows. Drona 
then, desirous of slaying Bhima, quickly struck the latter, in his very 
vitals, many straight and whetted shafts of keen edge. Desirous again 
of allowing no time, he one* more struck him with six and twenty 
shafts whose touch resembled that o( fire and which were all like snakes 
of virulent poison. Then Kama pierced him with a down shafts, and 
Aswat toman with seven, and kiog Duryodhana also with six. The mighty 
Bbiiuasens, in return, pierced them all. He struck Drona with fifty shafts, 
and Kama with ten. Ami piercing Duryodhana with a doren shafts, and 
Dtuna's son with eight, he engaged in that battle uttering a loud shout. 
In that encounter in which the warriors fought reckless u2 their lives 
and in which death was easy of attainment. Ajatuatru despatched many 
warriors, urging them to rescue Bbima. Tnose heroes of immeasurable 
energy, viz., the two sons of Madri and Pandu, and others headed by 
Yuyudbana, quickly proceed?*! to Bhiinasena's side. Arid those bulls among 
men, filled with rage and uniting together, advanced to battle, desirous 
of breaking tbc army of Drona that was protected by many foremost of 
bowmen. Indeed, ttoec great car-warriors of mighty energy, viz., Bhirna 
and others, fell furiously upon Drona' s host. Drona. however, tbit fore- 
most of car-warriors, received without any anxiety, all those mighty car- 
warriors, of great strength, those neroes accomplished in battle. Disregarding 
their kingdoms and casting off all fear of death, the warriors of thy army 
proceeded against the 1‘andavas. Horsemen encountered horsemen, and car- 
warriors encountered car-warriors. The battle proceeded, darts, against darts 
swurds againct swords, axes against axes. A fierce encounter with swords took 
place, producing a terrible carnage. And in consequence of the collision of 
elephants against elephants, the battle became furious. Some fell down from 
the backs of elephants, and some from tbc backs ul steeds, with heads down- 
wards. And others, O sire, fell down from cars, pierced with arrows. In 
that fierce press, as some one fell down deprived of armour, an elephant 
might be seen attacking him in the chest and crushing his bead. Else- 
where might be seen elephants crushing number* of men fallen down 
on the field. And many elephants, piercing the earth with their tusks 
( as they fell down \ were seen to tear therewith large bodies of men. 
Many elephants again, with arrows sticking to their tusks, wandered over 
the field, tearing and crushing men by hundreds And some elephants 
were seen pressing down into the earth fallen mmora and steeds and 
elephants cased in armour of black iron, as if these were only chick 
reeds. Many kings graced with modesty, their hour having come, laid 
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themselves down t for the last sleep) on painful beds overlaid with 
vulcurine feathers. Advancing to battle on his car, sire slew son ; and 
son also, through madness, and losing all regard, approached sire in 
battle. The wheels of cars were broken ; banners were torn ; umbrellas 
fell dawn on the earth. Dragging broken yokes, steeds ran away. Arms 
with swords in grasp, and heads decked with ear-rings, fell down. Cats, 
dragged by mighty elephants, were thrown down on the ground, reduced 
to fragments. Steeds with riders fell down, severely wounded by elephants. 
That fteroc battle went on, without any body showing any regard for 
anyone. Oh father Oh son \ — When art thou, jriend ? — Wait ! — Where 
dost thins go t — Strike I— Bring ! — Stay this one I — these and diverse oilier 
Cries, with loud laughs, and shouts, and roars, were uttered and heard 
there. Tie blood of human beings and seeds and elephant*, mingled 
together. The earthy dust disappeared. The hearts of all timid persons 
hecamc cheerless. Here a hero getting his car-wheel entangled with the 
car-wheel of another hero, ard and the distance being too near to admit 
of the use of other weapons, smashed that other's head by means of 
his mace. Brave combatants, desirous ot safety where there was no safety, 
dragged one another by ibe ba r, and fought fiercely with fists and tecLh 
and nails. Here was a heTo whose upraised arm with sword in grasp was 
cut off. There another's arm was lopped off with bow, or arrow, or hook 
in grasp. Here one loudly called upon another. There another turned 
his back on like held. Here one severed another's head from his trunk, 
getting him within reach. There another rushed wilh loud shouts upon 
an enemy. Here one was filled with fear at another’s roar. There an- 
other slew, with sharp shafts a friend or a foe. Here an elephant, huge 
as a hill, stain with a long shaft, fell down on the field and lay like a 
Ant island in a river during the summer season. There -\n elephant, wilh 
Juice trickling down its body like a mountain with rillets flowing adown 
its breast, stood, having crushed by its tread a car-warrior with his steeds 
and charioteer on i the field. Beholding brave warriors, accomplished in arms 
and covered wilh blood, strike one another, they that were timid and 
of weak hearts, tost their senses. In fact, all became cheerless. Nothing 
couid any longer be distinguished. Overwhelmed with the dust raised by 
the troops, the hattle became furious. Then the commander of the Psndava 
furces saying, — This is the time, — speedily ted the Pandavas on, those 
heroes that are always endued with great activity. Obeying his behest, 
the mighty -armed Panda vas, smiting ( the ICourava army ), proceeded to- 
wards Drona's car like swans towards a lake.— Seise him % —Do net fy 
away— Do not Jear^Cut into pieces , — these uproarious cries were heard 
in the vicinity of Drona's car. Then I)rona and fCripo, and Kamo, and 
Drona's son, and king Jayadrat'na. and Vinda and Anuvinda of Avanci, 
and Salya, received tho9e heroes. Those irresistible and invincible warr- 
iors, however, via., the Panchalat and the Pondavas, inspired by noble 
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sentiments, did not, though afflicted with shafts, avoid Fhona. T)ien 
IJrona, excited with great rage, shot hundreds of shafts, and caused a 
great carnage amongst the Cbedis, the Panehala*, and the Panda vas. Tlve 
twang of his bowstring and the slips of hi* palms, were, O sire heard on 
all sides. And they resembled the roar of thunder and struck fear into the 
hearts of alL Meanwhile, Ji*hnu, hating vanquished large numbets of 
Sami^laAat, quickly came to that place where Drona was grinding the 
Pandara troops. Having crossed many large lakes whose waters were 
constituted by blood, and whose fierce billows and eddies were constituted 
by shafts, and having slain the Sumtaflah u, Ptaolguna showed himself 
there. Possessed of great fame and endued as he was with the energy 
of the Sun himself, Arjuna't emblem, tf:., his banner bearing the ape, 
WM beheld by us to hi axe with splendour. Having dried up the Samtoffai* 
ocean by means of weapons that constituted his rays, the son of Panda 
blasted the Kurus also as if he were the very Sun that rises at the 
end of the Yug* I Indeed, A'jum burned all the Kurus by tbe heat of 
his weapons, like the fire* that appears at tbe end of the Yuga burning 
down all creatures Struck by him with thousands of shahs, elephant- 
warriors and horsemen and cirwurrlori fell down on the earth, with 
dishevelled hair and exceedingly ufflicied with there arrowy showers. Some 
uttered cries of distress. Others set up loud shouts. And some struck 
with the shafts of Partha, fell do*n deprived of life. Recollecting tie 
practices of < good ) warriors, Arjuna struck not those combatants among 
the foe that had fallen down, or those that were re-treating, or those that 
were unwilling to fight. Deprived of their cars and filled with wonder, 
almost all the Kauravus, turning a«ay from the field, uttered cries of Oh 
and Alas, and called upon Kara* (for protection). Hexring that din made 
by the Kurus desirous of protection, Adhiratfu’s »a fKurna), loudly assuring 
tbe troop* with the words— Da not Jtar, —proceeded to face Arjuna. Then 
(Kama) that foremost of Rharata car-warriors, that delijhter of all tbe 
Bharatas, that first of all persons acquainted with weapons, invoked into 
existence the Agniya ncapin. fihananjaya, however, baffled by means of his 
own arrowy downpour* the flights of arrows shot by Radha's son, that warrior 
of the biasing bow, that hero of bright shafts ! And similarly Adhiratha s 
son also baffled the shafts o I Arjuna of splendid energy. Resisting Arjuna’* 
weapons thus by hi* own, Kama uttered loud shouts and shot many shafts at 
his antagonist Then Dbrishudyumna and Bhima and the mighty car-warrior 
Sat yah i, nil approached Karra, and earn of them pierced him with three straight 
shaft*. The son of Radha, however, checking Arjuna’* weapons hy his own 
arrowy showers, cut off with three sharp shifts the bow* of those three warrior*. 



* The word |in the orginal i* dhuma-hitu. Elsewhere I • have rendered it 
icmnut. It would seem, however, that is wrong. In such passage* the world 
i9 used in its literal *en*e. “(an article) having smoke tor its mark," hence 
fixe.— T. 
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Their bow* cut ofl, they looked like snakes without poison. Hurling dut** 
at their foe from their respective cars tliey uttered loud leonine shouts. Those 
fierce darts of great splendour and great impetuosity, looking like snakes 
hurled from those mighty arms, coursed impetuously towards Kama's car. 
Cutting each of those dirts with three straight shafts and speeding many 
arrows at lh e same time at Partha, the might* Kama uttered a loud shout. 
Then Arjuna, piercing Karr. • with seven shafts, despatched the Utter's younger 
brother by means of hit sharp shafts. Slaying Satronjaya thus with si\ arrows, 
Partha, with a broad-headed shaft, struck ofT Vipata’s head a* the Utter stood on 
his car. In the very sight of the Dhartarashtras, therefore as alto ot the Sufai 
son, the three uterine brothers of the latter were despatched by Arjuria unaided by 
any one. Tlven Bhima, jumping down from his own car like a second Gartida, 
slew with his excellent sword five and ten combatants amongst those that 
supported Kama. Mounting once more oo his or and taking up another bow, 
he pierced Kama with ten shaft*, and his charioteer and steeds with five. 
Dbrishtiidyumna also, taking up a sword and a bright shield, despatched 
Chandravarman, and also Vrihatkshatra the ruler of the Naishadha*. The 
Panchala prince then, mounting upon his own car and taking up another bow, 
pierced Kama with three and seventy shafts, and utteied a loud roar. Sini's 
grandson also, of splendour equal to that of Indra himself, taking up ano.her 
bow, pierced the Suia i son with four and sixty shafts and roared like a lion. 
And cutting off Kama's bow with a couple of well-shot shafts, he once more 
pierced Kama on the arms and live chest with three arrow?. The king 
Duryodhana, and Drona, and Jayadratha, re«cned Kama from the Satyaki- 
ocean as the former was about to sink in it. And foot-soldiers and steeds 
and car* and elephants, belonging to thy army and numbering by hundreds, 
all accomplished in smiting, rushed to the spot where Kama was for frightening 
(bis assailants). Then Dhrishtadyumna, and Bhima, and S-jbludnt's son, 
and Arjuna himself, and Nakula, and Sahadeva, began to protect Satyaki in 
that battle. Even thus went on that fierce battle for the desrtuction of 
bowmen belonging to thy army and the enemy's. All the combatants fought, 
reckless of theiT very lives. Infantry and cars and steeds and elephants were 
engaged with cart and infantry. Car-warriors wctc engaged with elephants 
and fooi-aoldiere and steeds, cars and foot-eoldiers were engaged with cars 

and elephants. And steeds were seen engaged with steeds, and elephants 

with elephants, and foot-solider* with foot soldier*. Even thus did that 

battle, marked by great confusion, take place, enhancing the joy 

of cannibals and carnivorous crcatuTcs, between those higb-souled 
men facing one another fearlessly. Indeed, it largely swelled 

the population of Yana's kingdom. Large numbers of elephants and 
cars and foot-wldiers and steeds were destroyed by men and 

cars and steeds and elephant*. And elephants were slain by elephants, 
and car-warriors w-.th weapons upraised, by car- warriors, and steeds by 
steeds, and large bodies of foot-soldiers. And elephants were slain by 
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cars, and large steeds by large elephants, and racn by steeds; and 
steeds by foremost af car-warriors* With tongues lolling out, and teeth 
and eyes pressed out of their places, with coats of mail and ornaments 
crushed into dust, the slaughtered creatures fell down on the field. 
Others, again, of terrible mien, were struck and thrown down on the 
earth by others armed with diverse a-.d excellent weapons, and sunk into 
the earth by the tread of steeds and elephants* and tortured and mang* 
by heavy cars and car wheels. And during the progress of that fierce 
carnage so delightful to beasts of prey and carnivorous birds and canni- 
bals, mighty combatants, filled with wrath, and slaughtering one another, 
careered over the field punting forth all their energy. Then when both 
hosts were broken and mangled, the warriors bathed in blood, looked at 
each other. Meanwhile the Sun went to his chambers in the Western 
hills, and both the armies, O Bharat a, slowly retired to their respect- 
ive tents. 



SECTION XXXIII. 

^Mmaxvu^Ma /Vtvi.) 

"Sanjaya said,— 'Having been first broken by Arjuna of immeasurable 
prowess, and owing also to the failure of Drona’s vow in consequence 
of Vudhisthira having been well protected, tby warriors were regarded as 
defeated. All of them with coats of mail torn and covered with dust, 
cast anxious glances around Retiring from the field with Drona’s consent, 
after having been vanquished by their enemies of sure aim and humi- 
liated by them in battle, they heard, as they proceeded, the countless merits 
of Phalguna praised by all creatures, and the friendship of Kesava for 
Arjuna spoken of by all. They passed the night like men under a 
curse, reflecting upon the course of event! and observing a perfect silence. 

'‘Next morning Duryodbina said unto Dram, these words, from affect- 
ion and affectionate wrath, and in great cheerlesiness of heart at die 
sight of tbe pros porky of their doe. Skilled in speech, and filled with rage 
a: the success of the foe, the king said these words in the hearing of all tbe 
troops — O foremost of regenerate ones, without doubt thou hast set us down 
for men who should be destroyed by thee I Thou didst not seixe Yudliish- 
thiTa today even though tbou hadsi goc him within thy reach ! That foe whom 
thou would st seixe in battle is incapable of escaping thee if once thou 
gettest him within sight, crcn if he be protected by live Pandavas aided by the 
very god*. Gratified, thou favest me a boon. Now, ho sever, thou dost not 
a« acccoTding to it I They that are noble (like thee), never falsify the hopes 
of one devoted to them ! — Thus addressed by Duryodhana, Uharadwaja's 
son felt great shame. Addressing the kinx, he sowl,— It bebovcih thee not 
to take me to be such ! I always endearuur to achieve what is agreeable to 
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thee. The three worlds with ibe gods* the Jsuras, the GdnJ.harMs, the 
YxitAaf, the and the Kakikauis, cannot defeat the force that is 

protected by the diadem -decked (Arjuna). T.icrc where Govinda the Creator 
of the Universe is* and there where Arjuna is the commander, whose might can 
avail save threc-eyed Mahadeva’s, O lord ? O sire, I tell thee truly today and 
it will not be otherwise l Today I will slay a mighty car wmrrrcr, one of the 
foremost heroes of the Pandavos ! Today l will also form an array that is 
impenetrable by the very god9. Do. however, 0 king, by some mean* take 
Arjuiu away from the field ! There is nothing that be doth not know or 
cannot achieve in battle. From various places hath he acquired all tlui is co 
be known about battle.— 

‘Sin Jay a continued, — ‘Afrer Dront had said these words the Siimsaffakas 
once more challenged Arjuna to battle and took him away to the southern 
side of the field- Then an enroanter Cook place between Arjuna and his 
enemies, the like of which hath never been seen or heard. On the other hand* 
the array formed by Drone, 0 king, looked resplendent. Indeed, that 
array was incapable of being looked at like the Sun himself when in bis 
course he readies the mcrid-an and score bca (everything underneath). 
Abhinumu,, at the com mind* O ftharau, of tils sire’s eldest brother, pierced 
in battle that impenetrable circular array to many place*. Having achieved 
the most difficult feats arwl slain heroes by thousands, be was (at last) 
encountered by six htlOCS together. In the end, succumbing to Dusbamda's 
ton, O lord of earth, Subhadra's son, O chastiser of foes, gave up his life ! 
At this we we were filled with great joy and the Pundavas wills great grief. 
And after Subhadra's sun had been slain, our tre-opj were withdrawn for 
nigblfy rest. 

“Dhriursshtra said, — ‘Hearing, O Sanja>a, of the slaughter of the son 
(Abimanyo), yet in bis minority, of that lion among men, (pff.. Arjuna). 
my heart seems to break into pieces ! Coitl. indeed, are the duties of 
Kshatriyat as laid down by the legislators, inasmuch as brave men, desirous 
of sovereignty scrupled not to thoot their weapons at even a child ! O son 
of Gavalgana, tell me bow so many warriors, accomplished in arms, slew 
that child who, though brought up in luxury, yet catccted over the field so 
fearlessly l Tell me, O JsanJaya, iiow our warriors sported in battle with 
Subbadra’s son of immeasurable energy who had penetrated into our, 
car-array 1 

"Sanjaya said, — 'That which thou askert me, O king. Wi, the slaughter of 
Subhadra's sen, I will describe to thee in detail ! Listen, O monarch, with 
attention I I will relate .o thee how that youth, having penetrated into out 
ranks, sported with his weapon*, and how the irresistible heroes of our army, 
all inspired by hope of victory, were afflicted by him. Like the denixens o i 
a forest abounding with plant 6 and herbs and trees, when surrounded on 
alt sides by a forest conflagration, the worriers of thy army were all filled 
with fear. 
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car-warriors Kama and Dussashana and Krijxi, and had a white umbrella 
held over hi* head. And fanned with yak-tail*, he looked resplendent 
like the chief of the celestial*. And at the he\d of that army was the 
commander Drum looking like the rising Sun.* And there stood the 
ruler nf the Sindhu*, of great beauty of person, and immovable like the 
cliff of Mcru. Standing by the side of the ruler of the Sindhu* and 
headed by Aswattbaronn, war*, O king, thy thirty sons resembling the 
very god*. There also, on Jayadratha's flank, were those mighty car- 
warriofi, *fc. f the ruler of the Gandharvat, i. / , the gamester ( Sakuni ), 
and Salve, and Bhtirisravas. Then commenced the battle, fierce and 
making the hair to stand on end, between thy warrior* and those of 
the foe. And both sides fought, making death iirelf the goal. 



SECTION XNXV. 

"Sanjaya »uid, — 'The Parthas then, headed by Bbimaaena, approached 
that invincible anay protected by ftharadwaju* son. And Saiyaki, and 
Chckiuna, and Dhri vhwd) uimu ike *un of Prisluta, and Kunliblioyj of 
great prowess, and the mighlv car w-irr».;r Drupada, and Arjuna's ion 
( Abbimanyu X and Kslatradharman, nod die valiant Vrjhadk&hatra, and 
Dliriditaketu the ruler of the C edis, and the twin sons of Madri, (ri-., Nakula 
and Sahideva >, and Ghitotkoclu, aid the powerful Vudhanunyu, and 
the unvanquighed Sikhindin, and the irresistible Uttamanjas, and 
the mighty car-warnor Virata, and the fire jjtii of Draupadi, — these 
all excited with wrath, and the valiant son of Sisupala, and the 
Kaikeya* of mighty energy, aod tl>e Srinjayas by thousands,— these and 
others, accomplished in weapons and difficult of being resisted in battle, 
suddenly rushed, at the head of their respective followers, against Bhara- 
diraja's son, from desire of battle. The valiant son of Bharadwaja 
however, fearlessly checked all those warriors, as goon as they came near, 
with a thick shower of arrows. Like a mighty wave of waters coming against 
an impenetrable hill, or the surging 9 ea itself approaching its bank, those 
vrarnor* were dashed back by Drona. And the Pandavas, O king, afflicted by 
the shafts shot from Drona's bow, were unable to stay before him. And the 
strength nf Drona’s arms that wc saw was wonderful in the extreme, in asmuch 
as the Panchalas and the Srinj.tyas failed to approach him. Beholding Drcina 
advancing in rage, Yudhishthim thought of diverse means for checking his 
progress. At last regarding Drona incapable of being resisted by any one 
else, Yodbiththira placed that heavy and unbearable burden on the son of 
Subhadra. Addressing Abbimanyu, that slayer of hostile heroes, who was not 



• The first-half of die first line of 21 seems to be grammatically connected 
with ao.— T. 
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“Sanjaya said,— 4 0f fierce deeds in battle and above all fatigue as proved 
by their feats, the five sons of Panda, with Krishna, are incapable of being 
resisted by the very gods. In righteousness, in deeds, in lineage, m intelli- 
gence, in achievements* in fame, in prosperity, there never was, and there 
never will be, another man so endued as Yudhisbthira. Devoted to p ruth 
and righteousness, and with passions under control, king Yudhishthira, in 
consequence of bis worship of the Brjlimarus and diverse other virtues of a 
similar nature, is always in the enjoyment of Heaven. The Destroyer himself 
at the end of the Fw/.z, Janudagni's valiant son (Rama), and Bhimasena on 
bis car,— these three, O king, are spoken of as equal Of Partha, the wiclder 
of Gandiva, who always achieveth his vows in battle, 1 do not see a becoming 
parallel on Earth. Reverence for superiors, keeping counsels, humility, 
self-restraint, beauty of person, and bravery,— these six arc ever present in 
Nakula In knowledge of scriptures, gravity, sweetness of temper, righteous- 
ness, and prowcis, the heroic Suhadeva is equal to the Aswins themselves. 
All those nob^e qualities that are in Krishna, all those that are in the 
Pandiva?, all that assemblage of qiufiiies w.i« to be seen in Abliimanyu singly I 
In firmness he was equal to Yudhishthira, and in conduct to Krishna ; in 
feats he was Use uqual of Bhimasena of terrible deeds, in beauty of pcrion, 
in prowess, and in knowledge of scnpturci he was the equal of Dhananjaya. In 
humility be was equal to Sahadeva and DUkula. 

“Dbritarashtra said,— ‘I desire, O Su!a t to heir in daUil, how the invincible 
Abbisnanyu, the son of Subhadra, hath been slain on the field of battle ! 

“Sanjaya continued,— ‘Be still, O Ling I Bear thy grief that is so 
intolcrab'e ! 1 will speak to thee of the great slaughter of thy kinsmen. 

The preceptor, O king, had formed the great circular array. In it were 
placed all the king* (of our side) that are each equal to Sikra himself. At 
the entrance were stationed all live princes possessed of solar effulgence. 
All of them had taken oaths (about standing by one another). 
All of them had standards decked with gold. All of them were 
attired in red robes, and ail had red ornaments. AD of them had 
red banners and all were adorned with garlands of gold, smeared 
with sandle-paste and other perfumed unguents, they were decked with 
floral wreaths. Unitedly they rushed towards Arjuna's son, desirous of 
battle. Firm bowmen all, they numbered ten thousand. Placing thy 
hand-ome grandson Likshman* at their head, all of them, sympathising 
with one another in joy and gnef, and emulating one another in feats 
of courage, desiring to excell one another, and devoted to one another's 
good, they advanced to battle. Duryodhaoa, O monarch, was stationed 
in the midst of hi* fotecs. And the king was surrounded by the mighty 
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inferior 10 Vasudeva himself in d whose energy was superior to that of Arjuna, 
the king said— O child, act in such a my that ArjtiDi, returning (from the 
Samsaftakas), may not reprove us l Wc do not know hotr to break 
the circular array ! Thyself, or Airjuna or Krishna, or Prad- 
dyumna, can pierce that array l O mighty-armed one, no fifth person 
can be found (to achieve that feat) ! O child, it bchoveth thee, O 
Abhmunyu, to grant the boon that thy sires, thy maternal uncles, and all 
these troops ask of thee ! Taking up thy arms quickly, destroy this aiiay of 
Drona, else, Arjuna returning from the fight, will reprove us all I— 

u ‘Abhimanyu said,— Desiring victory to my sires, soon shall I in battle 
penetrate into that firm, fierce, and foremost of ariays formed by Drona f I 
have been taught by my father the method of (penetrating and) smiting this 
kind of array. I cannot, however, come out if any kind of danger o\eruke 
me ! — 

Yudbishthira said,— Break this array oocc, O foremost of warriors, and 
mike a passage for us ? All of us will follow thee in the track by 
which thou wilt go 3 In battle thou art equal to Dhananjaya himself ? 
Seeing thee enter, we shall follow thee, protecting tbee on all sides ! — 

“'Bbima said,— I myself will follow thee, and Dhrishtadyumna, and 
Sat> ski ; and the Panchalas, and the Prabludrakas. After the array will 
once have been broken by thee, we wiiJ enter it repeatedly and slay 
the foremost warriors within it 1— 

•* 'Abhimanyu said,— I will penctra^ into this invincible array of 
Drona, like an insect filled with rage entering a blazing fire. Today I 
will do that which will he beneficial to both races ( viz., my sire's and 
my mother's ). I will do that which will please my maternal uncle as 
also my father ! Today all creatures wiri behold large bodies of hostile 
soldiers continually slaughtered by myself, an unaided child I If any- 
body, encountering me, eacapes today with life, I shall not then regard 
myself begotten by Partba and bora of Subhadra ! If on a single car I 
cannot in battle cut off the whole Ksbatriya race into eight fragments, I 
mil not regard myself the son of Arjuna !— 

M ‘Yudbishthira said,^Smce, protected by these tigers among men, 
these great bowmen endued with fierce might, these warriors that re- 
semble the Softy as, the Fudras, or the Maruis or arc like the Vasus, or 
Agni or Aditya himself in prowess, thou venturer to pierce the invincible 
array of Drona, and since thou speakest so, let thy strength, O son of 
Subhadra, increase 1 — 

“Sanjaya con t in ued,— 1 Hearing these words ol Yudbishthira, Abbmianya 
ordered his charioteer Sumitra, saying,— Quickly urge the steeds towards 
Drona's army I— 
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"Ssnjaya said, — 'Hearing those words of the intelligent Yudhishtlma, 
the son of Subhadra, O BbaraU, urged his charioteer towards Drona's 
orr* y. The charioteer, urged by him with ihe wards — Prjxtd— Priced 
—replied unto Abhimanju, O king, in these words O thou that art 
blest with length of days, heavy is the burthen that hath been placed 
upon thee by the Pandavas ! Asceitaining by thy judgment as to 
whether thou art able to l>car it or not, thou shouldst then engage in 
battle I The preceptor Drona is a master of superior weapons and accom- 
plished < in battle ) I thou, however, hast been brought up in great 
luxury, and art unuied to battle 1— 

••‘Hearing these words, Abhimaoyu replied unto bis charioteer, sa>ing 
with a laugh', — O charioteer, who is this Drona ? What, again, is this 
vast assemblage of Kihatriyas ? Sakra himself on bis Airaval and aided 
by all the celestial), I would encounter in battle. I do not feel the slight* 
test anxiety about all these Ksbatriyas today ! This hostile army doth 
not come up to even a sixteenth |urt of myse!f I O son of a Suta, 
getting my maternal uncle Vishnu himse'f, the conqueror of the universe 
or my sire Arjuna, as an antagonist in battle, fear would nut enter my 
heart l— Abbimanyu then, thus disregarding those words of his charioteer, 
urged the latter, saying,— Go with speed towards tbc army of Drona !— 
Thus commanded, the charioteer, with a heart scarcely cheerful, urged 
Abhlmanyu's three year old steeds decked with golden trappings. Those 
coursers, urged by Sumitra towards Drona* 5 army, rushed towards Drona 
himself, O king, with great speed and prowess. t Beholding him coming 
( towards them ) in that way, all the Kauravax, headed by Drona, ad- 
vanced against him, as, indeed, the Panda vas followed him behind. Then 
Arjuna'* son, superior to Arjuna himself, cased in golden mail and owning an 
excellent standard that bore the device of a /Canlk.ira tree, fearlessly encoun- 
tered, from desire uf battle, those warriors beaded by Dronx, like an infant lion 
assailing a heard of elephants. Those wanton then, filled with joy, began to 
strike Abbimanyu while he endeavoured to pierce their array. \ And for a 
moment an agitation took place iliere like to the eddy that is seen in the 



* The lost half of the second line of 4 is vicious as occuring in the 
Bengal texts. Tbc correct reading ia ayudnkatiarada.^ T. 

t The Bombay edition reads Afahm^faraks^amam. This is vicious. 
The Bengal texts rightly make it an adjective of Vafinas in tbe previous 
line. — T. 

t The Bengal reading Tniusutaw nnJa yuktas seems to me better than 
the Bombay reading 7 # in^H fad* y alias, although Njlakar.tba prefers the 
latter.— T. 
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cccan where the current of Gun g* mixes with iL The battle, 0 king, that 
commenced there, between those struggling heroes striking one another, 
became fierce and terrible. And during the progress of that awful battle, 
Arjuna's son, m the very sight of Drona, breaking that array, penetrated into 
it. Then large bod.es of elephants and steeds and cars and infantry, fi led 
with joy, encompassed that mighty warrior after lie had thus penetrated into 
ths midst of the foe, and commenced to amite him. [C vising the Earth 
to resound] with ilk* noise of diverse musical instruments, with shouts and 
slaps of arm pits and roars, with yells and leonine shoot9, with exclamations 
of— fKitf/, — U'ait % — with fierce confused voices, with cries of — Dj «.>/ *•», 

Cjm* fir w,- with repeated exclamations of— This a *#, — It is 1,—The /<u t — 
with the grunts of elephants, with the tinkling of bells and ornaments, with 
bursts of laughter, and the clatter of horw-h oofs and ear-wheels, the (Kaurara) 
warriors rushed at the son of Arjuru. That mighty liero, however, endued 
with great lightness of hinds and having a knowledge of the vital parts of the 
body, quick!/ shooting weapons capable of penetrating into the \ try vitals, 
slew those advancing warriors. Slaughtered by means of sharp shafts of 
diverse kinds, those warriors became perfectly helpless ; and like insects 
falling upon a blaring fire, they continued to fall upon Abhiioanyix on the 
field of battle. And Ahhim&nyu strewed the earth with their bodies and 
diverse limbi of their bodies like priests strewing the altar at a sacrifice with 
t lades of Kuut gras?. And Arjuna’s son quickly cut off by thousands the arms 
of those warriors. And some of these, werr cased in fences made of iguana 
skin, and some held bows aud shifts. And SOflM held swords or shields or 
iron hooks or reins ; and some, lances or battle-axes. And some held maces 
or iron balls or spear* ; and some, rapiers and crows and axes. And tome 
grasped short arrows, or spiked mace*, or darts, or shafts, or Am/Wimf. And 
some had goads and prodigious conches ; and some had bearded darts and 
KitAagrii&at. And tome had wafleU ard some other kinds of missiles. 
And some had nooses, arid some heavy clubs, and some brick- 
bats. And all those arms were decked with armlets and Lived with 
delightful perfumes and unguents. And with those arms dyed with gore and 
looking bright, the field of tattle became beautiful, as if strewn, O sire, with 
fire beaded snakes slain by Garuda. And Phalguna’s son also scattered over 
the field of battle count!c;v heads of foer, heads graced wish beautiful noses 
and faces and locks, without pimples, and adorned with ear-rings. Blood 
flowed from those heads copiously, and the nether lips in all were b*t with 
wrath. Adorned with beautiful garlands and crowns and turbans and pearls 
and gems, and possessed of splendour equal tn that of the Sun or tbe Moon, 
they scorned to be like lotuses severed from their stalks. Fragrant with many 
perfumes, while life was in them they could speak words both agreeable and 
beneficial. Ditctsc rare, well equips and looking like tbe vapoury edifice* 
in the welkin, with shafts jd front and excellent bamboo poles and looking 
beautiful with the standards set up on them, were deprived of their /mgkas. 
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and Kusan u % and Nswis, and Dasana r, and wheels, and standards, and 
terraces. And the utensils of war in them were all broken* And the rich 
dothi with which they were overlaid, were blown away, and the warriors on 
them were slain by thousands. Mangling everything before him with his 
shafts, Abhimanyu was seen coursing on all sides. t With his keen cdjel 
weapons he cut into pieces cle pliant warriors, and elephants with standards and 
hook and banners, and quivers and coats of mail, and girths and 
neck ropes and blankets, and bells and trunks and tusk-ends 

as also die foot-soldiers that protected those elephants from 

behind. And mtny steeds of the Vaiuyu, the hilly, the Kamvnja, and 
the Valhika breeds, with tails and ears and eyes motionless and fixed, 
possessed of great speed, well trained, and ridden by accomplished warriors 
armed with sword « and lances, were seen to he deprived of the excellent 
ornaments on their heads as also their beautiful tails* And many lay with 
tongues lolling out nnd eyes detached from their K>ckcts, and entrails and 
livers drawn out- And the riders on their backs lay lifeless by their sides 
And the rows of bells that adorned them were all torn. Strewn over the 
field thus, they caused great delight to Rahkasas and beasts of prey. With 
coats of mail and other leathern armour (casing tbeit limbs) cut open, they 
weltered in excreia ejected by themselves. Thus slaying many foremost 
of steeds of thy army, Abhimanyu looked resplendent. Alone achieving the 
most difficult feats like the inconeievable Vishnu himself in days of old, 
Abhimanyu crushed thy vast host of three kinds of forces (cars, elephants, 
arid steeds), like? the Three-eyed (Mahadeva) of immeasurable energy 
crushing the terrible Asmra host. Indeed, Arjuna's son, haring achieved 
in battle feats incapable of being borne by his foes, everywhere mangled 
large divisions of foot-soldiers belonging to thy army. Beholding then thy 
host extensively slaughtered by Subhadra's son singte-hand with his whetted 
shafts like the Atvra host by Skanda (the celestial generalissimo), thy warriors 
and thy sons cast vacant looks on all sides TbciT mouth9 became dry ; 
their eyes became restless ; their bodies were covered with sweat ; and their 
hair stood on end. Hopeless of vanquishing their foe, they set their hearts 
on flying away from the field. Desirous of saving their lives, they called one 
another by their names and tbe names of their families, and abandoning 
their wounded sons and sires and brothers and kinsmen and relatives by 
marriage lying around on tbe field, they endeavoured to fly away, urging their 
steeds and elephants (to their utmost speed! ' M 

* Jonx^as. r/A, are diverse limbs of cars used in battle,— T. 

t l read both 32 and S3 as in the Bombay text— T. 

* I omit the names as they occur in the text Tnesc are (1) Kshuarafiras. 
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"Sanjaya said,— ‘Behold.ng hi* army routed by Subhadra's son of 
immeawrable energy, Duryodhana, filled with rage, himself proceeded against 
the former. Seeing the king turn hack towards Subhadra's son in batt’e 
Drona, addressing all the (Kaurava) warriors, 6aid,— ‘Rescue the king.* 
Before us, in our very sight, the valiant Abhimanyu is slaying all he aims 
at. Rush ye, therefore, speedily again** Kirn, without fear, and protect the 
Kuru king I — Then many grateful and mighty warriors, having Duryodhana'* 
good at heart and always graced w:th victory, inspired with fear, surrounded 
thy son. And Drona, and Drocia’s son, and Kiipa, and Kama nnd Kritavar- 
nian, and Suvala’s son, Vrihadvala, and the ruler ol the Madras, and Bhun, 
and Bhurisravas, and Sila, and Paurava, and Vrisbasena, shooting sharp 
shaft*, checked Subhadra's son by mean* of those arrowy showers. Con- 
founding him with thoic showers of shafts, they rescued Duryodhana. The 
wn of Arjuna, however, brooked not that act of snatching a morsel from hi* 
mouth. Covering those mighty car-warrior*, their charioteers, and steeds 
with thick showers of arrows and cauaiig them to turn back, the 9on of 
Subhadra uttered a leonine roar. Hearing that roar of hi* resembling that 
of a lion hungering after pTcy, these angry car-warriors headed by Drona, 
brooked it not. Encompassing him on all sides, 0 sire, with a large body 
of cars, they shot at him shower* of diverse kinds of arrows. Thy grandson, 
however, cut them off in the welkin (before any of them could reach 
him) by means of sharp shafts, and then pierced all of them with his 
shafts. That feat of hi* seemed exceedingly wonderful. Provoked by him 
thus by means of those shafts of his that resembled snakes of virulent 
poison, they surrounded that unretreatirg son of Subhadra, desirous of 
slaying him. That sea of (Kaurava) troop*, however, O bull of BharaU's race, 
the son of Arjuna singly held in check by means of hi* shaft* like the continent 
resisting the surging ocean. And among ttose heroes thus fighting with 
and striking one another, w*., Abhimanyu and his on one side and all 
those warriors together on the other, none turned back from the field. 
In that dreadful and fierce battle Dussaha pierced Abhimanyu with nine 
shaft*. And Dusiasana pierced him with a doxen ; and Saradwat's son 
Kripa, with three. And Drona pierced him with seventeen shafts, each 
resembling a snake of virulent poison. And Vivingsati pierced him with 
seventy shafts, and Kritavarman with seven. And Vrihadvala pierced him 
with eight, and Aswtthaman with seven shaft*. And Bhuriwata* pierced 

# The second half of the second line of a i* viciou* in the Bengal 
testa— T. 
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him with three shafts And the ruler of the Madras with six. And Sakuni 
pierced him with two. and kin* Dnryodbana with three shafts. The 
valiant Abhimanyu. however, O king, seemingly dancing on his car. 
pierced each of those warriors in return with three shafts. Then Abhi- 
many it. filled with Tage in consequence of thy sons endeavouring to 
frighten him thus, displayed the wonderful strength he had acquired 
from culture and practice. Borne by his well-broken steeds endued with 
the speed of Gam da or the Wind, and thoroughly obedient to the behests 
of him who held their reins, he quickly checked the heir of Asmaka. 
Staying before him, the handsome son of Asmaka, endued with great 
might, pierced him with ten shafts and, addressing him, said,— l Vait k — 
Wait. Abhimanyu then, with ten shafts, cut eff the former’s steeds and 
charioteer and standard and two arms and how and head, and caused 
them to fall down on the earth, smiling the white. After the heroic ruler 
of the Atmakas had thus been slain by the son of Subhadra, the whole 
of his force wavered and began to fly away from the field. Then Karna, 
and Kripi, and Dtona. and Drona’s sun. and the ruler of the Gandharas, 
and Sala and Salya, and Bhurisravas, and Kratha, and Somadatta, and 
Vivingsati, and Vrishase.na, and Sushena, and Kundivedhin. and PraUrddana, 
and Vrindaraka, and Lilithya, and Pravahu, and Dirghalochana, and the 
angry Duryodhana, showered their arrows upon him. Then Abhimanyu, 
excessively pierced by those great bowmen with their straight shafts, sped 
a shaft at Kama which was capable of piercing through every armour and 
body. That shift, piercing through Kama's coat of mail and Ihen hi* 
body, entered the earth like a snake piercing through an ant-hill Deeply 
pierced, Karna felt great pain and became perfectly helpless. Indeed, 
Kama began to tremble in that battle like a hill during an earth-quake. 
Then with three other shafts of great sharpness, the mighty son of Arjuna, 
excited with rage, slew those three warriors, vit. t Sushena, Dirghalochana, 
and Kundavcdhin. Meanwhile, Kama ( recovering from the shock ) pierced 
Abhimanyu with five and twenty shafts. And Aswathaman struck him 
with twenty, and Kritararman with seven. Covered all over with arrows, 
that son of Sakra's son, filled with rage, careered over the field. And 
he was regarded by all the troops ns Yama’s self armed with the noose. 
He then scattered over Salya, who happened to be near him, thick 

showers of artows. That mighty-armed wareior then uttered loud shouts, 

frightening thy truops therewith. Meanwhile, Salya, pierced by Abhimanyu 
accomplished in weapons, with straight shafts penetrating into his very 
vitals, sat down on the terrace of his car and swooned away. Beholding 

Salya thus pierced by the celebrated son of Subbadra, all the troops 

fled away in the very sight of Bharadwaja's son. Seeing that mighty- 
armed warrior, wr, Salya, thus covered with shafts of golden wings, thy 
army fled away like a herd of deex afflicted by a lion. And Abhimanyu 
glorified by the Pitris , the gods, and Charanas . and SUUtu, as also by 
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diverse classes of creatures on the Earth, with praises about ( bis heroism 
and skill in ) battle, looked resplendent Like a sacrificial fire drenched 
with clarified butter.' " 



SECTION XXXVIII. 

“Dhritaroshtra said, — ‘While Arjuna'* son mas thus grinding, by means 
of bis straight arrows, our foremost of bowmen, what warriors of my army 
endeavoured to check him ? 

"Sanjaya said, — ‘Hear, O king, of the splendid |*owesi in battle ol 
the youthful Abhimanyu while engaged m breaking the car-ranks { of the 
Kauravas ) protected by the son of Bhsraiwaja himself ! 

“Beholding the ruler of the Madras disabled in battle by Subhadra'i son 
with his shafts, the >x>unger brother of Salya, filled with wrath, advanced 
against Abhimanyu, scattering Its shafts. Arjunas 9cm, however, endued 
with great lightness of hand, cut off bis antagonist’* head and chanotecr, his 
tiipple bamboo-pole, his {bed on the car), his cat-wheel*, his yoke, and shafts, 
and quiver, and car-bottom, by means of bis arrows, as also bis banner, 
and every other implement of battle with which bis car was e<juipt So quick 
were his movements that oooc could obtain a sight of bis person. Deprived 
of life, that foremost and chief of all ornaments of battle fell down on the 
earth, like a huge hill uprooted by a mighty tempest. His followers then, 
struck with fear, fled away in all directions. Beholding that feat of the son 
of Arjuna, all creatures were highly gratified, and cheered him, O Bbarata, 
with loud shouts of — Ex&lUnt^ Exu'Unt \ — 

“After Salya's brother had thus been slain, many followers of his, loudly 
proclaiming their families, places of residence, and names, rushed against 
Arjuna's son, filled with rage and armed with diverse weapons. Some of 
them were on cars, some on steeds, and some on elephants , and others 
advanced on foot. And all of them were endued wtth beet* ought. And 
they rushed frightening the son of Arjuna with the loud wbi u of thejr arrows, 
the deep roar of their car-wheels, their fierce whoops and about* and cries, 
their leonine rutra, the loud twang of their bowstrings, and the slaps of their 
palms. And they said,— Tk*» sh*It not istaft us with life Uiiy !— Hearing 
them say so, the son of Subhadra, smiling the while, pierced with his shafts 
those amongst them that had pierced him first Displaying drreTse weapons 
of beautiful look and great celerity, the heroic son of Arjuna hsttted mildly 
with them. Those weapons that be had received flora Vasudeva. »od those 
that he had received from Dhananjaya, Abhimanyu displayed in the very 
BtlM way as Vasudeva and Dhananjaya. Disregarding the heavy burthen 
he had taken upon himself and casting off all fear, he repeatedly shot bis 
arrows. No interval, again, could be noticed between his aiming and leUing 
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off an arrow. Only his trembling bow drawn to a circle could be seen on 
every side, looking like (be blaring disc of the autumnal Sun. And the 
twang of hb bow, and the *lap of bis palms, O BbaraU, were heard to 
resemble the roar of clouds charged with thunder. Modest, wrathful, 
reverential to superiors, and exceedingly handsome, the son of Subhadra, out 
of regard for the hostile heroes, fought with them mildly. Commencing 
mildly, 0 king, he gradually became fierce, tike the illustrious maker of the 
day when autumn comes after the season of the rains is over. Like the Sun 
himself shedding his rays. Abhimanyu, filled with wrath, shot hundreds and 
thousands of whetted arrows furnished with golden wings. In the very 
sight of Bharadwaja’s sun, that celebrated warrior covered the car-division of 
the Kaurava army with diverse kinds of arrows* Thereupon that army, thus 
afllrcted by Abhimanyu with his shafts, turned its bock on the field. 



SECTION XXXIX. 

"Dhritarasbtra said,— ‘My heart, O Sunjaya, is inspired wish different 
sentiments, viz., shame and gratification, upon bearing that Subhadra’s 
son singly held in check the whole army of my son. O son of Gavolgana, 
tell me everything once more :n detail about the encounter of tlie youthful 
Abhimanyu which seems to have been pretty like Skanda’s encounter with 
the Aiura host 1 * 

“Saniya said,— 'I will relate to thee that fearful encounter, 
that fierce battle, as it took place between one and the many, 
Mounted upon bis car, Abhimanyu, with great daring showered his 
arrows on the warriors of thy army mounted on their -cars all of 
whom were chastisers of foes, endued with great courage l Careering 
with great activity like a circle of fire, he pierced Drona, and Kama, 
and Kripa, and Salya and Drona’s son, and Kriuvarman of the Bhoja 
race, and Vribadvala, and Duryodhana, and Socnadatti, and the mighty 
Sakuni, and diverse kings and diverse princes, and diverse bodies of 
treops. While engaged in slaying his foes by means of superior weapons, 
live valiant son of Subhadra, endued with mighty energy, seemed, O 
Bharat*, to be present everywhere I Beholding that conduct of Subhadra'* 
•on of immeasurable energy, thy troops trembled repeatedly. Seeing that 
warrior of great proficiency io battle, Bha/adwaja’s son of great wisdom, 
with eyes expanded in joy, quickly came towards Kripo, and addreaiing 
bhn said, as if crushing ( by that speech of his ) the very vitals of 

* I onu ' names as they occur in the text. These are (i) Kshumprai 
i. . arrows • sharp as razors, (i) Vadadtincaz i.<„ arrows having heads like a 

calf-tooth; (3) I tiat&as $. #„ long arrows having stout bodies ; (4) Aorwlsl, 
iong arrows ; ArdAa-ekmdrw&Aais $. looking like shafts furnished with heads 
of the form of the Inti-moon ; tt is an adjective ijualifyin;: .YaraMs (5) 
A*)<uikai were bread-headed sba/t*. -T t * w 
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thy ion, O Bnarau, the folloiring woida Yonder comelh the youthful 
son of Subhadra at the h<ad of the Parthas, delighting all h» friend*, 
and king Yudhishthira, and Nakulo, and Sahadeva, and Bbima*ena the 
•on of Pandu, and all his kinimen, and relttires by marriage, and all 
who are watching the battle a* tpeoatot* without taking any part in it ! 
I do not regard any bowman to be his equal in battle ! If only he 
entertains the wish, he can slay this vast host ! It seems, that for some 
reason or other, I* doth not entertain that wish !— Hearing these words of 
Drona, «u expressive of the gratification be fe’t, thy son, enraged with 
Abhimanyu, looked at Drom, faintly smiling the white. Indeed, Disryodhana 
said unto Kama and king Valhika and Duisasana and the ruler of the 
Madras and the many other mighty car-warriors of his army, these words : 
—The preceptor of the entire order of Kshatriyaa,— he that is the foremost 
of all conversant with Rrahma, doth not, from stupefi cation, wish to slay 
this son of Arjuna ! None can, in battle, escape the preceptor with life, 
not even the Destroyer himself if the latter advanceth against the preceptor’ 
as a foe ! What, O friend, shall we aay then of any mortal ? I say this 
truly! This one is the son of Arjuna, and Arjuna is the preceptor's disciple. 
It is for this that the preceptor protecteth this youth 1 Disciples and sons 
and their sons are always dear to virtuous people.* Protected by Droru, the 
youthful son of Arjuna regardeth himself valorous. He is only a fool 
entertaining a high opinion of himself ! Crush him, therefore, without 
delay 1— 1 Thus addressed by the Kuru king, tboec warriors, O monarch, 
excited with rage and desirous of slaying their foe, rushed, in the very 
sight of Drona, at the son of (Subbadraj that daughter of tbe Satwatt 
race. Dussasana, in particular, that tiger among the Kurus, hearing thuse 
words of Duryodhana, answered the fatter, saying,— O monarch, I tell thee 
that even / will slay this one in the very sight of the Pandavas and before 
tbe eyes of the PaAchalas 1 I shall certainly devour the son of Subhadra 
today like swallowing Svryn !— And once more addressing the Kuru 
king loudly. Dussasana said,— Hearing that Subhadra's son hath been slain 
by me, the two Krishna*, who are exceedingly vain, will, without doubt, 
go to the region of the departed spirits, leaving this world of men ! 

Hearing then of the death of the two Krishna*, it is evident that the other 

sons bom of Pandu's wives, with all their friends, wil’, in course of a single 
day, cast away their lives from despair 1 It is evident, therefore, that this 
one foe of thine being slain, all thy foes will be slain ! Wish me well, 

O king, even / will slay this foe of thine !— Having said these words, O 

king, thy son Dussasana filled with rage and uttering a loud roar, rushed 
against the son of Subhadra and covered him with showers of arrows. 
Abhimanyu then, O chastiser of foes, received that son of thine thus 



Tbe Bengal texts read Dharminam the Bombay reading is Dkarmlmim.—' T . } 
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advancing upon him wrathfully, with six and twenty arrows of Bharp 
point*. Dussasana, however, filled with rage, and looking like an infuriate 
elephant, fought desperately with Abhimanyu the son of Subhadra in that 
battle. Both of them masters in car-fight, they fought on describing beautiful 
circles with their cars, one of them to the left and other to the right The 
warriors then, with tbeir Fafiavus and Mrldaxgay and Dundvdkis and 
Kfakalkal and great Anakas and Bherit and Jharjhvras t caused u deafening 
noise mingled with leonine roars, such as arise from the great receptacle of 
salt waters.’ ” 



SECTION XL. 

'■Sunjaya «id, — ‘Then the intelligent Abhimanyu, with limbs mangled with 
arrows, sroiliogiy addressed his foe Dussasana stationed before him 
giying'—Bj good luck it is that I behold in battle that vain hero arrived’ 
before me, who is cruel, who hath cast away all righteousness, and who 
bawlelh out lustily his own praises ! In the assembly (of the Kurils) and in 
the hearing of king Dhriurssbtra, thou hadst, with thy harsh speeches, angered 
king Yudhisbthira I Relying on tbs deception of the dice and the skill 
(therein) of Suvmla’i son thou luds* also, maddened by success, addressed 
many delirious speeches to jlhima !t In consequence of the anger of thoie 
illustrious person, thou art at last about to obtain the fruit of that conduct 
of thine It O thou of wicked understanding, obtain thou without delay 
tire fruit of the robbery or other people’s possession*, wrathfulness, of thy 
hatred of peace, of avarice, of ignorance, of hostilities (with knismen), of 
injustice and persecution, of depriving my sires those fierce bowmen, of their 
kingdom, and of tby own fierce temper ! I shall to-day chastise thee with my 
arrow* in the sight of the whole army 1 Today I shall in battle disburden 
myself of that wrath which I cherish against thee I I shall today free myself 
of the debt I owe to the angry Krishna and to my sire who always cravelh 
fur an opportunity to chastise thee 1 O Kauravja, to-day I shall free myself 
of the debt I owe to Bhima ! With life thou shalt not escape me, if, indeed, 
thou dost not abandon the battle !— Having t*i d these words, that mighty- 
armed warrior, that slayer of hoetilt heroes, aimed a shaft endued with the 
splendour of Yama or of Agoi or of the Wind-god, capable of despatching 
Dussasana to the other world." Qukkly approaching Dussasana's bowra, that 
shaft fell upon hit shoulder-joint and penetrated into his body up to the very 
wings like a snake into an ant-hill. And soon Abhimauyu once more struck 



♦ These are the names of diverse kinds of drums small and large. — T. 
t 1 adopt the Bombay reading of the rst line of 4 - — T. 
t The fruit being the present encounter with Abhimanyu in which 
1 utaaiana, according to Abhimanyu, shall have to lay down his life.— T. 
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him with fire and twenty arrow? whose touch rcaemblod that of fire and 
which were sped from his bow drawn to iu fullest stretch. Deeply pierced and 
greatly pained, Dustasana sat down on the terrace of his car, and was, O 
king, overtaken by a swoon. Afflicted thus the arrows of Subbadra's son and 
deprived of his singes, Du statin a was spoedily borne away from tbe midit of 
the fight by his charioteer. Beholding this, tbe Pandavas, the five sons of 
Draupadi, Virata, the Panchalas, and the Kekayai, uttered leonine shouts. 
And the troops of the Padavas, filled with joy, caused diverse kinds of musical 
instruments to he beat and blown. Beholding that feat of Subbadra's son they 
laughed with joy. Seeing that imp/acable and proud foe of theirs thus 
vanquished, those mighty car-warriors, vis , tbe (five) sons of Draupudi who had 
on their banners the images of Yama and Manta and Cakra and the twin 
Acwins, as Sal yak i, and Chekitana, and Dhrishtadyumna, and Cikhandin, 
and the Kckayas, and Dhrishtaketu, and the Matsyas, and the Panchalas, 
and the Sri n jay as, and the Panda vat, headed by Yudhishthin, were filled 
with Joy. And all of them rushed with speed, desirous of piercing Drona’s 
array. Then a dreadful battle took pUce between the warriors and those of 
the foe. All of them were unretreating heroes and inspired by desire of victory. 
Daring the progress of that dreadful encounter, Duryodhana O monarch, 
addressing the son of Radka, said,— Behold, the heroic Duscassna, who 
reseinbleih the scorching Sun and wbo was hitherto slaying the foe in 
battle, hath at last himself succumbed to Abhimanyu I The Pandavas also, 
filled with rage and looking fierce like mighty lions, arc rushing towards 
ui, desirous of rescuing the son of Subhadra ! — Thus addressed, Kama 
with rags and desirous of doing good to thy son, rained showers of sharp 
arrows on the invincible Abhimanyu. And the heroic Karim, as if in 
contempt of his antagonist, alio pierced tbe latter's followers on tbe field 
of battle, with rainy excellent shafts of great sharpness The high-souled 
Abhimanyu, however, O king, desirous of proceeding against Prana, quickly 
pierced Radha's ran with three and seventy shafts. No car- warrior of thy 
army succeeded at that time in obstructing the progress, towards Drona, 
of Abhimanyu, who was the son of Indra's son and who was afflicting all 
the foremost car- warriors of tbe Kaurava host Then Kama, that most 
honored of all bowmen, desirous of obtaining victory, pierced the son of 
Subhadra with hundreds of arrows, displacing bis best weapons. That 
foremost of all persons conversant with weapons, that valiaut disciple of 
Rams, by me-ana of bis weapons, thus affected Abhimanyu who was incapable 
of being defeated by foes. Though afflicted m bauJe by Radha’s son with 
showers of weapons, still Subhadra’* too who resembled a very celestial 
(for prowess) felt no pain. With his straight shafts whetted on stone and 
furnished with sharp points, the son of Arjuna, cutting off the bows of 
many berok waniers, began to afflict Kama in rutura With shafts resembl- 
ing snakes of virulent p)ison and shot from his baw drawn to a circle, 
Abhimanyu quickly cut off the umbrella, tbe standard, the charioteer, and 
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the KtMdi of Kama, smiling the while. Kama then sped five straight 
arrows at Abbimanyu. The son of Phalguna, however, received them fear- 
lessly. Endued with great valour and courage, the latter then, in a moment, 
with only a single arrow, cut off Kama’s bow and staoiLttd and caused 
them to drop down on the ground. Beholding Kama in such distress, his 
younger brother, drawing the bow with great force, speedily proceeded against 
the son of Subhadra. The Parthas then, and their followers, uttered loud 
shouts aud beat their musical instruments and applauded the son of Subhadra 
[rot his heroism ] 



SECTION XLL 

“Sanjaya said,— "Then the younger brother of Kama, uttering loud roars, 
bow in hand, and repeatedly stretching the bowstring, quickly placed himself 
between those two illustrious warriors. And Carna's brother, w th ten shafts, 
pierced the invincible Abbimanyu and his umbrella and standard and 
charioteer and steeds, smiling the while. Beholding Ablhimanyu thus 
afflicted with those arrows although he had achieved those superhuman 
feats after the manner of his sire and grandaire the warriors of Uiy army 
were filled with delight. Then Abhimanyu, forcibly bending the bow and 
smiling the while, with one winged arrow cut off his antagonist's head. 
That head, severed from the trunk, fell down on the earth. Beholding 
his brother slain, and overthrown like a A’arniAora tree shaken arid thrown 
down by the wind from the mountain -top, Kama. O monarch, was filled 
with pain. Meanwhile, the son of Subbwdra, causing Kama by means of 
his arrows to turn away from the field, quickly rushed against the other 
great bowmen. Then Abhimanyu of fierce energy and great fame, filled 
with wrath, broke that host of diverse forces abounding with elephants and 
steeds and cars and infantry. As regards Kama, afflicted by Abhimonyu with 
countless shafts, he lied away from the field, borne by swift steeds. The 
Kaurava array then broke. When the welkin was covered with Abhimanyu's 
shaft like flights of locusts or thick showers of rain, nothing, O monarch, could 
be distinguished. Amongst thy warriors thus slaughtered by Abhunanyu 
with sharp shafts, none, O monarch, stayed any longer on the field of battle 
except the ruler of the Sindbus. Then that butt among men, Ws.. the son 
of Subhadra, blowing his conch, speedily fell upon the Bharoti host, O 
bull of Blurata’s race. Like a burning brand thrown into the midst of dry 
grass, Ar ju mi’s son began to consume his foes, quickly carceriDg through 
the Kaurava army. Haring pierced through their array, he mangled cars 
and elephants and steeds and human beings by means of his sharp 
and caused the field of battle to teem with headless trunks. Cut off by 
means of excellent arrows sped from the bow of Subhadra's son, the 
Kaurava warriors fled away, slaying, as they fled, their own comrades 
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before them. Those fierce arrows, of terrible effect whetted on stone Mid 
countless in number, slaying car-warriors and elephants and a teed i, fell fast on 
the field. Aims, decked with AngaJtu and other ornaments of gold, cut off 
and lands cased in leathern fences. And arrows, and bows, and bodies 
and heads decked with ear-rings and flora! wreaths, lay in thousands on 
the field. Obstructed with Ufnshkarai and Adhiskthanat and long poles 
as also with crushed Akshat and broken wheels and yokes, numbering 
thousands, with darts and bows and swords and fallen standards, and 
with shields and bows lying all about, with the bodies O monarch, of 
slain Kshatriyas and steeds and elephant, the field of battle, looking 
exceedingly fierce, soon became impassable. The noise made by the 
princes os they called upon one another wtr.le slaughtered by Abhimanyu 
became defeaning and enhanced the fears of the timid. That noise, O 
chief of the Bharatas, filled all the points of live compos?. The son of 
Subhadra rushed against the ( Knunva ) troops, laying foremost of car- 
warriors and steeda and elephants Quickly consuming his foes, like a 
fire sporting in the midst of a heap of dry grass, the son of Arjuna was 
6ccn careering through the midst of the Bharat* army. Encompassed as 
he was by our troops and covered with dust, none of us could obtain 
a sight of that warrior wbec, O Bbartta, be was careering over the field 
in all directions, cardinal and subsidiary. And he took the lives of 
steeds and elephants and human warriors, O Bharata, almost incessantly. 
And soon after we uv him ( come out of the presi ). Indeed, O 
monarch, we beheld him then scorching his foes like the meridian Sun 
( scorching everything with his rays ). Eqj*l to Vaiavw himself in battle 
that son of Vosava's son, tis., Abbimanyu, looked resplendent in the 
midst of the (hostile) army."* 



SECTION XLII. 

“Dhritarasbtra said,— 4 A mere child in years, brought up kx great 
luxury, proud of the strength of his arms, accomplished in battle, endued 
with great heroism the perpetuator of his race, and prepared to lay down 
his life when Abhiraanyu penetrated into the Kaurava army borne on 
his three year old steeds of proud mettle, was there anybody in 
Yudhisbthira's army, great warrior, that followed the son of Arjuna 7 
"San jay a said,— 'Yudhishibira, and B&imteena, and Cikhandin and 
Sat yak i, and the twins Nakula and Sahadeva, and Dhnshudyumna, and 
Virata, and Drupoda, and Kekaya, and Dhristaketu, all filled with wrath, 
and the Matsya warrior, rushed to battle. Indeed, Abhiroanyu's airea, 
accompanied by bis maternal uncles,— those sinkers of foes,— arrayed in 



♦ These are particular limbs of cars.— T. 

13 




9 S 



MAHABHARATA 



order of bittle, rushed by the self-same path that Abhimanyu had 
crested, desirous of rescuing him. Beholding those rushing heroes, thy 
troops turned away from the fight. Seeing then that vast army nf thy 
aun turning airay from the fight, thy son-in-law of great energy rushed 
to rally them. Indeed, king Jayadratha, the son of the ruler of the 
Sindhus, checked, with all their followers, the Parthas desirous of rescuing 
their son. That fierce and great bowman, tii. t the son of Viiddhaksbatra, 
invoking into cxfetence celestial weapons, resisted the Pandavxs like an 
elephant sporting in a low land 1’ 

“Dhritaraihtra raid,— ‘l think, Sanjaya, that heavy was the burthen 
thrown upon the ruler of the Sindhus inasmuch as, alone, he had to 
resist the angry Panda vas desirous of rescuing their son ! Exceedingly 
wonderful, 1 think, was the might and heroism of the ruler of the Sinlbui. 
Tell me what that high-souled warrior’s prowess and how he accomplish- 
ed that foremost of feats ! What gifts did he make, what libations had 
he poured, what sacrifices had he performed, what ascetic austerities * d he 
well undergone, in consequence of which, single-handed, he succeeded in 
checking the Parthas excited with wrath ?’ 

"SAnjay Raid,— 'On the occasion of the ravishment of Draupadi, Jaydratlu 
was vanquished by Bhimascna. From a keen sense of his humiliation, 
the king practised the severest of ascetic austerities, desirous of a boon. 
Restraining his senses from all objects dear to them, bearing hunger, thirst, 
and heat, he reduced his body till his swollen veins became visible. 
Uttering the eternal words of the he paid bis adorations to the 

god Mfthadcva. That ilfu«rious Deity, always inspired with compassion for 
his devotees, at last became kind towards him. Indeed, Hira, appearing 
in a dream unto the son of the ruler to the Sindhus, addressed him, saying, 
—Solicit the boon thou desirest ! I am gratified with thee, O Jayadratha ! 
What dost thou desire ?— Thus addressed by Mahadeva, Jayadratha the 
ruler of the Sindhus bowed down unto him and said with joined hands 
and restrained soul, — Alone, on a singled car, I shall check in battle all tlie 
sons of Panda, endued though they are with terrible energy and prowess l— 
Even this, O Bharau, was the boon be solicited. Thus solicited, that foremost 
of deities said unto Jayadratha,— O amiable one, I give thee the boon. 
Excepting Dhananjaya the son of Prilha, thou shall in battle check the 
four other sons of Pandu 1— So be it, — said Jayadratha unto that Lord of the 
gods and then awoke, O monarch, from his slumbers. In consequence of 
that boon which he had received and of the strength also of his celestial 
weapons, Jayadratha, single-handed, held in check the entire army of the 
Pandavas l The twang of his bowstring and the slaps of bis palms inspired 



* Pravtndeit* is explained by NiJakantba as nimtiadeeam firaftya. The 
meaning seems to be, as i have put it, ''like an elephant in a low land, f.*., 
land covered with mud and water,—*' 
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the hostile Kdutriyas with fear, filling thy tioopa, at the same time 
wiA delight And U>e Kshatriyas (of the Kuril array), beholding that the 
burthen was taken up by the ruler of the Sindbus, rushed with loud 
shouts, 0 monarch, to that part of the field where Yudhiathira’s *rmy wag/ w 



SECTION XLUI. 

“Sanjaya said,— ‘Thou askest me, O monarch, about the prowess of the 
ruler of the Sindhus. Listen to me a§ I describe in detail how he fought with 
the Pandavas ! Large steeds of the Sindhu breed, well trained and fleet a» 
the wind, and obedient to the commands of the charioteer, bore him (on 
that occasion). His car, duly equipt, looked like a vapoury edifice in the 
welkin. Hia standard bearing the device of a large boar in diver, looked 
exceedingly beautifuL* With his white umbrella, and banners and 
the yak tails with which he was fanned— regal indications these,— 
he shone like the Moon himself in the firmament His car-fence made 
of iron was decked with pearls and diamonds and ge us .usd gold. And 
it looked resplendent Jike the firmament bespangled with luminous bodies. 
Diawing his large bow and scattering countless shaft*, he once more 
filled up that array in these places where openings had teen made by the 
son of Arjuna. And he pierced Satyaki with three arrows, and Vrikodara 
with eight ; and having pierced Dhrishttdyumna with sixty arrows he pierced 
Drupada with five sharp ones, and Cikhandtn with ten. Piercing then the 
Kaikeyas with five and twenty arrows, Jayadratha pierced each of the five 
sons of Draup&di with three arrows. And piercing Yudhiahtbira then with 
seventy arrows, the ruler of the Sindbus pierced tl>e other heroes of the 
Parfdava army with thick showers of shafts. And that feat of his seemed 
exceedingly wonderful. Then O monarch, the valiant son of Dharma, aiming 
Jayadratha's bow, cut it off with a polished and well tempered shaft, smiling 
the while. Within the twinkling, however, of the eye, the ruler uf the Sindbus 
took up another bow and piercing Partha (Yudhisthiral with ten arrows, struck 
each of the others with three shafts. Marking that lightness of bands showed 
by Jayadraiha, Bbima then, with three broad-headed shafts, quickly felled an 
the earth his bow, 'standard, and umbrella. The mighty Javadratha then, 
taking up another bow, stringed it and felled Bhiroa's standard and bow and 
steeds, O sire ! HU bow cut off Bhiixiasena theo, jumping down from that 
excellent car whose 9ieods had been slain, mounted on the car of Satyaki like 
a lion jumping to the top of a mountain. Seeing this, thy troops were filled 
with joy. And they loudly' cried— Excellent Excellent !— And they repeatedly 
applauded that feat of the ruler of the Sindhua Indeed, all creatures highly 
applauded that feat of his which consisted in his resisting, single-handed, all 
the Pandaras together excited with wrath. The path that the son of Subbadra 
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bad made for the Pandaw by staying numerous warriors and elephants was 
then filled up by the ruler of the Sindhus. Indeed, those heroes, nV, the 
Malayan, the Panchalas, the Kaikeyms, and the Pandavas, exerting thcm&elves 
vigorously, succeeded in approaching the presence of Jayadratha, but none of 
them could hear him. Every one amongst thy enemies who endeavoured to 
pierce the array that had been formed by Drona, was checked by the ruler 
of the Sindhus in consequence of die boon he had got {from Mahadcv*),' * 



SECTION XUV. 

*S»njaya said,-— ‘When the ruler of the Sindhus checked the Pandavas 
desirous of success, the battle that took place then between thy troops and the 
enemy became awful The invincible son of Arjuna, of true aim and mighty 
energy, having penetrated in the (Kaurava) array agitated it like a mahara 
agitating the ocean. Against that chastiser of foes then, t*. g the son of 
Subhadra, who was thus agitating die hostile host with his arrowy showers, the 
principal warriors of the Kaurava army rushed, each according to his rank and 
precedence. The clash between them uf immeasurable energy, scattering 
iheir arrowy showers with great force, on the one side, and Abhhnanyu alone 
on the other, became awful Ti c son of Arjuna, encompassed on all sides by 
those enemies with crowds of cars, slew the charioteer of Vrishascna and also 
cut off his bow. Arid the mighty Abhirnaryu then pierced Yrishasena’t steeds 
with his straight shafts, upon which those coursers with the speed of the wind 
bore Vrisbasena away from the battle. Availing of that opportunity, Abhi- 
manayu's charioteer freed his car from that press by taking it away to another 
part of the (kid. Those numerous car-warriors then, (beholding this feat) 
were filled with |oy and avdaimed —ExttlUnt — ExalUmi I Seeing the 
lion-like Abhinunyn angrily slaying the foe wills his shafts and advancing 
from a distance, Vaiatiya, proceeding toward him quickly, fell upon him with 
great force. The latter pierced Abhimanyu with sixty shafts of golden wings 
and addressing him, said,— 'As long as I am alive, thou shall not escape me 
with life 1'— Cased though he was in an iron coat of mail, the son of Subhadra 
pierced him in the chest with a far reaching shaft Thereupon Vasatiya fell 
down on the earth, deprived of life. Beholding Vasatiya slain, many bulls 
among Ksbatriyas became filled with wrath, and surrounded thy grandson, 
O king from desire of slaying him. They approached him, stretching their 
countless bows of diverse kinds, and the battle then that took place between 
the son of Subhadra and his foes was exceedingly fierce. Then the son of 
Fha^na, filled with wrath, cut off their arrows and bows, and diverse limbs of 
their bodies, and their heads decked with eat-ings and floral garlands. And 
arms were seen lopped off, that were adorned with various ornaments of gold 
and that still held scimitars and spiked rnaccs and battle -axes and the fingers of 
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which were uifl cased in leathern fences. [And the earth became strewn*)* 
with Rural wreaths and ornaments and doth*, with fallen standards, with coats of 
mail and shields and golden chains and diadems and u . brcllas and yak-tails ; 
with Vfashkatxts, and AdMshianai, and Daniakas, and Vandhuras with 
crushed Ahshar, broken wheel*, and yokes, numbering thousands, t with 
Anukarashas, and banners, and charioteers, and steeds . as also with broken 
can, and elephants, and steeds The field of battle, strewn with slain 
Kvhfttriyas endued (whi’.o living) with great heroism,— rulers of diverse realms, 
inspired with desire uf victory,— presented a fearful eight. When Ahhimanyu 
angrily careered over the field of battle in all directions, his very form became 
invisible. Only his coat of mail, decked with gold, his ornaments, and bow, 
and shafts, could be seeen. Indeed, while he slew hostile warriors by means 
of his shafts, staying in their midst like the Sun himself in his biasing 
effulgence, none could gaze at him with his eyes' n 



SECTION XLV. 

“Sanjaya said,— ‘Engaged in taking the lives u I brave warriors, Arjuna’a 
son then resembled the Destroyer himself when the Utter tike* the lives of all 
creatures on the arrival of the Universal Dissolution. Possessed of prowess 
resembling that of Cakra himself, the mighty son Cakta’s sod, pit., Abhiaianyu, 
agitating the Knurava army, looked entceedinly resplendent. Penetrating into 
the Kaurava host, O king, that destroyer of foremost Khatriyu rcscir.bbng 
Yama himteli, seised Satyacravis like an infuriate tiger seizing a deer Behold- 
ing Satyacravas seized by him, many mighty cir-warriors, taking up diverse 
kinds of weapons, rushed upon him. Indeed, those bulls among Kshatriyaa, 
from a spirit of rivalry, rushed at the son of Arjona from desire of staying him. 
all exclaiming — I stall go first, I shall go first'. — As a whale in the the sea, 
obtaining a shoal of small fish, seizes tliem with the greatest ease, even so did 
Abhimanyu receive that whole division of rushing Kshatriyss. Like rivers that 
never go back when they approach the sea, none among6t tbuse unretreaung 
Kshatriy&s turned back when they approached Abbimanyu. That army then 
reeled like a boat tossed on the ocean when overtaken by a mighty tempest, 
(with its crew) afflicted with panic caused by the violence of the wind. 
Then the mighty Rukmaratba, son of the ruler of the Madras, for assuring the 
frightened troops, fearlessly said —Ye heroes, ye need not fear 1 When 1 am 
here, what is Abbimanyu ? Without doubt, I will seize this one a bring 
captive I— Having said these words, the valiant prince, borne on his beautiful 
and well-equipt car, rushed at Abhimanyu. Piercing Abbimanyu with three 



* These words occur in 17 tower down. — T. 
t These arc limbs of air*.— T 
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shafts m the chest, three in the right arm, and three other sharp shafts in the 
left ami, he Uterd a loud roar. Phalguna’s so o, i owct, cutting off liis bow, 
his right and lcft.arms, and his head adorned with beautiful eyes and eyc- 
browe, quickly felled them on the earth. Beholding Rukmaratha, the honored 
son of Calya, slain by the illustrious son of Subhadra. that Rukmaratha *f»., 
who had vowed to consume his foe or take him alive, many princely friends of 
Calya’s son, O king, accomplished in smiting and incapable of being easily 
defeated in battle, and owning standards decked with gold, (came up for the 
fight). Those mighty car-warriors, stretching their hows full six cubits long, 
surrounded the son of Arjuna on all pouring their arrowy showers upon him. 
Beholding the brave and invincible son of Subhadra singly encountered by all 
those wrathful princes endued with heroism and skill acquired by practice and 
strength and youth, and seeing him covered with showers of arrows, puryo- 
dhana rejoiced greatly, and regarded Abhim&nyu as one already made a guest 
of Yaraa's abode. Within the twinkling of an eye, those princes, by means of 
theh shafts of golden wings and diverse forms and great impetuosity, nude 
ArJ una’s sou invisible. Himself, his standard, and his car, O sire, were 
t*en by us covered with shafts like ( trees overwhelmed with ) flight of 
locusts. Deeply pierced, he became filled with rage like an elephant 
struck with the hook. He then, O Bharata, applied the Gandharv* weapon 
and the illusions consequent on it.* Practising ascetic penances, Arjuna 
had obtained that weapon from the GandAart* Tumvuru and others. With 
that weapon Abhimanyu now confounded his foes. Quickly displaying 
his weapons, he careered iu that battle like a circle of fire, and was, O king 
seen sometimes as a single individual, sometimes as a hundred, and some- 
times as a thousand. Confounding his foes by the skill with which his car 
was guided and by the illusion caused by his weapons, he cut into a hundred 
pieces, O monarch, the bodies of the kings ( opposed to him ). By means 
of his sharp shafts the lives of living creatures were despatched. These, 
O king, attained to the other world while their bodies fell down on the 
earth. Their bows, and steeds, and charioteers, and standards, and arms 
decked with A*i*das % and heads, the son of Phalgqna cut off with his 
sharp shafts. Those hundred princes were slain and felled by Subhadra’* 
son like a tope of five year old mango trees just on the point of bearing 
fruit ( laid low by a tempest }. Beholding those youthful princes brought 
up in every luxury and resembling angry snakes of virulent poison, all 
slain by the single-handed Abhimanyu, Duryodhana was filled with fear. 
Seeing ( his ) car-warriors and elephants and steeds and foot soldiers crushed, 
the Kuru king quickly p-roceeded in wrath against Abhimanyu. Continu- 
ing for only a short space of time, the unfinished battle between them be- 
came exceedingly fierce. Thy son then, afflicted with Abhrmanyu’s anows, 
was obliged to turn back from the fight. 1 " 

# The Bombay reading is slightly different.— T. 
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SECTION XLVI. 

"Dhriurashtra said,— That which thou tellest me, O Safa, about the 
bailie, fierce and terrible, between the one and the many, and the victory 
of that illustrious one, that story of the prowess of Subhadra's son, is highly 
wonderful and almost incredible ! I do not, however, regard it as a marvel 
that is absolutely beyond belief in the case of those that have righteous- 
ness for tbeir refuse. Alter Duryodhaoa was beat back and the hundred 
princes slain, what course was pursued by the warriors of my army against 
the son of Subhadra ? ' 

"Sanjaya said — Their mouths became dry, and eyes restless. Sweat 
covered their bodies, and their hair stood on end. Despairing of vanquish- 
ing their foe, they became ready to leave the field. Abandoning their 
wounded brothers and sires and sons and friends and relatives by marriage 
and kinsmen, they fkd, urging their steeds and elephants to their utmost 
speed. Beholding them broken and routed, Drona and Drona'a son, and 
Vribidvala, and Knpa, and Duryodhana, and Kama, and Kritavarman, and 
Suvala’s acn ( Cakuni \ rushed in great wrath against the un vanquished son 
of Subhadra. Almost all these, O king, were beat back by thy grandson. 
Only one warrior then, vis. Laksbmana brought up in luxury, accom- 
plished in arrows, endued with great energy, and fearless in consequence 
of inexperience and pride, proceeded against the son of Arjuna. Anxious 
about his son, his father ( Duryodhana ) turned back for following him. 
Other mighty car-warriors turned back for following Duryodhana. All of 
them then drenched Abhimanyu with showers of arrows like clouds 
pouring rain on the mountain-breast. Abhimanyu, however, single- 
handed, began to crush them like the dty winds that blow in every direction 
destroying gathering masses of clouds. Like one infuriate elephant encoun- 
tering another, Arjuna's son then encountered thy invincible grandson 
Lakshmana of great personal beauty, endued with great bravery, staying 
near his father with outstreched bow, brought up in every luxury, and 
resembling a second prince of the Yakslias.* Encountering Lik«hmana, 
that slayer of hostile heroes, vis., the son of Subhadra, had his two arms 
and chest struck with sharp shafts. Thy grandson, the mighty-armed 
Abhimanyu then, filled with rage like a snake struck ( with a rod \ address- 
ing, O king, thy { other ) grandson, said,— Look well on this world, for 
thou shalt ( soon ) have to go to tha other 1 In tbc very sight of all tby 
kinsmen, I will despatch thee to Yama's abode !— Saying thus, that shyer 
of hostile heroes, ns., the mighty-armed son of Subhadra, took out a browd 
headed arrow that resembled a snake juit freed from its slough. That shaft. 



♦ Literally, "like another son of the Lord of Treasure/'— T. 
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sped by Abhimanyu’* Arms, cut off the beautiful head decked with ear-ring*, 
of Likshmarw, that was graced with a beautiful nose* beautiful eye brows, 
and exceedingly good-looking curls. Beholding Lakshraana slain, thy troops 
uttered exelaroatxins Oh and Alas. Upon the slaughter of hU dear son, 
Duryodhana became filled with rage. That bull among Kshatiiyas then 
loudly urged the Ksharityaa under him, saying,— Slay this one !— Then 
Drona, and Kripa, and Kama, and Drona’s »on and Vrihadvala, and 
KriUvarman the son of Hridaka,— these six car-warnors encompassed 
Abhimanyu. Piercing them with sharp arrows and beating them off from 
him, the sob of Arjuna fell with great speed and fury upon the vast force 
of Jayudratlia. Thereupon the Kal.ngas, the Nishada, and the valiant son of 
Kralha, all clad in mail cut off his path by encom pairing him with their 
elephant division. The battle then tliat took place between Phalguna's 
son and those warriors was obstinate and fierce. Then the son of Arjuna 
began to destroy that elephant division as the wind coursing in every 
direction destroys vast masses of gathering clouds in the welkin. Then 
Kraiha covered the son of Arjuna with showers of arcows, while many 
other car-warriors headed by Drona, having returned to the field, rushed at 
him, scattering high and mighty weapons. Checking all those weapons by 
means of his own arrows, the son of Arjuna began to afflict the son of Ktatlu 
with ceaseless showers of shafts, using great despatch and inspired by the 
desire of 6 laying his antagiunst. Tbe latter** bow aod shafts, and bracelets, 
and arms, and head decked with diadem, and umbrella, and standard, 
and charioteer, and steeds, were all cut off and felled by Abhimanyu. When 
Kratha’B ion possessed of nobility of lineage, good behaviour, acquaintance 
with the scriptures, gTca: strength, fame, and power of arms, was slain, the 
ether heroic combatants almost all turned away from the fighL 9U 



SECTION XLVlL 

“Dhritarashtra said, — 'While the youthful and invincible son of Subtudra, 
never retreating from battle, was, alter penetrating into our array, engaged 
in achieving feats worthy of his lineage, borne by bis three year old steeds 
of great might and the best breed, and apparently swimming in the welkin, 
what heroes of my army encompassed him 7 

•Sanjaya &aid,r— ‘Having penetrated into our airay, Abhimanyu of Pandu's 
race, by means of his sharp shafts, made all the kings turn away from the 
fight. Then Drona, and Kripa, and Karna, and Drona's son, and Vrihadvala 
and Kntavamun the son of Hridika,— these six car-warriors.— encompassed 
him. As regards die other combatants of thy army, beholding that Jayadratba 
bad taken upon himself the heavy duty ( of keeping off the Pan da v ns \ they 



I expand the 5 th a little to make the sense clear.—' T. 
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supported him, O king, by rushing agaiost Yudhishthira.* Many among** 
them, endued with great strength, drawing their bows full six cubits long, 
showered on the heroic son uf Subhadra arrowy downpours like torrents of 
rain- Subbadra's son, however, — that sla>cr of hostile heroes, — paralysed 
by his shafts alt those great bowmen conversant with every branch of learning. 
And he pierced Drona with fifty arrows, and Vrihadvata with twenty. And 
piercing Kritararman with eighty shafts, he pierced Krip* with sixty. And 
the son of Arjuna pierced Aswatthaman with ten ariows equip* with gulden 
wings, endued with great speed, and shot from his bow drawn to its fullest 
stretch. And the son of Phalgur.a pierced Kama, in the midst of his foes, 
in one of his ears, with a bright, well-tempered, and barbed arrow of great 
force. Felling then the steeds yoked to Kripa’i car, os also bath his Parihni 
charioteers, Abhimanyu pierced Kripa himself in the centre of the c!>est 
with ten arrows The mighty Abhimanyu then, in the very sight of thy 
heroic sons, slew the brave Vrindaraka, that enhancer of the fame of the 
Kurus. While Abhimanyu v»as thus engaged in fearlessly slaying one after 
another the foremost warriors among his enemies, Dtoiul's son Acwatihaman 
pierced him with five and twenty unill arrows. The son of Arjuna, however, 
in the very tight of all the Dhirmrashtras quickly pierced Acwatthaman in 
return, O sire, with many wbetted shafts. Drona'* sod, however, in return, 
piercing Abhimanyu with sixty fierce arrows of great impetuosity and keen 
sharpness, failed to make him tremble, for the latter, pierred by Acwattiiaman, 
stood immovable like the Mainaka mountain. Eivdued with great energy, 
tl* mighty Abhimanyu then pierced his antagonist with three and seventy 
straight arrows equipl with wings of gold- Drona then, desirous of reicuing 
hi* son, pierced Abhimanyu with a hundred arrowi. And Acwatlhaman 
pierced him with sixty arrows, desirous of rescuing bis father. And Kama 
struck him with torn and twenty hroad-headed arrowsand Kritavarman (struck 
him with four and ten. And VrihadvxU pierced him with fifty such shaft*, 
and Carad wat's son Knpa with ten. Abhimanyu, however, pierced each 
of these in return with ten shaft*. The tuler of the Kosalas struck Abhi- 
nianyu in the chest with a barbed arrow. Abhimanyu, however, quickly felled 
on the earth his antagonist's steeds and standard and how and charioteer. 
The ruler of tbc Kosalai then, thus deprived of his car, took up a sword 
and wished to sever from Abhimanyu** trunk bis beautiful head decked 
with ear-rings. Abhimanyu then pierced king Vrihadvata the ruler 
to the Ko*U**i, in the chest, with a *trong arrow. The latter then, 
with riven heart, fell down. Belvolding this ten thousand illustrious kings 
broke and fled. Those kings, armed wish swords* and bows fled away, 
uttering words inimical (to king Duryodhana’s interest \f Having skin 



* I expand the 5th a little to make the sense clear. — T 

t I confess I do not understand what the meaning is nf asiva 
Srijataw. The rendering I offer is tentative.— T. 
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Vrihadvala thus the son of Subhodra careered in battle, paialysing thy 
wjrri sea, —those great bowmen, — by means of arrowy downpours thick as 
rain/ *♦ 



SECTION XLVIII. 

“Sanj.tya said,— ‘Phalguna's son once more pierced Kama in the ear 
withabarhed arrow, and for angering him still further, he pierced him with 
fifty other shafts The son of Radha pierced Ahhimanju in return with 
as many shafts. Covered all over with arrow*;, Abhimanyu then, O sire, 
looked exceedingly beautiful. Filled with rage, he caused Kama also to 
be bathed in blood. Mangled with arrows and covered with b’ood, the 
brave Kama also idione gTcally- t Both of them pierced with arrows, both 
bathed in blood, those illustiiuus warriors then rciemblcd a couple of 
flowering KlnSukat. The son of Subhadra then slew six of Kama’s brave 
counsellors conversant with all modes of warfare, with their steeds and 
charioteer* and standards and cars As regards the oilier great bowmen, 
Abhimanyu fearleswly pierced each of them, in Tetum, with ten arrows. 
That feat of his seemed highly wonderful. Sla>ing next the son of lire 
ruler of the Mogadhas, Abhimanyu, with six straight shafts, slew the youth- 
ful Aswakctu with his four steeds and charioteer. Then slaying, with a 
sharp neor-headed arrow, the Bhoja prince of Mart ikavata bearing the device 
of an elephant ( on his banner \ the son of Arjuna uttered a loud shout 
and began to scatter his shafts un all sides. Then the son of Puwasana 
pierced the four steeds of Ablitauuiyw with four shafts, his charioteer with 
one, and Abhiruanyu himself nidi ten. The son of Arjuna then, piercing 
Dnscasanas son with ten fleet shafts, nddrersed him in a loud tone and 
with eyes rod in wrath, said,— Abandoning the battle, iby sire hath fled 
like a coward. It is well that thou knowest how to fight. Thou shalt not 
however escape today with life t— Saying these words unto him, Abbiraanyu 
sped a long anow, well polished by the smith’s hand, at his foe. The 6on 
of Drona cut that arrow with three shafts of his oro. Leaving Acwatthaman 
alone, Arjuna's son struck Calya, in return, fearlessly pierced hipi, in the 
chest with nine shaft! equip! with vulturioe feathers. That feoi seemed 
highly wonderful. The son of Arjuna tb.n cut off Salya’s bow and slew 
both hifl Fankni charitoeers. Abhimanyu then i»k:rced S.ilyl himself with 
so: shafts made wholly of iron. Thereupon the latter, leaving that iteedloss 
car, mounted another. Abhimanyu then slew five warriors named Catrunjaja, 



* I follow the numbering of the Banga] texts. 23 consists of three 
lines. — T. 

t In the first line of 3, the correct reading is Karnbnchotoakaret krudha €f(. 
the teading in the Bengal text is vicious and unmeaning.— T. 
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and Chandrakctu, and Mabamegha, and Suvarchos, and Suryabhasa. He 
then pierced Suvala’s son. The latter, piercing; Abhimanyu wkh three 
a*»ows, said unto Duryodhaiu,— Let us all together grind this one, else, 
fighting singly with as be will slay us all ! O king, think of the means 

of slaying this one, taking counsel with Drona and Kri|«t and others !— 

Then Kama the son of Vikartana said unto Drona,— Abhimanyu grindeth 
as all ! Tell us the means by which wc may slay him '.—Thus addressed, 
the mighty bowman Drona, addressing them all, said,— Observing him with 

vigilance, have any of you been able to detect any /• uftes in this yuiilb ? 

He is careding in all directions. Yet 'nave any of you been able to detect 
to day the least hole in him ? Behold the lightness of band and quick- 
ness of motion of this lion among men, this son of Arjuna ! In the track 

of his car, only his bow drawn to a circle can be seen, 10 

quickly is he aiming his shafts and so quickly is he letting 

them off * Indeed, this slayer of hostile hetoe*. tfs., the son of 
Subhadra, gratifkth me although lie aOlicteth eny vital breaths and stupe* 
fieth nie with his shafts ! Even tbs mightiest of car-a amors, filled with 
wrath, are unable to detect any iashu in him ! The son of Subhadra there- 
fore, careering on the field of battle, gratifieth me greatly ! I do no: see that 
in battle there is any difference between the fielder of GanAita himself and 
this one of gTeat lightness of hand filling all the points of the boriron with his 
mighty shafts !r-Hearing these words, Korns, .vT.icted with the shafts of 
Arjuna's son, once more said unto Dions,— Exceedingly afflicted with the 
shafts of Abhimanyu, I am staying in battle only because fas a warrior) I should 
stay here ! Indeed, the arrows of this youth endued with great energy ate 
exceedingly fierce 1 Terrible as they are ami po^essed of the energy of fire, 
these arrows are weakening my heart !— The preceptor then, slowly *nd with 
a smile, said unto Kama,— Ablimnnyu is young. HU jvowesi is great. 
His coat 0/ mail *w i.upenelrabk This one's father had been taught by me 
the method of wearing defensive armour. This subjugator of hostile ion ns 
assuredly knoweth the entire scicnoc (of wearing armour). With shafts well- 
shot, you can, however, cat off his bow, bowstring, the reins of his at cede, the 
Steeds thqroselves, and the two Pankni charioteers. O mighty buwman, O son 
of Radha if competent, do this ! Making him turn back from the fight (by this 
means). Strike him then I With his bow in hand he is incapable of being 
vanquished by the very gods and the A suras together ! If you wish, deprive 
bim of his car, and divest him of his bow !— Hearing these uoids of the 
preceptor, Vikartana’s son Kama quickly cut off, by means A his shafts, the 
bow of Abhimanyu as ihe latter uas shooting with great activity He of 
Bboja’s race («£*., Kritavarraan) then slew bis steeds, and Kripa slew b« two 
Pats&m charioteers. Tlx- others covered him with showers of arrows after he 
had been divested of his bow. Those six groat '-arwarriurr, with great sp*cd 
when speed was so necemry.ruthlessly covered that car leu youth fighting single- 
handed with them, with showers of arrows. Bowleaa and earless, with aq 
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eye bower to hi* duly (*i a warrior), the handsome Abhimanyu, taking up a 
sword and a shield, jumped into ibe sky. Displaying great strength and 
great activity, and describing the tracks called Kamtika and others, the son of 
Arjuna fiercely coursed through the sky like the prince of winged creature* 
(viz , Garuda).— ifif tup Jail ufi/n M4 swvrd in hand , — with such thoughts, 
those mighty booion, on the look out for the lnihet of Abbimanyu, began to 
pierce him in that battle, with their gaxe turned upwards. Then Drona of 
mighty energy, that conqueror of Foes, with a sharp arrow quickly cutoff the 
hilt, decked with gems, of Abhinunyu’s sword. Radh&’s son Kama, with sharp 
shafts, cut off hi* excellent shield. Deprived of his sword and shield thus, he 
came down, with sound limbs, from the welkin, upon the earth. Then taking 
up a car-wheel, he rushed in wrath against Drona. His body bright with the 
dust of car-whefili, and him self boldine the car wheel in his upraised arms, 
Abhimanyu looked exceedingly beautiful, and imitating Vasudeva (with his 
discs), became awfully fierce for a while in that battle. His robes dyed 
with the blood ftjoding (from his wuunds), his brow formidable with the 
wrinkles visible thereon, himself uttering loud leonine roars, the lord Abhi- 
manyu of immeasurable might, staying in die midst of those kings, looked 
exceedingly resplendent on the field of battle/ " 



SECTION XLL\ 

San jay a said,—' Tiut Joy of Vishnu’s sister, (n: , Abbimanyu) that Atiratha 
decked with the weapon of Vishnu himself, looked exceedingly beautiful on the 
field of battle looked like a sccord Janardana. With the end of his locks waring 
in the air, with that supreme weapons upraised in his hands, his body became 
incapable of being looked at by the very gods. The kings beholding it and 
also the wheel in his hand*, became filled with anxiety. They then cut off that 
wheel into a hundred fragments. Then that great car-warrior, m., the son of 
Arjuna, took up a mighty mace. Deprived by them of his bow and car 
and sword, and diverted also of his wheel his foes, the mighty-armed 
Abbimanyu (roacc in hand) rushed against Aswatthaman. Beholding that 
uvace upraised which loAcd like the thxing thunderbolt, Aswouharmn, that 
tiger among men, rapidly alighted tram hi* cox and took three (long) leaps 
( for avoiding Abhimanyu ). Shying As watt ha. nan's steeds and two Fankni 
charioteers with that nucc of his Subhadra's sun, pierced all over with 
8TTOWS, looked like a porcupine. Then that hero jwessed Suvala's son 
Kalikeya dawn into the earth, and slew seven and seventy Gandhara 
followers of the ratter. Next he slew ten car-warriors of the Brahma- 
Vasatiya race, and then ten huge elephants. Proceeding next towards 
the caT of Dussasana's sen, be crushed the Fatter’* car and steeds* press- 
ing them down into the earth. The invincible sun of Dussasana then, O 
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tire, taking up his mace, rushed at Abhiraanyu, saving,— I Fail, Wait !— 
Then those couiins, those two heroes, with upraised maces, began to 
Uxike each other, desirous of achieving each other’* death like the three- 
eyed { Malta deva ) and ( the Atura ) Andhaka in days of old. 1-ach of 
those chastisers of foes, struck with the other's mace-ends fell down 
on the earth like two uprooted standards erected to the honor 

of Indra. Then Doscasana's son, that enhancer of the fame of 
the Kurus, rising up first, struck Abhiraanyu with the mace on the 
crown of his head as the latter was on the point of rising. Stupefied 
with the force of that stroke as also with the fatigue he had undergone, 
that slayer of hostile hosts, wj., the wn of Subhadra, fell on the earth, 
deprived of bis senses Thus, O king, was one slain by the many in battle 
one who lud grinded the whole anuy, like an elephant grinding lotui stalks in 

a lake. As he lay dead on the field, live heroic Abhimanyu looked like a 

wild elephant slain by the hunters. The fallen hero was then 

surrounded by thy troops. And he looked like an extinguished 
fire in the summer season after ( as it lies ) laving consumed a whole 
forest, or like a tempest divested of :ts fury after having crushed 
mountain crests ;* or, like the Sun arrived at the Western bills after 
having blasted with his heat the Bbarata host; or, like Soma swallowed 
up by Rahu ; or like the ocean reft of water. The mighty car-warriors 
of thy array, beholding Abhimanyu whose face had the splendour of the 
full moon and whose eyes were rendered beautiful in consequence of 
lasheB black as the feathers of the raven, lying prostrate on the bare 
earth, were filled with great joy. And they repeatedly uttered leonine 
shouts. Indeed, O monarch, thy troops "-ere in transports of Joy, 
while tears fell fast from the eyes of the Pandava hexoea Beholding 
the heroic Abhimanyu lying on tbe field of battle like the moon dropped 
from the firmament, diverse creatures, O king, in the welkin, loudly said, 
— Alas, this one lietb on the field, slain, while fighting singly, by six 
mighty cat warriors of the Dhartarasbtra array, headed by Drona and 
Karna l This act hath been, we hold, an unrighteojs one !— Upon the 
slaughter of that hero, the earth looked exceedingly resplendent like the 
stir -be spa ogled firmament with the Moon. Indeed, the earth was strewn with 
shafts equipt with wing* of gold, and covered with waves of blood And strewn 
with tbe beautiful beads of heroes, decked with ear-rings and variegated 
turbans of great value, and banner and yak-tails and beautiful blankets, 
and begemmed weapons of great efficacy, and the bright ornaments of 
cars and steeds and men and elephant, and sharp and well-tempered 
bwords looking like snakes freed from their slougbs, and hows, and 
broken shafts, and dans, Aod swords, and lances, and Kamfanas, and 
diverse other kinds of weapons, she assumed a beautiful aspect. And in 
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consequence of the steeds dead or dying but all weltering in blood, with 
their riders ( lying about them ), felled by Subhadra's son, the earth in 
many place* became impassable. And with iron hooks, and elephants 
— huge as hills — ■equip* with sheild* and weapons and standards, lying 
about, crushed with shafts, with excellent cars deprived of steeds and 
charioteers and car warriors, laying scattered on the earth, crashed by 
elephants and looking like agitated lakes, with large bodies of foot- 
soldier b decked with diverse weapons and lying dead on the ground, the 
field of battle, wearing a terrible aspect, inspired all timid heart with 
terror. 

•‘Beholding Abhimanyu, respondent as the Sun or the Moon, lying 
on the ground, thy troops were in transports of Joy, while the Panda vas 
were filled with grief. When the youthful Abhimanyu yet in his minority 
fell, the Pandava divisions O king, fled away in the very sight of king 
Yudbiahlhir*. Beholding his army breaking upon the fall of Subhadra's 
son, Yudhilhtira addressed his brave warrior*, saying,— The heroic Abhi- 
manyu, who without retreating from battle hath been slain, hath certainly 
ascended to heaven ! Slay then, and fear not, for wc shall yet vanquish 
our foes !— Endued with great energy and great splendour, kins Yudhishthira 

the Just, that foremost of wartiore, saying such words unto his soldiers 

inspired with grief, endeavoured to dispel their woe. The king continued, 
—Having, in the first instance, slain in battle hostile princes resembling 
snakes of virulent poison, the son of ArJjru bath then given us his 
life 1 Having slain ten thousand waTrion, ni, the king of the Koaalas, 
Abhimanyu, who was even like Krishna or Arjuna himself, hath assuredly 
gone to the abode of Indra ! Having destroyed cars and steeds and 

men and elephants by thousands, he was still not content with what 

he did 1 Performing as he did such meritorious feats, we should nut 
certainly grieve for him 1 He hath gone to the bright regv>ns of the 
righteous, region* that oien acquire by meritorious deeds !— 1 ’ ' 



SECTION U 

‘San jay a said, — ‘Having thus slain one of their foremost warriors, and 
having been afflicted with their arrows, we cauie back to our encamp- 
ment in the evening, covered with blood. Steadfastly gazed at by the 
enemy, we slowly left, O monarch, the field of battle, having sustained 
a severe loss and nearly deprived of our senses. Then came that wonder- 
ful hour intervening between day and night. Inauspicious howls of jackals 
were heird. The Sun, with tbe pale-red hue of the filaments of the 
lotus, — «ank low in the horizon, having approached tbe Western hills. 
And he took away with him the splendour of our swords and darts and 
rapiers and carfences, and shield* and ornaments. Causing the finn- 
ment and the earth to assume the same hue, tbe Sun assumed his 
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favorite form of fire. The field of haute was strewn with the motionless 
bodies of innumerable elephants deprived of life, looking like crest* of 
cloud -capt bills riven by the thunder, and lying about with their stand- 
ards and hooks and guide* fallen from their back*. The earth luoked 
beautiful with large caw crushed to pieces and with their wArriore and 
charioteers and ornaments and 9teeda and standards and banners crushed, 
broken, and tom- Those huge cars, 0 king, looked like living creatures 

deprived of their lives by the foe with his shafts. Trie field of battle 

assumed a fierce and awful form in consequence of large number of 
steeds and riders all lying dead, with costly trappings aud blankets uf 
diverse kinds scattered about, and tongues and teeth and entrails and 
eyes of those creatures dragged out of their places. Men decked with 

costly coats of mail and ornaments and robe* and weapons, deprived 

of life, lay with slain steeds and elephant* and broken cars, on the 
hare ground, perfectly helpless, although deserving of costly beds and 
blankets. Dog and Jackals and crows and cranes and utlier carnivorous 
birds, and wolves and hyenas, and ravens, and oih r blood-drinking 
creatures, and diverse tribes of Rmkikt tf.il, and large mimbCT* of Pisacfar, 
on the field of battle, tearing die skins of tit* corpses and drinking 
their f.it, blood, and ourrow, began to eat their flesh. And they began 
to suck also the secretions of rotten corpse*, while the fiakshas «i laughed 
horribly and sang aloud, dragging dead bodies numbering by thousands. 
An awful river, difficult to cross like the Vaitarani itself, was caused 
there by foremost of warrior*. Its water* were constituted by the blood 
( of fallen creature* ). Gir* consritued die rafts ( on which to cross it X 
Klephants formed its rock®, and the heads of human being*, its smaller 
stone*. And it was miry with the flesh ( of slain steeds and elephants 
and men ). And diverse kinds of costly weapons constitued the garlands 
( floating on it or lying on it* bank* X And dial terrible river flowed 
fiercely through the middle of the field of battle, wafting living creatures 
to the regions of the dead. And large numbers of Pisatfai, of horrible 
and revolting shapes, rejoiced, drinking and eating in that stream. And 

dog and jackals and carnivorous birds, all eating of the same food, and 

inspiring living creatures with terror, held their high carnival there. And 
the warriors, gating on that field of battle which, enhancing the 

population of Yama's domain*, presented such an awful sight, and 

where human tors)* rising up, began to dance, slowly left it as 
they beheld the mighty- car-warrior Abhimanyu who resembled Cakra 
himsel/, lying on the field, his costly ornaments displaced and fallen 
off, and looking like a sacrificial fire on the altar no longd drenched with 
clarified butter." 




MAHABHARATA 
SECTION LI. 



in 



‘Sin^ya said, — 1 'After the slaughter of that hero, that leader of car* 
divisions, viz., the *on of Subhadra, the Pandava warriors, leaving their cars 
and putting oflf their armour, and throwing aside their bows, sat, surrounding 
king Yadhrsthira. And they were thinking of that grief of theirs, their 
hearts fixed upon the (deceased) Abhimanyu. Indeed, upon the fall nf Itat 
heroic nephew of his, rif., the mighty car -warrior Abhimanyo, king Yudhis- 
thira, filled with grief, indulged in (these) lamentations— Ala*, Abhimanyu, 
from desire of achieving my good, pierced the array formed by Drona and 
teeming with bis soldiers! Encountering him in battle, mighty bowmen 
endued with great courage, accomplished in weapons and incapable of being 
easily ifcfeP.od in battle, were routed and foTcad to retreat I Encountering 
our implacable toe Duaaawna in battle, be, with Ins arrows, caused that 
warrior to fly away from the field, '.deprived of his senses I AUb, the heroic 
son of Arjuna, haring crossed the vast tea of Drona’s army, was ultimately 
obliged to become a guest of Yama’s abode, upon encountering the son of 
Dussasana ! Wien Abhimanyu is slain bow shall I cast my eyes on Arjuna 
ax also on the blewed Subhadra deprived of her favourite son ? What 
senseless, disjointed, and improper woids shall we hare to say today unto 
Hrbbikcsi and Dbanaojay* I Desirous of achieving what ii good, and 
expectant of victorv, it is I who luve done this great evil unto Suhhadra and 
Kesava and Arjuna 1 Ho that is covetous never behuldetb bis faults. 
Covetousness springs from fully. Collectors of honey see not the fall that 
is before them. I am even like them. He who was only a child, 
he who should hive been indulged with (good) food, with 
vehicles, with bods, with ornamcnts/alas even he was placed by us in the 
van of battle ! How could good come to a child of tender years, unskilled 
in batt’e, in such a situation of great danger 1 Like a horse of proud mettle, 
he sacrificed himself instead of refusing to do the bidding of his masters. 
Alas, we also shall today lay ourselves down on the bare earth, blasted by 
the glances of gnef cast by Arjuna filled with wrath ! [Ohananjaya is] liberal, 
intelligent, modest, forgiving, handsome, mighty, possessed o( well-developed 
and beuiiful limba. respectful to superiors, heroic, beloved, and devoted to 
truth. Of glonous achievements, the very god3 applaud his feats. That 
vil inn t Ivero slew the Nivalalniwhu and the Kalakcyas, those enemies of 
Indra having their abode in Hiranyapurfc ! Within the twinkling of an eye 
he slew the Fouxomas with all their k.nsmen ! Endued with great might, 
he granieth quarter to even implacable enemies asking for quarter 1 Alas, 
we could not protect today the son of e\en such a persDn from danger l A 
great fear hath overtaken the Dhartarashtras endued though they might he 
with great strength !* Enraged at the slaughter of bis son, Partha will 
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exterminate the Kauravas. It is trident a'>0 that the mean-minded Vuryv* 
dbana having; mean connsclfew, that destroyer of lib own race and 
partisans, beholding this extermination of the Kaurara army, will give up 
his life in grief I Beholding this ion of India's ton, of unrivalled energy 
and prowess, on the field of battle, neither victory, nor sovereignty, nor 
Immortality, nor abode with - very celestials, causeth me the least 
delight T* 



SECTION LI I. 

^SanJaja said, — c Wfitle Kunti's son Yudhishth-ra was indulging in such 
lamentation, the great JMtAi Krishna Dwaipayana came to him. Worship- 
ping him duly, and causing him to be seated, Yudhbhthira, afflicted 
with grief on account of the death of his brother's son, saying, — 
Alas, whKe battling with many mighty bowmen, the son ©i Subhadra, 
surrounded by several gTcnt car warriors of unrighteous propensities, Itath 
been slain on the field r That slayer of hostile heroes, r ii , the son of 
Subhadro, was a child in years and of childish understanding. 4 He 
fought in battle against desperate odds. I asked him to open a passage 
for us in battle. He penetrated within the hostile army, but could not 
follow him, prevented by the ruler of the Stcdlius ! Alas, they that 
betake themselves to battle as a profession always fight with antagonists 
equally circumstanced with themselves. This battle however, that the 
enemy fought with Abhinunyu, was an extremely unequal one 1 It ia 
tint which grieves me greatly and draws tears from me ! Thinking of 
this, I fail to regain peace of mind 1'— . 

“Sunjaya continued, — The iliustriovja V>a», addresung Yudhishthbft 
who was indulging in such lamentation and who was thus unmanned by 
an accession nf sorrow, said these words. 

“Vy&sa said,— O Yudhishthira, O thou of great wisdom, O thou that 
art master of all branches of knowledge, persons like thee never suffer 
themselves to be stupified by calamities 1 * This brave youth, having 
slain numerous foes hath ascended to heaven I Indeed, that best of 
persons, ( though a child ), acted, however, like one of mature years I 
O Yudbbhlbira, this law is incapable of be:ng transgressed l O Bharat*, 
death takes all t gods and Dduavos and GanJkart.su ( without 
exception) !— 

•• Tudhishtira said, — Alas, these loTd9 of F-arth, that lie on the bare 
Earth, slain in the midst of their forces, reft of consciousness, were 
possessed of great might J Others i of their class ) passeaaed strength 
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equal to that of ten thousand elephants. Others, again, were endued 

with the impetuosity and might of the very Wind ! They have all 

perished in battle, slain by men of llseir own class ! I <lo not behold 
the person ( rave one of their own claw ) who could slay any of them 

in hard© I Endued with 'greet prowess, they were possessed of great 

energy ar.d great might I Ain*, they who used daily to come to battle 
with this hope firmly implanted in their heart*, rrV, that they would 
conquer, alas, even they, possessed of great wisdom, are lying on the 
field, struck ('with weapons) and deprived of life I The significance of 
the word Durtk hath today been nude intelligible, for these lords of 
Earth, of terrible proweiS, have almost all been dead ! These heroes 
are lying motiofifess, rtft of vanity, having succumbed to foes. Many 
princes, filled with wrath, have keen victimised before the fire {of their 
enemies' wrath ). A great doubt possesses me, ri- , whence is Death ? 
Whose ( offspring ) is Death } \XM is Death ? Why does Death lake 
away creatures ? O grandsire, O’thou that resemblest a god, t.H me this ! — 

“Senjaya continued,— Unto Kunti’a son Yudhishtbira asking him thus, 
the illustrious A’/df, comforting bun, <rtid these words 

•“Vyasi said, — As regard* the cm alter in hard, O king, ibis ancient 
story of what Norada had in days of old said unto Akamponn, is cited. 
King Alum pin a, O monarch, 1 know, while in this world was afflicted 
with very great and unbearable grief on account of the death of his son. 
I will now tell thc^ the excellent story about the origin of Death. 
Having listened to it, thou wilt be emancipated from sorrow and the 
touch of affection's tie. L : sien to me, O sire, a* I recite this ancient 
history. This history is, inde d, excellent. It enhanced) the period of life, 
killeth grief, ar.d conduoclh to health.} It is sacred, destructive of large bodie* 
of foes, and auspicious of all auspicious thing* Indeed, this history is 
even ns the study of the Viiai. -O monarch, it should every morning be 
listened tn by foremost of kings who are desirous of long-lived children and 
their own gcod ! 

'“tn days of old, O sire, there was a king named Akampuna. 
Or.ce, or. the field! of battle, he was sunounded by his foes and nearly 
overpowered hy them. He had a eon who was called Hari. Equal to 
Narayana himself in might, the latter was exceedingly handsome, accom- 
plished in weapons, gifted with great intelligence, possessed of might, 
resembled Cakra himself in battle- Encompassed by countless foes on 
the field of battle, he sped thousands of shafts at these warrior j and 
the elephants that surrounded him. Having achieved tie most difficult 
feats in hattle, O Yudrushthira. that scorcher of foes was at last slain 
in the mid« of the army. Performing the obsequies of his son, king 
Ak am pans elcanwd himself.* Grieving, however, for his son day and 
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nigbt, the king failed to regain happincs of mind. Informed of his 
grief on account of the death of Lis *mn $ the celestial Rithi Narada 
came to his presence. Tbc blessed king, beholding tfcc celestial Rit&i, 
telling the litter everything that had happened unto him, iff , his defeat 
at the hand? of his foes, and the slangier of his son. And the king said,— 
[My son ns -endued with gTea: energy, and evualled Indra or Vishnu 
himself in splendour. That mighty »n of mine, having displayed his 
prowess on the field against countless foes was at last slain 1 O illustrious 
one, who is this Death ? What is tbe measure of his energy, strength, 
and prowess } O foremost of intelligent perrons I deiiie to hear all this 
truly I •]— Hearing these words of bis. die boon-giving lord Narada ricited 
the following elaborate history destructive of i^rief on account of a son's 
death,— 

" —Narada said,— [Listen, o mighty-armed king, to this long histcey, 
exactly as I have heard it, O monarch ! In the beginning, the Grand wre 
Brahman created all creatures. Endued with mighty energy, ho saw that tins 
creation bore no signs of decay. Thereat, O king, die Creator began to think 
about the destruction of the Universe. Reflecting on the maiter, O monarch, 
the Creator failed to find any means of dcstructxm. He then became angry, 
and in consequence of bis linger a fire sprang lru.;i the sky. That fiTe spread 
in all directions for consuming everything of the Universe. Then heaven, sky, 
and Earth, all became filled with fire. And thus the Creator began to 
consume the whole mobile and immobile universe. Thereat all creatures, 
mobile ar.d immobile, were destroyed. Indeed, the mighty Brahman, 
frightening everything by the fores of his wrath, did all this Then Harn, 
otherwise called Scbanu oc Siva, with I matted locks on head, that Lotd 
of all wanderers of the night, appealed to the divine Brahman, the Lord of ail 
the gods. When Sthami fell (at BrahtpaVs feet) from desire of doing good 
to all creatures, the Supreme Deity (Buhman) that greatest of ascetic?, blar- 
ing with splendour, said,— What wish of thine shall we accomplish. O thou that 
deaervest to have all thy wishes fulfilled l O son, thou hast bet.n born of 
out with I We shall do all that may be Agreeable tu thee t Tell u«. O Sthanu, 
what is tby with !— ]' 19 



unable to perform bis ordinary ercikhip ar.d riK r us ii*e. After the 
obsequies ate perfetn cd nrd t| e cciwx.irg is ended, bets su| fered to be 
cleansed. — T. 
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SECTION LIII. 

4 — Slhnnu said,— O lord, tbou liadst taken great care for creating diverse 
creatures ! Indeed, creatures of diverse kinds were created and reared by 
thee I Those very creatures, again, are now being consumed through thy fire ! 
Seeing this, I am filled with compassion. O illustrious lord, be inclined 
io grace !— ] 

•* f— Itrabman said,— l had no desire of destroying the Universe, I desired 
the good of Earth, and it was for this that wrath possessed me ! The 
goddess Earth, afflicted with the heavy weight of creatures always urged 
me for destroying the creatures on her. Urged by her I oould not, however, find 
any means for the destruction of the infinite creation. At this, wiath pjsseswd 
me !j— 

•' •— {Rudra said,— Tie inclined to grace ! O lord of the Universe, cherish 
not thy wrath foe the destruction %>f creatures 1 No more let creatures 
immobile and mobile be destroyed ! Through thy grace, O illustrious one, let 
the threefold Universe, tin Future, tlis Past, and the Present exist! 
Thou, O l/Drd, ladtt blood up with wrath I From that wrath of thine, a sub- 
stance like fire sprang into existence. That fire is even now blasting rocks 
and trees and rivers and all kinds of herbs and grass I Indeed, that fire is 
exterminating the immobile and the mobile Universe. The mobile and the 
immobile Universe is being reduced to ashes ! Be in lined to grace, O illus- 
trious one I Do not give way to wrath ! Even this is the boon I solicit l All 
created things, O divine Being, belonging to thee, are being destroyed 1 
Therefore, let thy wrath he appeased ! Let it be annihilated in thy own self ! 
Cast thy eye on thy creatures, inspired with the desire of djing them 
good I Do that by which creatures endued with life may not cease to 
be I Let not there creatures, with their productive powers weakened, 
be exterminated l O Creator of the worlds, thou lust appointed me their 
Protector ! O Lord of the Universe, let not the mobile and the immobile 
universe be destroyed 1 Thou art inclined to grace, and it is for this 
that I say these words unto thee !— ] 

M *— Narada continued,— [ Hearing these words ( of Mahadeva ), the 
divine BrabmaD, from desire of benefiting creatures, held in his own 
inner self his wrath that had been roused. Extinguishing the fire, the 
divine benefactor of the world, the great Master, declared the duties of 
Production and Emancipation, And while the Supreme Deity exterminated 
that fire born of his wrath, there came out from the doors of his diverse senses 
a female who was dark and ted and twany, whose tongue and face and 
eyes were red, and who was decked with two brilliant earrings and 
diverse other brilliant ornaments. Issuing out of his body, she smilingly 
looked at those two lords of the Universe and then set out for the 
southern quarter. Then Brahman, that controller of the creation and the 
destruction of tbs worlds, called after her by the name of Death. 
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And Brahman, 0 kin.', *aid unto btr,— SUy these creatures of mine f 
Thou hast been born of tlut wrath of mine which I cherished for 
the destruction ( of the Univene J. Therefore. slay tbau all creatures 
including idiuts and seen, at my command ! By doing this, thou wilt 
he benefited I— That lotus eyed Udy called Death, thus addressed by him, 
reflected deeply, and then helplessly wept aluud in melodious accents. 
The Grandslre then caught the teats she shed, with bis two hands, 
for the benefit of all creatures, and began to implore her ( in the 
following words ). ]— 1,7 



SECTION LIY. 

“ ‘—Mar ids said ,— { The helpless lady, suppressing her sorrow within 
her own self, addressed, with Joined hands, the I/>rd of the Creation, 
bending with humility like a creei*er. And she said,— O foremost of 
speakers, created by thee how shall I, being a female, do such a rniel 
and evil act knowing it to be cruel and evil? I fear unrighteousness 
greatly. O divine Lord, he inclined to grace I Sons and friends and 
brothers and sires and husbands arc always dear. ( If I kifl them ), 
they who will suiTer these losses will seek to injure uie. Il is this that 
I fear I The tears that mil fall from il>c eyes o / wae-Jtxiefccn and 
weeping persons, inspire me with fear, O Lord ! I seek Ihy protection 1 
O divine Being, O foremost of gods, I will not go to Yama's abode I 
0 boon-giving one, I implore thee for thy grace, bowing my head and 
joining my palms 1 O grander® of all Use worlds, I solicit ( the accom- 
plish nrnt of evei) this wi;h at thy UanJ« I* I desire, with thy 
permisaioo, to undergo ascetic penances. O Lord of created things ! 
Grant me this boon, O divine Being, O great Master ! Permitted by 
thee, I will go to the excellent aa>lcm of Dhenulca I Engaged in adoring 
Thyself, 1 will undergo the severest austerities there 1 1 will not be able, O 
I/wd o! the gods, to take away the dear life-breaths of living creature weeping 
in surcow I Protect me from unrighteousness l — 1 

" •— [ Brahman said,— O Death, thou hast been intended for achiev- 
ing the destruction of creatures ! Go, destroy all creatures, thou nc.*det 
Iutc no scruples ! Even this must be ! It cannot be otherwise 1 Do 
hut my behest t Nobody in the world will bind any fault in thee !— ] 

«• 4 — Naradaicontinuc d, — J Thus addressed that lady became very much 
affrighted. Looking at Brahman's face, she stood with joined hands. From 
desire of doing good to creatures, she did not set her heart upon their 



• The first line cl 6 is read differently in the Bombay edition. The 
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MAHABHARATA 



i iS 

destruction. The divine Brahman also, that Lord of the lord of all 
creatures, remained, silent And soon the Grandsirc became gratified 
in his own relf. Ar.d casting his eyes upon all tl>e Creation, lie smiled. 
And thereupon creatures continued to live as before £ t unaffected by 
premature death. And upon that invincible and illustrious Ixird having 
shaken off bis wrath, that damsel left the presenoe of that wise Deity. 
Leaving Brahman without having agreed to destroy creatures, the damsel 
called Death speedily proceeded to the retreat called Dkeauka. Arrived 
there, site practised excellent and highly austere yarn. And she stood there 
ononclcgfoT sixteen times ten billions of years, and five times ten billions 
also, through pity for living creatures and from desire of doing them good, and 
all the time restraining her senses from their favourite objects. And once 
again, O king, site stood there on one leg for one and twenty times ten billions 
of years. And tben she wandered for ten limes ten thousand billions of years 
with the creatures {of the Earth). Nest, repairing to the sacred Nnnfa that 
was full of cool and pure water, site passed in those waters eight thousand yearn. 
Observing rigid vow at Kanda, she cleansed herself of all her sins Then she 
proceeded, first of all, to the sacred tCuusiki, observant of vows Living upon air 
and water only, she practised au5terit-.es there. Rep\iring then to Panchagaoga 
and nevt to VeUM, tlut cleansed damsel, by diverse kinds oi especial austeri 
lies, emaciated her own body. Going next to Ganga and thence to ti* 
great Meru, she remained motionless like a stone, suspending her life- 
breaths. Thence going to the top of H'.mmt, where the gods had performed 
their sacrifice (in days of yore), that amiable and suspicious girl remained for a 
billion of years, standing on the toe only of her feet Wending then to 
Puihkara, and Gukama, and Niimiaha, and Malaya, she emaciated her body 
practising austerities agreeable to her heart. Without acknowledging any 
other god, with stead) devotion to the Grand-ire, she lived and gratified the 
Grandsire in every way. Tben the unchangeable Creator of the worlds, grotifled, 
said unto her, with a softened and delighted heart, — O Death, why dost thou 
undergo ascetic austerities so severe ? — Thus addressed, Death said unto 
the divine Grandme,— Creatures, O Lnrd. are living in health. They 
do not injure ono another even by wards. I shall not be able to day 
them ! O Lord of all, O Master, I desire even ibis boon at thy bands 1 
I fear sin, and it is for this that I am enga^ad m ascetic austerities ! 
O bleated one, undertake to remove for ever my fears 1 I am a woman, 
in distress, and without fault I I beg thee, be thou my protector 1— 
Unto her the divine Brahman acquainted with the past, the present, 
and the future, said,— Tbou shalt commit no sin, O Death, by slaying 
these creature I My words can never be futile, O amiable one 1 Thece- 



* Both the Bengal and Bombay editions, in the first line of i a, read //ifit, 
I. f., gratified. There can be no doubt, however, that the correct reading is 
Mi/a i. f. affrighted, as 1 have put it. I find that some of the Bengali translat- 
or* ba>c alto made this correction,—' T. 
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fore, O auspicious damsel, slay these crcitures of four kinds! Eternal 
virtue shall always be thine I That Recent of die world, r/f, Yam*, 
and tbe diverse Diseases shall become tliy helpmates 1 I myself and all the 
gods will grant thee boons, so that, heed from sin and perfectly clean- 
sed, thou mayeit even acquire glory 5— Thus addressed, O monarch, 
that lady. Joining her hards, cnee more said these wotds, seeking his 
grace by bowing down unto him with her head,— If, O Lord, this is 
not to be without r.ie, then thy command I place upon my head • 
Listen, however, to what 1 say ! L?t covetousness wrath, malice, jealousy, 
quarrel, felly, and shamelessness, and other stern passions tear the bodies 
of afl embodied creature* !— ] 

“ *— t Bral»inan ».d,- It will be, O Death, as thou saycFt I Mean- 
while, slay creatures duly I Sin ;bi!I not be thire, nor shall I seek to 
injure thee, O auspicious uue * Tuo*e tear-drops of thine that arc in 
my lund*, even they will become AiieaSfi springing from living crea- 
ture* themselves. They will Li I! men ; and if men ore killtd, sm shall 
not be thine \ Therefore, do not fear ! f.ideid, sin shall not be thine ! 
Tlx>u .shall be the virtue uf living creatures, and the goddess of that 
virtue ! Devoted to righteousness, and observant of thy duty, thou shall 
away (all creatures)! Therefore, stay thou alwajs the lives of these 
living creatures ! Costing off both desire and wrath, lake ibou the life 
of alt living creatures Even thus will eternal xirtuc be thine ! Sin 

will slay those that are of wkked behaviour 1 By doing my bidding 
cleanse thyself. It will Ik: thine to sink them in their sins that are 
wicked. Therefore, cart off both desire nnd wrath, and kill these creatures 
endued with life I—] 

14 N&rada continued ->[ Then that damsel, seeing that she was ( per- 
sisten ly ) called by the: name of Death, feared ( to act otherwise ). 
And in terror also of Brahman's curse, she said,— Yes !— Unable to do 
otherwise slie began, casting off desire ind wrath, lu take the lives of 
living creatures when tike time came ( for their dissolution ). It is only 
living creatures that die. Diseases sy ring from living creatures them- 
selves. Disease is the abrornul rendition of creatures. They are pained 
by it. Therefore, indulge not in fruitless grief for creatines after they 
are dead 1 The senses, upon the death of crealutcs, go with the latter 
(to the other world), and achieving their (respective) function*, once 
more come back ( with creatures when the latter are reborn j. Thus 
all creatures, O lion among beings the very geds included going thiilier, 
have to act, like mortals l 4 The wind, that is awfui, of terrible r cars 
and great strength, omnipresent ard endued with infinite energy, it is 
the wind that will rive the bodtes of living creatures. It will, in this 
matter, put fcrtli no active energy, nor will it suspend its functions ; 

4 Divas, in the first line of 46 , means the sense*. Vrittas, as explained by 
Nilttkontha, means Vritavnntas. — T. 
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( but do this naturally k Even *11 the god* have die appellation of 
mortals attached to them. Therefore, O lion among kings do not 
grieve for thy »>n l Repairing to heaven, the son of thy body U passing 
his days in perpetual happiness having obtained those delightful regions 
that are for heroes. Casting off all sorrow, lie bath attained to the 
companionship of the righteous Death hath been ordained by the 
Creator himself for all creatures ? When their hour comes, creatures 
arc destroyed duly. The death of creatures arises from the creatures 
themselves. Creatures kill themselves. Death doth not kill any one, 
armed with hex bludgeon I Therefore, they that arc wise, truly know- 
ing death to be inevitable because ordained by Brahman himself, 
never grieve for creatures tliat arc dead. Knowing this death to 
he ordained by the $u|wfme r.od, cast off, without delay, thy grief for 
dead sons ! J-‘ " 

M, Vyasa continued, — Hearing these words of grave import spoken 
by Nar.iAi, king Akampana, addressing his friend, said,— [ O illustrious 
one, O foremost of fiikit , my grief is gone, and I Jam contented ! 
Hearing this history from thee, 1 aiu grateful to thee, and 1 worship 
thee ’ ]— That foremost of superior Pistof, that celestial ascetic of 
immeasurable soul thus addressed by the king, proceeded to the woods 
of tfanJawL The fieqjcnt recital of this history for the hearing of 
others, as alio the frequent hearing of this history, is regarded os clean- 
sing, leading to bme tuid heaven and worthy of approbation. It enhanced*, 
betides, the period of life. Uavirg listened to this instructive story, cast 
off thy grief, O YudhUhthira, reflecting besides on the duties of a 
Kshatrtya and the high state ( of blessedness ) attainable by heroes. 
Abhinunyu, that reality enr warrior, endued with mighty energy, having 
shin ( numerous ) foes he fore the gate of all bowmen, hath altaired to 
heaven. Thai gTcat bowman, that mighty car warrior, struggling on the 
6eld, hath fallen in battle, struck with swoed, and nuce, and dart, and 
how. Sprung from Soma, he had* disappeared in the lunar essence, 
cleansed of all his impurities. Therefore, O son of Pandit, mustering 
all tliy fortitude, thyself with thy brothers, without allowing your 
senses to be stupfied, speedily set out, inflamed with rage, for 
battle l—* 1 ”• 



* Verses 55, as occurring in both the Bengal and the Bombay texts, require 
correction. 55 is incompkte. For the words tad a fiaja, therefore, I Tead 
Mam tjaja as suggested hy K P. Singha. Then the Fr sarga after IWtert- 
tfdra must be dropped to make it a vocative- Similarly, Paninas in 53 should 
he Pan Java, a vocative and not a nominative ufiakramai should lie ufakrama. 
The last two corrections are made in the B ombay text The tact, is, ari 55 to 
58 the word* of Vyw, or of Sanjayi ? Evidently, it is Vyasa ttat speaks, 
and, hence the necessity of the corrections noted—' T. 




DROKA PARVA 



iai 



SECTION LV. 

"Sanjaya said, — 'Hearing of the origin of Death and her Strang acts, 
king Yudhishtbira, humbly addressing Vyo*a, onoe more said these words 
unto him. 

" ‘Yudhishtbira said, — Many kings there were in blessod countries, of 
righteous deeds and of prowess equal to that of Indra himself. They 
were royal »ges» O regenerate one, that were sinless and truth •Sfcakiag 1 
Once more, address me in words of grave import, and console me with 
(accounts of ) the feats of those royal sages of ancient times ! What was 
the measure of the sacrificial gifts made by them ? Who were those high- 
soulcd royal sages of righteous deeds that made them ? Tell me all this, 
O illustrious one I — 

44 *Vyaaa said. — There was a king of the name of Swaitya. He had aeon 
who was called Srinjaya. The Ait his Narada and Parvata were his frienda. 
Or.e day, the twu ascetics, for paying Srinjaya a visit, came to hii palace. 
Duly worshipped by Srinjaya, they become pleased with him, and conti- 
nued to live with him happily. Once on a time, as Srinjaya was seated 
at his ease with the two ascetics, bis beautiful daughter of sweet smiles 
came to him. Saluted with reverence by his daughter, Srinjaya delighted 
that girl standing by his side with proper benedictions of the kind she 
desired. Beholding that maiden, P.irvau smilingly asked Srinjaya, saying, 
—(Whose daughter is this damsel of Test has glance* and possessed of 
every auspicious omen ? Is she the splendour of Surja, or the flame of 
Agni ? Or, is she any of these, «s, Cri, Hri, Kirti, Dhriti, Pushti, 
Siddhi, and the splendour of Soma ?]— Unto the celestial AiM (Parrota) 
saying those word*, king Srinjaya answered, saying, — (O illustrious our, 
this girl is my daughter. She beggeth my blessings !]— Then Narada ad- 
dressed king Srinjaya and said,— [If, O monarch, thou wishes! for great 
good (to thyself \ then give this daughter of thine unto me for a wife !) 
Delighted (with the AisAfs proposal), Srinjaya addressed Narada, raying,— 
[I give her unto thee I] A this, the other AisAi, tta, Parvata, indignantly 
addressed Narada, saying, — [Chosen before this by me, within my heart, 
thou hast taken this damsel as thy wife ! And since tbou hast done 
this, thou, O Brahmana, shah not go to heaven at thy will 1)— Thus 
addressed by him, Narada answered him, saying,— (The husband’s) heart 
and speech (directed thereto), (the giver’s) consent, the speeches (of both), 
the acthal gift made by sprinkling water, and the (recital of the mamfrai 
ordained for the seixure of the (bride’s hand},— these hare heen declared 
to be indications by which one is constituted a husband. Even this 
ceremonial, though essential, is not all. That which (above all) is essential 
is the walk lot seven paces (by the bride in larcumambulaiing the bride- 
groom).* Without thy purpose (about marriage) having been accomplished, 

4 I follow NiUkantha m rendering these two verses.— T, 
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thou bast cursed me ! Therefore, thou also shah not go 10 heaven without 
roe !]— Having cursed each other those two Riskit continued to live there, 
Meanwhile, king Srinjaya, desirous of (obtaining) a son, began, with 

cleansed soul, to carefully entertain the Brahmanas, to the utmost of his 

power, with food, and robes. After a certain time, those foremost of 
Brahmanas devoted to 'he study of the Vedas and fully conversant with those 
scriptures and their branches, became gratified with that monarch desirous of 
getting a son. Together they came to Narada and said unto him— [Give this 
king a son of the kind he desire* I ] — Thus addresssed by the Brahmanas, 
Narada replied unto them, saying, — [So be it ']— And then the celestial Riihl 
addressed Scinj*ya saying,— [O royal sage, tire Brahmanas have 

been pleated and they wish thee a son 1 Solict thou the boon, 

blessed be thou, about live kind of ton Ibou desirest 1} — Thus addressed by 
him the king, with joined hands, asked for a ton possessed of every accomplish- 
ment, famous, of glorious feats, of great energy, and capable of chastising all 
foes. And he further asked that the urine, the excreta, the phlegm and the sweat 
of that child should be gold. And in due time the king had a son born unto him, 
who came to be named Sm tumaskihivin * on earth. And in consequence of the 
boon, that child began to iocrcavc (his father's) wealth beyond alt limits. And 
king Srinjaya^caused all desirable things of bis to be made of gold. And 
his bouses and walla and forts, and the bouses ol all Brahmanas (within his 
dominions), and bis beds, vehicles, and plates, and all manner uf jwts and 
mips, and the palace that he owned, and all implements and utensils, domestic 
and otherwise, were made of gold. And in time bis stock increased. Then 
certain robbers, hearing of the prince and seeing him to be such, assembled 
together and sought to injure the king. And some amongst them said, — 
[We will seise the king's son himself ! He is hi9 father's mine of gold. 
Towards that end, therefore, wc should strive I— Then those robbcTs inspired 
with avarice, penetrating into the king's palace, forcibly took away prince 
Surarnasbtbivin. Having seized and ;aken him to the woods, those senseless 
idiots, inspired with avarice but igrorant of what to do with him. Blew him 
there and cut his body into fragments. They saw not, however any gold 
in him. After the prince was slain, all the gold obtained in consequence 
of the RisAfs boon, disappeared. The ignorant and sense robbers struck 
one another. And striking one another thus, they perished, and with them 
that wonderful prince on the Earth. And those men of wicked deeds sink 
in an unimaginable and awful belL Seeing that son of his, obtained through 
the RisAi's boon thus stoin, that great ascetic, vis., king Srinjaya, afflicted 
with deep sorrow, began to lament in piteous accents. Beholding the king 
afflicted with grief on account of his son, and thus weeping, the 

celestial Riski Narada showed himself in his presence. Listen, O 



• Of golden excreta.— T 





DROXA PARVA 



*•3 

Yudhishttnra to what Narad* uid unto Srinjaya, having Approached that 
kinf, who afflicted with grief and deprived o ( his senses, was indulging 
in piteous lamentations. Naiada said,— { O Srinjaya, with thy desire* 

unfulfilled, thou shalt have to die, although we, utterers of Bmkma, 
live in thy house ! Avikshit’s son Marulta even, O Srinjaya, we hear! 
had to diet Piquod with Vrihaspati, he had caused Saravarta* himself to 
ortkiate at one of his great • sacrifices ! Unto that royal sage the iilu* 
triout lord ( Mahadeva > himself had given wealth in die shape of a 
golden plateau of Himavat. (With that wealth) king Mantua had per- 
formed diverse sacrifices. Unto him, after the completion of his sacri- 
fices, diverse tribes of celestials, those creators of the universe, with 
Indra him sell' in their company and with Vrihaspati at their head, used 
to come. All the carpels and furniture of his sacrificial compound 

were of gold. The regenerate classes, desirous of food, all ate as they 
pleased, at his sacrifices, food that was dean and agreeable to their 
wishes. And at all his sacrifices, milk and curds and clarified batter 
and honey, and other kind* of food and edibles, all of the best order, 
and robes and ornaments desirable for their costliness, gratified 
Brahmanas thoroughly conversant with the VU*i. The very- gods used 

to become distributors of food in king M&rutta's palace. The lliwaJtvat 

were the courtiers of that royal sage, the son of Avikahit. By him 
were gratified the dweller* of heaven with libations of clarified butter. 
And gratified ( therewith ), these, in their turn, increased that powerful 
ruler's wealth of crops with coplou* showers of rain. He always contri- 
buted to the gratification of the A'/W/, the FttrU, and the gods, and 
thereby made them happy, by practising Brakmathary^ study of the 
y*d*h obaequial rites, and all kinds of gifts. And his beds and carpets 
and vehicles, and his vast stores of gold difficult to be given away, in 
fact, all that untold wealth of his, were given away voluntarily unto the 
Brahmanas. Cakra himself used to wish him well. His subjects were 
made happy ( by him y Acting always with piety, he ( ultimately ) 
repaired to those eternal regions bliss acquired by his religious merit. 
With his children and counsellors and wives and descendants and kins- 
men, king Manilla, in his youth, ruled hts kingdom for a thousand 
years. When such a king, O Srinjaya, died who was superior to thee, 
In respect of the four cardinal virtues ( r *s„ ascetic penances, truth, 
compassion, and liberality ), and wbo, superior to thee, was much more 
superior to thy son, do not grieve, — O Swtdiya t — for thy son saying he 
performed no sacrifice and made no sacr.fiaal present. ] " 

• The Bengal teading U ScmTarttm. The Bomb*? text makes Srmverfa a 
nominative. 1 lave adopted the Bengal reading. If the Bombay reading be 
accepted, the meaning would be that Samvaita himself, piqued with Vrihaspati, 
caused Manilla to perform a sacrifice. K. P. Singba makes a ludicrous 
blunder in supposing Samvar/a to have been a kind of sacrifice.— T. 
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SECTION LVI. 

" — Xarada said,— [King Subutra also, O Srinjaya, we hear, fe II a 
prey to death. He wax the fureraost nf heroes, nnd invincible in battle. 
The very gods used to come for seeing bun. Acquiring his kingdom 

virtuously, he sought the advice of his Ritovijas and domestic priests 
and Brahmanas for bis own good, and enquiring of them, used to ohey 
their behests. Well acquainted with die duty of protecting his subjects, 
possessed of virtue and liberality, performing sacrifices and subjugating 
foes, king Suhntra wished for the increase of his wealth. He adored 
the gods by following the ordinances of the scriptures, and defeated Ids 
foes by means of his arrows. He gratified all creatures by means of his 
own excellent accomplishment?. He rilled the Earth, freeing her from 
Mhakat and the forest theivea* The deity /if the clouds showered 
gold unto him from year’s end to year's end. In those olden days, 

therefore, the rivers ( in his kingdom ) ran ( liquid ) gold, and were 
open to everybody for use.t The deity of the clouds showered in his 
kingdom targe numbers of alligators and crabs and fishes of diverse 
species and various object of desire, countless in number, that were all 
made of gold. The artifiral lakes in that king's dominions each 
measured full two miles. Beholding thousands of dwarfs and humpbacks 
and alligators and M atoms and tortoises all made of gold, king 
Sohotra wondered much. That unlimited wealth of gold, the royal oxge 
Suhotra, performing a sacrifice at Kunijangala, gave away unto the 
Brahmanaa, before the completion of the sacrifice. Having performed a 
thousand Horse-sacrifices, a hundred Rajai*yas % many sacred Kshatiiya- 
sacriflce*,} in all of which he made abundant presents to the Brtkutus 
and having performed daily rites, almost countless in number, under-gone 
from specified desires, the king ultimately obtained a very desirable end. 
When, O Srinjaya, such a king died, who was superior to thee as re- 
gards the four cardinal virtues and who, superior to thee, was, there- 
fore, much more superior to thy son, thou shouldst not grieve ,— 0 Sweaty a % 
— for thy son saying he performed no sacrifice and made no sacrificial 
present. ]— M> 



The word in the original is Atari to* literally meaning one dwelling in 
the woods. It is very generally used in the sense of thieves or robbers, thus 
showing that these dependators from the earliest times, had the woods and the 
forests for theii home. — T. 

t VaMnyas rivers. Swairinyas, open to everybody, The Bengal reading is 
aohavan ; the Bombay reading, Vycvahan. If the former reading be adopted, 
it would mean the rivers were of liquid gold."— T. 

\ /, Sacrifices ordained for Kshatriyaa. — T. 
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SECTION LVIL 

*— Narada Mid , — [ The heroic king Paurava alio, O Srinjaya, we bear, 
fell a prey lo death. That king gave away a thousand times thousand 
horses that were all white in hue. At the Horse-sacrifice performed by 
that royal sage, countless numbers o! learned Brahman as versed in the 
principles of Si&sAa* and Akshara came from diverse realms. These 
Bruhmanas, washed by the Vedai y by knowledge, and by vowr, and 
liberal and of agreeable countenances having obtained from the king 
costly gift* such as robes and bouse* and excellent beds am) carpets 
and vehicles and draft-cattle, were always delighted by actors and dancers 
and singers, tlioroughly competent and well-versed ( in their respective 
arts ), engaged m sport and ever striving for their diversion. At each of his 
sacrifices in due time lie gave away as sacrificial presents ten thousand 
elephants of golden splendour, with the temporal juice trickling down their 
bodies, and cars made of gold with standards and banners. He iho ga\e 
away, as sacrificial present*, a thousand times thousand maidens decked with 
ornaments of gold, and cars and steeds and elephanti for mounting* and 
houses and fields, and centimes of kine, by hundreds of thousands, and 
thousands of cowherds decked with gold. They that are acquainted with the 
history of the past, sing this song w*. f that in that sacrifice king Paurava gave 
away kine, with calves, having golden horns and silver hoofs and brass 
milkpot*, and female slaves and male slaves ard asses and camels, and sheep, 
countless in number, and diverse kinds of gems and diverse hills of food. — 
T hat sacrificing king of the Angas successively performed, in the order of 
their merit, and according ti> what was competent for his own class, many 
auspicious sacrifices capable of yielding every object of desire. When such 
a king, O Sriojaya, died who was superior to thee as regards the four cardinal 
virtues and who, superior lo thee, was, therefore, much more superior to thy 
90 n, thou shoukist not, saying , — Oh Sivaitya, Oh Swaitya t — grieve for thy 
acm who perforated no sacrifice and made no sacrificial present.) — * ” 



SECTION LVIII 

— Narada said* — [Usinara'a ion Sivi also, O Srinjaya, we hear, fell a pro- 
to death. That king had, as it were, put a leathern girdle around the Earth, 
by making the Earth with her mountains and islands and seas and forests 
resound with the clatter of his car. That vanquisher of foes, r ft., king Sivi, 
always slew the foremost of foes. He performed many sacrifices with presents 



• Sthiha, one of the six branches of the Vedas ; it may be called the orthoepy 
of the Vedas. Akshara letters or the alphabet The sense *eems to be that 
these Brahmanas were goixl readers of the Vedas.— T. 
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in profusion unto tbe Brahmanaa. That monarch of gTeat prowess and great 
intelligence had acquired enormous wealth. In battle lie won the applause 
of all Kshatriyas.* Having brought tbc whole earth under subjection, he 
performed many Horse-sacrifices, without obstruction, which were productive 
of great merit, giving away (as sacrificial present) thousand crores of golden 
Hildas, and many elephants and steeds and oilier kinds of animals, much 
grain, and many deer and kine and sheep. And king Sivi gave away the 
sacred Earth consisting of diverse kinds of soil unto the Brahuianas. Indeed, 
Uiinara's son Sivi gave away as many kine as the number of ttin-drop* 
si lowered on tbe Earth, or the number of stars in the firmament, or the 
number of sand-grains on Lite bed of Gangs, or the number of rocks that 
constitute the mountain called Meru, or the number of gems or of (aquatic) 
animals in the ocean. The Creator himself hath not met with and will not 
meet with in the post, the present, or the future, another king capable of 
bearing the burdens that king Sivi bore. Many were the sacrifices, with 
every kind of rites, that king Sivi performed. In those sacrifices, the stakes, 
the carpets, the houses, the walls, and the arches, were all made of gold. Food 
and drink, agreeable to the taste and | perfectly clean, were kept in profusion. 
And the Brahmanis that repaired to them could be counted in myriads and 
myriads. Abounding with viands of every description, .nothing but agreeable 
words {such as jit* amp and faht) were heard there. Milk and curds were 
collected in Urge lakes. In his sacrificial compound, there were rivers of drink 
and white hills of food.— Balk*, and drink and tat at yt like , — these only 
were tbc words heard there. Gratified with J 10 righteous deeds, Kudra gave 
Sivi a boon, siying,— As thou givest away, let thy wealth, thy devotion, thy 
fame, thy religious acts, the love that ad creatures bear thee, and the heaven 
(thou wilt atyunX be all inexhaustible 1— Haring obtained all these desirable 
boons, even Sivi, when the time came, left this world for heaven. When, O 
Srinjaya, he died who was superior to thee in respoct of the four cardinal 
virtues and who, superior to thee, was much more superior to thy son thou 
shouUJst not, saying — Oh Swaitya, Ok Swaitya ,— grieve for thy son wlvo per- 
formed no sacrifice and made no sacrificial present.] — * " 



SECTION LIX. 

*' V-Nar*da said.— (Rama the son of Dtsaratha, O Srinjaya, wc hear, 
fell a prey to death. His subjects were as much delighted with him as 
a sire is delighted with tbe children of his lions. Endued with immea- 
surable energy, countless virtues were in him. Of unfading glory, Rama, 
the elder brother of L*k6bmana, at the command of bts father, lived for 

• The word in the original is dtlurddhabhishikta % which literally means one 
where cl ural locks have undergone the ceremony of the sacred invtuiture. 
Hence, it is used to denote Kshatrijas or persons of me royal order.— T. 
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fourteen years in the wools, with bis wife. Tom bull among men slew 
in Janastbana fourteen thousand A 'n&ihaus for the protection of the ascetics. 
While dwelling there, the Rakskaia called Havana, beguiling hoth him 
and his compan : on (Laksbtnana), ravished hi* wife the princess of Videha. 
Like the Three-eyed (Mahadeva), in days of old, slaying (the A sura) 
Andhaka, Rama in wrath slew in battle tba: offender of Palawya** race 
who had never before been vanquished by any foe. Indeed, the mighty 
armed Rama slew in biule that descendant of Pula5t)a’s race wilh all his 
kinsmen and followers, that RiiMsknsa who was incapable of being slain 
by the gods and the A suras together, tbit wretch who was a thorn unto 
the gods and the Brahman**. In consequence of bis affectionate treat- 
ment of his subjects, the celestials worshipped Rama. Filling the entire 
Earth with bis achievements, he was much applauded by even the celestial 
Rishis. Compassionate unto all creatures, that king, having acquired diverse 
realms and protected his subjects virtuously, performed a great sacrifice 
without obstruction. And the lord Rama also performed a hundred Horse* 
sacrifices and tbs great sacrifice called Jantthya. And with libatiuns of 
clarified butter he contributed to Indras delight.* And the king performed 
diverse other aicrificea of great and varied twits. And by these acts of 
his, Rama conquered hunger and thirst, and all the diseases to which living 
creatures are subject. Possessed of every accomplishment, be always blazed 
with his own energy Indeed, Rama the son of Dasaratha greatly outshone 
all creatures. When Rama ruled hii kindgom, the Rishis, the gods, and 
men, ail lived together on the Earth. The lives of living creatureb were 
never cut 6hort. It was never otherwise. The life-breaths also, called 
Prana . Afana, Samana^ and the others, when Kriur ruled his kingdom, 
all performed their functions. All luminous bodies shone brighter, and 
calamities never occurred. All bis subjects were long-lived. None died in 
youth. The dwellers of heaven, highly gratified, used to get, according 
to (the ordinances of) the four Vtdai 9 libations of clarified butter and 
other offerings of food made by men. His realms were free from flioa 
and gnats \ and beasts of prey and poisonous reptiles, there were none. 
And none were of unrighteous tendencies, none were covetous, and none 
wctc ignorant. The subjects, of all the (four) orders, were engaged in 
righteous and desirable ads. When the Rak*haiat % about thh time, obs- 
tructed the offerings to the Pilris and the worship of the gods in Janas - 
thana, the lord Kama, slaying them, caused those offerings and that 
worship to be once more given to the Pitris and the gods. Men were 
each blessed with a thousand children, and the period of their fives was 
a thousand years. Seniors had never to perform Sraddhas of their juniors. t 

* Ifavtiha mudantavaha: ; or udam avaJa, t % which would mean, 

he poured libations unto Indra as copious as water. — T. 

t Because juniors pre-deceased their seniors. The causative form of 
akarayan is a license. — T. 
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Youthful in shape, of a dark-blue hue, of red eyes, possessed of the tread 
of an infuriate elephant, with aims reaching down to the knees and 
beautiful and massive, of leonine shoulders, of great strength, and beloved 
by all creatures, Rama ruled his kingdom for eleven thousand years. Hts 
subjects always took his name. While Rama ruled his kingdom, the world 
became extremely beautiful. Taking at last hii four kinds of subjects* 
with him Rama went to heaven, having established bis own line con- 
sisting of eight houses on the Barth. When even he died, O Srinjaya 
who was superior to thee in respect of the four cardinal virtues and who, 
superior to thee, was much more superior to thy son, thou shouldst not, 
SwaiQ'a, Oh Swaitya ,— grieve for thy son who performed no 
sacrifice and made no sacrificial present]—" 



SECTION LX. 



* ‘—Narad* said,— [Even king lihagiratlu, O Srinjaya, we hear, was dead. 
He caused the shores of Gangs, called after his name Bhagiraihi t to be 
covered with flights of steps made of gokLt Surpassing all kings and all 
princes he. gave unto the Brahmaius a thousand times thousand damsels 
decked with ornaments of gold. All those damsels were upon cars. And 
unto every car were yoked four steeds. And behind each car were hundred 
kine. And behind each cow were (many) gouts and sheep Kin# Bhagi- 
ratha gave enormous piesents at his sacrifices. For that reason largo was 
the concourse of men assembled there. Afflicted therewith Ganga was 
much pained. Protect Mi 1 — she said and sat down on his lap. And 
because Ganga thus sat upon his Up in days of old, therefore she, like 'the 
celestial danctast Urvaci came to be regarded as his daughter and was 
named after his name. And having become tbe king's "* daughter, she 
became his son (by becoming, like a son, tbe means of salvation unto 
his deceased ancestors).; Sweet-speeched Gandharoas of celestial splendour, 

* The four kinds of creatures that owned Kama's sway were (1) those that 
were oviparous, (s) those tliat were viviparous, (3) those born of filth, and (4) 
that vegetables. — T, 

t These were tfta/r for facilitating access to the sacred stream.— T. 

I Both 5 and 6 are dibcult sl*k*s. but for Nilakantha I could never 
have understood their sense, The reading Jalaugktna, occurring in both the 
Bengal and the Bombay editions, is a mistake for JunAmghtsuL The construe 
Uon of 5 is this : D/tkshiiux PhayasinUafat ftna [fo/una Jamaughtna akranta . 
The story of tbe salvation of Bhagiratha’s ancefetor* is a beautiful myrh. 
King SagftTa (whence Sagara or the Ocean) had sixty thousand sons. 
They were all reduced to ashes by the curse of tbe sage KapiU, an 
incarnation of Vishnu himself. Bbagiraiba, a remote descendant, caused 
the sacred Ganga to roll over the spot where the asbes of bis ancestors 
lay, and thus secured their salvation.— T. 
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gratified, tang a!) this in the bearing of the Jtiskis, the gods, and human 
beings.* Thus, OSrinjiya, did that goddess, tfs., the ocean going Ginga, 
select the lord Bbagiratha, that defendant of Ikshaku, the performer of 
sacrifices with profuse gifts (to the BrahmanasX as her father. His 
sacrifices were always decked with (the presence of) (be very geds with 
Indra at their head. And the gods used to take their respective shares, 
and removing all impediments* to facilitate those sacrifices in every way. 
Possessed of great ascetic mcrir, Bhagiratba gave unto the Brahmanaa 
whatever benefit they desired without obliging them to H«r from the place 
where they might entertain those lesres. There was nothing which he 
could withhold from the Btahmanas. Every one received from him every- 
thing he coveted. At last the king ascended to the region of Brahman, 
through the grace of the Brahiunru?. For that object on which the R is his 
that subsisted on the rays of the sun used to wait upon the sun and 
the presiding diety of the sun, for that very object they used to wait 
upon the lord Bhagiratba, thru ornament of the three worlds. When he 
died, O Srinjaya, who was superior to thee, as regards tbc four cardinal 
virtues, and who, superior to thee, was much more superior to thy son, 
thou shouldst not, saying,— Oh Swaitya, Oh Sv>aiya,— grieve for tbc latter 
who performed no sacrifice and^roadc no sacrificial present*.]— 



SECTION LXf. 

4 ‘ Narada said, — [Dilipa the son of Davila, O Srinjaya, we hear, fell 
a pray to death. Brahmano*, versed in knowledge of Truth, devoted to 
the performance of sacrifices, bkssed with children and children's children, 
and numbering myriads upon myriads, were present at hit century of 
sacrifices. King Dilips, having performed various sacrifices, gave away 
this Earth, filled with treasure*, unto the Brahmanas. At the sacrifices 
of Dilipa, the roads were all made of gold. The very gods with Indra 
at their head used to come to him regarding him as Dharma himself. 
The upper and lower rings in his sacrificial slake were made of gold. Bating 
Ins Raga-hhendavaii many persons, at hi* sacrifices, were seen lo lie down 
on the reads. While battling over the waters, the two wheels of Dili- 
pa's car never s&nlt in that liquid. This seemed exceedingly wonderful, 
and never occurred to other kings. Even those that saw king Difipa, 
that firm bowman always truthful in speech and giving away profuse gifts 
at his sacrifices, succeeded in ascending to heaven. In the abode of Dilipa, 
called also Khattangs, these five lounds were always to be heard, n*s.. 



* The correct reading is Y*lpnadinai % and not the form in the gene- 
tivc plural,— T. 
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the sound of Vt&c recitations, the twang of bows, and Drink, Enjoy 
ind Eijfl — When he died, O Srinjaya, who wai superior to thee in respect 
of the four cardinal virtue* and who, superior to thee, was much more 
superior to thy son, thou should9t not, saying , — Oil Swaitya, Ok Swaitya, 
— grieve for thy son who performed no •sacrifice and made no sacrificial 

*ift.l— 



SECTION LXII. 

M ‘ — Narad* sn»d,— [ Mandhatri the son of Yavnnaswa, O Srinyaya, we 
hear, fella prey to death. That king vanquished the gods, tho Anew, 
and men. Those celestial?, r/s , the twin Aswins, brought him out of his 
father's womb by a surgical operation. Once on a time, king Yuvanaswn, 
while chasing the dec/ in the forest, became very thirsty and his steeds 
also became exceedingly fatigued. Beholding a wreath of smoko, the king 
(directed by it) went to a sacrifice and drank the sacred sacrificial butter 
that lay scattered therr. (The king thereupon conceived). Beholding 
that Yiivanaawa was quick with child, tho6e best of physicians, mr, 

the tain Aswins among the celestials extracted the child from the 
king's womb. Seeing that child of celestial splendour lying on the lap of 
his father, the gods said unto one another,— What shall support this child? 
—Then Va&ava said.— Let the child suck my Anger*.— Thereupon, from 
the fingers of Indra issued milk sweet as nectar. And since lndra, from 
compassion, had said,— He will ttr<nt his SmStenante from me, — and showed 
him that kindness, therefore, the gods named that child Afandhatrt.\ 
Then jets of milk and clarified butter dropped into the mouth of 
Yuvanaswa't son from the hand of the high soulod Indra. The boy continu- 
ed to suck tlie hind of Indra aid by that means to grow. In twelve days be 
bccamcc twelve cubits in siature and endued with great prowess. And he con- 
quered the whole of this Earth in course of a single day. Of virtuous soul, 
possessed of great intelligence, heroic, devoted to truth, and a master of his 
pardons, Mmdhatri vanqj vhed by his bow Janame>*>» and Sodhanw.in and 
Jayi and Cana! and Vribadrathi and Asila and Nr^a. All the lands lying 
between the hill where the Sun rises and the hill where he sets, are, 
known to this day as the dominions of Mandhatri. Having performed a 
hundred Horse sacrifices, and a hundred R* jxisuya sacrifices also, he gave 
away, O monarch, unto the Brahmaoas, some R*hUa fishes made of gold, 
that were ten Yojanas in Jen 0 th and one Yojana in breadth. Mountains 
of savoury food and edibles, of divers* kinds after the Brahmanas had 



♦ In the Bombay edition some verses occur after the 3rd. — T. 
t Literally— "having me for his simainer.— . 
t Instead of Cuiia, the Bombay text gives Pum,~ T. 
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been entertained, were eaten by other? (»ho came at his sacrifices) and 
contributed to their gratification- Vast quantities of food and edibles and 
drink, and mountains of rice, looked beautiful as they stood. Many 
rivers, having lakes of clarified butter, with diverse ki-ds of soup 
for their mire, curds foe their froth and liquid honey for tbeir water, 
looking beautiful, and wafting honey and milk, encircled mountains of 
solid viands. Gods and Alurai and men and Yahihas aud GatidAarw 
and Snakes and birds, and many Brahmimas, accomplished in the Vedas 
and their branches, and many Rhki\ came to his sacrifices. Amongst 
those present there, none was illiterate. King Mandhatri, having bestowed 
the Earth bounded by the seas and full of wealth upon the Brahmanas, 
at last disappeared like the Sun. Filling all the points of the compass 
with his fame, he repaired to the regions of the righteous. When be 
died, O Srinjava, who excelled thee in the four cardinal virtues and who, 
superior to thee, was much more superior to thy sjo, thou should* not, 
saying, — Oh Sttai/fm, Oh Smdtya,— grieve for the latter who performed no 
sacrifice and made no sacrificial gift ]— 



SECTION LXUl. 

u *— Narada said,— [ Yayati the son of Nahusa, O Sfinjaya, we hear, 
fell a prey to death. Having performed i hundred Rajas*yas t a hundred 
Horse-sacrifices, a thousand Pmndarikas , a hundred Vnjapeyas, a thousand 
Atiratras , i numerable ChaSurmaiyas, diverse AgailAUwaS, and many oilier 
kinds of sacrifices, in all of which be made profuse gifts unto the 
Brahmanas, he gave away unto the Brahmanas, having counted it first, 
the whole of the wealth that existed on this Earth in the possession 
of Minsk** and other Brabmana-hating people. When the gods and the 
Asurai were arrayed for battle, king Yayati aided the god*. Having 
divided the Earth into four parts he gave it away unto four persons. 
Having performed various sacrifices and virt-ousfy begotten excellent 
offspring upon ( his wives ) Devayani the daughter of Usamas, and 
Sarmishtha, king Yayati, who was like uoto a celestial, roved through 
the celestial woods at his own pleasure like a second Van* a. Acquaint- 
ed with all the Vedas, when, however, he found that he was not 
satiated with the indulgence of his passions, he then, with his wives, 
retired into the forest, uttering this saying, — Whatever of paddy and 
wheat and gold and animals and women there are on Earth, even the 
whole of these is not sufficient for one man. Tbioking of this, one 
should cultivate contentment !— Thus abandoning all his dwircs, and 
attaining to contentment, -.he lord Yayati, installing ( his son ) on his 
throne, retired into the focesL When be died, O Sfinjaya, wbu was 
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superior to thee in respect of the four cardinal virtues and who, superior 
to thee, was much more superior to thy Bon, thou shauldst not, saying — 
Oh Swm0a % Oh Smutyii ,— grieve for the Litter who performed no sacrifice 
and made no sacrificial present. }' ” 



SECTION LX IV. 

41 4 Nar*da said,— ( Nabhags’a son Amvarisha, O Srinjaya, we hear, fell 
a prey to death. Alone be battled with a thousand times thousand kings. 
Desirous of victory, those foes, accomplished in weapons, rushed against 
him in battle from all sides, uttering fierce exclamations. Aided by his 
strength and activity and the skill he had acquired by practice, he cut 
oft. by the force of his weapons the umbrellas, the weapons, the stand* 
ards, the cars, and the lances of those enemies, and dispelled his 
anxieties.* Desirous of saving their lives, those men, duffing their coals 
of mail, implored him ( for mercy ». They sought his protection, saying, 
—We yield ourselves to theo I— Reducing them to subjection, and con- 
quering the whole car ilu he performed a hundred sacrifices of the best 
kind, according to the rites ordained in the scriptures, O sinless one ! 
Food possessed of every agreeable quality was eaten ( at those sacrifices ) 
by large classes of people. At those sacrifices, the Brahmanas were res- 
pectfully worshipped and greatly gratified. And the regenerate classes ate 
sweet -meats, and Furi.kas, and Fura t, and Popes and Siishhutis of good taste and 
large sise, and K%irambhat % and PrithumridwlhaS, and diverse kinds of 
well-dressed edibles, and various kinds of soup, and Moirey^ and 
RayakhdnduvaJ' and diverse kinds of confectionery, well -prepared, »ft, and 
of excellent fragrance, and clarified butter, and honey, and milk, 

and water, and sweet curds, and many kinds of fruit and rods 
agreeable to the Ustet And they that were ItabituMcd to wines, drank, 
in due time, diverse kinds of intoxicating drinks for die sake of the 
pleasure these produced, and sang and played upon their musical instru- 
ments. And others, by thousands, intoxicated with what they drank, 
danced and merr.ly sang hymns to the praise of Amvarisha ; while 
others, unable to bear them themselves crert, fell down on the earth. 
In those sacrifices, king Amvarisha gave, as sacrificial presents, the king- 
doms of hundreds and thousands of kings unto the ten millions of 
priest* ( employed by him ). Having performed diverse sacrifices, the 
kin* gave unto the Brahmanai, ns sacrificial presents, numbers of princes 
and kings whose coronal locks had undergone the sacred bath, all cased 



• The Bengal texts read this verse differently.— T. 

t The words in italics are names of Indian confectionery, prepared 
with wheat or barley, milk, and sugar ox honey. — T. 
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in roWco Coats of mail, all having white umbrellas spread over their 
heads, all seated on golden cars, all attired in excellent robes and 
having laTge trains of followers, ar.d al! bearing their sceptres and in 
possession of their treasures. The great IHshis, seeing what he did, were 
highly gratified, and said,— None amongst men in past times did, none 
in the future will be able to do what king Afflvaialli ol pcofu sc liberality 
is doing now 1— When he, O Sriojaya, dsed who was superior to thee 
in respect of ihe four cardinal virtue* and who, superior to tbcc, was 
much more superior to thy son, llxiu shauklst not, therefore, saying,— 
Oh Stvtttiya, Oh SwaiijiLr - grieve fur ihe latler who performed no sacrifice 
and made no sacrificial present I ] — * " 



SECTION LXV. 

"'—Narad* said.— [ King Casavindu, O Srinjiya. we hear, fell a 
prey to death. Of great beauty and prowess incapable of being hahled, 
he performed diverse ncsilkc*. That high-soulcd monarch had' one 
hundred thousand wives. From fetch of those wives were born a thousand 
sons. All those princes were endued with great prowess. They performed 
millions of sacrifices. Accomplished in ihe Vtdai % those kings performed 
many fotemeal of sacrifices. All of them were cased ( cn occasions of 
battle ) in golden coats of mail. And all of them were excellent bow- 
men. All there princes born of Casavindu performed Horse-sacrifices. 
Their father, O best of monarch*, in the Horse sacrifice* he performed, 
gave away, ( as sacrificial presents ), all tboae sons unto the Brahman**. 
Behind each of those princes were hundreds upon hundreds of Car* and 
elephants and fair maidens decked in ornament* of gold. With each 
maiden were s hundred elephants ; with each elephant, a hundred cars ; 
with ench car a hundred steeds decked in gori^d* of gold. With each 
of thoee steeds were a thousand kinc ; and with each cow were fifty 
goats. Tbe highly blessed Casavindu gate away unto the Brahmanas, in 
that great Horsc-aacrifit < •' hi* such unlimited wealth ! The king caused 
as many mcrifici&l stakes of gold to Le made for that great Hone* 
sacrifice of his as i* the num'iex, doubled, of sacrificial stakes of wood 
in other sacrifices of the kind. There were mountains of food nnd 
drink of tho height of about two miles each. Upon the completion of 
his Horse -sacrifice, thirteen such mountain i of food and drink remained 
( untouched \ His kingdom abounded with people that were concerned 
and welMed And it was free from oil inroads of evil and tbe people 
wctc perfectly happy. Hiring ruledjfor many long year*, C^arindu at lost 
ascended to heaven. When he died, 0 Srinjaya, who was superior to thee 
in respect of tbe four cardinal virtues and who, superior to thee was therefore, 
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much more superior to thy son, thou shouldst not, saying, — Oh Swaitya, 
Oh 5atftyn,""’ grieve far the Utter who performed no sacrifice and made 
no sicnficial present ! ] — * u 



SECTION LXVI 

11 ' — Naradn said,— [Gaya the son of AmartaiavAS, O Stirijay, we hear 
fell a prey to death. That king, for a hundred years, ate nothing but 
what remained of the labaikms of clarified butter poured into the firc- 
Agni ( gratified with this proof of great devotion ) offered to give him 
a boon. Gaya solicited the boon ( I* desired X saying,— I desire to 
bare a thorough knowledge of the Vtdai through ascetic penances, through 
practice of £riihma;harj<i t and of vows and rules, and through the 
grace of my superiors !• I desire also inexhaustible wealth, through 
practice of the duties of my own order and will to ill injury to otlicis! 
1 wish also that I may always be able to make gifts unto Brahmanas, 
with devotion ! Let me also procreate sons upon wives belonging to my 
own order and not upon others 1 Let me be able to give away food with 
devotion. I-et my heart always delights in righteousness I O { Agni ) thou 
supreme cleanser, let no impediment overtake me white I am engaged in acts for 
the attainment of religious merit ! — Saying— 5* bt i7, A^ni disappeared there 
and then. And Gaya alw>, acquiring all be had asked for, subjugated bis foes 
in fair light, King Gaya then performed, for a full hundred years, diverse 
kinds of sacrifices with profuse presents uoto the Brahmanas and the rows 
called Chaturmatjas and others. Every year, for a century, the king gave 
(unto the Brahmanas) one hundred and sixty thousand kine, ten thousand 
steeds, and one hundred thousand crores gold (tfrAfor) upon rising (on the 
completion of his sacrifices). Under every constellation also he gave away the 
the presents ordained foe each of those oocasions.t Indeed, the king per* 
formed various sacrifices like another Soma or another Angiiaa. lit his great 
Horse-sacrifice, king Gaya, making the Earth golden, gave her away unto the 
Brahmanas. In that sacrifice the stakes of king Gaya wctc all exceedingly 
costly, being of gold, decked with gctr.s, and delightful to all creatures. Cap- 
able of filling every wish, Gaya gave those stakes unto well -phased Brahmanas 
and other people. The diverse classes of creatures dwelling in the ocean, 
the woods, the islands, the rivers male and female, the wateis, the towns, the 
provinces, and even in heaven, were all gratified with wealth and food distri- 
buted at Gaya's sacrifices. And they all said,— No other sacrifice can coroe 



• Theae ate the methods by which he sought a knowledge of the 

T. 

t tfahshatra-dahskina is explained by NiLikanlba as Naikkira-tikilrtf 
Dakshina. T. 
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up to this one of Gaya J The sacrificial altar of Gaya was thirty Yajanat in 
length, six and twenty Yojanas in width, and twenty Ytjanai in height And 
it was nrade entirely of gold, and overspread with pearls and diaasond* 
and gem?. And he gave away this altar unto the Brahman**, as also robes and 
ornaments. And the munificent monarch also gave unto Dm Brahman** 
other presents of the king laid down (in the scriptures). Upon the completion 
of that sacrifice, five and twenty hills of food remained untouched, and many 
lakes and several beautifully flowing rivulets of Joey drinks, and many heaps, 
beside*, of robes and ornament?. And in consequer.ee of the merit of that 
great sacrifice, Gaya came to be well-known in the three worlds. And due 
to that sacrifice are the eternal Banian and the sacred Brahmatarat. When 
he died, O Srinjaya, who was superior to thee in respect of four cardinal virtues 
and who superior to ;hec. was, therefore, much more superior to thy son, thou 
ahouidst not, saying— Oh Ok Sa^7y<r,— gtieve for the Utter who 

performed no sacrifice and made no sacrificial present i) * ' 



SECTION LXVIf. 

4 14 Narad a said.— [Rantidm the son of Sinkriti, O Srinjaya, we hear, fell 
ft prey to death. That high-souled king had two hundred thousand cooks to 
distribute excellent food, raw and cooked, like unto Am>ita t unto the Brah- 
mans*, by day and by night, who might Conic to his house as guests.* The king 
gave away unto the Brahmanas his wea!th acquired by righteous means. 
Having studied the Vedat, he subjugated his foes in fair fight Of rigid vow* 
and always engaged in the due performance of sicrifices, counties* ant als, 
deauous of going to heaven, u*cd to come to him of their own accord. f So 
Urge was the number of animals sacrificed in the Agnikttra of that king that 
the secretions flowing frein bit kitchen from the heaps of skins deposited 
there caused a veritable river. And that river, from thi* circumstance, came 
to be called the Ckann*anw*ti* \ He incessantly gave away rtiskkas of bright 
gold unto the Brahmans. — I give thee tin's £ fa/ ! — I give thee niih&at I — tbeae 
were ibe words incessantly uttered by him. — I give thee — I give thee— saying these 
word* he gave away thousand* of nishkas. And once again, with soft words to 
the Brahmanas, he give away niskkas. Having given away, in course of n single 
day, one crocc of such coins 1 m thought that be Iwd given away very little. 
And therefore, he would give away many more. Who else is there that would 
t« able to give what he gave ? The king gave away wealth, thinking,— If 1 do 



♦ The Bengal reading of the second line of the second verse i* vicious. 
At any rate, t!>c Bombay reading is better. T. 

t Animals slain in sacrifices are believed to go to heaven, T. 

J Identified with the modem ChumabeL— T. 
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not give wealth into the liand* of Brahmanas, great and eternal grief, without 
doubt, will be mine 1 For a hundred years, every fortnight, he gave unto 
thousands of Brahmaoas a golden hull unto each, followed by a century of kine 
and eight hundred pieces of niMaj m AU the articles that were needed 
[ 01 his Agwhctra. and all that were needed for his other sacrifice*, he gave 
away unto the Rishi r. including Kartikas * and water-pots and plates and pons, 
and beds and cm pets and vehicle, and mansions and bouses, and diverse 
kinds of trees, and various kinds of viands. Whatever utensils and articles 
Rantideva possessed were all of gold They that are acquainted with the 
history of anc^nt limes seeing the superhuman affluence of Rantideva, 
sing this wng, th , — We have not seen such accumulated treasures even in the 
abode of Kuvcra ; what need be smd therefore, of human beings > And 
poopk wander ingly said,— Without doubt, the kingdom of Rantideva is made 
of goM.f On such nights when guests were assembled in the nbode of 
Rantideva, one and twenty thousand kmc were sacrificd ( for feeding them). 
And yet the royal cook, decked with begemmed ear rir.s, had to cry out, 
saying— Eat as much soup as you like, for, of meat, there is not as much 
today as in other days ! Whatever gold was left belonging to Rantideva, he 
gave even that remnant away unto the Brahmanns during the progress of one 
of his sacrifices. In his very sight the gods used to Like the libations of 
clarified butler poured into the fire for them and the Pitrii the food that was 
offer cd them in SradJAas. And all superior Brabraanas used to obtain from 
him (the means of gatifying ) all their desire?. When be died, O Sfinjayi, 
who wax superior to thee in respect of the four cardinal virttues and who, 
superior to thee was, therefore, much more superior to thy son, thou ihouldst 
not, spying — Oh SivMtya, Ok SwAty * , — grieve for the huter’who performed no 
sacrifice and made no sacr ftcial gift l\ 



SECTION XUX 

■■ 4 — h'aiada said,— [Dush man la’s son Bharau, O Srinjaya, we hear, fell 
a prey to death. While only a child (tiring) in the forest, he achieved 
feats incapable of being achieved by others. Endued with great strength, 
he speedily deprived the very lions, white as snow and aimed with teeth 
and daws, of all their prowess, and dragged them and bound them (at 
hi* pleasure). He used to check tigers also, that were fiercer and mure 
ruthless (than lxwis), and bring them to subjection. Seizing otter beasts 



♦ A kind of vcsccl by Brahmano* others for begging, — T. 
t Vaswokiara means made “of gold.'* It i* a feminine adjective. The 
Mibataniive is omitted. I think the passage may mean— “The city of Runtideva 
is mode i>l gold." — T, 
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of prey possessed of great might, and even huge elephants, dyed with red 
arsenic and sotted with other liquid minerals, by their teeth and tusk?, 
he used to bring them to subjection, reining their mouths to become dry 
or obliging them to fly away. Possessed of great might, be used also to 
drag the mightiest of buffalos. And in consequence of his strength, he 
checked proud lions by hundreds, and powerful Srimaras and horned 
rhinoceroses and other animals. Binding them by their necks and crushing 
them to an inch of their lives, be u?*d to let them go. For those feats 
of his, the regenerate ascetics (with whom he lived) came to call him 
SarKaJaniana (the controller of all). His mother at last forbade him to 
torture animals in that way. Tidued uiih great prowess he performed a 
hundred Horae-sacrifices on the banks of Yamuna, three hundred such 
sacrifices oo the hanks of Sarasvati, and four hundred on the banks of 
Gangs. Having performed these si orifices he once more performed a thou- 
sand Horse-sacrifices and a hundred Bijataya*, grsat sacrifices, in which 
his gifts also to the Brahraanas were very profuse. Other sacrifices, again, 
such as the Apdsht^m o % the Atiratra, the Vkikya and the Vltttajti, he 
performed together with thousands and thousands of Vajafeyas > and com- 
pleted without any impediment. The son of Sikuntala, having performed 
all these, gratified the Brahmanas with presents of wealth. Possessed of 
great fame, Bharata then gave ten thousand billions of coins, made of the 
most pure gold, unto Kanvra (who had brought tip hit mother Sakuntaln 
os his own daughter). The gods with Indra at their head, accompanied 
by the Brahmanas, mating to his sacrifice, set up his sacrificial stake 
made entirely of gold and measuring in width a hundred Vyamas* And 
the imperial Bharata of noble soul, that victor over all foes, that monarch 
never conquered by any enemy gave away unto the Brahmanas beautiful 
horaes and elephants and cars, decked with gold, and beautiful gems of 
all kinds, and camels and goats and sheep, and slaves— male and female— 
and wealth, and grain and milch cows with calves, and villose* and 
fields, and diverse kinds of robes, numbering by millions and million*. When 
be died, 0 Srinjaya, who was superior to thee in respect of the four cardinal 
virtues and who, superior to thee, was, therefore, much more superior to 
thy son, thou shouldsl not, saying— Oh S&aiey/t, Ok Sttaifya, — grieve lor 
tlie latter who performed no sacrifice and mode no sacrificial present !]— ' w 



♦ A ryaava is the space between the two arms extended at thciT furthest. — .T 
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SECTION LKIX. 

‘Narada said.— (Vena's son, king Prithu, O Srinjaya, we tear, fella 
prey lo death, In the Kafaimj* sacrifice lie performed, the great RiMs 
installed him as Emperor (of the world), He vanquisted all, and through 
his achievements, became known (all over the world). For this he came 
to he called Prithm (the celebrated^ And because he protected all people 
from wounds and injuries, for this he became a true Kikatnya* Behold- 
ing Vena's son Prithu, all his subjects said,— Wc are highly pleased with 
hina !— In consequence of this affection that he enjoyed of his subjects 
he rime to 1* called a AViyu.t During the time nf Prithu, the Earth, 
without being cultivated, yielded crops in sufficiency. All Kite kine, again, 
yielded milk whenever they were touched. Every lotus was full of Ivoncy. 
The Kusa blades were all nf gold, aggreeable lo the touch, and other- 
wise delightful. And the subjects of Prithil made cloths of those blades 
and the bed* nlso on which they lay. All the frtiits wore soft and sweet 
and like unto Amril a (in taste). And theie commuted the food of his 
subjects none amongst whom had ever tu starve. And all men in Prithu'* 
time were hale. And all their wishes were crowned with fruition. They 
had nothing to fear. On trees or in eaves, they dwelt as they liked. 
His dominions were not distributed into provinces and towns. The people 
lived happily and in joy as each desired. Wtioit kin.: Prithu went to the 
sea, the waves became solid. The very mountains used to yield him 
openings that he might pass through them. The standard of his car never 
broke (obstructed by anything). Once on a time, the tail tree? of 
forest, the mountains, the gods, the Aiumt, men, the snakes, the seven 
AtfMfr, the Afuras* and the FUHt % all came to Prithu seated at his ease, 
and addressing him, said. — Thou art our Emperor ! Thou ait king ! Thou 
art our protector and father ' Thou art our Lord I Therefore, O great 
king, give us boons after our own beans, through which we may, fox ever, 
obtain gratification and joy !’ Unto them Prithu the son of Vena said, — 
So he it 1— Then taking up his Ajafrtva bow! and some terrible arrows 
the like of which existed not, he reflected for a moment He then 
addressed the Barth, saying,— Come quickly, O Earth 1 Yield to these the 
milk they desire l From that, blessed l>e thou. I will give them the food 
they solicit !— Thus addressed by him, the Earth said, — It behoveth thee, 
O hero, to regard me as tby daughter !— Prithu answered.— So be it !— 
And then that great ascetic having his passions under control, made all 



. , LiteraJIy, a Athatriya is one that rescues another from wounds and 
injuries,— T. 

\ ^ one who enjoys the effections of his p-nple, and with whom they 
are delighted. — T. 3 

♦ The bow of Civa, otherwise called Pituka.— T. 
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arrangements (for milking the Eertb). Then the entire assemblage of 
creature* began to milk the Earth. And firs! of all the tall tree* of the 
forcer rose for milking her. The Earth then, full of affection, stood there 
desiring a calf, a milker, and vessels (wherein to hold the milk). Then the 
blossoming Saia became the calf, the banian became the milker, torn buds 
became the milk, arul tie auspicious 6* tree became the vessel, r Next, the 
mountains milked her \ The Eastern hBf, whereon the $uu riser, bc- 
came the calf ; tbe prince of mountains, pm., Mctu, l»ecan»e the milker : 
the diverse gems and deciduous herbs became the milk ; and the stone* 
became the vessels ( foe holding that milk ). Next one of the gods 
became the milker, and all things capable of bestowing energy and 
strength became the Coveted milk. The AsuraS then milked the Earth, 
having wine for tlvcir milk, and using mi unbaked |»ot lor their 
vessel In that act, Uwimurddlian became the milker, and VirochatlA 
the calf. Then human beings milked tl»c Earth for cultivation and 

cro|». Tbc Self-create Manu hccunc their calf, and Prithu hinibeli 

the milker. Next the Snakes milked the Earth, getting poison 
as the milk, and using a Vtfspi Httdc of a gourd. DhrittrasLt ra 
became the milker, and Tukdiaka the caff. The sexen Jtiihit, capable 
of producing ever> thing by their fiat/ then milked the Eattb, getting 
tl>c l r tdas as their mijk. Vrihaaptli became tbe milker, the CkkantLu 
were the vessel, and the excellent Sams, tbe calf. Tlic Kt4r£df,- milking 
the Earth, got the power of disappearance nt will as ibe milk, in an 
unbaked pot. Vftiscav&na ( Kuvcra ) became their milker, and Vrishadb- 
dbaja their calf. The GanJuanai and the Aptatni milked all fragrutii 
perfumes in a vessel nude of a lotus leaf. Chitraratha became their 
calf, and the pui*6ant Viswarucbi ihctr milker. The ntris milked the 

Earth, getting Swaha as their milk in a vessel of silver. Vania the 

son of Vivas irat became their calf, and i, tbc Destroyer AnMhi ) their 
milker. Even thus was the Earth milked by that assemblage of creatures 
who all got for milk what they each desired. The very calves and 
vessels employed by them are existing to this day and may always be 
soon. The powerful Prithu the sou of Vena, performing various sacri- 
fices, gratified all creatures in respect of all their desire ;> by gifts of 
articles agreeable to their hear.* And he caused golden images to bt* 
nude of every article on Earth, and bestowed them all on the Brahma* 
nas at his great Horse -sacri Ace. r Tbc king caused six and sixty thou- 
sand elephants to be made of guld, and all those be gave away onto 
the Hrabnunas. And this wlrole forth also the king caused to be decked 



* AJtlishtakarmaH, literally, one who is never fatigued with work ; hence, 
one capable of ubtaing the results of action by a mere flat of tbe will. It may 
also mean, of unspotted acta— T. 

t Parfhivas , L relaing to the Earth.— T. 
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with jewels and genii and gold, and gave her away unto the Brabnl- 
anas. When he died, O Srinjaya, who was superior to thee as regards 
the four cardinal virtues and who, superior to thee, was, therefore, much 
more superior to thy son, thou should st not, saying— Ok Swdtyd, Oh 
?.rwi7y*x, — grieve for the latter »U> performed no sacrifice and made no 
sacrificial present 1 ] — ' M 



SUCTION LXX. 

Narada said,— { Even the great a**tic Kama, that b«ro worship- 
ped by all heroes, that son of Jamadagni, of great fame, will die, with- 
out being contented < with the period uf bis hfe ) ! Rooting out all 
evils from tbe earth, lie caused the primeval Kitf.i to set in. Having 
obtained unrivall.d prosperity, no fault could be seen in him.* Hb 
father having been sldn and his calf having been ito'cn by the Ksba 
triyas, be without any boast, slew Karttavir ra who Imd ncrer been van 
•juished before by foes. With his bow be slew foui and sixty times ten 
ihotu&nd Ksbatiiyas already within the jaws of death. In that slaughter 
were included fourteen thousand Lrabauua Larin., Ktluariyas of the 
Dantabiti* country, ah of whom be slew. Of the Haihayas, he slew n 
thousand with bis short dub. a thousand with bis svroid, and a thousand 
by hanging.! Heroic warriors, with their cars, steeds, and elephants, lay 
dead on tbe field, xlkin by the wise son of Janmdtgni, enraged 
at the slaughter of his father. And Rania, on that occasion, 
slew ten thousand Kdatriyas with his m lie could not quietly 
bear the funous speeches uttered by those (foes of bis). And when many 
foremost of Brahmanas uttered exclamations, mentioning die name of Kama 
of Bhrigu’s race,! then the valiant son of Jamadagni, proceeding against 
the Kashmir**, the Darados, the Kuntis, the Ksbudrakas, die Malavas, the 
Angas, tiie Vangas, the Kilingas, the Videbaa, the TatnralipUkas, the 
Rakshovabas, iHe Vitabotraa, the Trigartas, tbe MartikavaUs, counting by 
thousands, slew them all by means of his whetted shafts. Proceeding 
from province to province, be thus slew thousands of crores of Kslutriyas. 
Creating a deluge of blood and filling many lakes also with blood as red 
as In&rajofxikai or the wild fruit called I’anJujiva, and bringing all the 



* Tbe first line o! the verse, I think, has been correctly explained by 
Nilakantha. Tbe parapbase is ya /mam Mumm Sukhmm kurvau aJyam (f./.,) 
a liyam anufiarysfi riwd, — T. 

t The Bombay teat adds tome verses here which do not occur in the 
Bengal text*. — T. 

t K. P. Sinha makes a ludicrous blunder in reading this line.— T, 
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eighteen islands {of which the Earth is composed) under hid subjection, 
that son of Bhrigu's rare performed a hundred sacrifices of great merit, 
all of which he completed and in all of which the presents be made 
unto the Brahnunas weie profu**. The sacrificial altar, eighteen nttfas 
high, made entirely of gold, and constructed according to the ordinance, 
full of diverse kinds of jewels and gems and decked with hundreds of 
standards, and this Earth abounding with domestic and wild animats, were 
accepted by K&iyapa a* the sacrificial present made unto hint by Rama 
the son of Jiunadagni. And Rama also ga\e him many thousands of 
prodigious elephants all adorned with gold- Indeed, freeing the Eanli 
from all Tobbers, and nuking her teem with honest and graceful inhabi- 
tants, Kama gave her away to Katya pa at his great Horse sacrifice. 
Having divested the Earth of Kstatltyas for one and twenty times, and 
having performed hundreds of sacrifices, the puissant hero gave away the Earth 
to the Brahman**. And it was Mancha < fCasyapa j wIk> accepted from bioi the 
JCaith with her seven islands. Then Kasyapa nid unto Rama,— Gu out 
ul the Earth, at my command ! — At the word of Kasyipa, that fore- 
most of warrior*, desirous of obeying the Brahmans* bel>est. caused by 
iiis arrows the very ocean to stand aside, and rcparing.to th.it best of 
mountains called Mahcndra. continued to live thcTe. Even that uiib.inccr 
uf the fame of the Bbrigua, possessed of such numberless virtues, tlwt 
famous son of /unad^i, of great splendour, will die ' Superior tu 
thee a* regards the fouT ordinal virtues and much more superior to 
thy son, ( even he a ill die > I Do not, therefore, grieve for thy son 

who pei/uuued no sacrificial present. All these, supurior to thee as 
regard* the four cardinal virtues and as regards also a hundred other 
merits, all these foremost of men, have died, O Srinjaya, and they tbit 
are like them wiOfalso die 1 J— ' M 



SEcrroN lxxi. 

•'’Vyasa said, — Hearing these sacred histones uf fbtoen kings, capable 
ul enluudng the period of life (of the listener >, king Snnjaya remain- 
ud silent without saying anything. The illustrious JtUki Nan da then 
said unto him thus sitting silent,— ( O thou of great fp^endour, bast 
thou lieird these histories recited by me, and hast thou caught their 
meaning ? Or, are all these lost like os SnuUha performed by a person of the 
regenerate classes having a Sudra^ wife ! j— ' Thus addressed, Srmjaya 
relied with Joined hands,— [ O thou that lost wealth uf asceticism, 
having listened to these excellent and praiseworthy histories of ancient 
royal sages ail of whom ^formed great sacrifices with profuse presents 
unto the Brahman as, my grief bitb all been dispelled by wondeT, like 
the darkness that is dispelled by the rays of the Sun ! I have now 
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been cleansed oi my aina, and I do riot feel any |uin now. Tell me, wlwt 
shall I do now ! ] 

“ Narada said,— [ By Rood luck it it that tliy grief hath been dis- 

tilled l Solicit tUou| tbc boon that thou desires* I T!x>u wilt obtain all 
that them uiuyxl ask ! We never say what ifi fuJ&e l )* 

u *— Srinytya taid,— [|I am happy with even ibis, rrV, that tliuu, O 
holy one, art gratified with me ! He with whom Uiou, O holy one, art 
gratified, hath nothing unobtainable here ! ] 

M *— Narada said ,— [ I will once more give thee tby son who was fruit- 
lessly fUin by the robbers, taking him out ol terrible bell like an animal 
slaughtered in a sacrifice ! ] — 

“’Vyasa said,— Tlien the son of Srinjaya, of w.-ndcrful splendour, 
appeared, that child resembling the son of Kuvera himself, Intoned 
by the gruliiicd JNM ( on the bereaved father ). And King Srinjaya, 
once more meeting with his son, became highly delighted. And lie 
performed many meritorious sacrifice*, giving away profuse sacrificial 
presents ujiofi completion. Srinpya's son bad not fulfilled the purpwes 
of his being. He had performed no sacrifice and had no children. 
Destitute of bravery, be had peiiahed miserably and not in battle. It 
was fur ibis reason that he could be brought back into life .♦ As regards 
Abbinianyu, he was lifivc and heroic. He hath fulfilled the purposes ol 
life, fur the brave aim of Subbadra, having blasted his Iocs by tlkoumnds, 
hath left tbc world, lulling in the field of buttle I Those inexhaustible 
regions that are attainable by Bmhma<h<irya % by knowledge, by acquaintance 
with the scriptures, by foremost of *Acrifk*s, even those have been obtained 
by thy son. Men ol knowledge always desire heaven by their righteous 
deeds. They that arc living in heuveu never ptefer tin* world tu Iteuvcn. 
Thcrcfore, it is not easy fur any desirable thing that might lurr been 
unatlained by him to bring back into the world Arjuna's kmi slain in 
battle and now residing in heaven. Thy son tus attained to that eternal 
goal which is attained by tv/ies with eyes shut in contemplation oi by 
performers of great sacrifices or people possessed of great ascetic merit 
After death attaining a new body, that hero is shining like a king in hi* 
own immortal rajs. Indeed, Abhirounyu has once more got bit own 
body of lunar essence that is desirable by all regenerate [vramis. He 
deserveth not thy grief Knowing ibis, be quiet, and slay tby foos. J.ei 
fortitude be thine. O sinless one it is the living that stand in need 
of our grief, and not tbey that have attained to heaven. His sins increase 
O king, for whom the living grieve. Therefore, he that is wise, abandon- 
ing grief, should strive for (the) benefit (of the dead). The living nun 



• SennaJrfkai, i-*., dad in mail.— T. 

t The Bengal Trading Dtvijaidhiiam is certainly better than the Bombay 
read mg DwfycHUm although Ndakanth* explains am as akkimataw,—'?. 
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should think of the Joy, the glory, and the happiness (of the dead). 
Knowing: this, the wise never indulge in grief, for grief is grief. Know 
this to he true.’ Rise tip Srrivo (to achieve thy purpose) 1 Do not 
grieve ! Thou hast heard of the origin of Death, and her unexampled 
penances, a? also the impartiality of her behaviour towards all creatures. 
Thou hast heard that prosperity is unstable. Thou haw heard how the 
dead son of Srinjaya was revived. O learned king, do not grieve I Peace 
he to thee, I go I— Having said this holy Vyatt disappeared then 
and there. Upon the departure of that master of speech, that foremost 
of intelligent persons, m., the holy Vyaw, whose colour was like that of 
the clouded iky, Yudhishthira, having derived consolation in consequence 
of what he had beard about the sacrificial merit and prosperity of those 
great monarch* of olden times possessed c( energy equal to that of the 
great Indra himself and all of whom had acquired wealth by righteous means, 
mentally applauded those illustrious persons and became freed from grief. Once 
more however, with a melancholy bean he Diked himself, anying, — What shall 
we say unto Dhxnanjaya ?’ 99 



SECTION LWII 

“Sin jay a said,— 4 When that terrible day, so fraught with the slaughter 
of crcatiirrs. departed, and when the sun sc*, the beautiful twilight of 
the evening spreadlitself The troop#, O bull of Bharata's race of both parties, 
had retired to their tents. Then the apc*barnered Jishnu. having slain 
large numbers ui Stimsaff.Uas b> moans of his celestial weapon* 
proceeded towards his tent, mounted on that victorious cat of hi* And 
as he was proceeding, he asked Govirvda, with voice choked in tears, — 
Why is my heart afrighted, O Kesava, and why doth my speech falter 7 
TCvil omens encounter me, and my limbs are weak l Thoughts of disaster 
[Muses* my mind without leaving it. Oa earth, in all sides, various omens strike 
me with fear • Of many kinds are those omens and indications, and seen 
everywhere, foreboding dire calamity 1 Is it ah right with my venerable 
superior, t»s., the king, with all his friends ? — 

•* ‘Vasudesa said,— It is evident that everything is right with thy 
brother and his friends. Do not grieve, some trifling evil in another 
direction will Happen. 

4 ‘San java cominued^-Then those two heroes, (efr., 'Krishna and Arjuna), 
having adored the twilight,* mounted on their car and proceeded, talking 
of that day’s battle destructive of heroes. Having achieved feat* 
exceedingly difficult of accomplishment, Vasudeva and Arjuna at last reached 



• Twilight is herself the goddess who is supposed to be adored by certain 
prayers and on the occasion —T, 




144 



MAHABHARATA 



the i Panda'. a) encampment. Then that 9layer of hostile heroes wY, 
Vibhatsu, beholding tbe etmp joyless :ind melancholy and everything to 
be in confusion, addressed Krishna with an agonised heart, and said. — 
O Jrniard&vna, no auspicious trumpet blows today, its bhsts mingled with 
the beat cf drums and the loud blare of conches ! The sweet Vina also 
is nowhere played upon in accompanimet with slapping of palms.* Aus- 
picious and delightful ion** fraught with praise are nowhere recited or 
sung by out bards amongst the troops ! Tbe warriors also, beholding me, 
all Teeede, hanging down their heads ! They do not tell me, as before, 
of tbe feats achieved by them ! O Midhavn, w it all right with my 
brothers to day ? Beholding our own men plunged in grief, 1 know no peace ! 
Is it all right, O giver of honors, with the ruler of live Pandulai, or 
Virata, or all our warriors, O tlvou of unfading glory ? Alas, Subhadra'* 
*on, ever cheerful, doth not to day, with his brothers, come out with smile* 
to receive tne returning from battle I— 

*Sanja>a said,— Thus conversing, those two, (ms , Krishna and Arjuna), 
entered their own camp. And they ww that the Pitudai&s, all cheerless, 
wete sitting, plunged into great grief. Beholding his brothers and sons, 
the ape-bannered Arjuna became very cheerless. Not seeing the son of 
Subhadra theie, Arjuna said,— Pale is the color I behold of the faces 
of you all l 1 do nor, again, see Abhimar.yu I Nor doth be come to con- 
gratulate me I I beard that Drona had to-day formed the circular array. 
None amongst you, save the hoy Abbimanyu, could hreak that army. 
], however, did not teach him bow to come out of that array, 
after having pierced it. Did you cause the boy to enter tbal array ? 

Hath that slayer of hostile heroes, tvs., the son of Subhadra, that mighty 

bowman, having pierced that array, through numberless warriors of tike 
enemy in battle, fallen at last in the fight ? Oh, tell me how that hero, 

of mighty arms and red eyes, born (in out line) like n lion on the 

mountain breast, and equal unto tbe younger brother of Indra himself, 
hath fallen on the field of battle ! What warrior, deprived of his senses 
by Death ventured to slay dial dear son of Subhadra, that favourite of Draupadi 
and Kesava, that child ever loved by Kunti ? Equal unto the high-snuled 
Vrishni hero Kesava himself in prowess and learning and dignity, how 
hath he been slain on the field of battle ? 'Die favourite son of that 
daughter of the Vrishni race, always cherished by me, alas, if I do not 
see him I will repair to the abode of Varna ! With locks ending in 
soft curls, of tender years, with eyes like those of a young gaxclle, with 
tread like that of an infuriate elephant, tall like a SaJa offshoot, of sweet 
speech accompanied with smiles, Quiet, ever obedient to tbe behests of 
his superiors, acting like one of mature years though tender in age, of agree- 
able speech, reft of vanity, of great courage Mid great energy, of large 

■ Tht9e slaps mark the^cadences,— T. 
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cye« resembling lotus petal?, kind to those devoted to him. self-rosiraincd, 
nex-cr following anything mean, grateful, possessed of knowledge, accomplished 
in weapons, unretresting from battle, always defighting in fight, and 
enhancing the fears of foes, engaged in the welfare of kinsmen, desirous 
of victory unto bis sires, never striking first, perfectly fearless in battle, 
alas, if I do not behold that son, I will repair to the abode of Yama f 
In the tale of car-warriors always reckoned as a Makamt/u^ superior to me 
one and a half times, of tender years, of mighty arms, o\er dear to 
Praddyumna aryl Kesava and myself, alas, if I dn not behold that son I 
will rqxiir to the abode of Yama ! Of beautiful nose, of beautiful 
forehead, of fair eyes and eyebrows and lips, if I do not be- 
hold that face what peace can my heart have ? Melodious as the voice 
of the male K*iki!a, delightful, and sweet as the warblings of the Fins, 
without listening to his voice what peace can my heart have ? Hts beauty 
was unrivalled, fare even among the celestials I Without casting ray eyes 
on that form, what peace can ray bean have ? Accomplished in saluting 
(his superiors) with reverence, and always obedient to the behests of hit 
sires, alas, if I do not behold him #bat peace can ray heart have ? Brave 
in battle, accustomed to every luxury, deserving of the softest bed. alas, 
he sleepdh to-day on the bare Earth as if there it none to take care of 
him although he is the foremost of those that have protectors to look 
after them ! He on whom, while on his bed, the foremost of beautiful 
women used to attend, ala*, he, mangled with shafts, will have inauspicious 
jackal’s, prowling over the field, to attend upon him to-day ! He who was 
formerly awaked from his slumbers by singers and bards and panegyrists, alas, 
he will to-day he surely awaked by discordant beasts of prey ! That beautiful 
face of his eminently deserved to he shaded by the umbrella 1 Alas, the dust 
of the battle-field will surely hegrim it to-day 1 O child, unfortunate that 1 
am, death forcibly takes thee away from me, who «as never satiated with 
looking at thee 1 Without doubt, that abode of Yama. which ss always the 
goal of persons of righteous deeds, that delightful mansion, illumined to-day 
by thy awn splendours, is rendered exceedingly beautiful by thee 1 Without 
doubt, Yama and Varuna and Satakratu and Korera, obtaining thee as a 
favourite guest, are making much of thy heroic self ‘ Thus indulging in 
diverse lamentations like a merchant whose vessel has been drowned, 
Arjuna, afflicted with great grief, asked Yudishthira, saying, — O thou of 
Kuru> race, hath be ascended to heaven, having caused a great slaughter 
among the enemy and contended with foremost warriors in the face of 
battle ? Without doubt, while contending single-handed with foremost 
of warriors countless in number and fighting with vigor and resolution, 
bis heart turned towards me fiom desire of help 1 While afflicted by 
Kama and Drcna and Kripa and others with sharp shafts diverse kinds 
and bright points, my 90n of little strength, must have repeatedly thought — 
My j after will in tkii prtst Ac my resater !— I think, while indulging in such 
19 
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lamentations he was felled on the ground by cruel winioci I Or, perhaps, 
when be was begotten by me, when he was the nephew of Madbavo, 
when be was born in Subhadra, he could not have uttered such exclama- 
tions I Without doubt, n»y heart, hard as it is, i* made of the essence 
of the thunder, since it breaketb not even though l do not behold that 
mighty armed hero of red eye* I How could those mighty bowmen of 
cruel hearts shoot iheir decp-picTcing shafts upon that child of tender 
years who again, was my son and the nqtfiew of Vasudeva ? That 
noble-hearted youth who, coming forward every day, used to congratulate 
me, alas, why doth he not present himself to-day to me when I come 
hack having slain the foe ? Without doubt, overthrown, he lietb to day 
on the bare eartli bathed in blood I Beautifying the Earth with his 
body, he lieth like the Sun fallen (from the firmament) I I grieve for 
Subhodra, who, hearing of the death in battle of l*r tin retreating son, 
will, afflicted with lonow, cast away he* life S What will Subhadra, 
missing Abhimanyu, say unto me ? What also will Droupadi say unto 
me ? Afflicted with giief as they ate what also slmll l say unto them ? With- 
out doubt, ray heart is made of the essence of the thunder, Bincc it 
hreaketh not into a thousand fragment* at the sight of my weeping 
daughter-in-law pierced with grief I Tire leonine shouts of the Dhartarnshtras 
swelling with pride did, indeed, enter my ears l Kristina also had heard 
Yuyutsu censuring the heroes (of the Dhartarathtra army in these words): 
—Ye mighty car-warriors, having been unable to vanquish Vibhatsu, and 
having slain only a child, why do ye rejoice I Ye unrighteous one*, ye 
will won feel the might of the Pandavas I Why, having done wbat is 
d iagreeabl* to those two, r iz % Keiava and Arjutia, in battle, why do 
you in joy roar like lions when truly the hour for your sorrow is come ■ 
The fruits of this sinful deed of yours will soon overtake you 1 Heinous 
is the crime perpetrated by you 1 How long will it not bear ils fruits ? 
— Rebuking them in these words, the high-souled wn of Dhriumshtra 
by his Vaisya wife, went away, casting off his weapons, afflicted with rage 
and grief I O Krishna, why did you not tell me all alias during the battle ? 
I would then have consumed all those car-warriors of cruel hearts 1— 

"Sanjaya continued,— ‘Then Vasudeva, comforting Partha who was 
afflicted with grief on account ;of his son, who m as exceedingly thoughtful, 
whose eyes were bathed in tears, and who was, in fact overwhelmed 
with this sorrow caused by the slaughter of bis child, said unto him, 
— Do not yield so to grief 1 This is the way of all brave, unretuming 
heroes, especially of Kshatriyas, whose profession is battle l O foremost 
of intelligent men, even this is the goal ordained by Die authors of our 
scriptures for unretieating heroes engaged in battle I Death is certain for 
heroes that do not retreat ! There is no doubt that Abhimanyu hath 
ascended to those regions that are reserved for persons of righteous acts l 
O bull ot Bbarala's race, even this is coveted by all that are brave, ui , 
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that they may die in battle, facing their foe* ! As regards t> bhiraanyu, 
be having skin in battle many heroic and mighty princes, Hath met with 
that death in the face of battle which is coveted by Heroes I Do not 
grieve, O tiger among men I The legislators of old have declared this to 
be the eternal merit of the Kshatriyaa, r/s. t their destruction in battle I 

0 best of the Bharatas, these brothers of thine arc all exceedingly cheerless 
as also these kings, and these thy friends, seeing thee plunged into 
grief! O giver of honors, comfort these in consoling words 1 That which 
should be known is known to thcc I It behoseth thee not to grieve I— 
Thus comforted by Krishna of wonderful deeds, Partha then said these 
words unto all his brothers, in a voice choked with sorrow O lord of 
Kartb, I desire to hear how the mighty-armed Abhiinanyu, how that hero ol 
large eyes resembling lotus petals, fought ? Ye will see that I will exterminate 
the foe with his elephant* and car* and steed*, I will exterminate in 
battle those slayers of my son with all their followers and kinsmen 2 Ye 
all are accomplished in arm*. Ye all were armed with weapons. How 
then could Subhadras son be slam even if it were the uitlder of the 
thunder bolt himself with wboiu he fought ? Alas, if 1 had known that 
Pan divas and the Panchalas would tc unable to protect my *>n in battle. 

1 myself would then hare protected him ! Ye were then on your cars. 
Ye were shooting your shafts. Ala*, bow then could Abhiuunyu be skin 
by the foe causing a groat carnage in your ranks ? Alas, ye have no 
nunline**, nor have ye any proweis, since in the very sight of you all 
was Abhiinanyu skin I Or, I should chide my owrv self, since knowing 
that ye all are weak, cowardly, and irre»o!ute, I went away 1 Alia, arc 
your coits of mail and weapons of ail kinds only ornaments for decking 
your petsons, and were words given you only for speaking assemblies, that 
ye failed to protect my aon (even though ye were clad in mail, armed from 
head to foot, and even though ye had assured me in words of your 
competence) ?— Having said these words, Partha sat down, bolding the 
bow and his excellent sword. Indeed, none could, at that time, even 
look at Vibbatsu who then resembled the Destroyer himself in wrath, 
repeatedly drawing long breaths. None of his friends or kinsmen could 
venture to look at oc speak unto Arjuna as he sat there exceedingly 
afflicted with griei on account of his son and with face bathed in tears. 
None : indeed could address him, save Vasudcva or Yudhishthira. These 
two, under all circumstances, were acceptable to Arjuna. And because 
they were highly reverenced and dearly loved, therefore, could they alone 
address him at such limes. Then king Yudhishihita, addressing Partha 
of eyes like lotus petals, who was then filled with rage and exceedingly afflicted 
with grief on account of the death of his mn, said these words. 
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SECTION LXX1II. 

•'Yudhishthira said,— O mighty-armed one, after thuu hadsl gone toward* 
the army of the S 'amsaftoMa^ the preceptor Drona made fierce endeavours 
for seizing me. We succeeded, however, In resisting Drona at the head 
0 i bis array at ail prints. having, in that hittie, disposed uur vigorously- 
contendin * car-division* in counter-array. Held in check by a large number 
of warriore, and myself also having been well protected, Drona began to 
smite us with great activity, afflicting us with his whetted shafts. Thus 
afflicted by him, we could not then even g are at his army, far less pierce 
it in battle. All of us then, addressing thy son by Subhadra, who 
[was equal to thyself, O lord, in prowess, said unto him, 
O son, pierce this array of Drona] l— That valorous hero thus 
urged by us, then sought, like a good horse, to take that burden 
on himself however unbearable it might lave been (of him. Endued as 
he was with thy energy, aided by that knowledge of weapons which lie 
derived from thee, that child then penetrated unto that array tike Garuda 
penetrating into live ocean. As regards ourselves, ue followed that hero, dial 
son of Subhadra, desirous in, in that battle, of penetrating (into the 
Dharaiarashtra army) by the same path by which Abbimanyu had entered it 
Then, O sire, the wretched king of tbe Sindhu?, rfs., Jayadrulba, in conse- 
quence of the boon granted to hiiu by Rudrj, checked all of us 2 Thuu Drona 
KtipA and Kama and Drona' s son, and the king of the KoaiLu, and Kriuv.it- 
uun, tbeie six car-warriors, surrounded tbe a of Subludra Having 
surrounded that child, all those great rar-warriors, — too many for hiiu although 
he was contending to tbe utmost of bis power, deprived him of his car. After 
he had been deprived of his car, Dussasana't *m, though he himself had a 
hair-br«adth escape, succeeded, os chance would lave it, in making 
Abhiman yu, meet with his end. A regards Abbimanyu, he, having 

slain many thousands of men and steeds and elephants, and eight 
thousand cars, and once more nine hundred elephants, two thousand princes, 
and a large numbeT of heroic warriors unknown to fame, and despatching 
in that battle king Vrihadvaia also to heaven, at last, through 111 luck, met with 
bis own dealk Thus bath occurred this fact tlot so enhances our grief 1 That 
tiger among men lath even thus ascended to heaven t Hearing these 
words utterrd by king Yudhishthira, Arjuna, saying -* Ok ten '.—and breathing a 
deep sigh, fell down on the earth in great pain. Then all the warriors of the 
Pandavas, surrounding Dhanjaya with cheerless faces began, filled with grief, to 
look at one another with winkles* eyes. Recovering consciousness then, 
Vasava’s son became furious with rage. He seemed to be in a feverish tremor, 
and sighed frequently. Squeezing his hands, drawing deep breaths with eyes 
bathed in tears, and casting his glances like a madman, be said these words.— 

“ * Arjuna said,— Truly do I swear that tomorrow I will slay Jayadratha ! 
H from fear of death be doth not forsake the Dhartarashtras, or implore 
our protection or the i- rotation, of Krishna that foremost of men, or 
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of thine, O king, I shall assuredly ally him tomorrow 1 Forgetting his 
friendship foe me, engaged in doing what it agreeable to Dbriurashtra’s 
son, that wretch is the cause of the child’* slaughter t Tomorrow 1 
will slay him ! Whoever they may be tnai will encounter me in battle 
tomorrow for protecting Lieu, be it Drona or Kripa, O king, I will 
cover them all with my arrows!- Ye bulls among men, if I do not 
achieve even this in ( tomorrow's ) battle, let me not attain the regions 
reserved for the righteous, ye foremost of heroes ! Those regions that 
are for them that sky their mothers or for them that slay their fathers, 
or them that violate their preceptors' beds, or them that are vile and 
wicked, or them that cherish envy against the righteous or them that 
speak ill of others, or them that appropriate the wealth conhdingly 
deported with them by others, or them that are betrayers of trusts, cu 
Lhetn that speak ill of wives enjoyed by ibeui before, or them that 
lave slain Buhuianas, of them that lave killed kine, or them that eat 
sugared milk and rice, or food prepared of larky, or pother&s, or 
dishes prepared of milk, sessa num, and rice, or thin cake* of powdered, 
barley fried in cliriiied butter, or c-ther kinds of cake*, ur meat, with- 
out having dedicated tho same to the gods, — even those regions ahaf 
speedily be mine if I do not flay Jayadratha ! Those regions to which 
they go that olfcr insult* to Brabmanas devoted to the study of the 
Firitf/ or otherwise worthy of respect or to thoee that are their precep- 
tors, ( those region* shall speedily be mine if I do not sky Jayadratha l ) 
That end which becomes theirs who touch Brahmanas or fire with the 
feet, that end which become* theirs who throw phlegm and excrete and 
eject urine into the water, even that miserable end shall be mine 
if I do not sky Jayadratha ! That end which is his who 

bathes ( in water ) in a state of nudity, or bis who docs not hos- 
pitably entertain a guest, that end which is theirs who receive briber 
speak falsehoods, and deceive and cheat others, that end which is theirs 
who offend against their own souk, 0 * who falsely utter praises ( of 
others ), or of those low wretches who eat twesttneats in the sight of 
servants and sons and wives and dependents without sharing the same 
with these, that awful end shall be mine if I do not sky Jayadratha l 
That end which overtakes the wretch of ruthless wut who without sup- 
porting a righteous and obedient protigt casts hits off, or him who, with- 
out giving unto a deserving neighbour the offerings in Sraddhas, givetb 
them away unto those that deserve them not, that end which is bis who 
drinks wine, or his who insults those that are worthy of respect, or 
his who is ungrateful, ur his who speaketh ill of his brothers, that end 
shall soon be mine if I do not slay Jayadratha 1 The end of all those 
sinful persons whom 1 have not mentioned, as also of those whom I 
have mentioned, shall won be attained by me, if, after this night passes 
away, I do not slay Jayadratha to-morrow 1— 
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•* Listen now to another oath of mine 1 It tomorrow's Sun seta 
without my slaying that wretch, then even here I shall enter the blaz- 
ing fire ! Yc Asvrtu and gods and men, ye birds and snakes, ye 
Pitrii and all waiidcierc of the night, ye regenerate Pishis t and celestial 
PisAis, ye mobile and immobile creatures, ye all that I have nut men- 
tioned, ye will not succeed in protecting my foe from me I If he enters 
the abode of the nether region, or ascends the firmament, or repairs to 
the celestials, or the realms of the Baity as, 1 shall still, with a hundred 
arrows, assuredly cot off, on the expiration of this night, the head of 
Abbimanyu's foe I — * 

^Sanjaya continued, — ‘Having uttered these words, Arjcna began to 
stretch Gandiva with both his arms. Transcending Axjuna's voice the 
sound of that bow rose and touched the very heavens. After Arjuna 
had taken that oath, Janarddana, filled with wrath, blew his oonch Fan- 
chajanya And Ph&lguna blew Dtradatfa. The great conch Panikajamya % 
well-tilied with the wind from Krishna's mouth, produced a loud blare. 
And that blare mode the rcgcnt6 of the cardinal and the subsidiary 
points, the nether regions, and ilie whole universe, to tremble like to 
what happens at the end of the Ynga, Indeed, after the bigb-souled 

Arjuna had taken that oath, die sound of thousands of musical instru- 
ments and loud leonine roars arose from the Paodava camp. 



SECTION LXXIV. 

M San>aya said,— 1 'When the spies ( of Duryodhana ), having heard that 
loud uproar made by the Pandavas desirous of victory, informed ( their 
masters of the cause ), Jayadratha, over-whelmed with sorrow, and with 
heart slupified by grief, and like one sinking in a fathomless ocean of 
distress, slowly rose up, and haring reflected for a long while, proceeded 
to the assemble of the kings. Reflecting for a while in the presence of 
those gods among men, Jayadratha, in fear of Abbimanyu’s father and covered 
with shame, said these words He who in Pandu's soil was begotten by 
Indra under the influence of desire, that wicked wretch is thinking of despatch- 
ing me to the abode of Yama ! Blessed be ye, I shall, therefore, go back to 
my home from desire c i life ! Or, ye bulls among Ksbatnyas, protect me by 
the force ul your weapons I Partba seeks to slay me. Ye heroes, make me 
fearless 1 Drona and Duryodhana and Kripa, and Kama, and the ruler of 
the Madras, and Valhika, and Dussasana and others, are capable of protecting 
a person who is afflicted by Yama himself l When, however, I am threatened 
by Pbaluuna alone, will not all these lords of Earth, will not all of you, joined 
together, be able to protect me ? Having heard the shouts of joy of the 
Pandavas, great hath been my fear. My limbs, ye lords of Earth, have become 
powerless like those of a person on the point of death 1 Without doubt, the 
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wieldcr of Gan-Uva bath vowed my death J £c is for (his that the Pandavas 
are shouting in joy at a time when they should weep ! Let alone the rulers 
of men, the very gods and GauJAarvt r # the Asurar, the Uragas, and the 
A'j^jAtf/jr.cannot venture to baffle a vow of Arjuna 1 Therefore, ye bulls 
among men, blessed be ye, give me permission (to leave the Kura camp). I 
want to make myself wraice. 'Hie Pandaras will no Icnger be able to find 
me ! While indulging in sucb lamentations, with heart agitated by fen, king 
Duryodhana, always looking upon the accomplishment of his own business to 
be preferable to everything else, said unto him these words Do not (ear, 
O tiger among men ! 0 bull among men, who wilt seek to encounter thee 
in battle ahen thou wilt stay in the midst of these Kshatriya heroes ! Myself, 
Vikartana's son Kama, Chrtrasena, Vivingsati, Bburisravas, SaU, Salya, the 
invincible Vrishasent, Puxumitra, Jaya, Ilhoja, Sudakshina the ruler of the 
Kamvojas, Satyavrara, the mighty armed, Vikama, Durmukha, Dusiasana, 
Surahu, the ruler of the KaKngas with his weapons upraised, Vinda and 
Antivinda of ATanti, Drona, Drona's son, and Suv ala's sort (Sakuni),— these 
and numerous other kings will, with their forces, march to battle, surrounding 
thes on all side* I Let the fever of shy heart, therefore, be dispelled ! Thou 
art thyself one of the foremost of car -warriors I O thou of immeasurable 
splendour, thou thyself art a hero ! Being what thou art, how canst thou then 
see any cause of fear, O king of the Sindhus t Tbs eleven Akxhauhinii of 
troops I own will carefully tight for protecting thee ! Therefore, du not fear, 
O king of the Sinddus I Let thy fears be dispelled 1—' 

“San jaya continued,—' 'Thus comforted, O monarch, by thy son, the king 
of the Sindh vs then, accompanied by Puryodhana, repaired that very night 
to Drona (the generalissimo of the Kuru army). Then, O king, having 
touched Drona's feet with reverence, and taken bis seat with humility, he 
asked his preceptor these words In hitting the aim, in hitting it from a 
distance, in lightness of hand, and in the force of the stroke, O illustrious one, 
tell the difference between myself and Phalguna I O preceptor, I wish to 
know accurately the difference as regards proficiency (in the soencc of arms) 
between myself and Arjuna ! Say it unto nve truly’— 

" 'Drona said,— Of tutorial instruction, both of you, L thyself and 
Arjuna, have had the same measure, O son ! In consequence, however, of 
yoga and the hard life led by Atjuna, he is superior to thee I Thou should w 
not, however, for any reason, cherish fear of Portha ! Without doubt, I will 
O son, protect thee from this fear J The very gods cannot prevail over him 
who his protected by my arms I I will form an array which Paitha will not 
succeed m piercing ! # Therefore, contend thou »n battle, do not fear, observ- 
ing the duties of thy own order I O mighty car-warrior, tread in the track of 
thy sires and gtandsires l Having duly studied the Vedas, Uxm hart poured 
libations according to the ordinance, on the fire 1 Thou hart also performed 



Literally, lc in crossing.'’— T. 
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many sacrifices. Dculh cam**, therefore, be an object of terror to thee ! 
(For if tbnu diest), attaining then to that great good fortune which is unattaina- 
ble by vile men, thou wilt acquire all those excellent regions in heaven tint 
aTC acquirahle by the might of one's arms I The Ksuravas, the Pandavas, 
the Vrisbnb, and other men, as also myself with my son, are all mortal ar.d 
short-lived 1 Think of this. One after another all of us, 9 lain by Time 
which is all powerful, shall go to the other world, hearing with us nnly our 
respective deeds ! Those regions that ascetics acquire by undergoing severe 
penances, those regions are acquired by heroic Kshatriyas that a»e ohaenanl 
of the duties of their order,— Even thus was the ruler of the Sindhus comfort- 
ed by Bharadwaja's son. Banishing bis fear of Panha, he set his heart on 
battle. Then, O king, thy troops also felt great delight, and the loud sound 
of musical instruments was beard, mingled with leonine shoots/” 



SECTION LXXV. 

“Sanjaya said,— 'After Partin bad vnwed the slaughter of the ruler of 
the Sindhus, the mighty-armed Vasudcva addressed Dhanaujaya and said, 
—With the consent of thy brothers {alone, but without consulting me), 
thou hast vowed, saying,—/ will slqy tfu ruler of the Sindhns t— This hath 
been an act of great rashness (on thy part) I Without consulting with 
me thou hast Uken up a great weight (upon thy shoulders) 1 Alai, ben 
shall we escape the ridicule of all men ! I had sent some spies into the 
camp of Dhritsrashtra's son. Those spirt, quickly coming unto me, 

gave me this information, nfs., that after thou, O lord, hadst vowed to 

slay the ruler of the Sindhus, loud leonine shouts, mingled with the noise 
of (our) musical instruments, were heard by the Dharunuhtras. In 

consequence of that uproar, the DbarUrashuas, with their well-wislkers, be- 
came terrified.— There leonine shouts an not canniest ! — thought they, and 
waited (fur what would ensue). O thou, of mighty arms, an uproarious 
dm then arose amongst the Kauravas, of their elephants and steeds and 
infantTy. And a terrible rattle was also beard of their oars.— /faring 

heard of the death oj AMimanyv, Dhananjara, deeply qffUfeS trill in wrath 
tan u out in the night for battle 1 — thinking even thus, they waited (ready 
for battle). While preparing themselves, O thou of eyes like lotus petals, 
they then learnt truly the vow about the slaughter of the ruler of the 
Sindhus, made by thee that art weddod to truth . 4 Then all the counsellors 
of Suyodhana became heartless tnd frightened like little animals. As re- 
gards king Jayadratba, that ruler of the Sindhus and the Sauviras, over- 

4 Tte Bengal reading Saty or rotate in tie fiist lire cl 9 is vicious. 
I adopt the Bombay reading SctjaTataS, qialiljirp /eta. To ^Ujpofeihat 
Krishna paid such a ceitplirrent to the Kocrava* as is in plied by ibe Pcrtal 
leading is an absurdity. — T. 
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whelmed with grief and becoming thoroughly cheerless he stood up Mid 
entered bU nwn tent with all his counsellors. Having consulted (with 
them) about every Tcmedy that could benefit him at a time when he 
stood in need of consultation, he proceeded to the assembly of the (allied) 
kings and there said tliese wards unto Suyodhana : — T>hanan\ay*, thinking 
me to be the slayer of his son, wiD to- morrow encounter me in battle ! 
He hath, in the midst of his army, vowed to slay me ! — That vow of 
Savyasachin the very gods and GafuiA.7/*'.is and A suras and Uraxai and 
J^tyJkshiun connot venture to frustrate ! Protect me, therefore, ye all in 
battle! I.et not Dhananjay*. pUcng his foot on yours head, succeed in 
hitting the mark I Let the proper arrangements he made in respect of 
this matter I Or. if, O delighter of the Kurus, you think that you will 
not succeed in protecting me in battle, grant me permission then, O king, 
bo that I may return home I Thus addressed (by Jnysdratha), Suyoclhana 
became cheerless and sat, hanging down his head. Ascertaining that 
Jayadratha was in a great fright, Suyodliani began to reflect in silence. 
Beholding the Kuru king to 1* greatly afflicted, king Jayadratha the ruler 
of the Sindhus slowly said these words having a beneficial reference to 
himself I do not behold here that bowman of superior energy who can 
haffle with his weapons like weapons of Arjuna in great battle ! Who 
even if it be Satakrnttl himself, will stay in front of Arjuna having 
Vasudeva for his ally, while wielding the bow (iandita ? It is heard that 
the lord Mahcswam hiraseLi of supreme energy had been encountered* 
before this, by Panha on foot, on the mountains of Himavat I Urged 
by the chief nf the celestials, he slew, on a single car, a thousand DvesaVat 
dwelling in Hinnyapura 1 Thatsm of Kund is now allien with Yasudeva 
of great intel.igence. I think that l.e is competent to slay the three worlds 
including the very gods. 1 wish that you will either grant me permission 
(to leave the the field for my home) or that the high souled and heroic 
Drona with his son will protect me I Or, I would await thy pleasure I— 
O Arjuna, (thus addressed by Jayadratha) king Suyodhana humbly be- 
secched die preceptor in this matter.* All reme&al measures base been 
adopted. Cars and steeds have been arranged. Kama and Bhuxicravas, 
and Dvona'f son, and the invincible Vrlchascna, and Kripa, and the 
ruler ol the Madras tLtae si* will be in i Jayadratba’s) van. Drona 
will form an array half uf winch will be a S*ika(al and half a lotua. In 
die middle of the leaves a! that htus will be a needle mouthed array, 
Jayadratha, ilvat ruler of the Sindhus difficult of being conquered in battle, 
will take his stand, by it. t*otected by heroes ! In (the use ol) the 
how, in weapons, in proves, in strength, and also in lineage, those six 



* /., added hia voice to that of Jjysdratba, if questing Drona to protect 
the latter. — T. 

t A kind of car or vehicle.— T. 
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car-warriors, 0 Partin, are, without doubt, exceedingly difficult of being 
borne. Without first vanquishing those six car warriors, access to Jaya- 
dratha will noc be had. Think, O Arjuni, of the prowess of each of those 
six. O tiger among men, when united together, they ire not capable of 
being easily vanquished ! We should, tlicrcfoie, once :<;ain, take counsel 
with well-wishing counsellors conversant with policy, foe our benefit and 
for the success of our object !— 



SECTION LXXVf. 

“ 'Arjum said, — Tlu-se six car-warriors of the Dhnrtanuhtra army whom 
thou regarded to be 10 strong, their (united) energy, 1 think, is not equal to 
even half of mine ! Tbou shall see, 0 slayer of Madbts, the weapons of all 
these cut off and baffled by me when 1 go against them lor slaying Jayadratb* I 
In the very sight of Dtona nnd oil bis men. I mil M2 the head of the ruler 
of Use Sindhus, on the Barth, beholding which they w»!l induglu in lamenta- 
tions- If the SaMAjas. the AW/wr, the Y<v*i rri;h the As&i/rs, the Maruts 
with India (at their head), the WfuvcLzjs v.ilh ocher gods, the IVrls, iho 
GanJkarvai, Garoda, the Ocean, the mountain?, the firmament, Heaver, 
Earth, the point of the com puss (cud i ml and subsidiary), nnd the regents 
of those points, all the creatures that are domestic and all that are wild, in 
fact, if all the mobile and the immobile brings together, become the protcctois 
of the ruler uf the Sindhus, yet, O slayer of Madhu, shale thou behold 
Jayadratha tUsn by me tomorrow in bailie with my arrows ! O Krishna, I 
swear by Truth, I touch my weapons (\nd swear by them 1, that I shaft, O 
Kcsare, at the very outset, encounter that Drona, that mighty bowman, who 
hath become the protector of that sinful wretch Jayadratba ! Suycdh&iu 
thinks that this game (of battle) resteth on Drona l Therefore, piercing 
through the very van commanded by Drona himself, 1 shall get at Jayadratha 1 
Thou shall tomorrow behold the mightiest of bowmen riven by me in battle 
by means of my shafts end uci with fierce energy, like summits of a hill 
riven by the thunder! Blood shall flow (in torrents) from the breasts of 
fallen men and elephants and steed* split open by whetted shafts falling 
fast upon them I The shafts shot from 6 fleet as the mind or 
the wind, will deprive thousands of men and elephaots and steeds o: life I 
Men will behold in tomorrow's battle those weapons which I have obtained 
from Yama and Kuvcra and Varuna and Indra and Rudra ! Thou shaft 
behold in tomorrow's battle tU weapons of all those who come to protect 
the ruler of the Sindhus, baffled by me with my Brahma weapon ! Tbou 
shall in toraorrow's-battle, O Kesava, behold the EaTtU strewn by me with the 
heads of Kings cut off by the force of my shafts ! (Tomorrow) 1 shall 
gratify all cannibals, rout the foe, gildden my friends, and crush the 
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rulci of the Sindhus 1 A great offender, one wlio hath not acted like a 
refative, born in a sinful country, the ruler of the Sindhus, slRin by me, 
will sadden his otrn. Thou sbalt behold that tuIct of the Sbidbu*, of 
sinto! behaviour, and brought up in every luxury, pierced by me with my 
rfiafti 2 On the morrow, O Krishna, I ihall do that which shall nuke 
Suyodlurm think that there is no other bowman in the world who is equal to 
me I My GanAiw is a celestial bow ! I myself am the wantor, 0 bull 
among men l Thou, 0 Hr'-ghikesa, art the charioteer ! What ia that 1 
will not be able to vanquish ? Through thy grace, O holy one, what is 
there unattainable by me in battle ? Knowing my prowess to be incap- 
able of being resisted, why, O Hrishikeu, dost thou yet rebuke me ? 
As Lakahmi is eTer present in Soma, as aater is ever present in the 
Ocean, know this, O Janarddxna that even so is my vow ever accomplish- 
ed I Do not think lightly of my weapons ! Do not think lightly of my 
tough bow ! Du not think lightly of the might of my arms 1 Do not 
think lightly of Dhananjtya ! I vliall go to battle in iucIi a way that I 
shall truly win and not lore 1 When I lave vowed it, know that Jayadraha 
hath already be.n slain in little ! Verily, in the Erahuiana is truth ; 
verily, in the righteous u humility ; verily, in aacr flee is prosperity ; verify, 
in Narayana is vicr.iry l— 

"Sanjaya continued, — 'Haring said these words unto Hrisliikesha, laving 
himself said so unto his own seif, ArJ.:na the §on of Yiuva, in a deep 
voice, once more addressed the lord JCesara, saying,— Tbou shouldst, O 
Krishna, so act that my car my be well t fuipt as wun as this night 
dawns, since grave is the task that is at hand 



SECTION LXXVH 

4, Sanjaya said.— 'Both Vasudevaar.d Dhananjaya, afdicted with sorrow and grief 
and frequency sighing like two soaker, got no sleep that night. Understand- 
ing that both Nara and Narayana were in rage, t v e g*-»d4 with Yasava became 
very anxious, thinking,— Whui wit! fame efift — Fierce winds, that were again 
dry and fotebeded danger, began to blow. A headless trunk and a mace 
appeared on the disc of the sun, And although it was cloudless, frequent 
thunders wctc heard, of Joud report, mixed with flashes o: lightning. The, 
Earth with her mountains and waters and (treats, shook The seas, 
those habitations of Mokarai y swelled, 0 king, in agitation. The rivers ran in 
directions oppesit* to their usual course. Tlic nether and upper lips of ca t- 
warriors and steeds and men and elephants begin to tremble. And as if for 
gladdening the canniba to, on th.it occasion foreboding a great accession of 
population to the domain of Yatna, the animals (on the field) began to eject 
urine and excreta, and utter loud cries of woe. Beholding these fierce omens 
that made tbe hair to stand ou end, and hearing also of the fierce vow of the mighty 
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ArjuDa, all thy warriors, 0 bull of Bharat*!* race, became exceedingly agitated 
Then the mighty-armed son of Pak.riaaana said unto Krishna,— Gu, and comfort 
tiiy sister Subbadra with her daughter-in-law ! And. O Madhava, let also that 
daughter -in law, and her companions, be comforted by tlicc I O k>rd, com- 
fort them with soothing words that are again fraught with truth !— Thus 
addreased, Vasodevo, with a cheerless heart, wending to Arjuna's abode, 
began lu comfort bis sorrowing sister ailVtctcd with grief on account of the 
death of hcT son. 

* ‘Vauideva said,— O lady of Vrohni’s race, do not grieve, with tby 
daughter-in-law, for thy sun ! O timid one, all creatures have but one end 
utdained by Time I The end that thy sun bath met with bccometh a hero 
of proud lineage, especially one who it a Kshatriya ! Do not, therefore, 
grieve ! By good luck it is that mighty car-warrior of great wisdom, of 
prowess equal to that of hit father, bath, after the Kshatriya custom, met with 
an end that is coveted by heroes ! Having vanquished numberless foes and 
despatched them unto Yaraa’s presence, he huh himself repaired to tliose 
eternal regions, that grant the fruition of every wish, and that arc for the 
righteous I Tby son hath attained that end which the righteous attain by 
penances, by Brnkmacharja, by knowledge of live scriptures, and by wisdom I 
The mother of a hero, the wife of a hero, the daughter u< a hero, and a 
kinswoman of heroes, 0 amiable one, grieve not thou fur thy ton who hath 
obtained the supreme end I The wretched ruler of tbe Sindbua, O beautiful 
lady, that murderer of a child, that perpetrator of a sinful act, shall, with bis 
friends and kinsmen, obtain the fruit of this arrogance of bis on the expiry 
of this night I Even if he enters the abode of Indra himself, he will not 
escape from tbe hands of Partita I To-morrow thou shall hear that the 
head of the ruler of the Sindhus hath, in battle, been cut off from hi 
trunk to roll on the outskirts of SamanUpanchaka l Dispel thy sorrow, 
and do not grieve I Keeping the duties of a Kriutriya before him, thy 
brave son hath attained the end of the righteous that end, tvz., which 
we Here expect to obtain as al*> others that bear arms as a profession. Of broad 
chest, mighty arms, unreturning, a crusher of car warriors, thy son, O 
beautiful lady, hath gone to heaven 1 Drive away tins fever (of thy heart) ! 
Obedient to bis sires and maternal relation, that heroic and mighty ctr- 
wairior of great prowess hath fallen a pcey' to death, after having slain 
thousands of foes 1 Comfort tby daughter-in-law. Oqjeenl Do not grieve 
too fiuch, O Kshatriya lady ! Drive away thy grief, O daughter, as thou 
shalt hear such agreeable news on tbe morrow l That which Partlia hath 
vowed must be accomplished. It cinnut be otherwise l That which is 
sought to be dune by thy husband can never Temaiit unaccomplished ! 
Even if all human beings and snakes and Fisachas and all the wanderers 
of the night and birds, and ail tbe gods and the Asuras t aid tbe ruler 
of the Sindhus on the field of battle, he shall still* with them, come to 
Cvist tomorrow ! 
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SECTION Lxxvm. 

•‘Sanjaya said,— 'Hearing these word* of tbe high souled Kcsavo, 
Subhadra, afflicted with grief on account of the dentn of her son, began 
to indulge in theie piteous lamentations Oh son of my weSchod self, O 
thou that wast in prowess u> equal thy latber, O child, how could* 
thou perish, going to battle 1 AUs, bow doth that face of thine which 
lescrableiii the blue lotus and is graced with beautiful teeth and excel* 
lent eyes, now seem, now that, O child, it is covered with battle's dust 1 
Without doubt, thee so brave and umeturning. thee fallen on the field, 
with beautiful head and neck and arms, with broad chest, low belly, 
thy limbs decked with ornament, thee that art endued with beautiful 
eyes, thee that art mangled with weapon-wounds, tbee all creatures axe, 
without doubt, beholding as like rising moon 1 Alai, tbou whoso bed 
used to be overlaid with the whitest and costliest sheets, alas, deserving 
as thou art of every luxury, how dust thou sleep today on the bare 
earth, thy body pierced with arrows ? That hero of mighty arms who 
used of old to be waited upon by foremost of beautiful women, alas, 
how can be, fallen on the held of battle, pau hie time nuvr in the 
company of juckalli ? He ubo of old was praised with hymns by 
Bingen and bards and panegyrists, alas, he is today cheered by fierce 
and yelling cannibals and beasts or prey I Ltv whom, alas, hast thou 
been helplessly slain alien ibuU had:, the Pandas at, O lurj, and all 
the Pancbalas, for thy protectors ? Oh son, Oh sinless one, I am nut 
yet satiated with luoking at thee I Wretched as 1 am, it is evident 
that 1 shall have to go to Yuma's abJds ! When again shall 1 cast 
uiy eyes on that face of thine decked with Urge eyes and beautiful 
locks tlmt smooth face without pimples, from which sweet words and 
excellent perfumes constantly issued ? Fie on tbe strength uf Uhimasena, 
on the bowmanabip of Partba, on the jffowess of the Yrishni heroes, 
and the might of the PanchaUs I Fie on the Roikcyu, Use Cbedit, 
the Matsyas, and the Sriojayas, they that could not protect dice, O 
hero, while engaged in battle \ 1 behold the Earth today to be empty 
and cheerless I Without seeing uiy Abliimanyu, tuy ejef are doubled 
with affliction I Thou was; tbe si«er‘s s*»n of Vasudevu, thu son of the 
tr, elder of GanJiva, and thyself, a hero and an Atirdth* ! Alas, bow 
•hall I behold tbee slain I Alas, O hero, thou tuu been to roc like a 
treasure in a dream that is, seen and lost ! Oil, everything human U 
at transitory as a bubble of water I This iby young wife overwhelmed 
with grief on account of the evil that hath befallen the*, alas, bow 
•hall I comfort her who is even like a row without her calf ! Ahg 
O son, thou hast prematurely fied from nic at a time when thou vrwai 
about to bear fruit, although 1 am longing for a sight of tbee l With- 
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out doubt, tbs conduct 0 / tlus Destroyer cannot be understood by even 
the vise, since although thou lust Kerna for thy protector thou vrast 
yst stain as if thou west perfectly helpless ! O son, let that end be thine which is 
theirs tba; perforin sacrifices and theirs that arc BrahmaiMS of purified soul, arid 
theirs that have practised Brakmacharja, and theirs that have bathed in sacred 
waters, ar.d theirs chat arc grateful and char ilable and devoted to the service of 
of their preceptors, and theirs that have made sacrificial present! in profusion. 
That end which is theirs that are brave and unreturning while engaged in battle, 
or theirs that have fallen in Louie, having slain their foes, let that end be 
thine ! That auspicious end which is theirs that have given away a thousand 
kine, cc theirs that lure given away in sacrifices or theirs that give away houses 
and mansions agreeable to the recipients that end which h their tbrt give 
away gems and jeaeb to deserving Brahmanas or their* that are punishers of 
crime, 0 fct that end be thine J Thau end which is attained by Munis of rigid 
vows by Brahmaputra 01 that which is attained by those women that adhere 
to but one husband, 0 son, let that end be thine 1 That ontemal end which 
is attained by kings by means of good behaviours, or by tlnsc persons that 
have cleansed themselves by leading, one after another, all the four modes 
of life, and through the due observance of their duties, that end 
which is their that are cumpo»ionite to the poor and the distressed, 
or theirs that equitably divide sweets Amongst themselves and their depen- 
dants, or theirs that me nLver addicted to deceit and wickedness, O son, let 
that end be thine I Tlut end which is theirs that are ohseivant of vows, or 
theirs that are virtuous, or theirs that are devoted to the service of preceptors, 
or theirs that have never sent away k guest unentertxined, O son, let that end 
bo thine ! That end which is theirs that In distress nnd the most difficult 
straits succeed in preserving the equanimity of their souls however much 
scorched they might be by the fire of grief, O son, let that end be thine t O 
son, let that end be thine which is theirs that arc always devoted to the service 
of their father* and mother*, or tbeiis that are devoted to their own wives 
only ! O son, let that end bo thine which is attained by those wise men who, 
restraining themselves from the wives of others, seek the companionship of 
only their own wives in session 1 O son le: that end be thine which is theirs 
that Look upon all creatures with an eye of peace, or theirs that never give pain 
to others or theirs that always forgive ! O son, let that end be thine which is 
theirs that abstain from honey, meat, wine, pride, and untruth, for their* that 
have refrained from giving pain tu other* ! Ii-t that goal be thine which they 
attain that are modest, acquainted with all the scriptures, content with know- 
ledge, and have their passion* under control ! — 

'And while the cheerless Subbad ra, afflicted with grief, was indulging in 
such lamentations, the princess of Tanuhala (Draupadi),accom|»njed by Virata's 
daughter (Uttara), came to her. All of them, in great grief, wept copiously and 
indulged in heart-rending lamentations. And like persons reft of reasons by 
wnow. they sweened away and fell down on the earth. Tbcu Krishna, who 
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Bind ready with water, deeply aftlieted, sprinkled it over his weeping, insensible, 
and ire robing sister pierced in herveiy hem. and comforting her, said what 
should be said on suc.i an occasion. And the lotus-eyed one said, — Grieve 
not, O Sublvadra I O Panchali, cnnfoit UtUra ! Abhimanyu, that bull 
among Kshatriya*. hath obtained the molt laudable goal ! Q thou of beautiful 
faea, let all the ntber men yet alive in our race obtain that goal which 
Abhimsnyu of great fouls hath obtained 1 Ourselves with all our friends, 
wish to achieve, in this battle, that feat, the like 0 i which, O lady, thy son, that 
mighty cu-warrior, hath achieved without any assistance !— Harin? comforted 
his sister and Droaptdi and Uttsra thus, that chastiser of foe*, rf-., tlvc mighty- 
armed (Krishna), returned to Partin’s side. Then Krishna, saluting the kings, 
friends, and Arjuna, entered the inner apartments of the (Jotter's) tent while 
those kings also repaired to their respective abodes.* ,* 



SECTION LXXIX. 

“SaUfRyo said —'Then the ’orJ K of eyes like lolU9 petals, having 

entered the unrival led mansion cf Arjaoa, touched water, and sjwead (for 
Arjuna) cn the auspicious and oven 3oo» \n c:\ceUenl bed of Alusha blades that 
were of the hue of the ttfii lazuli And keeping excellent weapons around that 
bed, he adorned it duly with garland* of ftovrera and fried paddy and perfumes 
and other auspicious ar.klc A- I .fur Tanka (also) had touched water, 
meek and submissive attend mtt brought the usual n^btly sacrifice to the 
Three eyed (Mihadcva). Then P.irtla, with a dieerfiil soul, luting decked 
Madiuva with perfumes and flora! garland “.presented unto Mabadcva the nightly 
offering.* Then Govlnda, with a faint smile, addressed Partba, saying. — 
Blessed be thou, O Partita, lay thyself down, I leave thee !— Placing door- 
keepers then, and also sentinels well-armed, the blessed Kcsavo, followed 
by (his charioteer) Daruka, repaired to his own tent. He then laid 
himself down on his white bed, and thought of diverse measures to be 
adopted. And the illustrious (Kesava) olcyc* like lotus leaves, began 
for P.irtha's sake, to think of various acts that would dispel (Partha'a) 
grief and sorrow and enliance bi3 prowess and splendour. Of soul wrapt 
in that Supreme Lord of all, wr., Vishnu of wide-spread fame, 

who always did what was agreeable to Jislmu, desirous of benefiting 
(Arjuna), had course to Jtftl meditation. There was not in the Pandava 
camp who slept that night Wakefulness possessed every one, O monarch. 
And everybody (in the Pandava camp) thought of this, wfe.,— The high- 
souled wielder of Git»rJfai, burning with ^rief for the death of his 
sen, hath suddenly vowed the slushier of the Sindbus 1 How, indeed. 



* Nilakantha supposes that /u;w.« here refers to the Three-eyed and doc to 
Krishna. This seems to be right. — T. 
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will tlvu slayer of hostile heroes, that son of V*«va, that-mighty armed 
warrior, accomplish his row ? The highsouted *on of Pandit hath, indeed, 
made a most difficult retire ! King Jayadratha i« endued with 
mighty energy 1 Oh, let Ariuna succeed in aceomptishing his vow. 
Difficult it that vow which he, afflicted with grief on account of his son, 
hath made 1 l >uTyod liana's brothers are all posiesscd of great prowets. 
His force also is countless. The son of Dhritarashtra hath assigned alt 
these to Jayadratha (as his protectors). Oh, let Dhananjaya come back 
(to the camp), having slain the ruler or the Sindhus in battle! Vanquishing 
his foes, let Arjuna accomplish his vow 1 If *he fails to slay the rulet 
of the Sindhus tonwrrow, he will certainly enter the* biasing fire ! 
Dhananjaya the boh of Pritha will not falsify his oath ' If Arjuna diet, 
licit will the son o;’ Pharma succeed in recovering his kingdom ? Indeed, 
(Vudhislilhira) the son of Pan tin, Ivath reposed (all his hop 2 x of) victory 
on Arjuna 1 If we have achieved nny {religious) merit, if we have ever 
poured libations of clarified butter on the fire, let fUvyamchin, aided by 
the fruits thereof, vanquish all his foes ! — Thus talking, O lord, with one 
another about the victory {«fc r the nonow), that long night, O king, of 
theirs at last pissed away. In the middle of the night, Janaiddarti, 
having awaked, remcrabcTcd PuTtba's rnw, anil addressing fhis charioteer) 
Daruka, said, — Arjuna In gti f for the ejeath of his son, hath vowed, O 
Daruka, that before tomorrow’s sun goes down he will Blay Jayadratha ! 
Hearing of this, Daryodbana will assuredly take counsel with his counsellors, 
ahout how Partlu may fail to achieve his object 1 His several Aktktwkinis 
of troops will protect Jayadratha. Fully conversant with the rules about 
applying all weapons, Drona also, with his son, will protect him. That 
matchless hero, the Thousand-eyed {Indra himself), that crusher of the 
pride of Diiitjai and Dau&vas cannot venture to slay him in battle who is 
protected by Drona ! I, therefore, will do that to-morrow by which Arjuna 
the son of Kunti may slay Jayadratha before the Sun sets ! My wives, my 
kinsmen, my relatives, none amongst these is dearer to me than Arjunal 
O Daruka, I Bhafl not be able to cast my eyes, even for a single moment, 
on ihe Earth brreft, of Arjuna ! I tell thee, the Earth shall not be reft 
of Arjuna ! Myself vanquishing them all with their steeds and elephants 
by putting forth my strength fur the sake of Arjuna, I will slay them with 
Karna and Suyodhuna ! 1-ei the three worlds tomorrow behold my prowess 
in great battle, when I put forth my valor, O Daruka, for Dhinanjaya’s 
soke I Tomorrow thousands of kiugs and hundreds of princes, with thei 
steeds and cuts and elephants, will, 0 Daruka, fly away from battle ! 
Thou shall tomorrow, O Daruka, behold that army of kings overthrown 
and CTU&hed with my discus by myself in wrath for the sake of the son 
of Pandu ! Tomorrow the (three) worlds with the gods, the GaiMarvai, 
the Kmkci % the Snakes, and the Rakih&ai* will know me as a (true) friend 
of Savvajacbin. He dial haieth him, hateth me. He that followeth him. 
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followeth me. Thou bo* intelligence. Know that Arjuiu is half my body I 
^\T>cn morning comes after the expiry of this night, thou, 0 Daruka, 
equipping my excellent car according to the rules of military science, 
must bring it and follow me with it carefully. Placing on it my celestial 
mace called Kaumadaki, my dart and discus, and bow and arrows, and 
every other necessary. O Su/a, and nuking room on the terrace of my 
car for my standard and for the heroic Garuda thereon that adurni my 
umbrella, and yoking ibcrcto my foremost of steeds named Vatahaka 
and Megbapusbpa and Saivayu and Sagntra, having cased them in golden 
mail of the splendour of the Sun and the fire, and thyself putting on 
thy armour, stay on it carefully. Upon hearing the loud and terrible 
blast of my conch PancMajanja emitting the shrill ftishav it note,® tbon 
wilt come quickly to me. In course of a single day, O Daruka, 1 shall 
dispel the wrath and the diverse woes of my cousin, the son of my pater- 
nal aunt ! By every means shall l strive so that Vibbatsu in battle may slay 
Jayadralba in the very sight uf (he LMiarrarasI liras ! O charioteer, I tell thee 
that Vibhatsu will certainly succeed in slaying all these for whose slaughter he 
will strive !— 

,4 'Daruka said,— He is certain to have victory whtec diariulecfship, O 
tiger among men, bath been taken by tlicc ! Whence, indeed, can defeat 
rome to him ? As regards myself I will do that which ibou hast commanded 
me to do. This night will bring (on its train) the auspicious morn fur Arjuna's 
victory I— 



SECTION LX XX* 

“San jay* said, — 'K udu's swi Dhananjaya, of inconceivable |ffowcsS. 
thinking of bow to accomplish liis vow, recollected the mantras (given to 
him by VyauX And soon he ws» lulled in the arms of sleejx Unto that 
ape bannered hero burning with grief and immersed in thought, Ke>ava, 
having Garuda on his banner, appeared in a dream. Dhananjaya of righte- 
ous soul, in coDScqueuce of bis lore and veneration fot Kesava, never 
omitted under any circumsuuccs to stand up and advance a few steps 
for receiving Krishna. Rising up, therefore, now (in bis dream), he gave 
unto Govinda a scat. He himself 1 however, at that time, did not set bis 
heart upon taking his seat. Then Krishna of mighty energy, knowing the 
resolution of Partin, said, while seated, unto the sun of Kunti, these 
words while the Matter was standing : — Do not set thy beau O Partha, cn 
grief ! Time is unconquerable ! Time forceth all creatures into the inert- 
table course. 0 foremost of men, what for is tbis grief of thine ? Grief 
should not be indulged in, O foremost of learned persons ! Grief is an 
impediment to action. Accoiu|xisb that act which should be accomplished l 
The grief that mnketh a person forego all efforts is, indeed, G Dhananjaya 

* The second note of the Hindu gamut. — T. 
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a toe to (bat person ! A person, by indulging in grief, gUdJens his foes 
and saddens his friends ; while the person is himself weakened. There- 
fore, it beboveth thee not to grieve ! — Thus addressed by Vasudcva, the 
unvanquished Vibhatsu of great learning then said these words of grave 
import .—Grave is the vow that 1 have nude abuut the slaughter of 
Jayadratha ! Even tomorrow I shall slay that wicked wretch, that slayer of 
my son f Even this bath been my vow, O Kesava ! Fur frustrating my vow, 
JayadralU, protected by all the might) car-wanriorsy will be kept in their Tear 
by the Dhartar.uhthras I Their force, in number, consuls, O Madhavn, of 
remnant, after daughter, of eleven Akskt tuhinis of troops difficult of being 
vanquished ! Surrounded in battle as he will be by all of them and by all the 
great car-warriors, how shall ive obtain a sight, O Krishna, of the wicked 
ruler of the Sindhu* ? My vow will not be accomplished, O Kccav* 1 How 
can a person like me lire, having failed to accomplish hil row ? 0 hero, the 
non-accomplishment is cvidc.it of this (my vow which to me is a) source of 
great grief ! (At this season of the year), I tell tbee that the Sun setteth 
quickly I— The bird-bannered Krishna hearing this cause of Panin’s grief, 
touched water and HI with iacc turned U» the East And then that hero of 
eyes like lotus leaves and pofttised of great energy said these woids for the 
benefit of Pandas son who had resolved upon the slaughter of live ruler of 
the Sindhu's,— 0 Partha there is an eternal and supreme weapon of the name 
of PaihufaU ! With it the god Maheswara slewjin battle all the Datfjai ! 
If thou rememberest it now, thou wilt then be able to slay Jayadratta 
tomorrow ! If it is unknown to thee (now) adore within thy heart the god 
having the bull for his mark ! Thinking of that gtxi in thy mind, remember 
him, O Dhananjaya J Thou art his devotee. Through bis grace thou slialt 
obtain that rich possession 1— Hearing these wends of Krishna, Dhaitanjayo, 
having touched water, sat on the earth with concentrated mind and thought 
of the god Bbava. After he had thus sat with rapt mind at that hour, called 
Brahma , of auspicious indications, Arjuna saw himBelf sojourning through die 
tky with Kcswva I And Partbi, possessed of the speed of.'lhe mind, seemed 
to teach, with Krsava, the sacred foot of Himavat and the Manimat mountain 
abounding with many brilliant gems and frequented by sUdhat and Charanai, 
And the lord Kesava seemed to have caught hold uf his left arm. And be 
seemed 10 see many wonderful sights as he reached (those places). And 
Arjuna of righteous soul then seemed to arrive at il>e White mountain on 
the North. And then be beheld, in the pleasure gardens of Kuvera the 
delicious lake decked w.th lotuses. And be also saw that foremost of rivers, 
m., Gang*, full of water. And Oien be arrived at the regions about the 
Maridara mountains. Those regions were covered with truce that always bore 
blossoms and fruits. And they abounded with stones lyiog scattered about, 
that were all transparent crystal. And they were inhabited by Iiodb and 
tigers aud abounded with animals of diverse kinds. And they were adorned 
with many beautiful retreats of ascetics echoing with the sweet notes of 
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delightful warblers. And they rebounded also with the song* of Kinnaras. 
Graced with many golden and silver peaks* they were illumined with diverse 
herbs and plants. And many Afandam tree* with their beautiful burden of 
Howers, adorned them. And then Ariuna reached the mountains called Kill 
that looked like a heap of antimony. And then he reached the summit 
called Brahma* unga, and then many rivers, and then many inhabited 
provinces. And be arrived at CaUsringa, and the wood* known by the 
name of Ciryyati. And then he beheld the sirred spot known a* the 
Horse -bead, and then Use region of Athuvana. And then he beheld 
dial prince of mountains called Vmhadanca, and the great Handera, 
abounding with Apsam, and adorned with Kinnaras. And roaming on 
that mountain, Partba, with Krishna, beheld a spot of Earth adorned 
with excellent fountains, decked wixh golden minerals, and possessed of 
the spJendoar of the lunar rays and hating many cities apd towns. And he 
also beheld many sea* of wonderful forms and diverse mice* of wealth. 
And thus sojourning through the sky and firmament and the Earth, he 
reached ll*e spot called Vishnupada. And wondering* with Krishna 
in liis company, he came down with great velocity like a shaft shot 
(from a bow). And soon Pauli a beheld a blaring mountain whose splendour 
equalled that of the planets, the constellations, ur the fire. And arrived 
at that mountain, he belaid on its top, the high soiled god having the 
bull foe his mark, and ever engaged in ascetic pevuui res, like a thousand 
Suns collected together, and blaring with his own effulgence. Trident 
in Hand, matted locks on h*od, of snow white colour, he was robed in 
barks and skins. Endued with great energy, hia body was variegated 
with a thousand eye*- And lie was seated with Par vat; and many crea- 
tures of brilliant forms ( around him ). And hi* attendants were engaged 
in singing and playing upon musical instruments,* in laughing and dan- 
cing, in moving about and stretching their hand*, and in uttering loud 
shouts. And the plane was perfumed with fragrant odours and Ritkis 
that uttered Brahma adored him will* excellent hymns of unfading glory, 
he was the protector of all creature*, a:xd wielded the ( great ) bow 
( called Final* ). Beholding him, Vasodava of righteous *o at, with Partht, 
touched the earth wilh his head, uttering the eternal words of the Vtii r 
And Krishna adored, with speech, soul, understanding, and acta, that 
god who is the first source of the universe, himself increate, the 
supreme lord of unfading glory ; who is die highest cause of the mind, 
who ;s space and the wind, who i9 the cause of all the luminous bodies 
(in the firmament), who is the creator of the rain, and the supreme, primordial 
substance of the Etrtb. who is the object of adoration with the gods, the 
•ZtaftKW, the Yak f has, and human beings ; who a the supreme Brahma ; 
that is seen by Ysgint and the refuge of those acquainted with who is the 
creator of all mobhe and imobile creatures, and their destroyer al«o ; who is 
the Wrath that bums everything at the end of the \uf* ; who is the supreme 
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soul ; wiio isCakra and Stir ya, and the origin of all attributes. And Krishna 
sought the protection o( tlut Bhara whom men of knowledge, desirous of 
attaining to that which is called the subtile and the spiritual, behold ; that 
incrcate one who is the soul of all causes. And Arjuna repeatedly adored 
that deity, knowing that he was the origin of all creatures and the cause of the 
put, the future, and the present Beholding those two, wY, Nara and 
Narayana armed, Sarva of cheerful pool, smilingly said unto them.— Welcome 
are ye, ye foremost of men I Ri9e up and let the fatigue of your journey 
be, over 1 What O heroes, is the desire in your heart ! Let it be uttered 
quickly. What is the business that has brought you hither ? I will accomplish 
it I Do what would benefit you ! I will grant everything ye may desire !— 
Heating tljpse words of the god, Uwy both rose. And then with joined 
lands, the faultless Vosudcva and Arjuna, both of great wisdom, hegan to gratify 
that htgh-touled deity with an excellent hymn. And Krishna and Arjuna said, 
—We bow to Bhava, to Sam, to Rudra, to the boon-giving deity ! We b:iw 
to tho lord of all creatures endued with life, to the god who is always fierce, to 
him wbo is railed Knparddin I \V« bow to Mahadeva, to Ultima, to the 
Thrce cycd, or to him who is peace and contentment ! \\ r e bow to Iihana, 
01 to him who is the destroyer of Sacrifice 1 Let salutations be to the slayer nf 
Andhaka, to the father of Kur.ura to him who is of blue throat, to him who is 
the creator ! f-ct salutation he to the wirlder of PtmaJta, to the row embo- 
died of abstemious food to him who is Tuuh, to him wlso is all pervading I 
To him who is unvanquiihed ! To him who is always 0 / blue locks, to him 
who is armed with the trident, to him wbo is of cdeuial vision ! To him who 
is ffotri, to him who protectetfi all, to him who is of three eyes, to him who 
is disease, to him whose vital seed fell nn the fire ! To him wh s is inconceiv- 
able, to him who is the lord of Amvika, to him who is adored by all the 
gods ! To him wbo hath the bull for his mark, to him who is bald, to him who 
is of mailed locks : to him who is a Brahwacharin. To him wliu standetli us 
an ascetic in the water, to him who is devoted to to him who hath 

never been conquered 1 To him who is tlu soul of the universe, to him who 
.s the creator of the universe, to him who liveth pervading the whole universe ! 
We bow to thee that art the object of the reverence of all, to thee that art the 
original cause of all creatures I To thee that art called Brahwcu'tuikra, to thee 
that are called Sarza, Sankara % and Sira ! We bow to thee that art the lard 
of all great beings ! We bow to thee that hast a thousand heads, to thee that 
hast a thousand arms, to thee that art called death I To thee that hast a 
thousand eyes, a thousand leg* l To dice whose acta are innumerable S We 
how to thee whose complexion is tlut of gold, to thee that art cased in golden 
mail, to thee that an ever oorapasr.ionate to thy devotees I O lord, let our 
wish be accomplished 

"San java continued,— ‘Having adoted Mabadeva in these terms, Vasudeva 
with Arjuna then began to gratify him foT obtaining (the great) weapon (culled 
Puifmf'aia), 
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seen OK LXXXV 

“Sanjaya said,— Then Parthn, with a cheerful soul and joined hand* and 
eyes expanded (in wonderl, gaied at the god having the bull for It is mark and 
who was the receptacle of every energy. And he hcheld the offerings ho made 
e?ery night to Vasudeva lying by the side of the Three-eyed deity. The *>n 
of Panda then, mentally worshipping both Krishna -and Sarvo, said unto the 
latter,— I desire (to obtain) the celestial weapon !— Hearing these words r,f 
Panha expressive of the boon he sought, the god Siva smilingly wid unto 
Vavudeva and Arjuna*— Welcome to you, ye foremost 0 : men ? I know the 
wish cherished by you, and the business for which you have come here ! I 
will give you wlut you wish ! There is a celestial lake ‘full of Amrita not lar 
from this place, ye slayers of foes l There were kept suraetime hefoce, that 
celestial bow and arrow of mine ! With tl*nt I slew in bsttle all (he enemies 
of the gods 1 firing hither, yc Krishna <, that excellent bow with arrow lix.d on 
it 1 — Hearing these words of Siva, Vasudeva and Arjuua answered,— So be 
it I — And then accompanied by all the attendants of Siva, those two heroes 
set out for that celestial lake which possessed hundreds of heavenly wonders, 
that sacred lake, capable of granting ciery object, which the god having the 
bull for Ini mark had indicated to them. And untu that lake, the MsAts Kara 
and Narayana (rfs, t Arjuna and Vasudeva) went fearless') And having 
rearlved lluit lake bright as the disc of the Sun, Arjuna and Achyuta beheld 
within its waters a terrible snake. And the) beheld there another foremost of 
srukcs, that had a thousand heads. And possessed of the effulgence 
of fire, that make was vomiting fierce flames. Then Krishna and 
Partha having touched water, juiru-d tUdr hands, and approached those snakes, 
having bowed unto the god having the bull for h i mark. And as they 
approached the snake*, conversant ai they were with V tdai t they uttered 
the hundred stanzas in the Vti* to the praise of Rudra, bowing the 
while, with their whole souls, unto Bhara of immeasurable power. Then 
those two terrible makes, in consequence of the power^ of those adora- 
tion* to Kudra, abandoned their snake-fonns, and assumed the forms of 
a foe killing bow and arrow. Gratified ( with what they uw ), Krishna 
and Arjuna then seized Uut bow and arrow of great effulgence. And 
those high -fouled heroes then brought them away and gave them unto 
the illustrious Mahadera. Then from one of the sides of Siva's body 
there came out a Brah*iackann of uwny eyes. And he seemed to be 
the refuge of asceticism. Of bloc throat and red locks, be was endued 
with great might Taking up Uut best of bows, that Brmhmtsharin stood 
placing (both the bow and his fee* properly). And fixing the arrow 
on the bow-string, he beg*" to stretch the latter duly. Beholding the 
manner of Hi* setting the handle of the bow aud drawing the string and 
placing hi* feet, and hearing also the Mantras uttered by Bhava, the son 
of Pandu, of inconceivable prowess, learnt everything duly. The mighty 
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and puissant Brahmsvharin then sj)©d tint arrow to that tame lake. 
And he once more threw that bow also in tl at selfsame lake. Tlien 
Arjuna of goad memory, knowing that Khava was gratified with him, and 
remembering al» the boon the latter had given him in the forest and 
the sight also he gave him of his person, mentally entertained the desire 
— Let all this Utom frodustir* of Jfuxt 1 — Understanding this to be his 
wish, Bhava, gratified with him, gave him the boon. And the god also 
granted him the terrible Pashufufa weapon and the accomplishment of 
hia vow. Then, haring thus once more obtained the P ashufata weapon 
from the Supreme god, die invincible Arjuna, with hair standing on end, 
regarded his business to be already achieved. Then Arjuna and Krishna 
filled with joy, ptid their adorations unto the gTc-U god by bowing their 
heads. And permitted by Bhava both Arjuna and Keswa, those two 

heroes, almost im medially came back to their own camp, filled with 
transports of delight. Indeed, their joy was as great vs that of Indra and 
Vishnu when those two gods, desirous of slaying Jaiublui, bad obtained the 
permission nf Bhava ttat slayer of great A suras A 11 



SECTION l.XXXIt. 

“Sanjaya said,— ‘While Krishna and Daruka were thus conversing to* 
gtthcr, that night, O king, fussed away. ( When morning dawned ), king 
Yudhishthira rose from his bed. PariiwaKiAas and Jfagadhas and AfaAku- 
farkikai and Sulas, gratified tlat bull among men ( with songs and 
music ). And dancers began their dance, and sweet-voiced singers sang 
their sweet songs iraught with the praises of the Kura race. And skilled 
raufticians, well trained ( in their respective instruments ), played on 
AfriJa ngas and Jkwj haras and £ Juris, and Panova and A nsikas, and 
Gomuhhas , and ^^memrar, and oonchs, and Dun Jut hi r, of loud sound, 
and diverse other instruments. That loud noise, deep as the roar of the 
(Hoods, touched the very heavens. And it awoke that foremost of kings, 
wt., Yudhishthira, from his slumbers. Having slept happily on his ex- 
cellent and costly bed, I he king awoke. And the monarch, rising from 
his bed, proceeded to the bath room for performing those acts that were 
absolutely necessary. Then a hundred and eight servants, attired in 
white, themselves washed, and all youn|, approached the king with many 
golden jars filled to the brim. Seated at his ease on a royal seat, attired 
in a thin cloth, the king bathed in scvetal kinds of water fragrant with 
sandal wood and purified with Mantras. H:s body was rubbed by 
strong and well-mined servants writ water in which diverse kinds of 
medicinal herbs had been soaked He was then washed with adhivaska 
water rendered fragrant by various odorifetojs substances Obtaining then 
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a long piece of cloth ( for the bead ) that was as white as the feathers 
of the swan, and that had been hope loose before him, the king bed it 
round his head foe drying the water. Smearing his body then with 
excellent sandal-paste, and wearing floral garlands, and dressing himself in 
clean robes, the mighty-armed monarch stit with face towards the East, and his 
hands Joined together. Following the path of the righteous the son of Kunti 
then mentally said his prayers. And then with great humility lie entered the 
chamber in which the bluing fire (fur warship), was kept And having 
worshipped the fire with faggots of sacred wood and with libations of clarified 
butter sanctified with Afan/rai^bt came out of the chamber. Then that tiger 
among men, entering a second chamber, beheld there many hulls among 
Brahmarm well-acquainted with the Vedas. And they were all self-rcstTaiocd, 
purified by the study of the Vtfai and by vows. And all of them had under- 
gone the bath on the completion of sacrifices performed by them. Worshippers 
of the Sun, they numbered a thousand. And, besides them, there were also 
eight tlws&itd other of the same class. And the mighty armed son of P.tndu, 
having caused them to utter, in distinct voices, agreeable benedictions, by- 
making presents to them of honey and clarified butter and aus|ricious fruits 
of the beat kind, he gave unto etch of them a itiffn of gold, a hundred steeds 
decked with ornaments, and costly robes, and such other presents as were 
agreeable to them. And making unto them presents also of kine yielding milk 
whenever touched, with calves, and hiving their horns decked with gold and 
theii hoofs with si her, the son of Pandu circumambulated them. And then 
seeing and touching Swasttiktii fraught with increase of good fortune, and 
Namiy 'aparfas made of gold, and floral garlands, water-pots, and blaring fire, 
and vessels full of sun-dried rice and others auspicious articles, and the yellow 
pigment prepared from the urine of the cow, and aus|kcioua and well-decked 
maidens, and curds and clarified butter and honey, and auspicious birds and 
diveree othtr things held larred the son of Kunti came into the outer 
chamber. Then, O mighty -armed one, the attendants waiting in that chamber 
brought an excellent and rostly seat of gold that was of a circular shape. 
Decked with pearls and lapis tazMii, and overlaid with a very costly carpet over 
which was spread another cloth of fine texture, that seat was the lundiwork of 
the artificer himself. After the bigb-solued monarch had taken his seat, the 
servants then brought to him all his costly and bright ornaments The high- 
souled son of Kunti put on those begemmed ornaments, whereupon his beauty 
became sucb as to enhance the grief of his foes. And when the servants 
began to fun him with white yak-uils of the bright effulgence of the moon 
and all furnished with handles of gold, the king looked resplendent like a 
mass of clouds charged with lightning. And hards began to sing his ptaises 
and panegyrists uttered his eu’ogics. And singers began to sing unto that 
dcligbter of Kura's race. And in a moment the voices of the panegyrists 
swelled into a loud noise And then wai beard the chatter of car wheels, 
and the tread of horse -hoofs. And :n consequence of that noise mingling with 
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the tinkle of elephants' bells and the blare of conch* and the tread of men, 
the very earth seemed to tremble. Then one of the orderlies in charge of the 
door*, cased in mail, yotbful in years, decked with earrings, and his swurd 
lunging by bis side* entering the 2*1 vale apartment, knelt down on the 
ground, and saluting with ( a bend of ) his head the monarch who deserved 
even* adoration, resjeeserued unto that high soulcd am! royal son of Uharma 
that Hrishikesha was waiting to be introduced. Then that tiger among men, 
having ordered bis servants ,— /M an exuUent seat and ass A rag* a be kept ready 
for Arm,— caused him of Vrishni’s race to be introduced and seated on u costly 
scat. And addressing Madhava with the usual enquiries of welcome, king 
Yudbishthira the just duly worshipped Kcsava/ " 



SECTION LXXXI1I. 

fc, San>aya said,— Then king Yudbishthira the son of Kuoti, saluting 
Dcvulci's son Janarddana cheerfully addressed him saying. — Hast tfiou 
jiassed the night happily, O slayer of Madhu ? Arc all thy perceptions 
clear, O thou of unfading glory ^ — Vaudevi also nude similar empirics 
of Yudbisbthira. Then the orderly came and represented that tlui other 
Kthatriya warriors were walling to hr introduced. Commanded by the 
king, the man introduced that concourse of heroes, consisting of Virata and 
Bhimasena and Dhrisbtadyumna and Satyaki, and Dbriahtaketu the ruler of the 
Chedis, and the mighty car-warrior Dnipada, and Cikbandin, and the twinj 
(Nakula and Sohadeva), and Cbckitana, and the ruler of the Kalik&yat, 
and Yuyutsu of Kura's race, and Utlacnaujas of the Pan -.hulas, and 
Yudhamanyu, and Suvahu, and the (five) tons of Draupodi. These and many 
other Ksbatriyaf, appeoaebiug that high souled bull among Kslutriyas, sat 
down on excellent teats. Those mighty and high-saulcd heroes of great 
splendour, trV, Krishna and YuyudhAn*, both sat on the same seat. Then, 
in the hearing of them all, Yudhishthira addressing the lotus-cytd slayer uf 
Madhu, said unto him these sweet words — Relying uq thee alone, we, like 
the celestials on the deity of a thousand eyes, seek victory in battle and 
eternal happiness ! Thau art aware, O Krishna, of the deprivation of our 
kingdom, our exile at the hands of the foe, and all our diverse woes ! 0 L/ird of 
All, O thou that ait compassionate unto those that are devoted to thee, upon 
thee whuily rests the happiness of us all and our very existence, O slayer of 
Madhu ! O itiou of Vrisbni's race, do that by which niy heart may ever rest 
on thee ? Do also that, O Lord, by which the purposed vow of Arjuna may 
be realised 5 0, rescue us today from this ocean of grief and rage ! O 
Madhava, become tbou today a boat untu us that desirous of crossing 
(that ocean) I The car-warrior desirous of slaying the foe cannot, in battle, do 
that {for the success of his object) which, O Krishna, ihe car 'driver can do if 
he exerts himself carefully l 0 Jaiurddana, as tbou always savc^t the Vtishnia 
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in all calamity*, even so it beboveth tc.ee to save us from this distress, O 
mighty-armed une ! 0 bearer of the conch, discus, and mace rescue the sons of 
Pandu sunk in the fathomless and boa; less Kuiu ocean, by becoming a bcut 
unto them ! I bow to tbee, 0 god of ihc lord of the gods, 0 thou that ^rt 
eternal, O supreme I>estro)cr, O Vislmu, O Jisbnu, O Hari, O Krishna, O 
Vaikilfitba, 0 best of male beings ! Narada d scribed thee as tliat ancient and 
best of RiMs (called Narayana) that giveth boon?, that beaieth the Iww 
Saran£a t and.lluit is the foremast of all ! O Madbava, make those word* irac I— 
Thus addressed in the midst of that assembly by king Yudhishtbira the just, 
Keaava, that foremost of speakers replied unto Yudhishthira in a voice deep 
as that of clouds charged with rain, saying,— In all the worlds including that of 
the celestials, there is no bowman e poal to Dhinajtya the son of Pritht ! 
Possessed of great energy, accomplished in weapons, of great prowest and 
great strength, celebrated in battle, ever wrathful, and of great energy. Arjtsn* 
is the foremost of men I Youthful in years, bull-necked, and of long arms, 
he i6 endued wiih great strength. Treading 'ike a lion or a bull, and exceed- 
ingly beautiful, he will slay all thy foes I As regard* myself, I will d-j th.it 
by which Arjuna the sort of Kunti silly be able to consume thit troops of 
Dhritarashtra's son like a swelling cunHa^ration. Tins very day Arjuna wilt, 
by his arrows despatch that vile wretch of sinful deeds, that slayer of Subodra"* 
son, (tfs., Jayadratha), to that road from which no traveller oome9 back. 
Today vultures and hawks and fuTious jackails and other carnivorous creatures 
will feed on liis flesh. O Yudhishthira, if even at] the gods with Indr.i 
become his protector* today, Jayadratha will still, slain in press of battle, 
repair to Yama’s capital ! Having slain the ruler of the Sindhus, Jnhini will 
come to thee (in ihc evening). Dispel thy grief and tfie f ever (of thy hearty 
O king, and bo thou graced with prosperity !* " 



SECTION Lxxxrv. 

'*San>aya said, — ‘While Yudhiabthtbira, Vasudeva, and others were tbU9 
conversing, Dbaajaya came there, desirous .of beholding that foicmcst 
une of BbaraU's race itz. the king, as also his friends and woll-wkhfra. 
After be had entered that auspicious chamber and basing saluted him duly, 
taken stand before the king, that bull among tbc Pandaias, (tiz king 
YudhishthstaX rising up from his seat, embraced Arjuna with great atfo-t ion. 
Smelling his head and embracing h»m with bis arms, the king blessed him 
heartily. And addressing him smilingl), be said,— It is evident, O Arjnna. 
that complete victory certainly awaits tbee in battle, judging from 
thy countenance (bright and cheeclul as it is), and by the fact 
that Janarddana is well pleased with thee ! Then Jisbnu rlated unto 
him lhat highly Jwunderfal incident, saying, — Blerscd be thou. 
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O monarch, I h.ivc, through Kcwva'u grace, beheld something exceed- 
ingly wonderful !-r-Tben Dhananjaya related everything he bad seen about 
his meeting with the Threc-eycd «od, foT assuring his friends. Then all 
the bearer*, filled with wonder, bent tbei Thrads to the ground. And 
bowing unto the god having the bull for his uiatk, they said,— £xte!Uat, 
Excellent !— Then al! tbe Inends and well-wishers (of the Pandavas), cotn- 
nunded by the son of Dharnu, quickly and carefully proceeded to battle, 
their beans filled with Tage (agains ttlie foe): Sululing the king, 
Yu>udhana and Kesava and Arjuna, cheerfully net out from Yudhish- 
ihira's abode. And those two invincible warriors, thole two heroes, at*., 
Yuyudhana and Janarddana, together proceeded on the same car to 
Arjuna’s pavilion. Arrived there, Ifridukesa, like a charioteer (by pro- 
fession), began to equip that car bearing the mark of the prince of apes 
and belonging to that foremost of car- warriors (n'r., Arjuna). And that 
foremost of cars, of the effulgence of heated gold, and of rattle resembling the 
deep roar of tins clouds, equipl (by Krishna), shone brightly like the 
morning Sun. Then that tiger among men. (ms., VasudcvaX dad in mad 
informed I’.ntla, whj lud finished hll morning prayers t f the fact tliat 
bis car had been |*oparly equip*. Then that foremost of men in this world, 
vi*., the diadem-decked (Arjuna), dad in golden armour, with his bow 
and arrows in hand, circumambulated that car. And odured and bleiicd 
with benedictions about victory by Bralmvanas old in ascetic penances and 
knowledge and years, ever engaged in the petfurmance of religious rites 
and sacrifices, aud baling tbeir passions tinder cuntroL Arjuna then *6ccrvded 
that great car, that excellent vehicle, which bad previously been sanctified 
with mantras capable pf giving victory in battle, like Surya of blaring 
rays ascending the Eastern mountain. And that foremost of car warriors 
decked with gold, in consequence of those golden urnaments of his, 
on his car like Surya of blaring splendour on the breast of Meru. 
After Partha, Yuyudhana and Janarddana mounted ou that car like tbe 
twin Aswins riding tbe same car with India while coming to the sacrifice 
of Swaryjati. Then Guvinda, that foremost of chariuteers, took the reins 
(of tl>e steeds) like Motali taking the reins of Indra's steeds while tire 
Utter went to battle for dating Vritra.* Mounted on that best of cars 
with those two friends, that slayer of Urge bodies of foes, trfs., Partha, 
proceeded for achieving the daughter of the ruler of tbe Sindhus, like 
&?ma rising (in tbe firmament) with Vudha and Cukra, • rfodcstroying the 
gloom of night, oc like Indra proceeding with Varuna and Surya to the 
great battle (with the Aiuriu) occasioned by the abduction of Taraka (the 
wife uf Vrihaspori). Then bards and musicians gratified the heroic Arjuna, 
aibc proceeded, with the sound of musical instruments and auspicious 
hymns of good omen. And the voices of the panegyrists and the 
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bards ottering benedictions of victory and wishing ^nod day, 
mingling with the sounds of musical intrument* became gratifying to 
thoee heroes. And an auspicious breete fraught with fragrance blew from 
behind Partha, gladdening him and sucking up tbe energies of his foes. 
And at that hour, 0 king, many auspicious omens of various kinds appear- 
ed to view, indicating victory to the Pandav&t and defeat to thy warriors, O 
sire! Beholding those indications of victory, Arjuru. addressing the great 
bowman Yuyudhana on his right, wid these words O Yuyudhana 
in today's battle tny victory seems to be certain, since,- O bull of Sini’n 
race, ail these (auspicious) omens are seen ! I slwll, therefore, go thither 
where the ruler of the Sindhus waited* fur (the display of) my energy and 
in espectAtion of repairing to the regions of Yam* ! Indeed, as the 
slaughter of the ruler of the Sindhus is one of my most imperative duties, 
even so is the protection of Sting Yudhiihthira the ju-t another of «wv 
most imperative obligations. O thou of mighty arms, be thou today the 
king's protector! Thou wilt | rotert him e\rn ns I myself ffotect him! 
I do not behold the prison in the world who would be able to vanquish 
thee I Tbou an, in battle, equal to Yasi-dcva hir.uel: ! Tlie chief of the 
celestials himself is unabie tf> vanquish thee 1 Repnsicing this burden on 
thee or on that mighty cat -warrior Praddyumna, 1 can, O bull among 
men, without anxiety alay the ruler of the Sindhus! O thou of the Satwaia 
rare, no anxiety need be entertained on my account ' With thy whole soul 
must tbou protect tbe king ! Tliete where die mighty armed Vavudeva 
fctayeth, and where I myself stay, without doubt, the slighter danger (to him or 
me) can never arise I— Thus addressed by Partha, Satyaki, that ^lajcr of hostile 
heroes, replied, raying,— So be it And then the latter proceeded to the spot 
where king Yudhishtira was.' " 



SECTION LXXXY. 

( Jaxadra/ha-fiadha Parra. ) 

•*Dbritarashtra said,— ‘After Abbuuanyu's slaughter when tbe next day 
came, what did the Panda vas. Afflicted with grief and sorrow do ? Who 
amongst my warriors fought with them ? Knowing, at they did. tbe 
achievements of Savyassachin, O tell me, how could the Kauravas, 
having perpetrited *uch a wrong, remain fearle^sl) ' Hoa could they in 
battle venture even to gaxe at that tiger among men, ( tir., Arjuna, ) 
as he advanced like the all-destroying Death himself in fury, burning 
with grief on account of the sUughtcr of his son ? Refolding tha» 
warrior hnvjng the pnnee of apes on his banner, that hero grieved on 
account of his son's death, sbakirg his gigantic bow in battle, what did 
my warriors do? What, O Swjaya, hath befallen unto Dnryodbana ? 
A great sorrow hath- overtaken us today t I rk> not any longer hear the 
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sounds of Joy ! Thom charming rounds, highly agreeable co the car, 
that . were formerly heard in the abode of the Sindhu king, alas, those 
sounds are no longer heard today ! Alas, in the camp of my sons, 
the sounds o 4 counties bards and panegyrists tinging their praises and 
of dancers are nn longer heard I Formerly such sounds usod to 9trike 
my car* incessantly I Alas, plunged into grief as they are, I do not any 
longer bear those sounds uttered ( in their camp ) ! Formerly, O Sanjaya, 
while sitting in the abode of Sornadatta who was devoted to truth, I used to 
hear such delightful sounds ! Alas, how destitute of (religious) merit I am, for 
I observe the abode of my sons today to be edming with sounds of 
•grief and lamentations and destitute of every noise betokening life and 
energy ! In the houses of Vising sati, Durum k ha, Chitraicna, Vikama, and 
other sons of mine, 1 do not hear the sounds I used to bear formerly ! That 
great bowman, vis., the son of Drona, who was the refuse of my sous, upon 
whom Branmsnas and Kshatriyas and Vaisyai, and a Urge number of disciples 
used to wait, who took pleasure day and night in contra versUJ disputation, in 
talk, in conversation, in live stirring music of diverse instruments, and in 
various kinds of delightful *>ngB, who wliorshlpped by many persona 
among the Kurus, Panda vat, and the Satiratf, alar, O .Wd, in tlic abode of 
that wn of Drona no sound ran be beard of formerly ! Singers and dancers 
used, in large numbers, to wait closely upon that mighty bowman, rtfs., the son 
of Drona I Alas, their sounds can no longer be hoard in his abode ' That 
loud noise which rose in the camp of VirwU and Anuvinda every evening, alas 
th.it noise is no longer heard there ! Nur in the camp of the KsikAyas can 
that loud sound of song and slapping of palms be beard today which their 
iuIcIIlti, engaged in dan«~e and revelry, used to mike ! Those priests 
competent :n the performance of sacrifices who used tu wait upon Soinadatta's 
••in, that refuge 01 scriptural rites, alas, their sounds can ix> longer be beard ! 
The twang nf the bow-string, the sounds of Vedic recitation, the whir of lances 
and swords, and rattle of caT-wheels, t.sed incessantly tn he heard in the abode 
nl Drona 1 Alas, those rounds can no longer be heard there 1 That swell of 
Fongs of d.vcrse realms, that loud noise of musical instruments, which used 
to arise tliere, alas, those can no longer be heard today 1 When Janarddana of 
unfading glory came fnm Upaplavya desirous of peace, from compassion for 
every creature, I then, O Suta said untj the wicked Duryodhana,— Obtaining 
Vos udeva as the mean?, make peace with the Pandavas, 0 son ! I think the 
time has come (for miking peace) ! Do not, O Duryodhana, transgress my 
command ! If tlwu seUest Vasudeva aside who now begs thee for peace 
and addresses thee for thy good, victory thou wilt. never have in battle !— 
Durv dhana, however did set aside Him of Dasarha's race that bull among all 
bowmen, who then spoke whit wa< for Duryodhana's good. By this, be 
embraced what wns calamitous to himself. Seiied by death himself, that 
wieked-sonled son of mine, rejecting my counsels, adopted those of 
Duscasam and Knrna. I m>self did not approve of the match at dice. Vidura 
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did not approve of it. The ruler of the Sindhus did not nor Rhishim, nor 
SaJya ; nor Bhurisravas ; nor Purumitm ; nor Joya ; nor Aswatthaman ; 
nor Krtpa ; nor Drona, O Sanjaya! If my son had conducted himself 
according to the counsels of these persons, he would then, with his 
kinsmen and friends have lived for ever in happiness and peace. Of 
sweet and delightful speech, ever saying what h agreeable amid their 
kinsmen, high-born, loied by all, and [assessed of wndom, the sons 
of Pandu are sure to obtain happiness. Tlve man who casteth his eye 
on nghteousnee*. always and everywhere olitaineth happiness. Such a 
man. after death, winneth benefit and grace. Possessed of sufficient 
might, the P.mdavs deserve to enjoy half the Earth. The Earth girt 
by the sea is as much their ancestral possession <as of the Kurus). 
Possessed of sovereignty, the Panda vas will rever deviate from the track 
of righteousness. O child. I lure kinsmen to whose voice the PandftvnB 
will ever listen, — such, for instance, at Sllya. Saniadatta, the high-soaled 
Bliishma, Drona, V’ikama, Valtnki, Kripa, and others among the P.haratas 
•hit are illustrious and reverend in years. If they speak unto them on 
thy behalf, the Pandava* will ccria.nl y art according to those beneficial 
recommendations. Or, who, amongst these, thinkest thou, belongs to 
their jxirty that will speak to them otherwise? Krishna will never 
abandon the path of righlcousneis. The Pandav** are all obdient to 
him. Words of righteousness spulcen by myself also, those heroes 
will never disobey, for the Panda vae are all of righteous souls I— Pite- 
ously Umentidg, 0 -W./, I ^ke these and miny other words untn my 
son. Foolish as he is, he listened not to me ! f think all this to be the 
mischievous influence of time I There where Yiikodara and Arjuna are, 
and the Vrishni hero Satyaki, and UtUmiujas of the Panchahu, and the 
invincible Yudhamanyu, and the irrepressible Dhrishudyumana, and the 
unvnwpmhed Sikhandin, the Asm ideas, the Kekayas, and Kihatradhar- 
nian of the Scmakas, the ruler of the Chcdis, and Chtkiuaa, and Vibbu 
the son of the ruler of the Kasis, the sons of Draupadt, and Virata, 
and the mighty car-warrior Drupada, and those tigers among men, vtM n 
the twins (Sakula and Sahadeva), and the slayer of Madhu to offer coun- 
sel, who is there in this world that would fight these, expecting to live ? 
Who else, again, is there, sire Duryodham, and Kama, and Sakuni the 
son of Suvala, and.Duscasana as their fourlli, for I do not see the fifth 
that would venture to resist my foes while the latter display their cele- 
stial weapons ? They who have Vishnu himself on their car clad in 
mail and reins in hand, they who have Arjuna for their warrior, they can 
never bare defeat I Doth not Duryodbana now recollect those iameniations 
a! mine ? The tiger among men, Bhishma, thou hast said, 
has been slain. I think, beholding tl.e fruit* of the words uttered 
by the far-seeing Vidura, my sons are now indulging in lamentations J 
I think, beholding his army overwhelmed by Cini's grand**! and Arjuna, 
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heltoldmg the terr aces of his cars empty, my so ns art* indulgin'; iti lament- 
ations ! As a swelling conflagration linked by the winds consumes n heap 
of dry graat at the dose of winter, even so will Dhaiuinjaya consume 
my tranjjs ! O Sanjajra, thou art ar«'oni|diUiefl in narration ! Tell me 
everything that transpired after the doing of that great wrong to Portlia 
in Use evening ! When Abhmunyii was «lain, what became the stale of 
your minds ? Having, O son, greatly offended the wiclder of Garulsva , 
my warriors are incapable of hearing an haute his achievements ! What 
measures were resolved upon by Duryodhana, and what hy Kama ? 
What also did Duscasar.a and Suvala's son do ? O Sanjaya, O son, dial 
which has in battle befallen all my children assembled together, is cer- 
tainly due to the evil acts of the wicked Duryodhona, who followeth in 
the puli of avarice, who is of wicked understanding, wl>o«e judgment is 
perverted by wrath, who coveteih sovereignty, who is foolish, and who is 
deprived of reason by anger 1 Tell me. O Srnjaya, what measures were 
then adopted by Dtiryodhara ? Were they ill-judged or well-judged ?' 



SECTION LXXWT. 

“Sanjaya said, — 'I will tell thee all, for everything hath been witness- 
ed by me with my own eyes ! I.istm calmly I Gre.it is thy fault I 
Kven as an embankment is useless alter the waters ( of the field ) have 
flowed away, even so, O king are these lamentations of thine useless ! 
0 bull of Bharala's nice, do not grieve ! Wonderful as are the decrees 
of the Destroyer, they are incapable of being transgressed. l>o not 
grieve, O bull of Bharata's race, for this is not new ! If thou hadst 
formerly restrained Yudhishthira the son of Kunti and thy sons also 
from the match at dice, this calamity then would never have overtaken 
thee 1 If, again, when time for battle came, thou hedtt restrained both 
the |urties inflamed by wrath, this calamity then would never have over- 
taken thee I If, again, thou hadst formerly urged the Kurus to slay ihe 
disobedient Duryodhana, then this calamity would never have overtaken 
thee l ( If thou hadst done any of these acts X the Pandavas, the 
Panehalas, the Vrishnis, and the other kings would then Wave never 
known thy wrong-headedness ! If, again, doing thy duty as a father, 
thou had**, hy placing Duryodhana in the [lih of righteousness, caused 
him to tread along it, then this calamity would never have overtaken 
thee ! Thou art the wisest man on Earth. Forsaking eternal virtue. l>ow 
couldtt thou follow the counsel* of Duryodhana and Kama and Snkuni ? 
These lamentations of thine, therefore, O king, that l hear,— of thine 
that art wedded to (acridly) wealth,— teem to me to be honey mixed 
with poison ! O monarch, formerly Krishna did not respect king Yodhiah- 
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rfoira the sun of Paudu, or Drona, 30 much as be used to resj^ct thee I 
When, however, be came la know thee as one fallen off from tlie 
duties of a king, line* then Krisbn* bath ceased to regard thee with 
respect ! Thy sons bad addressed various harsh speeches towards the 
suns of Pritha. Thou wast indifferent to those speeches then, O thou 
that wishcu sovereignty umo thy sons, the consequence of that indilTer* 
ence of thine hath now overtaken thee • O sinless one, tliy ancestral 
sovereignty i* now in danger. ( If it is nut so ), obtain nuw ;l m whulc 
Earth subjugated by the sons t4 frith* 1* The kingdom that- the Kurus 
enjoy, as also tbeir lame bod been acquired by me Handu The 
virtuous suns of Pandu added to that kingdom and that lame. Those 
achievements, however, of theirs became <to them) barren of fruit as they 
came in contact with ll*ee, since they were deprived of even their ancestral 
kingdom by thy covetous self. Now, O king, when the battle lus begun, 
thou censurcst thy sons, indicating diverse faults of theirs. This is scarcely 
becoming. The Ksttttnyu, while lighting, do not take care of their very 
lives 1 Indeed, those bulls unsung Kshatriyas 6glit, penetrating into the 
array of the P.»nhas ! Wla» else, indeed, save the Kauruv.t*. would venture 
to light with that force which is protected by KrielUMAud Arjuna, by haiyaki 
arvd Vrikodara ? Them that have Arjuna for their warrior, them that have 
Janurdhana for their counseller, them that have Suyaki and Vrikodara for 
their protectors, what mortal bowman is there that would dare tight with, save 
the Kauravas and those that Jire following their lead ? All that is capable of 
being achieved by friendly kirn;* endued with heroism and observant of the 
duues of Kihatriyas, all that is being done by the warriors on tlic Kaurava 
side ! Listen now, therefore, to everything that hath taken place in that 
terrible battle between those tigers auiong men, rtfs, tlio Kurus and the 
Panda* as I' " 



SECTION LXXXV11. 

“S&ftj*)* said— 'After that night had passed away, Drona, that foremost 
of all ireilders <A wcapucu, began to array all bis divisoins for ‘bailie. Diverse 
sounds weie heard, O monarch, of angry heroes shouting in uraih and 
desirous of slaying one another And some stretched their bows, and 
some rubied with their hands their Ixjw-suing* And drawing deep breaths, 
many of them shouted, saying— Where is dial Dnananaya ?— And some 
began to throw upwards fund again siere) their naked awofds, unyielding, 



♦ ApaVrittxzm is explained by Nilakantha as, endangered or made doubtful. 
What San Java says is that if it is nut s u, thou shalt then have to undergo the 
bitterness ot ruling over the whole world bestowed upon thee by the Panda vaa. 
Either the Pandivas will snatch away thy kingdom, or m ike tbee ruler uf the 
whole world after slaying thy sous Either of these alternatives would be bitter 
to tbee— T. 
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well-tempered, of the color of the sky, possessed of great sharpness, and 
furnished with beautiful lulls. And brave warriors, desirous of battle, by 
thousands, were seen to perform the cvbluUons oi swords men and of bowmen, 
with skill acquired by |*actice. Some whirling their mares decked with 
bel!f, smeared with sandal paste, and adorned with gold and diamonds, 
enquired after the sons of Pandu. Some, intoxicated with the pride 
of strength and possessed of missive arms, obstructed the welkin with tbeir 
spiked clubs that resembled (a forest of sturdy ) poles raised in honor of India. 
Others, have warriors all, adorned with beautiful garlands of flowers, desirous 
of battle, occupied diverse portions of the field, armed with diverse weapons. 
Where U Arjuru ? Where is that Govinda ? Where is the proud Bhima ? 
Where also arc these allies of theirs ?— Lrcn thus did they call upon them in 
battle. Then blowing Ins conch and himself urging his horses to great speed, 
Drona moved About with areal celerity, arraying his troops. After all those divi 
sions tbit delight in battle hid taken up tbdr stations, Bluradwaja's son, O king, 
said these words unto Jay.idrathi. —Thyself, Soiuadatta’s son, the mighty car- 
warrior Kama, Aswaubauian, Salya, Vriahascna and Kppa, with a hundred 
thousand horse, sixty thousand cars, four and ten thousand elephants with 
rent temples, one and twenty thousand foot-soldiers did in mail take up your 
station behind me at the distance of twelve miles ! There the very gods with 
Vasm at their head will not be able to attack thee, what need be said 
therefore, of the Pandivis ? Take comfort, O ruler of tlie Sindhus !— Thus 
addressed (by Drona\ Jayadratha the ruler of the Sindhus became comforted 
And be proceeded* to the spot indicated by Drona, accompanied by many 
Gandhara warriors, and surrounded by those great car-waniors, and with many 
foot soldier? clad in mail, prepared to tight vigorously and armed with nooses. 
The steeds of Jayadratlu well skilled in bearing or drawing, were all, O 
Mi inarch, decked with yak-tails and ornaments of gold. And seven thousand 
such steeds, and three thousand other steeds of the Sindhu bleed were with 
him. 

“ Thy sen Durmarshana, desirous of doing battle, stationed himself at 
tl>e bead of all the troops, accompanied by a thousand and live hundred 
infuriate elephants of awful si 10 clad in mail and of fierce deeds, and all ridden 
by well-trained clc plum wider*. Tby two other sons, tvs., Dush»*ana and 
Vikarana, took up tbeir position amid the advance divisions of the aruty, for 
the accomplishment ui the objects of Jayadratha. ’Hie array that Bharadwaja's 
son formed, j*irt SukdJ* and part a drde % was full forty eight miles lung and 
the width of its rear measured twenty miles. Drona himself formed that 
anaiy, with countless brave king* stationed within it and counil«s*cars and 
steeds and elephants and foot -soldier?. In the Tear of that array was another 
impenetrable array uf the form of a iatui. And within that Utus was another 
dense array called the needle. Having formed his mighty array thus, Drona 
took up his station. At the mouth of that the great bowman Kritavar- 

man took up his stand. Next to KriUvarman.iO sire, stood the ruler of die 
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Kamvojis and Jalasandhi. Ncvt to these stood Duryochana and Rarna- 
Behind them hundreds and thousands of unreturning heroes were stationed 
in that S*kata for protecting its head. Behind them all, 0 monarch, and 
surrounded by a vast force, was Icing Jayadratha stationed at one side of that 
needle shaped array. At the entrance of the Sakabi, 0 king, was Bliarod- 
waja's son. Behind Drona was the chief of the Bhujas, who protected him. 
Clad in white armour, with excellent head-gear, of broad chest and mighty 
arms, Drona stood, stretching his large bow, like the Destroyer h unself in 
wrath. Beholding Drona’ s car which was graced rith a beautiful standard 
and had red sacrificial altar and a black deerskin, the Kauravas were filled 
with delight. Seeing that at ray formed by Drona, vhich resembled the ocean 
itself in agitation, the SiJJAal and the Charanai were filled with wonder. 
And all creatures thought that array would devour the whole Garth with her 
mountains and seis and forests, and abounding with diverse realms. And 
king Duryodhana, beholding that mighty array in the form of a SaAato* teem- 
ing with cars and men and steeds and elephants, rearing dreadfully, of 
wonderful form, and capable of riving the hearts of foes, began to rejoice. ** 



SECTION LXXXVKU. 

41 San jay a said.— 'After the divisions of the Kuru army bad been (thus) 
arrayed, and a loud uproar. O site, had arisen ; after druoi9 and JfrUmnfM 
began to be beat and played upon , after the din of the warriors and the 
noise of musical instruments bad become audible ; after concha began to be 
blown, and an awful roar hid arisen, making the hair to stand on end ; after 
tbe field of battle hid been slowly covered by the Bharata heroes desirous of 
fight ; and after the hour called AW rj hid set in, Savyasiachin made his 
appearance. Many thousands of ravens and crows, O Bharaia proceeded sport- 
ing on Use front of Afjuna's car. Various animals of terrible cries, and 
jackalls of inauspicious sight, began to yell and howl on our right as we 
proceeded to battle. Thousands of blazing meteors fell with great noise. 
The whole Earth trembled on that dreadful occasion. Dry winds blew in all 
direction i, accompanied by thunder, and driving hard pebbles and gravel 
when K -inti's son came at the commencement of battle. Then Nakula's son 
Citanika, and DhrishUdyumna the son of Pnthau, those two warriors 
possessed of great wisdom, arrayed the several divisions of the Pandavas. 
Then thy soo Durmarshana. accompanied by a tbousind cars, a hundred 
elephants, three thousand horses, and ten thousand foot -soldiers, and covering, 
a piece of ground that measured the length of fifteen hundred bows, took up 
h.s position at the very van of all tbe troops, and said— Like tbe continent 
resisting tbe surging sea, even 1 will today resist the wielder of Ga*diva t that 
scorcher of foes, that warn or who is irresistible in battle ! Let people today 
behold the wraLhful Dhananjay collide with me like a mass of stone against 
*3 
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another stony mass I Ye car-warriors that arc desirous of battle, stay ye 
{as witnesses) t Alone I will fight with alt the Pandavas assembled together, 
for enhancing my honor and fame ! — Tlwt high-souied and noble 
sc>n of thine that great bowman saying this, stood there, surrounded by 
many great^bowmen. Then, like the Destroyer himself in wrath, or Vasava 
himself armed with the thunder, or Death's irresistible self-armed with his 
dub and urged on by Time, or Mahadeva armed with the trident and 
incapable of being ruffled, or Vanins bearing his noose, or the blaring 
fire at the end of . the Yuga risen for consuming the creation, the slayer 
of the Nhatakavachas infltmed with rage and swelling with might, the ever 
victorious Jaya devoted to truth and desirous of achieving his great vow. clad 
in mail and armed with sword, decked in golden diadem, adorned with 
garlands of swords of white flowers and attired in white rubes, his arms decked 
with beautiful Angadai and ears with excellent earring, mounted on his own 
furemost of cars, (the incarnate) Nara, accompanied by Karayans, shaking his 
GanJira in batik, shone brilliantly like the risen Sun ! And Dhanajnya of 
great prowess placing his car, O k : ng, at the very van of his army where 
densest showers of arrows would fall, blew his conclL 1 hen Krishna also O 
sire, fearlessly blew with greit force his foremost of conelis called Purtikajanya 
as Partha blew his. And in consequence of blare of their conchs, all the 
warriors in tby army, 0 monarch, trembled and became heartless. And their 
hair stood on end at that sound. As all creatures are possessed with fright 
at the sound <A the thunder, even *> dtd all thy warriors take fright of the blare 
of those conchs. And all the animals ejected urine and excreta. Thy whole 
itrmy with its animals became filled with anxiety, O king, in consequence 
of the blare of those (two) conchs, all men, 0 sire, lost their strength. And 
some amongst them, O | monarch, were ispired with dread, and some lost their 
senses. And the ape on Arjuna's banner, opening his mouth wide, 
made an awful noise with the other creatures on it, for terrifying thy 
troops. Then conchs and horns and cymbals and Amakas were once more blown 
and beat for cheering thy warriors. And. that noise mingled with the noise 
of diverge (other) musical instruments, with the shouts of warriors aud the 
slaps of their armpits, and with their leonine roan uttered by great car- 
warriors in summoning and challenging (their antagonists). When that 
tumultuous uproar rose there, an uproar that enhanced the fear of the 
timid, the son of Pakaaastna, filled with great delight, addressing him of 
Dasarha's race, said (these words). 



* This verse is gramnuticilly connected with 27 . The Bengal reading 
samuhuiait is better than tbe Bombay reading samadhutais although Nilakantb* 
accepts the last.— T. 
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41 'Afjuna said,— Urge the steeds, 0 Hrishikesa to whete Durmarsbana 

stayeth ! Piercing through that elephant division I will penetrate into the 
hostile army ! 

"Saajaya continued,— "Thus addressed by Savymchio, tl>c mighty-armed 
Kesava urged the steeds to where Darnirshana was staying. Fierce and 
awful was the encounter that commenced there between one and tbc 
many, an encounter that proved very destructive of can and elephants 
and men 1 Then Partha, resembling a pouring cloud, covered his 
foes with showers of shafts like a mass of clouds pouring rain on 
the mountain breast* The hostile car-warriors also, displaying great light- 
ness of hands, quickly covered both Krishna and Dhananjaya with clouds 
of arrows. The mighty-armed Paitba then, thus opposed in battle by his 
foes, became filled with wrath, ard began to strike off with his arrows 
the heads of car-warriors from their trunks. And the Earth became 
strewn with beautiful heads decked with earrings and turbans, the 
nether lips bit by the upper one*, and the faces adorned with eyes 
troubled with wrath. Indeed, tbc scattered heads of the warriors looked 
resplendent like an assemblage of plucked off and crushed lotuses lying 
strewn about the field. Golden coats of .maiif dyed with gcre, ( lying 
thick over the field ), looked like masses of clouds charged with light- 
ning. The sound, O king, of head* falling on the Earth, resembled 
that of falling palmyra fruits ripened by time. Headless trunks arose, 
some standing bow in band, and some with naked swords upraised in 
the act of striking. Those brave warriors incapable of brooking Ariuna's 
feats and desirous of vanishing him, had no distinct perception as to 
when their heads were struck off by Ar|una. The Earth hecame stTewn 
with heads of horses, trunks of elephants, and the arms and legs of 
heroic warriors . — This 9ne is Parik^ — Wktrt is Partha 1 — here is Part ha I 
— Even thus, O king, the warriors of thy army became filled with the 
idea of Partba only ! i>epcived of their senses by Time, they regarded 
the whole world to be full of Partba only, and, therefore, many of 
them perished, striking one another, and some struck even their own 
selves. Uttering wails of woe, many heroes, covered with blood, de- 
prived of their senses, and in great agony, laid themselves down, calling 
upon their friends and kinsmen. Arms, bearing short anows, or lances, 
or dans, or swords, or battle-axes, or pointed stakes, or scimitars, or 



* The original i9 pleonastic.— T, 

t This verse obviously needs correction. Instead of “golden coats of 
mail,'* I think some such correction is needed, vis coats ol mail, of black 
bon, decked with gold and dyed with blood, etc T 
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bowr, or spears, or shafts, or maces. and eased in armour and decked 
with An&a&ai and other ornaments and looking like large snakes, anc 
resembling huge clubs, cut oft ( from trunks ) with mighty weapons, were 
seen to jump about, jerk about, and move about, with great force, as 
if in rage. Every one amongst those that wiathfully advanced against Parth* 
in that battle, perished, his body pierced with wmc fatal shaft of that hero. 
While dancing on his car as it moved, and drawing his bow, no one there 
could detect the minutest opportunity for striking him. The quickness with 
which he took his shaft!, fixed them on the bowing, and let them olT, filled all 
his enemies with wonder. Indeed Phalgtma, with his shafts, pierced 
elephants and elephant -riders, horses and horse-riders, car-waniois and drivers 
of cars. There was none amongst his enemies, whether staying before him or 
struggling in battle, or wheeling about, or pushed forward by those on their 
back, whom the son of Panda did not slay. As tbc Sun rising in 
the welkin destroyed! the thick gloom, even so did Arjuna destroy 
that elephant forces by means of his shafts winged with Kanka plumes. 
The Held occupied by lliy troops, in consequence of riven elephants 
fallen upon it, looked like the Earth strewn with huge hills at the 
hour of universal dissolution. As the midday Sun is incapable of 

being looked at hy all creatures, even so was Dhananjaya excited with 
wrath incapable of being looked at, in battle, by his enemies. The 
troops of thy son, 0 chastiseT of foe?, afflicted (with the nrrowi of 

Dhananjaya\ broke and lied in fear. Like a mass of clouds pierced 
and driven away by a mighty wind, that army was pierced and routed 
by Partha. * None, indeed could gaze at the hero while he was slaying 
the foe. Urging their horses to great speed by goads, by the horns of 
their bows, by deep growls, by encouraging behests, by whips, by cuts 
on tbeir funks, and by threatening speeches, thy men, rj'a., thy cavalry 
and thy car -warrior*, at also thy foot-soldiers, afflicted with the shafts of 
Arjuna, fled away from the fields. Others (that rode on elephants), (led 

away, urging those huge beasts by pressing tbeir flanks with their senses 

by Partha's arrows, in flying, ran against Par ilia himself. Indeed, tby 
warriors, then became all cheerless and their understandings were all 
confused. 



SECTION XC 

Dhritarashtra aid,— 1 'When the van of my army thus slaughtered by the 
diadem-decked (Arjuna) broke and fied, who were those heroes dial advan- 
ced against Arjuna ? (Did any of them actually fight with Arjuna, or) 
did all, abandoning their resolutions, enter the SaMata urray, getting behind 
the fearless Dtom resembling a solid wall ¥ 
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4, Sanjaya said,— When Indra’s son Arjuna, O sinless one, began, with 
his excellent Arrows, to break and incessantly slay that force of ours 
many heroes were either slain, or becoming dispirited, fled away. None, 
in that battle, was capable of even looking at Arjuna. Then thy son 
Dascasana, O king, beholding that state of the troops, became filled with 
wrath and rnshed against Arjuna for battle- That hero of fierce juwers 
cased in a beautiful coat of mail made of gold and his head covered 
with a turban decked with gold, caused Arjuna to be surrounded by a 
Urge elephant force which seemed capable of devouring the whole Earth. 
With the sound of the elephants’ bells, the blare of conchi, the twang 
of bowstring?, and the gnints of the tuskers, the Earth, the points of 
compass, and the welkin, seemed to be entirely filled That space of 
time became fierce and awful. Beholding those huge beasts with extend- 
ed trunks filled with wrath and rushing quickly inwards him, like wing- 
ed mountains, urged on with ho^ks, Dhaiunjaya, that lion among men, 
uttenng a leonine shout, began to pierce and 9lay that elephant force 
with his shafts. And like a Makara penetrating into the vast deep surging 
into mountain waves when agitated by the tempest, the diadem decked 
(Arjuna) penetrated into that elephant host Indeed, Partha, that subjector 
of hostile cities, was then seen by all on every side to resemble the scorching 
Sun that, rises transgressing the rule about direction and hour, on the day of 
the universal destruction. And in consequence of the sound of horse hoofs, 
rattle of car-wbccls, the shouts of combatants, the twang of bow strings, the 
noise of diverse musical instruments, the blare of Pancha/anja and 
Vtvadatte, and roar of Gtmdfou, men and elephants were dispirited and 
deprived of their senses. And men and elephants were risen by Savyasan- 
chin with his shafts whose touch resembled that of snakes of virulent poison. 
And those elephants, in that battle, were pierced all over their bodies with 
shafts, numbering thousands upon thousand* sped from Gandira, While 
thus mangled by die diadem-decked (Arjuna), they uttered loud noises 
and incessantly fell down on the earth like mountains shorn of their wings. 
Others struck at the jaw of /rental globes or temples with long abafta, ottered 
cries resembling those of cranes. The diadem-decked (Arjuna) began to cut 
off, with his straight arrows die heads of warriors standing on the necks of ele- 
phants. Those heads decked with ear-ring*, constantly falling on the Earth, 
resembled a multitude of lotuses that Partha was culling for an offer to his 
gods. And while the elephants wandered on the field, many warriors 
were seen to hang from their bodies, divested of armour, afflicted 
with wounds, covered with blood, and looking like painted pictures. In 
some instances two oi three warriors, pierced by one arcow winged with 
beautiful feathers and well-shot (from Gandfad), fell down on tbe Earth. 
Many elephant:, deeply pierced with long shafts, fell down, vomiting blood 
from the.r mouths, with the riders on tbeir backs, tike bilb overgrown with 
forests tumbling down through some convulsion of nature. Partha. by means 
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of his straight shafts, cut into fragment* the bowstrings, standards, bows, 
yokes, and shafts of the car-warriors opposed to him. None could notice 
when Arjuna took up his arrows, when he fixed them on the bowstring, when he 
drew the string, and when he let them off. Alt that could be seen was that 
Partha seemed to dance on his car with his bow incessantly drawn to a circle, 
Ekphants.deeply pierced with long shafts and vomiting blood from their mouths, 
fell down, as soon as they were struck, on the Earth. And in the midst of that 
great carnage, O monarch, innumerable headless trunks were seen to stand up. 
Anus, with bows in grasp, or whose fingers were cased in leathern fences, 
holding swords, or decked with Angadas and other ornaments of gold, cut off 
from trunks, were seen lying about. And the field, of battle was strewn with 
innumerable Upaihkaras and AtWsrfanas, and shafts, and crowns, crushed 
car-wheels, and broken Akihas, and yokes, and warriors armed with shields 
and bows, and floral garlands, and ornaments and robes, and fallen standards. 
And in consequence of those slain elephants and steeds, and the fallen bodies 
of Ksbatriyas, the Earth there assumed an awaful aspect. Dussasana's forces, 
thus slaughtered, O king, by the diadem-decked (Arjuna), fled away. Their 
leader himself was in great pain, fur Dussasana, greatly afflicted by those shafts, 
overcome by fear entered, with his division. the Sakata array, seeking Drona 
as his deliverer.' u 



SECTION XCI 

Sanjaya said,— 'Slaying the force of Dussasana, the migthy-car warrior 
Savayasachin, desirous of getting at the ruler of the Sindhus, proceeded against 
the division of Drona. Having approached Drona who was stationed a; the 
entrance of the anay. Panha, at Krishna's request joined his bands and said 
these words unto Drona Wish me well, 0 Brahmana, and blew me, saying,— 
Smasti 1 Through thy grace 1 wish to penetrate into this impenetrable array 1 
Thou art to me even as my sire, or even as king Yudbishtira the just, or even 
as Krishna 1 I tell thee this truly 1 O sire, O sinless one even as Aswatha- 
man deserves to be protected by tbee, I also deserve tu be protected by 
thee, 0 foremost of regenerate ones ! Through thy grace, O foremost of men, 
I dejire to slay the ruler of the Sindhus in battle ! O lord, ree that my vow 
is accomplished L — ' 

^Sanjaya continued,— "Thus addressed by him, the preceptor, smiling, 
replied unto him, saying,— O VibhaUu, without vanquishing me, thou shalt not 
be able to vanquish Jayadratha !— Telling him this much Drona, smiling, 
covered him with showers of sharp arrows, as also his car and steeds and 
standard and charioteer. Then Arjuna, baffling Drona's arrowy showers 
with his own arrows, rushed against Drona, shooting mightier and more awful 
shafts. Observant of Kshatriya duties, Arjuna then pierced Drona in that 
batik with nine arrows. Cutting the shafts of Arjuna by hb own shaffs, 
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Drana then pierced both Krishna and Arjana with many shaft* that resembled 
poisioo or fire. Then, while Arjuna was thinking of cutting off Drona’ • bmr 
with his arrows, the latter, endued with great valor, fearlessly and quickly cut 
off, with his shafts the bowstring of the illustrious Phalguna. And he also 
pierced Phalguna’i steeds and standard and charioteer. And the heroic 
Drona covered Philguna himself with many arrows, smiling the while. Mean- 
time stringing his large bow anew, Partha, that foremost of all persons converse- 
ant with arms, getting tbe better of bis preceptor, quickly shot six hundred 
arrows as if he had taken and shot only one arrow. And once more bo 
shot seven hundred other arrows, and then a thousand arrows incapable of 
being resisted, and ten thousands of other arrows. All these slew many 
warriors of Drona' s array. Deeply pierced with those weapons by the mighty 
and accomplished Partha acquainted with all mode of warfare, many men 
and steeds and elephant* fell down deprived of life. And car-warriors, afflicted 
by those shafts, fell down from their foremost of cars, deprived of horse* and 
standards and destitute of weapons and life. And elephants fell down like 
summits of hills, or masses of clouds, or large houses, loosened, dispersed, or 
burnt down by the thunder, the wind, or the lire. Struck with Arjuna's 
shafts, thousands of sleeJs fell down like swans on the breast of llimavat, 
struck down by the force of watery current. Like tbe Sun, that rises at tbc end 
of the )Vm, drying up with his rays vast quantities of water, the son of Panda, 
by his showers of weapons and arrows, slew vast number s of car-warriors and 
steeds and elephants and loot soldiers. Then tike the clouds covering the 
Sun the Drona-doud, with its arrowy showers, covered tbe Pandava-San, 
whose rayes in the shape of thick showsrs of arrows were scorching in tbc 
battle the foreno?t ones among the Kurus. And then the preceptor struck 
Dhananjaya at the breast with a long shaft shot with great lorce and capable of 
drinking the life blood of every foe. Then Arjuna, deprived of strength, shook 
in all his limbs like a hill during an Earthquake. Soon hokrever, regaining bis 
fortitude, Vibhatsu pierced Drona with many winged arrows. Then Drona 
UTUck Vasudera with five arrows. And he struck Arjuna with three and 
seventy arrows, and his standard with three. Then, O king, the vatocoui 
Drona, getting the better of his disciple, within the twinkling of an eye made 
Arjuna invisible by means of his arrowy showers. We then beheld the shafts of 
Bharadwaja's son falling in continuous lines, and his bow also was seen to 
present the wonderful aapect of being incessantly drawn to a circle. And 
those shafts countless in number, and winged with Use Kanka feathers, shot by 
Drona in that battle, incessantly fell, O king, on Dhananjaya and Vasudcva. 
Beholding then that battle between Drona and the son of Pandu, Vasudeva of 
great intcl’igcncncc began to reflect upon the accomplishment of the 
(important) task. Then Vasudeva, addressing Dhananjaya, said these 
words O Panha, O Partha, O thou of mighty arms, wc should not waste 
time 1 We must goon, avoiding Drona, fora more important task awaits 
ms 1— In reply Partha said unto Krishna,— 0 Kesava, as thou pleaseat !— 




1 84 



MAH A BHARAT A 



Then keeping the mighty-iinned Drona to their right, Arjuna proceeded on 
wards. Turning his face round, Vibhatsu proceeded, shooting his shafts. 
Then Drona, addressing Arjcina, said,— Whither do*: thou proceed, O son of 
Pandu I 1* it not true that thou ceases*, not (to fight) till thou hast vanquished 
thy foe ?— 

11 'ATjuna answered,— Thou art my preceptor and no foe I I am thy 
disciple and therefore, like to thy son 1 Nor is there the man in the whole 
world who can vanquish the* in battle I—* 

•*S«njaya continued,— laying these words, the mighty-armed Vibhatsu, 
desirous of slaying Jayadratha, quickly proceeded against the (Kaurava) troop*. 
And while he penetrated into thy army, those bigh-souled princes of 1'anchalo, 
nr., Yudharaanyu and Uttamaujas, followed him as the protector of his 
wheels. Then, O king, J.iya, and KriUvarman of the Satwata race, and the 
ruler of the Kamro>as, and Srutayus, began to opp^e the progress of Dhanan- 
Jay a And these had ten thousand car-warriors for their ful lowers. The 
Abhishabas, the Sunsenas, the Sivas, the Vaiatis, the Msvellakos, the Ltli- 
thyos, the Kaikayas, the Madrakia, the Narayana-Gopalas, and live various 
tribes of the Kamvojas who had before been vanquished by Karna all of whom 
were regarded as very brave, placing Bharadwaja's §on at their head, and 
becoming regardless of their lives, rushed towards Arjuna, for resisting that 
angry hero burning with grief on account of the death of his son, that warrior 
resembling all-dust royiog Death himself, clad in mail, conversant with all 
modes of warfare, prepared to throw away his life in the thick of battle, — 
that mighty howman of great prowess, that tiger among men,— who resembled 
an infuriate leader of elephantine herd, and who seemed ready to 
devour the whole hostile army I The battle then that commenced 
was exceedingly fierce and made the hair stand on end, between 
all those combatants on the one side and Arjuna on the other. And all 
of them, uniting together, began to resist that bull among men advancing 
for the slaughter of Jayadratha, like medicines resisting a raging disease.' M 



SECTION XCH. 

"Sad jay* said,— ‘Held in check by them, that foremost of car-warriors 
viz*, Partba of great might and prowess, was quickly pursued by Droea 
from behind. The son of Pandu, however, like diseases scorching the 
body, blasted that army, scattering his sharp shafts and resembling on 
that account the Sun himself scattering his countless ray 6 of light. And 
steeds were pierced, and cars with riders were btoken and mangled, and 
elephants were ovtrthroen. And umbrellas were cut off and displaced, 
and vehicles were deprived of their wheels. And the combatants fled on 
all sides, exceedingly afflicted with arrows. Even thus progressed that 
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fierce battle between those warriors and Arjuna encountering each other. 
Nothing ociuld be distinguished. With h-s straight shafts, Arjuna, O monarch, 
made the hostile army tremble incessantly. Firmly devoted to truth, Arjuna 
then, of white steeds, desirous of accomplishing his vow, rushed against the 
foremost of car warriors viz. % Drona of red ste.nls. Then the preceptor Drona 
struck his disciple, the mighty bowaian Arjuna, with five and twenty straight 
shafts capable of reaching the very vitals Thereupon Vibhatsu, that foremost 
of all wieldcrs of weapons quickly rushed against Drona, shooting arrows 
capable of baffling the force of counter arrows shoe at him. Invoking 
into existence then the Brahma weapon, Arjuna of immeasurable soul 
baffled with his straight shafts those shot so speedily at him by I>rona. 
The skill we then beheld of Drona was exceedingly wonderful, 9ince 
Arjuna, though young, and though struggling vigorously, could not pierce 
Drona with a single shaft. Like a maw of clouds pouring torrents of 
rain, the Drona-cloud rained slower* on the Part ha mountain. Possessed 
of great energy, Arjuna received that arrowy downpour, O king, by invo- 
king the Brahma weapon, and cut ©IT all those arrows by arrows of his 
own- Drona then afflicted Portia of white steeds with fire and twenty 
arrows. And he struck Vasadeva with seventy arrows on the cheat and 
arms. Panha then, of great intelligence, smiling the while, resisted the 
preceptor in that battle who was incessantly shooting sharp arrows. Then 
those two foremost of car- warriors while thus struck by Drona, avoided 
that invincible warrior, who resembled tl*r raging Kw/w fire. Avoiding 
those sharp shafts shot from Drona'i bow, the diadem decked son of Kunti, 
adorned with garlands of fioweri, began to slaughter the host of the 
Bbojas, Indeed, avoiding the invincible Drona who stood immovable 
like the Mainaka mountain, Arjuna took up his position between Krita* 
varman and Sudakshina the ruler of the Kamvojaa. Then that tiger 
among men, cfs., the ruler of the Bln 1 jar, coolly pierced that invincible 
and foremost descendant of Kuru with ten arrows winged with A anha 
feathers. Then Arjuna pierced him, O monarch, in that hottle with a 
hundred arrows. And once more he pierced him with three other arrows, 
stupifying that hnto of the Satwmta race. The ruler of the Bhojas then, 
laughing the while, pierced Partha and Vasudeva each with five and 
twenty arrows. Arjuna then, cutting off Kritavannan’s bow, pierced him 
with one and twenty arrows resembling blaring flames of fire or angry 
snakes of virulent poison. Then Kriuvarnun, that mighty car-warrior, 
taking up another bow, pierced Arjuna in the chest, O Bharata, with 
five arrows. And once more he pierced Partha with five sharp arrows. 
Then Partha struck him in return in the centre of the chest with nrnr 
arrows. Beholding the son of Kunti obstructed before the car of Krita- 
varman. he of Vrishni's race thought that no time should be wasted. 
Then Krishna addressing Partha, said,— Do not show any mercy to 
Kriuvarnian I Disregarding thy relationship ( with him ), crush and 
*4 
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i lay him r — Then Arjuna, stupi/ying Kriuvarman with his arrows, proceed* 
ed, on his swift steeds, to the division of tbe Kamvoj&s. Seeing 
Arjuna of white steeds penetrate into the Kamvoja force, Kritavarman 
became filled with wrath. Shaking his bow with arrow fixed thereon, he 
then encountered the two Panchab princes. Indeed, Kritavarman, with 
his arrows, resisted those two Panchala princes as they advanced, following 
Arjuna for protecting his wheels. Then Kritavarman the ruler of the Bhojas 
pierced them both with sharp shafts, striking Yudhxmanyu with three, 
and Ultaniaujas with lour. Those two princes in return each pierced hint 
with ten arrows. And once more Yudhamanyu shooting three arrows and 
Uttanuujas shooting three, cut off K ritavurman's standard and bow. Then 
the son of Hridika, taking up another bow, and becoming infuriate with 
rage, deprived both those warriors of their hows and covered them with 
arrows. Then those two warriors, taking up and stringing two other bows, 
began to pcrcc Kritavarman. Meanwhile Vibhatsu penetrated into the 
hostile army. But those two princes, resisted by Kritararmin, obtained 
no admittance into the Dhartarashtra host, although those bulls among 
men struggled vigorously. Then Arjuna of white steeds i|uickly afflicted 
in that battle the divisions opposed to him. Tint slayer of Toes, however, 
slew not Kritavarman although he had got him within reach. Beholding 
Partha thus proceeding, the brave king Srutayudha, filled with wrath, rushed 
at him, shaking his large bow. And he pierced Fan ha with three arrows, 
and Janarddana with seventy. And he struck the standard of Pdrtlu with 
a very sharp arrow having a razor-tike head. Then Arjuna, filled with 
wrath, deeply pierced his antagonist with ninety straight shafts like (a rider) 
striking a mighty elephant with the hook. Srutayudha, however, could 
not, 0 king, brook that act of pmwets on the part of Pandu's son. He 
pierced Arjuna in return with seven and seventy slmfts. Arjuna then cut 
off Srutayudha'* bow and then his quiver, and angrily struck him on the 
chest with seven straight shafts. Then king Srutayudha, deprived of his 
senses by wrath, took up another bow and struck the son of Vxsava with 
nine arrows on the latter's arms and chest. Then Arjuna, that chastiser 
of foes, laughing the while, O B ha rata, afflicted Srutayudha with many 
thousands of arrows. And that mighty car-warrior quickly slew • also the 
latter's steeds and charioteer. Endued with great strength, the son of Pandu 
then pierced bis toe with seventy arrows. Then the valiant king Srutayudha 
abandoning that stcedless car, rushed m that encounter against Par ilia, up- 
lifting hb mace. The heroic king Srutayudha was the son of Varuna, 
having for his mother that mighty river of cool water called Parnasa. Hie 
mother, O king, had, foT the sake of her son, begged Varuna, saying,— 
‘Let this my son become unalayable on Earth V — Varuna, gratified (with 
her), bad laid.— I give him a boon highly beneficial to him, vis., a celes- 
tial weapon, by virtue of which this thy son will become unpayable on 
Earth by foes I No nun can have imcnoTtahty. O foremost of rivers, 
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every one who hath taken birth must inevitably die ! This child, however 
wiLl always be invincible by foes in battle, through the power of this 
weapon. Therefore, let thy heart's fever be dispelled I— Having said these 
words, Vanina gave him, with mantras, a mace. Obtaining that mace, 
Srutayudha became invincible on Earth. Unto him, however, the illus- 
trious Lord of the waters again said,— This mace should not be hurled 
at one who is not engaged in fight. If hurled at such a person it will 
oomc back and fall upon thyself. O illustrious child, ( if so hurled ) it 
will then course in an opposite direction and slay the person hurling it ! 
— It would seem that when his hour came, Srutayudha disubeyed that 
injunction. With that hero-slaying uuce h e attacked Janarddan*. The 

valiant Krishna received that mace on one of hia well farmed and stout 
shoulders. It failed to shake Saurin like the wind failing to shake the 
mountain of Vindh>a. That mace, returning unto Srutayudha bimsell 
struck that brave and wrathful king staying on his car, like an ill-accoru- 

pliahed act of sorcery injuring the performer himself, and slaying that 

hero, fell down on the Earth. Beholding the mace turn bick and 
Srutayudha slain, loud cries of Alas uid Oh arutc there among the 
troop*, at the sight of Srutayudha, that chastiser of fees slain by 
a weapon of his uwn. # And because, O monarch. Srutayudha had 

hurled that mace at Janarddana who was not engaged in fighting, 
it slew him who had hurled iu And Srutayudha perished on the field even 
in the manner that Varan* had indicated. Deprived of life lie fell down on 
the Eanh before tbe eyes of all the bowmen. While falling down, that dear 
son of P.unasa shone resplendent like a tall banian with spreading boughs 
broken by the wind. Then all the troops and even all the principal warriors 
fled away, beholding Srutayudlia, that chastiser o! lues, slain. Then the son 
of the ruler of tbe Kamvojas, vis , the brave Sudhakshma, rushed un his 
awift steeds against Phalguna that slayer of foes PuTthi then, O Bharat*, 
sped seven shafts at him. Those shafts passing through the body of that 
hero, entered the Earth. Deeply pierced by those Bhafts sped in buttle 
from Gantfita, Sudaksbina pierced Atjuoa in return with ten shafts winged 
with A‘anka\ fcaihcrs. And piercing Varadeva with three shafts, be once 
more pierced Partha with five. Then, O sire, Partha, nutting off Sudskahina's 
bow, lopped eff the latter's standard. And the son uf Pandu ]»crced his 
antagonist with a couple of broad-headed arrow* of great shir pnci*. Suda- 
ksliina, however, piercing Partha once more with three arrows, uttered a 
leonine shout. Then the brave Sudaksli:na, filled with wrath, hurled at the 
wieldex of GanJiva a terrible dart made wholly uf iron and decked with 
bells. That dart blaring as a targe meteor, and emitting sparks uf fire, 
approaching that mighty car*wanor, pierced him through and fell down on 
the Eanh. Deeply struck by that dart and overcome with a swoon, Apart* 
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won enough recoded. Then that hero of mighty energy, licking the 
corner* of his mouth, that son of Pandu, of inconceivable feats, pierced his 
foe, with his steeds, standard, how, and charioteer, with four and ten shafts 
winged with /Tanka feathers. With other arrows, countless in number, 
Partha then cut Sudakshina’s car into fragments. And then the son of Pandu 
pierced Sudakshina, the prince of the Kamvojat, whose purpose and prowess 
had both been baffled, with a sharp anon- :n the chest. Then the brave 
prince of the Kamvojas, his coat of mail cut off, his limbs weakened, his 
diadem and Angadas displaced, fell head downwards, like a pole of Indra 
when burled from an engine. Like a beautiful Karvikara tree in the spring, 
gracefully growing on a mountain summit with beautiful branches, lying on 
the Earth when uprooted by the wind the prince of the Ramrojuliy on 
the bare ground, deprived uf life, though deserving of the costliest bod, 
Decked with costly ornaments, handsome, possessed of eyes that were of a 
coppery hue, and bearing on his head a garland of gold endued with the 
effulgence of fire, the mighty-aimed Sudakslr.na, the son of the ruler of the 
Knmvojas, overthrown by Partita with bis shah s, and lying on the Earth, 
reft of life, looked re»plet.dent like a beautiful mountain with a level top. 
Then all ihe troops of thy sun fled away, beholding Srutayudha, and 
Sudakshina die prince of llic Komn>jas f slain. 



SECTION XCIIl. 

'Sanyaya said,— 'Upon the fall of Sudakshina and of the heroic Srutayudha, 
O monarch, thy warriors, filled with wrath, rushed with speed at Partha.* 
The Abhnbahas, the Surascnoi, the Sivis, the Vasatis, began, O king, to 
scatter their arrowy showers on Dhananjaya. The son of Pandu then con- 
sumed by means of his arrows six hundted of them at once. Thereupon 
tbrjK warr’ors, terrified, lied away like smaller animals from a tiger. Rallying, 
they once more surrounded Partha, who was slaying nis foes and vanquish- 
ing them in battle. Dhananjaya then, with sliafts sped frooi Gandiv*i t 
speedily felled the heads and arras of the combatants thus rushing uf»n 
him. Nut an inch of the field of battle was tin strewn with fallen heads, 
and the flights of crows and vultures and ravens that hovered over the 
held seemed to form a cloudy canopy. Seeing their followers thus exter- 
minated, Srutayush and Acbyutayush were both filled with wrath. And 
they continued to contend vigorously with Dharunjaya. Endued with great 
might, proud, heroic, of noble lineage, and possessed of strength of arms, 
those two bowmen, O king, solicitous of winning great fame and desirous 
foe the sake of thy ion, to compass the destruction of Arjuna, quickly 
showered upon the latter their arrowy downpours from at unce his right 
and left Those angry heroes, with a thousand straight shafts, covered Arjuna 




DRONA PARVA 






like two masses of clouds fll ling a Uke. Then that foremost o f car-warr \ re 
tt’-, Srutayaush filled with wrath, struck Ubananjaya with a well-tempered 
lance. That crusher of foes, via , Arjuna then deeply pierced by hss might) 
foe, swooned away in that battle, studying Kesava also (by that act}. 
Meanwhile, the mighty car-warrior Achy utayusb forcibly struck tlie son ol 
Pandu with a keen-pointed spear. By that act lie seemed to pour an acid 
upon the wound of the bigh-sou!cd son of Pandu. Deeply pierced there 
with, Partita supported himself by seizing the DagpUff. Then a leonine 
shout was sent forth by all thy troops, O monarch, in the belief that 
Dhannnjaya was deprived of life. And Krishna also was scorched with 
grief upon beholding Partha senseless. Then Kesara comforted Dhanan- 
j.iy.i with southing words. Then those foremost of canwrion, (rfs., 
Srutayush and AchyuLayush), of true aim, pouring their arrowy showers on 
all sides, in that battle, made Ubananjaya and Vasudeva of Vrisbni’s race 
invisible with their car and ear-wheels and Awrvs/dJ, their steeds and flag* 
staff and banner. And all this icetncd wonderful. Meanwhile, O P.harala 
ViblMitsu slualy regained hia senses like one cuioc back from the very 
abode of the king of the dead. Beholding his cur with Kcsava over- 
whelmed with arrows and seeing also thuic two antagonists of his staying 
befure him like two biasing fires, the mighty car-warrior Partha then invoked 
into existence the wcajxjn ruined after Sakra. From that weapon flowed 
thousands of straight shafts. And tboie shafts struck Sr utayusb and Achyu- 
tayush, those mighty bowmen. And the arrows shot by the latter, pierced 
by those of Putha, cours'd through the welkin. And the ton of Pandu 
quickly baffling those arrows by the force of hi* own arrow*, began to 
career otcr the field, encountering mighty car warrior*. Meanwhile Sruta 
ynsh and Ad.yutayusb were, by Arjuna’s arrowy showers, deprived of their 
arms and heads. And they fell down on the Earth like a couple of tall 
trees broken by the wind. And the death of Srutayush and the slaughter 
uf Achy utayusb created a surprise equal to what men would feel at the 
sight of the ocean becoming dry. Then slaying fifty car-warriors amongst 
tbe followers of those two princes, Partha pioceedcd against the Bharata 
army, slaying many foremost of warriors. Beholding both Srutayush and 
Acbyutayush slain, their sons, those fotemo>t of men, ris. t Niyataytish and 
Difgha) usb, O Bharata, both filled with rage, rushed against the *on of 
Kunti, scattering shafts of diverse kinds, and much pained by the calamity 
that had happened to their sires. Arjuna, excited with rage, in a moment 
despatched them both towards Yama's abode, by means of straight shafts. 
And those bulls among Kabauiyas (that were in the Kuru army) were 
perfectly unable to resist Partha who agitated the Dhartarashtra ranks like 
an elephant agitating tbe waters of a lake filled with lotuses. Then thou - 
sands of trained elephant-riders amongst the Angas, O monarch, filled with 
rage, surrounded the son of Pandu with the:f elephant force. Urged by 
Duryodhana, many kings also of the West and tbe South, and many 
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others headed by the ruler of the Ksdinpas, also surrounded Arjuna, with 
their elephants huge as hills. Partha however, with shafts sped from 
GitxMra, quickly cot off the heads and amis, decked with ornaments, of 
those advancing combatant*. The field of battle, strewn with those heads 
and arms decked with A*$adas % looked like golden stones entwined by 
snakes. And the anus of warriors cut off therewith, while falling down, 
looked like birds dropping down from trees. And the elephants, pierced 
with thousands of arrows and shedding blood (from their wounds), looked 
like hills in the season of rains with liquified red chalk streaming down 
their side*. Others, slain by Partha with sharp shafts, lay prostrate on the 
field. And many Mlttihas on the backs of elephants, of diverse kinds of 
ugly form*, robed in diverse attires, O king, and armed with diverse kinds 
of weapons, and bathed in blood, looked resplendent as they lay on die 
Geld, deprived of life by means of diverse kinds of arrows. And thousands 
of elephants along with their rulers and those on loot that urged them 
forward, struck with Partha’* shafts, vomitted blood, or uttered shucks of agony, 
or fell down, or ran ungovernably in all direction!. And many, exceedingly 
frightened, trod down and crushed their own men. And many which were kept 
as reserves and which were fierce as snakes of virulent poison, did the 
same. And many terrible Yavanas and Parada* and Salas and Valhikas, 
and MliUkat bom of the cow ( belonging to Viaathtka ), uf fierce eyes 
accomplished in smiting, looking like messengers of Death, and all con- 
versant with the deceptive power* of the A suras, and nuny Darvaiisaiab 
and DaradaB ar.d Pundras numbering by thousands, in hundreds and 
thousands, of bands, and together forming a force that was countless, 

began to shower their simp shafts upon the son of Pandu. Accomplish* 

ed in various modes of warfare, those Slteukas covered Arjuna with 
their arrows. Upon them Dhananjaya also quickly |mured hi* arrows 
And those arrows, shot from Gandivm, looked like flights of locusts, as 
they coursed through the welkin. Indeed, Dlwuunjaya, having by his 
arrows caused a shade over the troops like that of the clouds, slew, by 
the force of his weapons, all the Afhcekat with heads completely slaved 
or half shaved or covered with .nattled locks, impure in habits, -nd of 
crooked faces. Those dwe liens of bills, pierced with arrows, those dcniicn* 
of mountain caves, fled away in fear. And raven* and Kanlm and 
wolves, with great glee, drank the blood of those elephant* and steeds 
and their MUaAa-tidet* overthrown on the field by Partita with hi* 

sharp shaft*. Indeed, Arjuna caused a fierce river to flow there whose 

current consisted of blood. ( SUin ) foot-soldiers and steeds and cars 
and elephants constituted its embankments. Tne showers of shafts poured 
constituted its rafts and the hair of the combatants formed its moss and 
weed*. And the fingers cut utf from the aims of warriors, formed its 
little fishes. And that river was as awful as Death itself at the end of 
l ht Yu^it. And that river of bkxxl flowed towards the region of Yam*. 
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And tl* bodies 0 f slain elephants Boating on if, obstructed its ctmetit- 
And the Earth was covered all over with the blood of Kshalriyas and 
of elephants and steed* and their riders, and of cxrwarrioTs, and became 
one bloody expanse like to wlrat is seen when Indra showers a heavy 
down-pour covering uplands and lowlands alike. And that bull among 
K«hatriyai despatched six thousand hoTscmen and again % thousand foremost 
of Kshatriyas in that battle into the jaws of Death. Thousands of well- 
equipt elephants, pierced with arrows toy prostrate on ilie field like hills 
struck down by thunder. And Arjuna careered over the field, slaynig 
steeds and car-warriors and elephants, like an deplunt of rent temples 
crushing a forest of reeds. As a conflagration, urged by the wind, con- 
sumes a dence forest of trees add creepers and plants and dry wood 
and grass, even so did that fire m, Panda's son Dhananjtya, having 
shafts for its flames and urged on by tl*e Krishna wind, angrily consumed 
thy forest of warriors. Making live terraces of care empty, and causing 
the Earth to be suewn with human bodies, Dbananjaya seemed to dance 
bow in hand, in die midst of thcae vast masses of men. Deluging the 
Earth with blood by means of his shafts endued with the strength of 
the thunder, Dhananjaya, excited with wrath, penetrated into ll>e Bharat* 
host While thus proceeding, Srotayuih the ruler of the Amvashthae 
resisted him. Arjuna then, O sire, speedily fdicd with keen shafts 
cquipt with Kan&a feather*, the steeds of SrutayusL struggling in battle. 
And cutting off. with other shafts, the hnw al«o of his antagonist, Partha 
careered over the field. The ruler of the Amvashthas then, with eyea 
iruubled in wrath, took upanuce and approached the mighty car -warrior 
Partha and Kesiva also in that battle Then that hero, uplifting his 
mace, stooped the (progress of Arjuna’s) ear by its strokes, and muck 
Kewva also therewith. Then that slayer of hostile heroes, re's., Arjuna, 
beholding Resin struck with that mace, became filled with with. And 
then, O Bharato, that hero, with his shills eqcipt with wings of gold, covered 
the ruler nf the Amvxshthas, Chit foremost of car-warTinrx, armed with mace, 
like the clouds covering the risen Sun. With oilier shafts, Partha then cut 
off the mace of that high souled warrior into fragments, reducing it almost 
to dust. And all this seemed highly wonderful. Beholding that macc of hia 
cut off into fragments, the ruler of the Amvashthas took up another huge 
nuce, and repeatedly struck both Arjuna and Kesara therewith. Then Arjuna, 
with a couple of sharp broad faced arrows, cut off the uplifted arms of 
Srutayush which held the mace, those arms that looked like a couple of 
ImJra’s standards, and with another winded arrow, he cut off the head of that 
warrior. Thus slain, Scutayush fell down. O king, filling the Earth with a 
loud noise, like a tall standard of Indra when the strings, tying it to the 
engine on which n is set, ate cut off. Surrounded then on all sides by ranks 
of cars and by hundreds upon hundreds of elephants aud cars; Partha became 
invisible like the Sun covered with cloud*' “ 




SECTION XCIV. 



4 ‘ S.injaya «ud,— ‘After the son of K inti, impelled by the desire of slaying 
the ruler of the Sindhus, had penetrated (into the Bharata host), having pierced 
through the irresistible divisions of both Dmna and the Bhojas. after the 
heir of the ruler of the Kumvojaa, ris., prince Sudakshtaa, had been shin, 
after Sivyauchm had killed the ‘valiant SruUyudln abo. after the (Kuru) 
ranks had fled away and confusion had set in on all sides, thy son, liehold- 
ing his army broken, repaired to Dronu. Quickly coming onjhii car to Drona, 
Do ryod ban ana said That tiger amoog men (efe„ Arjuna), having crushed 
this vast host hath alteady passed through it ! Aided by thy Judgment, 
think now what shoold be done next for lit* slaughter of Arjuna in view of 
awful carnage ! Blessed be thou, adopt such measures that tiger among 
men may not succeed in shying Jayadrutlu l Thou art our sole refuge I 
Like a raging conflagration consuming heaps of dry grass and straw, the 
Dhananjaya fire, urged by the wind of his wrath, is consuming the gras3 and 
straw constituted by my troops ! O scorcher of foes, weing the soo of 
Kunti pass, having pierced through this host, those warriors that are pro- 
tecting Jiyadratha have become doubtful (of their ability to resist Pnrthn). 
O foremost of those acquainted with Brahma* it was the settled conviction 
of the kings that Dhananjaya would new, with life, succeed in transgressing 
Drona ! O thou of great splendour, when however, Partha has pierced 
through thy division in thy very fight, I regard my army to be very weak. 
Indeed, I think that I have no troops! 0 thou that art highly blessed, l 
know thou art devoted to the welfare of the Pondaras I I love my reason, O 
regenerate one, in thinking wlut should be done ! To the hast of my 
power. O regenerate one, 1 liehare myself well with thee I To the best of 
my power I also seek to gratify thee 1 Thou, however, dost not bear allthis 
in mind I O thou of immeasurable prowess, although we are eveT devoted 
to thee, still thou never seckeat our welfare I Thou art always well pleased 
with the Pandavas and always engaged in doing u$ evil I Though deriving 
thy livelihood from us, still thou art engaged in doing evil to us ! 1 was not 
awoxc that thou art but a razor steeped in honey 1 If thou hadst not granted 
me the boon about humiliating and checking the Panda vas, I would never 
have prevented the ruler of the Sindhus from returning to his own country ! 
Fool .that I am, expecting protection from thee, I assured the ruler of the 
Sindhus, and through my folly offered him as a victim to Death ! A man may 
escape, having entered the very jaws of Death. But there is no escape f or 
Jayadratha, when once he comes within reach of Dhanajaya’s arms ! O thou 
that nwnest red steeds, do that by which the ruler of the Siudhus may yet be 
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saved ! Do oat give way to wrath on heating the delirious ravines of my 
afflicted self 1 O, protect yet the ruler of the Sindhus 1— 

41 'Drona uid,— I do not find fault with thy word* I Thou an a* dear to 
roe as Aswathanuu himself ! I tell thee truly ! Act, however, now according 
to my words. O king ! Of all drivers of cars, Krishna is the foremost. His 
steeds also are the foreroost ol their specie* Obtaining only a very small 
space, Dlumanjaya can pass very quickly through it. Sees* thou not that 
the shafts of the diadem-decked (Arjuna), countless in number, shot from his 
bow, are falling full two mites behind his car xi he is proceeding ? Burdened 
with the weight of years, I am now incapable of going so fast. The whole 
army of the Paribas again is now close upon our van! Vudhishthira also 
should be seired by me. Even so, O thou of mighty arms, hath been 
live vow made by me in the presence of all bowmen and in the 
midst of all the Ksbatriyas ! O king, he is now staying at 

the head of his troops, abandoned by Dhananjaya ! 1 shall not, therefore, 
abandoning the gate of our array, fight with Philguna It is meet that thyself, 
properly supported, shouldst fi?ht with that foe of thine, who is alone, 
and who is thy equal in lineage and feats l Do not fear 1 Co end fight 
with him 1 Thou art the ruler of the world I Thou art a king ! Thou 
art a hero 1 Possessed of fame, thou art accomplished in vanquishing 
(thy foes) I O brave subjugator of hostile towns, go thyself to that spot 
where Dhananjaya the son of Pritha is I— 

•“Duryodhana said,— O pmctpCOr, how is It possible for me to resist 
Dhananjaya who ha* transgressed even thee that art the foremost of all 
wielder* of arm* ? The very chief of the celestials, armed with the thunder 
is capable of being vanquished in battle, but Arjuna that subjugator of 
hostile town*, ran not be vanquished in battle I He by whom Hridika's 
son ( KriUvarman ), the ruler of the Bbojas, and thyself equal unto a 
celestial, have both been vanquished by the power of h* weapons, he 
by whom Surtayusb hath been slain, as also Sudakthinu, and king 
SruUyudha too, he by whom both Srutayush and Achyutayush and 

myriads of MUcckat also have been slain, how can I contend in battle 

with that invincible »n of Pandu, that accomplished master of weapons, who 
is even like an all consuming fire ? How also dost thou think me competent 
to fight with him today I I am dependent on thee like a slave 1 Protect 
my fame I— 

- *Dron» said —Thou ssyest truly, O tl>ou of Kuru's race, that Dtianan- 
j»yi is irresistible ! I, however, will do that by which thou shall be 
ahle w bear him ! Let ill the bowmen in the world behold today the 
wonderful fact of the son of Kunti being held in check by tbee in the 

very sight ol Vasudcva I This tby armour of gold, O king, I will tie 

on thy body in such « way that no weapon used by man will be able 
to strike thee in battle I II even the three worlds with the Aswrat and 
the celestials, the Yakshts, the U rotas, and the Kakshaias, together 
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with all human being* fight with thee today, thou needs: still entertain 
no fear f Neither Krishna, nor the son of Kunti, noc any other wielder 
of weapons in battle, wil! be able to pccrce this armour of thine with 
arrows l Cased in that coat of mall, quickly go thou today against the angry 
Arjun.i in battle I He will not be able to bear thee !— 1 1 

“Sanjaya old, — ‘Having said these words, Drona, that foremost of 
persons conversant with £rahma l touching water, and duly uttering 
certain mantras , speedily tied that highly wonderful and bright armour on 
Puryodhana's body, for the victory of thy con in that dreadful bai:!c 
and causing ( by that act ) all persons there to be filled with amaremant 
And Drona said, — Let the Vedas, and Brahman, and the Br.ihmana* 
bless thee l Let all the higher classes of reptiles be a source of bless* 
mgs to thee, O Bharala ! Let Yayati, and Nahusha, and Dhundunuro, 
and Bhogiratha, and the other royal sages, all do what is beneficial to 
thee I Let blessings be to thee from creatures luring bat one log, and 
from those that have many legs 1 Let blessings be to thee, in this great 
battle, from creatures that have no legs ! L:t Sr aba, and Swadha, and 
Sachi, also, all do what is beneficial to thee I O sinless one, let Likshuti 
and Arandhali too do w bat is beneficial, to thee 1 Let Asiu, and Pevata, 
and Viswamitra, and Angira* and Vaitditha, and Kasyapa, O king, <lo what 
is beneficial to thee ! Let Dhairi, and the lord of the worlds and the points 
of the oovnpasa, and the regents of those points, and tlic six faced Karri keys* 
all give thee what is beneficial * Let the divine VWawat benefit tbec 
completely I Let the four elephants, of the four quarters, the Earth, the 
firmament, the planet* and lie who is underneath the Earth and holds her 
(on bis head), 0 king rjf., Sesha, that foremost of snakes, give dice wluc is for 
thy benefit ! 0 s»>n of Gaodhari, foraierly the Asnra named Vritra, display- 
ing his prowess in battle, had defeated the best of celestials in battle. The 
latter, numbering thousands upon thousand* with mangled bodies,— those 
denizens of heaven,— with Indn at their head, deprived of energy and might 
all repaired to Brahman and sought his protection, afeared of the great Asura 
Vritra 1 And the gods said,— [0 be*t of god* O foremost of celestial* be 
thou thi refuge of the gods now crushed by Vritra l Indeed, rescue us frum 
this great fear !]— Then Brahman, addressing Vishnu staying beside him as 
also those best of celestials headed by Sakra, said unto them that were all 
cheerless, these words fraught with truth [Indeed, the gods with IbdxA at 
their bead, and the Bumhanas also, should ever be protected by me ! The 
energy of Tashtri invincible from which Vritra hath been created. Having 
in days of yore performed ascetic penances for a million of year* Tashtri then, 
yc gods, created Vritra, obtaining permission thereto from Maheswara. That 
mighty foe of yours hath succeeded in smiting you through the grace of that 
god of gods I Without going to the place where Sankara stayetb, ye cannot 
see the divine Hara ! Having seen that god, yc will be able to vanquish Vritra l 
Therefore, go ye without delay to the mountains of Mandara ! There stayetb 




DROKA PARVA 



f 95 



that origin o t ascetic penance, that destroyer of Daksha's sacrifice, 
that wielder of Ptuaka, that lard of all creature*, that slayer of the Asura 
called Bhaganetra l— Thus addreised by Brahmin, the gods, proceeding to 
Mandara with Brahm a n in their company, beheld there that heap of energy, that 
Supreme god endued with the splendour of a million Suns. Seeing the gods, 
Malisewara welcomed them and enquired what he was to do for them — [The 
eight of my person can never be fruitless ! Let the fruition of your desires pro- 
ceed from this !]— Thus addressed by him, the dwellers uf heaven replied. — 
[Wo have been deprived of our energy by Vritra ! Be thou the rtfuge of the 
dwellers of heaven ! Behold, O lord our bodies beaten and bruised by his 
strokes ! We seek thy protection f Be tbou our refuge, O Mabeewira !— 
The god of gods, called Sana, then said,— [Yc gods, it is well known 
to you how this action, fraught with great strength, terrible, and incapable 
of being resisted by persons destitute of ascetic merit, originated, spring- 
ing from the energy of Tashtri, {the divine artificer) 1 As regards myself, 
it is certainly my duty to reuder aid to the dwellers of heaven ! 0 $*kra, 
take this effulgent armour from off my body. And, O chief of the ccles 
Mia, put it ott, mentally uttering these m.\nt/as !]— 

*' 'Drona continued,— Having sa:d these wurdi, the boon-giving (Siva) 
gave that armour with the mantras (to be uttered by the wearerX Pro- 
tected by that armour, Sakra proceeded against the host of Vritra in 
battle. And although diverse kinds of weapons were burled at him in 
that dreadful battle, yet tbe joiou of that armour could not be cut open. 
Then tlxs lord of the celestials slew Vritra, and afterwards gave unto 
Angina that armour whose joints were made up of mantras . And Angims 
imparted those mantras to bis son Vrihaspitt having a knowledge of all 
mantm. And Vrihaspati imparted the knowledge to Agnrvesya of great 
intelligence. And Agnivesya imparted it to me, and it is with the aid of 
those mantras, 0 best of kings, that I, fur protecting thy body, lie this 
armour on thy body I—' 

•‘Sanjaya continued, — 4 Having said these words, Drona, that bull among 
preceptors, once more addressed thy son of great splendour, saying,— O 
k mg, I put this armour on thy body, joining its pieces with the aid of 
Brahma strings. In days of yore Brahmao himself had thus put it on 
Vishnu in battle I Even as Brahman himself had put ibis celestial armour 
on Sakn in the battle caused by the abduction of Taraka, I put it on 
thee !— Having thus, with mantras, donned that armour duly o«i Duryo- 
dbana, the regenerate Drona sent tbe king to battle. And the mighty- 
anned king, cased in armour by the high-souled preceptor, ard accom- 
plished in smiting, and a thousand infuriate elephants endued with great 
prowess, and a hundred thousand horses, and many other mighty car- 
warriors, proceeded towards the car of Arjun*. And the mighty-armed 
king proceeded, with the noise of diverse kinds of musical instruments, 
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against his foe, like Viroebana’s son ( Vali in days of yore ). Then, O 
B bantu, a loud uproar arose among ihy troops, beholding the Kuru king 
proceeding like a fathomless ocean.' " 



SECTION XCV. 

“Sanjaya said,— 'After that bull among men, vis t Duryodbana. had, 
set out from behind, following Partba and him of Vrohm’a raoe, O 
king, both of whom lud penetrated into the Kaurara army, the Pandavas 
accompanied by the Somakai, quickly rushed against Drona with loud 
abouts. And then commenced l!>e battle ( between tbeiu and Droiu's 
troops ). And the battle that took place between the Kurus and die 
Pandavas at the gate of the array, was fierce and awful, making the 
hair to stand on end. The sight filled the spectator* with wonder. 
O king, *be sun wa* then in the meridian. That encounter, O monarch, was 
truly such that we had never seen or heard of it* like before. The Pat that 
headed hy Dhrishtadyumna, all accomplished in tmiling and arrayed properly 
covered tbe troops of Drona with showers of arrows. Ourselves also, placing 
Drum, that foremost of all wietders of weapons, a: our head, covered 
the Parthas heaped by Prishata’a son with our shafts. The two hosts, 
adorned with cars and looking beautiful, then appeared like two mighty 
masse* of clouds in the summer sky, driven towards each other by 
opposite winds. Encountering each other, the two bolts increased their 
impelucsity, like the riven Gang* and Yamuna swollen with water 
during the season of rain9- Having diverse kinds of weapons for the 
winds that ran before them teeming with elephants and Bleeds and cars 
charged with lightning constituted by tho maces welded by the warriors, 
the fierce and mighty cloud formed by tbe Kuru host, urged on by 
tbe Drona-icmpcst, and p^UTing incessant shafts that const jtutad its tonenu 
of rain, sought to quench the raining Pandava fire. Like an awful 
hurricane in summer agitating the ocean, that best of Brahmanas, 
t/iii Drona, agitated tbe Pandava bow. Exerting themselves with great 
vigor, the Pandavas rushed towards Drona alone for piercing his host 
like a mighty torrent of water towards a strong embankment for sweep- 
ing it away. Like an immovable bill resisting the fiercest current of 
water, Drona, however, resisted in that battle the enraged Pandavas and 
Pancha’as and Kekayas. Many other kings all o, endued with great strength 
and courage, attacking them from all sides, began to resist the Pandavas. 
Then that tiger among men, vis., tbe son of Prishala, uniting with the 
Pandavas, began repeatedly to strike Drona, for piercing the hostile bo6t 
Indeed, as Drona showered his arrows on Prishata’s son. even so did the latter 
shower bis on Drona. Having scimitars and swords for the winds th.it blew 
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before it, well-e^uipt with darts and lances and sabres, with the bowstring 
constituting its lightning, and Uie (twang of the) bow for its roars, the 
Dhrishudyumiu-cloud poured on all sides torrents of weapons as its showers of 
stones. SUymg foremost of car-warriors and Large number of steeds, the son of 
Priahata seemed to deluge the hostile divisions (with his arrowy downpours). 
And the son of PrisbaU, by his arrows, turned Drona away from all those 
tracks amid the car-divisions of the Panda rat through which that hero 
attempted to pass striking the warriors there with -bis shafts. And although 
Diona struggled vigorously in that battle, yet his host, encountering Dhrishu- 
dumnya, became divided into three bodies. One of these re treated towards 
Kritavarman the chief of the Bbojas, another towards Jalasandba ; and 
fiercely slaughtered the while by the Pandavas, proceeded towards Drona 
himself. Drona, that foremost of car-warriors, repeatedly united his troops. 
The mighty warrior Dhxishudyumna as often smote and separated them. 
Indeed, Dharuraabtra force, divided into three bodies, was slaughtered by 
the Pandavas and the Srinjayas fiercely, like a herd of cattle in the woods by 
many beasts of prey, when unprotected by herdsmen. And people thought 
that in that dreadful battle, it was Death himself who was swallowing the 
warriors Inst stupfied by Dhrishtadyuiuna. As a kingdom of a bad king is 
distroyed by famine and pestilence and robber, even wj was thy boat afflicted 
by the Pandavas. And in consequence of the cays of the Sun failing upon the 
weapons and the warriors, and of the dust raised by the soldiers, the eyes of all 
were painfully afflicted. Upon the Kauriva host being divided into three 
bodies during that dreadful carnage by the Pandavas, Drona, filled with wrath, 
began to consume the Panchalas with his shafts. And while engaged in 
crushing those divisions and exterminating them with bis shafts, the form of 
Drona became like that of the b tiling Yuga- fire. That mighty cat-warrior 
pierced cars, elephants, and steeds, and foot-9oldicrs, in that battle, each with 
only a single arrow, (and never employing more than one in any caie). There 
then was no warrior in the Pandava army who was capable of bearing, 
O lord, the arrows shot from the bow of Drona. Scorched by the 
rays of the Sun and blasted by the shafts of Drona, the Pandava 
divisions there began to reel about on the field. And thy host aim, 
similarly slaughtered by Prishata’s son, seemed to blase up at every point like a 
dry forest on fire. And while both Drona and Dbriabtadyumn* were slaugh- 
tering the two hosts, the warriors of both armies* in utter disregard of 
their live*, fougbc everywhere to tbe utmost extent of their prowess. 
Neither in tby host nor in that of the enemy, O bull of Bharata s race, 
was there a single wamor who fled away from the battle through fear. 
Those uterine brothers, Cts., Vivingsaii and Chitrasena and tbe mighty 
car- warrior Vikarna, surrounded Kunti’s son Bbimasena on all sides. And 
Vinda and Anuvinda of Arami, and Kskemadhum of great prowess, 
supported thy three sons ( who contended against Bbimascna ). King 
Valhika of great energy and noble parentage, w.th bis own troops and 
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counsellors, related the sods of Diaupadi. Saivya the chief of iLc Govasanas 
with a thousand foremost warriors, faced the son, of gTeat prowess, of 
the king of the Kasis and resisted him. King Salya the ruler of the 
Madras surrounded the royal Yudhishthira the son of Kumi, who resem- 
bled a blazing fire. The brave and wrathful Dussasana, properly supported 
by Lis own divisions, angrily proceeded, in that battle, against Salyaki, 
that foremost of car-warrior*. I myself, with my own troop*, cased in 

mail and epuipt with weapons, and supported by four hundred foremost 
of bowmen, resisted Chekitana. 4 Sakunl with seven hundred Gandiura 
warriors armed with bows, darts and swords, resisted the son of Madri, 
( ejf., Sabadcva ). Vinda and Anuvinda of Avanti, those two great bow- 
men, who had, for the atke of their friend ( Duryodhana ), uplifted 
their weapons, disregarding their lives, encountered Virata the king of 
the Macsyas. King Valhika, exerting himself vigorously, resisted the 
mighty and unvanquished Sikhandin the son of Yajrusena, that hero 
capable of resisting all foes. The chief of Avanti, with the Sauvira* and 
the cruel Pravadrakas, resisted the wrathful Dhrishtad yumna the i*incc 
of the PanchalM. Alayudha quickly rushed against the brave Kakshau i 
Ghatolkacha of cruel deeds who was wrath-folly advancing to battle. 
The mighty car-warrior Kuntibhoia, accompanied by a Urge force, resisted 
AUmvusha, that prince of Rakihasai cl fierce mein. Tims, O Bharaia, 
hundred of separate encounters between the warriors of thy army and 
theirs, took place. 

M 'As regards the ruler of the Sindhus, he remained in the rear ol the 
whole army protected by many foremost of bowmen and car-warriors numbering 
Kripa amongst them. And the ruler of the Sindhus had for the protectors 
of his wheels two of the foremost warriors, 9*s., the son of Drottt on his right, 
O king, and the Sura's son (Kama) on the left. And for protecting his rear 
he had a number of warriors beaded by SsooiadaU's son, wi. Kripa, and 
Vrishaseua, and SaU, and the invincible Salya, who were conversant with 
policy and were mighty bowmen accomplished in battle. And the Kuru 
warriors, having made these arrangements foe the protection of the ruler of the 
Sindhus, fought (with the Pand&vas.)' ” 



SECTION XCVI. 

"Sanjaya said,— 'Lister, O king, to me as I describe to thee the wonderful 
battle that then took place between the Kurus and the Pandavas. Approach- 
ing Bharadwaja's son who was staying at the gate of his array, the Parthas 
battled vigorously for piercing through Drona's division. And Drona also, 

* This slfika occurs in all the texts. It would seem, therefore, that 
Sanjaya was nut always a witness only of the battle for naming what he saw 
to Dhritarashtra, but Bomlimca at least took part in the battle. 
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accompanied by his forces, desirous of protecting his own array, battled with 
the Partha* seeking glory. Vinda and Anuvinda of Avanti, excited with wrath 
and desirous of benefiting thy son, struck Virata with ten shafts. Virata also, O 
king, approaching those two warriors of great prowess guying in battle, fought 
with them and their follower*. The battle that took place between these was 
fierce in the extreme, and blood ran in it like water. And it resembled an 
encounter in the woods between a lion and a couple of mighty elephants with 
rent temples. The mighty son of Yajnasena forcibly struck king Valhika in 
that battle with fierce and sharp shafts capable of peneyating into the very vitals, 
Valhika also, filled with wrath, deeply pierced Yajnasenas' son with nine straight 
shafts of golden wings and whetted on stone. And that battle between 
lh(»e two waniors became exceedingly fierce, characterised as it was 
by dence showers of shafts and dam. And it enhanced the fears of 
the timid and the joy of horse* The arrows shot by them entirely 
envered the welkin and all the paints of the compass so that nothing 
could any longer he discerned. And Siivya the king of the Gorasants 
on the head of his troops, fought in that battle with that mighty car- 
warrior the prince of the Kisis, like an olephant battling with aoother. 
The king of the Valhikas, excited with wrath, fighting against those 
(five) mighty cur-warriors, O/r, the sons of D ran pad i, looked resplendent 
lik* the mind contending against the five sensei. And those five 
prince* also, O foremast of embodied beings, fought with that anta- 
gonist of theirs, shooting their arrows from all sides, like the objects 
of the senses for ever battling with the body. Thy son Dvsca&ana 

struck Satyaki of Vrisboi's race with nine straight shafts of keen 
points. Deeply pierced by that strong and great bowman, Satyaki of 
prowess incapable of being baffled, wn partially deprived of bis sense* 
Comforted soon, be of Vrishni’a race then quickly pierced thy soo, 
that mighty car-warrior, with ten shaft* winged with A auka feathers. 
Piercing each other deeply and afflicted with each Oliver's shaft* they 
luoked resplendent, O king, like two Kinsukas decked with flowers. 
Afflicted with the arrows of Kuntibhoja, Alamvusha, filled with wrath 
looked like ;a beautiful Kinsuka graced with it* flowering burthen. The 
Kakshasa then, having pierced Kuntibhoja with many arrows, uttered 
awful shouts at the head of thy hast And as those heroes fought with 
each other in that battle, thy seemed to all the troops to resemble Sakra 
and the A sura Jambha in days of old. The two sons of Madri, filled 
with wrath, fiercely grinded with tbeir shafts the Gandhara prince Sakuni 
who had offended against them greatly. The carnage, O mooarcb, that 
set in was awful. Originated by tber, nurtured by Kami, and kept up 
by the sons, the fire of wrath (of the Paodavav) hath swelled now, O 
monarch, and is ready to consume tbe whole Forth ! Farced to turn 
his back on the field by the two sons of Panda with their shafts, 
Sakuni, unable to put forth his valour, knew not what to do. Bcfaofd- 




o 



MAH AB H Alt AT A 



ins him turn bach, e car-wan ices, «n., the two sons of 

Panda, once mere BhowcTed their arrows on him like two masses of 
clouds pouring tonents of rain on a mighty hilL Struck with countless 
straight shafts, the son of Suvala fled towards the division of Drona, borne 
by his swift steeds. The brave Ghatotlcacha rushed towards the ItaAsAafa 
Alayudba in that battle, with impetuosity much short of what he was 
capable. The battle between those two became beautiful to behold, like 
that which in days of yore had taken place hetween Raiua and Ravana. 
King Yudhishthirn, haring in that battle pierced the ruler of the Madras 
with five hundrded arrows, once more pierced him with seven. Then 
commenced that battle between them which was exceedingly wonderful, O 
monarch, which resembled that, in days of yore, between the Aiura Sam vara 
and the chief of the celestials. Thy sons Viringsati and Chitrasena and Vikarna, 
surronnded by a large farce battled with Bhimasena/ 'i 



SECTION XCV1I. 

“Sanjaya mid,— "When that fierce battle making live hair to stand on end, 
commenced, the Pandavas rushed against the Kautavas who had been divided 
into three bodies. Bhitnasena rushed against the mighty-armed Jalasandha, 
and Yudhishtbira at the head of his troops rushed, in that battle against 
Kritavarman. And DhrishUdyumna, O king, scattering the shafts Jl ike the 
Son shooting his rays, rushed against Drona. Then commenced that battle 
between all the bowmen, ea^er for the encounter, of the Kurus and the 
Pandavas excited with wiath. And during the progress of that terrible carnage, 
when all the warriors were battling with one another fearlessly, the mighty 
Drona fought with the mighty prince of the Pancbalas- And the clouds of 
arrows he shot in that encounter filled all spectators with wonder. And 
Drona and the prince of the Psnchalas, cutting off the heads of men 
by thousands, scattered them on the field of battle, making the tatter resemble 
a forest of lotuses. In every division were soon strewn on the ground robes 
and ornaments and weapons, and standards and coats of mail. And golden 
coats of mail dyed with blood looked like clouds charged with lightning. 
Other mighty car-warriors, drawing their large bows measuring full six cubits 
long, felled with their shafts elephants and steeds and men. In that dreadful 
encounter of arms between brave and highsouled warriors, swords and shields 
bows and heads and coats of mail were seen lying scattered about. Innu- 
merable headless trunks were seen to rise up, O king, in the midst of that 
fierce bank. And vultures and Kansas and jackal Is and swarms of other 
carnivorous animals, O sire, were seen there, eating the flesh of fallen men and 
steeds and elephants, of drinking their blood, of dragging them by the hair, or 
licking or pocking, O king, at their marrow, or dragging their bodies and 
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severed limbs, or rolling their heads on the grojnd. Warriors skilled in battle, 
accomplished in weapons, and firmly resolved un fight, struggled vigorously in 
the combat, solicitous only of ftune. Many were the combatants that careered 
over the field, performing the diverse evolutions of swordsmen. With sabres 
and darts and lances and spears and axes, with maces and spiked dubs and 
other kinds of weapons, and with even bare arms, men who had entered the arena 
of bailie, filled with rage, blew one another. And car-warriors fought with ear- 
warriors, and horsemen with horsemen, and elephants with foremust of 
elephants, and foot-soldiers with fuot-soldier* And nuny infuriate elephants, 
as if perfectly mad uttered loud shrieks and slew une another, after the 
manner they do in sporting arena*. 

14 ‘During the progress, O king, of that battle in which the combatants 
fought without any regard for one another, Dbrishudyutnna caused his on n 
steeds to be mixed up with those of Drona. Those steeds endued with the 
speed uf the wind, that were while as pigeons and red as blood thus mixed 
with one another in battle, looked exceed inglj beautiful. Indeed, they looked 
resplendent like clouds charged with lightning Then that slayer of hostile 
heroes, vis , the neroic Dhrishtadyumna, the son of Pri6hau beMding 
Drona, O Lharita, arrived so near, cast off his buw and took up hi* Sword and 
shield, fur achieving a difficult feat. Sizing the shaft of Drona'* car, lw 
entered into it. And he stayed sometimes on the middle of the yoke and 
sometimes on its joint, and sometimes behind the steeds. And while he was 
moving, armed with sword, quickly upon the backs of thus* red steeds 
of Drocu, the hater could not detect art oppjrumky for ttf iking him. 4 All this 
seemed wonderful to us Indeed, like die sweep of a hank in the woods frum 
desire of food, seemed that sa!ly ol Dhrishtadyumna from his own car for the 
destruction of Drona. Then Drona cut off, with a hundred arrows, the shield, 
decked with a hundred mooos, of Drupoda's eon, and then his sword, with ten 
others. And the mighty Drona then, with four and sixty arrows, slew the 
steeds of bis antagonist And with a coup!; of bruud*headed shafts he cut ofl’ 
the Utter's standard and umbrella also, and then slew both hi* Patikni 
charioteers. And then, with great speed drawing his bowstring to his cor, he 
shot at him a faul shaft tike the wieldei ul the thunder burling the thunder (at a 
foe). Bui soon Satyaki, with four and ten sharp shafts, cut off that fatal arrow of 
Drona. And thus the Vrishm hero, O sire, rescued Dbrishtadyumna who had 
been seized by that lion among men, that foremost of preceptors, like a deer 
seized by the king of the forests Even thus did that bull amongst the Sin is 
the prince of live PanebsUs. Beholding Satyaki rescue the priiKii of the 
Panchalas in the dreadful baule. Drona quickly shot at him six and twenty 
arrows. The grandson of Sini then, in return, pierced Drona in the centre 



* 'Hie words tatimnyany abkyafa jajiiti seem to be unmeaning in this 
connection. The Pcngali translators, unable to do anything with them, have 
left them out.— T. 
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of the chest with six and twenty arruws while the Utter was engaged in 
devouring the Srinjayas. Then all the Panctol* car-warriors, desirous of 
victory, upon the Satwata hero proceeding against Drona, quickly withdrew 
Dhrishtadyunina from the battle.' “ 



SECTION XCVIII. 

"Dhritantshtni »id t — ‘After that shafts of Drona had been cut off 
and Dhriflhtadyumna thus rescued, O Saniya, by Yuyudhana, that fore- 
moat one of the Vrisbni race, what did that great bowman, that foremost 
of all wieJders of weapons, rir , Drona, do in bailie unto that tiger 
among men, c vs-, the grandson of Sint ¥ n 

•Sanjaya said— Then Drona, like a mighty snake, having wrath for his 
poison, his stretched bow for his wide open mouth, his sharp shafts for 
his teeth and whetted arrows for his fangs, wi;!i eyes red as copper from 
rage, and breathing bard, — that mighty hero among men, perfectly feat less, — 
borne on his red steeds of great speed that seemed to soar into the skies 
or get at the top of a mountain, rushed towards Yuyudhana, scattering 
his arrows cquipt nith golden wings. Then that sujugator of hostile cities, 
that hero of Sini's race, invincible in battle, beholding that irresistible 
Drona-cloud having showers of arrows for its watery downpour, the rattle 
of car-whet It for its roar, the outstretched bow for its volume, long shafts 
for its lightning fUshes, darts and swords for its thunder, wrath for the 
winds proceeding it. and urged on by those steeds that constituted the 
hurricane (impelling it forward), rushed towards him, addressed his charioteer 
and imilingfy said,— O Suit, proceed quickly and cheerfully, urging the 
steeds to their greatest speed, against that heroic Brahmana fallen off from 
the duties of his order, that refuge of Dhriurashtra's son, that dispeller 
of Use (Kuru) king's sorrows and fears, that preceptor of all the princes, 
that warrior ever toastful of bis prowess ’—Then the excellent steeds of 
silvery hue belonging to him of Madhu's race, endued with the speed of 
the wind, quickly proceeded towards Diuni. Then those two chastisers of 
foes, r is., Drona and Sini’s grand son, fought with each other, each striking 
the other with thousands of shafts. Those two hulls among men filled 
the welkin with their arrowy showers. Indeed, the iwo heroes covered 
the ten points of the compass with their shafts And they poured on 
each other Ibcir shafts like two clouds pouring their non tents (on the 
Earth) on the expiration of summer. The Sun became invisible. The 
very wind ceased to blow. And in consequence of those showers of shafts 
filling tlie welkin, a continuous and thick gloom was caused there that 
became unbearable to the other heroes. And when the shafts of Drona 
and Sini’s grand-son tod caused that gloom there, none beheld any ccs»- 
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tion in 9liooling in cither of them. They were both quick in the use 
of weapons, and they were both looked upon as lions among men. The 
sound produced by those torrent oi arrows, shot by both striking against 
one another, was heard to resemble the sound of the thunder hurled by 
Sakra. The forms of heroic warriors pierced with long shafts looked like 
those of snakes, O Bharatn, bit by snakes of virulent poison. Brave war 
riors incessantly heard the twangs of their bows and the sounds of their 
palms to resemble the sound of thunder falling upon summits of moun- 
tains, The ears of both of those warriors, O king, their steeds, and their 
charioteers, pierced with shafts of golden wing, became beautiful to behold. 
Fierce was the downpour, O monarch, of shafts that were bright and straight 
and that looked resplendent like snakes of virulent poiton freed from their 
sloughs. The umbrellas of both were cut off, as alio the standards of both. 
And both of them were covered with blood, and both were inspired with the 
hope of victory. With blood trickling down every limb of theirs, tliejr 
resembled a couple of elephants with secretions trickling down their bodiea 
And they continued to strike each other with fatal shifts The roars and 
shouts and other cries, of the soldiers, tbe blare of oonchi and the heat of 
drums, ceased, O king, foe none uttered any soend. Indeed, ail the divisions 
became silent, and all the warriors stopped from fighting. People, filled with 
curiosity became spectators of that single combat Car -warriors and elephant- 
riders and horsemen and foot-soldiers, surrounding those two bulls among 
men, witnessed then encounter with steadfast eyes. And the elephant divi- 
sions stood still ami so also tbe horse divisions, and so also the c&r-divisionfk 
All stood stilt, disposed in array. Variegated with pearls and corals, decked with 
gems and gold, adorned with standards and ornaments, with costs of mail made 
of gold with triumphal banners, with the rich housings of elephants, with fine 
blankets, with bright and sharp weapons, with yak-tails, graced with 
gold and silver, on the heads of steeds, with garlands round the* frontal 
globes of elephants and rings round their tusks, O Bharata, the Kuru 
and tbe Pandava hosts then looked like a mass of clouds at the close 
of summer, decked with rows of cranes and myriads of nre-flies { under 
them ) and adorned with rainbows and flashes of lightning. Doth our 
men and those of Yundhishthira, beheld that battle between Yuyudhana 
and tire high-souled Drona ; the gods also, beaded by Brahman and 
Suma, and the SiMAas, and tbe CharaKi ?«, and the Vidyadka*ai t and die 
great Snakes, s*w it. stationed on their foremost of sky-ranging cars. 
And beholding the diverse motions forward aud backward, of those lions 
among men, and their acts of striking each other, the spectators were 
filled with wonder. And both endued with great strength, Drona and 
Satyaki, displaying their lightness of hand in the use of weapons, began 
to pierce each other with shafts. Then he of Daaarhrt race, with his 
mighty shafts, cut off those of the illustrious Drona in that battle, and 
then, within a moment, the Utter’s bow also. Within, however, tbe 
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twinkling of an eye, the son of Bharadwaja took up another Ikjw and 
stringed it. Even that bow of his was cut off by Satyaki. Drona then, 
with great speed, waited with another bow in hand. As often, hnwevc. 
as f>roiu stringed his bow Suyaki cut it off. And this he did foe full nine 
and seven times. Beholding then that superhuman feat of Yuyudtuina in 
haule, Drona, O monarch, thought in his mind— This force of weapons that 1 
sec in this foremost une among the Satwatas exists in Rama and Dhananjaya and 
was seen also in KarUavirya and that tiger smong men, */*, llhishma 1— Tho 
son of Bharadwaja, therefore, mentally applauded the p-rowcas of Sat yak i. 
Beholding that lightness of hand equal umo that of Vasara himself, that 
foremast of regenerate one*, that first of all persons conversant with weapons, 
was highly gratified with Midbava And the gods also, with Vasava at their 
lirad, were gratified with’it. The gods and the GanJuarvas, O monarch, had 
never before witnessed that lightness of lund of the quickly moving 
Yuyudhana although they and the Siddhat and the QfusraHal lud liccn 
aoiuainted with the feats of which Drona was captblc. Then Drona, that 
foremost of persons acquainted with weapons, that grinder of Kshatriyas, 
taking up another bow, aimed some weapons. Satyaki, Iwwcvcr, baffling those 
weapons with the illusion of his awn weapons, struck him some sharp shafts. 
All this seemed highly wonderful. Beholding thu superhuman feat of his 
in battle, that feat of which nobody else was capah'e, and which displayed 
very great skill, those trmng^t thy warriors that were judge* of skill applauded 
it Stfyakt shot the same weapons that Drona slit*. Beholding this, that 
scorcher of foes, fix , the preceptor, lought with a little less boldness than 
usual. Then that mister of military science, O king filled with wrath, invoiced 
celestial weapons for the destruction c.f Yuyudhana. Beholding that terrible 
(oe-Slaughtering Agniya w&spon, Silyaki, that mighty bowman, invoked 
another celestial weapon, err., the VaruMa. Seeing them both take up celestial 
weapons, loud cries of and alai arose there. The very creatures having 
the sky for their element ceased to range through it. Tlicn the Varuna and 
the Affuya weapons, which lad thus been grafted on their shafts, coming 
against each other (became fruitless | * Juit at that time the Sun passed down 
in tm course. Then king Yudhishthin and Bhimascna the sons of Pandu, 
and Nak.ila, and Saludeva, desirous of protecting Satyaki, and the Matsyas, 
and the Silwe>a troops speedily proceeded towards Drona. Then thousands of 
pr nces placing Pus<U6ana at their head, hastily proceeded towards Drona (for 
protecting him) who war surrounded by foes. Then, O king, commenced a 
fierce battle between them and thy bowmen. The Earth was entered with dust 
and with showers of arrows shot (by both sides). And everything being thus 



. . Cc ^ 5t * 4 J weapons were forces dependent on mantrap Ordinary 

shalt?, inspired with these man/ms, were ccnverted into celestial weapons.— T, 
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covered, nothing, could any longer be discerned Indeed when the troops were 
:hu* overwhelmed with dust, the battle proceeded in utter disregard (of 
persons and rules). 1 11 



3ECTION XCIX 

"Satijaya said,— 'When the Sun turned in his downward coarse towards f lie 
summit of the Asia hills, when live welkin was covered with dust, when the 
heal of tiie solar orb abated, the day began to fade fa*. As regards the 
foldiers, some rested, some fought on, some returned to the encounter, dcsiroui 
cf victory. And while the troops, inspired wrth hope of victory, were thus 
cn $’M$ c d. Arjuoa and Vasudeva proceeded towards the place where the ruler of 
the Sindhus was. The son of Kunri, by means of his shafts, nude (through 
the hostile soldiers! a way sufficiently wide for his car. And it was in this way 
that Janarddana proceeded, (guiding the car). Thither where the car of 
tbe htgh-souled son of P.mdu proceeded, thither thy troops, O monarch, 
broke and yielded a way. And Sie of Dasarhu's race, endued with great 
energy, displayed his skill in driving cars by showing diverse kinds nf 
circling motions. And the shafts of Arjoiu, engraved with his name, 
well-tempered, resembling the Yu/a fire, tied round with cat-gut. of straight 
joints, thick, far reaching, and made either of (cleft) bamboo (or their 
branches) or wholly of iron, taking the lives of diverse foes, drank in that 
battle, with the buds (of prey assembled there) the blood of living 
creatures. Standing on his car as Arjuoa shot his shafts full two miles 
ahead those shafts pierced and despatched his foes just as that car itself 
came up to the spot.* Hrishikesa proceeded, borne by those yoke-bearing 
steeds endued with the speed of Garuda or the wind, with such speed 
that lie caused the whole universe to wonder a! iL Indeed, O king, the 
car of Surya himself, or dial of Rudra. or ttut of Vaisravana, never 
gocth so fast. Hobvdy else'* car had ever before moved with such speed 
in battle as Arjuiu's car moving with the celerity of a wish cherished 
in the mind. Then Ketava, O king, that slayer of hostile heroes, having 
taken the car to battle quickly urged the steeds, 0 Bharata, through the 
^hostile) troops. Am red in the midst of that throng of cars, those excel- 
lent steeds bore Arjuna’s car with difficulty, suffering at they did from 
hunger, thirsr, and toil, and mangled as they had been with the weap- 
ons of many heroes delighting in battle. They frequently, however, des 
cribed beautiful circles as they moved, proceeding over the bodies of slain 
steeds and men, over broken cars, and the bodies of dead elephants 
looking like hilK by thousands. 



■ In other words Arjuna's car shot as quickly through the enemy as the 
arrows themselves sped from it.— T, 
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44 l Mc*ntrtiile, O king, tlie two heroic brother? of Avanti, (ffo-, Vinda 
and An 11 vinda), at the head of their forcer, beholding the steeds of Arjuna 
to be tirod, encountered him. Filled with Joy, they pierce .1 Arjuna with 
four and sixty shafts, and Janarddana with seventy, am! the four steed< 
(of Arjuna' B car) with a hundred arrow*. Then Arjuna, O king, filled 
with wrath, and having a knowledge of the vital parts of the body, struck 
them both in die battle, with nine straight abate, every one of which 
was dpuhlc of penetrating into the very vitals. Thereupon the two brottkm, 
filkd with rage, covered Vibhatsu and Kcsava with showers of sliafts and 
uttered leonine roars. Then Part ha of white steeds, with a couple of broad- 
leaded shafts, quickly cut off in that battle the beautiful bow of the two brothers 
and then their two standards bright as gold. Vinda and Amirinda then, O 
king, taking up two other bows and becoming infuriate with anger, liegar. tn 
grind the fton of Pandu with their arrows. Then Dhananjay the son ol Pandu ex- 
ceedingly encaged, once more, with a couple of shafts quickly cut off those two 
bows also of his foes. And with a few other arrows whetted on stone and 
equipt with wings of gold, Arjuna then 9lew their steeds, their charioteers, 
the two combatants that protected their rear, with those that followed the latter. 
And with another broad-headed arrow sharp as a razor, he cut off the head of 
the eldest brother, who fell down on the Barth, deprived of life, like a tree 
broken by the wind. The mighty Anuvinda then, endued with great prowess, 
beholding Vinda slain left bit steed less car, haring taken up a mace. Then 
that foremost of car-warriors, r/s., the brother of Vinda, apparently dancing 
as he advanced with that nucc in bis arms, proceeded in that battle for 
avenging the slaughter of his elder brother. Filled with rage, Anuvinda struck 
Vastideva oo ibe forehead with that mace. The latter however, trembled 
not but stood still like the mountain Mainaka. Then Arjuna, with six arrows, 
cut off h» neck and two legs and two arms and head- Thus cut off (into 
fragments, the limbs of) Anuvinda felt down tike so many hills. Beholding 
them both slain, their followers, 0 king, filled with rage rushed (towards 
Arjuna), scattering hundreds of arrows. Slaying them soon, O bull of 
P.harata's race, Arjuna looked resplendent like a fire consuming a forest on 
the expiry of winter. Passing over those troops with some difficult), 
Dbanaiaya then stone brightly like the risen Sun transgressing the clouds under 
which it was hid. Beholding him the Kauravas were filled with fright. But 
recovering soon enough, they rejoiced once more and rushed at him from 
all sides, O bull of Bhamu's race ! Understanding that he was tired and 
that the ruler of the Sindhus was yet at a distance, they surrounded him, 
uttering leonine roars. Beholding them filled with wrath, Arjuna that bull among 
men, smilingly addressed him of Dasarhas race in loft words, and said— 
Our steeds are afflicted with arrows and tired. The ruler of the Sindhus 
is still at a distance- What fdo you think ;ia the best that should be done 
now? Tell me O Krishna, truly ! Thou art always the wisest of persons 
The Panda vas having thee (or their eyes will vanquish their foes in battle I 
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Tlut which seems to me should be done next, uuly shall I say unto thee ! 
Unyoking the steeds to tbeir ease, pluck o i their arrows, O Madbava 1— Thus 
addressed b) Partin, Kesava replied unto him, — I also am, O Partha, of the 
opinion which thou hast expressed !— ’ 

‘Arjuua then said, — I will hold in check the whole army O Kesuva ! Do 
thou properly perform that which should be next dune I' 

“Sanjaya continued,— Alighting then from the terrace of his car, Dhanan- 
jaya, taking up his bo# GanJiv i, fearlessly Mood there like an immovable 
bill Reholding Dhananjaya standing on the ground, and regarding it a 
good opportunity, the Kshatriyas, desirous of victory and uttering loud shouts, 
rushed towards him. Him standing alone they surrounded with a Urge 
throng of cars, ail stretching their bows and showering their shafts on him. 
Filled uritb wrath they displayed diverse kinds of weapons and entirely shrouded 
Partha with their shafts like the clouds shrouding the Sun. And the great 
Kshatriya waniurs impetuously rushed against that bull among Kshalriyus, 
that lion among men, like infuriate elephants rushing towards a lion. The 
might then that we beheld of Par ilia's arms was exceedingly great, since, filled 
with rage, alone, he succeeded ia resisting those countless warriors. The 
puiswant Partha, baffling with his own weapons those of foes, quickly covered 
all of them with countless shafts. In that part of the welkin, O monarch, in 
consequence of the dash of those dense showers of shafts, a fire was generated 
emitting incessant sparks. There in consequence of hostile heroes, countless 
in number, all filled with wrath, and all great bowmen united together for 
a common purpuse, seeking victory in battle, aided by steeds covered with 
blood and breathing hard, and by infuriate and foe-grinding elephants uttering 
loud shrieks, the weather became exceedingly hot That uncroeaable, wide, 
and limitless ocean of cars, incapable of being agitated having arrows for its 
current, standards foe its eddies, elephants for its crocodiles, foot soldiers for 
its countless fishes the blare of conchs and the beat of drums for its roar, cars 
for its surging waves, head-gear of combatants for its tortoises, umbrellas 
and banners for its froth, and the bodies of slain elephants for its 
( submarine ) rues, Partha resisted with his arrows, becoming, as it 
were, a continent 'Hien, in course of that battle, the mighty-armed 
Janu/ddana, fearlessly addressing llul dear friend of bis, that foremost 
of men, viz , Arjuna, siid unto him.— There is no well here in 
the held of battle, O Arjuna, for die steeds to drink from ! The 
btecds want water for drink, but not for a bath !— Thus addressed 
by Vasudeva, Arjuna cheerfully »a>d,— Here a it !— And so saying, 1 m 
piercad the Earth with a weapon and made an excellent lake from which 
the steeds could drink. And tint lake abounded with swans and ducks 
and was adorned with ChakraVakas. And it was wide and full of trans- 
parent water, and abounded with lull-blown lotuses of the foremost 
species. Arid it teemed with diverse kinds of hsh. And fatlioatJcas in 
depth, it was the resort ol many a Rishi. And tbe celestial RiM Naiada 
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came to have a look at that lake created there in a moment. And Partha, 
capable of achieving wonderful works like ( the celestul artificer ) Tashtri 
himself, also constructed there an arrowy hall, having arrows for its 
beams and rafts, arrows foT its pillars, and arrows for its roof. Then 
Govinda, laughing in joy, said, — ExuHent, Ex«!U*t % — upon seeing the 
high-souled Partha create that arrowy ball. 1 * 



SECTION C. 

"Sanjaya said,— 'Alter the high-3uu!ed sun of Kunli I mil created that 
water, after he had commenced to hold in check the hostile army, mid 
after he had built also that arrowy hall, Vasudeva of great apleminur, 
alighting from the car, unyuked the steeds (Merced and mangled with 
arrows, he holding that sight never seen before, loud uj: roars of atiplause 
were heard there, uttered by the SWAgf and the Ckarajun and by all 
die warriors. Mighty car-warituts ( assembled together ) were unable tu 
resist the son of Kumi even when he fought on foot- All this seemed 
highly wonderful. Although throngs upon throngs uf cat:, and myriad* 
of elephants and steeds, rushed towards him, yet Partha fell no fear hut 
fought on, prevailing upon all bis foe* All the { hostile ) kings shut 
fhowers of shafts at the son of Pundu. That slayer of l*»«lile heroes, 
however, n': M the son of Vasava of virtuous soul, felt no anxiety whatever. Indeed 
the valiant Partha received hundreds of arrowy showers and maces and 
lance* coming towards him as the ocean receives hundred* upon hun- 
dreds of rivers flowing towards it With the impetuous might of his own 
weapons and the strength of hie arm*, Parti* received the foremost of 
shafts shot at biiu by those foremost of kings. Although staying on the 
ground, and alone, he succeeded yet in baffling all those kings on l|>cir 
cars like that one fault, avarice, destroying a hast of accomplishment*. 
Hie Kauravas, 0 king, applauded the highly wonderful prowess of Partha 
as also of Vasudesa, »y>ng,— What more wonderful incident hath ever 
uken place in this world or will over take place than this, via , that 
Partha and Govinda, in course of battle, have unyoked their steeds ? 
Displaying fierce energy on the field of battle and the greatest assurance 
those best of men have inspired us with great thought !— Then Hristuke&i 
of eyes like lotus petals, smiling with the coolest assurance us if, O 
Bharata, he was in the midst of women ( and not armed foes ), after 
Arjuna bad created m the field of battle that hall made of arrows, led 
the steeds into it, in the very sight, O monarch, of all thy troops 1 
And Krishna, who was well-skilled in grooming horses, then removed 
tbeir fatigue, pain, froth,- trembling and wounds.* Then plucking out 

* The Bengal leading of the first line is vicious. The Bombay reading is 
Vi inuitkwn V4faiAum % Vam am. The first word means tbc froth in the mouths 
of steeds. — T. 
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tbcir anoBS and nibbing those steeds with his own hands, ond walking 
them duly, he caused them to drink. Having caused them to drink and 
removed their fatigue and pain, he once mere carefully yoked them to that 
foremost of cars. Then that foremost one among all wielders of weapons, 
nit., Saurin, of great energy, mounting on that car with Aijuna, 

proceeded with great speed. Beholding the ca f of that foremost 
of car-warriors once more equjpt with these Meeds whose thirst 
had been slaked, the foremost ones among the Kuril ainiy once 
more became cheerless. They began to sigh, O king, like snakes whose 
fangs had been pulled out. And they said,— Oh, fie, fie on us ! Both Partha 
and Krishna hare gone, in the very sight of all the Kshatriyag, riding on 
the same car, and clad in mail, and slaughtering our troops with as much 
case as boys sporting with a toy. Indeed, those scorchers of foes have gon.* 
nway in the very right of all the kings displaying their prowess and 
unimpeded by our shouting and struggling combatants I— Seeing 

them gone away, oilier warriors said,— Ye Kauravis, speed yc fur the 
slaughter of Krishna and the diadem-decked (Arjuna) 1 Yoking |>U steeds 
untu his car in the very sight ui al! (our) buwaiin, hi uf IXisarba'e race 
is proceeding towards Jay .id rat ha, slaughtering us in battle !— And some 
lords of Earth there, O king, said among'.t themselves, having seen that 
highly wonderful incident in battle never seen before,— AUs, through 
Duryodhana’s fault, these warriors, king DhriUfAriiLrj, the Kshatfiyas and 
the whole Earih, Calico into great distrust, are being destroyed I Kang 
Duryndharu understands it not 1 — Thus spoke many KshatKiyas. Others, 
O Dharata, said.— The rules uf the Sindhofl hath already been despatched 
to Yama'fl abode ! Of false sight and unacquainted with means, lei Duryo* 
dbana now do wliat should bo done for that king !•— Meanwhile the sun 
of Panda, seeing the Sun coursing towards the truing bills, proceeded 
with greater speed toward* the ruler of the Siodbua, on Iris steeds wtose 
thirst had been slaked. The (Kuru) warrjois were unable to resist that 
mighty-armed hero that foremost nf all wield- is uf weapons, as he procee- 
ded like the Destroyer himself in wrath. That scorcher of foes, rat, the 
son of P&ndu, routing the warriors (before him), agitated that array like 
the lion agitating a herd of deer, as he proceeded for getting at Jaya- 
dralha. Penetrating into Ihe hostile army, he of Dasxrha's race urged 
the steeds witli great speed, and blew his cooch Famt&ajanpa which was 
of the hue of the clouds. The shafts shot before by the son of Kunti 
began to fall behind him, so swiftly did those steeds endued with the 
speed of the wind, drew that car. Then many kings, filled with rage, 
and many other Ksbattiyas surrounded Dbauanjaya who was desirous ot 



• L e. t his funeral iobscquics. The vernacular Uauslators*do not sec the 
intended joke.— T. 
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staying jAyadraiiu. When the (Kura) warriors thus proceeded towards that 
bu?l among men, (ms., Arjuna) who hid stopped for a moment, Duryo 
dhana, proceeding quickly, followed Partha in that great battle. Many 
warriors, beholding the car whose rattle resembled the roar of the clouds 
and which was equip* with that terrible standard bearing the ape and 
whose banner floated upon the wind, became exceedingly cheerless. Then 
when die Son was almojt completely slnooded by the dull (laised by the 
combatants), the (Kuru) uarnors, afflicted with shafts, became incapable of 
even gating, in that battle at the two Krishna*. ' " 



sr.CTtON Ct. 

“Sanjaya said,— *0 1 monarch, 1 beholding Vasudevi and Dhaninjaya 
penetrate into their host t asking already pierced thmugh many divisions the 
kings of thy army, fled away in fear. A litite while after, however, these high- 
suu'.ed tnss, filled with ra^c and shame, and urgtd on by their might, became 
rco' and collected tnd proceeded towards Dl.uunjjya. But they, O king, whu 
filled with rage and vindictiveness, proceeded against the son of Pandu in battle, 
returned not like rivers never r:tiirn n>: from the Ocean. Seeing this many 
ignoble Kshatriyas incurred sin and hell by flying away from battle like 
atheists turning away from the Vt&u.* Transgressing that throng of cars 
ibcee two bulls among xuen at last issued uu: of t and looked like the 
Sun and the Sloon freed from the jaws of /tabu. Indeed, the two Krishna*, 
their fatigue dispelled, having pideed through that vast host, looked like 
two fishes that had passed through a strong net. Having forded 
through than impenetrable division of Drnna, the way through which was 
obstructed by denw showers of weapons, those two high-souled heroes looked 
like Kwg<j-Suns risen (on the welkin). Piercing through and through 
those dense showers of weapons and freed from that imminent danger, those 
high-souled heroei, themselves obstructing the welkin with thick clouds of 
weapons seemed like persons escaped from a raging conflagration ot like 
two fishes from the jaws of A miikara. And they agitated the (Kuru) boil 
like a couple of vuikarai agitating the ocean. Thy warriors and thy sons, 
while Partha and Krishna were yet in the midst of Drona's division, had 
thought that the two would never be able to issue out of it Beholding, 
however, those two bcToes of great splendour issue out of Drona’s division, 
they no longer, O monarch, hoped for Jayadratha's life I Hitherto they 
bad strong hopes of Jajadratba’s life, for they had thought, O king, that 
the two Krishna* would never be able to escape from Drona And Hridika 4 ? 
son. Frustrating that hope those two scorchers of foes had, O monarch, 



• I give the sense of this verse, ritbout giving a doscly literal version,— T. 
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crossed the division of Drona as also the almost cncrossable division of tbe 
Bbojas. Beholding them, therefore, fiml through those div isions and look like two 
blazing fires, thy men became pos -eased with despair and ho longer hoped 
fox Jayadratba’s life. Then those two fcailess heroes ti's., Kr hna and Dhaiun- 
jaya, those enhancers of the fears of foes, began to converse between them- 
selves about the slaughter of Jiyadralha. And Arjuna said,— Tnis Jayadrathu 
hath been placed in their midst by six of the foremost car-warriore among 
the DharUrashtra* The ruler of tl>e Sindhus, however, shall in* escape roe 
if once he is seen by me I If Sakra liimse'f with all the celestials become 
his protector in battle yet shall we slay him 5 Thus did the twu Kristinas talk. 
Even so, O mighty-armed one, did they converse amongst themselves while 
looking after the ruler of the Sindhus. (Haring heard wh.it they said), thy 
sons set up a loud wail. Those iwu chastisers of foca then locked like a 
couple of thirsty elephants of great quickness of motion refreshed with 
drinking water after hiving pissed through a desert. Beyond daub and 
above decrepitude, they then looked like two merchants that have passed 
over a mountainous country abounding with tigers and lions and elephants. 
Indeed, beholding them freed (from Drona and JCriUvarma), thy warriors 
regarded the color of Pirtlu's and Krishna’* face to Oe such. And thy men 
then, from all sides, set up a loud wail. Freed frnni Drona who resembled 
a snake of virulent poison or a blazing fire, as also from the other lordr of 
Eirth, Parth* and Krishna looked hie two blaring Suns. Indeed, those 
two chastisers of foes, freed from Drona’s division which resembled the rery 
ocean, seemed to be filled with joy like persons that have safely crossed 
tbe vasty deep. Freed from those dense showers of weapons, from those 
divisions protected by Drona and Hridika's son Kesava and Arjuna looked 
like Indra and Agoi of blazing effulgence. The two Krishnas, pierced with 
sharp shafts of Bbaxadwaja's son and with bodies dripping wrth blood, 
looked resplendent like two mountains decked with flowering Kum t'Aaras. 
Having forded 'that wide lake, of which Dxona constituted the alligator, 
darts formed the fierce snakes, sliafts tbe Makarmt ind Kshatnyas the deep 
waters, having issued out of that cloud constituted by Drona’s weapons, 
whose thunders were the twang of bows and the sound of pulro*. and whose 
lightning flashes were constituted by maces and swords, Paftha and Krishna 
looked like the Sun and Moon freed from darkness. Having crossed the 
region obstructed by the weapons of Drona, all creatures regarded those 
mighty and famous bowmen rfs-, the two Krishnas, as persons who had 
forded, with aid of their arms, the five river, (era, the Saudru, the Viyosa, 
the Ravai, the Chandrabhaga, and the Vitasta) having the Ocean for their sixth 
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w hcra full of water daring the season of mins and abounding with huge 
alligator*. Casting their eyes, from desire of slaughter, on* Jayadratha who 
was not far off frocu them, the two hero** looked like two tigers wailing from 
desire of filling upon a Kuru deer. Such was then the color ol their faces 
that thy warriors, O monarch, regarded Jayadrathi as one already slain. 
Possessed of red eyes. O mighty-armed one, and staying together, Krishna 
and the son of Panda, at the sight of Jayadratha, were filled with joy and 
roared Tepeatedly. Indeed. O monarch, the splendour then of Saurin 
standing with reins in hand and of Parihi armed with bow, was like that of 
lh« Sun or the fite Freed from the division of Drooa, their j.iy, nt sight ot the 
ruler of the Sindhus, was like that of a couple of hawks at sight of a pieces of 
fle 9 b. Beholding tltt ruler of the Sindhus not far of, they rushed in wrath 
towards him like a couple of hawks swooping down towards a piece of meat 
Seeing Ffrisikciha and Dhananjaya transgress (the divisions of Drona), thy 
valiant on., king Duryodhana, whose armour lad been bound on his 
person by Drona, and who was well verged in grooming and guiding horses, 
rushed, on a single car, O lord, for the protection of the Sindluis. Leaving those 
mighty bowen, ttY, Krishna and Parti*, behind thy son, O Icing turned back, 
facing Kesara of lotas like eye* When thy son Hun outran 1 iltarunjaja, 
divcfie musical instruments were joyfully blown and heat among alt thy 
troopa. And leonine roars were uttered, mingled with the blare of conrhf, 
beholding I)uryodhana|staying in tl>e face of thc£two Krishna*. Tliey also, O 
king, resembling blaming flre», that stood as the protectors of Jayadratha, 
were filled with joy upbn beholding thy son in battle. Seeing Duryodhana 
transgress them with his followers, Krishna, O monarch, said unto Arjuna 
these words suited to the occasion/ " 



SECTION CIt. 

# 'Vasudeva said,— Belt jld, O Dhananjiya, this Suyodhana who hath 
transgressed us 1 I regard this as highly wonderful ! There is no car- 
warrior equal to him I His arrows are far-reaching. He is a great bow- 
man. Accomplished in weapons, he is exceedingly difficult to vanquish 
in bailie. The mighty son of Dhritarashtra strikes hard, and is conversant 
with all modes of warfare. Hrought up in great luxury, lie is much 
regarded by eTcn the foremost of car-warriors. He is well accomplished, 
and, 0 Partha, he always hates the Pocdavas I For these reasons, O 
sinless one, I think, thou shouldst now fight with him. Upon him 
rcsteth, as upon a 9Uke at dice, victory or the reverse I Upon him, O P.trtha, 
vomit that poison of thy wrath which thou bast cherished so long ! This 
mighty car-warrior is the root of all ihe wrongs of the Pandavas ! He is now 
within reach of thy shafts. Look after thy success l Why hath king 
Dutjodbana,^ desirous as he is of kingdom, come to battle with thee ? 
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By good luck, it ta that he is now arrived within reach of thy arrows. 
Do tint, 0 Dhawuijaya, by which he may be deprived of very life. 
Reft of his senses through pcide of afflucr.ee, he hath never felt any 
distress I O Bull among men, be doth not knew also thy prowess in 
battle 3 Indeed, the three worlds with the celestials, the Awras , and 
human beings, cannot venture to vanquish thee in battle 1 What need 
be said, therefore, of the single Duryodhana ? By good luck it is, O 
Partha, that he hath approached the viciniy oi thy car ! 0 mighty- 
armed one, slay him as PiiTandaru slew Vritra 1 O sinless one, this 
Duryodhana hath endeavoured to bring evil on you I By deceit be 
cheated king Yudhbhlhira it dice ! O giver of honors, sinless though yon 
all are, this prince of sinful soul has always done various cruel acts towards 
you ! Nobly revived upon battle, O Partha, slay without any scruple this 
wicked wight, who is ever wrathful and ever cruel, and who is the very 
enboiiment of avarice! Remembering the deprivation of your kingdom 
by deceit, your exile [into the woods, and the wrongs of Krishna, put forth 
thy prowess, O son of p.indu 1 By good luck it is that he suyth within 
the range of thy shafts. By goad luck it is that staying before thee he 
endeavours to resist thy purpose I By good luck, it is that he knows today 
that he will have to Tight with ihee in battle ! By good luck it is lhat all your 
purposes, even chose that are not presently entertained by you, will bo crowned 
with Iruition l Tlierefore, PartbB, slay this wretch of bis race, tir, the son 
of Dhriurashtra, in battle, as Indra had in days of yore, slain the Asura 
Jambha in the battle between the celestials and the A suras 1 If he is slain 
by thee, thou cans: then pierce through this maaterlew host I Cut the very 
root of these wicked-soulcd wretches t Let the cu&hriika* of this hoatiiity 
be now accomplished !— 

•‘Sanjaya continued,— 'Thus addressed, Partha replied unto Kcsava, 
saying,— So be it. Even this should be done by me 5 Disregarding every- 
thing else, proceed thither where Duryodharu is 3 Putting forth my prowess 
in battle, I will cut off the bead of that wretch who luth for such a long 
period enjoyed our kingdom without a thorn in his side ! SI nil I not 
succeed, 0 Kevava, in avenging the insult,* in the shape of dragging her by the 
hair, offered unto Draupadi undeserving as she was of that wrong I— Thus con- 
versing with each oilier, the two Krishnas, filled with joy, urged those excellent 
white steed « of theirs, desirous of getting at king Duryodhana. As regards tby 
son, O bull of Bharat's race, having approached the presence of Partha and 
Krishna, he entertained no fear, although, O sire, every circumstance was 
calculated to inspire fear. And the Kshatriyas there, on thy side, highly 
applauded him then, for he proceeded to face Arjorva and Hrishikeaa far 



# Avabhriiha is ibe final bath undergone, on completion of as acrifice, 
by the person performing the sacrifice. The slaughter of Duryodhana would, 
according to Krishna, be the avMritka o« the sacrifice of battle.— T. 
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resitting them. Indeed, beholding the king in bottle, a loud shout was 
heard there, O monarch, uttered by die entire Kura army. When that 
terrible and awful shout arose there, thy sod, pressing his fuc hard, opposed 
his progress. Held iu check by thy son armed with Ikiw, the son of 
Kunti became filled with rage, and that dusstise* of foes Ws., Duryo- 
dliina, also bocame highly enraged with Partha. Beholding boiii Duxyo- 
dhana and Dlumnjaya enraged with each other, all the Kslutriyas* of 
fierce forms began to look at them from all sides Seeing Partha and 
Vasodeva both filled with rags thy son, O sire, desirous of battle, smilingly 
challenged them. Then he of Dasarha's race became filled with Joy, 
and Dhananjaya also, the son Pandu, became civecrfuL Uttering loud 
roars they both blew their foremost of concha. Seeing them thus cheerful, 
all the Kauravaa became hopeless of thy sun’s life. Indeed, all the Kaurovas, 
and many even amongst the enemy, became possessed with grief, and regarded 
thy son as a libation already poured into ibe mouth of the (sacred) fire. Thy 
warriors, seeing Krishna and die Pandava so cheerful, loudly exclaimed, 
afflicted with fear,— Iht king is slain !— Tks king is shin /—Hearing that 
loud uproar of the warriors, D jryodhana said,— Let your fears be dialled ! 
I will despatch the two Kristinas unto the regions ot Death !— Having told 
all his warriors llie* words king DuryodhanA then, expectant of success, 
addressed Partha angrily and said these words.— If, O Partha, thou art begotten 
by Pandu, exhibit upon roe. without loss of ti roe, all the weapons, celestial and 
earthly, that thou ha* learnt ! Put forth quickly all thy might and prowess, 
and all that K asava also bath of either, upon me I I wish to see thy manli- 
ness ! They speak of many teats achieved *by tbee out of our view. Show 
me those feats dial have *on the applause of many as endued with great 
heroism 



SECTION an. 

"Sxnjaya said,— ‘Saying these wards, king Duxyodhana pierced Arjuru with 
three shafts of great impetuosity and capable of penetrating into the very 
vitals. And with four others he pierced the four steeds of bis foe. And he 
pierced Vasudeva in the centre of tbe chest with ten sliafls, and cutting off, 
with a brood-headed arrow, die whip in the Utter's hands, he felled it on the 
ground. Then Partha, coolly and without losing a moment, shot at him four 
and ten shafts whetted on stone and equip* with beautiful feathers. All those 
shafts, however, were repelled by Duryodhana's armour. Beholding dwnr 
fruitlessness, Partha once more sp«d at him nine and five arrows 0/ keen 
paints. But these too were repelled by Duryodhana’s armour. Seeing eight 
and twenty arrows of his become abortive, that slayer of hostile heroes, On., 
Krishna, said unto Arjnna, these words I see a sight never before witnessed 
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by me, like the walking of hills I Shafts sped by tbee, O Partha, ate becoming 
abortive ! 0 bull of Bborata’s race, hath thy GanJiva decayed in power ? 
Have the might of thy grasp and the power of thy arms become less than 
what they were ! Ii not this to be thy last meeiiog with Duryodhana ? Tell 
me, O Paithe, for I ask thcc 1 Great hath been my amazement, O Pattha, 
upon seeing all these shafts of thine fall towards Duryodbana's car without 
producing the slightest effect ! Alas, what misfortune is this that these 
terrible shafts of thine that are endued with the might of the thunder and 
that always pierce the bodies of foes, tail of effect K-" 

,4 *Arjuiu said,— I think, O Krishna, that this armour hath been put on 
Duryodhana's body by Drona ! This armour, lied as it bath bean, is 
impenetrable to ruy weapons ! In this armour, O Krishna, mhereih the might 
of the three worids Only Drona knoweth it, and from that best of men I 
also have learnt it ! This armour is not capable of being pierced by my 
weapons I Maghavat himself, O Govindi, cannot pierce it with his thunder ! 
Knowing it all, O Krishna, why scekest itnu to confound me? That which 
occurred in the three worlds, that which, O Kesava, e.\itf§ now, and that which 
is in tire womb of futurity, are all known to thcc* Indeed, O slayer of 
Madfv.i, no orui else knuweth Ibis better tlun thou dost I This Duryodhana, 
0 Krishna, cased by Drona in this armour, is staying fearlessly in battle, 
wearing this cowl of math That, however, which one wearing such armuur 
sIkhix! do* is not known to him, O Madhava ? He weareth it only like a 
woman. Behold now, O Janarddana, the might of my arms and that of my 
bow too I Though protected by such a coat ©l mail, l will still vanquish the 
Kuru prince I The chief of the celestials gave this effulgent armour to 
Angiras. From the latter it was obtained by Vrfliaspati. And fiom Vrihaspati 
it was got by Purandra. The lord of the celestials once more gave it to me 
with the mantras to be uttered in wearing it. Even if this armour were 
divine, if it were created by Brahman himself, still the wretch Duryodhana, 
struck with my arrows, shall not be protected by it ! — ’ 

•'Sanjaya continued,— 'Having said these words, Arjuna inspired some 
arrows with mantras, and began to drew them on the bowstring. And 
while he was thus drawing them on the bowstring, ihe son of Drona 
cut them off with a weapon that was capable of baffling every weapon. 
Beholding those shafts of Lis thus frustrated from a distance by that 
utterer of Brahma { ns., Aswauhaman X Arjuna, owning white steeds, 
filled with amaze, represented unto Kesiva. saying,— I cannot, Jaiurd- 
dana, twice me this weapon, for if I do so, it will slay my own self 
and my own troops !— Meanwhile Duryodb.au, O king, pserced each of 
the Krishnas in that battle with nine shafts resembling stukes of virulent 
poison. Ara once more the Kitu king showered his shafts on 

Krishna and the son of Panda. Beholding these showers of arrows 
( shot by their king X ;by warriors were filled with joy. They beat 
their musical instruments and uttered leoinc roars. Then Partba, excited 
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with rage in liiat buttle, licked tbc comeia of his mouth. Casting ha 
eyes on bis enemy's body be taw nut any part tlut was not well covered 
with that impenetrable armour. With tome sharp-pointed shafts then, well 
•hot from his bow and cadi of which TcseroLled Death himself, Arjuna 
slew hit antagonist's steeds and then his two Parshni charioteers. And 
toon also the valiant Partba cut off Duryodhaiu'a bow and the leathern 
fence casing his fingers. Then Savyaaachin commenced to cut off his 
enemy's car into fragments. And with a couple of keen arrows he made 
Duryodhana cailcss. And then Arjuna pierced both the palms of die 
Kura king. Beholding that gTca: bowman afflicted with the shafts of 
Dbananjaya and fallen into great distress of many warriors rushed 
to the spot, desirous of rescuing hiuu These, with many 

thousands of cars, well-equipt elephants and Ikmscs, as also with large 
bodies of foot-soldiers excited with wrath, encompassed Dhananjaya. 
Covered with dense showers of weapons and encompassed by Urge bodies 
of men, neither that car of theirs nor Arjuna and Govinda could any 
longer be seen. Then Arjuna, by the might of his weapons began tu 
daughter that boat. And car*waf»or& and elepluinir, by hundreds derived 

of limbs, fell fast on the field. Shin or in the act of being slain, these 

failed to reach the excellent car. Indeed, the car on which Arjuna rode 
stood motion less full two miles from the besieging force on every side. 

Then the Vriabni hero ( Krishna ), without taking any time, said unto 

Arjuna these words Draw thy bow quickly and with great force, for 1 
will blow my conch. — Thus addressed, Arjuna drawing hi* bow Gan Jit u 
with great force, began to slaughter the foe, shooting den*e showers of 
shafts and making a loud noise by stretching the bowstring with his 
fingers. Kesava meanwhile forcibly and very loudly blew his conch 
Fanckajanya t his face covered with dust. In consequence 
of the blare of that conch and of the twang of Gandic u, the Kura 
warriors, strong or weak, all fell down on the ground. The car of 
Aijuna then freed from that press, leaked resplendent like a cloud driven 
by the wind. ( Beholding Arjuna) the protectors of Jayadratha, with 
tbeii follower*, became filled with rage. Indeed, those mighty bowman, 
the protector of the ruler of Sindh ua, suddenly beholding Partha, uttered 
lend shouts, filling the Earth with tba; noise- The whiz of their arrows mioglcd 
with other fierce noises and live k>ud blare of their concha. Those high- 
sooled warriors uttered leonine shouts. Hearing that awful uproar raised by 
thy troops, Vasudeva and Dbananjaya blew their eboebs. With the bud blare 
(of their concha), the whole Earth, with her mountains and s*a9 and islands 
and the nether regions, O monarch, seemed to be filled. Indeed, that blaTC, 
O best of the Bharatas, filled all the points of the compass and was echoed 
back by both the armies. Then tby car warriors, beholding Krishna and 
Dbananjaya, became very much frightened. Soon, however, they recovered 
and put forth their activity. Indeed, the gTcat car-warriors of thy host, 
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beholding lie two Krishna*, those highly blessed persons, cased in mail 
rubbed toward* them in wrath. The sight thus presented became a wonderful 

_ _ _ r h 

one. 



SECTION civ. 

•‘Sanjaya said. — ‘Thy warriors, as soon as they beheld tho.e fore- 
most* of persons of the Vrishhni-Andhak* and the Kuru races, Inst 
no time, each striving to be first, in proceeding against them from desire 
of slaughtering them. And so Vijtya also rushed against those foes of 
his. On their great cars decked with gold, cased in tiger-skins, producing 
deep rattle, and resembling bluing fires, they rushed, illumining the ten 
points of the compASS, armed, O king with bows the backs of whose staves 
were decked with gold, and which in cunsequence of their splendour, were 
incapable of being looked at, and uttering loui cr»es, and drawn by angry 
steeds. Bhurisrava*. and Sila and Kama, and Vmhasena, and Jayadratha, 
and Kripa, and the ruler ul the Madras, and that foremost of car-warriom, 
vis , the 9on of Drona, these cigjit great car- warriors, as if devouring the 
skies (as they proceeded) illumined the ten points of the coinpass with 
their splendid cars cased in tiger-skins and decked with golden moons. Clad 
in mail filled with wrath and mounted upon their cars the rattle of whose 
resembled the mar of masses o( clouds, they Corered Ar,una on every side 
with showers of shaTp shafts. Beautiful steeds of the best breed, endued 
with great speed, bearing those great ar w*rnori, looked resplendent as they 
illumined the ten points of the compass. Their cars dragged by foremost 
steeds of great fieetnesx bom in diverse countries and of diverse species, 
some bred in mountainous region, some in rivers, and some in the country 
of the Sindh us, many foremost of car-warriors among the Kurus desirous, 
O king, of rescuing tby sun quickly rushed towards Dhanajaya's car from every 
side. Those foTcmost of men, taking up their conchs, blew them, filling. 
O king, the welkin and the Earth with her seas (with that blare) Then 
those foremost ones among the gods, nt, Vasudeva and Dhamiiijiiyii, also 
blew their foremost of concbs on Earth. The son of Kunti blew Dtmdtitfn, 
and Kcsava blew Pantkajan)*. The loud blast of Dtv tfdatto, sent forth by 
Dhaoanjayo, filled the Earth, the welkin, and the ten points of the compos*. 
And so ran<hajanya also blown by Vasudeva, sur jessing all sounds, filled 
the sky and the Earth. And while that awful ami fierce noise continued, 
a noise Out inspired the timid with fear and the bra\e with )oy, and while 
drums and Jhatjkaraiu and cymbals and AfrUmxgas , O great king, were heat 
by thousands, giea; car-warriors invited to the Kuru side and solicitous of 
Daryocihana’s welfare, thus* great bowmen, filled with. rage and unable to bear 
the loud blasts uf Arjuna's and Krishna’s conchs, those kings from diverse 
*A 
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realms 6ujn»uriod by theic respective troops in ra*c blew ihoir great conchs 
desiring to answer with tbeir own blasts ihe blasts of Kc&tva and Aijuna. 
The Kuru army then, urged forward by that blare of concha, had its car- 
warriors, elephants* and steeds filled with anxiety and fear. Indeed, O lord 
that host looked as if they that comprised it were ill. The agitated 
Kuro host, echoing with that blare uf concha blown by brave warriors, 
teemed to be like the welkin resounding with the noise of thunder and 
fallen down (through 9Dinc convulsion of nature) ♦ That loud uproar, O 
monarch, resounded through the ten points and frightened that host like 
the developed incidents at the end of the Yuga frightening all living 
creatures. Then Duryodhana and those eight great car warriors appointed 
for the protection of Jayidrallu all surrounded the sun of the Pandu The 
ton of Duma struck Vasudcva with three and seventy shafts, Arjutta hintseU 
with three broad-headed shafts, and his standard and (four) steeds with five 
others. Beholding Janarddana pierced. Arjuna, filled with rage, struck 
Aswatthaman wilh hundred shafts. Then piercing Kama with ten arrows 
and Vrishasena with three, the valiant Dhananjsya cut off Salya** bjw arfuw 
fixed on the siring, at the handle. Salya then, Ukw; up another bow, 
pierced the sun of Paitdu. Ard Bhurisravas pier Cod him with three arrows 
whetted or, stone and equi|# with golden wings. And Kama pierced him 
wi tit two and thirty arrow's, and Vrishasena with seven. And Jayadrutha 
pierced Arjona with three and seventy shafts, and Kripa pierced him 
with ten. And the ruler of the Midms also pierced Ptulgun in that battle 
witli ten arrows. And tbe son of Drona pierced him wilh sixty Arrows. And 
he once more pierced Partha with five arrows, and Vasudeva with twenty. 
Then the tiger among men, tit Arjuna owning white steeds and having Krishna 
for his driver, pierced cich of those warriors in return, displaying the light- 
new of his hand. Piercing Kama with a doxen shafts and Vribatena with three 
Partha cut off Salya's bow at the handle. And piercing the son of 
Somadatt* with three arrows, and Salya witli ten, he pierced Kripa with 
five and twenty arrows, and the ruler of the Sindhus with a hundred, Partba 
struck Drona's w>n with seventy arrows. Then Bhurisravas filled with rage, 
cut off the goad in Krishna's hand, and struck Arjuna wilh three and twenty 
shafts. Then Dhsoanjiyt, of white steeds, filled wilh rage, mangled those 
enemies of his with hunndreds upon hundreds of arrows, like a mighty 
tempest tearing masses of clouds.’ " 



* /Vi4rj,d/*l,f(n means lallrn do* nor kiosened from its usual place* Thus 

Nilakanlha. — T. 




DRONA PARVA 



*'9 



SECTION CV. 

“Driurashtra laid,— ‘Describe to ate, 0 Sonjaya, the diverse kinds of 
standards resplendent with great beauty, of both the Parthas and our warriors 
(in that battle).' 

“San jay a said,— 'Hear, O king, of the diverse kinds of standards of those 
high sou led warriors Listen to me as I describe their forms and names 1 
Indeed, O king, upon the ran of those foremost of ear-warriors were seen 
diverse kinds of standards that sltone like blaming fires I Made of gold, or 
decked with gold, or adorned with garlands af gold, and each looking like the 
golden mountain (Mem), diverse kinds i»f standards were there tint were 
highly beautiful. And those standards of the warriors had attached all around 
them excellent banners. Indeed, having banners of diverse hues attached to 
them all around, those standard* looked exceedingly beautiful. Those 
banners, again, moved by the wind, looked like fair Indies dancing in the 
midst of live sporting arena. Endued with the splendours of the rainbow, 
those banners, O bull of Tlharata's race, of those car-warrior** floating in the 
hreexe, highly adorned their cars. The standard, bearing the tign of the 
of fierce face and tail like that of the lion, belonging to Dhananjaya, 
seemed to inspire fear in that battle. That standard, O king, of the wilder 
of Gatufiva, bearing that foremost of apes, and adorned with many banners, 
frightened the Kuru host. Similarly, the lion tailed standard-top of Drona's 
son, O Bliauta, we saw, was endued with th* effulgence of the rising Sun. 
Decked with gold, floating in the breere, pcssesred of the splendours of the 
rainbow, the standard mirk uf Dr jna's son appeared on high, inspiring the 
foremost of Kuru warriors with ioy. The standard of Adhiratha's son bore 
the mark of an elephant-rope made of gold. It seemed, 0 king, in battle to 
fill the whole welkio. The banner, adorn rd with gold and floral garlands, 
attached to the sundard of Kama in battle, moved by the wind, seemed to 
dance upon his cor. The preceptor of the Pandoras, that Rrahm&na given to 
ascetic penances,?/!., Knpa the son of Gotama, liad for Isis mark an excellent 
bovine bulL That high nou led one, O king, with that bovine ball, looked as 
resplendent, as the Destroyer of the three cities* looks resplendent with his 
bull. Vrrshascna had a peacock made of gold and adorned with jewel Is 
and gems. And it stood on his standard as if in the act of crowing, and 
always adorned the van of the army. With that peacock, the car of 
the high-sou led Vrishasena shone, like the car, O king, of Skanda (the 
celestial generalissimo) shift in ing with his peacock. Salya the ruler of tue 
Madras, we saw, had on his standird top, an unrivalled and beautiful 
ploughshare made of gold and looking like flame of fire. That plough- 

* Tripura means the three cities, constructed by the A in fa artificer 
Maya. The Aiura , however, who owned those cities is also called Tripura. 
It was Mahadeva who destroyed the three cities with all their population. 

Vide the close of the Hnnrania. — T. 
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ah ire, 0 sire, looked resplendent on hit cat, like the presiding sodden 

of corn herself endued with beauty and producing every soed. A silver 

hoar adorned the standard- top of the ruler of the Sindhus. Decked with 
golden garlands, it was of the splendour of a white crystal.* With that 
silvern mark on his banner, the ruler of the Sindhus l.soked as reB- 
pfendent, as Surya in days of yoTe in the battle between the celestials 
and the Atvrat, The standard of Socnadatu’s son devoted to sacrifices, 
bore the sign of the sacrificial stake. It was seen to shine hke the Sun 
or the Moon. That sacrificial stake, made of gold, O ling, of Souudatti'a 
nn, looked resplendent like the tall stake erected in that foremost of 
sacrifices culled the Jtajdiuya. The standard of Salya, O Monarch, 
bearing a huge silvern elephant was adorned, on nil sides with peacocks 
nude of gold. That standard, O hull of Bharau's rare, adorned thy 

troops like the huge white elephant adorning the huit of the celestial 

king. Oil the standard decked with gold, of king Puryodhana, was an 
elephant adorned with gems. Tinkliop with die sound of a hundred bells, 
O king, that standard stood upa.n the excellent car of th it hero. And, O 
king, thy son, that bull atmoOX Kurus, looked resplendent, O monarch 
with that tail standard in battle. These nine excellent standard* stood 
erect among thy divisions. The tenth standard teen there was of Arjuna, 
decked with that huge ape. And with that standard, Arjuna looked highly 
resplendent like Himavat wub a blazing fire (an its tap). Then many 
mighty cor warriors, all chastiser* of foes quickly took up their beautiful, 
bright, and large bows (or the sake of (resisting) Arjuna. Similarly 
Parilia also, that achiever of celestial feats, took up his foe destroying 
how GanHiva^ in consequence, O king, of thy evil policy. Many royal 
warriors, O king, were then slain in thit hattle owing to thy fault, 
rulers of men came from different realms, invited (by thy sorts). And with 
them perished many steeds and many elephants, ‘risen those mighty 
car-warriors headed by Duryodhan* (on one side) and lliat hull amongst 
the Pandavas on the other, uttered loud roars and began the encounter. 
And the feat that Kunti’s son having Krishna for his charioteer achieved 
there, was highly wonderful, inasmuch as, alone, he encountered fearlemly 
all those warriors united together. And that mighty armed hero looked 
resplendent as he stretched his bow Gan.iira, desirous of vanquishing all 
those tigers among men ami of slaying the ruler of the Sindhus. With 
his shafts shot in thousands, that tiger among men, wY, Arjuna, thit 
scorcher nf foes, made a I those warriors invisible (by means of Ins arrowy 
shower*). On their side, those tigers among men, those mighty car- 
warriors, al90 made Partlu invisible by means of their clouds of shafts shot 



* * * The true reading i9 alohita and not fohUa. Arka here is crystal and 
not the Sun. It was i silvern boxr, which could not, evidendy. be like the 
Sun.— T. 
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fr>nall sides. RehnUiing Arjuna, that ball of Kuru’s race’ covered; by 
those hour among men with their shafts, loud was the uproar made by 
thy troops f “ 



SECTION CVI 

"DbriUrashtra said,— 'After Arjtina had got the ruler of the Stndhus 
within sight, wlut, O San jay*, did the Panchalas, attacked by Bharadwaja's 
son, do, encountering the Kurus ?' 

<c Sanyaya sard,— On the afternoon of tlut day. O monarch, in the 
battle that took place between the Panchalas and the Kurus, Prona 
became, as it were, the stake (for which each fought on to win or 
lose* The Panchalas, O .She. desirous of slaying brona cheerfully utter- 
ed loud roars and shot dense showers of arrows. Indeed, that encounter 
lK?tweenthe Panchalas and the Kurus, fierce, awful, and highly wonderful 
as it was, resembled that in dap s of yore between the gods and the 
Asuros. Indeed, ail the Panchalas with the Panda vas, obtaining 

Drona’s ear (within reach) used may mighty weapons, desirous of 
piercing through his array. Car-wafnors stationed on their cars, causing 
the Earth to shake under them, and showering their arrowy downpours, 
rushed towards Pron.i i car, without much speed. Then that mighty 
car-warrior among the Kaikayas, Vrihatkshatra, incessantly 

scattering keen shalu that resembled die thunder kt force, proceeded towards 
Orona. Then Kthfitudhuni of great fame quickly rushed against Vrihatkslia- 
tra, % I looting keen arrows by thousands. Beholding this, that bull among the 
Chcdi®, rff., Phrishuketu, endued with great might, jukkly proceeded against 
Kslieaudburii like Mahendru proceeding agrinst the A sura SamvAra. 

Seeing him rush with great impetuosity like the Destroyer himself with wide 
open mouth, that mighty bowman, vis , Vi i ad Kin wan, proceeded against him 
with great speed. King Yudhishthirn staying there at the head of his division 
from desire of victory, was resisted hj the valiant Prona himself. Thy son 
Vikarna, O lord, endued with great prowess, preceded against the rushmg 
Nakula ol great prowess, that warrior accomplished in hattle. That scorcher 
of foes, ris., Durmukha, covered the advancing Sahadcva with many thousands 
of swiftly-coursing shafts. The heroic Vyaghrad.iita resisted that tiger among 
men, r/s., Satyaki, making him repeatedly tremble by means of his sharp 
and keen-pointed shafts. The son of Somadatu resisted the (five) sons of 
Draupadi, those tigers among men, those great car-warriors, wratbftilly 
shooting mighty shafts. That mighty car-warrior, fife., Riihywings's fierce 
son (the Rtkstuu* AUmvasha), of awful mien, reszsted the advancing Bhima- 
sena filled with wrath. The encounter that then took place between that 
man and AaksJiaia resembled, O king, the battle in days of yore between 
Rama and Ravana. Then, 0 BhaTata. YudhishUiir*, dial chief of ;hc 
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Bharatas, »tmck Drona with ninety straight shafts in all his vital part*. 
Enraged by the famous son of Kunti, Drona struck him in return, O chief of 
the Bharatas, in the centre of the chest, with five and twenty shafts. An.l 
once more, in the very sight of all the bowmen, Drona smirk him, with his 
steeds, charioteer, and standard, with twenty shafts. Pandti’** sun, of virtuous 
90nl, displaying great lightness of hand, bafBed with his own arrowy showers 
those arm** shot 4>v Drona. Then the great bowman Drona, filled with rage, 
cut off the bow of the liigh-souled king Yudhishthira the just. Then that 
grearl car-warrior (ns., the the son of Bharadwaja) speedily covered the bowlesa 
Yudhishthira with many thousand* of slafts. Beholding the king made 
invisible hy the shafts of Bharadwaja'* son, all creatures thought ilutt Yudhish 
thira was dead. And some thought that the king had Bed from before 
Drona. And many cried out, O king, saying,— Alas, the king hath been Jain 
by tike high-souleri Brahmana '—Then king Yudhishthira the just, fallen into 
gieat distress, having laid aside that bow cut off by Rhoiftdvaja'i son in battle, 
rook up another excellent, bright, and tougher bow. And that hero then cut 
off in that encounter all those shafts shot in thousands by Drona. All ttian 
seemed exceedingly wonderful. Having cut off those shafts O king, 
Yudhishthira, with eyes red in wrath, Ctook up in that battle a dart capable 
of riving even a mountain. Equipt with a golden staff, of awful mien, having 
eight bells attached to it, and exceedingly terrible, the mighty Yudhishthira, 
taking it up, uttered a loud roar. And with that roar, O Bharatn, the son of 
Pandu inspired all creatures with fear. Beholding dial dart upraised by king 
Yudhishthira the just, all cultures, as if with one Accord, said , — Good be to 
Drona I— Hurled from the king** arms, that dart resembling a snake just 
freed from its slough, coursed towards Drona, illumining the welkin and all 
the directions cardinal and subsidiary, like a nhe-snake with fieTy mouth. 
Beholding it coursing towards him impetuously, O king, Drona, that foremost 
of all persons acquainted with weapons invoked into existence the weapon 
called Brahma. That weapon, reducing that dart of terrible mien into dust, 
oouised towards the car of the illustrious ion of Pandu. Then, O sire, king 
Yudhishthira of great wisdom baffled that weapon of Drona thus coursing 
towards him by himself invoking the Brahma weapon. And then piercing 
Drona himself in that battle with five straight shafts, he cut off, with a sharp 
raiot-faced shaft, the large bow of Drona. Then Drona, that grinder of 
Kshauiyas, throwing aside that broken bow, hurled with great force, O sire, 
a mace at ibe son of Dharma Beholding that mace impetuously coursing 
towards him, Yudhishthira, O chastiser of foes, filled with rage, took up a 
mace. Then those two maces, both hurled with great force, encountering 
each other in mid air, produced by tbeir collision sparks of lire and then 
fed down on the Earth. Then Drona, fi.lcd with fury, slew, O sire, the steeds 
of Yudhsshibiia, with four excellent shafts of keen points And with another 
broad beaded shaft he cut cif the king's bow resembling a pole erected to the 
honci of lndra And with another shaft he cut off the standard of Yuhisdthira 
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and with three he afflicted the Pandiva himself. Then king Yudhishthira, 
peedily Jumping down froui that iteedlees car, stood weenie* and with* 
sanus upraised, O bull of Bbarata's rare ! Beholding him earless, an 
especially weaponless, Drona. O lord, stopped his foes, or raiber the whole 
army. Firmly adhering to his row. and endued with great lightness of ha nd* 
Drona shot showers of sharp shafts, and rushed towards the king hke a furious 
lion towards a deer Rebolding Drona, that slayer of foe* rush toward* him, 
erica of Ok and Al as suddenly rose from the Pandava army. And many 
cried out, saying,— The king is slain by Bharadwaja's son !— Loud wails of 
this kind were heard, 0 Bharat*, among the Pandava troops. Meanwhile 
king Yudbiabthira the son uf Kunti, getting up on the car of Sahadcva, 
retreated front the Acid, borne away by swift steeds .' 19 



SECTION CVII. 

“Sunjaya said. — 'Ksheuiadhurti, O monarch, |nerced the advancing 
Vnlwikoshatra of great vftlpr, that prmco uf the Kaikayaa, with many 
arrows in llu? dictf. King VrihaUc stair* then, O munarch, desirous of 
piercing through Drona's division, <;u:ck!y struck liss antagonist with ninety 
straight- shafts. Kshcmadhurli, however, filled with rage, cut off, with a 
sharp, well-tempered, and broad-beaded shaft, the bow uf iliac high-souled 
prince of the Kaikayas. Having cut off his bow, Kshenudhuiti then, 
with a keen and straight shafts, quickly pierced in that encounter that 
foremost of all bowmen. Theo Vrihatkahalrj, taking up another bow and 
smiling ( st his foe ), soon made the mighty car warrior Ksliumadhurti 
steedless and drivcrless and carlcis. And with another broad-headed shaft 
that was well-tempered and sharp, he cut off, from the trunk uf his royal 
antagonist his head bioring with ( a pair of ) ear-rings. That head, graced 
with curly locks and a diadem, suddenly cut off, tell down on the 
Earth and looked resplendent like a luminary fallen from the firmanent 
Having slam his foe, the mighty car-warrior Vrikatskhatrs became filled 
with Joy and fell with great force upon tby troops for the sake of the 
Partins. The great bowman Viradbanwan, O Bbarata, endued with great 
process, resisted Dhnshtakctu who was advancing against Drona. Encoun- 
tering each other, those two heroes having arrows for their fang6, and 
both endued with great activity, struck each other with many thousands 
of arrows. Indeed, those two tigers among men fought with cadi other 
like two leaders of elephantine herds in the deep woods, with fury. Both 
endued with great energy, they fought, each desirous of slaying the other, 
hke two enraged tigers in a mountain cave. That combat, O monarch, 
became exceedingly fierce. Deserving to be witnessed, it became highly 
wonderful. The very and the Ch*ra»as % in large numbers, wit- 

nessed it with wonder-waiting eyes- Then Viradbanwan, O Bharau, with 
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n laugh, cut off in rage DhrishUkeufs bow in twain by means of broad- 
headed arrows. Abondoning that broken bow. the ruler of the Cbcdis, 
that mighty c^r- warrior, took up a fierce dart made of iron and equip* 
with a goiden staff. Bending with his hands* O Bharata that dart of 
fierce energy towards the cur of Viradhnnwan, Dhrishukelu hurled it 
caret ally and with great force. s lruc ^ with yreat ^ 0TCC ty that Koto- 
slaying dart, and his heart pierced by it though, Viradhanwan. quickly 
fell doan on the Earth from his car. Upjn the fall of that hero, that mighty 
car-warrior among die Trigartas, thy army, O lord, was broken by the Panda vas. 
fThy son) Durmukha sped sixty shafts at Sahadevs, and uttered a loud shout 
in that battle, challenging that son of Panda. The sun of Madri then, filled with 
rage, pierced Durmukha with many keen arrows, smiling the white, die brother 
striking the brother. Beholding the mighty Durmukha fighting furiously, 
Sabadeva then O Bharata, once more struck him with nine shafts. Endued with 
grtsil strength SuhadeTa then cut off Durmukha'* standard with a broad* 
headed anow, and.'struck down Ids fours teeds with four other arrows. And 
lben with another broad headed arrow well-tempered and sharp, lie cut 
ctf. from his trunk, the head oi Durmukha# charioteer that blared with 
a pair of ear-rings. And cutting off Durmukiia's large buw with a razor* 
faced arrow, Sabadeva pierced Durmukha himself in that battle with live 
arroai Durmukha then, cheerlessly Jumping down from that stccdlesa 
car, mounted the car, O Bharata, of Niramitra. Then that slayer of hostile 
lieioes, ttff., Sabadeva, filled with rage, slew in that great battle Niramitra 
in the midst of his division with a broad headed arrow. Thereupon 

prince Niramitra, the *00 of the ruler of the Trigartas, fell down from 

his car, afflicting thy army with great grief. Slaying him, the mighty, 

armed Sahadeva looked resplendent like Rama the son of Dasaratha 
after slaying the mighty ( Rakifuua ) Khara. Beholding that mighty car 
warriors, m. t prince Niramitra, sLain, loud cries of Ok and Alai arose, 
O monarch, among the Tngarta warriors. Nakuia, O king, in a moment 
vanquished thy ion Vikama of large eyes. This seemed highly wonderful. 
VyaghradatU, by means ot his straight shafts, made Satyaki invisible 

with his steeds and driver and standard in the midst of his division. 
The brave grandson of Smi, baffling those shafts with great lightness of 
hand, felled Vyaghrad&tta by means of bis arrows, with his steeds and 
driver an standard. Upon the fall, 0 lord, of that prince of the 
Magadbaa, the latter, struggling vigorously, rushed against Yuyudhan* frum 
all rides. Scattering their shafts and lances by thousands, and shurt 
arrows and spears and mallets and thick clubs* those brave warriors 
fought in that battle with that invincible hero of the Satwata race. Endued 
with great might, the invincible Satyaki, that bull among men, with the 
greatest ease and laughing the while, vanquishing them all. The MagLiadas 
were nearly exterminated A small remnant flew from die field Be- 
holding this, thy army, already afflicted with the arrows of Yuyudhana, 
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broke, 0 lord ! Then that foremost one of Madhu’s race, having 
slaughtered in baUk thy troojw, that illustrious hero, looked resplendent 
45 he shook his bow. Thy army, O king, was thus routed by that 
high -sou led one of the Satwau race. Indeed, frightened by that hero of 
long arms, none approached him for fight. Then Druna filled with rage, 
and rolling his eyes, himse'f rushed impetuously towards Satyaki of feats 
incapable of being bailed.* * 



SECTION CVlil 

“Sanjaya *iid, — HTic illustrious son of Somadatu pierced each of the 
son« of Draupudi, those great bowmen, with five arrows, and once mure with 
seven arrows. Much afflicted, O lord, by that fierce warrior, they were 
at u pried and knew not for sometime what tv do. Then that cruslut ut 
foes, tff.. Satan jka the son of Nakula, piercing Somadatta’s son. that Lull 
among men, with a coupled arrows, uttered in joy a loud roar. The other 
brothers then, struggling rigorously, quickly pierced the wrmliful son of 
Somadaltu, each with three straight shafts. Then die illustrious sun of 
Suiiiadjtu, O monarch, sped at them live shafts, piercing each of them in 
the chest with one shaft. Then those five brothers, thus pierced by that 
high soukd warrior with his shafts, surrounded that hero on every side and 
began to pierce him deeply with their shifts Then the son of Arjuna, 
filled with rage, de* patched, with keen shafts, liic four steeds of Sauatadalli 
to the regiuns of Vania. And the son of Bhtoaaeoa* cutting off the bow ul 
the illustrious son of Somadatta, uttered a loud shout and pierced his foe 
with many sharp arrows. The son of Yudbisbthira then, cutting ufT 
Saumadattfs standard, felled it 0*1 the Earth, while the son of Nakula felled 
the enemy’s chriotcer from bis niche n the car. Then the son of Sahadeva, 
ascertaining the foe to be on Die pjint of leaving the field in consequence 
of live acts of the bruthers, cut off, with a razor faced arrow the head of that 
illustrious warrior. That head, decked with earring* of gold, fell on the 
Earth and adorned the field like the Sun of brilliant effulgence that rises 
at the end of the Yu£a. Beholding the head of the high-sou led son of 
Somadatta thus falling on the ground, thy troops, O king inspired with fear, 
tied in all directions 

u 'The Aakifaid AUmvush* in that hat lie, filled with rage, fought 
with the mighty Bhimasena like Havana's son (Indrajit) with (Kama’s 
brother) Laksbmana. Beboldirg that Kahskasa and that human warrior 
engaged in fight, all creatures experienced both joy and wonder. Then 
Bhima. 0 king, laughing tbe while, pierced that wratblul prince of fiakskauis 
tis., Rishyasringa's son (Alamtusha), with nine keen shafts. Then that 
Rakihaia, thus pierced in battle, uttered a loud ar.d awful bound, and 
rushed, with all bis followers, against Bhirna. Piercing Bbirna then aim 
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five straight slate* he quickly destroyed in that battle, thirty cars auditing 
Bbuna. And otice more destroying four hundred cars of Bhimassena, the 
RoAsMata pierced Bhimasecia himself with winged Arrows. The mighty Bhinu 
deeply pierced by the RokikaSa % sat down on the terrace of his car, over- 
come by a swoon. The son of lhe Wind-god then, recovering his senses, became, 
tilled with rage- Drawing bis excellent and terriblle bow that was capable of 
bearing a great strain, he afflicted Alamvusha, in every jott of his body, with 
keen shafts Thereupon the Rakthas* who resembled a huge mass of 
antimony, looked resplendent, O king, like a flowering Kinsuka. Whilst 
being struck in that battle with those shafts aped fiuru the bow of lShima, 
the RaMihaia recollected the slaughter of bis brother (Vaka) by the illustrious 
Pandava. Assuming then an awful form, he addressed Bhima, spying, — 
Wait a little in this battle, O Parthm ! Behold today my prowess ! O thou 
of wicked understanding, that foremost of Rakshuitf. vis , ll>c mighty 
V.»ka, was my brother ! It is true he was slain by thee I But that took 
place out of my sight I — Having said these wards unto Bhima, AUmvuflhtt 
made himself invisible, and began to cover Bhimascna with a dense shower 
of arrows. Upon the disappearance of the RpAs&asa, Bhima, O monarch, 
covered the welkin with straight shafts. Thus utflicled by Btuma Alauivusha 
soon returned to his car. And soon again, lie entered into the bowels of the 
Earth, and once more becoming little he suddenly soared into the sky. 
Alamvudia assumed countless forms. Now becoming subtile and now huge 
and now gross, he began to roar tike the clouds. And he uttered diverse 
kinds of words and speeches all around. And from the welkin there fell 
thousands of arrowy torrents, as atei Harts, and Kunofai, and lances, and 
liked maces, and short arrows, and battle-axe!, and rocks, and scimitars, 
treacle, and swords, and thunders also. That awful downpour of arrows 
caused by the Rakshas^ slew the troops of Pandu's son on the field of battle. 
And in consequence of dial arrowy duwrpuur, many elephants also of the 
Pandava army were slain, and many steeds also, O king, and many foot* 
soldiers. And a river was caused there whose waters were hlood and whose 
eddies were constituted by cars. And it abounded wit) elephants dial 
Constituted its alligators. And the umbrellas of car warriors constituted its 
swans, and the flesh and marrow of animals, its mire. And it teemed with 
the {cut off) arms uf human beings that constituted its snakes And it was 
haunted by many Rakskasiu and other cannibals. And it wafted away, O 
king, countless Chedis and Panchalas and Srin/ayas. Beholding him, O 
monarch, careering so fearlessly in dial battle and seeing hw pmwess, the 
Pandavas became filled with anxiety. And joy filled the hearts of tby troops 
then. And amongst the latter, loud and terrible sounds of musical instru- 
ments making the hair to stand on end arose. Hearing that loud uproar 
made by thy troops, the son of Pandu could not bear it as a snake cannot 
bear the sound uf human palms. With eyts red as copper in rage, with 
elances that like fire consumed every thing, the sou of the Wind •god, like 
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ashtn lumself, aimed the weapon known by the name of Tashtri. From 
t!.»i w«fK>n were produced thousand* of arrows on all sides. And n conse- 
quence of those arrows, a univerttl rout was seen among diy troops. That 
weapon, shot in battle by fihimasenn, destroying the effective illusion 
produced by die RaAthutt, greatly afflicted the RaJkiktu i himself. Struck in 
cvcTy part of hi* body by Rhinaasen*, tha ftaki.k&sa then, abandoning 
Bhixnasena, fled towards the division of Drona. Upon the defeat of that 
prince of Kakshasa hy the high -sou led Bhima, the Pandavas caused every 
point of the compass to resound with their leonine roars And filled with 
Joy, they worshipped the mighty son of tfarut, like live Maruts wor- 
shipping Safer* after the defeat in biule of Prahbd*.’ " 



SECTION CIX. 

“San Jay* said,— {'Having fled away from Ultima, Alamvusha, in another 
part of the fieid, careered fearlessly in battle )i And while lie was thus 
fearlessly careering in battle, the son of Hdimva rushed impetuously at 
him and pierced him with keen shafts. The battle between those two 
lion9 among Raksfouv became terrible. Both of them invoked into exis- 
tence illusions like Sakra and Sam vara (in day* of old)i Alamvusha, 
excited with rage, attacked Ghatotkacha. Indeed, that encounter bclwccn 
those two foremost of Rakskasas resembled that of old between Rama 
and Ravana, O lord ! Then Ghatotkacha, having pierced Alamvusha in 
the centre of the chest with twenty long shafts, repeatedly roared like a lion. 
Smilingly, O king, Alamvusha also, repeatedly piercing die invincible son 
of Hidimva, uttered loud roar* in joy, filling the entire welkin. Then those 
two foremost of Raiinusas. both endued with great might, became filled 
with rage. They fought with each other, displaying their power* of illusion, but 
without any of them getting any advantage over the other. Each, creating 
a hundred illusion, stupified the other. Both accomplished in producing 
illusions in battle, they fought with each other, producing illusion*. The 
illusions, O king, that Ghatokacha displayed in buttle, were all destroyed, 
O monarch, by Alamvusha producing similar illusions of his own. Beholding 
that prince of Raksktsas to., Alamvusha, who was accomplished in producing 
illusions, fight in dial manner, the Pandavat became filled with rage. Filled 
with anxiety, they then caused him to be surrounded by man> foremost of 
carwarTiors. Bhimasena and others, O monarch, ail rushed in rage against 
him. Hemming him, O sire, on all sides hy means uf i.umbcrlcaa cars, 
they shrouded him from every side with shafts like men in a forest encom- 
passing an elephant with blazing brands. Baffling that shower of weapons 
by means of the illusion of hi* own weapons, Alamvusba freed himself from 
that press of cars like an elephant from a forest conflagration. Then draw- 
ing hi* terrible bow who** twang resembled the thunder of Indra, he pierced 
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tlw ion of the Wind-god villi five and twenty shafts, and BhimawivVa ton 
with fire, and Yudlnshthini with three, and Sahadcva with seven, and 
Nakula with three ind seventy, and each uf the five sons n i Draupadi villi 
five sli’fts, and uttered a loud ruar. Then Bhitnasena pierced him in return 
with nine shafts, and Sohadeva with five. And Yndhiehthira pierced the 
Rakthasa with a hundred shafts. And Nakula pierced biro with four and 
sixty shifts, and each of the sons of Draupadi pierced him with three shafts. 
The son of Hidinm bavin* pierced him with five hundred shafts, 
Aiaimiisha once more j^erced him with seventy, and that mighty wanior 
uttered a loud roar. With that loud mar of Ghatotkacha the Earth shook, 
O kin*, with lier mountains and forests and with her trees and waters. 
Deeply pierced on all sides hy those great bowmen and mighty car-warriors, 
Alamvu3ha pierced each of them in return with five arrows* Then 
tlut Ka.ksk.-ua, O chief of the Bharatas, vis , the son of HUliniva, 
rilled with rage, pierced that other amjry Rakshasa in battle with many shifts. 
Then that mighty pnnee of Rakshasar, ns., Alamvusha, deeply pierced, 
quickly shot countless shafts equipt with wings of gold and whetted on stone. 
Those shafts, perfectly straight, aif entered the body of Ohatoikacha, like 
angry snakes of great strength entering a mountain summit. Then the 
Pandavas, O king, filled with anxiety, and Hidimvm's son Ghatotkacha also 
9ped at their foe from every side clouds of keen shafts. Thus struck in 
battle by the Pandavas desirinus of victory, Alatmuslu mortal as lie was, 
did not know what to do. Then that delighter in bailie, ns., the mighty 
son of Bhimusena, beholding that state of Alamvusha, set his hr art njttin his 
destruction. He rushed with great impetuosity towards the car of that 
fwinee of Rakthasat, thu car which resembled a burnt mountain 
summit or a broken heap of antimony. The son of llidicnva, inflam- 
ed with wrath, flew from his own car to that of AUmvualia. and Mixed 
die latter. He then took him up from the car like Garudi taking np 
a sruke. Thus dragging him up with hi* arms, lie began to whirl him 
repeatedly, and then crushed him into pieces, hurling him down on (lie 
Earth like a man crushing an earthen pot into fragments by hurling it 
against a rock. Endued with strength and activity, and possessed of 
great prowess, the son ol Bhitnasena, inflamed with wrath in battle, 
inspired all the troops with fear. All his limbs broken And bones 

reduced to fragments, the fright! ul Rakshaia Alamvusha, thus slain 

by the heroic Ghatotkacha, resembled a ull Said uprooted and broken 
hy the wind. Upon the slaughter of that wonderer uf the night, the 
Part has became very cheerful. And they uttered leonine roars and 
waved their garments. Thy have warriors, however, beholding that mighty 
prince of Rakskasas, nfs., Alamvusha, slain and lying like a crushed 
mountain, uttered cries, 0 monarch, of Oh \ and Aids. And people, 
possessed with curiosity, went to view that Rtikskm lying helplessly on 
the Earth like a piece of charcoal (no longer capable of hurtling), 
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Ttitf Haksknta Ghatotkaclu then, that foremost nf mighty beings, having 
thug doin his foe, uttered a loud shout like Vinn after slaying (the 
Atum) Vala. Having achieved that exceedingly difficult feat, Glutotkacha 
was much applauded by his sires as also by his relatives. Indeed, 
having felled Alamvusha like an AUmmsku fruit, he rejoiced exceed- 
ingly with his friends. There arose then a loud ujwoar (in the Pandava 
army) of ennehs and of diverse kinds of arrows. Hearing that noise 
the Kauruvas uttered loud shouts in reply, filling the whole Ruth with 
its echoes. 1 



SECTION CX. 

‘‘Dhrhan&shtra said, — Tell me, 0 Sanjaya, how Yuyudhaiu rushed 
against the <nn of TUmradw.ija in battle. I feel a great curiosity to 
hear it P 

'.Sanjtya said,— ‘Listen, O lliou of great wisdom, to die account on 
that baule, that makes the hair stand on rnd. between Drona and 
the Pandavas headed by Yuyudhara ! Beholding the (Kuril) army 
slaughtered, O sire, by Yayudbana, Drona himself nished towards that 
warriors of un baffled prowess, called also by the name of Satyaki. 
Satyaki pierced that mighty car-warrior, nV, the son of Bharadwaja, 
thus advancing against him, with five and twenty smill arrows. Drona 
also, possessed of great prowess in battle, with deliberate aim, quickly 
pierced Yuyudhana with five whetted arrows equips with wings of gold. 
Iliose arrows, piercing the hard armour of the foe and drinking his 
life blood, entered the Earth, O king, like sighing snakes. The long- 
armed Satyaki then, inflamed with rage like an elephant struck with 
tlie hook, pierced Druna with fifty long arrows that resembled flames 
of fire. Then BharadwgjVa son, thus quickly pieiced in battle by 
Yuyinlhana, pierced the carefully exerting Satyaki in return with many 
arrows. Then that great bowman, endued with gTcat might, and filled 
with rage, once more afflicted that hero of the Saiwau race with many 
straight shafts. Thus struck in that battle by the son of Bharadwaja, 
Satyaki, O monarch, knew not what to do. Then, O king, Yuyudhana's 
face beraroc cheerless, seeing the son of Bharadwaja shoot countless 
keen arrows. Beholding Saiyaki thus situated, thy sons and tmopg, O 

king, becoming exoeClingly cheerful, repeatedly uttered leonine tears. 

Hearing that terrible uproar and beholding that bero of Madhu’s race 
thus afflicted, king YudhUbthira, O monarch, addressing all his soldiers, 
said,— That foremost one among the Vrisbnis, fix., the brave Satyaki 

of prowess incapable of being baffled, is about to be devoured by the 

heroic Drona like the Sun by Rahu ! Go and mh ye to the spot 
where Satyaki w battling !— The king, addressing Dbrithtadyamna of tlie 
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Pandttte trice, »id,— Rush thoti with speed ai Drona 1 Why dost thou 
tarry, O ion of Priihau ! -Vert thou not the great danger to miraelvf* 
that has already arisen horn Drona ? Drona is a great bowman. lie is 
sporting with Yi.y udhana in battle like a hoy with a bird bnund in a 
suing ! Let a!l of you, beaded by Bhimascna, and accompanied by thee 
proceed thither where Satyaki’s car is 1 Behind you I will follow with 
my troops ! Rescue Satyaki today who is already within the jaws of the 
I^eatroycT 1 — Having said these words, 0 Bharata, king Yudhishthira with all 
his troops rushed towards Drona for the sake of Yuyudhana. Blessed be thou, 
<;reat was the upToar made there by the Pandavas and the Srinjayas a!t 
fighting with Drona only. Together approaching, O tige* among men, that 
mighty car warrior, m, the son of Bharadwaja, they covered with showers 
of keen arrows equip* with the feathers of Aitnkas and peacocks. Drona 
however, received all those heroes smilingly like a liouseholder receiving 
guests, arrived of their own will, with seats and water. With the shafts of 
Bharadwaja'* bow-wielding son, those heroes were well gratified like guest, 
O king, with the hospitality they receive in the houses (of good hosts). And 
nore of them, O lord, could even guxe at the son of Bharadwaja who liven 
resembled the thousand-rayed Sun at midday. Indeed Drona, that fore- 
most of all wieider* of weapons scorched all those great bowmen with 
9 bowers of arrows like the Sun scorching < everything below) with his 
burning rays. Thus stmek, O king, by Drona, the Pandavas and Hie 
Srinjayas beheld no protector, like elephants sunk in a morass. The mighty 
arrows of Drona, as they coursed (through the welkin), looked like the rays 
of the Sun blasting everything around. In that encounter, five and twenty 
warriors among the Panchalas were slain by Drona, who were all regarded 
as Maharatha 5 and all approved (as such) by Dhrishtadyumna. And 
amongst all the troops of the Pandavas and the Panchalas men quietly 
beheld the brave Drona slaying the foremost of warriors in succession 
Haring slain a hundred warriors amongst the Kekayas and routing them on 
all *ides, Drona stood, O monarch, like the Destroyer himself with wide 
open mouth. The mighty armed Drona vanquished the Panchalas, the 
Srinjayas, the Matsyas and the Kekayas, O monarch, by hundreds and 
thousands. Pierced by the arrows of Drona, the clamour made by them 
resembled that made in the woods by the denizens of the forest when 
encompassed by a conflagration. The gods, Gand&arTas, and the Pitris, 
said,— Behold, the Panchalas, and the Pandavas, with all their tToop*, arc 
flying away ! — Indeed, when Drona was thus engaged in slaughtering live 
Somakas in battle, none ventured to advance against him and none 
succeeded in piercing him. And while that dreadful encounter, so dcstru 
ti\e of great heroes, continued, Pritha's son (Yudshnhira) suddenly heard 
tike blare of PantAajanya. Blown by Vasudevo, that prince of concha gave 
loud blasts. Indeed while the heroic protectors of the ruler of the Sindhus 
were fighting, and while the Dharuroshtas were roaring in front of Arjuna’s 
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car, the twang of GanJiva cuuld not bt hoard. The royal sou of Pandu 
repeatedly swooned, and thought,— Without doubt, ali is not well with Partita, 
since that prince of concha (PantAajanya) is yielding such blasts, and since 
the Kauravas also, filled with joy, are incessantly uttering such ihouts !— 
Thinking in this way, with an anxious heart, Ajatasatru, the son of Ki&nti 
said unto him of the Satwita race (et's., Satjaki) these wordi in a voice 
choked with tears. Though repeatedly stupefied, king Yudbishthira, how- 
ever, did not lose sight of what to be done neat Addressing Sini's 

grandson, that bull of his clan, (Yudbishthira wid)— O grandson of Sini, 
tbe lime ior that eternal duty which the righteous ones of old have indicated 
(for friends) towards friends in seasons of distress, hath now come ! O hull 

amongst tbe Sinis, reflecting within tnyself, I do not, 0 Satyaki, ice, 

amongst all my warriors one who is a greater well-wisher to us than thou. 
He who is always well affected, he who is always obedient, I think, he 
should be apfioinled to a grave commission in tunes of distress ’ .Vs Ketav* 
rt ever the refuge of the Panda\a&, even so art thou, O thou of Vrisbni’s 
race, who art unto Kesava in prowess ! I will, therefore, lay a burthen 
un thee ! It behoveth thee not to frustrate my purpose ! Arjuna is 
thy brother, friend, and pteccptor ! O bull among men, in this battle 
render him aid in time of distress ! Thou art devoted to truth I 
Thou art a hero ! Utou art the dispeller of tbe fcar6 of friends ! 
Thou art ceJehrated in the world, in consequence of thy sett, O hero 
as one that is truthful in speech 1 lie, 0 grandsoci of Sini, who 
ettteth away his body while fighting in battle for friends, is equal to 
him who giveth away to Brahruanas the whole Earth 1 We have heard 
of various kings gone no heaven, having given away the whole of tlm 
liarth unto Brahnunas with due rites I O thou of virtuous soul, 1 beg 
of thee, with joined hands, even this, vh. t that, 0 lord, attain thou 
the fruit of giving away ( untu Bcahmanas ) the whole Earth, or 
&.xiicihing higher than that, (by incurring danger to thy life itself for 
aiding Arjuna) ! There is one, ets., Krishna, that dispeller of the fears 
of friends, who is ever willing to cat away his life in buttle (for the 
snake of friends)! Thou, O Satyaki. art the second J None but a hero 
can render aid unto a hero exerting valorously in hattle, from desire 
of fame 1 An ordinary person cannot do so. In this matter, here is 

none else save ;hee who can protect Arjuna I On one occasion, while 
applauding thy numerous feats, Arjuna, giving me great pleasure, 

repeatedly recited them 1 He said of thee Lliat thou art endued with 
extreme lightness of bands, that thou art conversant with all modes 
of warfare, that thou art possessed of great activity and great irowess ! 
He said, — [Satyaki is endued with great wisdom, is acquainted with 

every weapon, is a hero, and is never stupified in battle J CM broad 
neck and broad cheat, of mighty mat and broad cheeks, of great 

strength and great prowess, Satyaki is a bigh-*>uld Af*h*ratha ! He is 
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my disciple and friend ; 1 am dear to him, and he is dear to me 
Becoming my ally, Yujudhana will crush the Kauravas ! Even if Keiava 
and Rama, and Aniruddha, and the mighty car-warrior Praddyumtu, 
and Gada, and Saruta, and Samva, with all the Vrishni* case then 
slaves in mail for assisting us, 0 king, in the field of battle, I shall 
yet ap|»int that tiger among men. W*., Sat yak i of unbatHcd prowess, 
for our aid, since there is none equal to biui I] — Even this is what 
Dhananjaya told me in the Dwaita woods, in thy absence while truly 
describing thy merits in an asiembly of righteous arsons I It behuveth 
thee not, O thou of the Vrishni race, to falsify that expectation of 
Dbananjaya, and also of myself and Bhima ! When, returning fro«n 
various tirthas , I proceeded to Dwaraka, tliere 1 witnessed thy reverence 
for Arjuna ! While we were at Upaplava, I did not mark anybody 
else. 0 grandson of Sini, who showed us such affection as thou I Thou 
art of noble lineage and fcclest reverence for 11 a. For showing kind- 
ness, therefore, to one who is thy friend and preceptor, it behoveth 
thee, O thou of mighty amis, to act in a way deserving, O great bow- 
man, of thy friendship and prowesi and noble parentage and truthfulness 
O tbou of Madhu’s race I Suyndhana, cased in armour by Drona him- 
self, hath suddenly gone, following Arjuna ! 'Hie other great car- 

warriors of the Kauravas have, before that, followed Arjuna I Loud 

uproars arc being heard against Arj una's car ! O grandson of Sini, it 
behoveth thee, O giver of honors, to go thither quickly ! Nhinuscna 

and ourselves, well-cquipt and with all our forces, will resist Drona if 
he advance against thee ! Behold, O grandson of Sini, the Bharau 

troops are dying away in battle, and as they are dying away, they 
are uttering loud wails ’ Like the very Ocean at full tide agitated 
by a mighty tempest, the Dhartarashtra host, O sire, is agitated by 

Sovyasacbin ! Behold, in consequence of countless cars and men and 
steeds moving quickly, the earthly dust raised is gradually spreading 
(over the held) I See. that slayer of hostile hosts, tiz. % Phalgtuv*, 

is encompassed by the Sindhu-Sauviras armed with pikes and lances 

and adorned with many heroes in their ranks I Without vanquishing 
this force it will not be possible to vanquish Jayadratha I These 
warriors arc prepared to lay down their livers foe the sake of the ruler 
of the Sindhus 1 Behold the invincible Dhaxtraahtra fottc, stationed 
there, that bristles with arrows and darts and tall standards, and that 

teems with steeds and elephants I Hear the beat of their drums and 

the loud bUre of their concha, die tremendous leonine shouts uttered 
by them, and tbc rattle of their car-wheels. Hear the grunt of their 

elephants, the heavy tread ol their foot-soldier*, and the clamp oi their 
rushing cavalry, which all seem to make the very Earth tremble I 

Before him is the division of Jayadratha, and behind is that of Druna ! 
So great is the number of the toe that he is capable of afflicting the 
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cUitt o t the celestials himself. Sunk in the midst of this fathomless 
host, Arjuna may lose his life? If he be slain in battle, how can one 

like me live ? Is this calamity to befall me when thou art alive ? Dark- 

blue in -colour, young In years, of early locks and exceedingly handsome 
is that 9on of Pandu ! Active in the use of weapons, and conversant 
with every mode of warfare, the mighty armed Arjmt lath. O sire, pene- 
trated into the Bharara host at sunrise ! The day is about to end I 

0 thou of Vrishni's race, I do not know whether he liveth or 

not. The vast Kuru host is like the ocean ! O sire, Vibhatsu hath 
penetrated into it all alone I That army is incapable of being resisted 

by tlw very gods in hattle ! In to-day’s battle, I fail to keep my judg- 

ment clear I Drona also is, with great might, afflicting my forces I Thou 
seest, O mighty-armed one, how that regenerate one is careering in battle I 
When several tasks present themselves together, thou art well skilled in 

selecting that which should be first attended to I It bchoveth thee, O 

giver of honours, to accomplish with activity that task which is the gravest 

of all ! Amongst all these tasks 1 myself think that this ( 9 fa., aiding 

Arjuna) is the first that demands our attention I The rescue of Arjuna 
in battle should be first undertaken I I do not grieve for Him of Daaar- 
ha's race. He is the Protector and the I-ord of the Uoiverse 1 I tell 

thee truly that tiger among men, O sire, is able to vanquish in battle 

the three worlds assembled together 1 What need I say, therefore, of this 
weak Dhartaruhtra host ? Arjuna, however, O thou of Yriahni’t race, is 
being afflicted by countless odds in battle I He may yield up his life 1 

It is for this that I am so cheerless ! O thou then in h« track since 

persons like thee should follow a person like him, at such a season, urged 
on by one like me ! Amongst the foremost ones of the Vrishni race, 
two are regarded as AtiratMas 1 They are the mighty-armed Praddyumna 
and thyself, O SatwaU, that are so famous ! In weapons tbou art equal 
to Narayana himself, and in tfrtngth to Sankar&bana 1 In bravery, thou 
art equal to Dh&nanjaya, O tiger among men, and surpasses* Bhishnia 
and Drona, and every one accomplished in battle. O tiger among men, 
the wise speak of thee, saying, O Madhava,— Then is nothing utusMe* 
abli by Satyaki I — O thou of great strength, do thou, therefore, that which 

1 say unto tlice, w, obey the wishes of all here, of myself and of 
Arjuna I It beboveth thee not, O might) -armed one, to frustrate that 
wish I Reckless of thy very life, carter thou in battle like a hero 1 0 
grandson of Sins, the scions of Dasarla's race never care to protect their 
lives in battle) Avoiding battle, or fighting from behind breastworks, or 
flying away from battle,— these practices of cowards and wretches are never 
practised by the Dasorhas. The virtuous sou led Arjuna is thy superior, 
O bull among tl* Sinis I Vasudeva is the superior ol both thyself and the 
intelligent Aijuna ! Catting'my eyes on these two reasons, I »y unto thee 
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these war Is * Ha not discard my words, 1 am die superior of iliy superiws, 
That which I am saying unto thee is approved by Vasudeva a* also by 
Arjuna I i teli thee this truly I Go then to the spot where Dhananjaya is ! 
Attending to these words of mine, O thou of prowess incapable of being 
baffled, I penetrate into this tost of the wicked son of DhriUraalitr* ! Having 
penetrated into it duly, encountering the great car- warriors, and display, O 
3asw.ua, such feats as arc worthy of thyself !' M 



SECTION CXI- 

raid— That bull amongst the Sinis, ms., Sntyaki, hearing ttose 
words full of affection, agreeable, frougbt with sweet sounds, opportune, 
delightful, and equitable, that were uttered by king Yudhishshthira the just, 
replied unto him,— 0 chief ol the Bharatas, saying,— O thou of unfading glory, 
I have heard all the words thou hast said, words frought with justice, 
delightful, and conductive to fame for the sake of Phalguna t At such a time, 
indeed, beholding one deTotcd (to thee) like me, it behoveth thee O king 
of kings, to command him as much as thou cans! command* Partha himself I 
As regards myself, I am prepared to rat: away ray life fur the take of 
1)1 anan java ! Commanded, again, by thee, wlut is there l would not do in 
great battle ? What need I say of this weak (D/urUnwbm) force: Urged 
by tbee, I am prepared, 0 best of men, to battle with three worlds including 
the gods, the Aivrtis, and men 1 Today 1 will fight with the entire army of 
Suyodhana and vanquish it in battle l Truly do I say this smto thee, O 
king! Safely shall 1 reach Dtunaojay, himself in safety, and after Jay*- 
dratha is shin, I shall, O king, come back into thy presence I I must 
however, O king inform tbee of the words of Vasudeva also of the 
intelligent Arjuna! I was slTongly and repeatedly solicited by Arjuna 
in die midst of all our warriors And in the hearing also of Vasu 
dev a (in these word*) I— [Today, O Madbava, nobly reached on battle, 
protect thou the king carefully, till I slay Jayadratha! Making over the 
monarch to thee, O mighty armed one, or to that great cat-warrior Praddyumna, 
I can go with an easy heart towards Jayadratha ! Thou knowest Drona in 
battle, that warrior who is regarded as the foremost one among the Kurus ! 
Hvou knowest also the vow made by him in the presence of all, O lord I 
The son of Bharaiwaja is always eager to scire the king! He is competent 
also in afflicting king Yudhishthua in battle ! Charging these with the 

protection of that best of men, ctr., king Yudhisbthira the just, I will proceed 

today for the destruction of the ruler of the Sindhus ! Slaying Jayadratha 
I shall toon come back, O Madhav* ! Sec that Drona may not succeed in 
forcibly seizing king Yudhishthira the just in battle ! If Yudhishthira be 
seised by Bharadwa^s son, O Madhava, I shall not succeed in slaying 
Jayadratha, and great will be my grief I If that best of men, the truthful 
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ion of Panda, seized, it is trident that we shall hate again to go into the 
woods ! My success, therefore, over Jayadruha, it is plain, will be productive 
of no benefit, if Drona. ir darned with rage, succeeds in seizing Yudhisbthira 
in battle t O mighty-armed one, for doing whit is agreeable to me, therefore. 
O Madliava, as also for the sake of my success and fame, protect the king 
in bank 1 — 1 Tbou scest, therefore, O king, thou bast been nude over to me 
as a trust by Savyaiachin, O k>id f in consequence of bis constant fear uf 
Bhaiadwaja’a son ! O mighty-armed one, I myself daily sec, O k>rd, that 
there is none, save Rukmini's son (Praddyumnai, who can be a match for 
Drona in battle I I also am regarded to be a match for the intelligent son 
of Hliaradwaja in battle. It is plain, therefore, I cannot dare falsify that 
reputation which I hare, or disrcjSud the commands of my preceptor (Arjuna), 
or leave thee, O king l The preceptor (Drotu), cased as he is in impenetrable 
mail, in consequence of bis lightness of arms, obtaining thee in battle, will 
sport with thee as a child with a little bud ! If Krishna's son bearing the 
Makara on his banner were here, I could then base made thee over to him, 
for tie wuuld have protected thee as Arjuru himself 1 Thou thotlldfcl 
protect thyself ! When I am gone, who wilt protect thee, who, tint is. that 
will advance against Drona while I proceed towards Arjuna ? O king, let 
no tear be thine today on Arjuna s account I He never becomes cheerless 
under any burden bow&never heavy ! Those warriors that are opposed to 
him, ns., the Sauvirakas. the Saindhava Paurava.* , they from the r.ortb, they 
from the south, and they O king, headed by Kama, that are regarded as 
foremost of car-warrior#, do not together come up to a sixteenth part of 
Arjuna ! 'Die whole Earth rising against him, with the gods, the Autrar, 
and men, with all the tribes of RaMaSat, 0 king, with the Kinnaras l the 
great snakes, and in fact, all the mobile and the immobile creatures assembled 
together, is no match for Arjuna in battle I Knowing thb, O king, let thy 
fear on OhananJaja’s account be dispelled ! There where those two heroes 
and great bowmen, mi, the two Krisbnas, of prowess incapable of being 
baffled, are, there the slightest obstacle cannot happen to their purpose l 
Think of the celestial puissance, the accomplishment in weapons, the 
rclourcefutncsr, the wrath in battle, the gratefulness, and the compaasiun of 
thy brother l Think also, 0 king, of the wonderful knowledge of weapons 
that Drona will display in batik when I leave this place for going to Arjuna I 
The preceptor, O monarch is eagerly solicitous of seizing thee 1 He is 
eagerly desirous also, O king, of making good his vow, 0 BhaxaU ! Be 
attentive, O king to thy own protection. Who will protect tbee when I am 
gone, wbo is be that is, confiding on whom 1 may go towards Pritba'a son 
Pbalguna ? I tell tbee truly, O £teat king, that without making thee over 
to somebody in this great battle, I will not surely go towards Arjuna, O tbou 
of Kuni’s race? Reflecting on this, from Avery point of view, with the aid 
of thy intelKfince, O foremost of all intelligent - persons, and ascertain in y 
with thy intelligence aba; a for tby highest good, coromard me, 0 king !*— 
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“ 'Yudhislitbira hearing these words, said — It k even so, O raighiy- 
aroiedone, as thou »yest, O Madhava ! For all that, however, O sire, my 
heart doth not become easy on Arjuna's account ! I shall take the greatest 
precautions in protecting rayself ! Commanded by me, go thou thither where 
Dhamnjiya bath gone I Weighing, with ray judgment, my own protec- 
tion in battle with the necessity there is of going towards Arjuna, the 
the Utter seems to me preferable. Make thyself ready, therefore, to go 
thither whither Dbananjaya bath gone ? The mighty Bhima will protect 
me I Prishata's »n, with all his uterine brothers, and all the mighty 
kings, and the wns of Dciupidi, will, without doubt, protect me ! The 
five Kekaya brothers, and the faitstosa Gbototkacha, and Virata, and 
Drupada, and the mighty car-warrior Sikflandin and Dhrishtakctu of great 
strength, and Kuntibboja, 0 sire, and NakuU, and Sahadeva, and tins 
PanchiUs, and the Srinjayas,— all these, 0 sire, will, without doubt, 

very carefully protect me ! Drona at the head of hi* uoope, and 

Kritawman also, in battle, will not succeed in beating us or afflicting 
me ! That scorcher of foes, us., Dhrishudyurana, displaying his prowess, 
will resist the angry Drona I ke the continent resisting the sea. There 
where PrUhata's son, that slayer of hostile heroes, will remain, there 
Drona will never be able to forcibly transgress our troops This 
Dhmtadyumna sprang from the fire, for the destruction of Drona, clad 
in mail, armed with bow and arrows And sword, and decked with coat- 

ly ornaments. Go, O grandson of Sini, with an easy heart, do not be 

anxious on my account ! Dliridi^dyumna will resist the angry Drona 
in battle f 



SECTION CXI I. 

"Sanjaya said,— 'Hearing these words of the king Yudhrtshthira the 
just, that bull among the Sinis feared the censure of Arjuna if heks ft 
the king. Seeing, however, the certainty of an imputation oi cowardice 
by the people (if he disobeyed Yudbishthira\ he said to bimself, — Let 
not people wy that N I am afriad of proceeding towards Arjuna!— 
Reflecting repeatedly on tbii, Sat>aki, that bero invincible in batllc, 
that bull among men, said these words unto king Kudbishthira the just ; 
—If thou thinkest that these arrangraeota will suffice for thy protec- 
tion, O monardh, 1 will then do thy bidding and follow Vibhatsu l 
I tell thee truly, 0 king, that there is none in the three worlds that is dearer 
to me than Phalguna ! 1 will follow in his track at thy command, 
O giver of honors ! There a nothing that I will not do foe thy 
bake 1 O best uf men, tbc Commands of my preceptor are always of 
weight with me. But thy commands arc still weightier with me, O 
lord ! Thy brother*, nk. 9 Krishna and Dbaxunjaya, are always engaged 
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»n doing what is agreeable to thee ! Taking thy command on my head 
for the sake of Arjuna, O lord, I will proceed, O bull among men, 
piercing through this impenetrable host ! Darting wrathfully through 
this force of Drona like a fish through live sea, I will go thither, O 
monarch, where kingl Jayadr.it ha, depending upon his troops, suyeth in 
feat of the son of Pandu, protected by those foremost of car-warriors 
Mi, Drona's son and Kami and Kripa ! Tire distance from here, O 
king is three Y*jani % I think, of that spot where Parthi stayeth, ready to slay 
Jayadrath* 1 But though Partha is three Ytjamts distant l shall yet follow 
in his track with a tfout hcan, and stay with him, 0 king, till Jayadratha s 
slaughter ! What nun is there that goes to battle without the commands 
of his superiors ? And when one is commanded, O king, as 1 have been 
by thee, who is there like me chat would not filial ? I know that place 
whither I shall have to go, O lord ! Teeming as this Ocean-like host doth 
with plougb-ihare and darts and maces and shields ainl scimitars and swords 
and Uncos and foremost of shafts, 1 will today agitate this ocean. This 
elephant division, consisting of a thousand elephants, that thou secst, all 
belonging to the breed known by lb* name of Angina and all endued with 
great prowess, which are all mounted by a large number of Mtucka* delight- 
ing in battle and accomplished in smiling, — these elephants O king, that 
are shedding their juicy secretions like rain-pouring clouds,— these never 
retreat if urged forward by those upon their backs 1 They cannot be 
vanquished, O king, unless they arc slaughtered ! Then again, those car- 
warriors numbering thousands, that thou steal, are all of royal lineage 
and are all Jlahnraihas. They arc called Rukmarat&as.* They 
are accomplished in weapons and battling from cars, as abo in fighting 
from the backs of elephants, O monarch l Through masters of the science 
of weapons, they arc accomplished in fighting with their fists. Skilled in 
battling with maces, master also of the art of close right, they are equally 
clever in striking with scimitars and falling upon the foe with sword and 
shield. They are brave and learned, and animated by a spirit of rivalry. 
Every day, O king, they vanquish vast numbers of men in battle. 
They are commanded by Karna and devoted to Lhissasana. Even V&aideva 
applauds them as great car-warriors. Always solicitous of Kama's welfare, 
tlvey are obedient to him. It is at Kama's command, O king, that returning 
from their pursuit of Arjuna and, therefore, unfaiigued and unworn, those 
brave warriors, cased in impenetrable armour and armed with strong bows, 
are certainly waiting for me, ordered by Duryodbana also 1 Crushing them 
in battle for thy good, O Kaurava, 1 abatl then follow in the track of 
Savyasachin I Those other .elephants, 0 king, seven hundred in number, 
that thou secst, all cased in armour and ridden by Kiratas, and decked with 
ornaments, the king of the Kiratas, desirous of his life, bad furemetly presented 
to Savyaaacbio together with may servants in their train. ’! hese, 0 king. 



* Owners ol golden car*.— T. 
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were formerly employed in coiDg tby business. Behold iLic vicissitudes that 
time brings about, for these are now battling against thee ! Those elephants 
are ridden by Kiratas difficult of defeat in battle. They arc accomplished 
in fighting from elephants, and are ail sprung'from the race of Agni. Formerly 
they were all vanquished in battle by Savyasachin. They are now waiting 
for me carefully, under the orders of Duryodhana. Slaying with my shafts, 
O king, these Kiratas difficult of defeat in battle, I shall follow in the track 
of Arjuna who is intent on tbe daughter of tl>e ruler of the Sindhus. Tliose 
(other) huge elephants, sprung from the race of Atjuna, of impenetrable 
hides, well trained, and adown whose checks and from whose mouths the 
juicy secretions ate trickling down, and which are well adorned with armour 
made wholly of gold are very effective in battle and resemble Airavat himself l 
I’hcy have come from the northern hills, and are ridden by fierce robbers 
that are of strung limbs, that are all forcemost of warriors, and that are 
cased in steel coat* of mail. There, amongst them, are persons born of the 
cow, or the ape, or of diverse other creatures, including those born of msn. 
That division of the assembled Mfaihat that are all sinful and that come 
from the fastnesses of Himav.it, ram ut a distance to he of a smoky 
colour 1 Obtaining these, and countless Kihatriyas, as also Kripa, and 
that foremost of car-warriors, eft* Drona, and the ruler of the Sindhus, 
and Kama, lie thinks lightly of the Pandaras ! Impelled by fate, he 
regards himself crowned with success. Those I have named will, huw* 

ever, to-day be within reach of my arrows. They sba.’l not escape me. 
0 son of Kunti, even if they be endued with the 4 peed of* the mind. 
Much regarded always by Duryodhana, that prince who dependetb upon 
the prowess of others, those warriors, affliccd wirh my clouds of shafts, 
will meet with destruction. Those other car-warriors, O king, whom thou 
seest, aud who have golden st&ndird* and are difficult of being resist- 
ed, are called Kamrojaa 3 They are brave and accomplished, and 

ftrmly devoted to (he science of weapons. Desiring one another's wel- 
fare, they arc all firmly united. They compose a full AkthauhM of. 

wrathful warriors, O Bharata. and arc staying carefully for my sake, 
well protected by the Kuru l>eroes. They are on the alert, O king 
with their eyes on me 1 I shall certainly destroy them all, like lire 
destroying a heap of straw. Therefore, O king, let those that cqiup 
cars place quivers and all necessaries on my car in proper places. Indeed, 
in such a dreadful battle, diverse k.nds of weapons ought to be taken. 

Let tbe car be equipt (wuh necessaries) five times more than what professors 
of military science direct, for I shall have to encounter the Kambhojas who 
resemble fierce 6&akes of virulent posion. I shall have also to encounter the 
Kiratas who are aimed with diverse weapons of warfare, who resemble virulent 
poison, wbo arc accomplished m smiting, mho have always been well treated 
by Dmyodhana, and wbo on that account are always intent on Duryodbuna’s 
welfare. 1 shall also have to encounter the Sakas endued with prowess 
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equal to that of Sakra himself, who we fierce as Are and difficult of being 
down like a bla/mg conflagration. Indeed, O king, l shall lure to encounter 
in battle ouny warriors difficult of being resisted. For this, let well-known 
steeds of the foremost breed and graced with auspicious marts be yoked 
to my car, after causing their thirst to be slaked and after grooming them 
duly r 

“Sanjaya continued,— After this, king Yudhtshthira caused quivers full 
of shafts, and diverse kind of weapons, and, indeed, all necessaries, to be 
placed on Satyaki’* car. Then people caused his four welUurnessod and 
excellent steeds to drink and walk and bathe and eat, and haring adorned 
them with golden garlands and plucked ont their snows, those animals, 
tlut had (foe these operations) been freed from the yoke, and that were of 
the hue of gold and well-trained and endued with gTcat speed and cheerful 
and exceedingly docile, were dilly yoked again unto his car. And upon that 
car wa« set up a tall standard bearing a Lon with golden manes. And that 
standaid lud attached round it banners of the hue of white clouds and 
graced with golden circles and pearl* and corals. And an umbreila set upon 
a ul! staff of gold was also placed upon that vehicle bearing a heavy weight 
of weapons. After those steeds, adorned with trapping! of gold, had been 
yoked to that car, the younger brother of Diruka, who was the charioteer 
and the dea- friend of Satyaki, came and represented unto the Utter that 
the car had been duly o^uipt, like Matali representing the equipment of the 
car unto Vaasa va hfimsdf. Satyaki then, hating taken a both and purified 
himself and undergone every auspicious ceremony, gsve w/sAiul of gold unto 
a thousand SnataAa Brahman** who uttered benedictions upon him. Blessed 
with tliose benedictions, Satyaki, that foremost of handsome men, that hero 
worthy of worship, having drunk kai rata honey, shone resplendent, with 
reddened eyes rolling in intoxication. Having thouched abraj-n mirror and 
filled with great joy, his energy became doubled and he himself looked like 
blueing fire. Taking upon his slkouldcrs his bow with arrows, that foremost of 
of ear-warriors, cased in armour and decked in ornaments, had the regenerate 
dues perform for him the rites of propitiation. And fair maidens honored him 
by showering upon him tried paddy and petfumes and ftoral garlands And the 
hero then, with joined hands, worshipped the feet of Yudhisfathira, and the 
Utter smelt his head. And having undergone all these rites, be then mounted 
his formost of cars. Then those steeds, cheerful and strong and fleet as 
the wind, and invincible, and belonging to the Sindhu breed, borne him on 
that triumphant car. Similarly, Bhimasena also, honored by king Yudhiah- 
thira the just, and reverentially saluting the monarch, set out with Saty-akL 
Beholding those two chastiser of foes on the point of penetrating thy host, 
their enemies, viz^ thy troops, all stood still with Drona at their head. 
Then Satyaki, seeing Bbiraa cased in mail and following him, saluted that 
hero and spoke unto him these delightful words. Indeed, the heroic Satyaki, 
with every limb fillod with joy, said unto Bhuna, — Do^thou, O Bhima, protect 
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the king ! Eve n this is thy duty Above all things ! Piercing through this 
ho*e whose hour hath come, I will proceed. Whether now or hence, the 

protection of the king is thy highest duty I Then lcnowcst 

my powress, and I also know thine, O chastiser of foes ! If, 

therefore, thou desireat my good, return, O Bhima Thu* addressed 

by Satyaki, Bhima replied,— Go then, foe the success of thy object ! 
0 best of men, I will protect the king I— Thus addressed, he of 
Mad Hu's race answered Bhima, saying,— Go back, O son of Pritba ! My 
success is certain, since won over by my merits, thou, O Bhima, art tuday 
obedient to my wishes ! Indeed, O Bhima, as these auspicious omens tell 
me. my victory is assured l After the sinful ruler of the Sindhus 
will have been slain hy the high-soloed son of Pandit, I shall embrace king 
YudhUhlhirm of virtuous soul I— Having said these words unto Bhima and 
dismissing him with an embrace that illustrious warrior eyed thy troops like 
a tiger eyeing a herd of deer. Beholding him thus looking at thy army, O 
king, thy troops became once more stupil&ed and began to tremble violent)-. 
Then, O king, Satyaki desirous of seeing Arjuna at the command of king 
Yndlrishihira the just, luddenly dashed against thy troojw/ ,T 



SECTION CXllI. 

‘■Sanjaya said,— ‘O king, when Yuyudhavu, from desire of battle, proceed- 
ed against thy troope king Yudhishthira. surrounded by his forces, follow- 
ed Yuyudhana for reaching the car of Dionn. Then the son of the king 
of the Panchalas, fir, the invincible warrior Dhristadyumna, and king 
Vaividana, both loudly exclaimed within the Pandava host,— Come, smite 
quickly, and rush against the foe, so that Satyaki, that warrior invincible 
in battle, may pass easily (through the Kaurava host) ! Msny mighty 
car-warriors will struggle for vanquishing him !— The great car-warriors (of the 
Pandava army), saying this, fell impetuously upon their foe*. Indeed they all 
rushed, raying,— We will vanquish those that will endeavour to vanquish 
Satyaki '—Then a loud uproar was heard about the car of Satyaki. Thy aon*a 
host, however, covered with Satyaki's shafts, fled away. Indeed, O king, tlsat 
host was broken into a hundred struggling bodies by him of the Satwata 
race. And while that force was breaking, that mighty car-warnor, eft., 
the (grandson) of Sini, crushed seven heroic and great bowmen in the 
front ranks of the foe. And, O monarch, with his shafts that resembled 
blazing flames of fire, he despatched many other heroes, kings of diverse 
realms, unto the regions of Yama. He sometimes pierced a hundred 
warriors with one abaft, and sometimes ore warrior with a hundred shafts. 
Like the great Rudra destroying creatures, be slew elephant-riders and 
car warriors with steeds and drivers. None amongst thy troops ventured 
to advance agaidst Satyoki who was displaying such lightness of hand 
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and who showered such clouds of abate. Struck with jAinic and crushed 
And grinded thus by that heru of long arms, those brave warriors ad 
left the field at sight of that proud hero. Although atone, they saw 
him multiplied manifold, and were ttupifted by his energy. And the 
Earth luoLed exceedingly beautiful with crushed cars and broken mdas,* 
O 6ire, and wheels, and fallen umbrellas and standards, and tiHuhiV*h<u 9 
a/ut banners, and headgears decked with sold, and human amis reared 
with sandal paste and adorned with Ang*ulas 9 0 king, and human thighs 
resembling trunks of elephants ur the tapering bodies of snakes, and 
faces, beautiful as the moon and decked with car tings, of Urge-eyed 
warriors lying all about the Odd. And * the ground there looked ex- 
ceedingly beautiful with the huge bodies of fallen elephants cut off in 
diverse ways, like a large plain strewn with hills. Crushed by that hero 
of long arms, steeds, deprived of life and fallen down on the grounj, 
looked beautiful in their traces nude ol burnished gold and decked 
with rows of pearls and in their curascs of handsome nuke and 

design. Having slain diverse kinds of thy troops, ho of the Saiwuta race 
entered into thy host, agiuiing and routing thy army. Then 
Satyaki desired to go by that very (rack by which Ulunanjiiya had 
gpnc before him. Then Drona caiuc and resisted him. Encountering 
the son of Bbarudwaja, Yuyudhana, filled willi rage, Hopfied not like 
a vast expanse of water upon encountering an embank men l. Dronu, 
however, checking in that battle the mighty car-warrior Yuyudhana pierc- 
ed him with five keen abate capable of penetrating into the very vitals. 
Satyaki, however, O king, in that battle pierced Drona with seven 
shafts whetted on stone, cquipt with golden wings and the feathers of 
the Xanka and the peacock. Then Drona, afflicted Satyaki, his steeds 
and the driver, with six shafts. Ti»c mighty car-warrior Yuyudhona 

could not brook that fcit of Drona. Uttering a leonine shout, lie 
then pierced Drona with ten shafu, and then with siv, and limn 

with eight others. And once mute Yuyudhana pierced Drena with ten 
shafts, his charioteer with one, and his four steeds with four. And 
with another shaft, O sire, Satyaki struck Droaa's standard. Then Drona 
speedily covered Satyaki, his car, steeds, driver, and standard, with swiftly 
coursing shafts countless in number like a fbght of locusts. Similarly 
Yuyudhana fearlessly covered Drona with oountless shafts ol great speed. 
Then Drona, addressing Yuyudhana, said,— Thy preceptor (Arjuna) bath, 
like a coward, gone away, leaving the battle, avoiding me who was 

fighting with him. i^rucecding by my F**nk ! O thou of Madhu's race, 

if l\ke thy preceptor, thou too dost not quickly avoid me m Ibis battle, thou 
shale not escape me with life today, engaged as l am ;n battle with tliee !'— 

* Nidai were niches or driven' boxes.’— T. 
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<k ‘Satyaki, bearing these wvrds, answered,— At the command o f king 
Yudbishtira tbe just. I shah follow in the track of Dhananjaya ! Blessed be 
thou, O Brahmana, I would lose time (if I fight with thoe) ! A disciple 
should always tread in the way trod by his prcce|4or. I shall, therefore 
follow in the track that has been trod by my preceptor !— ’ 

"Senjaya continued, — “Having said this much, the grandson of Sini 
avoided tike preceptor and suddenly proceeded cmwards, O king 1 And 
addressing; his charioteer, he said,— Drona will, by every means, endeavour 
to check my progress I Proceed carefully, 0 S*ta, in battle, and listen to 
these grave words of mine ! Yonder is seen tbe host of great splendour, of 
Avantis I Next to them is the mighty host of the Southerners. And next to 
it n titc .threat host of the Valhikas. By the aide of die Valhikas stands 
resolved for fight the mighty host commanded by Kama I O charioteer, 
all these hosts are different from one another, but relying upon one another 
they protect one another on the field of battle ! Arrived at the space left 
open between these divisions cheerfully urge thou the steed ! Indeed, O 
charioteer, bear me thitbar, making the steeds adopt a tolerable, speed,— 
thither, that is, where are seen the Valhikas with diverse weapons uplifted in 
their arms, and the countless Southerners beaded by the Sm/as son and 
whose division is seen to present a serried array of elephants and steeds 
and cars and in which stand foot-soldiers raised from diverse realms !— 
Having said this much unto bis driver, avoiding the Brahmana (Drona), 
he proceeded, telling his charioteer,— Pass through tbe open space between 
those two divisions towards the fierce and mighty hott of Kama 1 — Drona. 
however, excited with wrath, pursued hint behind, shooting at him countless 
shaft*. Indeed, the precept* ir closely followed the highly blessed Yuyudhana 
who advanced without any desire of turning back. Smiting the great bus* 
ut Kama with whetted arrows, Satyaki penetrated into the vast and limitless 
army of tbe Bharat&a When Yuyudhana, however, entered the army, the 
troopa (upjioscd to him) lied away. At this, wrathful Kritvarman came 
forward to resist Satyaki. The valiant Satyaki striking die advancing 
Kritavarman with six shafts, quickly slew bis four steeds with four other 
shafts. And once again he pierced Kritavarman in the centre of the chest 
with sixteen straight shafts of great speed. Thus encountered, O monarch, 
with many shafts of fierce energy by him of the Sa;wau race, Kritavarmao 
was unable to brook it. Aiming then a calf-toothed shaft resembling a 
snake of virulent poison and endued with the speed of the^wind, and drawing 
the bow string, O monarch, to his ear, he pierced Satyaki in tbe chest. 
That shaft equipt with beautiful feathers, penetrating through his armour 
and body and dyed in Wood, entered tha Earth. Then, O king, Kritavarman, 
that warrior acquainted with the highest weapons, shooting many shafts, cut 
off the bow of Satyaki wiilt arrows fixed thereon. And excited with rage, 
l»e liven, in that battle, O king, pierced Satyaki of unbaffled prowess in the 
centre of the chest with ten shafts of great keenness. Upon his bow being 
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broken, that foreman of mighty moo. x*„ Satyaki, hurled a dart at the 
right anu of Kritavarman. And taking up and drawing a tougher bow. 
\ uyudhana quickly shot at his foe shafts by hundreds and thousands, and 
entirely shrouded Kritavarnun and hi* car with that arrowy downpour. 
Having thus shrouded the son of Hridika, O monarch, in that battle, Satyaki 
cut ofT, with a broad-headed arrow, the head of his foe's charioteer from 
his trunk. The charioteer of Hridika's son then, thus slain, fell down front 
tint great car. At this the steeds of Kritavarman, deprived of a driver, ran 
away with great speed. The ruler of the Bhojas then, in great agitation, 
himself checked those steeds. That heroic warrior then, tow in band, 
stood upon his car (ready for battle). Beholding this feat, his 

troo|>s applauded it highly. Resting for a short space of tiiue, 

Kritavarman then urged those good steeds of his. Himself divested 
of fcar.be inspired his foes with great fear. Satyaki, however, lud by 
that time left him behind, while Kriuvarman himself now rushed against 
Dhimaaena without pursuing Satyaki. Thus issuing out of the division of the 
Bhojas, Satyaki proceeded with great speed towards the mighty division 
of the Kamvojas. Res.ited there by many brave and mighty car-warriors, 
Ynyudhana, of prowess incapable of being baffled, could not then, O 
monarch, proceed a step. Meanwhile Drona, having placed his troops in a 
proper position and* nude over the burthen of protecting them to the ruler of 
the Bhojas, firmly resolved, proceeded with great speed towards Yuyudhana 
from desire of battle. Tlieti the foremost warnors of the Pandsva beat, beholding 
Drona thus pursuing Yuyudhana from behind, cheerfully began to resist him. 
The Pancbalas, however, who were headed by Bhiousena, having approached 
the son of Hridika, that foremost of car-war riocs, all became cheerless. Tike 
heroic Kritavarman, O king, displaying his prowct«, resisted all those warriors 
who, although they had become a little heartless, struggled yet with great 
vigor. Fearlessly he weakened, by means of his arrowy showers, the 
animals of his foes. The brave warriors, however, (of the Pandava arroyl, 
though thus afflicted by the ruler of the Khojas, stood, like high-born 
soldiers that they were, resolved to fight with live divi-ion of the Pho)as 
itself, from desire of great renown." 



SECTION CXTY. 

“Dhritarashtra said,— “Our army is equally possessed of many excellen- 
cies. It is equally regarded as superior. It is equally arrayed according 
to the rules ot science, and k is equally nuiuertws 0 Sanjaya ! * It is 
always well treated by us, and is always devoted to its. It is vast in 

* Many of the opening slokoi of this section are nearly the same as those 
of seclion 76 of Phiiktua rarva. Hit antt In a few instances I have adopted 
the readings of the Bombay edition.— T. 




*44 



MAH ABU A RATA 



numerical strength, and presents a wonderful aspect. Its prowess had 
before b«eii tested. The soldiers are neither very old nor very young. 
They are neither lean nor corpulent. Of active habits, of well-developed 
and strong frames, they are free from disease. They are cased in mail 
and well equipt with arms. They are devoted to all kinds of armed 
exercises. They are adepts in mounting upon and descending from the 
hacks of elephants, in moving forward and stepping hack, in smiting 
effectually, and in marching and retailing. Oftentimes have they been 
tested in the management of elephtnts and steeds and cara Having been 
examined duly, they have been entertained on pay and not Foe the sake 
of lineage, nor from favor, nor from relationship. They are not a rabble 
come of their nwn accord, nor li&vo they been admitted into my army 
without pay. My army con lists of well-born and respectable men, who 
are, a^abi, contented, well-fed, and submissive. They are sufficiently rewar- 
ded. They are a!l famous and endued with great intelligence. They nre 
again, O 9on, protected by many of our foremost counsellors and others 
of righteous deeds, all of whom are l>est of men resembling the very 
Regents of the world ! Innumerable Tillers of Earth seeking to do what 
is agreeable to us, aad who luve of their own will sided us with their 
forces and followers, also protect them. Indeed, our army is like the 
vast Ocean Ailed with the waters of innumerable rivets running from nil 
directions. It abounds with steeds and cars which, though destitute of 
wings, still resemble the winged tenants of the air. It teems aho with 
elephants adown whose cheeks flow Juicy secretions. Wlut can it, there- 
fore, he but Destiny that even wadi an army should he slain ? (Ocean- 
like ;i4 it a) vaa numbers of combatants constitute its interminable waters, 
and the steeds and other animals constitute its terrible waves. Innumer- 
able swords and maces and darts ami arrow* and lances constitute the 
care (plied on that ocean).* Abounding with standards and ornaments, 
the pearls and gems (of the warriors) constitute the lotuses that deck it. 
The rushing steeds and elephants constitute the winds that agitate it into 
fury. Drocu constitutes the fathomless cave of that ocean, Kriuvarnun 
its vast vortex, Jalnandha its mighty alligator, nnd Kama the rise of the 
Moon that nukes it swell with energy and pride I When that bull amongBt 
the Pandavas, on his single car, Itath speedily gone, piercing through thut 
army of mine vast (though it be) like the Ocean, and when Ynyudlwuia 
nlao hath followed him, I do not, O Sanjaya, sec the propped of even 
a remnant of my troops being left alive by Suvyasaclnn, and that fore- 
most of car-warriors belonging to the v Satwau race! Beholding those 
two exceedingly active heroes pierce through (the divisions placed in the 
van), and seeing the ruler of the- Sindhus aJ*> within teach of the 
shafts fron GanAit*, what, indeed, ms tbe measure adopted by the 

* I prefer the reading Stnohdam to Jhashaku!am.—T. 
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Kauram impelled by 'ate > At that time, when ail were fighting intent- 
ly, what became of them ? O sire, I regard the assembled Kura a to 
be overtaken by Death himself I Indeed, their prowess also in battle 
is no linger seen to be what it once was I Krishna and the un of 
Panda h*ve both entered the (Karo) host unwounded ! There is none 
in that host, O Sanjaya, capable of resitting them ! Many combatants 
that are great car-warriors were admitted by us after examination They 
are all honored (by us) with pay as each deserves, and others with 
agreeable speeches. There is none, O son, amongst my troops who is 
not honored with good offices (done to him). Each receives his assigned 
pay and rations according to the chtficter of his, services. In my army, 
O Sanjiyn, there is none who is unskilled in battle, none who receives 
ply less than what he dese»res, or none who dues not receive any pay. 
The so'dterx arc worshipped by me, according to the best of my 
pjwers. with gifts and honors and s.ats. The same conduct is followed 
towards them by my sons, my kinsmen, and my friends. Vet on the 
very approach of Savyasichin have they been vanquished by him and 
by the grandson of Sini ! WJttl can it I* but Destiny ? They who 
nre protecting them, all follow die same road, the protected with the 
larutectorsJ Beholding Arjuna arrived at the front of Jayadratha, what 
measure was adopted by my foolish son? Beholding SMyaki also enter* 
ing the host, what step did Duryodhan* cbiuk suitable to that occasion ) 
Indeed, beholding those two foremast of car warriors who nre beyond the 
touch of all weapons, enter my hast, what resolution wav formed by my warriors 
in battle ? I think beholding a Krishna of Disarha's rare and that bull of Sini's 
r ice also both engaged far Arjuna's sake my sons are filled with grief 1 l think, 
seeing, both Satwatt and Arjuna pais through my army and "the Kurus flying 
array, my sons are filled with grief ! I think, seeing their car-warriors retreat 
in hopelessness of subjugating the foe and set their hearts upon flying away 
from the field, my sons are filled with grief S I think, seeing their steeds 
and elephants and cars and heroic combatants by tlvouiands flying away 
from the field with anxiety in their hearts, my tom are filled with grief ! I 
think, seeing many huge elephants fly away, afflicated with the shafts of 
Arjuna, and others fallen and falling, my son3 are filled with grief l I 
think, seeing steeds deprived of riders and warriors deprived of cars by 
Sityaki and Partita, my sons arc Jilted with grief I l think, large bodies 
nf Bteedl slain or routed by Madhara and Panha, my sons axe filled with 
grief l I think, seeing large budies of foot soldiers flying away in Ml 
direction!, my sons* despairing of success, are filled with grief l I think, 
seeing those two heroes psia through Drona’s division unvanquiihed within 
a moment, my suns are filled with grief ! Stapified am I, O son, upon 
hearing th.it Krishna and Dhananjaya, those two heroes of unfading gk>r>, 

* The construction of tbe original is no involved arvd again pleonastic, 
that 1 do not render these two iMaa literally.— T. 
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have both, with SatwaU, penetrated into my host f After tint foreman of 
car-warriors among the Sin if, hod entered my host, and after lie had passed 
through the division of the Bbojas, what did the Kaurovas do ? Tell me 
ato, 0 Sanjaya, how did the battle take place there where Drona afflicted 
the Pandavas on the field I Drona is endued with great might, is tike furcmost 
of all persons, » accomplished in weapons, and is incapable of defeat in 
battle I How could the P*ndttl&B pierce that great bowman in the fight ? 
Desirous of Dhanan Jay’s victory, the Panchalas are inveterate foes of Drona. 
The mighty cu-warrior Drona also ii'an inveterate foe of theira. TIkhi art 
skilled .in narration, O Sanjay* I Tell me, therefore, everything about what 
Arjunn did for compassing the slaughter of the ruler of the Sindhus ! 

“Sonjaya said, — 'O bull of Bharua's race, overtaken by a calamity that is the 
direct result of thy own fault, tl»ou ahouldbt not, O hero, indulge in such 
lamentations like an ordinary person! Formerly many of thy wise well- 
wishers numbering Vidura amongst them had told thee, — Do not, O kin£, 
adandon the sons of Pandu 1— Thon didst not liken heed those words ! 
The man that heedeth not the counsels of well-wishing friends, weepeth, 
falling into great distress, like thyself ! He of T>as»r1u's nice, O king, 
had formerly begged thee for peace t Fur all that, Krishna of world-wide 
fame obtained noc low wish 1 Ascertaining thy worthlessness, and thy 
partiality for thy sons, thy scepticism in virtue, and thy jealousy inwards die 
Pandavas, and understanding also thy crooked intentions towards the sons 
of Pandu, and hearing thy delirious lamentations, O best of kings, that 
puissant I/ird of all worlds, that Being, acquainted with the truth of every- 
thing in all the worlds rts., Vasudeva, then caused the flame of war to blare 
forth among the Kurus 1 This great and wholesale destruction hath cume 
upon thee, brought about by thy own fault I 0 giver of honors, it behoveth 
thee not to impute the fault to Duryodhana I In the development of 
these incidents no merit of thine is to be seen in the beginning, middle, or 
end 1 This defeat is entirely owing to thee ! Therefore, knowing aa tlvou 
dost the truth about this world, he quiet and heat how this fierce battle, 
resembling that between the gods and the Aw*f t took place I After the 
grandson of Sini, that warrior of prowess incapable of being baffled, had 
entered into thy host, the Parthas beaded by Bhimascna aUo rushed against 
thy troops. The mighty car warrior Kriiavarman, however, alone, resisted 
in that battle the Pandavas thus rushing in fury and wrath with tlkcir 
followers against thy host. As the continent resists the surging sea, even so 
did the son of Hrkhlca resist the troojn gf the Pandavas in that battle. 
The pruwess that we then behold of the sen of Hartdika was wonderful, 
in as much as the united Paitfaaa succeeded not in transgressing bis single 
self. Then tbe mighty-armed Bhima, piercing Kritavarman with three 
shafts, blew hts conch, gladdening all tbe Pandavas. Then Sabndeva pierced 
tbc son of Hr id ika with twenty shafts, and Yudhishthira tbe ju3t pierced him 
with five, and Nakula pierced him with a hundred. And the sons of 
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Draupadi pierced him with three and seventy shifts and Ghatutk.vciu pierced 
him with seven. And Virata aiul Drupada and Drupada's son 
(DtirisbUdyumna) each pierced him with five shafts, and Sikbandin, having 
once pierced him with five, again pierced him smilingly with five and 
twenty shafts. Then KriUvannan, O king, pierced every one of those great 
car-warriors with five shafts, and Bhiau again with seven. And the son of 
Haridika felled buih the buw and the standard of Bhima from the Utter's 
car. Then that mighty car warrior, with great speed, wrath fully struck Bhirua, 
whose how had been cut off with seventy keen shafts in the chest The 
mighty Bhiroa, deeply pierced with those excellent shafts of Hridika's son, 
trembled on hi* car like a mountain during an Earthquake. Beholding 
Bbiroaaena in that condition, the Paribas beaded by king Yudhishthira the 
Just afflicted Kriuvaeman, O king, shooting at him many shafts. Enconr 
passing that warrior there with throngs of can, 0 sire, they cheerfully began to 
pierce him with their shafts, desiring tu |*otect die Wind-god's son in that 
batik. The mighty Bhinusen* then recovering consciousness, took up in 
ilut battle a dart made of steel and equip* with a golden staff, and hurled 
it with great s|>eed from his own car at the car of Krit&varman. That dart 
resembling a snake freed from its slough, hurled fro«u Bhiroa’s bands, 
fieicc-looking as it was, blared forth as tt proceeded towards Kritavurman. 
Beholding that doit endued with the splendour of the Yug<t fire coursing 
towards him, die son of Hridtk* cut it in twain with two shafts Thereupon 
that dart decked with gold, thus cut off, fell down on the Earth, i Humming 
the ten points of the compass O king, like a Urge meteor falling from the 
firmament. Seeing bis dart baffled, Bhiau blamed upon in wrath. Then 
taking up another bow which was tougher and whose twang was jouder, 
Bhmusena, filled with wrath, attacked the son of Hridika in that battle. Then 
O king, Bhima of terrible might struck Krittrarman in the centre of the chest 
with fire shafts, m consequence of thy evil policy, O monarch 1 The ruler of 
the Bbojas then, mangle in every limb, O sire, by Bhinusena, shone 
resplendent in the field like a red Awksi covered with flowers. Then that 
mighty bowman, viz., Kriuvarman, filled with rage, smilingly struck Bhitnasena 
with three shafts, and having struck him forcibly pierced in return every 
one of those great car-warriors struggling vigorously in battle, with three 
shaft* Each of the latter then pierced him in return with seven 
shafts, Then that mighty car-warrior of the Satwata race, filled with 
rage, cut off smiling in tbit battle, with a rarorfaced shafts, the bow 
of Sikbandin. Sikbandin then, seeing bis bow cut off, quickly took up 
a sword and a bright shield decked with a hundred moons. Whirling 
bb Urge shield decked with gold, Skbandin sent that sword towards 
the car of Kriuvarman. That Urge sword, cutting off, O king, 
Kritav.inu.uis bow with arrow fixed thereon, fell down on the Earth, 
iike, 0 Monarch, a bright •luminary loosened from the firmament- 




MAHABIIRATA 



248 

Meanwhile, chow mighty car-warriors quickly and deeply pierced Krila* 
varnian with tlieir shafts in Chat battle- Then that slayer of hostile 
heroes, rtfs., the son of Hridika, casting off, that broken bow, and taking 
up another, pierced each of Lite l’andava* with three straight shafts, 
And he pierced Sikhandin at lust with three,* and then with fi\c slkafts. 
Then the illustrious Sikhandin, taking up another bow, checked ibe son 
0! Hridika with many swift going shafts furnished with heads tike 
tortoise nails- Then, O king, the son of Hridika, inflamed with rage 
in that battle, rushed irupetuojsiy at I'.sat mighty car-warrior, viz , the son 
of Yajnasena, that warrior, O monarch, who wai the cause of the illus- 
trious Bhifchtna's fall in battle. Indeed, the heroic Kritavarman rushed 
at Sikhandin, displaying his might, like a tiger at an elephant. Then 
thow two chastisers of foes, who resembled a couple of huge elephants 
ur two blazing tires, encountered each other with clouds of shafts. And 
they shook their best of bows, and aimed their Arrows, and shot diem 
in hundreds like a couple of Suns shedding their rays. And those two 
mighty car warriors scorched each other with their keen shafts, and shunc 
resplendent like two Suns appearing at the end of the Pwtff. And Krita- 
varman in that batllu |*erccd that mighty car warrior, viz., Yajiiasena’s 
son, with three and seventy shafts and once more with seven. Deeply 
pierced thcrc-ilh, Sikhandin sat down in pain on tlie terrace of his car, 
throwing aside bis bow and arrows, and was overtaken by a swoon. 
Beholding that hero in a swoon, thy troops, O bull among men, worshipped 
the acii of Hridika, and wared their garments in the air. Seeing Sikhan- 
din thus afflicted with the shaft* of llridika’s sou, his charioteer quickly 
bore that mighty car- warrior away from the battle. The P.irtha?, beholding 
Sikhandin lying senseless on the terrace uf his cat, so *n encompassed 
Kritavarman in that battle with crowds ut cars. The mighty car warrior 
KriUivarnun then achieved a most wonderful feat there, inasmuch as, 
alone, he held in check all the Paithas with their followers. Having thus 
vanquished the Parthas, that mighty car-warrior then vanquished the Chedis, 
the Panchaias, the Scinjayas, and the Kekayas, all of whom are endued 
with great prowess. Tboae forces of the Pandavas then, thus slaughtered 
by the son of Hridika, began to run in all directions, unable to stay 
coolly in battle. Having vanquished the sons of Pandu headed by Bhima 
sena himself, the son of Hridika stayed in battle like a bhucing fire. 
Those mighty car-warriors, afflkted with torrents of shafts and round by 
llridlka's son in baule, ventured nut to face him." 
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SECTION CXV. 

Sin jay a said, — 'Listen with undivided attention, O king, to what thtai 
lust asked me ! After the rout of that force by the high-souled son of 
Hridika, and upon the Partitas being humiliated with shame and thy 
l roups elated with joy, he that became the protector of the Paodavas who 
were solicitous of protection while sinking in that fathomless sea of dis- 
tress, that hero, vis., the grandson of Sini, hearing that fierce uproar, of 
thy army in that terrible battle, quickly, 0 king, turned back and pro- 
ceeded against Kritavarman. Hridika’s son Kritavarman then, excited with 
wrath, covered the grandson of Sini with clouds of sharp shafts. At 
this, Salyaki also became filled with rage. The grandson of Sini then quickly 
sped at Kritavarman a sharp and broad-headed arrow in tlut encounter 
and then four other arrows. These foot arrows slew the fout steeds ol 
Kritavarman, and the other cut off KriUvarman’s bow. Then Sntyaki 
pierced the charioteer of bis foe and those that protected the latter’s 
tear, with many keen shafts, to afflict his antagonist’s forces. The hostile 
division then, afflicted with Satyaki's arrows, broke. Thereupon Satyaki 

of prowess incapable of being baffled, uuickly [ woe coded on his way. 
Hear now, O king, what that hero of great valor then did unto thy 
troops! Haung, O monarch, forded the ocean constituted by Drona's 
division, and filled with joy at having vanquished Kritavarman in battle, 
that hero then addressed bis charioteer, saying, — Proceed slowly without 
fear I— Beholding, howewer, that army of thine that abounded with cars 
and steeds and elephants, and that teemed with foot-soldiers, Satyaki 

once more said unto his charioteer,— That large division which thou 

seest on left of Drona's host, and which louki dark as the clouds, 

cunsist 9 of the elephants (of the foe). Rukmaratba is its leader I Those 
elephants are many, O charioteer, and are difficult of being restated in 
battle. Urged by Duryodhana, they wait for ms, prepared to cast away 
their lives ! All those combatants ate princes by birth, and great bow- 
men, and capable cf displaying great prowess in battle. Belonging tc 
the country of the Trjgartas, they are all illustrious car-warriors, owning stand- 
ards decked with gold. Those brave warriors are waiting, desirous of battle 
with me ! Urge the steeds quickly, 0 charioteer, and take me thither 1 I shall 
fight with the Trigarus in tbc very sight of Bharadwaja's son ’—Thus addressed, 
the charioteer, obedient to SitwuU's will, proceeded slowly. Upon that 
bright car of solar elfulgenpe. equip* with standard, those excellent steeds 
harnessed thereto and perfectly obedient to the driver, endued with speed 
of the wind, and white as the Kundu flower, or the mooD, or silver, 
bore him (to that spot)i As be advanced to battle, drawn by those ex 
cellent steeds of the hue of a conch, those brave warriors encompassed 
him on all sides with their elephants, scattering diverse kinds of keen 
arrows capable of easily piercing everything. Satwata also fought with that 
3 * 




MAHABHARATA 



* 5 ° 

elephant division, shooting his keen shafts like a mighty cluud at the end 
of summer pouting torrents of rain on * mo squid breast. Those elephants 
slaughtered with those shafts, whose touch resembled thunder, sped by 
that foremast one among the Sin is began to fly away from the field, 
their tu9ks broken, bodies covered with blood, heads and frontal globes 
split open, ears and faces and trunks cut off, and themselves deprived 
of riders and standards. Many elephants, their skins cut open, bells 
brokeo, tall standards cut down, riders slain, and blankets loosened, ran 
away, O king, in all directions. Many amongst them, O monarch, mangled 
by Salwata with long shafts and calf-tooth headed arrows and broad beaded 
arrowi and Anjalikai and ra^or faccd arrows and crescent-shaped ones, fled 
away, with blood flowing a down their bodies, and themselves ejecting urine 
and excreta and uttering loud and diverse cries deep as the roar of 
clouds. And some amongst the others wandered, and some limped, and 
some fell down, and some became pale and cheerless. Thus afflicted by 
Yuyudhana, with shafts that resembled the Sun or fire* that elephant division 
fled away in all directions. After that elephant division was exterminated, 
the mighty Jalasmdha, exerting himself coolly, led his elephant before at 
Yuyudhana’s car drawn by white stecd> Cased in gulden A*$aAas % with car- 
rings and diadem, armed with swurd, smeared with red sandal paste, his 
head encircled with a blaring chain uf gold, his breast covered with a curass, 
his neck adorned wi;b a bright garland (of gold), that hem of sinless soul, 
stationed on the head of his elephant, and shaking his bow decked with 
gold, looked resplendent, O king, like a cloud charged with lightning. Like 
the continent resisting the surging sea, Satyaki checked that excellent 
elephant of the ruler of the Magadhas tbit Approached him with such fury. 
Beholding the eleplunt checked by the excellent shafts of Yuyudhana, the 
mighty Jalasandha became filled with rage. Then, O king, the enraged Jula- 
mndha, pierced Sini's grandson on his broad chest with some shafts of great 
force. With another sharp and well- tempered broad-headed arrow, ho cut off 
the bow of the Vrishni hero while the latter was drawing it. And then, O 
BharaU, smiling the while the heroic ruler of the Magadhas pierced the buwleas 
Saiyaki with fire keen shafts. The valiant and mighty-armed Satyaki, however, 
though pierced with many shafts by Jalasandha, trembled not in the least. 
All this seemed exceedingly wonderful. Then the mighty Yuyudhana with- 
out any fear, thought of the shafts (he should usc)l Taking up another buw, 
addressed Jaasandha, saying,— Wait* Wait 1— Saying this much, the grandson 
of Sini deeply pierced Jalasandha on bis broad breast with sixty arrows, 
smiling the while. And with another razor-faced arrow of great sharpness 
he cut off Jalasandha s bow at the handle, and with three more shafts he 
pierced Jalasandha himself. Then Jalasandha, casting aside that bow of 
his with arrow fixed thereon, burled a lance, O sire, at Satyaki. That terrible 
lance, passing through the left arm of Madhava in that fierce battle, entered 
the Earth like a hissing make of gigantic proportions. After bis left arm 
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had thu9 been pierced, Sal yak i B n i prowess incapahle of being baffled, struck 
Jalasandha with thirty keen shafts. The mighty Jalasandha then taking up 
his scimitar and large shield made of bull's hide and decked with a hundred 
moons whirled the former for a while and hurled it at Satwau. Cutting off 
the bow of Sini’s grandson, that scimitar fell down on the Earth, and looked 
resplendent like a circle of fire, as it Uy on the Barth, Then Yuyudhana 
took up another bow capable of piercing every body. Urge as a Sii/t: offshoot, 
and of twarg resembling the roar of Indra's thunder, and, filled with rag*, 
stretched in and then pierced Jalasandha with a single shaft. And then 
Satyaki, tliat foremost one of Madhu’s race, smiling the while, cut off, with 
a pair of raznr f.aced arrows, the two arms, decked with ornament* of 
JaUandha. Thereupon those two arms, looking like a couple of spiked 
maces fell down from that foremoat of elephants, like a couple of fire* 
headed snakes falling down from a mountain. And then, with a third razor- 
headed arrow, Satyaki cut off his antagonist's large head endued with beauti- 
ful teeth a».d adorned with a pair of beautiful ear-rings. The headless anti 
nrmlcss trunk, of fearful aspect, dyed JaUsandhn's elephant with blood. Having 
slain Jalasandha in battle, Sitwata quickly felled the wooden cdift:e, O king, 
from that elephant's bock. Bathed in blood, the elephant of Jahsandlu 
bore that costly *oat, hanging down from hzs back. And afflicted with the 
arrows of Satwata, the huge beast crushed friendly ranks as it ran wildly, 
uttering fierce cries of pain. Then, O sire, wails of woe arose among thy 
troo*ps, at sight of Jalmndha slain by that hull among the Vrishnis. Thy 
warriors then, turning their faces, fled away in all directions. Indeed, 
despairing of success over the foe, they set their hearts on flight Meanwhile, 
O king, Drona, that foremost of all weilders of hows, approached the mighty 
car-warrior Yuyudhana, borne by his swift coursers. Many bulls among 
the Kurus, beholding Sini*s grandson swelling (with rage and pride.) rushed at 
him with iury, accompanied by Droiu. Then commenced a battle, O king, 
between the Kurus and Drona (on one side) and Yuyudhana (on the other), 
that resembled the awful battle of old between the gods and the Asatras.' ” 



SECTION CXVL 



Sunjaya said. — ‘Sluioting clouds of arrows, all those warriors, accomplblved 
in smiting, carefully, O monarch, encountered Yuyudhana. Drona struck 
hint with seven and seventy shafts of great keem^ss. And Dumtarshana struck 
him with a dozen, Dussasana struck him with Hen shafts. And Vikarr.a *ko 
pierced him on the left side as also on the centre of the chest, with thirty 
keen shafts cquipt with Kank ,1 feathers. And Durmukha struck him with 
ten shafts, and Dustarana with eight, Chitrascna, O sire, pierced him with a 
couple of shifts. And Duty odhana, O king, and tunny other heroes, afflicted 
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that mighty car-wa rri*>r with dense shower of shaft* in that battle. Though 
checked on all aides by ll*>sc mighty dr-warriors, riz . 9 thy sons, Vuyudhana 
of Vrishni'a race pierced each of them separately with his straight shafts. 
Indeed, he pierced the son of Bharadwaj* with three shafts, and Duasasana 
with nine, and Vikarna with five and twenty, and Chiuasena with seven, 
and Darmarthana with a dozen, and Vivingsati with eight, and Satyavratn 
with nine, and Vijaya with ten shafts. And having pierced Rukmangada 
also that mighty car-warrior, ms., Satyaki, shaking his bow, speedily proceeded 
;igai nsz thy son (DuryodhAiu). And Yuyudhana, in the sight of all men, 
deeply pierced with his arrows the king, that greatest of car-warriors in 
the whole world Then commenced a battle between those twa Both 
shotting keen arrows and both aiming countless shafts, each of those 
mighty car-warriors made the other invisible in that battle And Saiyaki, 
pierred by the Kuril king, looked exceedingly resplendent as blood copi- 
ously ran adown his body like a windal tree shedding its juicy secretions. 
Thy son also, pierced by Satwata with clouds of shafts, looked beautiful 
like a snake set up (at a sacrifice) decked all over with gold. Then 
Madhava, O king, in that battle, ait off with razor-faced arrow, smiling 
the while, the how of the Kuril king. And then he pierced the bowless 
king with countless arrows. Pierced with arrow* by that foe, of great acti- 
vity, the king coLld not brook this indication of the enemy’s succea. 
Duryodhana then, taking up another formidable bow die back of whose staff 
was decked with gold, speedily pierced Saiyaki with a hundred arrow*. 
Deeply pierced by thy mighty son armed with tike bow, Yuyudhana became 
inflamed with wrath and began to afflict thy son. Beholding the king thus 
afflicted, thy sons, those mighty car-warriors, shrouded Satyaki with dense 
showers of arrows shot with great force. Whilst being thus shrouded by 
those mighty car-warriors, m., thy multitude of sons, Yuyudhana pierced 
each of them with fire arrow*, and once more with seven. And soon lie 
pierced Duryodhana with eight swift arrows and, smiling the while, cut off 
the latter's bow that frightened all foes. And with a few arrows lie 
nlso felled die king’s standard decked with a Jewelled elephant. And slaying 
then the four steeds of Duryodhana with four arrows, the illustrious &U,aki 
felled the king's charioteer with a raw r faced shaft. Meanwhile, Yuyudlwou, 
filled with Joy, pieroed that mighty car-warrior, rig , the Kuru king, with 
miny arrows cabbie of penetrating into the very vitals. Then, O kimr, thy 
son Duryodhana, while being thus struck in that battle with those excellent 
arrows of Sini's grandson, suddenly fled away. And the king quickly mounted 
tl« car of Chitrasena armed with the bow. Beholding the king thus 
attacked by Saiyaki in battle, ’and reduced to the position of Soma in the 
firmament while seized by jfaAw, erica of woe arose from every part of the 
universe. Hearing that uproar, die mighty car-warrior Kriuvamun quickly 
proceeded to that spot where the puissant Madhara was battling. And 
Kritavarman proceeded, shaking his bow, and urging his steed, and reproving 
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his charioteer with the words,— G» with tfud % Ga t wUk tpetd !— B ^holding 
KnUvirman rushing toward* him like the Destroyer himself with wid.- 
open mouth, Yuyodhana, O king, addressed h« driver, laying,— That Kritavar- 
uun, armed with arrows, is rushing on his car towards me with speed \ 
Proceed, on this car, against that foremost one among all car warriors !— 
Then, with his steeds urged to their greatest speed, and on his car duly 
cquipt, Satyaki came upon the ruler of the Bhojas, that foremost of al] 
bowmen. Then those two tiger* among men, both inflamed with rage and 
both resembling a blazing Are encountered each other like two tiger* endued 
with great activity. Kritavarman pierced Sini's grandson with six and 
twenty whettnd artotra of keen points, and the latter's driver with five arrows. 
And skilled in battle, the son of Hridikn pierced, with four mighty shifts, 
the four excellent and well-broked steeds of Satyaki that were of the Sindho 
bre«l. Owning a standard decked with gold, and adorned with golden mail 
Kritavarman, sinking his formidable bow whose staff was decked with 
gold, thus checked Yuyudhana with shafts equips with golden wing* Then 
the grandson of Stni, desirous of seeing Dhananjaya, sped with great 
activity eight arrows at Kritavarman. *lhat scorcher of foes then, do* ply 
pierced by that mighty foe,— that invincible warrior,— began to tremble like 
a hill during an earthquake. After this, Satyaki, of prowess incapable of 
being baffled, speedily pierced KriUvarman's four steeds with three and 
sixty keen arrows, and his driver also with seven. Indeed Satyaki, then 
aiming another arrow of golden wings, that emitted blaring flames and 
resembled an angry snake or the rod of the Destroyer himself, pierced 
KritAvanmn there. That terrible arrow, penetrating through his antagonist's 
effulgent armour decked with gold, entered the E.itib, dyed with blood. 
Afflicted with the shafts of Satwata, and bathed in Mood in that battle, 
Kritavarman throwing aside his bow with arrow, fell upon his cat . 4 That 
lion-soothed hero of immeasurable prowess, that bull among men, afflicted by 
Satyaki with his arrows, fell on hi* knees upon the terrace of hi* car. Hav- 
ing thu* resisted Kritavarman who resembled the thousand armed Arjunn 
uf old or Ocean him self of immeasurable might, Satyaki proceeded onward*. 
Passing through Kritivarman’s division bristling with sword* and dirts and 
bows, and abounding with elephant* and steeds and carsi and the ground 
under whose feet was rendered awful in consequence of the blnod shod by 
foremost of Kshatriyas numbering by hundred*, that bull among the Sinis 
proceeded onwards in the very sights of all die troops, like the stayer r>f 
Vritra through the Asura array. • Meanwhile the mighty son of Hridika, 
taking up another huge bow, stayed where he was, resisting Pundavas in 
battle . 1 M 



4 Utiamai, though it occurs in all the texts, is an error. Utiam e seems 
to me to be the correct reading — T. 
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SECTION CXVIT. 

‘*Sanjaya said,— 'While the < Kutu ) host was made to tremble by the 
grandson of Sini in those places ( through which he proceeded ), the son 
of BhamdwAH covered him with a dense shower of arrows. The encounter 
that then took place between Drona and SatwaU in the very sight of 
all the troops was extremely fierce like that between Vali and Vasava 
( in days of old }. Then Drona pierced the grandson of Sini on the 
forehead with thice beautiful arrows made entirely of iron and resembling 
makes of virulent poison. Thus pierced on the forehead with those straight 
shafts Yuyudhana, O king, looked beautiful like a mountain with three 
summits. The son of tlharadwa )a, always on the alert for an opportunity, 
then aped in that battle many other arrows at Sat yak i which resembled 
the roar of Indra's thunder. Then he of Diaarha’s race, acquainted with 
the highest weapons cut olT all those arrows shot from Dwna's bow, 
with two beautifully winged arrows of hia. Beholding that lightness of 
luind ( in Sityaki ), Drona, O king, smiling the while, suddenly pierced 
that bull among the Sinis with thirty arrows. Surpassing by his own 
lightness the lightness of Yuyudhana, Drona once more pierced the latter 
with fifty arrows and then with a hundred. Indeed, those mangling 
arrow*, O king, iasued from Drona’a car like vigorous snakes in wrath 
iisuing through an ant-hill. Similarly, blood drinking arrows shot by 
Yuyudhana in hundred* and thousand* covered the car of -Drona. We 
did not mark any difference, however, between the lightness of hand 
displayed by that foremost of regenerate ones and that displayed by him 
of the Sitwita race. Indeed, in this respert both those bulla among men 
were equal. Then Sityaki, inflamed with wrath, stnick Drona with nine 
straight arrows. And he struck Drona'a standard also with many sharp 
shafts. And in the sight of Bharadwaja, he pierced the latter's driver 
a!#) with a hundred arrows Beholding the lightness of lund di«pUyed by 
Yuyudhana, the mighty car-warrior Drona piercing Yuyudliana's driter 
with seventy shafts, and each of hia (four ) steeds with three, cut off 
with a single arrow the standard that stood on Madhava's car. With 
another broadheaded armw equipt with featheTs and with wings of gold, 
he cut off in that battle the how of that illustrious hero of Madhu’s 
race. Thereupon the mighty car-warrior Satyaki, excited with wrath, laid 
aside that bow, and taking up a huge mace, hurled it at the »n of 
Bharadwala. Droru, however, with many arrow* of diverse farms, resisted 
that mace made of iron and twined round with strings, as it coursed 
impetuously towards him. Then Satyaki, of pcowem incapable of being 
baifted, took up another bow and pierced the heroic son of Bharadwaja 
with many arrows whetted on stone. Piercing Drona theTc with in that 
battle, Yuyudhana uttered a Vonine shout, Drona, however, that foremost 
of all wielders of weapons, waa unable to brook that roar. Taking up 
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a dart made of iron and equip* with a golden staff, Drona sped it pukkOy 
at the car of Madhava. That dart, however, fatal as Death, without 
touching the grandson of Sini, pierced through the kiier , s car and entered 
the Earth with a fierce noise. The grandson of Sini then, O king, pierced 
Drona with many winged arrows. Indeed, striking him on the right ami, 
Satyaki. O bull of Bharau's race, afflicted him greatly l Drona also, in 
that battle, O king, cut off the huge bow uf Madhava with a crescent* 
sliapcd arrow and smote the latter's driver with a dart. Struck with that 
dart, Yuyudbona’s driver swooned away and for a while lay motionless on the 
terrace of the car. Then, O monarch, Satyaki, acting as bis own driver, 
achieved a superhuman feat, inasmuch as be continued tu fight with Drona 
and Isold the reins himself. Thco the mighty car*wanior Yuyudhana 

struck that Brahm&na with a hundred arrows in tlut battle, and rejoiced 
exceedingly, O monarch, at the leal he achieved. Then Drona, O IMurata, 
aped at Satyaki five arrows. Those fierce arrows, piercing Satyaki’s armour, 
drank his blood in that battle. Thos pierced with those frightful arrow?, 
Satyaki became inflamed with wrath. In return that hero shot many 

shafts at him of the golden car. Then felling on the Earth with a single 
shaft the driver of Drona. he caused next, w.th his arrows, those driverless 
steeds of his antagonist to fly away. Thereupon that car was dragged to 
a distance. Indeed, the bright chariot of Drona, O king, began to trace a 
thousand circles in the field 'of cattle like a San in motion. Then all 
the kings and princes ( of the Kaurova host ) made a loud uproar, exclaim- 
ing, — Run, Rush, Scire the steeds of Drona !— Quickly abandoning 
Satyaki in that battle, O monarch, all those mighty car warriors rushed 
to the place where Drona was. Beholding those car-warriors run away 
afflicted with the arrows of Satyaki, thy troops once more broke and 
became exceedingly cheeriest*. Meanwhile Drona, once more proceeding 

to the gate of the array, took up his station there, borne away ( from 
Satyaki's presence ) by those atteds, licet as the wind, that had been 
afflicted with the shafts of the VrisUni hero. The valiant son of Bharadwaja, 
beholding the array broken ( in his absence ) by tbc Pandavas and the 
PanchaUs, made no endeavour to follow the grandson of Sini, but 
employed himsell in protecting his ( broken ) array. Checking the Pandavas 
and the Panchalas then, tbc Dfuna fire, blaring up in wrath, stayed 
there, consuming everythin/, like the Sun dial rises at the end of the 
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SECTION CXVin 

“Sanjaya aid,— 'Having vanquished Prom and other waniur* of ihy 
army headed by the son of Hridika, that foremost of men ns., that 
boll amongst the Sinis, O foremost onu of the Kurus laughing aul 
unto his charioteer, — Our foes, 0 A fa, had already been consumed by 
Kesava and Phalguna I In vanquishing them ( again ), we have only 
been the { ostensible ) means ! Already akin by that bull among men, vt\ 
the son of the celestial chief, wc have but slain the slain '—Saying these 
words unto bis charioteer, that bull amungit lire Sin is, that (uremosl of 
bowmen that slayer of hostile heroes, that mighty warrior, scattering 
with great force bis Arrow* all around in that dreadful battle, proceeded 
like a hawk in search of prey. The Kuru warriors, although they attacked 
him from all sides, succeeded not in resisting that foremost of car* 
warriors resembling the Sun himself of a thousand rays, that foienv'it 
of men, who, having pierced the Kaurava ranks, was | me ceding, 
bornr by three excellent siccdi ol his that were whitu at the moon or 
a conch. Indeed, O Bharat*, none amongst ihoso that fought on thy 
side coukJ resist Yuyudluna of iitcassltbtc prowuss, uf niiglit incajuldc of 
impairment, of valour equal to that of him of a thousand eyes, and 
looking like the autumnal Sun in the firmament. Then that foremost 
of king, fir., Sudarsana, conversant with all mode* of uarlare, clad in 
golden coat of mail, armed with bow and arrows, and filled with rage, 
advanced again?* the rushing Satpki and endenvuured to check his 
course. Then the encounter that took pUce between them was fierce in the 
extreme. And both thy warriors and the Somakos, O king, highly 
applauded the encounter between Vritm and Vawva. Sudarsana endeavoured 
to pierce that foremost one of the SatwataV in that battle, with 
hundreds of keen shafts. That bull among the Sinis, however, O king, 
cut off all those shafts before they could reach him. Similarly, Sudarsana, 
stationed on his foremost of cars, cut off. by means of his own excellent 
shafts, in two or three fragments, all the shafts that Satyaki reaembting 
lodra himself sped at him. Beholding his shafts baffled by the force 
of Satyaki’s shafts, Sudanana of fierce energy, as if to consume < his 
foe \ wrath fully shot beautiful arrows winged with gold- And once 

more he pierced his enemy with three beautiful arrows resembling fire 
itself and equip* with wings of gold, shot from his how-suing drawn to 
the car. These, piercing through Sutyaki's armour, penetrated into live latter's 
body. Similarly, that prince ( ni, Sudarsana ), aiming four other blaring 
arrows, smote therewith the four steeds of Satyaki that were white as 
silver in hue. Thus afflicted by him the grandson of Sini, endued with 
great activity and possessed of prowess equal tu that of India himself, 
speedily slew with bis keen shafts the steeds of Sudarjamt and uttered 
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a loud roar. Then cutting of? with a bread-headed arrow endued with the 
force of Sakra’s thunder, tud head of Sudarnna's driver, that forenr.jst 
one amongst tbe Sinix, with a raior-taccd arrow resembling die Yuga fire, 
cut of? from Sudarsana'a trunk his head graced with ear-tings, resembl- 
ing the moon at full, and decked with an exceedingly radiant face, 
like the wicldcr of the thunder, O king, in days okl, forcibly cutting off the 
head of the mighty Vala in battle 1 That high-souled bull among the 
Yadus then, endued with great activity thus slain that grandson of a 
prince, became filled with delight and shone resplendent. 0 monarch, like 
the chief of the celestials himself. Yuyudhana then, that hero among 
men, proceeded Along tbe track by which Arjuna had passed before him, 
checking ( as he went ) by means of clouds of shafts, all thy uoo|it, and 
riding on that same car of his, 0 king, unto which were yoked those 
excellent steeds, and filling everybody with amazement AH the foremost 
of warriors there, assembled together, applauded thit foremost of amazing 
feats achieved by him, for he consumed all foes that came within reach 
of his arrows like a conflagration consuming everything in its way.’ “ 



SECTION CXIX. 

"Sin jay* said, — ‘Then that bull of Vrishni's race. Pit , the hsgb*souled 
Satyaki of great intelligence, having slain Sudirsana, unce mure addressed 
his driver, saying, — Having forded through the almost unfordable ocean 
of Druru’s division teeming with cars and steeds and elephanu, whose 
waves are constituted by arrows and darts, fishes by swurds and scimitars, 
and alligators by maces, which roar with the whiz of shafts and the 
clash of diverse weapons,— an ocean that is fierce and destructive of life 
and resounds with the noise of diverse musical instruments, whose touch 
is unpleasant and unbearable to warriors of victory, and whose margent 
is infested by fierce cannibals represented by the force of ULuandhs , — 1 
think the portion of the array that remains may easily be forded like 
a miserable stream of shallow water. Urge thou the steeds, therefore, 
without fear ! I think I am very near to Savyaaadnm' Having vanquished 
in battle the invincible Drona with his followers, and that foremast of 
warriors, m*., the son of Hridika. I think I cannot be distant from 
Dbananjaya. Fear never comes to my heart even if I behold countless 
foes before me 1 These to me are like a heap of straw and glass to 
a blazing conflagration in the woods. Behold, the track by which the 
diadem-decked ( Arjuna >, that foremost one among the Pandavas, hath 
gone, is rendered uneven with large bodies of foot soldiers and steeds 
and car-warrior? and elephants lying slain on the ground ! Behold, routed 
by that high-souled warrior, the Kaurava army is flying away ! Behold, 
O charioteer, a dark brown dust is raised by those retreating can and 
33 
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elephants and steeds ! I think I im rtr y near to Arjuna of white steeds 
haring Krishna for his charioteer 1 Hark, the well-known twang of 
GanJiv* of immeas arable energy is being beard ! From the character 

of the omens that appear to my view, I am sure that Arjuna will slay 
the ruler of the Sindhus before the Sun sets. Without causing their 
strength to be spent, urge the steeds dowly to where those hostile ranks 
arc staying that is to where yonder warriors headed by Duryodhana, 
their hands cased in leathern fences, and yonder Kamvojas of fierce 
deeds, clad in mail and difficult of defeat in battle, and those Yavanas 
armed with lx>w and arrows and skilled in smiting, and under Sakas 
and DaTadas and Barbaras and TaroraJiptakas, and other countless 
Mfeahai armed with diverie weapons, arc,— to the spot ( I repeat ) 
where, indeed, yonder warriors headed by Duryodhana, their hands cased 
in leathern fences, — are waiting with their faces turned towards me and 
inspired with the resolution of battling with me ! Regard me to have 
already passed through tins fierce fastness, O Safa, having slain in battle 
all these combatants with cars and elephants and steeds and foot-soldiers 
that are axnongst them ! — 

M The charioteer, thus addressed, said,— O thou of Vrisbni's raoe, fear 
1 have none, O thou of prowess that cannot be baffled I If thou hast 
before thee Jamadagni's son himself in wrath, or Drona, that foremost 
Of car-warriors, or the ruler of the Madias himself, even then fear doth 
not enter my heart, O thou of mighty arms, as long as 1 am under the 
shadow of thy protection ! O slayer of foes, countless Kamvoyas, clad 
in mail, of fierce deeds, and difficult of defeat in battle, have already 
been vanquished by lhee, as also many Yaranas armed with bow and 
arrows and accomplished in smiting, including Sakos and Daradas and 
TamralipUkai, and many other Afltuhat armed with various weapons. 
Never before did I experience fear in any battle 1 Why shall I, therefore, 
O thou of great courage, experience any fear in this miseroble fray ?* 
O thou that art blessed with length of days, by which way shall I take 
thee to where Dhananjaya is? With whom lust thou been angry, O 
thou of Vrisfiofa race ? Who arc they for whom Death waits ? Who 
are they that desire to repair today to the abode of Yama ? Who aTc 
they that will fly away from battle, beholding thee endued with such 
prowess, resembling the Destroyer himself as he appears at the end of 

the Yaga, and putting forth that prowess of thine ( against thy foes ) ? 

0 tbou of mighty arms, who are they of whom king Vaivaswat is thinking 
today ?— * 

“ ‘Salyaki said,— Like Vaiava destroying the Danavc jr, 1 shall slay 

these warriors with shaved heads. By slaying these Kamvojas I will fulfil 



♦ Literally rendered, the expression is, *in this battle that is like the vestige 
of a cow's hoof r-T. 
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my vow f Bear me thither ! Causing a great carnage amongst these, I shall 
today repair to the dear son of Pandu ! The Kauravas with Suyodhana 
at their head win today behold ray prowess, when this division of Mluck*s % 
of shaved heads, will have been exterminated and the whole Kaurara 
army put to the greatest distress ! Hearing the loud wails of the Kaarava 
host today while mangled and broken by me in battle, Suyodhana will 
be inspired with grief I Today I shall show unto my preceptor, the 
high-sou led Pandava of white steeds, the skill in weapons acquired by me 
from him 1 Beholding today thousands of foremost warriors slain with my 
arrows, king Duryodhana will be plunged into great grief 1 The Kaurav.is 
will today behofid the bow in my hands to Tcscmble a circle of fire when, 
light-handed as 1 will stretch the bowstring for shooting my holt of 
shafts. Beholding the incessant slaughter of his troops today, their bodies 
covered with blood and pierced all over with my shafts, Suyodhana 
will he filled with grief ! While 1 shall stay in wrath the foremost of 
Kuni warriors, Suyodhana will today behold to count two Arjunas I 
Beholding thousand* of kings slain by me in battle, king Duryodhana 
will be filled with grief in today’s great battle 1 Slaying thousands of 
kings today I will show my love and devotion to those high-souled ones, 
nV, the royal sons of Pandu ! The Kauiavas will know today the 
measure of my might and energy, and my gratefulness ( to the Pondvas ) I 
,4 Sanjava continued,— Thus addressed, the charioteer urged to their 
utmost speed those well-trained coursers of delightful pace and the Ivjo 

of the moon. Those excellent animals, endued with the speed of the 

wind or thought, proceeded devouring the very sktes, and bore Yuyudhana 
to tbc spot where those Yavanas were. Thereupon the Yavanas, many 
in number and endued with lightness of hands, approaching the unretreat- 
ing Satyaki. covered him with showers of arrows. Tbe rushing Satyaki. 
however, 0 king, cut off, by means of bis own straight arrows, all those 
shafts and weapons of the Yavanas. Inflamed with wrath, Yuyudhana 
then, with his straight shaft j of great sharpness winged with gold and 
vulturine feathers, cut off the Ifceads and arms of those Yavanas. Many 
of those arrows, again, piercing through their coats of mail made of (Ton 

and brass, entered the Earth. Struck by the brave Satyaki in that battle, 

the MUcckat began to fall down on the Earth in hundreds deprived 
of life. With his arrows shot in continuous lines from his bow drawn to 
its tallest stretch, that hero begin to slay five, six, seven, or eight Yavw 
nas at a time* Thousands of Kamvojas, and Sakas, and Barbaras, were 
similarly slain by Satyaki. Indeed, the grandson of Sini, causing a great 
carnage among thy troops, made the Earth impassable and miry with 
flesh and bleed. The field of battle was strewn the head-gears of those 
rubbers and their shaved beads too that looked, in consequence of their 
long beards, like (fatherless birds. Indeed, Use field of battle covered 
with headless trunks dyed all over with blood, looked beautiful like the 
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welkin covered with coppery clouds- SUin by Satwata by meins of hsi 
uraight shafts whose touch resembled that of Indru’s thunder, the Yavanas 
covered the surface of the Earth. The small remnant of those mail-clad 
troops, vanquished in battle. O Icing, by Saint*, becoming checrle.8, 
their lives an the point of being taken, broke and urging their steeds 
with goads and whips tn their utmost speed, hied from feat in all 
directions. Routing the invincible Kamvoja host in battle, O Bliarata, 
is also that host of tbc Yavana* and that large force of the Salcat, Ui*t 
tiger among men wlio had penetrated into tliy army, tut. Sutyaki, of 
prowess incapable ol being baffled, frowned with victory, urged his 
charioteer, saymr,— Proceed I— Beholding that feat of his in battle, never 
before achieved by any one else, the Char anas ami the Ga*dAarvas 
.ipjiJuided him highly. Indeed. O king, the Cha>\wat t as also thy warriors, 
beholding Yuyudhana thus proceed for aiding Arjuna, became filled with 
delight (at his heroism).* M 



SECTION CKX 

'Saniya said,— ‘Having vanquished the Yavanas and the Kamvojas 
that foremost of car-warriors, -ir., Yoyudhann, proceeded towards Arjuna, 
right through the midst of thy trtoi*. T.ikc n hunter slaying deer. Out 
tiger among men, (rii , Satyaki), endued with beautiful teeth, chid in 
excellent armour, and owning a beautiful standard, dew the Kaurava 
troops and inspired them with fear. Pror«eding on his car, be shook 
his bow with great force, that bow the back of whose staff was decked 
with gold, whose toughness was great, and which wa3 adorned with many 
golden moans. His arms decked with golden Aagadai, his bead-gear 
adorned with gold, his body clad in gulden mail, his standard and 
bow also embellished with gold, that lieco shone like the summit of 
Mcru. Himself shedding such effulgence, and bearing that circular bow 
>q his band, he looked like a second Sun in autumn. That bull among 
men, possessing the shoulders and tread and ryes of a bull, looked in 
the midst of thy troops, like a bull in 1 cowpen. Thy warriors approached 
him from desire of slaughter like tigers approaching the leader, with rent 
tempies, of an elephantine herd standing proudly in tie midst of 
his herd, resembling as he did and possessed as he was of the tread 
of an infuriate elephant Indeed, after he had passed through Drona's 
division, and the unfordable division of the Bhojas, after he had forded 
through the sea ol Jalasandha’s troops as also the host of the Kamvojas, 
after he bad reaped the alligator constituted by Hridika's son, after 
he had traversed those ocean-like boats, many car-warriors of thy army, 
exetteu with wrath, surrounded Satyaki. And Dnryodhana and Chit men* 
and Djssasann and Vivinyiati, and Sakuni and Dusaaha, and the youthful 
Durdharshana, and Kraiha, and many other brave warriors well conversnnl 
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with »w pons and difficult of defeat, raihfully followed Satyaki frDen 
behind as he proceeded onwards. Then, O sire, loud was the 
uproar tliat arose among thy troops resembling tliat of the 

Ocean itself at full tide when lashed into fury by the tempest. Beholding 
all those warriors rushing at him, that bull among the Sinis smilingly 
addressed his charioteer, saying— Proceed slowly. Tbe Dhartarashtra 
force, swelling {with rage and pridcj, and teeming with elephants and steeds 
and cars and foot-soldiers, that is rushing with speed towards me, filling 
the ten points of the compass with the deep rear of its cars, O charioteer, 
and causing the Earth, the welkin, and the very seas, to tremble therewith,— 
this sea of troop*, O driver, I will resist in great battle, like the continent 
resisting the ocean swelling to us utmost height at full moon ! Behold, 
O charioteer, my pro wen which is equal to that of Indra himself in great 
battle l l will consume this hostile force by means of my whetted arrows l 
Leha’d those foot-soldiers and horsemen and car-warriors and elephants 
slain by me in thousands, their bodies pierced with my fiery arrows 1— 
While saying these words (unto his charioteer), those combatants, from 
desire of battle, speedily came before Sityaki of immeasurable prowess. 
They made a loud noise, saying as they conic, — Slay, Rush, Wait, See, 
See 1 — -Of those brave warrior* that said thwc words, Satyaki, by means 
of his sharp arrows, slew three hundred horsemen and four hundred 
elephants. The passire at arms bet Keen those united bowmen {on the 
one side) and Satyaki (on the other) was exceedingly fierce, resembling 
that between the gods and the Asurat (in days of oM)i An awful carnage 
set in. The grandson of Sini received with his shaft? resembling snakes 
of virulent poison that force, O sire, of thy son which looked like a mass 
of clouds. Shrouding every side, in that battle with his arrowy down- 
pour?, that valiant hero, O monarch, fearlessly slew a large number of chy 
troops. Exceedingly wonderful, O king, was tint sight that I witnessed 
there, in., that not one arrow even, O loed, of Satyaki failed of effect ! 
That sea of troop*, abounding with cars and elephan*.* and steeds and full 
uf waves ooiutilulcd by foot-soldiers stood still as soon as it cime in contact 
with the Satyaki continent. That host consisting of panic-struck com- 
batants and elephants and steeds, slaughtered on all sides by Sityaki 
with his shafts repeatedly turned round, and wandered hither and thither 
like a herd of kinc afflicted with the chilling blasts of winter. We saw 
not the foot-soldier or car-warrior or elephant or hurser.ian or steed that 
was not struck with Vuyudham’s arrows. Not even Phalguna, O 
king, had caused inch a carnage there as Satyaki, O monarch, 
then caused among those troops 1 That bull among ruen. 

r»3 tbe dauntless grandson of Sini, endued with great lightness of 
hand and displaying the utmost skill, nghtetli, surpassing Arjuoa himself. 
Then king Dwyodhana pierced the charioteer uf Satwata with three keen 
shafts and his four steeds with four shafts. And he pierced Satyaki him 
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self with three arrows and once lgain with eight And Dumsana pierced 
that bull muong the Sin is with sixteen arrows. And Sakuni pierced him 
with five and twenty anows and Cbitrasena with five. And Dussah* pierced 
Satyaki in the cbeit with five and ten arrows. That tiger amongst the Vrishnis 
then, thus struck with their arrows, proudly pierced every one of them, O 
monarch, with three arrows. Deeply piercing all his foes with shafts 
endued with great energy, the grand*** of Sini, possessed of great activity 
and prowess, careered on the field with I be activity of a hawk. Cutting 
off the bow of Suvala's son and also the leathern fence that cased his hand, 
Yuyudharu pierced Duryodhana in the centre of the chest with three shafts. 
And he pierced Chitrasena with a hundred arrows, and Duasaha with ten. 
And that bull of Sini'* race then pierced Dussasara with twenty arrows. 
Thy brotlieT-in-Uw (Sakuni) then, O king, taking up another bow, pierced 
Satyaki with eight arrows and once more with five. And Duasasana pierced 
him with three. And Durtnukha, O king, pierced Satyaki with a doren shafts. 
And Duryodhana, having pierced Madhava with three and seventy arrows, 
then pierced his charioteer with three keen shaft*. Then Satyaki pierced 
each of those brave and mighty car-warriors vigorously contending in battle 
together, with five shafts in return. Then that foremost of car-wmiors, 
(eiY, Yuyudhana), speedily struck thy son's charioteer with a broad- 
beaded shaft, whereupon the latter deprived of life, fell down 
on the Earth. Upon the fall of the charioteer, O lord, thy 
son's car was taken awiy from the battle by the steeds yoked 
thereto, with the speed of the wind. Then thy sons, O king, and the other 
warriors, 0 monarch, setting their eyes, on the king’s car, fled away in 
hundreds. Beholding that host fly away, O Bbarata, Satyaki covered it 
with sbowara of keen shafts whetted on stone and equipt with wings of 
gold. Routing all thy combatants counting by thousands, Satyaki. O king, 
proceeded towards the car of Arjuna. Indeed, thy troops worshipped 
Yuyudhana, beholding him shooting arrows and protecting his charioteer 
and himself as he fought in battle.' " 



SECTION CXXl. 

M Dhriurasbtr* said, — 'Beholding the grandson of Sini proceeding towards 
Arjuna, grinding as be went that Urge force, what, indeed, O Sanjaya, did 
those shameless sons of mine do ? When Yuyodhana who is equal to 
Savyasachin himself was before them, how, indeed, could those wretches, that 
were on the point of death, set their hearts upon battle ? What also did all 
those Kihatriyas, vanquished in battle, then do ? How, indeed, could 
Satyaki of world-wide renown pass through them in battle ? How also, O 
Sanjaya, when my sons were alive, could the grandson of Sini go to battle ? 
Tell me all this ! This is exceedingly wonderful, 0 sire, that I have- heard 
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from dice, off., ibis encounter between one and the many, the latter, again, 
being all mighty car-warriors ! O Sufa,\ think Destiny is now unpeopitious 
to my sons, since so many mighty car-warriors have been skin by that one 
warrior of the Satwata race 1 Alas, O Sanjaya, ray army is no match for even 
one warrior, tvs., Yuyadbana, inflamed with wrath ! Let all the Pandavas 
bang up these weapons !♦ Vanquishing in battle Drona himself who is skilled 
in weapons and conversant with ali modes of warfare, Satyaki will slay my sons 
like a lion slaying smaller animals ! Numerous heroes, of whom Kritavarman 
is the first, contending vigorously in battle, could not slay Yuyudhana ! The 
latter, without doubt, will slay my sons ! Phalguna himself fought not in 
the manner in which the renowned grandson of Sim has fought l 1 

“Saniya said,— 'All this, O king, has been brought about by thy evil 
counsels and the acts of Dmyodhaiu I Listen attentively to what, O Bharata, 
1 say unto thee I * At the command of thy ton, the Samsaftakas, rallying, 
all resolved upon fighting fiercely. Three thousand bowmen headed by 
Duryodbana, with a number of S*kas and Kamvojas and Vahlikas and 
Yav&nas and Parad&a, and Kalingas and Tanganas and Amvashthas and 
Pisachas and Barbaras and mountaineer*, O monarch, inflamed with rage and 
armed with stones, all rushed against the grandson of Sini like insects against 
a Maying fire. Five hundred other warriors, O king, similarly rushed against 
Satyaki. t And another mighty body consisting of thousand cars, a hundred 
great car-warriors, a thousand elephants, two thousand horses, and countless 
foot-soldiers, also rushed against the grandsan uf Sini.? Dussasana, O 
Bharata, urging all those warriors, saying,— Slay him, — surrounded Satyaki 
therewith Grand and wonderful was the conduct that we then beheld 
of Sim's grandson, inasmuch as alone he fought fearlessly with those 
innumerable foes. And he slew that enure body of cars and that 
elephant force, and all those horsemen and that entire body of robbers. 
Like the autumnal firmament bespangled with stars, live field of bailie 
there became strewn wish car-wheels broken and crushed by means of 
liis mighty weapons, with innumerable Akskas and beautilul car-shafts 
rrduced to fragments, with crushed elephants and fallen standards, with 
coaU of mail and shields scattered all about, with garlands and ornaments 
and Tobes and Amisksrskss, Q sire 1 Many foremost of elephants, huge 
as hills, and bora the race of Anjana or Vamana, O Bharata, or in 
other races, many foremost of tuskers. O king, lay there on the ground, 
deprived of life l And Satyaki slew, 0 monarch, many foremost of 
steeds of the Yanayu, the mountain, the Kamvuja and the Valhika 



4 Literally, '‘Let all the Pandavas remain inactive P — T. 
t The Bombay teat has a different reading.— T. 

J The Bengal reading ParmntaPa is vicious. The Bombay text read* 

FatU syip.—T. 
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breeds. And the grandson of Sini also slew fuct-soWiera there, in hun- 
dreds and thousands, born In various realms and belonging to various 
nations. Whilst those soldiers were being thus slaughtered, DussasanB, 
addressing the robbers said, — Ye warriors unacquainted with morality, fight 3 
Why do you retreat ?— Behol 'ing them run away without plying any 
heed to his words, thy sun Dusiaaavu urged on the brave mountaineers 
skilled in fighting with tones, saying,— Ye are accomplished in battling 
with stones I Satyaki is ignorant of this mode of warfare l Slay ye, 
tbcreloTe, that warrior who though desirous of battle is ignorant of 
your mode of fight ! The Kauraras also are all unacquainted with this 

mode of battle* Rush ye at Sityaki I Do not fear ! Satyaki will nut 
be able to approach you I— Thus urged, those Kshatriyas dwelling on the 
mountains, all acquainted with the metltod of fighting with stones, rushed 
towards the grandson of Sini like ministers towards a king. Those 
denixena of the mountain then, with stones huge as elephants* heads 
uplifted in their hands, stood before Yuyudhsna in that battle. Other 6 , 
urged by thy son, and desirous of slaying Satwata, encompassed the 
latter on all sides, armed with missiles. Then Satyaki, aiming at those 
warriors rushing at him from desire of fighting with stones, sped at them 
showers of keen shafts. That bull autongat the Sinis, with those shafts 
looking like snakes, cut into fragments that dense shower of Hones thrown 
by the mountaineers The fragments of those scones, lonking like a 
swarm of blazing fire-flies, slew many combatants there, whereupon, O 
sire, cries of *4 and alat arose on the field. Then, again, five hundred 
brave warriors with huge stones uplifted in thc*r hands, fell down, O 
king, on the ground, their arms cut oft And once mure a fi II thousand, 
and again a hundred thousand, amongst others* fell down without being 
able to approach Satyaki, their arms with stones still in grasp cut off 
by him. Indeed, Satyaki slew many thousands of those warriors fighting 
with stones. All this seemed exceedingly wonderful Then many of them, 
returning to the fight* hurled at Satyaki showers of stones. And armed with 
swxirds and lances many Daradas and Tangavus and Rhasas and I-ampakas 
and Pulindas, hurled their weapons at him. Satyaki. however well conversant 
willi the application of weapons, cut off those stones and weapons by means 
of his shafts. Those stones while being pierced, broken in the. welkin by 
Satyski's whetted shafts, produced a fierce noise, at which many car-warnnrx 
and steeds ar.d elephants fled away from baule. And struck with the fragments 
of those stones, men and elephants and steeds, became incapable of staying 
in battle, for they felt as if they were bit by wasps- The sma 1 remnant of 
the elephants (that had attacked Satyaki), covered with blood, their heads 
and frontal globes split open, then fled away from Yuyudhana’s car. Then 
there arose among thy troops, O sire, while they were being thus grinded by 
Madliava, a noise like that of the ocean at full tide. Heating that great 
uproar, Drona, addressing his charioteer, said,— O Sata , that great car-waruvr 
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of the Satwaia t ace, excited mill) wrath, is tearing our army into diverse 
fragment*, and careering in battle like tbe Destroyer himself ! Take thou 
the car to that spat whence this furious uproar is being heard l Without 
doubt, Yuyudhana b engaged with the mountaineers who battle with stones' 
Our car-warriors are seen also to be borne away by their wildly running steeds 
Many amongst them, weaponless and armourless and wounded, are falling 
down l The charioteers are unable to check their steeds as those are 
rushing wildly !— Hearing these words of Bbaiadwaja's son, the charioteer 
said unto Droca, that foremost of all wieldera of weapons, — Tbou blest 
with length of days, the Kaurava troops are flying away ! Behold, our 
warriors, routed (by the foe), are flying in all directions 1 There again, 
those heroes, rw , the Panchabs and the Pandav*s, united together, are 
rushing from all aides from desare of slaughtering thee ! O chastiser of 
foes, do thou determine which of these tasks should first demand attention I 
Should we stay here (to meet the advancing Pandavas,) or slioukl we 
proceed (towards Satyaki) ? As regards Satyaki, he ia now 

far ahead of us I— While the charioteer, O sire, was speaking thus 
unto RhanulwaJ&’s ton, the grandson of Sun suddenly appeared to the view, 
engaged in slaughtering a Urge number of car- warriors. Those troope of 
thine, while being thus slaughtered by Yujudhana in battle, fled away 
from Yuyudhana’g car towards where Drona’s division was. Those (other) 
car-wamors also with whom Dussasana had proceeded, all struck with 
panic, similarly rushed to the spot where Droua’s car was seen.’ ,r 



SECTION CXXli, 

“Sanjaya said,— Beholding Dusaasaua's car staying near his, the son 
of Blkiradwaja, addressing Dussasana, said these words,— Why, 0 Dusias&na, 
ore all these cars flying away ? Is the king well ? Doth the ruler of 
the Sindhus yet lire ? Thou art a prince ! Thou art a brother of the 
king l Thou art a mighty car-warrior I Why dost thou fly away from 
battle ! (Securing the throne to thy brother) become thou that Prince- 
Regent l Thou hadst formerly said unto Draupadi — [Thou art our slave, 
basing been won by us at dice I Without being confined to Lh> husband, 
cast aside thy chastity 1 Be tbou a bearer of robes to the king my 
eldest brother ! Thy husbands are all dead 1 They are as worthless as 
grains of se*amum without kernel ! ] — Having ssid these words 

then, why, O Duss&sana, dost thou fly from battle now ? Having 
thyself provoked such fierce hostilities with the Panchala* and the Pandavax, 
why art ibou afeard in battle in the presence of Satyaki alcne ? Taking up 
the dice on tbe occasion of the gambling match, couldst thou not divine 
that those dice then haudled by thee would soon transform themselves into 
34 
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fierce shaft* resembling snake* of virulent poison ? It was thou that had* 
former!) applied diverse abusive epithets towards the Pandavas ! Tho 
woes of Draupadi have thee for their root ! Where now is that pride, 
that insolence, that brag of thine ? Why dost thou fly, having 
angered the Pandavas that resemble snakes of virulent poison ? When 
thou, that art a brave brother of Suyodbana, are intent on flight, without 
doubt, both king Sujodhana and this Bharata army are to be pitied ! 
Without doubt, 0 hero, thou should* today protect, rely on the energy of 
thy own arms, this routed and panic-struck Kaurava host ! Without doing 
this, thou, however, forsakes! the bettle in fear and enhancest the Joy 
nf thy foes I 0 slayer of foe«, when tliou that art the leader of thy host fliest 
away thus, who eise will stay in battle ? When thou, its refuge, frightened, 
who is there that will not be (tightened ? Fighting with that single warrior 
of the Satwata race, thy heart is inclined towards flight from battle ! What, 
however, O Kaurava, wilt thou do when thou wilt see the wielder of GanJita 
in battle, or Bhimasens, or the twins (Nakula and Sihadeva) ? The shafts 

of Sityaki, frightened by which thou seekert safety in flight, are scarcely 

equal to those of Phalguna in battle that resemble the Sun or the fire in 
splendour ? If thy heart is firmly bent on flight, let the sovereignly ol 
the Earth then, upon the conclusion of peace, be given to king Yudhishihira 
tlse Just ! Before the shafts of Phalguna, resembling snakes freed from 
their sloughs, enter thy body, make peace with the Pandavai I Before 

the high-sou'ed Parthas, slaying thy hundred brother* in battle, wrest the 

Earth by force, make peace with the Pandavas ! Before king Yudbi- 
ihtbba i* enraged, and Krishna also, that defighter in battle, make peace 
with the PandavBt I Before the mighty armed Bhima, penetrating into this 
vast host, seizes thy brothers, make peace with the Pandavas ! Bhishma 
formerly told thy brother Suyodbana,— [The Pandavas are unconquerable 
in battle t O amiable one, make peace with them I] — Thy wicked brother 
Suyodhana, however, did not do it Therefore, setting thy heart firmly 
on battle, fight vigorously with the Pandavas I Go quickly on thy car to the 
spot where Satyaki is. Without thee, O Bharata, this host will fly away t 
For the sake of thy own self, fight in haul* with Satyaki of prowess 
incapable of being balled I— Thus addressed (by Drona), tby son said 
not a word in reply. Feigning not to have beard the words (of Rharadwaja's 
son), Dussasana proceeded to the place where Satyaki wa*. Accompanied 
by a large force of unretr eating AfUttkat, and coming upon Satyaki in battle, 
Dusosana fought vigorously with that hero. Drona also, shat foremost of car- 
warriors, excited mtb wrath, rushed against (he Panchala* and tbe Pandavas, with 
middling speed. Penetrating into the midst of (he Pmidava host in that battle, 
Drona began to crash their warriors by hundreds and thousands. Ard 
Drum. O king, proclaiming his name in (hat battle, caused a great carnage 
among the Pandavas, the Panchalas, and the Matsyas. The illustrious 
Viraketu, tbe son of the ruler of the Panchalas, rushed against the son 
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of Bliaradwaj* w\ro thus cogged in vanquishing the Pandava ranks- 
Piercing Drona with five straight shafts that prince then pierced Drona'* 
standard with one shaft, and then his charioteer with seven. The sight 
that I then beheld, O monarch, in that battle, was exceedingly 
wonderful, inasmuch as Drona, though exerting himself vigorously, 
could not approach the prince of :hc Panchalas. Then, O sire, the 
Panchalas, beholding Drona checked in battle, surrounded the latter on 
all sides, O king, from desire of king Yudhisluhira’s victory. And 
those warriors then covered Drona along with showers of fiery shaft? 
and strong bnces and various other kinds of weapons, 0 king 1 Baffling 
then that dense shower of weapons by means of his own numerous 
shafts Like the wind driving away from the welkin masses of clouds, 
Drona looked exceedingly resplendent. Then that slayer of hostile heroes 
(rn., the son of Bharadwja), aimed a fierce shaft endued with the effulgence 
of the Sun or the fire, at the car of Viraketu. That shaft, 0 monarch, piercing 
through the prince of Panchala, quickly entered the Barth, bat lied in blood 
and blazing like a flams of fire. Then the prince of the Panchalas 
quickly fell down from his car like a CfuLmpaka tree uprooted by the wind 
falling down from a mountain summit. Upon the fall of that great bowman, 
that prince endued with great might, the Panchalas speedily encompass ed 
Drona on every side. Then Kliitraketu, and Sudhanwan, and Chitravarman, 
O Bharat*, and Chitraraiha also, all afflicted wish grief on account of their 
(slain) brother, together rushed against the son of Bharadwaja, desirous 
of battling with him, and shooting shafts (at him) like the clouds (paurinn) 
at the end of summer. Struck from all sides by those mighty carwarrioTs 
of royal lineage, that bull among Brahmanai mustered all bis energy and 
wrath for their destruction. Then Drona shot showers of shafts at them. 
Struck with those shafts of Drona shot from his bow to its fullest stretch 
those princes, O best of monarch*, became confounded and knew not 
what to do. The angry Drona, O Bharata, beholding thuse princes 
stupified smilingly deprived them of their stecd3 and charioteers and cars 
in that battle. Then the illustrious son of Bharadwaja, by means of his 
sharp arrows and broad-headed shafts, cut off their heads like a person 
plucking flowers from a tree. Deprived of life; those princes there, O king 
of great splendour, fell down from their earn, on the Earth, like the (slain) 
Daiteyas and DanaTai in the battle between the gods and the A suras in 
days of old. Having slain them in battle, O king, the valiant son of 
Bharadwaja shook his invincible bgw die hick of whose stuff was decked 
with gold. Beholding those mighty car-warriors, resembling the very celestials, 
among the Panchafas slain, Dhrishudyumna inflamed with rage, died tears in 
that battle. Excited with wrath, he ruwicd, in that encounter, against 
Drona's car. Then, O king, cries of woe suddenly arose there at the sight 
of Drona covered with arrows by the prince of Panchala. Completely 
shrouded by the bigb-soultd son of Prisbau, Drona, however, suffered 
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no pain. On the other hand, he continued to fight, smiling the while - 
The prince of the Panchalas then, furious with luge, struck Drona in the 
cheat with many straight shafts. Deeply pieTced by that mighty warrior, 
the illustrious son of Bbaradwaja sat down on the terrace of his car and 
went into a swoon. Beholding him in that condition, Dhrishtadyumna 
endued with gteat prowess and energy, laid aside his bow and quickly 
took up a sword- That mighty cat warrior then, speedily jumping down from 
his own car, mounted that of Bharariwaja, 0 sire, in no time, his eyes red in 
wrath and impelled by the desire of cutting Drona*s bead from off bis trunk. 
Meanwhile, the valiant Drona, regaining his senses, took up bis bow and 
seeing Dhrishtadyumna arrived so near him from desire of slaughter, began to 
pierce that mighty car-warrior with shafts measuring a span only in length 
and, therefore, fit to be used in dose fight Those arrows of the measure of 
a span and fit to be used in dose fight were known to Drona, O king ! And 
with them be succeeded in weakening Dhrishtadyumna. The might y 
Dhrishudyunma, struck with a Urge number of those arrows, quickly jumped 
down from Dtom's car. Then that hero of gTeat prowess, his impetuosity 
buffed, mounted upon hit own car and once more took up his large bow. 
And the mighty nr-warrioT Dhrishtadyumna once more began to pierce Drona 
in that battle. And Drona also, O monarch, began to pierce the sun of 
Prishata with hw arrows. Thereupon the battle that took place betneen Dtona 
and the prince of the Panchalas was wonderful in the extreme, like that be- 
tween Indra and Prahlada both desirous of the sovereignty of the three worlds. 
Both conversant with the ways of battle, they careered over the held, display- 
ing diverse motions of their cars and mangling each other with their shafts. 
And Drona and Prishau's son, rtnpifying the minds of the warriors, shot 
showers of shafts like two mighty clouds (pouring torrents of rain) in the 
rainy season And those illustrious warriors shrouded with their shafts the 
welkin, the points of the compass, and the Earth. And all creatures, nr., 
the Kshatriya*. O king, and all die other combatants there, highly applauded 
that battle between them. And the Panchalas, O king, loudly exclaimed,#— 
Without doubt, Drona, having encountered Dbrishthadyuinna in battle, will 
succumb to us !— Then Drona, in that battle, quickly cut off the head of 
Dbristadyumna’s charioteer like a person plucking a ripe fruit from a tree, 
then the steeds, O king, of the bigh-souled Dhrishtadyumna ran away. And 
after those steeds bad carried away Dhrishtadyumna from the field, Drona 
endued with great prowess, began to rout the Panchalas and the SrLnjayas in 
that battle. Having vanquished the Pandusand the Panchalas, Bharadwaja's 
»cti of great pTowcst, that chastiser of foes, once more took up hi6 station in 
the midst of his own array. And the Pandavas, O lord, ventured not to 
vanquish him in battle.’" 
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SECTION CXXII1. 

“Sanjava said,— Meanwhile, 0 Icing, Dusraana rushed agiinst the grandson 
of Sini, scattering thousands of shafts like a mighty cloud pouring torrents 
of rain. Haring pierced Satyaki with sixty arrows and once more with sixteen, 
he failed to nuke that hero tremble, fur the Utter stood in battle immovable 
as the Mainaka mountain. Accompanied by a large throng of cars hailing 
from diverse realms, that foremost one of Bharau's race slv>t numberless 
arrows, and filled all the points of the compass with roars deep as those of 
the clouds. Beholding the Kaurara coming to battle, Satyaki of mighty arms 
rushed towards him and shrouded him with his shafts. They that were at the 
van of Dimasana, thus covered with those arrowy showers all fled away 
in fear, in the very sight of thy son. After they had fled away, O monarch, 
thy son Dussasana, O king, temained fearlessly in battle and began to afflict 
Satyaki with arrows. And piercing the four steeds of Satyaki with four arrows, 
his charioteer with three, and Satyaki himself with a hundred in that battle, 
Djxkisaiu uttered a loud roar. Then, O monarch, Madhuva, inflamed with rage, 
soon nude Dussasaru's car and driver and standard and Dussasana himself in- 
visible by means of his straight arrows. Indeed, Sityaki entirely shrouded the 
brave Dussasana with arrows. L : kc a spider entangling a gust within reach by 
means of its threads that vanquisher of foes quickly covered Dussasana 
with hn shafts. Then king Duryodhano, seeing Dussasana thus covered 
with arrows, urged a body of Trigarua towards the car of Yuyudhana. Those 
Tigirla car-warriors, of fierce deed?, accomplished in battle, and numbering 
three thousand, proceeded towards Yuyudhana. Firmly resolved upon 
battle and swearing not to retreat, all of them encompassed Yuyudhana 
with a Urge throng of cars. Soon, however, Yuyudhana struck down 
five hundred of their foremost warriors stationed In the van of tbe force 
as it advanced towards him in battle, shooting showers of arrows at him. 
Speedily slain by that foremost one amongst the Sinis with his shafts, these 
fell down like tall trees from mountain-top*, uprooted by a tempest. And 
the field of battle, strewn with mangled elephants, O monarch, and 
f alien standards, and the postrate bodies of steeds decked in trappings 
of gold and tom and iascerated with the shafts of Sini's grand- 
son and weltering in blood, looked beautiful, O king, like a plain over- 
grown with flowering Kinsukat. Those soldiers of thine, thus slaughtered 
by Yuyudhana, failed to find a protector like elephants sunk in a morass. 
Then all of them turned towards tbe spot where Drona's cir was mighty 
snakes making towards holes fiom fear of the prince uf birds. Having slaio 
those five hundred brave warriors by means of his shaft resembling makes 
of virulent poisoo, that hero slowly proceeded towards the place wbcTc 
Dhananjaya's car wax. And ax that foremost of men was thus proceeding, 
thy son Dussasana quickly pierced him with nine straight arrows. That 
mighty bowman then, (flls., Yuyudhana), pierced DttMMM io return, live 
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straight and sharp knows eqjipt with gulden wings and vulturine feather. Then 
Dussasana, O Bborata, smiling the while pierced Satyaki, Ckoionuecb, with three 
arrows and once more with five. The grandson of Sin: then, striking thy 
sort with five arrcwi and cutting off hi* bow proceeded smilingly towards 
Arjuna. Then Dussasana, inflamed with wrath and delirious of slaying the 
VrisJtnt hero, hurled at him. as be jirocecded, a dart nude wholly of iron. 
S&tvakt, however, O king, cut off, with hi* shafts equipt with feathers, 

that fierce dart of thy son. Then. O ruler of men. thy son, taking up another 
bow, pierced Satyaki with some arrows and uttered a loud roar. Then 
Sat yak 1 excited with wrath, stupifying thy eon in that battle, struck him in 
the centre of the chest with some shalts that resembled flames of fire. And 
once more he pierced Dufuniu with eight shafts made u!x>lly of iron and 
having very keen points. Dussaiana, however, pierced Satyaki, in return 
with twenty arrows. Then the highly blessed Satyaki, O monarch, pierced 
Dussasaru in the centre of tbc chest with three straight arrows. And 
the mighty car-warrior Yuyudhana, with some keen shafts, slew the tUod* of 
Dussasana ; and inflamed with wrath he ilcw, with some straight arrows, live 
the latter's charioteer also. With one brood-headed arrow he then cut uflf 
thy son's how, and with five arrows he eut the leathern fence that encased 
his hand. Acquainted as he was with highest weapons, Satyaki, then, 
with 0 couple of broad headed shafts, cut off Duis&sana's standard and the 
wooden shafts on his car. And then with a cumber of keen arrows 
he slew both the Parshni charioteers of thy son. The latter then, 
bowleis and earless and steed lea and drivcrless, was taken up by the 
leader of the Trigarta warriors on his cor. Tho grandson of Sini then, 
O Bhuata, pursuing him fur a moment, restrained himself and slew 
him not. for the mighty-armed hero recollected itie words of Bhimaseru. 
Indeed, Bhimascna, O Bharata, vowed in the midst of the assembly the 
dcstrjr*. >n of all thy sons in battle 1 Then, O lord, Satyaki, having 
thus vanquished Duwisana, quickly proceeded, O king, aUing the track 
by which Dhananyaya had gone before him. 



SECTION CXXIV. 

"Dhriurashtra said, — ‘Were there, O Sanyaya, no mighty car-warriors 
in that army of mine who could day or resist that Sityaki while he 
proceeded (toward* Arjuna) ? Of prowess incapable of being baffled, 
and endued with might equal to that of Sakra himself, alone he achi- 
eved feats in battle Like the great India amidst the DawtVdi ! Or, 

perhaps, the track by which Satyaki proceeded was empay ? Ala*, 

possessed of true fWOwesa, alone be hath crushed numberless warriors I 

Tell me, O Sanjaya, how the grandson of Sini, alone as he was, 

rawed through that vast force struggling with him in battle ?* 

• The Bombay text adds certain i foktu after the, and, which do not occur 
in any of the Bengal teats.— T. 
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“Sanjaya said, — O king, the fierce exertions and the uproar made by 
thy Jkast which abounded with, cars and elephants and steed* and 
foot-soldiers, resembled trim is seen at the end of the Yuga. O giver 
of honor-, when thy assembled host was (daily) mustered, it seemed 
tn me that another assemblage like that of thy aimy had never been 

on Earth. The gods and the Ckarttn^s, who came there said,— This 

muster will be the last of its kind on Earth ♦—Indeed, O king, never 
lad such an array been formed before as that which was formed by 
Drooa on the day of Jayadratha's slaughter. The uproar made by tlwvse 
vast bodies of soldiers rushing at one another in battle resembled that 
of the ocean itself lashed into fury by the tempest. In that host of 
thine, as also in that of the Pandivas, there were hundreds and 
thousands of kings, O best of men. The noise made by those angry 
heroes uf fierce deeds while engaged in battle, was tremendous and 
mode the hair to sland on end. Then Rhimascn* and PhrishUdyumna 
O sire, and Xakula and Sahadew and king Yudhidithira the just, 
loudly s!>outed— Come, Strike, Rush 1 The brave Madhava and Arjuna 
have entered the hostile army ! I>o tliat quickly by which they may 
easily go tu where Jayadratha's car is!— Saying this, they urged their 

soldiers. And they continued,— If Satyaki and Arjuna be slain, Kurug 

will have achieved their objects, and ourselves will be defeated I All 
of you, therefore, uniting together* quickly agitate this ocean like army 
(of the foe) like impetuous winds agitating the deep !— The warrior, O 
king, thus urged by Bhtmasena and the prince of the Panchalas, smote 
the Kauravas, becoming reckless of their very lives. Endued with great 
energy, afl of them, des:nn 2 death in battle at the point or the edge 
of weapons in expectation of heaven, showed net the least regard for 

their lives in fighting for their friends. Similarly thy warriors, O king, 

desirous of great renown, and nobly resolved upon hattle, stood on 
the field, determined to fight. In that fierce and terrible bailie, Satyaki 
having vanquished all the combatant* proceeded towards Arjnna. The 

rays of the Sun being rellected from the bright armour of the warriors, 
the combatants were obliged to withdraw their eyes from these. 
Puryodhaoa also, O king, penetrated the mighty host of the high-soured 
1 'ancUvas vigorously struggling in battle. The encounter that took 



♦ Both 6 and 7 are difficult tlokas. The Bengal texts read akniknAu ; 
the Bombay reading is a&uUsku, If the Bengal reading be accepted, the 
meaning would be — 44 Day by day, upon muster, etc.'* The second of 7 which 
1 render •‘Thu murter will be the tost of its kind on Earth/' may be inter pre* 
lated in another way. Taking it as an exclamation, it may be rendered. — 
"Will an assemblage of such limits take place on Earth !" 1. "How vast is 
this assemblage on Earth V Of course, if the last version given be correct 
Ef/idant/H wuuld mean "Having fait for its limit.'*— T. 
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pla ce between him on the one side and them on the other «as 
exceedingly fierce, and great was the carnage that occurred there on 
the occasion. 

M Dhriiarashtra said,— 'When the Pandava host was thus proceeding 
to battle, Duryodhana, in penetrating it, must have been placed in 
gTeat distress. I hope, he did not turn his back upon die held, O 
Sufa ! That encounter between one and the many in drcadiul battle 
the one again being a king, seems to me to have been very 
unequal I Besides, Puryodluna hath been brought up in great luxury 
in wealth and possessions he is a king of men. Alone encountering 
many, 1 hope he d»d not turn back from fight ! 

“Saniya said, — 'Listen to me, O king, as 1 narrate, O Bharaia, dial 
wonderful battle fought by thy son, that encounter between one and the 
many I Indeed, the Pandava army was agitated by Duryodhana in that 
battle like an assemblage of lotus stalks in a lake by an elephant. Seeing 
then that army thus smitten by thy son, O king, the Panchalas headed by 
Bhimwcna rushed at him. Then Duryodhana pierced Bhimoseana with ten 
arrows, arid each of the tains with three and king Yudhishthira with seven. 
And lie pierced Virata and Drupoda with six arrows, and Siklundin with a 
hundred. And piercing Dhrishtidyumna with twenty arrows, he struck each 
of the five sons of Draupadi with three arrows. With his fierce shafts he cut 
off hundreds of other combatants in that battle, including elephants and 
car-warriors, like the Destroyer himself in wrath exterminating creatures. 
In consequence his skill cultured by practice and of the power of his 
weapons, he seemed, as he was engaged in striking dawn his foes, to bear 
his how incessantly drawn to a circle whether when aiming or letting off his 
shafts. Indeed, that formidable bow of his, the hack of whose staff was decked 
with gold, wa? seen by people to be drawn into a perpetual circle as he 
was employed in slaying his enemies. Then king Yudhishthira, with a 
couple of broad-headed shafts, cut off the bow of thy son, O thou of Kuru’s 
race, as the latter struggled in fight. And Yudh’shthira also pierced him deeply 
with ten excellent and foremost of shafts. Tlrnse arrows, however touching the 
armour of Duryodhana, quickly broke into pieces. Then the Parthas, filled 
with delight surrounded Yudhishthira like the celestials and great Rishis in 
days of old surrounding Sakra on the occasion of the slaughter of Vritra. Thy 
valiant son -then, taking up another bow, addressed king Yudhishthira the 
son of Panda, saying. — Wait. Wait — and ruahed against him. Beholding 
thy son thus advancing in great battle, the Panchalas, cheerfully and with 
hopes of victory, advanced to receive him. Then Drona, desirous of rescu 
ing the ( Knni) king, received the rushing Pandulas, like a mountain 
receiving masses of rain-charged clouds driven by the tempest. The battle 
then, O king, that took place there exceedingly fierce, making the hair to 
stand on end, between tbe Paudavas, 0 thou of mighty arms, and thy warriors. 
Dreadful was the carnage of all creatures that then took place, resembling i\k 
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sport of Rudra himself (at the end of the Yuga\ Then there arose a loud 
uproar at the place where Dhananjaya was. And that uproar, O lord, making 
the hair to stand on end, rose above all other sounds. Thus, O mighty 
armed one, progressed the battle between Arjuna and thy bowmen. Thus 
progressed the battle hetween Satyaki and thy men in the midst of thy 
army. And thuB continued the fight between Drona and his enemies at the 
gate of the array. Thus, indeed, 0 lord of Birth, continued that carnage 
on the F.arlh when Arjuna and Drona and the mighty car warrior Sat; akj 
were all excited with wrath/ " 



SECTION CXXV. 

“Sanjaya saad,— ‘On the afternoon of that day, 0 king, a dreadful battle, 
characterised by roan deep as those of the clouds, one* more happened 
between Drona and the Sonnkaa That foTcmoit of men {Hz. Drona), mounted 
an his car of red steeds, and intent on battle, rushed against the Psndavas, 
with middling speed. The valiant son of Bharadwaja, tliat great bowman 
endued with mighty strength, that hero bom in an excellent pot, engaged 
in doing what was agreeable to thee, O king, and sinking down, O Bhxrata, 
many foremost of warriorrs with his whetted arrows equipc with beautiful 
wings, seemed to iport in that hattlc. Then that mighty car-warrior of the 
Kaikayas pit., Vrihatkshatra, irresistible in battle, and the eldest of five 
brothers, rushed against him. Shooting many keen shafts, he greatly afflicted 
the prccepter, like a mighty mass of clouds pouring torrents of rain on the 
mountains of Gandhamadana. Then Drona, O king, excited with wrath, 
sped at him five and ten abafta whetted on stone and equipt with wings 
of gold. The prince of the Kekayas, however, cheerfully cut eff every one 
of those shafts shot by Drona and which resembled angry snakes of virulent 
poison with five shafts of bis own. Beholding that lightness of hand displayed 
by him that bull among Brahmanas then sped at him eight straight shafts. 
Seeing those shafts shot from Drtma’s bow swiftly coursing towards him, 
Vrihatksbatra in that battle resisted them with as many sharp abafta of his. 
Beholding that exceedingly difficult feat achieved by Vrihaikshatra, thy troeps, 
O king, were filled with amazement. Then DronP, O monarch, applauding 
Vr.hatkfchatra, invoked into existence the irresistible and celestial weapon 
called Brahma in that battle. The prince of the Kekayas, seeing it shot by 
Drona in battle, baffled that Brahma weapon, O monarch, by a Brahma 
weapon of his own. After that weapon bad been thus baffled, Vrihatkihatra, 
O Bharata, pierced the Brabmana with sixty shafts whetted on stone and 
equipt with wings of gold. Then Drona, that foremost of men, pierced the 
prince of the Kekayas with a powerful shaft which, penetrating through the 
Utter'e armour, (passed through his body and) entered the Earth. As a black 
*5 
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cobra, 0 best of kin**, pierces through an ant-hill, even so did that shaft 
enter the Earth, havin’ pierced through the body of the Kelajra prince in that 
battle. Deeply pierced, O monarch, with the shafts of Drona, the prince of 
the Kekayas, filled with rage and rolling his beautiful eyes, pierced Drona 
with seventy arrows whetted on stone and equip! with wrings of gold. And 
with another arrow he greatly afflicted Drain's charioteer in this very vitab, 
Pierced by Vrihatkshatra, O sire, with arrows, Drona shot showers of keen 
shafts at the car of the iirince of the Kekayas. Depriving the mighty car - 
warrior Vrihatkshatra of his coolness, Drona then, with four winged arrows, 
slew the four steeds of the former. With anotiier arrow he felled Vrihstksha- 
tra's charioteer from his niche in the car. And felling on the Earth, with 
two other arrows, his enemy's standard and umbrella, that bull among 
Hmlinums, with a third shaft, well shot from his bow, pierced Vrihatkshatra 
himself in the chest. Thereupon the latter, thus struck in the chest, felt 
down from his car. 

‘’Upon the slaughter, 0 king, of Vrihatkshatra, that mighty car-warrior 
among the Kaikayas, die son of Sisupali, filled with rage, addressed his 
charioteer, sa> ing, — O charioteer, proceed to tho spot where Drona stayeth, 
clad in armour, and engaged rn slaying the Kaikay.i and the PanchaU hosts !— 
Hearing thesa words of his, the charioteer soon rook that foremost of car- 
warriors unto Drona, by means of those fleet rtred* of the Kamvoja breed. 
Then Dhrishtakctu, that bull among the Cliedis, swelling with might, rushed 
towards Drona for I is own destruction like an insea upoa a blazing fire. Sum 
he pierced Drona and bis steeds and cut and standard with sixty shafts. And 
once more he struck Inin with many other keen shafts like a man rousing a 
sleeping tigcT. Then Drona, with a sharp razor-faced arrow winged with 
vulturine feathers, cut oil in the middle the buw of that mighty warrior struggl- 
ing in battle. Then that powerful car-warrior, p/s , the son of SriupaLi, taking 
up another bow, pierced Ihona with many shafts winged with the feathers of 
Kankat and peacocks. Drona then, slaying with four shafts the four steeds of 
Dhrishtakctu, smilingly cut off the head of the latter's charioteer from his 
trunk. And then he pierced Dhrishtakctu himself with five and twenty 
arrow*. The prince of the Cl »edis then, quickly jumping down from his car, 
took up a mace, and hurled it at the son of Bharadwa)* like an angry snake. 
Beholding that heavy mace, endued with the strength of adamant and decked 
with gold, coursing towards him like the death night, the son of Bharadwaju 
cut it off with many thousands of whetted arrows. That mace, cut off by 
Bhnridwaja'e son, O sire, with many shafts, fell down, O Kaurava, making the 
Earth echo with ics noise. Beholding bis mace baffled, the wrathful and brave 
Dhrishtakctu hurled a lance and then a dart docked with gold. Cutting off 
that lance with five shafts, Drona cut off that dart also with five arrows. Buth 
those missiles, thus cut off, fell down on Lhe Earth like a couple of snakes 
mangled and torn by Garuda. The valiant son of Bh&radwaja then, in that 
battle, sped for his destruction a keen abaft at Dhrishtakctu who was battling 
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for the deduction of Bbaradwaja himself. That shaft, piercing through the 
armour and breast of Dhrishttketu of immeasurable energy, entered tho 
Earth like r swan diving into a lake oversown with lotuses. Asa hungry Jay 
seizes and devours a little insect, even 89 did the heruic Drona devour 
Dhrishtakctu in that urcat battle*. Upon the slaughter of the ruler of the 
Chedis, his son who was conversant with tin; highest veapoM, excited with 
wrath, sought to bear the burthen of his siiw. Him also, Drona, smiling the 
while, despatched to the abode uf Vaiua by means of his shafts, l.kc a huge 
and mighty tiger in the deep woods slayin = an infant deer, 

'"While the Pondavas, 0 Bharata, were thus being thinned, the heruic 
son of Jarajandht rushed towards Drona. Like the clouds shrouding the 
Sun, he quickly made the mighty armed Drona invisible in that battle by means 
of bis arrowy showers Beholding that lightness of hand in him, Drona, that 
grinder of Ksbalriyas, quickly shoe his shafts by hundreds and thousands. 
Covering (with his arrows) in that battle that foremost of ciT-vrarriors stationed 
on his car, Drona speedily slew the son of Jarasandlu ill the very sight of all 
the bowmen. Indeed, Drcna, resembling the Destroyer himself, swallowed 
up every one who approached him then, like the Destroyer swallowing up 
creatures when their hour arrives. Then Drona, O monarch, proclaiming h:s 
name in that battle, covered the Pandavas with many thousands of shafts. 
Those shafts shot by Drona, whetted on stone snd engraved with his name, 
slew in that battle men and elephants and steeds by hundred?. Thus slaughte- 
red by Drona like the Asnrai by Sakrs, the Tanchalai began to tremble like 
a herd of kine afflicted with cold. Indeed, O bull of Bharau's race, when 
the Pandava army was thus being slaughtered by Drona, there arose an 
awful wail of woe from il Scorched by the Sun and slaughtered by means 
of those arrows, the Panchalas then became filled with anxiety. SttlpMbd 
by Bharadwaja's son with his arrowy showers in dial battle tbo mighty cat* 
warriors among the Panchalas felt like penons whose thighs had been seized 
by alligators- Then, O king, the Chedrs, the Srinjay**, the Kasis, and the 
KosaUa, rushed cheerfully against the son of Bharadwaja from desire ol battle. 
And the Chedis, the Panchalas, and the Srinjayai addressed one another, 
snj ing , — Drona is stain I — Drma is stain I— Saying these words they rushed 
at that hero. Indeed, all those tigers among men fell with their utmost might 
111*00 live illustrious Drona, desirous of despatching him to die abode of Yama. 
Then the son of Bharadwaja by means of his shafts, despatched those brave 
warriors struggling vigorously in battle, especially those foreinust ones among 
the Chedis, into the presence oi the king of the dead. After those foremost 
cues among the Chedit had- been exterminated, the Panchalas, afflicted with 
the shafts of Dioon, began Jto’tremble. Beholding, O sire, those feats of 
Drona, they loudly called after Bhima9ena and Dhrisbtadyumna, O Bharata, 
and, said,— This Biahmana hath, without doubt, practised the austere** of 
penances and acquired great ascetic merit 1 Inflamed with wrath in battle, 
he consumeth the foremost of Kshattiyas 1 A Ksbalriya’s duly is battle ; a 
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Brahmana's, the highest asceticism. A Brahmana endued with ascetic merit 
and learning, is capable o 4 burning everything with his glances only I Many 
foremost of Kshatriy&s, having approached the uncrosaable and fierce fire of 
Drona's weapons, have O Bbarata, been blasted and consumed ! Tbe illustrious 
Drona, to the measure of his might, courage, and perseverance, stupifies all 
creatures and slays our troops ' — Hearing these words of theirs, the mighty 
Ksluttradharman, rightly observant of the duties of a Kshauiya, wtaihfully cut 
off with a crescent-shaped arrow the bow of Dron* with arrow fixed thereon. 
Then Drona, that grinder of Ksharlriyas becoming more angry still, took up 
another bright bow tougher than the one he laid aside. Fixing on it a keen 
arrow dealt active of hostile ranks, the preceptor, endued with gTcat strength, 
sped it at the prince drawing the bowstring to his ear. That anow, slaying 
Kshatnid liar man, entered the Earth. His breast pierced through, he fell 
down from his vehicle on the Earth* Upon the slaughter of Dhrishtadyu tuna's 
son, the (Pandava) troops began to tremble. Then the mighty Cbckitana 
fell upon Drona. Piercing Drona with ten arrows, be once more pierced him 
with a sliaft in the centre of his chest. And he pierced Drona’s charioteer 
with four arrows and bis four steeds also with four. The preceptor then 
pierced the right aim of Click itaru with sixteen arrows, and his standard 
with sixteen, and his charioteer with seven. Upon the charioteer being slain* 
Chekitana's steeds fled away, dragging the car after them. Beholding the 
steeds of Chekitana pierced w ith tbe arrows of Bharadwaja’s son, and his car 
also deprived of driver,* the PanchaLts and the Pandavas were inspired with 
great fear. Druna then, 0 sire, routing on all sides the PanchaUs and the 
Srinjayas united together in battle looked exceedingly resplendent. 'Hie 
venerable Drona full five and eighty years of age, dark in bud and with 
white locks descending to his ears careered in battle like a youth of sixteen. 
Indeed, O king, enemies regarded the foe-slaying Drona as he fearlessly 
careered in battle to be none else thau Indra himself armed with the thunder. 
Then, O monarch, the mighty -armed Drupada of great intelligence said. — This 
one (Drona) is slaying the Kbshatriyas like a hungry tiger slaying smaller 
animals 1 Tbe sinful Duryodhana of wicked soul will assuredly obtain the 
moat miserable regions (in tbe next world) ! It is through bis covetousness 
that many foremost of Kshatnyas, slain in battle, lay prostrate on the 
fiekl, like mangled bulls, weltering in blood and becoming the food of dogs 
and Jackals I — Saying these words, O monarch, Drupada, that master of an 
of troops, placing the Parthas at bis Lead rushed with speed 
towards Drona' " 



Tbe texts requires correction.— T. 
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SECTION CXXVX. 

"Sanjayi Slid, — 'When ihe army of ihe Pandavxs was thus agitated on 
ail sides the Parlhas and Panchalas and the Sonatas, retreated to a great 
distance ! During the progress of that fierce battle making the hair to stand on 
end, and that universal carnage like to vrhai happen*, O Bharat a, at that end 
of the Yu^a , when, indeed, Drona of great prowess was repeatedly uttering 
leonine shouts, and when the Panchalas were being weakened aod the Pindavas 
slaughtered, king Yudhisbthif* tbe just, failing in that to *ec any refuge in that 
distress, began, O king, to think how tbe matter would end ! Cawing his eyes 
around in expectation of seeing Savyasachin, Yudhishthira, however, saw neither 
that son of Pritha nor Madbava. Not seeing that tiger among men, tvs., 
the ape-bannered Arjuna, and not hearing also the twang of GanJiva, 
the monarch became filled with anxiety. Not teeing Satyaki also, that 
foremost of car warriors among the Vrishnis, king Yudhishthira the just 
became equally anxious. Indeed, not seeing those twu foremost of men, 
Yudhishthira knew no peace. The higb-souled king Yudhishthira the jutf, 
of raighty-amis, fearing the evil opinion of the world, began to think of 
Satyaki's car.— Sini's grandson Satyaki of true prowess, that dispeller of 
the fears of friends, hath been sent by me in the track of Phalguna I 1 
had only one source of anxiety before. But now I have two. I should 
have tidings of both Satyaki and Dbananjaya the son of Pandu ! Having 
despatched Satyaki to follow in tl* track of Arjtma, whom shall I now 
send in the track of Satyaki ? If by every means 1 endeavour to obtain 
intelligence of my brother only without enquiring after Yuyudhana, the 
world will reproach me ! They will say that, — [Yudhishthira the son of 
Dhaima, having enquired after his brother, leaves Satyaki of VrishoPs 
race, that hero of unfailing prowess, to bis fate I]— Fearing as I do the reproach 
of tbe world, I should, therefore, send Vrikodara the son of Pritbx in the track 
of the high-souled Madhava. The love I bear to the Vrijhni hero, to that 
invincible warrior of tbe Satwata race, (tit.. Satyaki), it not less than the love 
l bear to Arjuna, that slayer of foes I Tbe dclighter of the Sinsi bath, again, 
been act by me to a very heavy task f That mighty wxrrioT, however, hath, 
either for the sake of a friend's request or for that of honor, penetrated into 
the Bbarata army like a Makara into the ocean. Loud is the noise I hear 
of unretreating heroes fighting together against that Vrbhnt hero of great 
intelligence ! Without doubt, they are too many for him ! The time, there- 
fore, is come when 1 should think of his rescue I It seems to me that armed 
with the bow, Bbimasena tbe son of Pandu should go there where those two 
mighty car-warrior* are I There is nothing on Earth that Bhhna cannot bear I 
If he struggles with resolution, he is a match in battle for all the bowmen in 
tbe world. Depending on the might of bis own arms he can a^nd against 
all foes. Relying on the strength of arms of that high-souled warrior, wc 
have been able to come back from our exile ;n tbe woods and wc have ncTer 
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been vanquished in battle. U Bbimasena, the son of Pandu, proceedeth hence 
to Satyaki, bolh Satyaki and Phalguna will derive real aid I Without doubt, 
I should nut feel any anxiety for Satyaki and Phalguna. Both of them arc 
accomplished in weapons, and Vaaudeva himself is protecting them ! (For 
all that, I feel anxious on their account). I should certainly seek to remove 
ray anxiety 1 I shall, thorefore, act Bhima to follow in the wake of Satyaki I 
Having done this, I should regard my arrangements complete for the rescue 
of Satyaki !— Yudhishthira the son of Dharma, having settled this in his mind, 
addressed his charioteer and saidj— Take me to Bhima ! — Hearing the 
command of kiug Yudhishthira the jutt, the charioteer who was versed in 
horse-lore, took that car decked with gold to where Bhima was. Arrived at 
the presence of Bhima, the king, remembering the occasion, became unmanned 
by grief, and |*esied Bhima with diverse solicitations. Indeed, overwhelmed 
with grief, else monarch addressed Bhima. And these were the words, O 
king, that Yudhishthira the son of Kumi then said unto him O Bhiron, 
1 do not behold the standard of that Avjuoa, who on a single car had 
vanquished all the gods, the GandhArtsu and Aturas 1— Then Bhimaseua, 
addressing king Yudhishthira the just who was in that plight, Said, — Never 
before did 1 see or hear thee afflicted with such cbeerlessncss I Indeed, 
formerly, when we wore pierced with grief, it was thou who hadst been our 
comforter ! Ri&e, Rise, 0 king of kings, say wL&t I am to do for thee ! O 
giver of honors, there is nothing that 1 cannot do l Tell me what your 
commands arc, O foremost one of Ktmi’s race I Do not set your heart on 
grief !— Unto Bhimasena then, the king with a sorrowful face and eyes bathed 
in tears said, sighing the while like a black cobra,— The blasts of the conch 
ParuJiajanya, wrathfully blown by Vasudeva of world-wide Tcnown, are being 
beard ! # It seems, from this, that thy brother Dhananjaya lictb today on the 
field, deprived of life ! Without doubt, Arjuna having been slain, Janarddana 
is battling I That hero of great might, relying on wl>ose prowess the Pandavas 
arc alive, he to whom we always turn in times of fear like the celestials towards 
their chief of a thousand eyes, that hero hath in search after the ruler of tlie 
Sindhus, penetrated into the Bharata host ! I know this, O Bhima, ns., that 
he balb gone, but he hath not yet returned I Dark in complexion, youthful 
in years, of curly locks, exceedingly handsome, a mighty car-warrior, of broad 
chest and long arms, possessed of the tread of an infuriate elephant, of eyes 
of the color of burnished copper and like those of a chakra, that brother of 
tbme enhances the fears of foes! Blessed be thou, even this is the CAU:C 
of ray grief, O chastiser of foea ! For Arjuna' s sake, O thou of mighty arms, 
as abo for the sake of Satwata, my grief increaseth like a bUxing fire fed with 
libations of clarified butter ! I do not see his standard ! For this am 1 stupifted 
with sorrow ! Without doubt, he hath been slain, and Krishna, skilled 
in battle, is fighting 1 Know also that the tiger among men, that mighty car- 
warrior. WM* Satwata, is slain ! Alas ! Satyaki hath followed in the wake of 
that other mighty cai-warrior, «s., thy brother ! Without seeing Satyaki also, 
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I am siupifled by grief ! Therefore, O wn of Kunti, go thither where Dhinan* 
jaya is and Satyaki abo of mighty energy, if, of course, thou thinnest it thy 
duty to obey my words, O thou that art aoqjaimed with duty l Remember 
iltat I am thy eldest brother 1 Thou shouldst think Satyaki to be dearer to 
thee than Arjuna himself l O son of Pritha, Satyaki hath gone, from desire 
of doing good to me, in the track of Arjuna, a track that is incapable of being 
trod by personsof vile souls ! Beholding the twu Kristinas and Satyaki also of 
the Sitwata race sound and whole, send me a message, O sou of Pandit, by 
uttering a leonine roar ! — 



SECTION exxm 

••Bhima said,— That car which formerly bore Brahman and Inina and 
lndra and Varuna (to battle), mounting upon that car, have the two Krisbnas 
gone I They can have no fear of danger! Taking, however, thy command 
on my bead, lo, I am going | Do not grieve : Meeting with those tigers 
among men, I shall send thee intelligence !— 

"Sanyaya said,— ‘Having said these words, the mighty Bhima 
began to prepare for setting out, repeatedly making orer Yudhishthira to 
Dhmhudyumna and the other friends (of the Pandava cause). Indeed; 
Btiimasen* of mighty strength addressing D hr Uh tad yum a, said, — It is known 
t«> thee, 0 thou of m ; ghty arms, how the mighty car-warrior Drona is always 
on the alert to scire king Yudhishthira the just by all means in his power. 
Indeed, 0 son of Prishata, I should never place my going (to Arjuna and 
Satyaki) above my duty of protecting the king I King Yudhishthira, however, 
hath commanded me to go. 1 dare not contradrct him ?* 1 shall go* thither 
where the ruleT of the Sindhus stayctb, at the point of death. I should, in 
complete Uustfollness, act according to the weeds of king Yudhishthira the 
just ! I shall, therefore, follow in the wake of my brother (Arjuna) and of 
Satyaki endued with great intelligence. Thou shouldst therefore, vigorously 
resolved on fight, protect Yudhishthini the son of Pritlia today ! Of all tasks, 
this is thy highest duly in battle I— Thus addressed by Vrikodara, O monarch, 
Dhrishtadyumna replied,— I shall do what thou wishest ! Go, 0 son of 
Pritha, without any anxiety of the kind I Without slaying Dhrishtadyumna 
in battle, Drona will never be able to humiliate king Yudhishthira in tbe 
fight I— Thus making the royal son of Pandu over to Dhrithudyumna, and 
saluting his elder brother, Bhimaseru proceeded towards the spot where 
Ptialguna was Before dismissing him, however, king Yudhishthira the just, 0 
Bharata, embraced Bhimascna and smelt his head and pronounced auspicious 
blessings upon him. After circumambulating a number of Brahmanaa 



♦ The lou line of 4 and the first line of 5 I render freely.— T. 
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gratified with worship and presents, and touching the eight kinds of auspicious 
articles, and quaffing K/drataka honey, that hero, tiie corners of whose eyes 
hnd become red in intoxication, fill liis might to be doubled. The Brahmanas 
performed propitiatory ceremonies for him. Various omens, indicative of success, 
greeted him Beholding them, he felt tte delight of anticipated victory. 
Favorable winds began to blow and indicate his success. Then the mighty- 
armed Bhimasena, the foremost of car-warriors* dad in mail, decked with 
ear-rings and Angadus, ar.d his hands cased in leathern fences, mounted 
on his own excellent car. His costly coat of mail, made of black steel 
and decked with gold, looked like a cloud charged with lightning. His body 
was beautifully covered with yellow and red and black and white rotes. 
Wearing a colored curaa that protected also his neck, Bhimascra looked 
resplendent like a cloud decked with a ratnoow. 

'• While Bhimasena wax on the point of setting out against thy troops 
from desire of battle, the fierce blasts of PancAajanya were once more 
heard. Hearing those loud and terrible blasts capable of filling the 
three worlds with fear, else son of Dlurma once more addressed Bhimasena, 
saying — There, the Vrisni hew is fiercely blowing his conch. Indeed, 
that prince of conchs is filling the Earth and the welkin with its sound I 
Without, doubt Savya&achin having fallen into great distress, the bearer of the 
discus and the mire » battling with all the Kurus 1 Without doubt, the 
venerable Kunti. and Draupodi, and Subhadra, are all, with their relatives 
and friends, beholding today exceedingly inauspicious omens ! There* 
fore, O Bhima, go thither with speed where Dhananjaya b I All the points 
of the compass, O Parthi, seem empty to my eyes in consequence of my 
(unsatisfied) desire to see Dlianinjaya and owing also to Satwata 2— 
Repeatedly urged by his superior to go, the valiant 9on of Pandu, tiz. 9 
Bhimasena, O king, casing bb lands in leathern fence, tcok up his bow, 
Urged by his eldest brother, that brother (mj., Bhimasena,) who was 
devoted to his brother's good, caused drums to be beat And Bhima 
forcibly blew his conch also and uttering leonine roars, began to twang 
his bow. Damping the hearts of hostile heroes by those leonine roars, and 
assuming a dreadful form, he rushed against his foes. Swift and well- 
broken steeds of the foremost breed neighing furiously, bore him. Endued 
with the speed of the wind or thought, tteir reins were held by Visoka, 
'Then the son of Pritha, draw.ng the bowstring with great force, began to 
crush the head of the hostile array, mangling and piercing rhe combatants 
there. 4 And as that mighty-armed hero proceeded, the brave Panchalas and 
the Somakas followed him behind, like the celestials folio* mg Maghavat. 
Then die brothers Dussala and Chitrasena and Kundabbedin and Vivingsxti, 
and Durmukha and Dussaha and Sale, and Vinda and Anuvinda and 



4 Arujan is mangling Virujan is 
grinding, os explained by Nilakantha. — 
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Suinukha and Dirgluvahu and Sudarsaru, and SuhastA and Sushena and 
Dirghalochana, and Abhaya and Raudrakarman and Suvarman and 
Durvimochana, approaching, encompassed Bhimaaeoa. There foremost o ( car- 
warnori, tl heroes all looking resplendent, wiih their troops and followers 
firmly resolved upon battle, rushed against Bhiuiaseru. That heroic and 
mighty car •warrior, hi, Kunti's son Bhinusena of great prowess, thus 
encompassed, cast bis eyes in them, and raslved against them With the 
impetuosity of a Hon against smaller animals. Those heroes, displaying 
celestial and mighty weapons covered Bhicna with shafts like ciouds 
shrouding the risen Sum Transgreasing all those warriors with impetuosity, 
Bhimasena rushed against Drona' s division, and covered the elephant force 
before him with showers of arrows. The ton of the Wind-god, mangling with 
his shifts in almost no time that elephant division, dispersed it in all 
directions. Indeed, like animals terrified in the forest at the roar of a 
S<tr*fiAa t those elephants all fled away, uttering frightful ones. Potting 
over that ground with great speed, he then approached the division 
of Drona. Then the peecepter checked Ins course like the continent 
resisting the Barging sea. Smilingly he struck die son of Pandu in his 
forehead with a shaft. Thereupon the son of Pandu looked resplendent 
like the Sun with upward ray 3. The preceptor thought that Bhima would 
reverence him as Phalguna hid done before. Addressing Vrikodara, 

therefore, he said, — O Bhimasena, it is beyond thy power to enter into 
the hostile host, without vanquishing me, thy foe, in battle, O thou of 
mighty strength! Although Krishna with thy younger brother hi th penetrat- 
ed this hoe: with my permission, thyself, however, will never succeed 
in so doing ! — Hearing these words of the preceptor, the dauntless Bhima, 
excited with wrath, and his eyes red as blood or burnished copjier, quickly 
replied unto Drona, Buying, — O wretch of a Hrahmana, it cannot be Arjuna 
hath entered this host with thy permission I He is inrincible ! He would 
penetrate into the host commanded by Sikra himself ! If he offered thee 
reverential worship, it was only for honoring thee ' But know, O Drona, 
that myself am no compassionate Arjuna. On the other land, 1 am 
Bhimasena, thy foe ! \V r e regard thee as our fatl>er, preceptor, and friend f 
Ourselves w- look upon as thy sqm ! Thinking so we always humble our- 
selves to thee t When however, thou uaest such words towards us today, it 
seenii that all that is altered ! If thou regardest thyself as our (of, let it 
be as thou thinkest l Being none else than Bhima, 1 will presently act towards 
thee as I should towards a foe !— Saying this Bhima, whirling a mace like the 
Destroyer himself whirling his fatal rod, burled it, O king, at Drona. Drona, 
however, lad quickly jumped down from bis car, (ard that proved his safety). 
For that mace pressed down into the Earth the car of Drona, with its steeds, 
driver, and standard. Then Bhima crushed numerous warrior like the ten pest 
crushing tree* with its force. Then those sons of ihine once more encom- 
passed that foremost of car-waniors. Meanwhile Drona, that foremost of 
36 
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smiters, mounting another chariot, proceeded to the gate of the array and 
stayed there far battle. Then. 0 king, the angry Miinia of great prowess, 
covered the car-division in bis front with showers 0 / shafts. Then those 
mighty car-warriors, rir, thy sons, thus struck in battle, endued as they were 
with great strength, fought with Bbima from desire of victory. Then I>iusa$aiu f 
excited with wrath, hurled at Bhimasena keen dart made entirely of iron, 
wishing to slay the son of Pandu. Bhiraa, however, cut in twain that fierce 
dart hurled by thy son, as it coursed towards him. This feat seemed exceed- 
ingly wonderful. The mighty son of Pandu then, with three other keen shafts, 
alew the three brothers Kundabhedin and Sushena and Dirghanetra. And 
again amongst those heroic sons of thine battling with him, Bhimi slew the 
the heroic Vrindaraks, that enhancer of the fame of the Kurus. And again, 
with three other shafts, Bhicna slew three other sons of thine, vis,, Abhaya 
and R sod r altar man and Durvimochana. Thus slaughtered, O king, by 
that mighty warrior, thy sons surrounded, Bhicna, that foremost of smitcri, 
on all side*. They then showered their arrows upon that eon of Pandu, 
of terrible deeds, like the cloud at the end of summer pouring torrents of rain 
on the mountain -breast. That slayer of hosts, vis , the heir of Pandu, 
received that arrowy shower like a mountain receiving a shower of stones. 
Indeed, the heroic Bhima felt no pain. Then the nn of Kunti, smiling the 
while, despatched by means of his shafts thy son Vitida and Anuvinda and 
Suvarman to the abode of Yams. Then the son of Pandu, O bull of 
Bharat's race, quickly pierced in that battle thy heroic ion Sudarsaru The latter 
thereupon fell down and expired. Within a very short time, the son of 
Pandu, casting his glances on that car-force, caused it by his shafts to fiy away 
in all directions. Then like a herd of deer frightened at the clatter of car- 
wheels or a loud shout, thy Kins, in that O battle, king afflicted with the fear 
of Bhimasena, suddenly broke and fled. The *>r of Kunti, however, pursued 
that large iorcc of thy sona,aud began, O king, to pierce the Kauravas from every 
side. Thy soldier*, O monarch, thus slaughtered by Bhimasna, fled away 
from battle, avoiding the son of Pandu and urging their own excellent steeds 
to their greatest speed. The mighty Bhimasena then, having vanquished 
them in battle, uttered leonine roars and made a great noise by slapping 
his armpits. And the mighty Bhima, having, made also a fierce noise with his 
palms and thereby frightened that cai-forcc, and having the foremost of 
warriors that were in it, passed towards the division of Drono, transposing 
that car-force (which be had vanquished)/ " 
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4c 5anjay» said,— ‘After the son of Pandu had crossed lhat car-force, the 
preceptor Drona, smiling the while, covered him with showers of arrows, 
desirous of checking his course. Stupifying thy force then with his powers 
of illusion, and drinking, as it weic, those shafts shot from the bow of Drona, 
Fhimascna rushed against those brothers, (t|i, thy sons). Then many kings, 
that were all great bowmen, urged by thy sons, rushing impetuously, began to 
surround him. Encompassed by them, O Bharma, Bhima smiling the while and 
uttering a leonine rear, took up and hurled at them with great force a fierce 
nucc destructive of hostile ranks. That mace of adamantine strength, hurled 
like Indra’s thunder by Ir dra himself, crushed, O king, thy soldiers in battle. 
And it seemed to fill, O king, the whole Earth with a loud noise. And bias- 
ing forth in splendour, that fierce mace inspired thy sons with fear. Beholding 
that mace of impetuous course and endued with lightning flashes coursing 
towards them thy warriors fled away, uttering frightful cries. And at 
the unbearable sound, 0 sire, of that fierce mace, many men fell down where 
they stood, and many car-warriors also foil down front their cars. Slaughtered 
by flhim&sena armed with the mace, thy waniors fled away in fear from battle, 
like deer attacked by a tiger. The son of Kunti, routing in battle those 
valorous foes of his, impetuously creased that force like Garuda of beautiful 
feathers. 

41 'While Bhimasena, tba; leader of leaders of car-divisions, was employed 
in such carnage, Bharadwaja’s son, O king, rushed at him. And Drona, 
checking Bhima by means of bis arrowy showers, suddenly uttered a leonine 
roar that inspired the Pandaw with fear. The battle that took place between 
Drona and the high-souled Bhima was, O king, furious and terrible and resem- 
bled the encounter between the gods and the A suras nf old. Heroic warriors 
by hundreds and thousands were in that battle begun to be slain by the keen 
i bafts shot from the bow of Drona. The son of Pandu then, jumping down 
from his car, shut his eyes, 0 king, and rushed on foot with great speed 
towards the car of Drona. Indeed, as a bovine bull easily bears a heavy 
shower of rain, even so that tiger among men, t tfs., Bhima, bore that arrowy 
downpour from Drona’s bow. Struck in that battle, O sire, by Drona, (he 
mighty Bhima, seizing Drona's car by the shaft, threw it down with great force. 
Thus thrown down in battle, O king, Dror.a, however, quickly mounting 
another car, proceeded towards the gate of the array, bir driver urging his 
steeds at that time with great speed. That feat, O thou of Kuril's race, 
achieved by Bhimasena, seetned exceedingly wondcifuL The mighty Bhima 
then, mounting upon his own car, rushed impetuously towards the army of 
thy sun. And he crushed the Kstelriyas in dial battle like a tempest crushing 
rows of trees. Indeed, Bhima proceeded, resisting the hostile warriors tike 
tbc mountain resisting the surging sea. Coining then upon the Bhoja troops 
that were protected by the son of Hridika Bhimasena. 0 king, grinded it 
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srcawly, and passed through it, Frightening tbc hostile soldiers with the found 
of his palms, O sire, Bbima vanquished them all like a tigei vanquishing a 
herd of bovine bulls. Passing through the Bbo}a division and that of the 
Kamvojas also, and countless tribef of MlucMtS tco, who were all accomplished 
in fight, and beholding that mighty car-warriors, ms., Sat yak i, engaged in 
fight, Bbiina<eru the son of Kumi, O monarch, proceeded resolutely and with 
great speed, desirous of having a sight of Dhananjaya. Tran sgrc»ing all thy 
warriors in that battle, tbc son of Pandu then sighted the mighty car-warrior 
Arjuna engaged in the fight. The valiant Bbima, that tiger among men, 
beholding Arjuna putting forth his prowess for the slaughter of the ruler of 
the Sindhus, uttered a loud shout, like, O monarch, the clouds roaring in the 
season of rains. Those terrible shouts of the roaring Bhimascna were, O thou 
of Kuril's race, heard by both Arjuna and Vasudeva in the midst of that battle t 
Both those heroes, simultaneously hearing that about of tbc mighty Bbima, 
repeatedly shouted themselves from desire uf beholding Vrikodara. Then 
Arjuna uttering a loud roar, and Midhava also doing the same, careered in 
battle like a couple of roaring bulls. Hearing then lira! roar of Bhiniasena, 
as also that of Phalguna armed with the bow, Vudhishthira the son of Dbarma, 
O king, became highly gratified. And king Yudhishthiia, hearing those 
sounds of Bliiuu and Arjuna, had his grief dispelled. And the lord 
Vudhishthira repeatedly wished success to Dhananjaya in battle. 

“ ‘While the fierce Bbima was thus roaring, the mighty armed Yudhishthira 
the son of Dharma, that foremost of virtuous men, smilingly reflected awhile 
aod thus worded the thoughts that inspired his heart O Bbima, thou hast 
truly sent me the message ! Thou hast truly obeyed tbc commands of thy 
superior ! They, O son of Pandu, can never have victory that have thee for 
their foe I By gtwd luck it is that Dhananajava, cajiable of shooting the bow 
with (even) his left hand, still liveth I By good luck the heroic Satyaki also, 
of proven incapable of being baffled, is safe aod sound 3 By good luck it is 
that I hear both Vasudeva and Dbananjaya uttering these roars 1 He who, 
having vanquished Sakra himself in battle, had gratified the bearer of sacrificial 
libations, that slayer of foes, ttt, Phalguna, by good luck still liveth in this 
battle ' He, relying upon the might of whose arms all of us are alive, that 
slayer of hostile armies, ns , Phalguna, by good luck, liveth still 1 He by 
whom with the aid of a single bow the Nivatokavachas were vanquished, those 
Danuta*, that is, that were incapable of being defeated by the very gods, he, 
n‘a, Partha, by good luck, liveth mil ! He who bad vanquished in Matsya’s 
city all the Kauravas aisemblcd together for seizing Virata's kine, that Partha, 
by good luck, liveth still I He who, by tbc might of bis arms, slew fourteen 
thousands of Kalakeyaa, that Partha, by good luck, liveth still 1 He who, for 
Duryodhana's sake, had vanquished, by the energy of hia weapons, the mighty 
aing of the Gdndharrai, jbat Partha, by good luck, liveth still l Decked 
with diadeui and garlands (of gold), endued w ith great strength, having white 
Bleeds (joked to his car) and Krishna himself for his charioteer, that Phalguna, 
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always deat to me, by good luck, liveth still ! Burning with grief on account 
of the death of his son, endeavouring to achieve a most difficult feat, and even 
no.? seeking lo slaughter Jayadratha, alas, U* that hath made that vow, r /#., 
Dhanunjaya, will he succeed in slaying the rulet ol the Sindhus in battle ? 
After be, protected by Vasudeva, will have accompished that vow of his, shall I 
behold that Arjaoa again. before the sun sets ? Shall the ruler of the Sindbua 
who is devoted to Duryodhana's welfare, slain by Plialguna, gladden his 
foes ? Shall king Duryadhana, beholding the ruler of the Stndhus slain in 
battle, make peace with us ? Beholding his brother slain in battle by 
Bhimasena, shall the wicked Duryodhana make peace with us ? Beholding 
other great warriors lying prostrate on the surface of the Earth, shall the 
wicked Duryodhana give way to remorse ! Shall not our hostilities cease with 
the single sacrifice of Bhisbma ? Shall that Suyodhana make peace with us 
(or saving the remnant (of what is still left to him and us) ? — Diverse reflec- 
tions of this kind passed through the mind of kind Yudhishthira who was 
overwhelmed with compassion. Meanwhile, the battle (between the Pandavr** 
and the Kauravas) raged furiously. 1 J 



SECTION CXX1X. 

u Dbritaraditra saxi,— 'While the mighty Bhimasena was uttering those loud 
about* deep as the roar of the clouds or peals thunder, what heroes (of our 
side) surrounded him ? I do not behold that warrior, 0 Sanjaya, 
in the three worlds, who is capable of staying before the enraged 
Bhimasena in battle t I do not, O son, behold him that stay on the 
field of battle before BLiimssena armed with mace and resembling Death 
himself I Who will stand before that Bhima, not excepting Sakra himself, 
that destroys a car with a car and an elephant with an elephant Who, 
amongst those devoted to Duryodhana's welfare stood in battle before 
Bhimasena excited with rage and engaged in slaughtering my sons t Who 
were those men that stood in battle io front of Bhimasena engaged in consum- 
ing my sons like a forest conflagration consuming dry leaves and straw ? 
Who were they that surrounded Bhima in battle, beholding my slain by 
him one after another like l>eath himself cutting off all creatures ? I do not 
fear Arjuna so much, or Krishna so much, or Satyaki so much, or him (nit , 
Dhrishtadyumna) so much who was born of the sacrificial fire, as 1 fear Bhima I 
Tell me, O Sanjaya, who were those heroes that rushed against that biasing 
fire, represented by Bhima. which so consumed my sons ? 

'Sanjaya said,— ^ 'While the mighty car warrior Bhimasena was uttering 
those roars, tbc mighty Kama, unable to bear them, rushed at him with a loud 
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shout, stretching his bow with great force. Indeed, tbe mighty Kama, desirous 
of battle, displayed his strength, and checked Bhinu's course like a tall tTce 
withstanding tempest. The heroic Bhima also, beholding Vikarun’s son 
before him, suddenly biased up n wrath and sped at him with great force 
many shafts whetted on stone. Kama received all those shafts and sped many 
in return. At that encounter between Bhima and Kama, hearing the sounds 
of their palms, the limbs of all the struggling combatants, car-warriors, and 
horsemen, began to tremble. Indeed, hearing the terrible roars of Bhimaacna 
on the field of battle, even all the foremost of Kshatriyat regarded the whole 
Earth uid the welkin to be filled by that noise. And at the fierce peats 
uttered by the high-tf>uled son of Pandu, the bows of all warriors in that battle 
dropped an tbe Earth. And steeds and elephants, O king, dispirited ejected 
urine and excreta. Various frightful omens of evil then made their appearance. 
The welkin was covered with flight* of vultures and Kankat during that terrific 
encounter between Bliinu and Kama. Then Kama struck Bhima with 
twenty arrows, and quickly pierced the latter's charioteer also with five. 
Smiling, the mighty and active Bhiuu then, in that battle, quickly sped at 
Kama four and sixty arrows. Then Karra, O king, sped four shafts at him. 
Bhima, by means of hi* straight shafts, cut them into many fragments, O 
king, displaying his lightness of hand. Then Kama covered him with dense 
showers of arrows. Thus covered by Kama, the mighty son of Pandu 
however, cut o/T Kama's bow At the handle and then pierced Kama with ten 
straight arrows. The Suta's son then, that mighty car-warrior of terrible 
deeds, taking up another bow and stringing it quickly, pierced Bhima in that 
battle (with many shafts). Then Bhima, excited with rage struck the Sutas sou 
with great force in the chest with three straight shafts. With (hose arrows sticking 
at his breast, Kama looked beautiful, O bull of Bbarata's race, like a mountain 
with three Ull summits. Thus pierced with mighty shafts, blood began to 
flow from his wounds like torrents of liquid red chalk adown the breast of a 
mountain. Afflicted with those shafts shot with great force, Kama became 
agitated a little. Fixing an arrow then on his bow, he pierced Bhima again, 
O sire I And once more he began to shoot arrow by hundreds and thousands. 
Suddenly shrouded with shafts by that firm bowman, pis., Kama, the son of 
Pandu, smiling tbe while, cut nlf Karma’s bowstring. And then, with a broad 
headed arrow, he despatched Kama's charioteer to the abode of Yama. 
And that mighty car-warrior, tvs., Bhima, deprived ;hc four steeds also of Kama 
of their lives. The mighty car warrior Kama then speedily jumping down, 
O king, from his needless car, mounted tbe car of Vriahasena. The valiant 
BliitUAttna then, having vanquished Kama in battle, uttered a loud shout 
deep as the roar of the clouds. Hearing that roar, O BbaraU, Yudbishthira 
became highly gratified, knowing that Kama had been vanquished by 
Bhimaxena. And the cumbatants of the Pandava army blew their conchs 
from every side. Their enemies, tds. t thy warriors, hearing that noise, roared 
loudly. Arjuoa stretched Gurufoa, and Krishna blew Fanchaajuya. Drown* 
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ing however, all those sounds, the noise made b y the roaring Bbiraa, was, O 
king, heard by all the combatants, O sire 2 Then those two warriors, ni,, 
Kama and Bhima, each struck the other with straight shafts. The son of 
Radho, however, shot shafts mildly, but the son of Pandu shot his with great 
force.' " 



SECTION CXXX 

^Sanjaya sitd,— 'After that army had (thus) been routed, and Arjuna and 
Bhimasena had til gone after the ruler of the Sindhos, thy son (Duryodhana) 
proceeded towards Drona. And Duryodhtni went to the preceptor, on his 
single car, thinking, by the way, of diverse duties. That car of thy son, 
endued with the speed of the w!nd or thought, proceeded with great celerity 
towards Drona. With eyes red in wrath, thy son addressed the preceptor and 
said.— O grinder of foes, Arjuna and Bh;masona, and the unvanquished Satyaki, 
and many mighty car-warriors, defeating all our troops, have succeeded in 
approaching the ruler of the Sindhus ! Indeed, those mighty car-warriors, 
vanquished all the troop*, themselves unvanqubed, are fighting even there ! O 
giver of honors, how bast thou been trangresaed by both Satyaki and Bhima ? 
O foremost of Brahamaius, this thy defeat at the hands of Satwau, of Arjuna, 
aud of Bbimaseoa, is, like the drying of the ocean, exceedingly wonderful in 
this world ! People are loudly asking,— fH'jw, indeed, could Drona, that 
master of the science of arms, be vanquished ?] Even thus are all the 
warriors speaking in depreciation of thee l Destruction is certain for my 
Ijckless self in battle, when three ear-warriors, O tiger among men, Ixave in 
succession transgressed thee ! When however, all this hath happened, tell 
us what thou hast to say on the business that awaits us ! What hath happened, 
is post 1 0 giveer of honors, think now of what remaining ! Say quickly what 
should next be done for the ruler of the Sindhus on tbe present occasion, 
and let what thou safest be quickly and property earned out ! — 

M Drona said,— ‘listen, O great king, to what I, having reflected much, say 
unto tbee about what should now be done ! As yet only three great car- 
warriors among tbe Pandavas have transgressed us. We hare as much fear 
btkind those three as we have btfort them.* There, however, where Krishna 
and Dhananjaya ire, our fears must be greater. The Bharita army hath 
been attacked both before and behind. In this pass I think that the 
protection of the ruler of the Sindhus is what I tfcnk our first duty. Jayadratha, 
afraid of Dhananjaya deserves oi all to be protected by us I The heroic 
Yuyudkana and Vrikodara have both gone against the ruler of the Sindhus. 



* The fear Mini them was from the Pandavas army. The fear btfirt 
them was from tbe car-warriors who had succeeded in penetrating the Kuru 
host— T. 
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All this that hath p:wne is ih€ fruit of that match at dice conceived by Sakuni's 
intellect Neither victor) roc defeat took place in the (gaming) assembly. 
Now that we are engaged in this sport, there will be victory or defeat ! Those 
innocent things with which u>akum had formcly played in the Kuril assembly 
and which he regarded as dice, weie in reality invincible shifts. Truly, 
there where, O sire, the Kaurovas were congregated, they were not dice, but 
tenible arrows capable of mangling your bodies I At present, however, 0 king, 
know the combatants for players, these shafts for dice, and the ruler of die 
Sindhus, without doubt, 0 monarch for the stake, in this game of battle 
Indeed Jayadratha is the great stake about which wc arc playing today with 
the enemy 1 Under the circumstances, therefore, O monarch, all of us 
becoming reckless of our very lives, should make due arrangements for the 
protection of the ruler of tbc Sindhus in battle 1 Engaged as we are in our 
present sport, it is here that we will have victory or defeat, here, tint is, where 
those great bowmen are protectihg the ruler of the Sindhu I Go thither, 
therefore, with speed, and protect those protectors (of Jayadratha) I As regards 
myself. I will stay here, for despatching others (to the presence of Jayadratlia) 
and checking the Panchalas, the Pandit and the Srinjayas united togethers I— 
Thus commanded by the preceptor, Duryodhana quickly proceeded (to the 
place indicated) with his followers, resolutely setting his self to (the accomplish- 
ment of) a fierce task- The two protectors of tbc wheels of Arjuna's car, tvs., 
the Pandiala princes Yudhamanyu *jid Uiuuuaujus, were at that time proceed- 
ing towards Savyasachin by the skirls of the Kuru array. Thou mayest 
remember, O king, that formerly while Arjuna penetrated thy host from 
desire of battle, those two princes, O monarch, had been chocked in their 
progress by Kritavarman. Now, the Kuru king beheld them proceeding 
by the skirts nf his host. The mighty Duryodhana of Bharata's race lost 
no time in engaging in a fierce battle with those two brothers thus rushing 
furiously. Those two foremost of Kshatriyaa, reputed us mighty car-warriors, 
then rushed, in that battle, at Duryodhana, with outstretched bow#. 
Yudhamanyu pierced Duryodhana with twenty, and his four steeds with 
four shafts. Duryodhana, however, with a single shaft, cut off Yudha- 
nunyu’s standard. And thy son then cut off the former’s how also with 
another shaft And then with a broad-headed arrow the Kuru king felled 
Yudhaoianyu's charioteer from his niche in the car. Anb then he pierced 
the four steeds of the latter with four shafts. ITi«n Yudhamanyu, excited 
with wrath, quickly sped, in that battle, thirty shafts at the centre of thy 
son's chest. Then Uttunaujas also, excited with wrath, pierced Duryodhaiur's 
charioteer with shafts decked with gold, and despatched him to Vann's 
abode- Duryodhana also, O monarch, then slew the four steeds as also the 
two PttrsAni charioteers of UtUmaujas the prince of the Panchalas. Then 
Uttamaujas, in that battle, becoming steedles* and driverless, quickly 
ascended the car of his brother Yudhamanyu. Ascending on the car of 
his brother, he struck Duryodbana's steeds with many shafts. Slain 
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therewith, those steeds fell down on the forth. Upon the fall of his 
steeds, the valiant Yudhanunyu then, by a mighty weapon, quickly cut off 
Duryodhana's bow, and then (with another shaft) his leathern fence. That 
bull among men then, thy son, jumping down from that steed less and 
drlveilesa car, took up a mace and proceeded against the two princes of 
Panchala. Beholding that subjugator of hostile towns thus advancing in 
wrath, both Yudbamanyu and Uttaroaujas jumped down from the terrace of 
their car. Then Duryodhma, armed as he was with a mace, pressed down 
into the Barth with that mice that foremost of cars decked with gold, 
with steeds and driver and standard. Thy son then, that scorcher of foes, 
having thus crushed that car. steed leas and driverless as he himself was, 
quickly ascended the car of the king of the Madras. Meanwhile those two 
mighty car-wariiors, Pit., those two foremost Panchala princes, ascending 
on two other cars, proceeded towards Arjuna.’ * 



SECTION CXX XI. 

•‘Sanjaya said, — 'During the progress, O monarch, of dial battle nuking 
the hair to stand on end, and when all the combatants were filled with 
anxiety and greatly afflicted, the son of Radtn, O bull of Bharata's race, proceed- 
ed against Bhima for battle, like an infuriate elephant in the forest proceeding 
against another infuriate elephant., 

“DhriUrashtni said — M How raged that battle, in the neighbourhood of 
Arjuna's car, betwoen thoBC two mighty car warrior®, 9ft. , Bhima and Kama, 
both of whom are endued with great strength ? Once before, Kama had been 
vanquished by Bhimasena in battle. I fow, therefore, could the mighty car warrior 
Kama again proceed against Bhima ? How also could Bhima proceed Againit 
the Safa's son, that mighty warrior who is reckoned as the greatest of car-warriors 
on Earth ? Yudhiththira the son of Dharma, having prevailed over Bhishma 
and Drona, did not fear anybody else so much as the bowman Kama ! 
Indeed, thinking of the mighty car-warrior Kama, he ptsseth his nights slerp- 
lessly from fear I How, then, could Bhima encounter that Safas son in battle ? 
Indeed, O Sanjaya, bow oould Bhima fight with Kama, that foremost of 
warriors, that hero devoted to the Brahmanas, endued with energy, and never 
retreating from battle ? How, indeed, did those two heroes, *iY, the Safa's son 
Vrikodara, fight with each other in that encounter which took place in the 
vicinity of Arjuna's car ? Informed before of bis brotherhood (with the 
Panjavas), the Safas son is, again, compassionate. Remembering also his 
words to Kunti, how could he fight with Bhima ? As regards Bhima also, 
remembering all the wrongs formerly inflicted on bun by the Safa's aon, 
how did that hero fight with Kama in battle ? My son Duryodhann, O Safa, 
hapeth that Kama will vanquish all the Pandatas in battle. Ha upon whom 
my wretched son Tcstcth his hope of victory in haute bow, did hi fight with 
37 
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Bhimasena of terrible deeds ? That Su/a's sod, relying upon whom my sons 
rlx>se hostilities with those mighty car waniors (rts* the sons of Pandu), bow 
did Btrima fight with 4 imi ? Indeed, remem being the diverse wrongs and 
injuries done by him, how did Bhima fight with that 9on of a Suia ? How, 
indeed, oould Bhima light with that son of a Suta, who, endued with great 
valour, had foremerly subjugated the whole Earth on a single car ? How did 
Bhima fight with that son of a Suta, who was born with a (natural) pair of 
ear rings t Thou art skilled in narration, O Sanjaya ! Telt me, therefore, in 
detail how the battle took place between those two, and who amongst them 
obtained the victory P 

‘•Sanjaya said, — 'Leaving Radius son, that foremost of car-wrrriors, 
Bhimasena, desired to proceed to the pLce where those two lseraes, tb., 
Krishna and Dhananjaya, were- The son of Radba, however, rushing towards 
him as he pcocecded, covered him, O king, with dense showers of arrows like 
a cloud pouring torrents of rain on a mountain. The mighty son of Adhiratha, 
hit face beautiful as a full-blown lotus lighted up with a smile, challenged 
Bhimasena to battle, as the latter was proceeding. And Kama said,— 0 
Bhima, I dreamt not that thou knowest how to fight ! Why then dost thou 
•bow me thy back from desire of meeting with Aijuna ? 0 delightcr of the 
Pan davas, this is scarcely fit for a ton of Kunti ! Staying therefore, where 
thou art, cover me with thy anew* !— Bhimasena, hearing that challenge of 
Kama, brooked it not, but wheeling his car a little, began to fight with the 
Sufa's son. The illustrious Bhimasena showered cloud; of straight shafts. 
Desiring also to arrive at the end of those hostilitcs by slaying Kama, Bhima 
began to weaken that hero conversant with ev.ry weapon and clad in mail and 
staying before him for engaging in a single combat. The mighty Bhima, that 
schorcher of foes, that wrathful son of Panda, having slain numerous Kaurovas, 
shot diverse showers of fierce shafts at Kama, O sire ! The Sutat son, endued 
with great strength, swallowed by means of the power of hia own weapons, all 
those showers of arrows shot by that hero possessed of the tread of an 
infuriate elephant Duly favoured by knowledge, that great bowman vis., 
Kama, began in that battle, O monarch, to career like a preceptor (of military 
•cienceX The wmthful son of Rad ha smiling the while teemed to mock 
Bhimasena as the latter was battling in great wrath. The son of Kunti brooked 
not that smile of Kama in the midst of many brave warriors witnessing from 
all sides that fight of theirs. Like a guide striking a huge elephant with a 
hook, the mighty Bhima, excited with rage, pierced Kama whom he had 
obtained within reach, with many calf-toothed shafts in the centre of the 
cheit. And once more Bhicuuena pierced the Suta s son of variegated 
armour with three and seventy well-shot and keen arrows equip! with beautiful 
wmgs and cased in golden armour, each with five shafts. And soon, within 
the twinkling of the eye, was seen a network of slabs about Bhiir.a’s car 
caused by Kama. Indeed, 0 monarch, those shafts shot from Kama's bow 
completely shrouded that cir with its standard and driver and the Pandava 
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himself. Then Kama pierced the impenetrable armour of Bhima with four 
and sixty arrow*. And excited with rage he then pierced Partha himself with 
many straight shafts capable of penetrating into the very vita)*. The mighty- 
armed Vrikodara, however, disregarding those shafts shot from Karnas bow, 
fearlessly struck the Sutfi son. Pierced with these shafts, resembling snakes 
of virulent poison, shot from Kama's bow, Bhima. O monarch, felt no pain 
in that battle. The valiant Bhima then, in that encounter, pierced Kama 
with two and thirty broad headed shafts of keen points and fierce energy. Kama, 
however, with the greatest indifference, covered, in return, with his arrows, the 
mighty-armed Bhimascna who was desirous of JayadratWs slaughter, indeed, 
the son of Radha, in that encounter, fought mildly with bhima, while Bhima, 
remembering his former wrong?, fought with him angrily. The wrathful 
Bbiraasen* could not brook that disregard by Kama. Indeed, that slayer of 
foes quickly shot showers of arrows at Radha’s son. Those arrows, sped in 
that encounter by BbitnateM, felt on every limb of Kama like cooing birds. 
Indeed, those arrows equip* with golden wings and keen points, shot from 
Bhimasena's bow, covered the son of Radha like 1 flight of insects covering 
a blazing Are. Kama, bower cr, O king, that foremost of car* warriors, thus 
covered all over with those arrows, shot showers of fierce shafts in return, 0 
BharaU. Then Vrikodara cut off, with many broad-headed arrow's those 
shafts, resembling thunder -bolts, shot by that ornament of battle, before they 
could come at him. That chastiser of foes ns., Kama the ton of Vikaruna,oocc 
more, O Bbarata, covered Bhimasena with bis arrowy showers. We then, O 
Bharat*, beheld Bhima so pierced in that encounter with arrows as to resemble 
a porcupine with its quills erect on its body.* Like the Sun holding his own 
rays, the heroic Bhima held in that battle all tboie shafts, whetted on stone 
and equipt with wings of gold, that were shot from Kama's bow. All Ini limbs 
bathed in blood, Bhimasena looked resplendent like an Aiaka tree in 
spring decked with its flowery burthen. The mighty-armed Bhima could not 
brook that conduct, in battle, of the mighty^rmed Kama. Rolling bis eyes 
in wrath, he pierced Kama with five and twenty long shafts. Thereupon 
Kama looked like a white mountain with many snakes of virulent poison 
(hanging from its sides). And once wore Bhimasena, endued with the 
prowess of a celestial, pierced the Sut as son who was prepared to lay down 
bis life in battle, with six and then with eight arrows. And, again, with 
another arrow, the valiant Bhimasena quickly cut off Kama's bow, smiling 
the while. And he slew abo with his shafts the four steeds of Kama and 
rhen his charioteer, and then pierced Kama himse'f in the chest with a 
number of long shafts endued with the effulgence of the Sun- Those winged 
shafts, piercing through Kama’s body, entered the Earth, like the rays of the 



• Many of the Bengal texts have Calabkmrmu This is a mistake, the 
word being Calais and not Calabha which would be unmeaning bete. — T. 
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Sun piercing through tl»e clouds. Afflicted with arrows and his bow cut off, 
Kama, though proud of his manliness, felt great pain and proceeded to 
another car/ " 



SECTION CXXXIL 

4 ' Dbritarashtra Mid,—' “What, indeed. O Sanjaya, did Duryodhana say when 
he saw that Kama turning away from the field upon whom my sons liad 
reposed all their hopes of victory ? How, indeed, did the mighty Bhima. 
proud of his energy, fight ? Wbat also, O son, did Kama do after this, 
beholding Bhinuscna in that battle resemble a blaring fire ? 

"Sanjaya said,— 'Mounting upon another car that was duly eejuipt, 
Kama once more proceeded against the son of Pandu, with the fury of 
ihc ocean totted by ;bc tempest. Beholding Adhjratha's son excited with 
rage, thy sons* O king, regarded Bhi nasena to be already poured as a libation 
on the (Kama) fire. With furious twang of bowstring and terrible sounds of his 
palms, the son of Radha shot dense showers of shafts towards Bhimasena's 
car. And once more, O monarch, a terrible encounter took place between 
the heroic Kama and the highsouied libitas. Both excited with wrath, both 
endued with mighty-arms, each desirous of slaying the other, those two 
warriors looked at each other as if resolved to bum each other with their 
(wrathful) glances. The eyes of both were red in rage, and both breathed 
fiercely, like a couple of snakes. Endued with great heroism, those two 
chastisers of foes approached and mangled each other. Indeed, they fought 
with each other like two hawks endued with great activity, or like two 
Sandhis excited with wrath. Then that chastiser of foes, tis., Bhima, 
recollecting ah the woes suffered by him on the occasion of the match at 
dice, and during his exile in the woods and residence in Virata's city, and 
bearing in mind the rubbing of their kingdom swelling with prosperity 
and gems by thy sons and the numerous other wrongs inflicted on the Panda- 
vas by thee and the Suta't son and remembering also the fact that thou 
hadst conspired to burn the innocent Kunti with her sons, and calling 
to his memory the sufferings of Krishna in the midst of the assembly at the 
band* of those wretches, as also the seizure of her tresses by Ihiaasana and 
the harsh speeches uttered, O Bbaxata, by Kami, to tbe effect— Take (him 
(mother husband , /or all thy husbands an dead : the sons </ Pritha hat* 
sunk info hill and an like usamum suds without 4rrwr/,— remembering also 
those other words, O son of Kuril, that the Kauraras uttered in thy presence, 
and tbe fact also that thy sons had been desirous of enjoying Krishna as a 
slave, and those barsb words tbat Kama spoke to tbe sons of Pandu when 
tbe latter, attired in deer-skins were about to be banished to tbe woods, and 
the brag in which thy wrathful and foolish son, himself in prosperity indulged, 
tbe diar leased sons of Pritha as veritable straw, indeed, the virtuous Bhima 
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that slayer of foes, remembering these and all the woes he had suffered since 
his childhood, became reckless of his very life. Stretching his invincible and 
formidable bow the back of whose staff was decked with gold. Vrikodara, that 
tiger of Bharau’s Ttce, utterly reckless of his life, rushed against Kama. 
Shooting dense showers of bright arrows whetted on stone, Bbima shrouded 
the very light of the Sun. Adhiratba's wn. however, smiling the while, 
quickly baffled, by means of his own winged arrows whetted on stone, that 
arrowy downpour of Bbimasena. Endued with great strength and mighty arms, 
that mighty car-warrior, pf;., the son of Adhiratha, then pierced Bhinia with 
nine keen arrows. Struck with those arrows like an elephant struck with the 
book, Vrikodara fearlessly rushed against the S*tofs sun. Kama, however, 
rushed against that bull among the Pandavas who was thus rushing towards 
him with great impetuosity and force, like an infuriate elephant against 
an infuriate compeer. Blowing his conch then whose blast resembled the 
the sound of a hundred trumpets, Kama cheerfully agitated the foice that 
supported Bhima, like the raging sea. Beholding that force of bis consisting 
of elephants and steeds and cars and foot soldiers, thus agitated by Kama, 
Bhima, approaching the former, covered him with arrows. Then Kama caused 
his own steeds of the hue of swans tn be mingled with tliose of Dhiniasena’s of 
the hue of bears, and shrouded the son of Pandu with his shafts. Beholding 
those steeds of the hoe of bears and fleet as the wind, mingled with those of 
the hue of swans, cries of jh and alas arose from among the troupe of thy sons. 
Those steeds, fleet as tbc wind, thus mingled together, looked exceedingly 
beautiful, like white and black cloud*, O monarch, mingled together in the 
firmament. Beholding Kama and Vrikodara to be both excited with wrath, 
great car-warriors uf thy army began to tremble with fear. The field of bailie 
where they fought soon became awful like the domain* of Yama. Indeed, 
O best of Bliaratas, it became as frightful to behold as the city of the dead. 
The great au-wariiors of thy army, looking upon that scene as if they were 
spectators of a sport in an arena, beheld not any of the two to ©tin any 
advantage over the other in that dreadful encounter. They only beheld, O 
king, that mingling and clash of the mighty weapons of those two warriors, as 
a result, O monarch, of the evil policy of thyself and thy ton 1 Those two 
slayers of foes continued to cover each other with their keen shaft* Both 
endued with wonderful prowess, they filled the welkin with their arrowy 
downpours. Thoie two mighty car-warriors shooting at each other keen shafts 
from desire of taking each other's life became exceedingly beautiful to behold 
like two clouds pouring torrents of rain. Those two chastisers of foes, shooting 
gold-decked arrows, made the welkin look bright, O king, is if with bbxing 
meteors. Shafts equipt with vulturinc feathers, shot by those two heroes, look- 
ed like rows of excited cranes in the autumn sky. Meanwhile Krishna and 
Dbananjaya, those chastisers of fo», engaged in battle with the Su/as son 
thought the burthen too great for Bbiou to bear. As Kama and BhLma for 
baffling each other's shafts, shot these arrows at each other, many elephants 
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and steeds men deeply struck therewith, fell down deprived of life. And in 
consequence of those falling and fallen creatures deprived of life counting by 
thousands, a great carnage, O king, took place in the army of thy sons. And 
soon, O bull of Bharat's race, the field of battle became covered with the 
bodies of men and steeds and elephants deprived of life.' ” 



section cxxxin. 

'‘DhriUrashtra said.— *1 regard Bhiuiasbena's prowess to be exceedingly 
wonderful, inasmuch ax he succeeded in battling with Kama of singular activity 
and energy. Indeed, 0 Sanjaya. tell tne wby that Kama, who is capable 
of resisting in battle the very celestials with the YaMas and Alums and 
men, armed with all kinds of weapons, could not vanquish in battle Pandu's 
Bon Bhima biasing with resplendence ? O tell rue, how that battle took 
place between them in which each staked bis very life. I think that in an 
encounter between the two, success is within reach of both as, indeed, both 
arc liable to defeat.* O Suta % obauning Kama in battle, my son 

Su>odhana always ventures to vanquish the sons of Pritha with Govinda and 
the Satwata* 1 Hearing, however, of the repeated defeat in battle of Kama 
by Bhunascna of terrible deeds, a swoon seems to come upon me ! I think 
the Kauravas to be already slain, in consequence of the evil policy of my 
son 1 Kama will never succeed, O Sanjaya, in vanquishing those mighty 
bowmen, vvs., tbe *>n« of Pritha ! In all the battles that Kama lias fought 

with the sons of Panda, the Latter have invariably defeated him on tbe field. 
Indeed, 0 too, the Pandavaa are incapable of being vanquished by the 
very gods with Vasara at their head 1 Alat, ruy wicked son Duryodbana 
knoweth it not! Having robbed Pritha's son, who it like the Lord of tbe 
treasures himself, of his wealth, my son of little intelligence teeth not the 
fall like a searcher oflxwvey (in tbe mountains). Conversant with deceit, be 
regardelh it to be irrevocably his and always insulteth tbe Pandaraa 
Myself also, of unrefined soul, overcome with affection for my children, 
scrupled not to despise the higb-souled sons of Pandu that arc observant of 
morality I Yndhishtbira the son of Pritha, of great foresight, always sbo- 
wed himself desirous of peace. My sons, however, regarding him incapable, 
despised him. Bearing in mind all those woes and all the wrongs ( sustai- 
ned by the Pandavas \ tbe mighty-armed Bbimasena battled with the S»(*i 
son ! Tell me, therefore, O Sanjaya, how Bbima and Kama, those two 
foremost of warriors, fought with each other, dewrous of taking each other’s 
life l 1 



♦ I render the second hne of 4 too freely. The sense seems to be that 
when two persons fight, one cannot ay beforehand who will succeed. Both 
have chances of success as, indeed, both have chances of defeat— T. 




DRONA PARVA 



295 



"S*n]aya said,— Hear, O king, how the battle took place between Kama 
and Bhima which resembled an encounter between two elephants in the forest 
<tesirous of slaying each other. The son of Vikirtana, O king, excited 
with rage and potting forth his prowess pierced that chastiser of foes, n‘*„ the 
angry Bhima of great prowess with thirty shifts. Indeed, O chief of Bharata’f 
race, Vikartana's son struck Bhima with many arrows of keen points, decked 
with gold, and endued with great impetuosity. Bhima, however, with 
three sharp shafts cut off the bow of Kama as the latter was engaged in 
striking him. And with a broad-headed arrow the son of Pandu then felled 
on the Earth Kama's charoiteer from his niche in the car. The son of 
Vikartana, then, desirous of slaying Bbimasena, scired a dart whose shaft was 
decked with gold and stones of lapis lazuli. Grasping that fierce dart, which 
resembled a second Jan of Death, and uplifting and aiming it, the mighty 
son of Radha hurled it at Bhimaaeiu with a force sufficient to take away 
TUiinu's life. Hurling that dart like Purandara hurling the thunder-bolt, 
Kadha’s ion of great strength utteTed a loud roar. Hearing that roar thy 
SODS became filled with delight. Bhima, however, with seven swift arrows, 
cut 0 ff in the welkin that dart endued with the effulgence of the Sun or fur, 
hurled from the hands of Kama. Cutting off that dart resembling a 
snake Just freed from its slough, Bhima, O sire, as if on the look out for 
uking the life-breaths of the Sw/tf'r son, sped, in great wrath, many shafts 
in that battle that were equipi with peacock feath ers and gulden wings, and 
each of which, whetted on stone, resembled the rod of Yama. Kama also 
of great energy, taking up another formidable bow the back of whose 
staff was decked with gold, and drawing it with force, shot many shafts. 
The son of Pandu, however, cut off all those arrows with nine straight 
arrows of his own. Haring, cut off, 0 ruler of men, thone mighty 
slvafts shot by Vasusbena, Bhima, O monarch, uttered a loud roar like 
tliat of a lion. Roaring at each other like two mighty bulls for the 
sake of a cow in season, or like two tigers for tbe sake of the same 
piece of meat, they endeavoured to strike each other, each being desirous 
of finding the other's laihet. At times they looked at each other with 
angry eyes like two mighty bulls in a cowpcn. Then like two huge elephants 
striking each other with the points of their tusks, they encountered each 
other with shai?9 6hot from their bows drawn to the fullest stretch. 
Scorching each utber, O king, with their arrowy showers, they put forth 
llveir prowess upon each other, eyeing each other in great wrath. Some- 
times laughing at each other and sometimes rebuking each other, and 
sometimes blowing their concbs.J they continued to fight with each other. 
Then Bh«ma once more cut off Kama's bow at the handle, O sire, and 
despatched by means of his shafts the latter’s steeds, white as conchs, tu the 
abode of Vama. And the son of Pandu also felled hi* enemy's charioteer 
from his niche in the car. Then Kama the son of Vilurtana, made 
stecdlcs9 and driverks*, and covered in that battle (with shafts), became 
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plunged into great anxiety. Stupified by Bhinu with h» arrowy showers, 
he knew not what to da Beholding Kama placed in tlie distressful plight, 
king Duryodhana, trembling with wrath, commanded (his brother) Durjaya, 
saying,— Go, O Durjaya ! There the son of Pandit is about to devour Lhe 
son of Radha ! Stay that beardless eunuch soon, and infuse strength into 
Kama ! — Thus addressed, thy son Durjaya, saying unto Duryodhana — So be 
it,— rushed towards Bbimasena engaged (with Kama) and covered him with 
arrows. And Durjaya struck Bhima with nine shafts, his steeds with eight, 
his driver with six, his standard wi.h three, and once more Bhinu himself with 
seven. Then Bhimasena, excited with wrath, piercing with his shafts the very 
vitals of Durjaya and his steeds and drivcT, despatched them to Yuma's abode. 
Then Kama, weeping in grief, circumambulated that son of thine, who, decked 
with ornaments, lay on the Earth, writhing like a snake. Bhinu then, having 
made that deadly foe of his, oft. Kama, earless, smilingly covered him with 
shafts and made him look like a SatagAw with numberless spikes on it. The 
Atirntha Kama, however, that chastiser of foes, though thus pierced with 
arrows, did not yet avoid the enraged Rhima in that battle/ *' 



5KCTION CXXXIV. 

4 San)aya said, — The carles* Kama, thus once more completely defeated 
by Bhima, mounted another car and spoedily began to pieTce the son of 
Pandu. Like two huge elephants encountering each other with the points of 
their tusks, they struck each other with shafts shot from their bows drawn to 
the fullest itretch. Then Kama, striking Bhimasena with showers of shafts, 
uttered a loud roar, and once more pierced him in the chest Bhima, however, 
in return, pierced Kama with ten straight arrows and once more with twenty 
straight arTuwa Then Kama, piercing Bhima, O king, with nine arrows in 
the centre of die chest, struck the latter's standard with a sharp shaft. The 
son of Pritba then pierced Kama in return with three and sixty arrows, like 
a guide striking a mighty elephant with the hook or a rider striking a 9teed 
with the whip. Deeply pierced, O king, by the illustrious son of Pandu, the 
heroic Kama began to lick with his longue the comers of his mouth, and his 
eyes became red in rage. Then, O monarch, Kama sped at Bhimasena, for 
his destruction, a shaft capable of piercing every '.body like Indra hurling his 
thunderbolt. Thai shaft equipt with beautiful feathers sped from the bow 
of the Sifa’s son, piercing Partha in that battle, sank deep into the Earth. 
Then the mighty-armed Bhima, with eyes red in wuth, hurled without a 
moment's reflection, at the Sa/a's son, a heavy six-sided mace, decked with 
gold, measurir.g full Tout cubits in length, and resembling the bolt of Indra 
in force. Indeed, like Indra slaying the Asuras with his thunderbolt, that 
hero of Bbarata's race, excited with wrath, slew with that mace the well- 
trained Heeds, of the foremost treed, of Adhiratha's son. Ihen, O bull of 
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Bbarata's race, the roightyarmed Bhima, with a couple o i nuor-/ac*d 
arrowy cut off the staudard oi Karrw. And then he slew, with a number 
of shafts, his cnem)’s charioteer. Abandoning that stcedless and driverless 
and standudlejs car, Karna, O Bhamu, cheerlessly stood on the Earth, 
drawing hit bow. The prowess that we then belaid of Radius son was 
extremely wonderful, inasmuch as that foremost of car-warriora, though 
deprived of car, continued to resist his foe Beholding that foremost of men, 
m., the son of Adhiratha, deprived of his car, Duryodhana, 0 monarch, 
said unto (ht» brother) Durmuk ha, —There, 0 Durmukha, the son of JUdha 
hath been derived of his car by Bhimasena I Fur nidi ilul foremost 
of rr.cn, that mighty car-warrior, with a car !— Hearing these words of 
Duryodhana, thy son Durmukha, O Bbarau, quickly proceeded towards Kama 
and covered Bciiou with his shafts. Beholding Durmukha desirous of 
supporting the Suta't son in that battle, the son of the W nd-god was filled 
with delight and begun to hek the corners of his mouth. Then resisting 
Kama the while with hit shaft*, the son of Pandu quickly sped his c*r towards 
Durmukha. And in that moment, O king, with nine straight arrows of keen 
points, Bhima despatched Duruiiikha to Yuma's abode. Upon Durmukha’i 
slaughter, the son of Adhiratha mountod upon the car of that (wince, and 
looked resplendent, O king, like the blazing Sun. Beholding Dormukh* lying 
prostrate on the field, bis very vitals pierced {with shafts), and hU body bathed 
in btood, Ivirn.i with tearful eyes abstained for a moment from the fight. 
Circumambulating the fallen prince ar.d leaving him there, the heroic Kama 
began to breathe long and hot breaths and knew not what to do. Seizing that 
opportunity, O king, Bhimatcna sped at the Svta's son four and ten long 
shafts equip! with rulturine feathers. Those blood drinking shafts of golden 
wings, endued with great force illumining tbc ten points as they cjursed 
through the welkin, pierced the armour of the .Svfei s son, and drank his life- 
blond, O king, and passing through his body, sank into the Earth and looked 
replendent like angry snakes, O monarch, urged on by Death h : mself, with 
halt their bodies inserted within their holes. Then the son of Radba, without 
reflecting a moment, pierced Bhiuu in return with four and ten fierce shafts 
decked with gold. Those fierce winged arrows, piercing through Bhima’* 
right arms, entered the Earth like birds entering a grove of trees. Striking 
against the Earth, those arrows looked resplendent, like the blazing rays of 
of tbe Sun while proceeding towards the Asfa hills. Pierced in that battle 
with those alhpcirdng arrows Bhima began to sited copious streams of blood 
like a mountain ejecting streams of water. Then Bhima pierced the S*/a’t 
son in return with three shafts endued with the impetuosity of Garudi, and 
be pkreed the latter’s charioteer also with seven. Then, O k-ng, Kama thus 
afflicted with Bhima's might, became e*c©odingly distressed. And that 
illustrious warrior then fled, forsaking the butte, borne away by his fleet 
stoeds. The Atiratka Bbitnaiem, however, drawing hia bow decked with 
gold, stayed in battle, looking rcsplcdent like a blazing fire/ 
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SECTION CXXXY 

“Dhritarashrta said. — 4 I think Destiny is supreme. Fie on Exertion which 
is useless* inasmeh as the son of Adhtauha, though fighting resolutely, could 
not vanquish the sun of Pandu 1— Kama boasts of his competence to 
vanquish in battle all the Paribas with Govwda amongst them. I do not in 
the world, see another warrior like Kama ! — I often heard Duryodhana speak 
in this strain. Indeed, O Suta, the wretched Duryodhana used to 
tell me formerly, — Kama is a mighty hero, a firm bowman, above all fatigue. 
If I has c that V&sushena for my ally, the very gods will not be a match for 
me, what need be raid* therefore, O monarch, of the sons of Pandu that 
are week and heartless ?— Tell me therefore, O Sanj tya, what did Duryodhana 
say beholding that Kama defeated and looking like a snake deprived of its 
poison and flying away from battle l Alas, deprived of his senses, Duryodhana 
despatched the unsupported Durmukha, unacquainted though he was with 
battle, into that fiery encounter like an insect into the bkuing fire l U 
Ssnjaya, even Aswathaman and the ruler of the Madras add Kripa, united 
together, cannot stay before Bhiaiasena 1 Even these know the terrible 
might, equal to that of ten thousand elephants, of Bhima endued wiili live 
energy of Marut himself, as also his cruel intents ! Why would those warriors, 
acquainted with Bhima's might, wrath, and energy, provoke the fire, in tattle, 
of that hero of cruel deed?, that warrior tcscmbling Yama hinuelf as tike latter 
becomes at the end of the Yugtt ? It seems that Syfas son, the mighty- 
armed Kama alone, relying on tho prowess of his own arms* fought in battle 
with Bhimasena, disregarding the litter, That son of Pandu who vanquished 
Kama in battle like Purandara vanquishing an A sura % is incapable of being 
vanquished by anybody in fight. Wbo it there that would, hopeful of life, 
approach that Bhima who, in Arjuna's quest, alone entered my host, having 
grinded Drona himself ? Who, indeed, is there, O San jap, that would dare 
stay in the face of Bhima ? Who is there among the Asuras that would 
venture to stay before the great Indra with the thunderbolt uplifted in his 
hand T A man may return having entered the abode of the dead. None, 
however, can return having er countered Bbimasena r Those men of weak 
prowess who senselessly rushed against the angrgy Bhimasena were like insects 
falling upon a Mazing fire. Without doubt, reflecting upon what the angry and 
the fierce Bhima bad said in the assembly in the hearing of the Kurus about the 
slaughter of ray sons and beholding the defeat of Kama, Dussasana and his 
brothers ceased to encounter Bhima from fear ! That wicked son also of mine, 
O Sanjaya, who repeatedly said in the assembly (there words, ris ,)—Kama 
and Dussasana and / myulj will vanquish tht Panda vas in without 

doubt, beholding Kama defeated and deprived of bis car by Bhima, is 

♦ The genius of the two languages heing entirely different, I give the toe 
of the first lme of 14 separately, without seeking to connect it, in the assertive 
form, with second half of (3— T. 
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consumed with grief in consequence of his rejection of Krishna's suit If 
Beholding hU mail-clad brothers slain in hattle hy Rhimascna, in consequence 
of his own fault, without doubt, roy son is burning with grief ! Who that is 
desirous of life will make a •hostile advance against Panda's son Bhima 
excited with wrath armed with terrible weapons and standing in battle like 
Death himself ? A man may escape from the very jaws of the Vadara fire. 
But it is my belief that no one can escape from before Bhima's face ! Indeed, 
neither Parlha, ivor the Panchilas nor Kesava, nor Satyaki, when excited 
with wrath in battle, shows the least regard for (hi*) life. Alas, 0 Suta, the 
very lives of my sons are in danger I* 

"Sinj&ya said, — 'Thou, O Kaurava, that art thus grieving in view of the 
present canuge, thou, without doubt, art the root of this destruction of the 
world ! Obedient to the counsels of thy sons, thou hast thyself provoked 
this fierce hostility. Though urged (by well-wishing frit it d\ thou acccptest not 
the peeper medicine like a man fated to die ! O monarch, O best of men, 
having thyself drunk the fiercest and the mo«t indigestible poison, take thou 
all its consequences now ! The combatants are fighting to the best of their 
might : sti 1 thou speakest ill of them I Listen, however, to me as 1 describe 
la ibee ho# the battle raged. 

' “Beholding Kama defeated by Bbiai arena, five of thy sons, th<w uteTme 
brothers that were great bowmen, could not, 0 sire brook it. They were 
DurraarshenA and Dussaha and Durroada and Durdhara and Jaya. Clad in 
beautiful mail, all of them rushed against the son of PundtL Encompising the 
the mighty armed Vrikodara on all sides, they shrouded all the points of Wvo 
compass with their shafts looking like flights of locusts. Bhintaseru, however, 
in that battle, smilingly received those princes of celestial beauty thus rushing 
suddenly against him. Beholding thy sons advancing against Bhimaseno, 
Radha’s son Kama rushed against tint mighty-war rior, shooting arrows of 
keen points that were cquipt with golden wings ami whetted on stone. Bliima, 
however, quickly rushed against Kama, though resisted by thy sons. Then 
the Kurus, surrounding Kama, covered Bhinusena with showers of straight 
shafts. With five and twenty arrows, O king, Bhims, armed with his 
formidable bow, despatched all tlsote bulls among men to Yama’i abode 
with their steeds and charioteers. Falling down from their cars along 
with their charioteers, their lifeless forms looked like Urge trees with 
their variegated weight of flowers uprooted by the tempest. The prowess 
that we then beheld of Bhimasena was exceedingly wonderful, inasmuch 
as, resisting Adhiiatha's son the while, he ilew those sons of tbsne. Resisted 
by Bhtma with whetted arrows on all sides, die Su/a's son, O king, only looked 
at Bhiroa. Bhimasena also, with eyes red in wrath, began to cast angry 
glances on Kama, stretching his formidable bow the while.' " 



t Litctally, "disregard of Krishna. ' — T. 
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"Sanjaya said, — ' 'Beholding thy sons lying (on the field), Kama of 
great jxowess ; filled with gTeat wratli, l>ecame hopeless of his life. And 
AdhirathaY son regarded himself guilty, seeing thy sons slain before his 
eyes in battle by Bhima. Then Bhinascns, recollecting the wrongs formerly 
inflicted by Kama, became filled with rage and began with deliberate 
caTe to pierce Kama with many keen arrows. Then Karnn, piercing 
Bhima with five arrows, smiling the while, once more pierced him with 
seventy arrows equip* with golden wings and whetted on stone. Disregarding 
these shafts slx>t by Kama, Vrtkadara pierced the son of Radha in 
that battle with a hundred straight shafts. And once more piercing him 
in his viula with firs keen arrows, Bhima, O sire, cut off with a broad- 
head*:d arrow the bow of like Suta's son. , The cheerless Kirna then, O 
Bharata, taking up another bow, shrouded Bhiinasena on ill sides with 
his arrowy Then Bhima, slaying Kama's steeds and charioteer, laughed 
a laugh, basing thus counteracted Kama's feats. Then tint bull amongst 
men, pjY, Bhima, cut off with his arrows the bow of Kama. That bow, 
O king, of loud twang and the bick of whose staff was decked with gold, 
fell down (from his hand). Then the mighty cat -warrior Kama alighted 
from his car and taking up a mace in that battle wrathfuily hurled it at 
Bbima. Beholding that mace, O king impetuously coursing towards him, 
Vrikodara resisted it with hb arrows in the sight of all the troops. Then 
die son of Pandu, gifted with great prowess and OCTting himself with great 
activity, sped a thousand arrows at the Sufa's son, desirous of taking the 
Utter's life. Karnn, however, in the dreadful battle, resisting all those 
shafts with his own, cut off Bhjma's armour also with his arrows." And then 
he pierced Bhima with five and twenty small shafts in the light of all the 
troops All this seemed exceedingly wonderful. Then, O monarch, Bhima, 
excited with rage, sped nine straight shafts at ih* Satrfi son. Those keen 
shafts, piercing through Kama's coat of anil and right arm, entered the Earth 
like snakes into an anthill. Shrouded with showers of shifts shot from 
Bhimasen'a bow, Kama once more tamed his hack upon Bhimasenn. 
Beholding the Sofa's son turn bock and flying away on foot, covered all 
over with the arrows of K unit’s son, Duryodluna said.— Go ye quickly from 
all aides towards the car of Radha's *jn !— Then, O king, thy sons» hearing 
these words of their brother tlut were to them a surprise, rushed towards the 
son of Pandu for battle, shooting shower* of sliafts. They were Chitra, and 
Upachitra, and Chamchitra, ind Carasm, and and Chiinyudba, and Chitravar- 
man. Ail of them were well-versed in every mode of warfare. The mighty 
car-warrior Bhunisena, however, felled each of those sons ol thine thus rushing 
against him with a single arrow. Deprived of life, they fell down on the Earth 
like trees uprooted by a tempest. Beholding those sons of thine, all mighty 
car-warriors, O king, thus slain, Kama, with tearful face, recollected the words 
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oi Vidtira. Mounting upon Another cir ilia? was duly equipt, Kama, endued 
with great peowew, quickly proceeded against the vh\ of Pandu in battle. 
Piercing each other with whetted arrows eqaipt with wings of gold, the two 
warriors looked resplendent Jike two masses of clouds penetrated by the rays 
of the sun. Then the son of Panda excited with rage, cut off the armour of 
Suit's son with six and thirty broad-headed arrows of great sharpness and 
fierce energy. The mighty-armed Suit's son also, 0 bull of Bharaia 1 * race, 
pierced the son of Kanti with fifty straight arrows. The two warriors tbeD, 
smeared with red sandal paste, with many a wound caused by each other's 
arrows, and covered also with gore, looked resplendent Ike the risen 9un and 
the moon. Their coats of null cut off by means of arrows, and their bodies 
covered with blood, Karni and Bhuna then looked like a couple of snakes 
just I reed from their sloughs. Indeed, those, two tigers among men mangled 
each other with their arrows like two tigers manuring each other with their 
teeth. The two heroes incessantly showered their shafts like two masses of 
clouds pouring torrents of ram. Tlkose two chastisers of foes tore each oibor*s 
body with their arrows like two tlepiwxnu tearing each other with the points 
of their tusks. Roaring at each other and showering their arrows upon each 
other, those two foremost of car-warriors seemed to sport with each other, 
causing their cars to trace beautiful circles. They resembled a couple of 
mighty bulls roaring at each other in the presence of a cow in het season. 
Indeed, those two lions among men tben looked like a couple of mighty lions 
endued with great prowess. Casting the:r glance upon each other with eyes 
red in wrath, those two warriors endued with great energy fought on like 
Sakr* and Virochans's son (Prahlada). Then, 0 king, the mighty -armed 
Bhima, as he stretched his bow with bis two hands, looked like a cloud charged 
with lightning. Then the mighty Bhima cloud, having the twang of the bow 
far its thunder and incessant showers of arrows for its rainy downpour, covered, 
O king, the Kama mountain. And once more Pandu's son Bbima of terrible 
prowess, 0 Bharat*, shrouded Kama with a thousand shafts shot from bis bow. 
And ai he shrouded Kama with his winged shafts equip! with Kankt icathers, 
thy sons witnessed his extraordinary prowess. Gladdening Partha himself and 
the illustrious Kesava and Satyaki and the two protectors of the (two) wheels 
(of Arjuua s car), Bhima fought even thus with Kama. Beholding the prowess 
the might of arms, and the perseverance of Bltimx who knew his own self, Ihy 
sons, O monarch, all became cheerless.'* 



SECTION CXXXVIL 

“San jap said,—* Hearing the twang of Bhitvusetia's bow and the round 
of his pal .ns, the *on of Radha could not brook it like an infuriate elephant 
incapable of brooking the roars of an infuriate rival. Returning for a moment 
tiom before Bhimasena, Kama cast his eyes upon those sons of thine that 
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had been slain by Bhimasena. Beholding them, O best of men, Kama 
became cheerless and plunged in grief. Breathing hot and long sighs he 
once more proceeded against the son of Pandu. With eyes red as copper, 
and sighing in wrath like a mighty snake, Kama then, as lie shot his arrows, 
looked resplendent like the Son scattering his rays.* Indeed, O bull of 
Bbarata's race, Vrikodara was then covered with the arrows, resembling the 
spreading rays of the Sun, that were shot from Kama's bow. The beautiful 
shafts, equipt with peacock feathers, slv.t from Kama.* bow, penetrated into 
every part of Bhima’s body like birds into a tree for roosting there. Indeed, 
the arrows, equipt with wings uf gold, shot from Kama's bow, falling 
incessantly, resembled continuous rows of cranes. So numerous were the 
shafts shat by Adhiratba’s son that these seemed to issue nut from his bow 
alone but frnm his standard, his umbrella, and the shaft and yoke and bottom 
of his car also. Indeed, Adhiratha's son shot his sky ranging shafts of 
impetuous energy, decked with gold and equipt with vulturine feathers, in 
such a way as to fill the entire welkin with them. Beholding him (thus) 
excited with fury and rushing towards him like the Destroyer himself, 
Vrikodara, becoming utterly reckless of his hfe and prevailing over his foe, 
pierced him with nine shafts, t Beholding the irresistible impetuosity of Kama 
as also that dense shower of arrows, Bhima, endued as he was with great prowess, 
quailed not in fear. The son of Pandu then, counteracting that arcowy down- 
pour of Adhiratha’s son, pierced Kama himself with twenty other sharp shafts. 
Indeed, as Pritha’s son himself bad before been shrouded by the Suta'i son 
even so was the Utter ogw shrouded by the former in that battle Beholding 
the prowess of Bhimasena in batt'e, thy warriors, as alio the Charanas t filled 
with Joy ; applauded him Bhurisravas, and Kripa, and Drona’s son, and the 
rular of the Madras and Utumaujis, and Yudhamanyu, and Sity&ki, and 
Kenya, and'Arjuna, — these great car warriors, O king, among both the Kurus 
and the Panda vas,— loudly cheered BliHu, saying,— Exullint, Excellent, — 
and uttered leonine roars. When that fierce uproar making the hair to stand 
on end arose, thy son Daryodhana, O king, quickly said unto all live kings and 
princes and particularly his uterine brothers, these words, ws.,— Blessed be ye 
proceed towards Kama for rescuing him from Vrikodara, else the shafts shot 
from Bhinu's bow w-.ll slay the son of Radba ! Ya might} bowmen, stnve ye to 
protect the Sutds son 1— Thus commanded by Duryodhana, seven of bis utrine 
brothers, O sire, mailing in wrath towards Hhima^riu, encom fussed him on all 
sides. Approaching the son of Kunti they covered him with slvowers of arrow* 
like clouds pouring tonents of rain on the mountain breut in the season of 
rains. Excited with wrath, those seven great car-warriori began to afflict Bhima- 

The Bombay Teading, which I adopt, teems to be better than the 
Bengal one. — T. 

t I think that both Vrikticrum and nisifais in this verse as given in the 
Bombay text are inconect 1 read VrikcJaras and navafi/tis, following the 
Bengal texts.— T. 
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sena. O king, like the seven planets afflicting the moon at the hour of the 
universal dissolution. The son of Kunti then, O monarch, drawing his beauti- 
ful bow with great force and firm grasp, and knowing that his foes were but 
men, aimed seven shafts. And the lord Bhima in great rage sped at them 
those shafts effulgent as solar rays. Indeed, Rliimasena, recollecting bis 
former wrongs, shot those shafts as if for extracting the life from out the bodies 
of those sons of thine. Those arrow*, O Bharata, whetted on stone and rquipt 
with wings of gold, shot by Bhimasena, piercing through the bodies of those 
Bharata princes, flew into the sky. Indeed, those arrows winged with gold, 
piercing through the hearts of thy son. looked beautiful, O monarch, as they 
in&ssd into the welkin, like birds of excellent plumage. Decked with gold and 
covered all over with blood, those arcows, O king drinking the blood of thy 
sons, pawed out of their body. Pierced in their vital limbs by meant of those 
arrows, they fell down on the Earth from their cars like tall trees growing on 
mountain precipices, broken by elephants. The seven sons of thine that were 
thus slain were Satrunjaya, and Sitrusana, and Cbitru, and Dhitrapudba, and 
Dridha, and Cbitraseru, and Vikarna. Amongst all thy sons thus slain, Vriko- 
dara the son of Paodu grieved bitterly from sorrow for Vikarna who was dear 
to him. And Hhimi said, — Even thus was the tow made by me, wi., that all 
of you should be slain by me in battle I It is for that, O Vikarna, that thou 
hast been slain ! My vow hath been accomplished. O hcTo, thou earnest to 
battle, bearing in mind the duties of a Kshatriya I Thou wert ever engaged in 
our good, and especially in that of the king: (our eldest brother) | It is scarcely 
proper, therefore, for me to grieve for thy illustrious self !— Having slain those, 
princes, O king, in the very sight of Rid ha's son, the son of Panda uttered a 
terrible leonine roar. That loud shout of the heroic Bhima, O Bharata, informed 
king Yudbishtbiia the jutt that the victory in that battle was his. Indeed, hearing 
that tremendous shout of Bhima armed .with the bow, king Yudhishthir felt 
great }oy in the midst of that battle. The gladdened son of Pandu then, O king 
received that leonine shout of his brother with wunds and other musical instru- 
ments. And after Vrikodara had sent him that message by the sign agreed 
upon, Yudhishthira, that foremost of persons acquainted with weapons 
with joy, rushed against Drona in battle. On the other hand, O king, behol- 
ding one and thirty of thy sons slain, Duryodhana recollected the words of 
Vidura. — Those beneficial uwrds spoken by Vidura are new realised / thinking 
even * 0 , king Duryodhana was unable to do what he should. All that, during 
the match at dice, thy foolish and wicked son, with Kama ( on bis aide), said 
unto the princess uf Punchlla causing her to bo brought into the assembly, all 
the harsh words again that Kama said unto Krishna, in the same phi ce, before 
thyself, O king, and the sons of Fandu, in thy hearing and that of all the 
Kurus, to the effect that— O Krishna , /he Pandoras are lost and hare sunk into 
eternal hell, therefore, choose thou other husbands ' — alas, the fruit of all that is 
now manifesting itself ! Then again, 0 thou of Kuru's race, diverse harsh 
speeches such assesamcm seeds without kernel, &c., were applied by thy wrath- 
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ful sons to those high-sou led one*, «iV f the sons of Pandu I Bhimaaena, 
vomiting forth the fire of wrath (which these engendered) and which he had 
restrained foi thirteen years, is now compassing the destruction of thy sons ! 
Indulging in copious lamentations, Vidura failed to incline thee towards peace. 
O chief of the BharaUa, suffer the fruit of all that with thy sons ! Thou art 
old, patient, and capable of foreseeing the consequences of all act-. Being so, 
when iho'j didst yet refuse to follow the counsels of thy well-wishers, it seems 
that all this is the result of destiny. Do not grieve, O tiger, among men I All 
this is thy great fault 1 In my opinion, thou art thyself the cause of the destruc- 
tion of thy sons ! O monarch, Vikama hath fallen, and Chitrasena also of 
great prowess I Many other mighty car-warriors and foremost ones among thy 
sons have also fallen I Others again among thy sons who Bhima saw come 
within the range of his vision, 0 mighty-armed one, he slew in a trice. It is 
for thee only that I lud to see our array scorched in thousands hy means of 
the arrows shot by Pandu’a son Bhima and Vrislta (Kama) I 



SUCTION CX XXV II I. 

u LHiritara*htra Mid, — *0 5 */j, O Sar.jya, this grievous result that has non* 
overtaken us is, 1 think, certainly due to my evil policy 1 1 had hitherto 

thought tbit what is pass is past. Bui, O Sun jay a, what measures should ! 
now adopt f I am now once more calm, O Sinjuya ! Therefore, tell me how this 
slaughter of heroes is going on, having my evil policy for its cause ! 

44 Sanj*ya SAid,— Tndceed, O king, Kama and Bhima, both endued with 
gTeat pfowess, continued in that battle to pour their arrowy showers like two 
rain-charged clouds. The arrows winged with gold and whetted on stone and 
marked with Bhima’a name, approaching Kama, penetrated into his body us 
if piercing into his very life. Similary Bbiau also, in that battle was shrouded 
with tbe shafts of Kama in hundreds and thousands, resembling snakes of 
virulent poison. With their arrows, O king, falling on all sides, an agitation 
was produced among the troops resembling (bat of tbe very ocean. Many 
were the combatants, O chastiser uf foes, tn thy host that were deprived of life 
by arrows, resembling snakes of virulent poision, shot from Bbiraa's bow. 
Strewn with fallen elephants and steeds mixed with the bodies of men, tbe field 
of battle looked over with trees broken by a tempest. Slaughtered in battle 
with tbe arrows shot from Bhima** bow, thy warriors fLd away, saying,— IVkat 
is this ?— Indeed, that host of tbe Sindhus, the Sauviras, and tbe Kauravaa, 
afflicted with the impetuous shafts of both Kama and Bhima, was removed to a 
great distance. The remnant of those brave soldiers, with their steeds and 
elephants killed, leaving tbe vicinity of both Kama and Bhima, fled away in 
all directions. (And they cried out) — Verily, for tbe sake of the Parthas, the 
gods are stupefying us, since those arrows shot by both Bhima and Kama are 
slaying our forces.— Saying those words, these troops of thine, afflicted with 
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fear, avoiding the range of (Kama's and Bbiraa's) arrow*, stood at a distance 
for Witnessing that combat. Then on the field of battle there began to flow a 
terrible river enhacing tin: joy of heTocs and the fear* of the timid. And it 
wav earned by the bicod of elephants and steeds and ru*n. And covered with 
the lifeless forma of men and elephants and steeds* with flagstaff* and the 
bottoms of can, with the adornments of cars and elephants and steeds, with 
broken cars and wheels and AksJUu and Kuvsrai, with loud-twanged hows 
decked with gold, and gold-winged arrows and shafts in thousands, shot 
by Kama and Bhima and resembling snakes just (reed from their 
sloughs, with countless lances and spears and scimitars and battle-axes, with 
maces and clubs and axes all adorned with gold, with standard* of diverse 
shape and darts and spiked clubs, and with beautiful Satgkais, the Earth, 
O Bharata, looked resplendent. And strewn all over with earrings and 
necklaces of gold and bracelets loosened (from wrists), and rings, and 
precious gems worn on diadems and crowns, and bead-gears, and golden 
ornaments of diverse kinds, O sire, and coats of mail, anil leathern fences, 
and elephants’ ropea, and umbrellas displaced (from their places) and yak- 
tails, and fans with the pierced bodies of elephants and steeds and men, with 
blood-dyed arrows, and with direrse other object*, lying about and loosened 
from their places, the field of battle looked resplendent like the firmament 
bespangled with 9tars. Beholding the wonderful, inconceivable, and superhu- 
man feats of those two warriors, the Ckarauai and the StUAaS were exceed- 
ingly amazed. As a blazing conflagration having the wind for its ally 
courses through an (extended) heap of dry gross, even k> Adbtratha’f son, 
engaged with Bhima, courted fiercely in that battle. 4 Bath of them felled 
coantless standards and cars and slew steeds and men and elephants, 
like a pair of elephants crushing a forest of reeds while engaged in battle 
with each other. Thy host looked like a mass of clouds, O king, of men 
and great was the carnage caused in that battle by Kama and Bhima.' ”♦ 



SECTION CJCXXIX. 

'‘Sanjaya said,— Then Kama, O king, piercing Bhima with three arrows, 
poured countless beautiful arrows upon him. The mighty-armed Bbiraascna 
the son of Panda, though thus struck by the SvAi’i son, showed no signs 
of pain but stood immovable like a hill pierced (with arrow*). In Teturn, 
O tire, in that battle, he deeply pieTced Kama in the ear with a barbed arrow 
rubbed with oil, of great keenness, and excellent temper. (With that arrow) 



* The sense seems to be that Kama and Bhima were like fire and 
wind.— T. 

t Verse 28 b a triplet The second line » obscure. It seems that a line 
has been omitted.— T. 
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he Idled on (he Earth the large and bautiful car ring of Kama. And it 
fell down, O monarch, like a blariog luminary of great effulgence from the 
firmament. Excited with wrath, Yrikodarm then, smiling the while, deeply 
pierced the Sv/a's son in the centre of the chest with another broad-headed 
arrow. And once again, O Bbarau, the mighty armed Bhima quickly sped 
in that battle ten long shafts that looked tike snakes of virulent poison 
just freed from their sloughs. Shot by Bhima, those shaft!, 0 sire, striking 
Kama’s forehead, entered it like snakes entering an ant hill. With 
those shafts sticking to his forehead, the Suta's son looked beautiful as 
be did before while his brow had been encircled with a chaplet of blue 
lotuses Deeply pierced by the active son of Pandu, Kama, supporting himself 
on the Kuvara of his car, dosed his eyes. Soon, however, regaining 
consciousness, Kama, that scorcher of foes, with his body bathed in 
blood, became mad with rage, 4 Infunatc with rage in con sequence of his 
being thus afflicted by that firm Lowman. Kama, endued with great impetuosity, 
rushed fiercely towards Bhimasena’s car. Then, O king, the mighty and 
wrathful Kama, maddened with rage, sped at Bhlmanena, O Bharata, a 
hundred shafts winged with vultuiino feathers The son of Pandu, however, 
disregarding bis foe and setting at nought his energy, began to shoot showers 
of fierce arrows at him. Then Kuna, O king, excited with rage, O scorcher 
of foes, struck the son of Pandu, that embodiment of wrath, with nine 
arrows in the chest Then both those tigers among men, (armed with 
arrows and, therefore,) resembling a couple of tigers with fierce teeth, 
poured upon each other, in that battle, their arrowy showers like two 
mighty masses of clouds. They sought to frighten each other, in that 
battle, with the sounds of their palms and with showers of 
arrows of diverse kinds. Excited with rage, each sought in that battle to 
counteract the other's feat. Tnen that slayer of hostile heroes, «fs, the 
mighty armed Bbicna, O Bharata, cutting off, with a rator-faccd arrow, the 
bow of the Suta’s son, uttered a loud shout. Casting off that broken bow, 
the Safa's son, that mighty car-warrior, took up another bow that was 
stronger and tougher. Beholding that slaughter of the Kuru, the Saurira, 
and the Sindhu heroes, and marking that the Earth was covered with coats 
of mail and standards and weapons lying about and teeing also the lifeless 
forms of elephants, fool soldiers aid ho. sc men and car-warriors on all sides, 
the body of the Sutn'n son, from wrath, blazed up wilh effulgence. Stretching 
his formidable how decked w.th gold. Rad ha's ion, 0 king, eyed Bhima wilh 
wrathful glances. Infuritae with rage, ihi Sutas son, while shooting has arrows, 
looked resplendent, like the autumnal Sun of dazzling rays at mid-day. While 
employed with his hands in taking up an arrow, fixing it on the bow-string, 
stretching the string, and letting it off, nc-ne could notice any interval between 
those acts. And while Kama was thus engaged in shooting his arrows right 



Literally, “mustered all his rage.”— T. 
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lnd left, his bow was incessantly drawn to a circle, like i terrible circle of fixe. 
The keen pointed arrows, epuipt with win** of gold, shot from Kami's bow, 
corered, O king, all toe points of the compass, darkening the very light of the 
Son- Countless flights were se*n. in the welkin, of those shafts equipt with 
wings of gold, shot from Kama’s bow. Indeed, the shafts shot from the bow 
of Adhfratha's son, looked beautiful like rowi of cranes in the welkin. The 
arrows that Adhrutha’s son shot were all erpipt with vulturin- feathers, whetted 
on stone, decked with gpld, endued with great impetuosity, and famished with 
b lading points. Impelled with the force of Iro bow, those arrows decked with 
gold, fell incessantly towards Bhima’s car. Indeed, those gold decked arrows 
urged by Kama, while couising in thousands through the welkin, looked beauti- 
ful like successive flights of locum. The arrows shot from the bow of Adbira- 
tha's son, as they courted through the welkin, looked like one long continuous 
arrow in the sky. Like a cloud covering a mountain with torrents of rain, 
Kama, excited with rage, covered Bhima with showers of arrows. Then thy 
sons, O Bbarata, with their troops, beheld the might, energy, prowess, and 
perseverance of Bhima, lor the latter, disregarding that arrowy downpour 
resembling the raging sea, rushed in wrath against Kama, Bhima, O monarch, 
was axraod with a formidable bow tbc back of wboee naff was decked with gold. 
He strecthod it w quickly that it seemed, like a second bow of Indra, tb be 
incessantly drawn to a circle. Shafts issued continuously from it and seemed 
to All the whole welkin. With those straight arrows, equipt with wings of 
gold, shot by Bhima, a continuous line was made in the sky that looked 
effulgent like a garland of gold. Then those showers of (Kama's) arrows 
spread in the welkin, struck by Bhimvscna ui:b his shafts, were scattered in 
portions and fell down on the Earth. Then the sky was covered with those 
showers of gold winged and swiftly-couriing arrows, of both Kama and 
Bhitnasena, that produced sparks of fire as they cLuhcd against each other. 
The very Son was then shrouded, and the very air ceased to move. Indeed, 
when the welkin was thus covered with those arrowy showers, nothing could 
be seen. Then the Smtat son, disregarding the energy of the higb*nuled 
Bhima, completely shrouded Bhima with other arrows and endeavoured to 
prevail over him. Then, O sire, those arrowy showers shot by both of them, 
seemed to clash agtfiiis: each other like two 'opposite currents of wind. And 
in consequence of that clash of the arrowy showers of those two lions among 
men, a conflagration, O chief of the Bbvatas, Etcuied to be generated in the 
sky. Then Kama, desirous of slaying Bhima, sped at him in rage many 
whetted arrows enquipt with wings of gold and polished by tlw hands of the 
smith. Bhima, however, cut off with bis own shafts every one of those arrows 
into three fragment;, and prevailing over the S*tas son, he cried out, — l Vait % 
Wait I— And the wrathful and mighty son of Pandu. like an all-consuming 
conflagration, once more shot in rage showers of fierce shaft*. And then, in 
consequence of their leathern fences striking against their bow-itrings, loud 
rounds were generated. And loud also became the sound of tbeii palms and 
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terrible their leonine shouts and fierce tbc rattle of their car-wheels and the 
twang of their bow-string*. And all the combatants, 0 king, ceased to flight, 
desirous of beholding the prowess of Kama and the son of Pandu, each of 
whom was desirous of slaying the other. And the celestial Xithit and SiddJtas 
and Gandkarvas , applauded them, saying, — ExalUnt t ExulUni !— And the 
tribes of Vtiyadhaw rained flowery showers upon them. Then the wrathful 
and mighty-armed Bhima of fierce prowess, baffling with his own weapons the 
weapons of_bi& foe, pierced the Surfs son with many shafts. Kama also, 
endued with great might, baffling the shafts of Bhimascna, sped at him nine 
long shafts in tbst battle. Bbiraa, however, with as many arrows, cut off those 
shafts of Surfs son in the welkin and addressed him, saying \—Wait % Wait 1— 
Then the mighty-armed and heroic Bhima, excited with rage, shot at 
Adhiratta’s son an arrow resembling the rod of Yam or Death himself. 
Radius's son, however, of great prowess, smilingly cut off that arrow, O king 
of Pandu's son, with three arrows of bis, as it coursed towards him through 
the welkin. The son of Pandu then once more shot showers of farce shafts. 
Kama, however, fearlessly received al! those arrows of Bhima. Then excitod 
with rage, the SkAi'j son Kama, by the power of his weapons,- with his straight 
arrows, cut off in that encounter the couple of quivers and the bowstring of 
the battling Bhima as also the traces of his steeds. And then sluing his 
steeds also, Kama pierced Bhima's charioteer with five shafts. The charioteer, 
quickly running away, proceeded to Yudhamanyu's ctr. Excited with rage, 
the son of Radba then, whose splendour resembled tlut of the luga fire, 
smiling the while, cut off the flag-staff of Bhima and felled his tanner. 
Deprived of his bow, the mighty-armed Bhima then seixed a dart such as car- 
warriors may use. Excited with wrath, he whirled it in his hand and then 
hurled it with great force at Kama s car. The son of Adhiratha then, with 
ten shafts, cut cfT, as it coursed towards him with the effulgence of a large 
meteor, that gold-decked dart thus hurled (Sy Bhima). 4 Thereupon that 
dart fell down, cut off into ten fragments by those sharp shafts of the Seta's 
son Kama, that warrior conversant with every mode of warfare, then bottling 
for the sake of his friends. Then the son of Kunti took up a shield decked 
with gold and a sword, desirous of obtaining either death or victory. Kama, 
however, O Bharata, smiling the while, cut off that bright shield of Bhiuia 
with many fierce shaft®. The cai-less Bhinu, 0 king, deprived of his shield, 
became mad with rage. Quickly then lie hurled his formidable sword at 
Kama’s car. That Urge sword, cutting off the stringed bow of the Surfs son, 
fell down on the Earth, O king, like an angry snake from the sky. Then 
Adbixatha’s son, excited with rage in that battle, smilingly took up another bow 
destructive of foes, having a stronger string, and tougher than the one he had 
lost Desirous of slaying the son of Kunti, Kama then began to shoot thousands 



• In the first line of tbc fia the Bengal reading Ajastat* is bolter than the 
Bombay reading Arastas. — T. 
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of arrows, O king, cquipt with winys of gold and endued with great energy. 
Struck with those shafts shot from Kama's lx>w, the mighty Bhima leaped 
into the sky, filling Kama’s heart with anguish. Beholding the conduct in 
battle of Bhima desirous of victory, the son of Radha beguiled him by conceal- 
ing himself in bfs car. Seeing Kama conceal himrelf with an agitated heart 
on the terrace of his car, Bhima, catching boM of Kama's flagitaiT, waited on 
the Earth. All the Kurus and the Char anas highly applauded that attempt 
of Bhima of snatching Kama away from his car like Garuda snatching away 
a snake. His bow cut off, hiciaelf deprived of car, Bhima, observant of the 
duties of his order, stayed still for battle, keeping lib (broken) car behind 
him. The son of Radha then, from rage, in that encounter, proceeded against 
the son of Panda who was uniting for battle- Then those two mighty warriors, 
O king, challenging, ns they approached, each other, those two bulls among 
men, roared at each ether like the clouds at the close of summer. And the 
p.\a»ge-at arms that then took place between those two enraged lions among 
men thru could not brook each other in battle resembled that of old between 
the gods and the Danatai. Tire son of Kunti, however, whose stock of 
weapons was exhausted, was (obliged to turn bock) pursued by Kama. 
Beholding the elephants, huge as hills, that hid been shin by Arjuna, lying 
(near), the unarmed Bhima etna entered into their midst, for impeding the 
progress of Kama's car. Approaching that multitude of elephants and getting 
into the mid it of that fastness which was inaccessible to a car, the wn of 
Pandu, desirous of saving his life, refrained from striking the son of Radha, 
Desirous of shelter, that subjugator of hostile cities, fur., the son of Prilha, 
uplifting an elephant that had been slain by Dhahaojaya with his shafts, 
waited there like llaunmat uplifting the peak of Gandhamadan.* Kama, 
however, with bis salts, cut off that elephant held by Bhima. The son 
of Pandu thereupon hurled at Kama the fragments of that elephant's 
as also car- wheels and steeds. In fact, all objects that he saw lying 
there on the field, the son of Pandu, excited with rage, took up and 
hurled fit Karna. Kama, however, with bis sharp arrows, cut off every 
one of those objects thus thrown at him. Bhima also, raising bis 
fierce fists that were endued with the force of the thunder, desired to 
slay the Sutds wa Soon, however, he recollected Arjuna's vow. The 
son of Pandu, therefore, though competent, took not the life of Kama, 
front desire of not falsifying the vow that Savyaaachin had made. The 
Sutds son, however, with bis sharp shafts, repeatedly caused the distressed 
Bhima to lose bis sense. But Kama, recollecting the words of Kunti, look 
not the life of the unarmed Bhima. Approaching quickly, Kama touched 
him with the horn of bis bow. As soon, however, as Bhimasena was touched 
with the bow, excited with rage and sighing like a snake, be snatched the bow 

* Literally, “a mountain overgrown with medicinal herbs of great efficacy.*, 
Cf course, the allusion is to Hanuinai’s removal of Gandhamadana for the 
cjre of Lakibmans.—T. 
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from Kama and struck him with it on the bead. Struck by Bhiraascna, the 
son of Radha, with eyes red in wrath, smiling the while, said unto him 
repeatedly these words, m., Beardless eunuch, ignorant fool, and glutton. 
—And Kama b* id, —Without skill in weapons, do not fight with mo. Thou 
art but a child, a laggard in battle l There, O son of Pandu, where 
occurs a profusion of edibles and drink, there, 0 wictcb, sboaldst thou be 
but never in battle I Subsisting on roots, flowers, and observant of vows 
and austerities, thou, 0 Bhiou, shouldst pass thy days in the woods, for 
tlKW art unskilled in battle I Great is the difference between battle and 
llte austere mode of a Ji/anf life ! Therefore, O Vrikodara, retire into the 
woods ! O child, thou art not fit for engaging in battle. Thou hast an 
aptitude for a life in die woods ! Urging cooks and servants and slaves in 
the liouse to 9peed, thou art fit only for reproving them in wrath for the 
sake of thy dinner, 0 Vrikodara ! Or, O Bhima, O thou of a foolish under- 
standing, betaking thyself to a Afum’i mode of life, gather thou fruits (for 
thy food) l Go to the woods, O son of Kunti, for tbou art not skilled in 
battle. Employed in culling fruits and roots or in waiting upon guests, thou 
art unfit, I think, to take a part, 0 Vrikodara, ,in any paasage-at arms 1— And, 
O monarch, all the wrongs done to him in this younger years, was 
also reminded of by Kama in harsh words. And as he stood there in 
weakness, Kama* once more touched him with the bow. And laughing 
loudly, Vrisba once more told Bhima these words ' Thou shouldst fight 
with others, O sire, but never with one liko me I They that fight 
with persons like us have to undergo this and else 1 Go thither where the 
two Krhhnas are 1 They will protect thee in battle I Or, O wn of Kunti, 
go home, for, a child as thou art, what business hast thou with battle ?— 
Hearing those harsh words of Knrna, Bhimascna laughed aloud and address- 
ing Kama said unto him these words in tlie hearing of all O wicked wight, 
repeatedly hast thou been vanquished by me. How canst thou indulge then in 
such idle boast ? In the world the ancients witnessed the victory and defeat 
of the great Iodra himself I O tbou of ignoble parentage, engage with 
me in an athletic encounter with bare arms 1 Even as I slew the mighty 
Kichako of gigantic frame, I would then slay thee in the very sight of all 
kings I— Understanding the motives of Bhima, Kama, that foremost of 
intelligent men, abstained from that combat in the very sight of all the 
bowmen. Indeed, having made Bhima earless, Kama, O king, reproved him 
in such boastful language in the view of that lion among tbe Vrishnis, 
(ws., Krishna) and of the higb-soulcd Partha. Then tbe ape-bannered 
(Arjuna), urged by Kesava, sped at the Suta's son, 0 king, many shafts 
whetted on stone. Those arrows decked with gold, shot by Partha's arms 
and issuing out of GanMva, entered Kama’s body like cranes into the 
Karauncba mountains. With those arrows shot from Ga mi fo a, which 
entered Kama's body like so many snakes, Dhaoajaya drove the Svlas t son 
[ om Bbitnasena's vicinage. His bow cut off by Bhima and himself afflicted 
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with the arrows of Dhananjaya, Kama qi tckly fled away from Bbima on his great 
car. Bhimasena slso, O buJt among men, mourning upon Satyaki's car, proceeded 
in that battle in the wake of his brother Savyasachin the son of Pandit. Then 
Dhananjaya, with eyes red in wrath, aiming at Kama, quickly sped a shaft 
like the Destroyer urging forward Death's self. That shaft sped frum Gaadita, 
like Garuda in the welkin in quest of a mighty snake, quickly coursed towards 
Kama. The son of Drona, however, that mighty car-warrior, with a winged 
arrow of his, cut it off in mid-air, desirous of rescuing Kama from the feat of 
Dhananjaya. Then Arjuna, excited with wrath, pierced the ion of Drona 
four and sixty arrows, O king, and addressing him, said,— Do not fly 
away, 0 Aswaithaman, but wait a moment !— Drona's son however, afflicted 
with the shafts of Dhananjaya, quickly entered a division of the Kaurava army 
that abounded with infuriate elephants and that teemed with cars. The migbty 
son of Kunti then, with the twang of GamJita, drowned the the noise made 
in that battle by all other twanging bows of staffs decked with gold. Then 
the mighty Dlianan|iya followed f oxn behind the son of Drona who had not 
retreated to a great distance, frightening bias all the way with his shafts. 
Piticing with his shafts winged with the feathers of JCm nkas and peacocks, the 
bodies of men and elephants and steeds, Arjuna begin to grind that force. 
Indeed, O chief of the Bbaratas, Partha the son of Indra began to exterminate 
that host teeming with steeds and elephants and men.' " 



SECTION CXL. 

'•DhTitarishtxa said,— ‘Day by day, 0 Sanjaya, my blaring fame is being 
darkened ! A great many warriors of mine have fallen ! I think all this is 
due to the t evens brought about by time. Dhananjaya, excited with rage, 
hath penetrated into my host which is protected by Drona's son and Kama, 
and which, therefore, is incapable of being penetrated by the very gods ! 
United with those two of blazing energy, vis., Krishna and Bhima, as also 
with that bull among the Sinis, bis prowess hath been increased ! Since 1 
have heard of Dbananjaya's entry, grief is consuming my heart like fire 
consuming a heap of dry grass, I sec that all the kings of the Earth with the 
ruler of the Sindbus amongst them, are affected by evil destiny. Having 
done a gTeat wrong to the diadem-decked (Arjuna), bow can the ruler cf 
the Sindbus, if be falls within Arj una’s sight, save his life ? From 
circumstantial inference, I see, O Sanjaya, that the ruler of the Sindbus a 
already dead ! Tell me, however, truly how the battle raged I Thou art 
skilled in narration, 0 Sanjaya, tell me truly how the Vrishni hero Sat yak i 
fought, who striving resolutely foe Dbananjaya's sake, alone entered in rage 
that vast force, disturbing and agitating it repeatedly, h'kc ao^elephant plung- 
ing into a lake oversown with lotuses. 
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"Sanjaya said,— 'Beholding that foremost of men, mV, Bhiraa, proceed, 
afflicted with Kama's shifts in the midst, O king, of many heroes, that foremost 
warrior amongst the Sinis followed turn on his car. Roaring like the clouds 
at the close of summer, and blazing like the autumnal Sun. lie began to 
slaughter with his formidable bow the host of thy son, causing it to tremble 
rcpeatedlj. And as that foremost one of Madhu's race, O BharaU, thus 
proceeded along the field on his car drawn by steeds of the hue of silver and 
himself roaring terribly, none amongst thy warriors could check his progress. 
Then that foremost of king, eft., Alarnvusba, full of rage, never retreating 
from battle, armed with bow, and clad in a golden coat of mail, rushing 
quickly, impeded the progress of Satyaki, that foremost warrior of Madhu's 
race. The cnconntor then, O Bharata, that took place between them 
was such that its like had never been. All thy warriors and the enemy, 
abstaining from the fight, became spectators of that engagement between 
those two ornaments of battle. Then that foremost of king, ns., Alamvusha 
forcibly pierced Salyaki with ten arrows. Tbadbull of Sini'fl race, however, 
with shafts, cut all those arrows before they could reach him. And once 
mere Alarnvusba struck Satyaki with three sharp arrows equipt with beautiful 
wingVblflzimf as Are, and shot from his bow drawn to the ear. These, 
piercing through Salyaki's coat of mail, penetrated into his body. Having 
pierced Satyaki’s body with those sharp and blazing arrows endued with 
the forte of fire or the wind, AAmvusba forcibly struck the four steeds 
of SJtyaki, white as silver, with four other arrows. The grandson of Sini, 
endued with great activity and prowess like that of (Kesava himself) the 
bearer of the discus, thus smick by bias, slew with four shaft9 of great impetuosi- 
ty the four steeds of Alamvusha. Having then cut off the head of Alarovusha's 
charioteer, be severed from Alamvusha'B trunk the latter’s head, beautiful as 
the full moon and decked with excellent ear-rings, with a broad beaded arrow 
fierce as the Yuga fire. Having slain that descendant of many kings in battle, 
that bull among the Yadua, that hero capable of grinding hostile hosts, 
proceeded towards Arjuiu, O king, resisting as he went the enemy's troops. 
Indeed, O king, thus careering in the midst of Use foe, the Vrishni heTO, while 
proceeding in the wake (of Arjuna), was seen repeatedly to destroy with his 
shafts the Kuru host, like the hurricane dispersing gathering misses of clouds. 
Whithersoever that lion among men desired to go, thither he was borne by 
those excellent steeds of his, of the Sindbu breed, well-broken, docile, white 
as vaccine milk or the Kunda flower or the moon or the snow, and adorned 
with trappings of gold Then, O thou of Ajamida's race, thy sons, uniting 
with other warriors of thy army, quickly rushed against Salyaki, making that 
foremost of warriors, vis , Dustasina, their commander. Those leaders of 
divisions, encompassing the grandson of Sini on all sides in -that battle, began 
to strike him. That foremost one among the Satwatas, that hero, vis., Satyaki, 
also, resisted them all with showers of arrows. Quickly checking all of them 
by means of his fiery shafts, that slayer of foes, vis., the grandson of Sini, 
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forcibly uplifting his bow, O Ajamida, slew the steeds of Dussa&ana. Then 
Arjuni, and Krishna, beholding that foremost of men. (r fc. % Satyaki) in that 
battle, became filled with Joy.' * 



SECTION CXLf. 

“Sanjaya said,— Then the great bowmen of ilie Trigart* country, owning 
standards decked with gold, encompassed on all sides the might) armed 
Satyalci, that warrior who accomplished with great activity everything that 
demanded accomplishment, and who, having penetrated into that host unlimited 
as the sea , was rushing against Dusaasana’s car from desire of Dliananjaya's 
success. Checking his course with a large throng of cars on all sides, those 
great bowmen, excited with rage, covered him with showers of arrows. Having 
penetrated into the midst of the BharaU army whidi resembled a shoreless 
sea, and which, filled with the sound of palms, abounded with swards and 
darts and maces, Salyaki, of prowess incapable of being baffled, alone 
vanq lished his foes, those fifty (Trigarta) princes shining brilliantly In that 
battle. On that occasion we mw that the conduct of Sini's grandson in battle 
was extremely wonderful Sj great was the lightness (of his movements) 
that having seen him on the west ws immediately saw him in the east. 
North, South, Mast, West, in thc«e, and the other subsidiary directions, 
that hero seemed tn career dancingly as if be constituted a hundred 
warriors in his siogle self. Beholding that conduct of Satyaki endued with 
the sportive tread of the Hon. the Trigarta warriors, unable to bear his 
prowess fled away towards (the divisons of) their own (counirymen). Then 
the brave warriors of the Surasena* rndeavoured to check Sityaki, striking 
him with showers of shafts I ke a guide striking an infuriate elephant with 
t!>e hduk. The high-sou led Satyaki struggled wtih them fur a short space 
of time, and then Out hero of incortceivble prowess began to fight 
with the Kalingat Transgressing that division of the Kalingaa which 
was incapable of being crossed, the mighty-armed Satyaki approached 
the presence of Dhamnjaya ihe son of P/itha. Like a tired swimmer 
in water when he reaches the land, Yuyudhana became comforted on 
obtaining the sight of Dhananjaya, that tiger among men. Beholding him 
approach, Kesava, addressing Panha, said,— Yonder cumeth the grandson 
of Sini, O Part ha, following in thy wake I O thou of prowess incapable of 
being hafBed, he is thy disciple and friend ! That bull among men. 
regarding all the warriors as straw, hath vanquished them. Inflating terrible 
injuries upon the’ K&urava warriors, Sityaki, who is dear to thee as life, 
coroeth towards thee, O Kiritin ! Having with his shafts crushed Drona 
himself and Kritavarman of the Bhoja race, this Satyaki cometh to thee, 
O Pha’guna ! Intent on Yudhbhlhm’s good, haring slain many foremost 
of warriors, die brave Sit yak:, skilled in weapons is coming to thee, O 
40 
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Phalguna ! Having achieved die mewl difficult feats in the midst of tho 
(Kaurava) tr<x>p9, the mighty Satyaki, desirous of obtaining thy sight 
•rometh to thee, O son of Panda ! Having on a single car fought in battle 
many mighty car-warriors with the preceptor (Drona) for their head, Satyaki 
cometh to thee, O Partlia ! Despatched by Dharau's son, this Satyaki corueth 
to thee, O Partha, having pierced through the Kaurava army, relying nn the 
might of his own arms ! Invincible in battle, that Satyaki, who hath no 
warrior amongst die Kauravas equal to him, is coming to thee, O son of 
Kami ! Having shin countless warriors, tins Satynki Gometli to thee, O Partha, 
freed from amid the Kourava troopi like a lion from amid a herd of kine l 
Having strewn the Earth with the faces, beautiful a9 the lotus, of thousands of 
kings, this Satyaki is coming to thee, O P.irtha 1 Having vanquished in battle 
Duryodbaru himself with bis brothers, and having slain Jalasandha, Satyaki is 
coming quickly ! Having caused a river of blood for its mire, and regarding 
the Kauravas as straw, Satyaki cometh towards thee !— The son of Kunti, 
without being cheerful, said these words unto Kcsava,— ' The arrival of Satyaki, 

0 mighty-armed one, is scarcely agreeable to me I I do not, O Kesava, know 
bow king Yudhishlhira the just is l Now ihat he U separated from Satvrata, 

1 doubt whether he is alive I O might y-armed one, this Satyaki should liave 
protected the king ! Why then, O Krishna, hath this cne. leaving Yudhish- 
thira followed in my wake ? The king, therefore, hath been abandoned to 
Drotu, The ruler of the Sindhus hath not yst been slain. There* 
Bhurisravas is proceeding againr. Satyaki in hottle ! A heavier burthen 
hath been cut upon me on account of Jayodratha ! I should knowhow 
the king is, and I should also protect Satyaki I I should alio slay Jayodratha ; 
The sun bangeth low. As regards the mighty armed Satyaki he is tired ; 
his weajions also have been exhausted. His steeds as also Iheir driver, are 
tired, O Mndhava l Hhurisrivas, on the other hand, is not tired, he hath 
supporters behind him, 0 Kesava ! Will success be Sa'yaki's in this 
encounter ? Having crossed the very ocean, will Satyaki i»f un ladled prow- 
ess, wilt that bull amongst the S.nis, of great energy, succumb, obtaining 
(before him) the vestige of a cow's foot 1* Encountering that fureiuost one 
among« the Kurus, tis., the high sou led nhurisravus skilled in weajxins, 
will Satyaki have good fortune ? 1 regard this, O Kesava, to have been an 
error of judgement^ the port of king Yudhishlhira the just ! Costing off all 
fear of the picceploc, he hath despatched Silyaki (from away bia side) l 
Like a sky-ranging hawk after a piece of meat, Drona always endeavoureth 
after ihc seinue of king Yudhisthira the just I Will the king be free from 
all danger T " 



* /- r., the little indent caused by a cow's hoof.— T. 
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SECTION CXLfl. 

“Saojdya said.— ' Behold ing Sat wau. invincible in battle coming (toward* 
Arjuna), Khurisravas, in rage O king, suddenly advanced towards him. He 
of Kuru’s race then, O king, addressing that bull of Sini’s race, said,— By 
luck it is thou that hast today come within the range of my vision 1 Today 
in this battle, I Obtain the wish I had always cherished ! If thou dost not 
fly away frocu battle, thou wilt not escape me with life ! Slaying thee today 
in fight, thee that art ever proud of thy heroism, I will, O thou of Dasarha's 
race, gladden the Kuril king Suyodhana ! Those heroes, mi, Kesava and 
Arjuna, will today together behold thee lying on the field of battle, scorched 
with my arrows. Hearing that thou hast been slain by rue, the royal son of 
Dbarma, who caused thee to penetrate into this host, will today be covered 
with shame l Pritha'a son Dhananjaya will today behold my prowess when 
he secs thee slain and lying on the Earth, covered with gore 1 This er. 
counter with tliec hath always been desired by me, like the encounter of 
Sakra with Vali in the battle between the gods and the Alums in days of old. 
Today I will give thee dreadful battle, 0 Satwata 1 Tltou slialt thence 
truly understand (the measure or) my energy, might, and manliness t Slain 
by me in battle, tbou bhalt today proceed to the abode of Varna 
like Ravana's son (Indrajit) slain by I-akshmana the younger brother 
of Rama! To-day Krishna and Partin and king Yudhishchira the just, 
O thou of Modhu’s race, witnessing thy slaughter, will, without doubt, be 
overcome with despondence and give up battle 1 Causing thy Death today, 
O Madhara, with keen shafts, I will gladden the wives of all those that have 
been slain by thee in battle 1 Having ocuie within the scope of my vision, 
thou sbalt not escape, like a small deer from within the range of a lion's 
vision ! Hearing these words of his, Yuyudh&na, O king answered him with 
a laugh, laying, — O tbou of Kuru's roco, I am never inspired with fear in 
battle ! Tbou slab not succeed in terrifying me with thy words only ! He 
will slay me in battle who will succeed in disarming me I He that will slay 
me in battle will slay (foes) for all time to cocne !• What is the use of such 
idle and long-winded boast in words ? Accomplish in deeds what thou suyest 1 
Thy words seem to be as fruitless as the roar of autumn clouds I Hearing, O 
hero, these roars of thine, 1 cannot restrain my laughter I Let that encounter, 
O tbou of Kuru’s rice, which has been desired by thee so long, take place 
today ! My heart* 0 sire, inspired as it is with the desire of an encounter 
with thee, cannot brook any delay ! Without slaying tbcc, I shall not abstain 
from the fight, O wretch !— Rebuking each otbeT in such words, those two 
bulls among men, both excited with great wrath, struck each other in battle, 



* The sense is that he that will slay roe will always be victorious in haute, 
will always slay the warriors with whom he may engage in haute. Defeat will 
never be bis.— T. 
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each being desirous of taking the other’s !i(e. Those great bowmen, both 
endued with great might, encountered each other in battle, each challenging 
the oth^r, like two wrathful elephants in rut for the sake of a she elephant in 
her season. And those two chastisers of foes, rvz., Bburisravas and Satyaki, 
poured upon cadi other dense showers of arrows like two masses of clouds. 
Then Somadat'.a’s son, having shrouded the grandson of Sint with swiftly- 
coursing shaft once • more pierced the Utter, O chief of the Bh&ratas, with 
ixuny keen shafts, from desire of flaying him. Hiving pierced Satyari with 
ten shafts, SomadatU*s khi sped many other keen shafts at that bull amongst 
the Sinis, from desire of compassing his destruction. Satyaki, however, O 
lord, cut off, with the power of his weapons, all those keen shafts o; Bburisravas, 
O king, in the welkin, before, in fact, any of them could reach him. Those 
two heroes, those two warriors that enhanced the fame of the Kurus and the 
Vnshni* respectively, bath of noble lineage, thus [XKircd upon each other 
their arrowy showers. Like two tigers fighting with their claws or two huge 
elephants with their tusk, they mangled each other with shafts and dam such 
as car warriors may use. Mangling each other’s limbs, and with blood issuing 
out of their wounds, those two warriors* engaged in a gambling match in 
which their lives were at the stake, checked and confounded each other. 
Those heroes of excellent fears, those enhancers of the fame of tbc Kurus 
and the Vrishnis, thus fuught with each other like two leaders of elephantine 
herds. Indeed, those two warriors, both coveting the highest region, both 
cherishing the desire of very soon attaining the region of Brahman, thus 
roared at each other. Indeed, Satyaki and Somadatta'* eon continued to 
cover each other with their arrowy showers in ihe sight of the Dhartatashtras 
filled with Joy. And the people there witnessed that encounter between 
th;>sc two foremost of warriors who were lighting like two leaders of 
elephantine herds for the sake of a ibe-elepbant in her season. Then each 
slaying the olivet’s steeds and cutting ulf the other's bow those car-less com- 
haunts encountered each other with sword* in dreadful fight Taking up 
twu beautiful and targe and bright shields made of bull’s hide, and two naked 
swords, they careered on the field. Stalking in circles and diverse other kinds 
of courses duly, those grinders of foes, excited with rage, frequently struck 
each other. Armed with swords, clad in bright armour, decked with curasa 
ai*i AngaJai, those two famous warriors showed diverse kind* of motion. 
They wheeled about, and whirled about on high and made side-thrusts, and 
jumped forward, and leapt high, aixl ran above, and rushed forward, and 
rushed upwards. And those chastisers of foes began to strike each other 
with their sword*. And each of them Itnkcd eagerly for the lackti of the 
other. And both of those heroes leapt beautifully and both showed 
their training, in that battle, began also to make skillful passes at each 
Ollier. And having struck each other, O king, those heroes took rest for 
a moment in the sight of all the troops. Having with their swords cut into 
piece* each others beautiful shield, O king, decked with a hundred uiooua, 
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those liters among men, engaged ia at wrestling enchanter. Both having 
broad chests, both having long arms, both wdlskilJed in wrestling, they 
encountered each other with their arms u£ iron that resembled spiked maces. 
And they itruck each other with their arms, and seined each other's 
arms, and each seised with his Arms the other's neck. And the skill they 
had acquired by exercise contributed to the joy of all tbe warriors that 
stood a t spectators of that encounter. And as those heroes fought 
with each other, O king, in that battle, loud and terrible were the 
sounds produce J by them resembling tbe fall of tike thunder upon the 
mountain hreast. L>ke two elephants encountering each citlier with the ends 
of their tusks or like two bulls with their horns those two illustrious and 
fureiuusi warriors of the Kuru and the SatwatA races, fought with each other, 
sometimes binding each other with their arms, sometimes striking each 
other with their heads sometimes intertwining each others legs, sometimes 
slapping their armpits, sometimes pinching each oilier with tiieir nai'.s, some- 
times clasping each other tightly, sometimes twining their le 0 s round each 
other's loins, sometimes rolling on the ground, sometimes advancing, some- 
times receding, sometimes challenging each other, sometimes throwing each 
other down, sometimes rising up, and sometimes leaping up. Indeed, those 
two mighty combatants showed in chat encounter, O Bharata, all the two 
and thirty kinds of separate manoeuvres and acts that characterise en- 
counters of that kind. 

" ‘When Satwata'a weapons were exhausted during his engagement with 
BhurUravas, Vasudeva said unto Arjuna,— Behold that foremost of all bow- 
men, it*., Satynki, engaged in battle, deprived of car 1 He bath entered 
the UluiAla host, having pierced through it, following in thy wake, O son of 
Paudu 1 He belli fought with all the Bbarau warriors of great energy. 
The giver of large sacrificial presents, e»ij., Bhurisruvis, hath encountered that 
foremost of wamors while tired with fatigue. Desirous of battle, lUiurisravus 
is about to encounter the advancing Bhima. It will, O Arjuna, be a very 
unequal encounter 1— Then that warrior invincible in battle, vit., Bhurisravas, 
excited with wrath, rigorously struck Satyaki, O king, like an infuriate 
elephant striking an infuriate cocupeer. Those two foremost of warriors, 
both upon their cars and both excited with wrath, fought on, O king, 
Kesava and Arjuna witnessing tbeir encounter. Then the mighty-armod 
Krishna, addressing Arjuna, said,— Behold, dial tiger among the Vristi- 
ni* and the Andhakas has succumbed to Somadatta's son ! Having achieved 
the most difficult feats, exhausted with exertion, he bath been deprived 
of his car ! O Arjuna, protect Satyaki, thy berw dtsdp'4 1 See that foremost 
of mea may not, for thy sake, O li^er lmong men, succumb to Bhuri- 
sravas devoted to sacrifices 1 O puissant one, speedily do what is needed 1 
— Dhananjaya, with a cheerful heart addressing Vasudeva, iaid,— Behold, 
that bull amongst the Rurus and that foremost one among tbe Viishriis 
axe sporting with each other, like a huge «L*phant oud with ragu sporting 
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with a mighty lion in tlie forest —While Dhananjaya the son of Panda was 
thus speaking, loud cries of oh and alas arose among the troops, O boll 
of Bbarata’s race, since the mighty-armed Bhurisravas, exerting vigorously 
struck Satyaki and brought him down upon the ground. And like a lion 
dragging an elephant, dial foremost one of Kuril's race, tvs., Burisravas, 
that giver of profuse presents at sacrifices, dragging that foremost <mc 
amongst die Satwata*, looked resplendent in that battle. Then Bhurisraras 
in that encouuter, drawing his sword from the scabbard, seized Satyaki by 
tbe hair of hi* head and struck him at the chest with his feet. Bhurisravas 
then was about to cut off from Satyaki 's trunk his head docked with cartings. 
Fur sometime the Saturate hero rapidly whirled his liead with the ann 
of Bhurisrava? that held it by the hair, like a potter's wheel whirled 
round with the staff. Beholding Satwata thus dragged in Hattie by 
Bhurisravas, Vasodeva once more, O king, addressed Arjaiu and said, — 
Behuld. that tiger among die Vristmis and the Andhakas, that disciple of 
thine, 0 mighty armed one, not inferior to thee in bowmanship, hath 
succumbed to Sotnad Uta’s son ! O Partita, since Bhurisravas is thus prevail- 
ing over the Vrishui hero Satyaki of prowess incapable of being baffled, 
the very name of the latter is about to be falijfled," — Thus addressed by 
Vasudcv* tbe mighty-armed son of Pandu mentally worshipped Bhurisravas 
in that battle, saying, — l am glid that, Bhurisravas, that enhancer of the fame 
of the Kurus, is dragging Satyaki in battle, as if in sport. Without shying 
Satyaki that foremost one among the heroes of the Vrishnt race, the Kuru 
warrior is only dragging him liken mighty lion in the furest dragging a huge 
elephant 1— Mentally applauding the Kuru warrior thus, O king, the mighty- 
armed Arjuna tbe son of Pritha, replied unto Vaiudeva, saying, — My eyes 
baring rested upon the ruler of the Sindhus, I could not, O Madhava. we 
Satyaki 1 I shall, however, for tbe sake of that Vadava warrior, achieve a 
most difficult feat ! — Having said these words, in obedience to Vasudeva, 
tbe son of Pandu fixed on Gandtta a sharp razor-beaded arrow. That arrow, 
shot by Pwrtha’s hands and resembling meteor flashing down from tbe 
firmament, cut off tbe Kuru warrior’s arm with the swufd in the grasp and 
decked with Angada.' " 



SECTION CXLIII. 

‘‘Sanjaya said,— Thai arm (of Bhurisravas) decked with Angada and 
the sword in its grasp, (thus cut off), fell dawn on the Kirth to the great grief 
of all living creatures. Indeed, that arm, which was to have cut off Satyaki's 



* I do not render 65 literally. Satyaki is called "Satyavikraraa," i\, e. of 
,4 true prowess" or "of prowess incapable of being baffled." If he sustains a 
defeat today at Bburisrava’s hands, that title of his will be falsified. This is 
all that Krishna means — T. 
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head, itself cut off by the unseen Arjuna, quickly dioppcd drown on the 
Earth like a snake of fire beads. The Kuru warrior, beholding himself 
incapacitated by Partha, abandoned bis hold on Satyaki and wrathfully 
reproved tbc son of Panau. 

M 'Rburisarava «tid, — Thou hast, O son of Kunti, done a cruel and hearties* 
deed, since wrtbcut«bcxng engaged with me, thou hast, unseen by me, cutoff 
my arm ! Shalt thou not have to say unto Yudhuhthira, the royal son of 
Dharraa, even this vis., B Kuril rat at, while otherwise engage J t was slain by me 
in battle f— ' Wert thou taught this use of weapons by tbc bigh-soulcd Indra 
oc by .Rudra, O Partha, or by Drono, or by Kripa ! Thou art, in this 
world, better acquainted with the ratal about the use of weapon* than all 
others ! Why then lust thou cut off in battle the arm of a warrior who 
was not engaged with thee ? The righteous never strike him that is heed- 
less or hurt that is terrified, or him that is made carles*, or him rhat 
beggeth for life or protection, or him that halb fallen into distress ! 
Why then, O Pailha, lust thou perpetrated such an extremely unworthy 
deed that is sinful, that is worthy only of a low wretch, and that is 
practised by only a wicked wight ! A respectable person, O Dbananjaya, 
can easily accomplish a deed that is respectable. A deed, however, that 
is disrespectable becomes difficult of accomplishment by a person that is 
respectable. A man quickly catches the behaviour of those with whom 
and amongst whom be moves. This ii seen in thee, O Panha ! Being 
of royal lineage and bom, especially, in Kuru’s race, how hast tbou fallen 
ttff from the duties of a KUiatriya, although thou wert of good behaviour 
and observant of excellent vows ! This mean act that thou hast perpe- 
trated for the sake of the Vrishni warrior, is, without doubt, conformable 
to Vasudeva's counsels ! Such an act docs not suit one hke thee 1 Who 
else, unless he were a friend of Krishna's, would inflict such a wrong 
upon one that is heedlessly engaged with another in battle ? The Yrishni* 
and the Andhakas are bid Kshatriyis, ever engaged in sinful deeds, and are, by 
nature, addicted to censurable behaviour. Why, O Panha, hast tbou taken them 
as model ?— Thus addressed in battle, Partha replied unto Bhurisraras, saying, — 
It is evident that with the decrepitude of the body one's intellect also 
becomes decrepit, since, O lord, all these senseless words have been uttered 
by tbee ? Although thou knowest Hridrkesa and myself well, bow is it 
that tbou rebukes* us thus ? Knowing as I do the rules of battles and 
conversant as I am with the meaning of all the scriptures, I would never 
do an act that is sinful I Knowing this well, thou rebukes! me yet I 
The Kshatriyas battle with their foes, surrounded by their own followers, 
their brothers, sire?*, sons, relatires, kinsmen, companions, and fiiends. 

♦ This is, as printed in the Bengal texts, a triplet. Bad Xifuttriyas, 
original — Vratyat. A Brahmana or a Kshaima or a Vaisra becomes a 
Vratyas when the usual scriptural rites are not performed in proper time in 
respect of his person. He bee imes, what is called, n fallen person.— T 
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These also fight, relying on the (strength of) arms of those they follow, 
Why, then, should I not protect Satyaki, my disciple and dear kinsman, 
wbo is fighting for our sake in this battle, regardless of life itself that 
is so difficult of being laid down * Invincible in fight, Satyaki, O king, 
is my right arm in battle. One should not protect b» own sell only, 
when he goes to battle. He, O king, who is engaged in the business 
of another should be protected (by that other). Such men being protected 
the king is protected in press of battle. If I had calmly beheld Satyaki 
on the point of being shin in gTeat battle (and had not interfered for 
saving b'm\ sin would then, owing to Satyiki’t death, have heeir mine 
for such negligence ! Why then dost thou become angry with me for 
my haring protected Satyaki ? Tltou rtbukest me, O king, saying. — 
Jfumgk fNgagtti rn’/A anothtr, / hart yet Attn molmtd by ihtt I — In that 
matter, I answer, I judged wrongly. Sometimes shaking ray armour, 
sometimes riding on my car, sometimes drawing the bowstring, I was 
fighting with my enemies in die midst of a host resembling the vasty 
deep, teeming with cars and elephants and abounding with steeds and 
foot*$oHiers and echoing with fierce leonine shouts. Amongst friends and 
foes engaged with one another, how could it be possible that the Satwata 
warrior was engaged with only one person in battle ? Having fought with 
many, and vanquished many mighty car-warriori, Satyaki had been tired. 
He himself, afflicted with weapons, had become cheerless. Having, under 
such circumstances, vanquished the mighty car-waniOr Satyaki, and brought 
him under thy control, thou soughtest to display thy superior ty 1 Thou 
hadst desired to cut off. with thy 9 word, the head of Satyaki in battle ! 
I could not possibly behold with indifference Satyaki reduced to that 
strait It Thou shouldst rather rebuke thy own self since thou didst not take 
care of thyself (when seeking to injure another) I Indeed, O hero, how would*! 
thou have behaved toward 4 one who is thy dependant ? — 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Thus addressed (by Arjuna), the mighty armed 
and illustrious Bhurisravts bearing the device of the aicnfieial sake on his 
bnnner, abandoning Yuyudhana, desired to die according to the %*ow of 
Praya.[ Distinguished by many righteous deeds, he spread with his left hand 
a bed of arrows, and desirous of proceeding to the region of Brahman, committ- 
ed his senses to the care of the deities presiding over them. Fixing his gaze 
cm the Sun, and setting his deemed heart on the Moon, and thinking of (the 



• Verse so is incomplete. I supply the words, - “Why then should I not 
protect', in older to make the meaning intelligible. The first line of 21 is 
grammatically connected with 20. To avoid an ugly construction I render it 
separately,— T. 

t Literally, “who could witness with indifference Satyaki reduced to that 
plight T — T. 

J Generally, to die, abstaining from all food. It is a method of freeing 
the soul from the body by Yoga. — 7 . 
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mantras in) the srat Ufamshad, Bhunsiavas betaking himself to Yaga, 
ceased to apeak- Then ail the persons in the entire army began to speak iJ| 
of Krishna and Db&nanjaya and applaud Bliumrava*, that boll among men. 
Though censured, the two Krishnas, however, spoke not a word cisagreeabJe 
(to the dying hem). The stake-bannered Rhurisrasas also, though thus 
appended, felt no joy. Then Pandu's son Dbananjaya, called also Phalguna, 
incapable of bearing thy sons speaking in that stiain as also ot putting up 
with tbeir words and the words of Bhurisrava*, 0 BhariU, in grief and without 
an angry heart, and as if for reminding them all, wid these words,— All the 
kings are acquainted with this iuy great vow, c is., that no one shall succeed 
in slaying anybody that belongs to our side, as long as the Utter is within the 
range of my shafts ? Remembering this, O stake-bannered one, it behovetb 
thee not to censure me 1 Without knowing what is morality, it is not proper 
for one to censure others. Tnat I have cut ofTihy arm while thou, well-armed 
in battle, wert on the point of staying (the unarmed) Satyaki, is not at alt 
contrary to morality I But what righteous man is there, O sire, that would 
applaud the slaughter of Abhimanyu, a rucTe child, without arms, deprived 
of car, and his armour fallen off ?— Thus addressed by Panha, Bhuxisravas 
i our lied the ground with bis head and offered with his left arm (lie right one 
(that hid been lopped off). The atike bannered Bhurisravas, O king, of 
daitling effulgence, having heard those wards of Partin, remained silent, with 
his head hanging down. Then Arjuna said,— 0 eldest brother of Sale, equal 
to what 1 bear to king Yudhishthira the just, or Bbitna, that foremost of all 
mighty persons, or Nakula, or Sahadeva, is the love I bear to thee ! Comman- 
ded by me u also by the illustrious Krishna, repair thou to the regions of the 
righteous, even where Sivi the son of Usinara is 1— 

“‘Vasudeva also said, — Thou hast constantly performed sacrifice* and 
Agnihotrai f Go thou then, without delay, into those pure regions of mine 
that incessantly blaze forth with splendour and that are desired by the foremost 
of deities with Brahman as their head, and becoming equal to myself, be thou 
borne on the back of Gtrada I — 

“Sanjaya continued, — *Set free by Somadatta's son, the grandson of Sins, 
rising up, drew his sword and desired to cut off the head of ihe high-soulcd 
Bhurisravas. Indeed, Sat yak i desired to slay the sinless Bburisravas. the 
eldest brother of Sab, that giver of profuse presents in sacrifices, who was 
staying with his senses withdrawn from battle, who had alreadly been almost 
slain by the son of Pandu, who was sitting with bis arm lopped off, and who 
resembled on that account a trunkless elephant. All the warriors loudly 
censured him (for his intention). Rut deprived of rcasan, and forbidden by 
Krishna and tiie h»gh-Boulcd Part ha, and Bhuua, and the two ptotectors of the 
two wheels (of Arjuna’s ar : vis . Y jdhamanyu and Uttamaujas), and Aswattha- 
man, and Kripa, and Kama, and Vrishasena, and the ruler of the Sindhus 
also, and while the soldiers were yet uttering 6houts of disapproval, Satyaki 
slew Bhurisravas while in the observance of his vow. Indeed, Satyaki, with 
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his sword, cur ctf the bead of the Kuru warrior who liadbuen deprived of his 
arm by Parth* and who was then silting in Ptaja for treeing his sou \ from 
the body. The warriors did not applaud Sat yak i fur that act of liis in slaying 
that perpetuate* of Kuru's race who hid before been almost slain by Paitha. 
The SiJdhus, t be Charanas, and the men, there present, as also the gcrfi, 
beholding the Sakra-like BburisraTtu da>n in that battle though sitting in the 
observance of that /ViTVii row, began to applaud him, amazed at the acts 
accomplished by him. Thy soldiers also argued the nutter, saying.— It IS 
no Uu It of the Vrishni hero. That which was pre-ordtuted has happened. 
Therefore, we should not give way to wrath. Wiaih is the giuic of men's 
soctow. It was ordained lhai Bhunsravas would be slain hy the Vriihni hero. 
There is no use of judging of its propriety or otherwise. ’Hie Creator had 
ordained Satyahi to be the cause of Bhrisravas's death in battle ! — 

"Satyaki said,— Ye sinful Kauravaa, wearing the outward garment of 
righteousness, ye tell use, in words of virtue, that lihurisravas should not be 
slain ! Where, however, did this righteousness of yuurs go when yc slew in 
biltle that child, ei's., the son of Subhadro, while destitute of anus ? I had 
in a certain fit of haughtiness vowed that he who would, throwing me down 
alive in battle, strike me with his foot in rage, he would l>e slain by me even 
though that foe should adopt the vow of asceticism ' Struggling in the 
encounter, with ray amis and eyes whole and sound, ye had yet regarded me 
at dead I This was an act of fol.y on your jurt I Ye bulb among the Kurus, 
the slaughter of Bhunsravas, accomplished by me, bath been very proper ! 
Pariba, however, by cutting off this one's arm with sword in grasp for fulfilling, 
from his affection for me, his own vow (about protecting all on his side), 
hath simply robbed me of glory I That which is ordained must happen. It 
is destiny that works ! Bhursravai hath been slain in press of battle 1 What 
wn hive 1 perpetrated ? In days of yore Vatmiki sang this vcnc on Earth, 
sf»,— 7%ou shyest, 0 af4 9 that women should not he slain ! In all agts, how 
ever, men should always, with nsolutt Care % accomplish that which fives fain 
to tntwUs I— 

“Sanjara continued,— "After Satyaki had said these words none amongst 
the Pandavas and the Kauravas, O king, said anything. On the other hand, 
they mentally applauded Bhuritravi*. No one there applauded the slaughter 
of SonadaUa’s illustrious son who resembled an ascetic living in the woods 
or one sanctified with mantras in a great sacrifice, and who had given away 
thousands of golden coins. The bead of that hero, graced wirh beautiful blue 
locks and eyes red as those Of pigeons, looked like the bead of a horse cot 
off in a bone sacrifice and placed on the sacrificial altar.* Sanctified by his 
prowess and the death lie obtained at the edge of the weapon, the baongivieg 
Bnurisravaa, worthy of every loon, casting off bis body in great battle, 
repaired to regions on high, filling the welkin with bis high virtues. 



• Literally, "near the pUcc assigned for the sacrificial butter."— T. 
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“Dhriuraghtn said,— *Un vanquished by Drona and Radba’s son and 
Vikarna and Kritavarman, how ODuld the heroic Satyaki, never before 
checked in battle, having after hia promise to Yudhishthir* crossed the ocean 
of the Kaurava truops, l>e humiliated by the Kuru warrior Bhurisravis and 
forcibly thrown down on the ground ? 

"San jay a said,— ‘Hear, 0 king, about the origin, in past times, of Smi’s 
grandson, and of how Bhunsravaj alio came to be descended. This will 
explain thy doubts. Atri had for von Soma. Soma's inn was called Vudha. 
Vudha had one son.o: the splendour of the great In.lri, called Pururavas. 
Pururavas had a son called Aynsh. Ayuih had for ion Nahosho. Nahusba 
had for his son Yayati who was a royal sage equal tu a cdettral Yayati 
had by Devayani Yaduforhis eldest son. In Yadu’s race was bom a son 
of the rume of Devamida. Devamida of Yadu’s race had a son named 
Sura applauded in the three worlds. Sura had for hi9 son that foremost of 
men, m., the celebrated Vasudeva.. Foremast in bowmandiip^ Sura was 
equal to Kartavirrya in battle. In Sura's race and equal unto Sura in 
energy was born Sini, 0 k ng ! About this time, 0 king, happened the 
self-choice of the high-souled Deraka's daughter, in which all the Kshatriyas 
were present. In that self-choice, Sin. vanquishing all Live kings, quickly 
took up on his car tbe princess Devaki for the sake of Vasudeva. Be- 
holding the princess Osviki on Sini's car, that bull among men, P it, the 
brave Soaudatta of mighty energy could not brook the sigbL A battle, O 
king, ensued between the two which lasted for half a day and was beautiful 
and wonderful to behold. The battle that took place between those two 
mighty men wu a wrestling encounter. That bull among men, rVs , Soma- 
dattai, was forcibly thrown down on the Earth by Sini. Uplifting his 
sword and seiiing him by the hair, Sini struck his foe with h.s foot, in the 
midst of many thousands of kings who stood as spectators all around. At 
last from compassion he let him off, saying.— Live 1 — Reduced to that plight 
by Sini, Somadatta. O *;rc. tinder the influence of wrath began to pay his 
adorations to Mabadcvi lor inclining him to grace. That great lord of all 
boon-giving deities, nfs, Mabadeva, became gratAsd with him and asked 
him to solicit the toon he desired. The rojal Sornadaua then solicited the 
following boon, eif., 1 desire a son, O divine lord, who will mike Sini's 
son in the midst of thousands of kings and who will in battle strike him 
with his foot I — Hearing these word*, O king, of SomadatU, the god saying, 
So be it— disappeared then and there. It was in consequence oi the gift of 
that boon that Somadatta subsequently obtained the highly charitable 
Bhurisravas for son, and it was for this, Somadatu'i »on threw down Sini's 
descendant in battle, and muck him, beiore the eyes of the whole army, 
with his foot I have row told thee, O kio£, what thou hadst asked me. 
Indeed, the Saiwaia berg is incapable of being vanquished in battle by even 
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fowmcet of men. The Vrishni heroes are all of sure aim in battle, and are 
conversant with all modes of warfare. They ere vanquishers of the very 
gods, the Da**V*s, and the Ganiiharttas . They arc never confounded. 
They always fight, relying upon their own eneTgy. They are never depen- 
dent on others. None, 0 lord, are seen in this world to be equal to the 
Vrishni's 1 None, O bull o I Bhaiata's race, have been, arc, or will be, equal 
in might to the Vrishni’s. They never show disrespect to their kinsmen. 
They aro always obedient to the commands of those that are reverend in 
years. The very gods and A suras and GanJtorvas, the Yakskas t the U rag as 
and the Rakhskatas connot vanquish the Vrishni heroes whit need bo said 
of men, tberefor^in battle ? They never covet the passcssion* of Brahmxnai 
or their preceptors or their kinsmen. They never covet also the possessions 
of those that ever render them aid on any occasion of distress. Devoted to 
the Brahnunaa and truthful in speech, they never display a-iy pride although 
they are wealthy. Even the strong the Vrishtm regard as weak and rescue 
them from distress. Always devoted to the gods, the Vrislmit are self-res- 
trained, charitable, and free from pride. It is for this that the prowess* of 
the Vriahnis is never Ixiffled. A p$r*oh may remove the mountains of Meru 
or swim accross the very ocean. Bui no one can, O king, encountering the 
Vriihnis, prevail over them. I have now told thee everything about which 
thou had si thy duubls, O lord ! All this, however, O king of the Kurus, 
that is happening, is due to thy evil policy, O best of men !' M 



SECTION CXLV. 

“Dhritarashtra said, — 'After the Kuril warrior Bhurisravas had been 
slain under those circumstances, tell me, O San)aya, how proceeded the 
battle l r 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘After Bhurisravas had proceeded to the other world, 0 
Bharata, the mighty-armed Arjuna urged Vasudeva, laying, — Urge the steeds 
O Krishna, to greater speed for taking me to the spot where king Jayadratha 
is I O sinless one, it behoveth thee to make my vow tme l O mighty 
armed one, the Sun is quickly proceeding towards the Asia hills. O tiger 
among men, this great task should bo achieved by me ! The ruler of the 
Sindhus is again, protected by many mighty car warriors among the Kuni 
army. Urge thou the steeds therefore, 0 Krishna, in such a way that I may 
slayiog Jayadratha before the Sun sets, make my vow true 3— Then the 
mighty armed Krishna, conversant with herse-lore, urged those steeds of 
silvery hue towards the car cf Jayadratha. Then, O king, many leaders 
of the Kuru army, such as Duryodhana and Karra and Vrish asena and 
the ruler of the Sindhus himself, rushed with speed. O king, against Arjuna 

* Nilakaniha explains ckakram as Prafafam. — T. 
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whose shafts were never baffled and who war proceeding on his car drawn 
by steeds of great flectnc6s. Vibbatw, however, getting at the ruler of 
the Sindbus who was staying before him, and casting his glances upon 
hbn, seemed to scorch him with his eyes Waxing with wrath. Then king 
Duryodhana quickly addressed the son of Radlia. Indeod, O monarch, thy 
*>n Suyodhana said unto Kama,— O son of Vikartana, that ume of battle 
hath coin e at last 1 0 high-souled one, exhibit now thy might 1 0 Kama, 
act in such a way that Jayadratha may not be skin by Arjuna 1 O foremost 
of men, the day is about to expire. Strike now the foe with clouds of 
shafts l If the day expire, O foremost of men, victory, O Kama, will 
certainly be ours 1 If the ruler of the Siodhus can be protected till the 
setting of the Sun, then PArtha, bis vow falsified, will enter the blizing 
fire. 0 giver of honors, the brothers, then, of Arjuna, with all their 
followers, will not be able to live for even a moment in n world tliat is 
destitute of Arjuna ! Upon die death of the sons of Pandu, the wl.ole 
of this Earth, O Kama, with her mountains and waters and forests, wc will 
enjoy without a thorn in our side ! O giver c 4 honors, it secm9 that Panlia. 
who without ascertaining what is practicable and what impracticable, made 
this vow in battle, was afflicted by destiny itself, hia judgment having 
Uken a misdirected course 1 Without doubt, 0 Kama , tbe diadem-decked 
son of Pindu must l*Te made this vow about the slaughter of Jayadratha 
foe his own destruction ! Ilow, 0 son of Radha, when thou art alive 
will Phalguna succeed in slaying the ruler of the Sindbus bofore the Sun 
goes to the Asia hills ? How will Dharunjaya slay Jayadratha in battle 
when the litter is protected by the king of the Madras and by the illustrious 
Kripa ? How will Vibhatau, who it seems hath been urged on by Fate, 
get at the ruler of the Sindbus when the latter is protected by Drona't 
son, by myself, and by Dussasana ? Many arc the heroes engaged in fight. 
The Sun is hanging low in tbe sky. Partha will not even get at Jaya- 
dratha in battle, O giver of honors I Do thou, therefore, O Kama, with 
myself and other brave and mighty car-vrarriors, with Drona’a son and the 
ruler of the Madras and Kripa, fight with Partha :n battle, exerting thyself 
with tbe greatest firmness and resolution ! — Thus addressed by thy son, O 
sire, the son of Radha replied unto Durjodbana, that foremost one among 
the Kurus, in these words Deeply bath my body been pierced in battle 
by the brave bowman Bhinwsena, capable of striking vigorously, with 
repeated slrf>wers of arrows I O giver of honors, that I am yet present 
in battle is because that one like me should be present here t Scorched 
with the powerful shafts of Blumasena, every limb of mine is suffering 
tortures. 1 shall, however, for all thau fight to the best of my powers. My 
life itself is for thee ! I shall strive my best so that this foremost one of 
the sons of Pandu may not succeed in slaying the ruler of the Sindbus. 
As long as I shall fight, shooting my whetted shafts the heroic Dhanan- 
jaya capable of drawing the bow with even bis left band will not succeed 
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in getting at Lhe ruler of the Sindhus 1 All that a person bearing love and 
affection to thee and always solicitous oi thy good may do, shall be done 
by me, O thou of Kuru's race ! As regards victory, that depends on 
destiny l I shall in battle today exert myself to my utmost for the sake of 
the Tuler of the Sindbiii* and for achieving thy good, O king ! Victory, 
however, is dependent on destiny ! Relying on my manliness, I shall fight 
with Arjuna today for thy sake, O tiger among men ! Victory, however, 
U dependent on destiny ! O chief of the Kurus, let all the troops behold 
today the fierce battle, nuking the very hair to stand on end, that takes 
place between myself and Arjuna 1— While Kama and the Kuru king were 
thus talking to each other in battle, Arjuna began, with his keen arrows, 
to slaughter thy bos*. With his broad-headed arrow of great sharpness, be 
began to cut off in that batlle the arms, looking like spiked clubs or the 
trunks of elephants, of unreturmng heroes And the mighty-armed hero also 
cut off their heads with whetted shafts. And Vibbatsu also cut off the trunks 
of elephants and the necks of steeds and the Akihus of crts all around, as 
also blood dyed horsemen armed with spears and lances, with razor-faced 
arrows, into two Of three fragments. And steeds and foremost of elephants 
and standards and umbrellas ahd bows and yak tails and heads fell fast on 
all sides. Consuming thy hoet like a blazing fire consuming a heap of dry 
grass, Parti ia soon caused the Earth to be covered with blood. And the 
mighty and invincible Farlba, of prowess incapable oi being baffled, causing 
an immense slaughter in that army of thine, soon reached the ruler of the 
Sindhus. Protected by Bhimoscna and by Satwata, Vibbatsu, O chief of the 
B batatas, looked resplendent like a blazing fire. Beholding Pbalguna in 
that state, the mighty bowmen Of thy army, those bulls among nitn, endued 
with wealth of energy, could not brook him. Then Duryodluna and Kama 
and Vrishasena and the ruler of the Madras, and Asvaithaman and Kripa 
and the ruler of the Sindhus himself, excited with wrath and fighting for the 
sake of the Smdhu King, encompassed the diadem-decked Arjuna on all 
sides. All those warriors, skilled in battle, placing die ruler of the Sindhus 
at their back, and desirous of slaying Arjuna and Kn&hna surrounded 
Paitba, that hero conversant with battle, who was then dancing along the 
track of his car, producing fierce sounds with the bowstring and his 
palms, and resembling the Destroyer himself with wide-open mouth. The 
Sun then had assumed a red hue in the sky. Desirous of his (speedy) 
setting, the Kaurava warriors, bending their bows with arms resembling 
the (tapering) bodies of snakes, sped thc;r shafts in hundreds, towards 
Plialguna, resembling the rays of the Sun. Cutting off all those shafts 
thus sped towards him, into two, three, or eight fragments, the diadem- 
decked Arjuna, invincible in battle, pierced them all in that encounter. 
Then Aswattharaan, bearing on his banner the mark of the lion's 
tail, displaying his might, began, O king, ;o resist Arjuna. Indeed the 
son of Sasadwata's daughter |x*rcmg Partha with ten thalts and Vasudeva 
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wiih seven, stayed in the track of Arjon&’s car, protecting the ruler of tie 
Sindhua. Then many foremost ones among the Kurus, great car-warriccs all 
encompassed At j ana on ail sides with a Urge throng of Cir* Stretching 
their bow* and shooting countless shafts, they began to protect the ruler of 
the Sindhua, at the command of thy sun. We then beheld the might of arms 
uf the brave Partha, at also the inexhaustible character of his shafts, and 
tiie power, too, of hts bow Gandiva. Baffling with his own weapons those 
of Drona's son and Kripo. he pierced every one of those warriors with nine 
shafts. Then Drona's son pierced him with five and twenty arrows, and 
Vrishosena with seven, and Duryodhana pierced him with twenty, and 
Karna and Salwa each with three. And all of them roared at him and con- 
tinued to pierce him frequently. And shaking their bows, they surrounded 
him on all sides. And soon they caused their cars to be drawn up in a 
serried line around Arjuna. Desirous of the (speedy) setting of the Sun, 
those mighty car warriors of the Kaurara army endued with great activity, 
began to roar at Arjuna, and shaking their bows, covered him with showers 
of keen arrows like clouds pouring rain on a mountain. Those brave 
warriors, with arms resembling heavy dubs, also displayed on that occasion, 
O king, on Dfaananjayt's body ibeir celestial weapons. Having raugrd an 
immense slaughter in thy army, the mighty, and invincible Dhan&njay* 
of prowess incapable of being baffled, came upon the ruler ol the Sindhus 
Kama, however, O king, with his arrows, resisted him in that battle in 
the very sight, O Bharata, of Rhimaseni and Satwata. The mighty -armed 
Partha, in the very sight of all the troops, pierced the Suta'i son, in 
return, with ten arrows, on the field of battle. Then Satwata. O sire, 
P'.ercsd Karna with three arrows. And Bhimasena pierced him with three 
arrows, and Partha himself, once more, with seven. The mighty car- warrior 
Kama then pierced each of those three warriors with sixty arrows. And 
thus, O king, raged that battle between Kama alone (on one side) and 
the many (on the other). The prowess, O sire, that we then beheld of 
the Suta'i son was wonderful in the extreme, since, excited with wrath 
in battle, he singly resisted those three great car- warriors. Then the mighty- 
armed Phalguna, in that battle, pierced Karna the ®on of Vikartana, rn 
all bis limbs, with a hundred arrows. All his limbs bathed in blood, 
the Sufus son of great prowess and bravery pierced Phalguna in return 
with fifty arrows. Beholding that lightness of hand displayed by him in 
battle, Arjuna brooked it nut. Cutting off his bow, that hero* ws_, Dbanan- 
jaya the son of Prilha, quickly pierced Kuna in the centre of the chest 
with nine arrows- Then Dbananjaya, with great speed at a time when 
speed was necessary, shot in that battle a shaft of solar effulgence for 
the destruction of Kama. Drona's son, However, with o crescent-shaped 
arrow, cut off that shaft as it coursed impetuously (towards Kama). Thus 
cut off by Aswattbaman, that shaft fell down on the Earth. Endued with 
great prowess, ibe Suta's son then, taking up another bow, covered ihe 
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jon of Pandu with several thousand* of arrows, Partha, hnweveT, like the 
wind dispersing a flight of locusts, dispelled with his own arrows that 
extraordinary shower of arrows issuing out of Kama's bow. Then Arjuna, 
displaying his lightness of hands* covered Kama, in that battle, with his 
a nows, in the very sight uf all the troops. Kama algo, that slayer of 
hosts, desirous of counter-acting Arjuna' s feat, covered Arjuna with several 
thousands of arrows. Roaring at each other like two bulls, those lions 
among men, those mighty car-warriors, shrouded the welkin with clouds 
of straight shafts. Each tendered invisible by the other's arrowy showers, 
they continued to strike each other. And they roared at each other and 
pierced each other with their wordy darts, saying, — I am Partha, wait — 
or I am Kama, wait , O Phaigana !— Indeed, those two heroes fought 
with each other beautifully, displaying great activity and skill. And the 
sight they presented was such that all the warriors became witnesses of 
of that battle And applauded by SUdhat , Charanas, and Pannagas, they 
fought with each other, O king, each desirous of slaying the other. Then 
Duryadhani, O king, addressing tby warriors* said, — Carefully protect the 
ion of Radha ! Without slaying Arjuna he would not absuin fro.u battle ! 
Even this is what Vrisha told me ! — Meanwhile, O monarch, beholding 
the prowess of Kama, Arjuna of white steeds, with four shafts shot from 
the bow string drawn to die ear, despatched the four steeds of Kama to 
Yama’s domains. Arid be also fohed, with a broad-headed arrow, Kama's 
charioteer from his niche in the car. And he covered Kama himself with 

clouds of shafts in the very sight of thy son. Thus shrouded with arrows 

the Heedless and drivcrless Kama, stupefied by that arrowy shower, knew 
not what to do. Beholding him made earless, Aswatthaman, O king, 
caused him to ride on bii car, and continued to fight with Arjuna. 
Then the rider of the Madras piemed the eon of Kunti with tbirty 
arrow*. Raradwat’s son pierced Vasudeva with twenty arrows. And he 

struck Dhananjaya also with a dozen shafts. And the ruler of the Sind bus 

pierced Krishna and Partha each with four arrows, and Vrislusena also 
pierced each of them, O king, with seven arrows. Kunti’s son Ohan.m- 
Jaya pierced all of them in return. Indeed, piercing Drona's son with 
four ar.d sixty sham, and the ruler of the Madras with a hundred, and 
the Sindbu king with ten broad headed arrows, and Vrishasenn with three 
arrow*, and Saradwat's son with twenty, Partha uttered a loud shout. 
Desirous of baffling the row of Savyasachin, tby warrior;, excited with 
wrath, quickly rushed at Dhananjaya from all sides. Then Arjuna, frighten- 
ing the Dluriara&btras. invoked into existence the Van*n* weapon on all 
sides. The Kauravas, however, on their costly cars, pouring showers of 
arrows, advanced against the son of Pandu. But, O Bharata, in cour&c 
of that studying and fierce engagement fraught with the greatest confu- 
sion, that prince, vis, Arjuna, decked with diadem and garland of gold, 
never lost his sense*. On the other band, he continued to pour showers 
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of arrows- Desire of recovering the kingdom and recollecting all tlic 
wrongs he had suffered for twelve years in conscience of the Kurus, the 
bigh-eouled and immeasurable Arjuna darkened all the piints of the compass 
with shafts from Gandiva. The welkin seemed ablaze with meteors. Innumerable 
crows, alighting from the skies, perched on bodies (of dead combatant*)' 
Meanwhile Arjuna coniinned to slay the foe with his Gaudiva like Maha- 
deva slaying the Asuras with his Finaka c^uipt with tawny string.* Then 
the illustrious Kirilin, that subjugator of (hostile) ranks, dispersing the 
shafts of the foe by means of his own formidable boor, slaughtered with 
his arrows many foremost cnes among the Kurus mounted on their 
foremost of steeds and elephants. Then rainy kings, taking op heavy 
maces and clubi of iron and swords and darts and diverse other kinds 
of powerful ueapons, assuming terrible forms, rushed suddenly against 
Firtha in that baule. Then Arjuiu, bending with bis arms his formidable 
bow Gandiva which resembled the bow of Indra him self and whose twang 
was as loud as the roar of the clouds congregating at the end of the 
Yu&a, and laughing the while, went op consuming thy troops and increas- 
ing the population of Yama's kingdom. Indeed, that hero caused those 
raging warriors with their cars and eleplvaots and with the foot-soldiers 
and bowmen supporting them, to be deprived of their arms and lives 
and thus to swell the population of Yama's domains.* 



SECTION CXLVL 

“San]aya said,— 'Hearing the twang, resembling the loud call of Death 
himself or the frightful peal of Indra's thunder, of Dhananjaya’s bow while 
he stretched it, that host of thine, O king, anxious with fear and 
exceedingly agitated, became like the waters of the sea with fishes and makaras 
within them, ruffled into mountain waves and lashed into fury by the 
hurricane that arises at the end of the Vn£a. Then Dliananjaya the son 
of Pritba careered in battle in such a way that lie was seen at the same time 
to be present in all directions displaying bis wonderful weapons. Indeed, 
so light-handed was the son of Pandu that we could not mark when he 
took out hit shafts, O king, when he fixed them on the bow-string, when 
he stretched tl« bow, and when lie let them oft Then the mighty-armed 
one/ O king, excited with wrath, invoked into existence the invincible 
Aindra weapon, frightening -all the Bharau*. Hundreds and thousands of 
blaring thafis of fiery mouths, inspired by mantra with the force of celestial 
weapons, flowed from it. With those shafts resembling fire or the rays of 
the Sun, couTsing with fierce impetuosity, the welkin became incapable of 

♦ The second line of 94 I render a little freely to make the sense 
clearer. — T. 
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being g* 2 ed at at if filed with flashing meteors. Then that darkness which 
had been caused by the Kaurava with their arrows, which was incapable 
of being dispersed even in imagination by others, the son of Pandu, careering 
arouod ard displaying his prowess, destroyed by means of those shnfts of 
his that were inspired by means of mantras with the force of cdcitia] 
weapons, like the Son himeolf speedily dispersing at dawn of day the 
iWkneu of night by means of his rays. Th- puissant Aijuna, with those 
bheing shaft* of his, sucked the lives of thy uaniors like the summer Sun 
sticking with his hot rays the waters of tank* and lake?. Indeed, showers 
of shafts endued with the force of celestial weapons, (sped by A* J ma) 
covered the hostile army like the rays of the Sun covering the Earth. Other 
arrow* of fierce energy, sped (by Dhananjaya), quickly entered the hearts of 
(hostile) heroes like dear friends. Indeed, those brave warriors that came 
in that battle before Arjuna. all perished like insects iproaching a biasing 
fire. Thus crushing the lives of his foes and their fame, Partita careered 
in that battle like Death in an embodied form. Heads decked with d adem«, 
massive arms adorned with An&ad*s t and ears with cat-ring, of hi9 foes, 
Pzrthi, cut nfT with his shafts. The arms, with spears, of elephant-ridcTs ; 
those, with lances, of horsemen ; those, with shields, of foot-soldiers ; those 
with bows, of carwarriar* ; and those, with whips and goads, of charioteers ; 
the son of Pandu cut off. Indeed. Dhanaojaya looked resplendent with his 
shafts of blazing poinit ilist seeded to constitute his rays, like a biasing 
fire with incessant sparks and rising flames. Trie hostile kings, mustering all 
their resolution, could not $ven gaze at Dkananjaya, that fotemost of all 
bearers of arms, th.it hero equal to the chief of the gods himself, 
that bull among men, seen at the same time in all directions on 
his car, scattering his mighty weapons, dincin; in the track 

of his car, and producing deafening sounds with his bowstring ami 
palms, and resembling the mid-day Sun of scorching rays in the 
firmament. Bearing his shafts of blazing points, the dtadtrn-deckid 

Arjuna looked beautiful like a mighty mass of ram-chargcd clouds in the 
season of rains decked with a rain bow. When that perfect flood nf mighty 
weapons was sec in motion by Jubnu, many bulls among warriors sank in 
that frightful and unfordable flood. Suewn with infuriate elephants whose 
trunks or tusks lud been cut off. with steeds deprived of hoofs or recks, with 
cars reduced to pieces, with warriors having their entrails drawn out and others 
with legs or other limbs cut off, with bodies l)ing in hundreds and thousands 
that were either perfectly still or moving unconsciously, wc beheld the 
vast field on which Partha battled resemble the coveted arena of Death, O 
king, enhancing the terrors of the timid, or like the sporting ground of R*idra 
when he destroyed creatures in days of old. Portions of the field, strewn 
with the trunks of elephants cut of with razor-headed arrows, looked us if 
strewn with snakes. Portions again,, covered with the cut-off heads of warriors, 
looked as if strewn with garlands of lotuses. Variegated with beautiful head- 
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gear* and crowns, with Xeyuras and Angaiat and earrings with coats of mail 
decked with gold, and with the trappings and other adornment* ci elephants 
and steeds, and scattered over with hundreds of diadems lying here and 
there, the Earth looked exceedingly beautiful like a new bride- Dhananjaya 
then caused a fierce and terrible riser, full of fearful objects and enhancing the 
fears of the timid, to flo.7 resembling the VaiUraoi itself The marrow and fat 
( of men and animals ) formed its mire, flloo-.i forme.! it* current. Pull of limb* 
and bones, it was fathomless in depth. The hair of creatures formed its 
moss and weeds. Heads and arms formed the stones on its states. It was 
decked with standards and banners that variegated its aspect- Umbrellas and 
bows formed waves. And it abounded with bod es of huge elephants deprived 
of life, and it teemed with cars that formed hundreds of rafts floating on 
its surface. And the carcass** of countless steeds formed its banks. And it 
was didicult to cross in consequence of wheels and yokes and shafts and 
Akikat and Kuwas of cars, and spear* and swords and darts ar.d battle-axes 
and shafts looking like snakes. And ravens and konkxs formed its alligator*. 
And jaikals, forming its Afakaras, made it terrible. And fierce vultures formed 
its sharks. And it became frightful in cOnserjucnat; of die howl* of jackalls. 
And it abounded with capering ghosts and . /V/jr.fai and thousands of other 
kinds of spirits. And on it floated count'ess bodies of warriors destitute of 
life. Beholding that prowess of Arjuna whose visage then resemb'ed that of 
the Destroyer himself, a panic, such as had never occurred before, possessed 
the Kurus on the field of battle. The son of Pandu then, baffling with his 
weapons those of the hostile heroes, and engaged in achieving fierce fents, 
gave all to understand that he was a warrior of fierce feats. Then Arjuna tran- 
sgressed nli those foremost of car-wit riocs. Like the midday Sun of scorching 
rays in the firmament, no one amongst the crcatirrcs there could even look at 
him. The shafts issuing out of the taw Gandiva of that illustrious hero in 
that battle, seemed to us to resemble row* of cranes in the welkin. Bjffi.ng 
with his own the weapon* of all those heroes, and showing by the terrible 
achievements in which ta wa* engaged that he was a warrior of fierce feats, 
Arjuna, desirous nf slaying Jayadratha, transgressed all ttasa foremost of 
car-warriors, stupefying them ail by means of his shafts. Shootiog his shafta 
on all qdes, Dhananjaya, having Krishna for his charioteer, presented a beauti- 
ful sight by careering with great speed on the field of battle. The shafta 
in the welkin, by hundreds and thousands, of that illustrious hero, seemed to 
course incessantly through the sky. We never could notice when that 
mighty bowman took out his shift?, when, indeed, that son of Pandu aimed 
them, and when he let them off. Then, O king, filling all the points of the 
compass with hi* shaft? and afflicting all the caT warriors in battle, the son 
of Kunti proceeded toward* Jxyadratha, ard pierced him with four and sixty 
straight arrows. Then the Kuru warriors, beholding the K>n of Pandu 
proceeded toward? Jayadratba, all abstained from battle. In fact, those heroes 
became hopeless of Jayadratha s life. Everyone amongst thy warriors that 




MAHABHRATA 



S3* 

rushed in tint fierce battle against the son of Paodu, had his body deeply 
pierced, O ted, with a shaft of Arjuna. The mighty car-warrior Arjuna, 
that foremost of victorious persons, with his shafts blazing as fire made tliy 
aimy teem with headless trunks.* Indeed, O kinf, thus creating a perfect 
confusion in thy host consisting of four kinds of forces, the son af Kunti 
proceeded towards Jayadratha And he pierced th.: son of Drovu with fifty 
shafts and Vriahaseiu with three. And the son of Kunti mildly struck 
Krip* with nine arrows. And be struck Saiga with sixteen arrows and Kama 
with two and thirty. And piercing the ruler of the Sindbus then with four and 
sixty arrows, He uttered a Iwnine shout. The ruler of the Sindhus, however, 
thus pierced by the wteld-.*r of Gandiva with his arrows, became filled with 
rage and unable to brook it like an elephant when pierced with the hook. 
Bearing the device of the boar on his banner, he quickly sped toward* 
Phalguna’s car many straight shafts equipt with vulturine feathers, resembling 
angry makes of virulent poisan, well polished by the hands of the smith, 
and shot from h*s bow drawn to the fullest stretch. Then piercing Govinda 
with three shafts, he shuck Aijuna with six. And then he pierced the 
steeds of Arjuna with eight arrows, and his standard also with one. Then 
Arjuua, baffling the keen arrows sped by the ruler of the Sindhus, cut off 
at the same time, with a pair of shafts, the head of Jayadratha’* driver and 
the well-decked standard also of Jayadratha. Its fray cut off and itself 
pierced and struck with arrows, that standard fell down like a flame of fire. 
Meanwhile the Sun was going down quickly, Janarddana then quickly addressed 
the son of Pandu and said,— Behold, O P-rtha. the ruler of the Sindhus 
hath, by sne mighty and heroic car-warriors, been placed in tbeir midst ! 
Jayadratha also, O mighty.armed one, is waiting there in fear ! Without 
vanquishing those six car-wa'riors in battle, 0 bull among men, thou wilt 
never be able to slay the ruler of the Sindhus even if tbou exertest thyself 
without intermission I I shall, therefore, have recourse lo Yoga for shrouding 
the Sun 1 Only the ruler of the Sindhus will (in consequence) behold the 
Sun to have scU Desirous of life, O lord, through joy that wicked wight 
wdl no longer, for his destruction, conceal himself. Availing of that 
opportunity, thou should* then, O best of the Kurus, strike him l Thou 
should* not give up the enterprise thinking the Sun to have really set l— 
Hearing these words, Vibhatsu replied unto Kesava, saying, — Let it be 
so Then Krishna, otherwise called H*ri, possccscd of ascetic jxiwer*,— 
that lord of all ascetic?,— having recourse to Yoga, created a darkness for 
shrouding the Sun. When Kr.rbna mated that darkness, thy warriors, O 
king, thinking the Sun to have set, were filled with delight at (he prospect 
of Pattha’s laying down his life. Indeed, thy warriors, not seeing the Sun, 



• A AafenriA* is a headless truck moving about as if endued with life. 
Tales are told of tltctc headless being* drinking tho blood of victims falling 
within tbeir grasp.— T. 
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were filled with gladness. All of them stood, with heads thrown backwards. 
King Jayatirdiha also was in the same attitude. And while the ru’er of 
the Sindhu* was thus beholding the Sun, Krishna, once more addressing 
Dh&nanjaya, said these words -Behold, the heroic ruler of the Sindfaus is 
now looking at die Sun, casting off bis Jear of thee, O foremost one among 
the Bharatas l This « the hour, O mighty-armed one, for tbc slaughter 
of that wicked-souled wretch I Speedily cut off the head and make Uiy ix>w 
true l— Thus addressed by Kesava, the valiant son of Pandu began to slaughter 
thy boat with hi» arrows Ntmblmg the Sun or the fire in splendour. And 
he pierced Kripe with twenty arrows and Kama with fifty. And he struck 
Salya and Duryodhana each with six. And he pierced Vrishasena with eight 
arrows and the ruler of the Sindbus himself with sixty. And the mighty- 
armed son of Pandu, 0 king, deeply piercing with his arrows the other 
warriors of thy l*»t, rushed against Jayadratha. Beholding him in their 
presence lik-- a swelling fire with its tongue of flame outstretched, the protectors 
of Jayadratha wctc sorely ponied. Then alt thy warriors. O king, dcsiroui 
of victory, bathed the son of Indra in that battle with torrents of arrows. 
Shrouded with incessant showers of arrows, the son Kunti, that mighty- 
armed and unvanquislied descendant of Kuril, became filled with rage. 
Then that inter among men, cat., the son of Indra, deiiroua of slaughtering 
thy host, created a thick net of airows. Then those warriors of thine, O 
king, thus slaughtered in battle by that hero, abandoned* the ruler of the 
Sind bus in feat and fled away. And they fled away in such a manner 
that no two persons could be seen flying together. The prowess that we 
then beheld of Kunti’s son was extremely wonderful Indeed, the like of 
what that illustrious warrior then did had never been nor will even be. 
Like Rudra hiimelf slaughtering creatures, Dhananjaya slaughtered elephants 
and elephant-riders, horres and horse riders, and (car-warriors and) car- 
drivers. I did not in that battle, O king, see a single elephant oc steed or 
human varxior that was not struck with Panha's shafts. Their vision 
destroyed by dust and darkness, thy warriors became perfectly cheer lets 
and unable to distinguish one another. Urged on by fate, and with their 
vital limbs cut open and mangled with shafts, began to wander or limp or 
fall down. And some amongst them, O Bharata, became paralysed and 
some became deadly pale. Duriog that terrible carnage resembling the 
slaughter .of creatures at the end of the Yuga % in that deadly and fierce battle 
from which few cnuld escape with life, the Birth became drenched with 
gore and the earthy duet that had arisen disappeared in consequence of 
the showers of blood that fell and the sw ft currents of wind that blew 
over live field. So deep was that rain of blood that the wheels of cars sank to 
their naves. Tn xmods of infuriate elephants endued with great speed, 0 
king, of tby army, their riders slain and limbs mangled, fled away, uttering 
cries of pi in and crashing friendly ranks with their tread. Steeds destitute 
of riders and foot-soldiers also, O kin^ fled away, O monarch, from fear, 
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Struck with the shafts of Dhananjaya. Indeed, thy soldiers, with d-.shevclled 
hair and deprived of their coats of .nail, with blood streaming out of 
their wounds* fled away in terror, leaving the field of battle. And some, 
deprived of the power of motion as if their lower limbB had been seized 
by alligatocj, remained on the field. And others concealed themselves 
behind and under the bodies of slain elephants. Routing thy host thus, 
0 king, Dhananjeya began to strike with terrible shafts the protectors of 
the ruler of the Sindhus. The son of Pandu shrouded with his arrowy 
showfrs Kama and Drona’s son and Kripa and Salya and Vrishasena 
and Duryodhana. So quick was ho in the use of weapons that no one 
could mark when Arjuna took out his arrows, when he fixed then on the 
bowstring, when he stretched the bow and let them off. Indeed, while 
striking the foe, his bow was seen incessantly drawn to a circle. His 
arrows also were seen incessantly issuing out of bis bow and scattered in 
all directions. Then cutting off Kama’s bow as also Vnsliasena's, Arjuna 
felled Salya’s driver from his nich in tlse car, with a broad headed arrow. 
With many arrows that foremost of victors, ess., Dharanjtya, then deeply 
pierced in that battle Kiipu and Aswatuuman, related as uncle and nephew 
to each other. Sorely afflicting those mighty car warriors of thy army thus, 
the son of Pandu took up a terrible arrow of fiery splendour. I/x>king 
like the thunderbolt of Ir.dra, and inspired with divine mi in/ras, that 
formidable arrow was capable ot bearing any strain. Acid it had been always 
worshipped with perfumes and garlands of flowers. Duly inspiring it (by 
mantras) with the force of the thunderbolt, that descendant of Kuru, ttr., 
the mighty armed Arjuna, fixed it on Gandiva . When that arrow of fiery 
effulgence was fixed on the bowstring, loud shouf, 0 king, were heard in 
the welkin. Then Janarddana, once more addressing Arjuna, quickly said, 
— O Dhananjiya, quickly cut off the tiead of the wicked souled ruler of 
the Sindhus ! The Sun is about to get at the mountains of Asta 1 Listen, 
however, to the wotda 1 say about the slaughter of Jayadratha ! The father 
of Jayadratha is VrvddbakshaUa known all over the world. ]t was after a 
long time that he got Jayadratha, that slayer of foes, for his son (At the 
birth of the son) an incorporeal and invisible voice, deep as that of the 
clouds or the drum, said unto king Vriddhakshatra,— [This thy son, O lord, 
amongst men in this wot Id will become worthy of the two races (n’t , the 
Solar and the lainar) in respect of blood, behaviour, sel •restraint and the 
other attributes 1 He will become one of the foremost of Kshatnyas, and 
will always be worshipped by heroes 1 But while struggling in battle, 
sutne bull among the Kshalriyas, some conspicuous person in the world, 
excited with wrath, will rut off this one's head lj— That chastiser of foes, 
bis., the (old) ruler of the Sindhus, hearing these words, reflected for sometime. 
Overwhelmed with affection foe his son, he summoned all his kinsmen and told 
them,— [That man who will cause the head of ray son to fall on the Earth 
while the latter, snuggling in battle, will be bearing a great burthen, Isay 
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that the he»d of that man will certainly crack into a hundred piece* I]— 
Having sj»ken these word* and insulted Jayadratha on the throne, 
Vriddakshatra, repairing to the «ojd«» devoted himself to a ceiic austerities. 
Endued with great energy, lie is still engaged in the observance o[ the austerert 
of penances outside this very S<iviiintafart:fhik,t, O apebonnered onel 
Therefore, cutting off Javadratha’s head in this dreadful batt’e, thou, 
O *Ia>et of foes, sbouldst, O Bharata, by thy fierce celestial weapon of 
wonderful feats, quickly throw that head decked with ear rings upon the lap 
of Vriddhakshatra himself, O younger brother of the ion of the Wind-god ! 
If thou fellest Jayadratha's head on the Earth, thy own head then, without 
doubt will crack into a hundred fragments ! Aided by thy celestial weapon, do 
the deed in such a way that that lord of Earth, dr,, the ofd Sindhu king, may 
not know that it it done ! Truly, O Arjuna, there b nothing in tbe three 
worlds which tbou cans* not achieve or do, O son of Vasava !— Hearing these 
words (of Krishna), Dbananjaya, licking the corners of his mouth, quickly 
sped that arrow which he had taken up for Jayadratha* s slaughter, ihtt arrow, 
till, whose touch resembled that of Indra's thunder, which was inspired 
with man/ras and converted into a celestial weapon, which was capable of 
bearing any strain, and which had always been worshipped with perfume* 
and garlands. That shaft, sped from GanJiva. coursing swiftly, snatched 
Jayadhnuba's head away like a hawk snatching away a smaller bird from the 
top of a tree. Dbananjaya then, with his shaft*, sped that head along in 
the welkin (without allowing it to fall down). For grieving his foes and 
gladdening hb friends, the son of Pandu, by shooting his shafts repeatedly 
at rt, sped that head outside the limit* of Samantafanchaka. Meanwhile king 
Vriddhakshatra the father of thy son-in-law. endued with great energy, was, O 
sire, engaged in his evening prayers Decked with black locks and adorned 
with ear rings, that head of Jayadratha was thrown upon Vriddhakshatra'* 
lap as the latter was saying his prayers in a siting posture. 'Pius thrown on 
his lap, that bead decked with ear-rigs, O chastisa of foes, was not seen by 
king Vriddhakshatra. A* the latter, however, stood up after finishing his 
prayers, it suddenly fell down on the Earth. And as the head of Jayadratha 
feLl down on the Eatth, the head of Vriddhakshatra, 0 chastiser of foes, 
cracked into a hundred pieces. At sight of this, all creatures were filled with 
wonder. And all of them applauded Vascdcva and the mighty Vibhatsu. 

M ‘After, O king, the ruler of the Sindhus had been slain by the diadem 
decked Arjuna, that darkness. O bull of Bharata’* race, was withdrawn by 
Vasudcva. Tby sons with their follower*, O king, thus came to know sub- 
sequently that the darkness they had seen had all been an illusion produced 
by Vasudeva. Even thus, O king, was thy son-in law, the ruler of the Stodhua, 
having caused eight Akshauhinis to be slaughtered, himself slain by Partha ol 
inconceivable energy * Beholding Jayadratha, the ruler of the Sindhus slain, 
teats of sorrow felt from the eyes of thy sons. After Jayadratha, O king, Uc 
been slain by Partha, Kesava blew his conch and that scorcher of foes vii , the 
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might; armed Arjuna alsa blew hi*. Bhlroaseiu also, in that battle, as if for 
j-ndin; a mecuga to Yu4hi*htbira, filled the welkin with a Uemendouj tecnine 
shjuu Yudhishthira the son of Dbarma.hearing that tremendous shout, under- 
il^od that the ruler of the Sindtm* had been slam by the hi*h touted Phalguna 
With sounds of drumj and Other Lnstromentt be gladdened the warriors of his 
own army, and proceeded against the ton of Bharadwaja from desire of 
of battle. Then commenced, O king, after the Sun bad set, a fierce battle 
between Drona and the Somakas, dial nude the very hair to stand on end. 
Desirous of slaying him, those mighty car-warriors after the fall of Jayadratha, 
fought with ilia son of Bharadwaja, exerting themselves lu their utmost 
indeed, the Pandsvas, having got the victory by slaying the ruler of the Sindhus, 
fought with Drona, intoxicated with success. Arjuna also, X) king, having 
slain king Jayodrotha, fought with many mighty car-warriors of thy army. 
Indeed, that hero decked with diadem and garlands, having accomplished his 
former vow, began to destroy his foes like the chief of the celestial destroying 
the Djnavai or the Sun destroying darkness.’ * 



SECTION CXLYII. 

‘Dhritarashtra said,— Tell me. O Sanjaya, what did my warrior* do, after 
the heroic ruler of the Siodhua had been alain by Arjuna !" 

Sanjaya said,— Beholding the niter of the Sindhus, O sire, slain in battle by 
Partlu, Kripa the son of Saradw.it, under the influence of wrath, covered the 
son of Pandu with a dense shower of arrows. Drorva‘s son also, on hi* car, 
rushed against PfttalgUM, the son of Pritha. Those two foremost of car-warriors 
began from their car* to shower, from opposite direction*, upon the son of 
Pandu their keen arrows. That foremost of car- warriors, tit,, the mighty- 
armed Arjuna, afflicted by those arrowy showers of (Kripa and Drona's son) 
felt great pain. Without desiring, however, to slay his preceptor (Kripa) 
as also the son of (hi* other preceptor) Drona, Dhaiunjaya the 
son of Kunti began to act like a preceptor in arms. Baffling 

with his own weapons tbo9e of both Aswativman and Kripa, he sped 
at them, without desiring to slay them, shafts that coursed mildly. 
Those shafts, however, (though mildly) sped by Jaya, struck the two with 
great force, and in consequence of their number, caused great pain to Kripa 
and his nephew. Then Saradwai's son, O king. thu9 afflicted with the arrows 
of Aijuna, lost all strength and swooned away on the terrace of his car. 
Understanding his master afflicted with shafts to be deprived of hU senses, 
and believing him to be dead, the driver uf Kripa'* car bore Kripa away from 
the fight. And aftetr Kripa the son of Saradwat had thus been borne away 
from the battle, Aswattlaman alar, from fear, fled away from the ton of 
Pandu. Then the mighty bowman Panha, beholdin? the sun of Siradwat 
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afflicted with rhaft9 tnd in a «wix>n, began to indulge, on his car, in peteous 
a mentations. With a tearful face and in great dejection of heart, he uttered 
these word* : — Beholding at! this (in his mental vision), Vidura of great 
wisdom had, on the birth of the wretched Suyodha"a. that exterminater of 
hifl ract, wid unto Dhriuwhtra.— [Let this wTctch of his race be eon 
killed. Owing to him, a great calamity will overtake the foremost ones of 
Kuru's rice !] — Alas, these words of the truth-telling Vidura have come to 
be true ! It is for him that K behold my preceptor today lying on a bed 
of arrows I Fwt on the practices of Kshatriys f Fie on my might and 
prowess! U ho else like me would fight with a Brahmans that is, bcs : de 9 , 
his preceptor ? Kripa is the son of a JMlAf ; he is, again, my preceptor ; 
he is also the dear friend of Drona l Alas, he lieth stretched on the terrace 
of his car, afflicted with my arrows I Though rot wishing it, I have 5tiJI been 
the mean* of crushing him with my shafts ! Lying senseless on the terrace 
of ht* car, he paint lli my heart exceedingly! Even though he afflicted me 
with shafts 1 should still have only looked at that warrior of dazzling 
splendour (without striking him in return) ! Struck with numerous shafts 
of mine, he bitb gone the way of all creatures ! By that he Kalb pained me 
more than even the slaughter of my own son ! Behold, O Krishna, to what 
plight he hath been reduced, thus lying miserably and in a senseless state on 
his own car ! Those bulls among men that give desirable objects unto 
their preceptors after obtaining knowledge from them, attain to god head 1 
Those lowest of martab, on the other hand, who, after obtaining knowledge 
from their preceptors, strike the Utter, those wicked men, go to hell I Without 
doubt, this act that 1 have done will lead me to hell I I have deeply pierced 
my preceptor on his car with 'bo wen of arrows 1 While studying the 
science of arms at his feet, Kri^a I old me in those days,— [Do not, O thou 
of Kuru’s race, ever strike thy preceptor !}— That command of my righteous 
and high-souled preceptor 1 have not obeyed, for 1 hare struck the very 
Kripa with my shafts I I how to ilut worshipful son of Golama, to that 
unretreating hero I Fie on me, O thou of Vrishni’g race* since 1 have 
struck even him ? — While Savyasachin aaa thus lamenting for Kripa, the 
son of Kadha, beholding the iul*r of the Sindhus slain, rushed towards him. 
Seeing the son of Kadha thus rushing towards the car of Arjuna, the two 
Panchala princes and Satyaki suddenly rushed towards him. The mighty 
car warrior Partha, beholding the ton of Radhz advance, smilingly addressed 
the eon of Deraki and laid,— Yonder cometh the son of Adhiratha 
against the car of Satyaki ! Without doubt, he is unable to bear the slaughter 
of BhuTisravas in battle ! Urge my steeds, O Janarddzna, towards the spot 
whither Kama cometh ! Let not Vriihz (Kama) cause the Satwata hero to 
follow in the wake of Bhurisravas ’—Thug addressed by Savyasachin, the 
mighty-armed Kesava endued with great energy replied in these opportune 
words —The mighty-armed Satyaki is singly a match for Kuna, O son of Pandu ! 
How much superior then will this bull among the Satwatai be when he 
43 
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united with two sons of Drupada ! For the present, O Partba, it it not 
proper for thee to battle with Kama ! The Utter hath with him the blazing 
<Urt, like a fierce meteor, that Vaaava gave him I O slayer of hostile heroes 
he hath kept it for thy rake, worshipping it with reverence ! Let Kama heroes 
then freely proceed against the Sotwmta hero ! I know, O son of Kunti, 
this wicked wight's hour, when, indeed, thou wilt, with keen shafts, thiow 
liiuTdown from his car I— 

“Dhritarashtra said,— Tell me, 0 Sanjaya, huw the battle took place bet- 
ween the heroic Kama and Satyaki of the Vftsbui race, after the fall of Bhuri- 
siavas and the ruler of the Sindhus 1 Satyaki had been made catleis Upon 
what car then was he mounted ? And how alto did the two protectors of the 
wheels (of Arjuna's car), ttV, the two Panchala princes, fight T 

'San)aya said,— 'I will describe to thee all that happend in that dreidful 
battle. Listen patiently to (the consequences of) thy own evil conduct ( 
Before even the encounter, Krishna knew ;t in hi* heart that the heron: Satyaki 
would be vanquished by the stake-bannered (Bhurisravaa) ! Janarddana, O 
king, knoweth both the pan and the future. For ihi* summoning his chario- 
teer, Daruka, he had commanded him, saying,— Let my car be equip! tomorrow 
—Even this had been the command of that mighty one. Neither the gods, 
nor the Ganlharvas, nor the P.ilrirr, nor the CVs/iir, nor the RaAs/tann, nor 
human beings, are capable of conquering the two Krishna* 1 The gods with 
the Grand lire at their head, as also the Siddhas. know the incomparable 
prowess of those two. Linen, however, now to the battle as it happened. Be- 
holding Satyaki earless and Kama ready for battle, Madhava blew his conch 
of loud blare in the Risha&ha note.* Daruka, bearing the blare of (Keaava's) 
conch, understood the meaning, and soon tank that car, equips with a lofty 
standard of gold, to where Kcsava was. With Kesava's permission, upon that 
car guided by Daruka, and which resembled the blazing fire or the Sun in 
effulgence, ascended the grand: on of Sink Ascending upon that car which 
resembled a celestial vehicle and unto which were yoked those foremost uf 
steeds, capable of going everywhere at will, wit., Sairya and Sugriva and 
Meghapusbha and VaUbaki, and which were adorned with trappings of gold, 
Satyaki rushed against the son of Radlut, scattering countless slialt*. The two 
protectors of (Arjunas) car-whoel*. r/s., Yudhamanyu and UttamaujaB, aban 
doning DhaDanjaya's car, proceeded against the son of Radho. Radha's 6on 
al*>, O king, shooting showers of shafts, angrily rushed, in that battle, against 
the invincible grandson of Sint. The battle that took place between them 
was such that its like had never been heard to have ukn place on Earth or in 
heaven between god*, Gaaikarvas, A suras, Uraiai, , or Rotshasas. The entire 
host, consisting of cars* steeds, men, and elephants, abstained from the fight, 
beholding, O monarch, the stunning feats of the two warriors. All became 
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silcm spectators of that superhuman battle between those two human heroes. 
0 king, and of the skill of Daruka in guiding the car. Indeed, beholding the 
*kil! of the charioteer Daruka standing on the car, as he guided the vehicle 
fjrvrards, backwards, sidelong, now wheeling in circles and ik>w stopping 
outright, all were amazed. The gods, the GanJhartKsS, and the Danaw, in 
the welkin, intently watched that battle between Kama and the grandson of 
SinL Both of them endued with great might, each challenging the other, 
those two warriors put forth their prowess for the sake of their friends. Kama 
who looked like a celestial, and Yuyudhina, 0 king, rained upon each oilier 
showers of shafts. Indeed, Kama grinded the grandson of Slot with hb arrowy 
downpours, unable to put up with the slaughter (by Satyaki) of the Kuru hero 
Jalas&ndha. Filled with grief and sighing like a mighty snake, Kama, casting 
angry glances on the grandson of Sini in that battle and as if burning him 
l hare with, rushed at him furiously again and again, O chastiser of foes I Be- 
holding him Ailed with rage, Satyaki pierced him in return, shooting dense 
showers of arrows, like an elephant piercing (with hb tusks) a rival elephant. 
Those two tigers among men, endued with live activity of tigers and possessed 
of incomparable prowess, mangled each other furiously in that battle. The 
grandson of S:ni then, with shafts made entirely of iron, repeatedly pierced 
Kama, that chastiser of foes, in all his limbs. And lie also Idled, with a broad 
headed arrow, the charioteer of Kama from hi % niche in the car. And with 
his keen shafts he also slew the four weeds, white in hue, of Adhintha's son. 
And then cutting into a hundred fragments the standard of Kama with a 
hundred arrows, that bull among men made Kama earless in the very sight of 
thy son. Then all thy warrior*, O king, became cheerless. Then Vrishasena 
the son of Kama, and Salya the ruler of the Madras, and Drona's son, 
encompassed the grandson of S oi from all sides. Then a cod fusion set in, 
such that nothing could be seen. Indeed, when the heroic Kama was made 
earless by Satyaki, cries of Oh and Alas arose, among all the troop*. K«rna 
also, O king, pierced by Satwata with his arows and exceeding^ weakened, 
ascened the car of Duryodhara, sighing deeply, remembering his friendship 
for thy son from his childhood and having striven to realise the promise, be 
had made about the bestowal of sovereignty on Duryodhara. Alter Kama 
hath been made earless, thy brave sons headed by Damans, O king, were 
not slain by the self-restrained Satyaki because the Utter wished ^not to falsify 
die vow made by Bhiraaicna. Desirous abo of not falsifying the vow formerly 
madabyPartlu ( about the slaughter of Kama ), Satyaki simply made those 
warriors earless aod weakened them exceedingly but did not deprive them of 
life. Indeed, it LS Bhima that hath vowed the slaughter of thy sons, sod it is 
Pirthi that, at the time of the second match at dice, vowed the slaughter of 
Kama. Although all those warriors headed by Kama made strong efforts 
for slaying Stlyaki, yet those foremost of car-warriors failed to slay him. 
Drona's son and Kritavarraan and other mighty car-warriw, as also hun- 
dreds of foremost Ksbatriyas were all vanquished by Satyaki with only one 
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bow. That bero fought, desirous of benefiting king Yudhishthira the just, and 
of attaining tn heaven. Indeed, Satyaki, that crusher of foes i* equal to either 
of the two Krishna* in energy. Soiiling the while, he vanquished all thy troops, 
O best of men ! In this world, there nrc only three mighty bowmen, vts , 
Krishna, Partha, and Satyaki. There is no fourth to be seen I 

Dhritarashtra said,— ‘Ascending on the invincible car of Vasudcva that 
had Daruka foe its driver, Sityaki, proud of the might of his arms, and equal in 
battle unto Vasudcva himself, made Kirna earless. Did Satyaki ride any 
other car (after his encounter with Kama was over) 3 1 am desirous to hear 

this, O Sanjaya 1 Thou art skilled in narration. I regard Satyaki to be endued 
with unbearable prowess. Tell me all, O Stnjaya !' 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Hear, O king, how it happened*' The intelligent younger 
hruther of Daruka soon brought unto Satyaki another car, duly equipt with all 
necessaries. With shaft attached to it by chains of iron and gold and bauds of 
silk, de.kcd with a thou»and stars, decked with banners and with the figure of 
a lion L-n his standard, with horses fleet as the wind and adorned with trapping? 
of gold yoked unto it, and with rattle deep as the nxat of the clouds, that car 
was brought unto him. Ascending upon it, the grandson of Sini rushed aga- 
inst thy troops. Daruka, meanwhile, went as he listed to Kesava'a side. A 
new car was brought for Kama alto, O king, unto which were yoked four 
steeds of the best breed that wctc decked in trappings of gold and white as 
conchs or vaccine milk. Its knk\hcs and standard were made of gold. Furni- 
shed with banners and machines, tint foremost of cars had an excellent driver. 
And it was furnished with a profusion of weapons of every kind. Mounting on 
that car, Kama also rushed against his foes. T hare now told thee alt that 
thou hadst asked me. Once more, however, 0 king, learn the (extend of the) 
destruction caused by thy evil policy. Thirty one of thy sons have been slain 
by Bhimascna. Having Durmukha foT their foremost, they were conversant 
with all modes of warfare. Satyaki and Arjcna also have slain hundreds of 
heroes with Bhishnu as their foremost and Bhagadatta also, O sire l Even 
thus, O king, both the destruction commenced, caused by tby evil counsels. 0 



SECTION CXLVIII. 

'•Dhritarashtra said,— ’When such was the condition, in battle, of those 
heroes of their side and mine, what did Bhiraa then do ? Tell me all, O 
Sanjaya I 

,4 Sanjaya said, — ‘Alter Bhimasena had been made carkss,that hero, afflicted 
with the wordy darts of Kami and filled with rage, addressed Phalguna and 
said,— In tby very sight, O Dbaninjayi, Karna thath repeatedly told me— 
Eunuch, //a itton, unshill id in w?<tflo#S 9 do not faht, child, unable to tear 
the burden of battle I— He that would tell me so would be slain by me. 
Kami hath told me those word', 0 Bharata ! O mighty armed one, 
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iImhi knuwcst the vow which I have made jointly with thee ! Remember 
the words that were then spoken by me ! O fore most of men, act 
in such a way that that vow of mine, 0 sun of K inti, as also thy own 
vow, may not be falsified I 0 Dhanaojaya, do that by which that vow 
of mine may be made true ! — Hearing these words of Bhima, Aijlina of 
immeasurable prowess, getting near Kama in that battle, told him,— O 
Kama, thou art of false sight O son of a Suftt, thou applaudest thy own 
self I Of wicked understanding, listen now to mbat I toll thee ! Heroes 
meet with either of these two things in ba tie, ti'i , victory or defeat Both 
of these arc uncertain, O son of Radia • The case rsot otherwise when Indra 
himself is engaged in battle 1 Mode earless by Yuyudhana, with thy senses 
no longer under thy control, thou wert almost on the point of deAth ! 
Remembering, however, that l had vowed to slay thee, that hero dismissed 
thee without taking thy life* It is true thou badflt succeeded in depriving 
Bhimasena of his car. Thy abu«e, however, O son ol Rad ha, of that hero rat 
sinful I Those bulls among men that are truly righteous and brave, having 
vanquished a foe, never boast, nor speak ill of any body J Th) knowledge, 
however, is little. It is for this, O son of a Su(a t that thou indulged in such 
speeches I Then, again the abusive epithets thou didst apply to the battling 
Bliiman-cna endued with great prowess and heroism and devoted to the 
practices of the righteous, were not consistent with truth ! In the very sight of 
all the troops, ol Kesava, as al*> of myself, thou wert many a time made earless 
by Bhinusena in battle I That son of Pandu, however, did not call thee a 

single harsh word. Since, however, thou has; addressed Vrskodara in many 

harsh speeches, and since thou with others hast stain the son of Subhadra out 

of my sight, thou sl«alt, therefore, this very day obtain the fruit of those 

offences of thine l It was for thy own destruction, O wicked wight, that thou 
didst then cut off Abhim&nyu’s bow ! For that, 0 thou of little understanding, 
thou shall be slain by me, with all thy followers, forces, and animals 1 Acco- 
mplish now all those acts which thou shouldst do. for a great calamity U 
impending over thee I I will slay Vrishasena in thy very sight in battle. All 
those other kings, again, that will fully advance against me, 1 will despatch 
unto Yama’t abode. 1 say this truly, laying my hand on my weapon ! A fool 
as thou art, without wisdom and full of vanity, I say that beholding thee lying 
on the field of battle the wicked Duryodhana will indulge in bitter lamentations. 
—After Arjuoa bad vowed the slaughter of Kama’s son. a loud and tre- 
mendous uproar arose amongst the car warriors. At that frightful lime when 
confusion was everywhere, lhe thousand rayed Sun, dimming his rays, entered 
the Asia hill Then, 0 king, Hrisbikesa, stationed in the van of battle, embra- 
cing Ariuua who had accomplished bis vow, told him these words By good 
luck, O J'shnu, thy great vow hath been accomplished ' By good luck, ibat 
wretch, tts*, V riddhak shatra, hath been slain along with his son 1 The 
celestial generalissimo himself, O Bharat \, encountering the Dharurashtra 
force, would, in battle, O Jishnu, lose hb senses ! There is no doubt 
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of this ! EscepC thee, 0 tiger among men, I do not, even on reflection, see the 
person in the three world* that would fight with tins host ! Many royal 
warriors endued with great prowess, equal to thee or superior, have been united 
together at Daryodhaiu's conunand ! Clad in mail, they could not approach 
thee, encountering thy angry self in battle. Thy energy and might are equal 
to that of Rudra or Sakta or the Destroyer himself. None else is capable of 
putting forth such prowess in battle as thou, O scorcher of foe* alone and 
unsupported, didst today put forth ! Thus shall I applaud thee again after 
Karna of wicked soul shad have been Blain along with his followers. Thus 
shall I glorify thee when that foe of ’thine dull lure been vanquished and 
slain !— Unto him Arjuna replied,— Through thy grace, O Madhava, this vow 
that even the grids could with difficulty accept ish, hath been accomplished 
by me I Their victor* is not at all a matter of wonder that lure thee, O 
Kesava, for their lord ! Through thy grace Yudhisbthira will ob:uiii the whole 
Earth. All ihis is due to thy power, O thou of Vrishni's race l litis is thy 
victory, O lord ! Our prosperity is thy care and we arc thy servants, O sla,er 
of Madhu I— Thus addressed, Krishna smiled softly, and slowly urged the 
sccedv And he showed unto Ear dm, as they came, the ficlJ of battle abound- 
ing with cruel sights. 

•' ‘Then Krishna said,— Desirous of victory in battle or w^rld wide fame, 
many heroic kings arc lying on the Earth, struck with thy shafts 1 Their 
weapons and or n aments lay scattered, and their steeds, car9, and elepliants 
are mangled and broken. With their coats of mail pierced or cut open, 
they have come to the grata* grief, Some of them are yet alive, and 
some of them arc dead. Those, however, that are dead, still seem to be 
alive in consequent of the 3plendour with which they are endued. Behold 
the Earth covered with their shafts equips with golden wings, with their 
numerous other weapons of attack and defence, and with their animals 
(deprived of life) t Indeed, the Earth looks resplendent with coats of mail 
and necklaces of gems, with their heads decked with ear-rings, and head- 
gears and diadems, and floral wreaths and jewels’, worn on crown, and 
Ktvtfhasufras and A ngadas, and collars of gold, and with diverse other 
beautiful ornameets. Strewn with AnusAuras and quivers, with standards 
and banner?, with l/pathkaras and AJhiuhunas l with slut is and crests of 
cars, with broken wheels and beautiful Akshas in profusion, with yokes 
and trappings of steeds, with bells and bows and anow«. with elephant's 
housings, with spiked maces* and books of iron, with darts and short 
arrows, with spears and pikes, with Kanins and clubs, with Satngknis and 
Bkutunfis with scimitar* and aaes, with short and heavy clubs and mallets, 
with maces and Kunafas , with whip* decked with gold, O bull of Bhara- 
ta'* race, with the bell* and diverse other adornments of mighty elephants, 
with floral garland* and various kinds of ornaments, and with costly robes, 
all loosened iiom the bodies of men and animals, the Earth shine* brilliantly 
like the autumnal firmament with planets and star*. The lurds of Earth, 
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sUin for the sake of Earth, are slumbering on the Earth clasping wiih 
their limbs the Earth like a dear wife. Like mountains shedding through 
their caves and fissures streams o* liquid chalk, these •elephants, resembl- 
ing Airav&t himself and huge as mountains, ar: shedding profuse streams 
of Mood through the openings in their bodies caused by weapons. Behold, 
O hero, thuse huge creatures afflicted with shafts lying on the ground in 
convulsions I Behold, those steeds also, lying on the ground, decked in 
trappings of gold ! Behold also. O Panha, those riderless and driverless 
cars that had at one time resembled celestial vehicles or the vapoury 

forms in the evening sky, now lying on the ground, with standards and 

banners and Akshai and yokes cut into pieces, and with broken shafts 
and crests, O lord. Faot^oldicrs also, O heto, bearing bows and shields 
and slain in hundreds and thousands, are lyin< on the ground, hathed 

in blood and clasping the Earth with every licr»b, and their locks smeared 

with dust. Behold, O mighty-armed one. those warriors with bodies mangled 
with thy weapons ! Behold the Earth, strewn with yak4aih and fans, and 
umbrellas and standards, and steeds and car* and elephants^ and with 
diverse kinds of blankets, and reins of steeds, and beautiful robes and 
costly Varuthoi (of cars), look as if overspread with embroidered tapestry ! 
Many warriors fallen from the backs of wcll-equipt elephants along with 
those creatures themselves that they had ridden, are looking like lions fallen 

from mountain summits struck down by thunder. Mingled with the steeds 

(they had ridden) and the bows (they had he’dX horsemen and foot-soldiers 
in large numbers, are lying on the field, covered with blood. Behold, 
0 foremost of men, the surface of the Euth is frightful to look at, covered 
as it is with large numbers of slain elephants and steeds and car-warriors, 
and miry with blood, fat, and rotten flesh in profussion, and on wbidi 

dogs and wolves and PfsctiAas and diverse wanderers of the night are 

careering in joy ! This fame enhancing and mighty feat on the field of 
battle is capable of being achieved by thee only, O puissint one, or by 
that chief of the gods, m . Indra himself, who in great battle slayeth the 
Dmty as and the Damiras ! — ' 

“Sanjaya continued. — 'Thus showing the Held of battle unto the diadem* 
decked Arjuna, Krishna blew his conch Pnachajanya with the gladdened 
soldiers of the Pondava army (blowing their respective conchs). Having 
shown the field of battte unto the diadem-decked hero, that slayer of foes 
rj's^ Jtnarddana quickly proceeded towards A}ausatru the son of Panda 
and informed him of the slaughter of Jayadrathx ,,# 



♦ The printed editions and the manuscripts do not agree Jwith one another 
in respect of the order and numbering of the last dozen verses. The Bombay 
edition omits a few of the vetse*— T. 
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SECTION C XUX. 

“Sanjaya said,— ‘After tbe ruler of the Sindbus had been slain by Partba, 
Krishna, repairing unto the king, wY, Yudhisfuhira the son of Dltarma, mxiTshi- 
pped the latter with a gladdened heart. And he said,— By good luck, O king 
of kings, thy prosperity increased* I O best of men. thy foe bath been slain 3 
By good luck, thy younger brother hath accomplished his vow 3— Thus addre- 
ssed by Krishna, that subjugator of hostile towns, viu, king Yudhiabthira, filled 
with Joy, came down from his car, O Bharata ! His eyes filled with tears of 
juy, be embraced the two Krishna*, and wiping his bright and lotus like face, 
said these words unto Vasudeva and Dhananjaya the son of Pandu, — Ye 
mighty car-warriors by good luck, I behold both of you after ye have accompli 
sited your task ! By good luck, that sinful wretch tf«„ tbe ruler of the Sindhus. 
hath been slain I Ye Krishnas, by good luck, ye have done that which hath 
filled me with great happiness ! By good luck, oar foes have been plunged 
into an ocean of grief I Thou art the soveviegn lord of all the worlds, O slayer 
of Madho I In the three worlds they that have thee for their prutector can 
hare no object incapable of accomplishment I Through thy grace, O Govinda, 
we will conquer our foes like Indra conquering the Danatai in daya of old I 
Be it the conquest of the world, or be it the conquest of the three worlds, 
everything is certain, 0 thou of the Vrishni race, in their case with whom thou 
art gratified, O giver of honors ! They can have no §in, nor can they moet 
with defeat in battle with whom thou, O lord of the celestials, art gratified, O 
giver of honors ! It is through thy grace, O Hrishikcsa, that Sikra hath be- 
come the chief of the celestials ! It is through thy grace that blessed per- 
sonage obtained on the field of bailie the sovereignty of the three worlds ! It 
is through thy grace, O lord of the celestials, that the latter obtained immor- 
tality, O Krishna, and enjoy eternal regions {of bliss) I Having slain thou- 
sand* of Daityas with prowess having its origin in thy grace, O slayer of 
foes, Sakra obtained the lordship of the celestials ! Through thy grace, 
O Hrishike**, the mobile and the immobile universe, without swerving from 
its (ordained) course, O hero, is engaged in prayers and the A*m!* In the 
beginning, this Universe* enveloped in darkness, had been one vast expanse of 
water. Through iliy grace, O niightyarmed one, like universe be~oune manifest, 
O beat of men ! Thou art the Creator of all the worlds, thou the Supreme 
Soul, and thou art 'immutable ! They that behold thee, O Hrishikesba arc 
never confounded I Tbou »r; the Supreme God,tbou art the G*>d of gods, and 
thou art Eternal ! They that seek refuge with thee, O lord of tbe gods, are 
never confounded I Without beginning and without death, thou art Divine, 
the Creator of all the worlds, and immutable I They that are devoted to thcc, 
O Hrishikesa, always pass over every difficulty. Tbou an Supreme, the Ancient 
one, the Divine male being, and that which is tbe Highest of the high 1 He 



* Everything, even the inanimate creation, exists and adores tbe Supreme 

deity,— T. 
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that altaineth to that flfs , thy Supreme Self hath ordained for him the highest 
prosperity ! Thou art sung in the four Vtdai. The four Vtdai sing of thee ! 
By seeking thy shelter, O high-souled one, I shall enjoy unrivalled prosperity l 
Thou art the Supreme God, thou an the God of the highest Gods, thou art 
the lord of winged creatures, and the lord of all human beings ! Thou art the 
Supremeit l*oTd of everything I I bow to thee, O best of Beings ! Thou 
art the Lord, the Lord of Lords, O puissant one l Prosperity to thee, O 
Madhava ! O thou of large eyes, O Universal Soul, thou art the origin of all 
things ! He, again, that it a friend of Dhananjaya or is engaged in 
Dhananjaya's good, obtaincth thee that art the protector of Dhananjaya 
and altaineth to happiness ! — Thus addressed by him, those high-solued 
ones, rtfs., Kesava and Arjuna, cheerfully said unto the king, that lord of 
the Earth, — The sinful king Jayadratha hath been consumed by the fire 
of thy wrath ! O puissant one. although the Dbortarashtra host is vast 
and swellctb with pride, yet, O Bharata, struck and lUin, it it being 
exterminated ! O slayer of foes, it is in consequence of thy wrath that 
the Kaurivai axe being destroyed ! Having, O hero, angered thee that 
canst stay with thy eyes atone, the wicked-minded Suyodhana, with his friends 
and kinsmen, will have to lay down his life in battle I Slain before in conse- 
quence of thy ire, and struck down also by the gods themselves, the invincible 
Rhishma, the grand9irc of the Kurus lieih now on a bed of arrows 1 O slayer 
of foes, victory in battle is unattainable by them and death also waiteih 
for them that have tbce. O son of Pandu, for their foe! Kingdom, 

life, dear ones, children, and diverse kinds of bliss, will soon be lost by 

him with whom thou, O scorcher of foes, bass been angry ! I regard the 

Kauravas to be lost with their «ons, animals, and kinsmen, when thou, 

0 scorcher of foes, that art observant of tlie duties of king, last been angry 
with them t— Then, Bhima. O king, and the mighty car-warrior Satyaki, 
both mangled with shafts, saluted their senior. And thoae two mighty 
bowmen sat down on the ground, surrounded by the Panchaias. Beholding 
those two heroes filled with joy aod arrived and waiting with joined hands, 
the son of Kunti congratulated them both, saying,— By good luck, it is that I 
see you both, ye heroes, escaped with life from that sea of (hostile) troops, 
that sea in which Drona acted the part of an invincible alligator and the 
son of Hridilu that of a fierce shark ! By good luck, all the kings of the 
Barth lave been vanquished (by you two) I* By good luek, I sec both of 
you victorious in battle! By good luck, Drona hath been vanquished in 
battle, and that mighty car-warrior also, fis , the son of Hridika I By 
good luck Kama hath been vanquished in battle with barbed shafts ! By 
good luck, Salya also was obliged to turn away from the field by you booh, 
ye bulls among men ! By good luck. I behold you both come back from 
battle safe and sound, ye that are foremost of caT- warriors arid well skilled in 

♦ This is a triplet in the Calcutta edition.— T. 
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baule * By good luck, ! behold you again, yc heroes, that have fouled that 
sea of troops in obedience to my command, ye that went to battle impelled by 
the desire of honoring me ! Ye are heroes delighting in battle ! Ye are to me 
as life ! By good luck, I see you both f Having said this, the sou of Pandu, 
O king, embraced both Yuyudhina and Vrikodara, those tigers among 
men, and shed tears of joy. Then, O monarch, the entire host of the 
Pandavas became cheerful and filled with joy. And all of them once 
more set their hearts on battle.' ” 



SECTION CL 

'Sanjaya said, — 'Upon the fall, 0 king, of the ruler cif live Sindhus, thy 
son Suyodhana* his face bedewed with tears and himself filled with 
cheerlessnew, became hopeless of vanquishing his foes. Filled with grief and 
breathing hot sighs like a snake whose fangs have been bioken, lhat offendei 
against the whole wurtd, nr., thy son, experienced bitter affliction. Beholding 
that great terrible slaughter of his troops caused by Jishnu and Bhimasena 
and Satwata in battle, he became pale and died up and melancholy, and 
his eyes became filled with tears. And he came to think that no warrior 
existed on the F.arth that could compare with Arjuna Neither Prona, 
nor the son of Radha, nor Aswatthaman nor Kripa. O sire, is competent 
to stay before Arjuna when the Utter excited with wrath. [And Suyodhana 
said unto himself,]— Having vanquished in battle all the mighty car warriors 
of my army, Partha slew the ruler of the Sindhus I None could resist 
him This my van host hath almost been exterminated by the Panda vas ! 
1 think there is no one that can protect my army, no, not even Purandara 
himself l He,rclying upon whom 1 had engaged in this passage at -anus in battle, 
alas, that Kama hath been defeated in battle arid Jaydratha slain I That 
Kama relying upon whose energy 1 regarded Krishna as straw who runic to sue 
me for peace, alas, that Kama hath been vanquished in battle !— Grieving so 
within his heart, that offender against live whole world, O king, went to Duma, 
O bull of Bhorata's race, for seeing him ! Repairing unto him, he informed 
Drona of that immense slaughter of the Kurus* the victory of his foes, and 
the dire calamity of the Dhartarashtras. • And Suyodhana said, — Behold, O 
preceptor, this immense slaughter of kings It 1 came to battle* placing that 
grandsire of mine, wt, the heroic Rbishma, at our head ! Having sUin 
him, S«kbandin, his aspiration filled, suyeth at the very van of all the troopa, 



* Literally, "the fact of the Dhartarashtras having sunk (into distress)— T. 
t Literall v, “of persons whose coronal locks lave undergone the racred 
bath.*— T, 
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surrounded by ill the PancbaJas, covetous of another triumph !• Another 
disciple o f thine, nix, the invincible Savyasachin, having slain seven 
Atstutu&inis of troops, hath despatched king Tayndratha to Yama's abode ! 
How, 0 preceptor, shall I be freed from the debt I owe to those allies of 
mine u-ho, desirous of victory to me and ever engaged in my good, have 
gone to Yama's abode ? Those lords of Barth who had desired to give me 
the sovereignty nf the Earth, are now lying on the Earth, themselves abandon- 
ing all Uicir Earthly prosperity I Truly, I am a coward 1 Having caused 
such a slaughter of friends, I dare not think that I shall be sanctified by 
performing even a hundred hone-sacrifices ! I am covetous and sinful and 
a tresifiasser against righteousness ! Through my acts alone, these kwh of 
Earth, in their desire for victory, have gone to Yama’s abode ! Why, in 
the presence of those kings, does not the Earth yield me a bole (through 
which to sink), since I am so sinful in behaviour and such a fomenter of 
intestine dissensions ! f Alas, what will the grand9ire with Wocd-red eyes, 
that invincible hero who hath conquered the other world, tell me in the 
midst of the kings when he meets me ?{ Behokl that mighty bowman, 
Jalasandha, stain by Satyaki ! That gre.u car warrior, that hero, came 
proudly lu battle lor my sake, prepared to lay down his life I Beholding 
flic ruler of the Karavojas slain, as also Alamvusha and many other allies of 
mine, what object can I have for preserving my life ? Those unretuming 

heroes who, fighting for my sake and struggling to the utmost of their powers 

to vanquish my foes, have laid down their lives ! I shall today, O scorcher 
of foes, exerting to the measure of my might, free myself from the debt I 
owe them and gratify them with oblations of water by repairing to the 
Yamuna I O foremost of all bearers of arms, I tell thee truly and swear by 
the good acts l have performed, hy the prowess I possess, and by my sons, 
that slaying all the PanrbaU* with the Pandavas I shall obtain peace of 
mind, or, slain by them in battle 1 shall repair to those regions whither 

those allies of mine have gone 1 I shall certainly proceed l hither whither 

those bulls among men, sia»n, while engaged in battle for my sake, by Arjuna 
have gone l Our allic*, seeing that they arc not well protected by us, no 
longer desire to stand by us ! O tbnu ol mighty aims, they now regard the 
Pandavas to he preferable to oursdves 1 Thyself of sure aim bast ordained 
our extermination in battle, for thou treatesi Arjuna leniently since he is 
tby disciple 1 It is for this that all those have been slain wbo had endeavoured 



* PmluvdAas is explained by Nilakantba differently. He supposes that 
Duryodhana here characterises Sikhandin to be a deceitful fowler or hunter 
in consequence of the deceit with which be caused Bhisham’l U1L This is 
tar 'fetched. — T. 

t I adopt tbe Bombay reading- — T. 

♦ The Bombey edition reads this verse differently and introduces anotbec 
after it which docs not occur *.n die Bengal texts.— T. 
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10 secure victory to as ! It Moms that Kama only now wishes up victory ! 
'Hie man of weak understanding who without duly examining another, 
accepted) him foe a friend and engageth him in concerns, that require 
friends for their accomplishment, is certain to suffer injury Even so hath 
this affair of mine been managed by my best friend ! # I am exceedingly 
covetous, sinful, crook ed-hearted, and chractcrisod by avarice I Alas, king 
Jayadrath* heen slain, and Somadatta’s son also of great energy, and the 
Abhbhahaa, the Surasenas, the Si vis, and the Vasaris ! I shall go thither 
today whither those bulls among men, slain, while engaged in battle (or 
my sake, by Arjuna, have gone 1 in the absence of those bulls among 
men, 1 have no need for life l 0 preceptor of the sons of Panda, let me 
have thy permission in this !— 1 1 ** 



SECTION CLI. 

“Phritarasbira said,— ‘After the ruler of the Sindhus had been slam in 
battle by Savyasachin, and after the fall of Bhurisr as, what became the 
state of your minds ! After Dr on a alw> had been thus addressed by 
Duryodhana in the midst of the Kurus, what did the preceptor Bay unto 
him then ? Tdt me all this, O San jay* ! 

“Sanjaya said,— 'Loud wails arose among thy troops, O Bharata, after 
the slaughter of BhuritfAvas and the ruler of the Sindhus. All of them 
disregarded the counseb of thy son, those counsels in consequence of which 
leaders of men, by hundreds, were slair. !— As regards Drotu, hearing 
those words of thy son, he became filled with grief. Reflecting for a short 
while, O monarch, he said these words in great affliction ! 

m 'Drona said, — O Duryodhana, why dost thou pierce me thus with wordy 
shafts ? I told thee before that Arjuna is incapable of defeat in battle \ 
Protected by the diadem- decked Arjuna, Sikhandin slew Bbishma \ By 
that feat, O thou of Kuru’s race, the prowess of Arjuna in battle hath 
been well tested. Beholding Bhiihma who was incapable of being defeated 
by the gnds and the Danavas, actually slain in battle, even then I knew 
that this Bharata host is doomed I Upon the fall of him whom of all 
persons in the three worlds we hid regarded to be the very foremost of 
heroes, who else is there upon whom we aTe to rely ? Those dice, O rire, 
with which Sakuni formerly played in the Kuni assembly, were not dice 

* 1 am not sure whether I Jsave rendered the 31st and the fust half of 
12nd correctly. The vernacular translators have made a raes6 of the passage. 
The difficulty lies with Surhiltamms, I take it to mean that Duryodhana 
says,— Karna, Sakuni, Dussxsana, with myself, had taken tbee, O preceptor, 

fox a friend, and had engaged thee in this battle. We d:d not, however, then 
know that thou ait an enemy in disguise !' — T. 
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but keen arrows capable of slaying foes E%*n those arrows, 0 sire, sped 
by Jaya, are now slaying us ! Though Vidura characterised them to be 
such, thou didst not yet understand them to be so ! Those words, again, 
that the wise and high-sou hi Vidura, with tears in his eyes, had then said 
unto tbefe, these auspicious words recommending peace, thuu didst not then 
hear ! That calamity which he foretold hath now come ! That frightful 
carnage, O Duryodbana, hath now come as the result of that disobodience 
by thee of Vidura 1 * words I That man of foolish understanding who, dis- 
regarding the salutary words of trusted friends, followelh his own opinion, 
soon falls into a pitiable plight O son o: Gandhari, this great evil that 
hath .befallen thee is the fruit of that sinful act of thine, ns., that dragging 
of Krishna in our very sight to the Kuru assembly, of Krishna who never 
deserved such treatment, who hath been horn in a noble race, and who 
practised) every virtue ? Know that all this is but little, for in the neat 
world dire consequences yet will be tbine I Vanquishing the Pandava* at 
dice by deceit, thou hadst sent them into the woods, attired in deer- 
skins I What other Brahmana, except myselt, in this world, would seek 
to injure those princes that are ever engaged in the practice of virtue 
and that are to me even « my own sons ? With the approval of DhriU- 
rashtra, in the midst of the Kuru Assembly, thou badst, with Sakuni as 
thy help-mate, provoked the ire of the Pandavas ! United with Dusaasana, 
Kama then fanned that wrath l Disregarding the words of Vidura, thou 
hast repeatedly fanned it thyself ! With resolute care, all of you had 
simnunded Arjuna, resolved to stand by the ruler of the Sindhus ! Why 
thou have all of you been vanquished and why also has Jayadratha been 
slain ? Why, when thou art alive, and Kama, and Kripa, and Salya, and 
Aswatthaman, O Kauravya, hath the ruler of the Sindhus been slain ? For 
rescuing the ruler of the Sindhus, the kings (on thy side) had put forth 
all their fiercest energy. Why then hath Jayadratha been slain in tbeir 
midst? Relying upon me, king Jayadratha had expected his rescue from the 
hands of Arjuna ! He, however, obtained not the rescue he had expected I do 
not also see any safety for my own self ! Until 1 succeed in slaying the 
Panchalas wrjth Sikhandin, I feel like one sinking in the Dhristadyumna 
mire ! Having failed, O Bharau, in rescuing the ruler of tbe Sindhus, why 
doit thou pierce me thus with thy wordy shafts, seeing that 1 too am burning 
with grief ? Thou veest not any longer on the field the gold standard of 
Bbifhma of sure aim, that warrior who was never tired in battle I How then canal 
tbou hope for success ? When the ruler of the Sindhus and Rhurisravas also 
have been slain m the very midst of so many mighty car warriors, what, do 
you think, will the end be ? Knpa, difficult of being vanquished, is still 
alive, O king 1 Tba; he liath not followed in the track of Jayadratha, I appl- 
aud him highly for this ! When I saw Blnshma himself, that achiever of the 
most difficult feats ( in battle ), that warrior who was incapable of being slain 
in battle by the very gods with Vasava at their head, slain in^thy 6igbt, O 




35 ° 



MAH ABH RATA 



Kauravya, as also of thy younger brother Dussasana, 1 tliouflit then, O 
king, that the Earth hath abandoned thee ! Yonder the troops of the 
Pandavas and the. Srinjayas, united together, are now rushing against me ! 
For achieving thy good in battle, 0 son of Dhriuraihtra, I wilt not without 
slaying all the Panebabta, put off my armour I O king go and tell my son 
Aswntthaman who is present in battle that even at the risk of his life he 
should not let the Socnakas alone ! 4 Thou shouldst also tell him,— [Observe 
all the instructions ibeu hast received from thy father ! Re firm in acts 
of humility, in Mlf-mtnint, in truth and righteousness 1 Observant of reli- 
gion, profit, and pleasure, without neglecting religion and profit, thou sho- 
uldst always accomplish these acts in which religion preduminates I * The 
Rrahmanas should always be gratified with presents. All of them deserve 
thy worship ! Thou shouldst never do anything that is injurious to them ! 
They are like flames of fire ! ] As regards m>self, I will penetrate the hos- 
tile host, 0 slayer of toes, for doing great battle, pierced as 1 am by thee 
with thy wordy shafts ! If thou canat, O Duryodhana, go and protect those 
troops I Both the Kurus and the Srinjayas have been angry. They will fight 
during even the night I — Having wid these words, Drona proceeded against 
the Pandavas and set himself to over-ride the energy of tin; Kshatriyas like 
the Sun overshadowing the light of die stars. 



SECTION cm, 

"Sanjaya said, — Thus urged by DTona, king Duryodhana, filled with rage, 
set his heart on battle. And tby son Duryodhana then said unto Kama, — 
Behold, the diadem-decked son of Pandit, with Krishna alone for his help-mate, 
penetrated into the array formed by tbc preceptor,— an array that the gods 
themselves could not pierce,— and in tbc very sight of ibe illustrious 
l>rona struggling in battle and of many other foremost of warriors, slew 
the ruler of the Sindbus l Behold, O son of Radba, >nany foremost of kings 
lying on Ibe Earth, stain in battle by Panha unaided by any one, in the 
very sight of the illustrious Drona and myself, vigorously exerting ourselves, 
like a host ot inferior animab shun by a lion ! The son oi Sacra hath redu- 
ced my host tu a small remnant of what it was. How, indeed, c*>uld Pbal- 
guna, in spite of the resistance offered by Drona in battle, accomplish his 
vow by skying the ruler of the Sindh us ? If Drona had not himself willed 
it. O hero, bow could the son of Pandu, in hattlc, have pierced that 
impenetrable array, overcoming his struggling preceptor ? Truly, Phalguna is 
exceedingly dear to the illustrious preceptor ! For this, the latter gave him admi- 
ttance, without having fought with him. Behold my misfortune ! Having in 

4 /, u he should, by every means in his power, avenge himself on the 

Somakas, those enemies of mine. ’ - T. 
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the first instance promised protection unto the ruler o( the Sindbus, Drona, 
that scorcher of foes* gave unto the diademdecked Arjaru admittance into 
the array ! If he had in the beginning gTantwd permission to the ruler of 
Sindhus for his return home, without doubt, tuch an awful damage would 
then have never occurred ! Alas, Jayadratha, in hopes of saving his life, 
had desired to return home I Having obtained from Drona a promise of 
protection in battle, it «&s I foof that I was, who prevented him from going l 
Alas, today my brothers having Chitrateaa foT their head, have all perched 
in the very sight of our wretched selves ! ♦— 

“ ‘Kama said,— Do not blame the preceptor ! That Brahnuna is fight- 
ing according to the measure of his power and courage and regardless 
of bis very life ! If Aijuna of white steeds, having transgressed him, 
penetrated into our array, the slightest fault does not, for that, attach 
to the preceptor. Pha’guna is accomplished in weapons, possessed of 
great activity, endued with youth ; he is a hero who has mastered all 
arms ; he is distinguished for the celerity of his movements. Armed 
with celestial weapons and mounted on his »pe*hannered car the rein9 
of whose steeds again were in the hands of Krishna, cased in impenetrable 
armour, and taking his celestial bow GanJivaol unfading might, the 
valiant Arjima, scattering keen arrows and proud of the strength of his 
arms, transgressed Drona. There is nothing to wonder at this. The 
prcccptnr, on the other hand, iF, O king, old and incapable of proceeding 
quickly, lie is al*n, O king, incapable of exercising his aims long. 
It was for this that Phalguna of white steeds and having Krishna for 
his charioteer succeeded in transgressing the preceptor. For this reason 
also, I do not see any fault in Drona. For all that, wlven Arjuna of 
white steeds penetrated into our array, having transgressed the preceptor, 
it seems that the litter, however skilled in weapons, is incapable of 
vanquishing the Pandavas in battle ! I think that that which it ordai icd 
by Fate never occurs otherwise. And since, O Suyodhana, in spite of 
ourselves fighting to the utmost extent of our powero, tike ruler uf the 
Sindhus has been slain in battle, it seems that Kate is all-powerful I 
With thyself we had all been exerting to the utmost of our might on 

the field of battle. Fate, nowever, baffling our exertioni, did not smile 

on us I We lave always exerted to injure the Panda van, relyinj both 

on deceit and prowess 3 Whatever act, 0 king, a person afflicted by Fate 

does, it frustrated by Fate, however, much the i*rion himself may 
strive to achieve it 1 Whatever, indeed, a man endued with prescrvance 
should do, ought to be done fearlessly. Success depends on Fate ! By 
deceit the sons of Pntba were beguiled, as also by the administration 
of poison, O Bharam ! Burnt they were in the puiace of lac Vanquished 
they were at dice, lit accordance with the dictates ol state-craft, they 

♦ This is a triplet in the Bcng.il text*.— T. 
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were exited into the woods. All these, though done by us with care, 
have been baffled by Fate. Fight with resolution, O king, setting Fate 
at nought Between thee and them, both striving to the beat of youT 
prowess, even Fate may prove auspicious to that party which exceb tlie 
other. • No wise measures have been adopted by the Pandavas with the 
aid of superior intelligence. Nor, O hero, do we see, O prepetuatoc of 
Rum’s race, that thou hast done anything unwise from want of intelli- 
gence I It is Fate that settles the result of acts, wise or unwise ! 
Fate, ever intent on its own purposes, is awake when all else sleeps I 
Vast was thy bolt, and thy warriors are many. Even thu» the battle 
began. With their small force, much greater and consisting of men 
capable of smiting effectually, hath been much reduced. I fear, it is the 
work of Fate, that is, which frustrated our exertions ! — ’ 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘While they were discoursing thus, O king, 
the Paiula va divisions appeared for battle Then oocuned a fierce 
battle between thy warriors and theirs, in which cars elephants 
encountered one another. All this, however, O king, was due ro thy 
evil policy f " 



SECTION CL.IIL 
( Ghalotkacha-btdha J'artto ). 

“Sanjaya said,— That elephant force of thine, O king, swelling with 
might, fought every were, prevailing over the Pandava force. Resolved to go to 
tbc other world, the Panchalas and the Kaurvas fought with one another 
for admission into the swelling domains of Yarns. Brave warriors, 
encounteriug brave rivals, pierced one another with atrows and lancet and 
darts, and quickly despatched one another unto Yama's abode. Dreadful 
was the battle that took place between car -warriors and car-warriors who 
struck one another and caused a fierce flow of blood. Infuriate elephants, 
encountering infuriate compeers, afflicted one another with their tusks. 
Horsemen, solicitpous of glory, pierced and cut down horsemen in that 
terrific melee with spears and dam arid battle-axes. Foot soldiers also, O 
mighty-armed one, in hundreds, armed with weapons, repeatedly rushed 
against one another with resolute courage, 0 scorcher of foes ! So great 
was the confusion that the Panchalas and tlie Kurus could only be distin- 
guished from each other by the tribal, the family, and the personal names 
we heard them utter. The warrior?, despatching one another to the other 
world with arrows and darts and axes, cat cored fearlessly on tlie field. 
With the thousands of arrows, however, 0 king, shot by tbc combatants 
the ten points were no longer illuminated as before in consequences of 



• 1 rtndet the second line freely, following Niiakanlha. — T, 
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tfv? Sim having set. While the Pandavas were thus fighting, O Bharat*, 
Duryodhana, O king, penetrated into the midst of their host. Filled with 
great wrath at the slaughter nf the ruler of the Sindhus, and resolved to 
lay down his life, he penetrated into the hostile army. Filling the Earth 
with the rattle of his car-wheels and causing her to tremble therewith, 
thy son approaelied the Pandavt host. Terrific was the clash that took 
place between him and them. O Blurau, causing a tremendous carnage 
of troops. Like the Su-i himself at midday scorching everything with his 
rays, thy sun scorched the hostile Ivost with his arrowy showers* Tl-e 
Pandavas became incapable of even looking at their brother (Duryodhana). 
Despairing of vanquishing their foes, they set their hearts on flying away 

from the field. Slaughtered by thy illustrious son armed with the bow, 

hy means of his guldwmgrd arrows of hlazing points, the PancbaJm ran 
away in al! directions. Afflicted with those keen shafts, the Panda va troops 
began to fall down on the ground. Indeed, the Pandavas had nevci 

succeeded in achieving such a but in battle as was then achieved by thy 

royal son, O monarch ! The PandAva host was crushed and grinded by 
thy ton in that Utile, as an assemblage of lotuses «s crushed and grinded 
by an elephant t As again an assemblage of lotuses becomes shorn of its 
beauty when the water {over which it grows) is dried up by the sun and 
the wind, even to became the Pardava host in consequence of thy son's 
powers. l)el>:>lding the Paodava army slaughtered by thy ton, O Bharata, 
the Panchalaj, wiib Bhimasen* then with ten shall*, and each of the sons 
of Madri with three, and Virata and Dnipoda each with six, and Sikhan- 
dm with a hundred, and Dhnshtadyumna with seventy, and Yudhishtbira 
with seven, and the Kaikcyas and the Cbeiis with innumerable keen 
shafts, and Satwata with five, and each of ihe (ive) sons of Draupadi 
wiih three, and Ghatotkach* also with a few, Jm? uitered a leonine shout. 
Cutting off hundreds of other warriors and the bodies of elephants and 
steeds in that great battle by means of his fierce shafts, he behaved like 
live Destroyer himself in rage slaying created beings. I While engaged, how- 
ever, in thus slaughtering his foes. Ins bow the back of whose staff was 
decked with gold, Yudhishtbira the son of Panda, O sire, cut off into 
three pans with a pair ol broad-headed shafts. And Yudhishtbira pierced 
Duryodhana himself with ten keen shafts shot with great force. Piercing 
through Duryodhaiu’s vital limbs, tbot pawed out and entered the Earth 
in a continuous line. The troops that stood around then encompassed 
Yudhishtbira lixe the celestials encomparsing Purandara for the slaughter of 



* Literally, **with shafts resembling his rays.”— T. 

t Or, "as a take overgrown with lotuses is agitated on every side by an 
elephant,”— T. 

J Sixteen lines, occurring after this in the Bombay edition, have been 
omitted in the Calcutta edition — T. 
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V'fitn. Then king Vudhiihlhin, O sire, w hn is incapable of lining cnaily 
defeated, sped at thy son in that hattle a fierce shaft. Deeply pierced 
therewith, Duryodharw sat down on his excellent car. Then a 

loud noise arose from among the Panchala troops, liven thir, O monarch, 
was that tremendous uproar, cfe .,— Tkt kin* is tiaU /— Tlie fierce 
whirr of arrows also was heard there, O Bbarata ! Then 'Irona quickly- 
showed himself there in Out battle. Meanwhile, Duryodluna recovering 
his senses, had firmly grasped the bow. He was then to rush towards 
the Toyal son of Pondu ssytng, — fftti/, W*fc— ‘ Then Pan clul as also, solicitous 
of victory, began to advance with speed. Desire us of rescuing the Kuril 
prince, Drona received them all. And the preceptor began to destroy 
them like the bright-rayed maker of day destroying tempest-tossed clouds. 
Then, O king, there occurred a fierce battle, fraught with immense carnage, 
between thine and theirs encountering one anotl>cr fmm desire of fight' " 



SECTION CUV 

“Dliriurishtra said,— ' 'Having said all those words unto my son 
Duryodhana who is ever disobedient to my comnund*, when that mighty 
howman endued with great strength, viz , the preceptor Drona, penetrated 
in wrath into the Panda ra host, and when that hem, stationed on his 
car, careered over the field, how did the Pundavas check his course ? 
SVho protected the right wheel of the preceptor's car in that dreadful 
trail!* ? Who also protected hit left when he fiercely slaughtered the 
f<*C ? Who wctc those brave warriors that followed that fighting hero at 
his hack ? Who were those then stood in front of that car -warrior ? When 
dial un vanquished and great bowman, that foremost of all bearers of 
weapons, dancing along the track of his car, entered the Pandava host, 
I think his foes felt an excessive and unseasonable cold, I think they 
trembled like kine exposed to wintry blast?. — Hnw did that hull among 
car-wont* rs, who consumed all the troops nf the Panchulas like a raging 
conflagration, meet with his death ¥ 

•Sanjaya said. — ‘Having slain tike ruler of the Sindhus in the evening. 
Panha, after his meeting with Yudhtshthira, and that great bowman, f*., 
Satyaki, both proceeded towards Drona. Then Yudhishthira, and Bhimaacna 
the son of Pandu. with a separate division of the army, quickly proceeded 
against Drona. Similarly the intelligent Nakuln, and the invincible Sahodeva, 
and Dhrishtadyumna with bi* own division, and Virata, and the ruler of 
the Salwas, with a large force, proceeded against Drona in battle. Similarly 
king Drupda, the father of Dhrishtadyumna, protected by the Panchalas, 
proceeded, O king, against Drona. And the sons of Draupadi, and the 
Itahthaui Ghatotkacha, accompanied by their forces, proceeded against 
T>rnna nf great splendour. The PraMiatlraka-Panchalns al9n six thousand 
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strong, and all effectual miters, proceeded against Drone, placing Sikhandm 
at their head- Other foremost of men and mighty carwanriurs among 
the Pandavas, uniting together, O bull among men, proceeded against Drona. 
When those heroic maniocs, O bull among the Bharatas, proceeded to 
battle, the night became pitchy dark, enhancing the terrors of the 
timid. And during that hour of darkness, O king, tn\ny were the warriors 
that laid down their lives. And that night also proved the dealt; of 
many elephants and steeds and foot-soldiers. On that night of pitchy darkness, 
yelling* jackals everywhere inspired great fear with their blazing months. 
Fierce owls, perching on the standard* of the Kauravas and hooting 
therefrom, foreboded fears. Then, O king, a fierce uproar arose among the 
troops. Mingling with the loud beat o t drums and cymbals, the grunt of 
elephants, the neigh of steeds, and the stamp of horse-hoofs, that uproar 
*l*ead everywhere. Then, in that hour of evening, fierce was tho battle 
that took place between Drorva, 0 king, and all the Srinjaya*. The world 
having been enveloped in darkness, nothing could be noticed. 'Hie welkin 
was covered with the du§t r d^ed by the combatants. The blood of man 
and horse and elephant mingled together. The earthy dust then disappeared. 
All of us became perfectly cheerless. During that night, like the sounds 
of a burning forest of bamboo* on a mountain, frightful sound were heard 
of clashing weapon*. With the sound* of Afridangai and Anakus and 
Vallakis and Pa/akas* with the shouts (of human beings) and the neigh 
(of steeds), a dreadful confusion set in everywhere, O lord ! When the 
field of hattle was enveloped in darkness, friends, O king, could not 
be distinguished from foes. All were pressed with a madness in that night 
The earthy dust that had arisen, O king, was soon allayed with showers of 
blood. Then in consequence of golden coat* of null and the bright orna* 
nienls of the warriors, that darkness was dispelled The Bharata host then, 
decked in gems and gold, [and abounding with darts and standards], 
looked like the firmament in the mght, O bull of Bbirat*’* race, bespangled 
with stars. The field of battle liven resounded with the yells of Jackals and 
the caw of crows, with tbc grunt of elephant*, and the shouts and cries of the 
warriors. Those sounds, mingling together, produced a loud uproar, making 
the hair to stand on end. That uproar filled all the points of the compass 
like the report of Indra’s thunder. At dead of night, the Bharata host, 
seemed ilium inated with the Angadas, the ear-rivt£*» the cuirasses, and the 
weapons of the combatants. There elephant* and cars, adorned with gold, 
looked in that night like clouds charged with lightning. Swords and darts 
and mace* and scimitars and clubs and lances and axes, as they fell, looked 
like dazzling flashes of fire. Duryodhana was the gust of wind that was the 
precursor (of that tempest -like host). Cars and elephant* constituted its dry 
cloud*. Tbc loud noise of drums and other instruments formed tbe peal of it* 



♦ 
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thunder*. Abounding with standards, bows formed to lightning flashes 
Drona and the Paadavas formed ita pouring cl>uds. Scimitars and darts 
and maces constituted iU thunders. Shafts formed its downpour, and weapons 
(of other kinds), its incessant gusts of wind. And the winds that blew were 
both exceedingly hot and exceedingly cold. Terrible, stunning arid 

fierce, it was destructive of life. There w.ts nothing that could afford shelter 
from iL* Combatants, desirous of battle, entered into that frightful host cm 
that dreadful night resounding with terrible noises enhancing the ferns of the 
timid and the delight of heroes And during the progress of that fierce and 
dreadful battle in the night, the Pundus and the Srinjaya*, united together, 
ruslied in wrath against Drona. All these, however, O king, that advanced 
right against the illustrious Drona, were either obliged to turn back or despatch- 
ed to the abode of Yamau Indeed on that night, Drona, alone, pierced with 
his shafts, elephants in thousands and cat* in ten* of thousands and millions of 
millions of foot-soldiers and steeds. 1 " 



SECTION CLV. 

“DhrttarashirA said,— ‘When the invincible Dron»* of immeasurable 

energy, unable to bear (the slaughter of Jayadratha), wrathful!/ entered 
into the mid9t of the Srinjajas, what did you all think ? When that 
warrior of immeasurable soul, haring said th ise words unto my disobedient 
son Ihiryodhana, so enured (the hostile ranks), what steps did Partha 
take ? When after the fall of the heroic Jayadratha and of Bhurisrovas, that 
un vanquished warrior of great energy, that scorcher of foei, vi%. t the 
unconquerable Drona, proceeded against the Panchalaa, what did Arjuna 
think ? What also did Duryodbana think as the most seasonable step 
that he could adopt ? Who were they that followed that boon-giving 
hero, that fotmost of regenerated ones ? Who were those heroes, O Sut<i % 
dial stood behind that hero while engaged in baulc ? Who fought in his 
van while he was employed in slauhtering the foe in battle ? I think, all 
the Pandav&ff afflicted with the arrows of Bharadwaja's son, were O Su/u, 
like lean kinc trembling under a wintry sky. Having penetrated into the 
midst of the PanchaUs, haw did that great bowman, that scorcher of foe?, 
that tiger among men. mec; with bis death When on that night all 
the troops, united together, and all the great rarwarriors combined, were 
being separately grinded (by Drona), who were those intelligent men 
amongst you that were present there ? Tuou sayest that my troops were 
slain or huddled together, or vanquished, and that my car-warrior* were 
made earless in those encounter*. While those combatants became 
headless and were being graded by tbc Pandavg*. what did they 

* The Bombay reading ia aplauam and not Vtflaiam. — T. 

t This is a triplet in all tbc editions.— T. 
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think when they sink in such affliction on that dark night ? 
Thou aayest that the Pandavaa were hearty and exceedingly hopeful, and that 
mine were melancholy and bcartle&i and panic-struck. How, O Sanjaya, 
couldst the hi mirk the distinction on that night between the Kurus and the 
unretreating Paribas T 

‘Sanjaya said.— ‘Dunn* the progrese. O king, of that fierce nyht battle, 
the Par.davas along with the Somakis all rushed against PTona. Then 
Drona, with his swift-going shafts, despatched all the Kaikeyas and the sons 
of Ph r ish tad) u nmi into the world of spirits. Indeed, all those mighty car- 
warriors, O king, that advanced right against Drona. all those lords of Ranh, 
were despatched (by him) into the region of the dead. Then king Sivi of 
great prowess, filled with rage, proceeded against that mighty car-warrior. £•/«., 
the heroic stm of Bliaradwaja, while the latter wai thus employed in grinding 
(the hostile combatants). Beholding that great car-warrior of the Pandavas 
advancing, Drona pierced him with ten shafts made entirely of iron. Sivi, 
however, pierced Drona in return with thirty shat if winged with Kartka 
feathers And smilin' the while, he also, with a broad-headed shills, 
felled the driver of Drona's car. Drona then, slaying the steeds of the 
illustrious Sivi, as also the driver or his car, cut off from his trunk Sivj’s 
head with head-gear on iL Then Duryodhana quickly sent unto Drona a 
driver for his cat. The reins of his s:ecd& having been taken up by the new 
man. Drona once mote rushed against his foes. 1 he snn of the ruler of 
the Kalingaa, supported by the Kalinga troops, rushed against Bhimisena, 
filled with rage a: the slaughter uf his sire by tbe latter. Having pierced 
Rhima with five shafts, he once more pierced him with sevon. And he struck 
Visoka (the driver of Rhima's car) with three shalts and the I liter's standard 
with one. Then Vrikodara, filled with rage, leaping from bis own car to 
that of his foe, slew with only his fists that angy beri> of the Kahngas. The 
bones of that prince thus slain in battle by the mighty eon of Pandu with 
only his fists, fell down on the Barth, separated from one another. Kama 
and the brother of the slam prince, (and others), could not brook that act of 
Bhima. All of them began to strike Bhimasena with keen shafts resembling 
snakes of virulent poison. Abandoning then that car of the foe (ujxm which 
he stood), Bhima proceeded to the car of Dhruva, 4 and crushed, by a blow 
of his fist, that prince who had been striking him incessantly. Thus struck 
by the mighty son of Pandu, Dhruva tell down. Having slain him, O king, 
Bhimasena of great strength, proceeding to the car o' JayaraU. began to 
roar lepcatedfy like a lion. Dragging Jayaratha then with his left arm, while 
employed in roaring, he slew that warrior with a slap of Stis palm in the very 
sight of Kama. Then Kama hurled at the son of l'andu, h dart decked 
with gold. The Pandava, however, smiling the while, seized with his hand 
that dart. And the invincible Vnkodara in tliat battle hurled that very 1 






The brother at the Kdinga prince.— T. 
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dart buck at Kama. Then Sikuni, with a shaft that had drunk oil, cut «.ff 
that dart as it coursed towards Kama. Having achieved these mighty feats 
in battle, Bhima of wonderful prowess came back to his own car and rut Ued 
against thy troop6. And while Rhima was thus advancing, slaughtering 
(thy troops) like the I>estroyer himself in rage, thy son?, 0 monarch, attempted 
to resist that mighty-armed hero. Indeed, those mighty car-warriors covered 
him with a dense shower of arrows. Then Bhima, smiling the while, 
despatched in that battle, with his shafts, the driver and the steeds of 
Dormada unto the abode of Yama. Durmada, at this, quickly mounted ujxm 
the cat of Dushkarru. Then those scorchers of foes, vis. f the two brother*, 
riding on the same car, both rushed against Bhima in the front rank of 
battle, like the Regent of the waters and Surya rushihg against Taraka, that 
foremost of Diti/Vitr. Then thy sons Dunnada and Duihkarno, mounting on 
Ihe Rime car, pierced Ilhima with shafts. Then in the very sight of Kamo, 
of Aswattbaman. of Duryodhana, of Knpa, nf Somadatta, and of Valhika, 
the son of Pandu, that chastiser of foes, by a stamp of hit foot, ciuscd 
that car of the heroic Durmada and Dushlcama to sink into the Barth. 
Killed with rage, he struck with hts fists those mighty and brave sons 
of thine, r/r., Durmada and Dushkarna, and crushed them therewith 
and roared aloud. Then cries of Oh and A/a% arose among the 

troop* And the kings beholding Rhima, said,— That is Rudra who is 
fighting in Bhima’a form among the Dhartaroshtras l— Saying these words, 
O Bhorato, all the kings fled aw.sy, deprived of their senses and urging 
the animals they rode to their tartest speed* Indeed, no two of them 
could be seen running together. Then when on that night a great carnage 
hod been caused among the (Kaurava) army, the mighty Vrikodara* with 
eyes beautiful as the full-blown lotas, highly applauded by many bulls 
among kings, repairing unto Yudhishthira, jaid his regards unto him. 

Then the twins (Nakula and S*hadcv*\ and Drupada and Virata, and the 
Kaikcya*. and Yudhishthira also, felt great Joy. And all of them paid thear 
adorations .unto Vrikodara even as the celestials did unto Mahadeva after 
Aodltaka had been slain. Then thy sons, all equal unto the sons of Varuna, 
filled with rage and accompanied by the illustrious preceptor and a large 
number of cars, fuoi-soidiera, and elephants, encompassed Vrikodara on all 
rides from desire of fight. Then, O best of kings, on that terrible night 

when everything was enveloped in a darkness as thick os a cloud, a 

dreadful battle touk place between those illustrious warriors, delightful to 
wolves and crows and vultures.' 
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SECTION CLVI 

4, Sinjiy.a Raid,— 1 1 Afier his ion (Bhurisravas) litd been slain by Sutyaki 
while the format was silting in Pmy «, Sonudalta, filled with rage, sairl 
unto Sitjaki these word* : — Why, O Simla, hiving abandoned ilu»e 
Kshatriya duties ordained by the higli soulcd gods, hast thou betaken thy- 
self to the practices of robbers ? Why would one that is observant of 
Kshatrijm duties and possessed of wisdom, strike in battle a person tlut 
is turning away from the fi^ht, or one that has become helpless, or one 
that lias laid aside his weapons, or one that be»geth for quarters ? Two 
persons, indeed, among the Vrishrm arc reflated to be the foremost of 
great car warriors, r/x^ Pratldy.ini rut of mighty energy and thou also, O 
So.ty.iki ! Why then didst thou behave so cruelly and sinfully towards one 
that had sat in Pmy a and that had hii arm cut off by Panha ?• Toko 
now in battle the consequence of that act of thine. O thou of wicked 
l>ehav:our ? 1 dial! today, O wretch, putting forth my prowess, cut off 
thy head with a winged arrow ! 1 swear, O Satwata, by my two sons, by 
what is dear to me, and by all my meritorious acts, that if before this 
night passes away I do not slay thee that 'art to proud of thy heroism, 
with thy sons and younger bfodwn, provided Jishnu the son of Pritha does 
not protect* thee, then let me sink into lerribe hell, O wretch of Vrishnis 
nice !— Having said these words, the mighty So nadalta. filled with rage, 
blew his conch loudly and uttered a leonine Tour ! Then Satyaki, of eyes 
like lotus petals and teeth like those of a lion, possessed of great strength, 
and filled with rage, said these words unto SomadaiU !— O thou of Kuna'* 
race, whether battling wish thee or with others, I do not in my heui ever 
experience the slightest fear 1 If, protected by nil the troops thou lightest 
with me, l would trot, even then, experience un thy account, any pain, O 
thou of Kuru's race ! 1 am ever observant of Kshatriy.\ practice!. Thou 
canal not, therefore, frighten me with only words scenting of fctttte nr with 
speeches that insult the good 1 If, O king, thou wishes* to fight with me 
today, be cruel and strike me with keen shafts and I also will strike slice 1 
Thy sun, the mighty car-warrior BhurisraTas, 0 king, had been slain I Sala 
also, and Vrishasena, lute been crushed by me Thee also today I shall 
slay, with thy sons and kinsmen I Stay with resolution in battle, for thou, 
O Kauriri, art endued with great strength I Tliou art already slain in 
coci sequence of the energy of that drum-bannered king Yudhiahlhim in whom 
are always charity, and self-restraint, and parity of heart, and cornjiassjjfi, 
and modesty, and intelligence, and forgiveness, and all else that is indes- 
tructible I Thou shalt meet with destruction along with Kama and Suva la’* 
ton ! I swear by Krishna's feet and by all my good acts that, filled with 



• Palanifam a explained by Nibkanth* as something that causes th* 
faftwt i or downfall of a person, lienee, r«V-— T. 
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rage, I stall, with my shafts, slay thee with thy son* in tattle I If thott 
fliest away from tattle, then mayst thou have safety !— Having thus 
addressed encl> other with eyes red in wrath, thorn foremost of men began 
to sh wt their shafts at each other. Then with a thousand cars and ten 
thousand horses, Duryodtana took his station, encompassing Somadatu. 
Sakuni also, filled with rage, and armed with every weapon, and surrounded 
by his sons and grandsons as also by his brothers tint were espial to India 
himself in prowess (did the mine). Thy brother-in-law, O king, young in 
years and of body hard as the thunder-bolt, and jiossessed of wisdom, had 
a hundred thousand horses of the furemost valour with him. With these 
lie encompassed tlwi mighty bowmen Somadatu. Protected by those mighty 
minors Sonudatta covered Satywki (with clouds oi shafts). Beholding 
Satynki thus covered with clotid* of straight sliafts, Dhrislitndyumna 
iwoeeeded towards him in rage and accompanied by a mighty force. Then, 
( > king, the sound that arose there of thoie two large hosts striking each 
other, resembled that oi many oceans lashed into fury by (rightful hurricanes. 
Then Somadatu pierced Satynki with nine arrows. Satyaki, in return, 
struck that foremost of Kuru warriors with nine arrows. Deeply pierced in 
that bank by the mighty and firm bnwman (Satynki), Somadatu sat duwn 
on the terrace of His cur and lost Ins senses in a swoon. Beholding him 
deprived of his tenses, his driver, with great speed, bore away from the 
battle that great car warrior, pis , the heroic Somadatu. Seeing that 
Souiadatta, afflicted with Yuyudtana's shafts hud lost lus senses, Dtona 
rushed with speed, desiring to slay the Yadu hero. Beholding the preceptor 
advance, many Pandava warriors headed by Yndhishihira, surrounded that 
illustrious perpetuator of Yudu's raev from desire of rescuing him. Then 
commenced a battle between Drona and il»e Pandavas. resembling that 
between Vali and the celestials front dome of the sovereignty of the three 
worlds. Then Bluradwaja’* *’ m uf S real '“'Sf shrouded the Paudava host 
with clouds of arrows and pierced Yudhisthira also. And Drona pierced 
Sntyaki with ten arrows, and the snn of Prisbau with twenty. And lie pierced 
Bhimasena with nine arrow#, and Nakula with five, and Sntmdeva with eight, 
and Sikhandin with a hundred. And the roighty-artued hero pierced each 
of the (five) sons of Draupadi with five arrows. And he pierced Virata with 
eight arrows and Drupada with ten. And lie pierced Vudhamanyu with 
three arrows and Utunuujas with si* in that encounter. And piercing 
many other combatants, he rushed toward# Yudhisthira. The troops of 
Pandu’s son, slaughtered by Drona. ran away in all directions, from fear, 
O king, with loud wails. Beholding that host slaughtered hy Drona, 
Phalguna the son of Pritha, with wrath excited a little, quickly proceeded 
towards the preceptor. Beholding then that Drona also was proceeding 
towards Arjuna in that battle, that host ol| Yudhisthira, O king, once 
more rallied. Then once more occurred a battle between Drona and the 
Pandavas. Dronn, surrounded. O king, on all sides, by thy sons, began 
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to consume the Pandava host like fire consuming a heap of cotton. Behold- 
ing him radiant like the Sun and endued with the splendour of a biasing 
tire, and fiercely and continually, O king, emitting his ray-dike arrows, with 
bow incessantly drawn to a circle and scorching everything around like 
the Sun himself, and consuming his f es, there was none in that host that 
could check him. The shafts of Drum, cutting off the heads of all those 
that ventured to approach .him in the Ucc, penetrated into the Parth 
Thus slaughtered by that illustrious warrior, the Pandava host, once more 
fled away in fear in the very sight of Arjuna. Beholding that force, 0 
Rharata, thus routed on that night by Drona, Jtshnu a-.ked Govinda to 
proceed towards Drona's car. Then he of Dasartu's race urged those 
steeda white as salver or vaccine milk or the KvkJq flower or the moon, 
towards the car of Drona. Bhimascn:i also, beholding Phalguna proceed 
towards Drona, OHnmandeil Ins own charioteer, saying,— Bear me towards 
Drona's division 1 Hearing those words of Bhirna, his driver Vieoka urged 
his steeds, following in the wake, O chief of the Rharatas, of Jlshnu of 
ware aim. Beholding the two brothers resolutely proceeding towards Drona' s 
diviaion, the mighty car-w.trriors among the Panduias, the Srinjayas. the 
MatByas, the Chedis, the Karushas, the Koshala* and the Kaikeyas, O king, 
all followed them. Then. O monatcb, took place \ terrible battle that 
made the hair to stand on end. With two mighty throng* of cart, Vibhatsu and 
Vrikodara attacked thy host ; the former on the right and ihc loiter in the 
front. .Seeing those tigers among men, mV, Hhmusena and Dhananjaya, 
{thus engaged/, Dlirishtadyumria. O monarch, and Saty.iki of great strength, 
rushed behind. Then, O king, an uproar arose there in consequence nf 
the two hosts striking each other, that resembled the nnisr made by many 
seas lashed into fury by a tempest. Beholding Satyaki in battle, Aswatthaman, 
filled with rage at the slaughter of Somadatta's son, rushed furiously 
agAinst that Sitwata hero at the van of battle. Seeing him rush in that 
battle against the car of Sini's grandson, Bhimasena's son, the gigantic 
Rakshaia Ghatotkacha endued with great strength, rushed at him, riding on 
a huge and ternhle car made of black iron covered with bear sluns. Bulb 
the height and the width of that Urge car measured thirty nalwat* F-qaipt 
with machines set un proper places, its rattle resembled that of a mighty 
mass of clouds. No steeds or elephants were yoked unto it, but, instead, 
beings that looked like elephant*^ On its tall standard perched a prince 
of vulture* with oulstretchen wings and foet, with eye* wide-expinded, and 
shrieking awfully. And it was equipt with red flags and decked with the 
entrails of various animals. And that huge vehicle was furnished with 
eight wheels. Riding on it, Ghatotkacha was surrounded by a full 
Akikauhini of ficxcHooking Rakihasas armed with lances and heavy clubs 

• A nu/icxi measured four hundred cubits.— T. 

t NiUkatitlu explains that there were Piwkat — T 
ad 
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and rocks ;md trees. Seeing him advance with uplifted bow .-mil resembling 
the auce-nnned Destroyer himself in the hour of universal dissolution, the 
Itoatile kings were struck with fear, At sight of that prince of RMsasas, 
m,, Ghatotkacha, looking like mountain summit, of terrible aspect, (rightful, 
pruned of terrible tenth and fierce face, with arrow-like ears and high 
cheek bone*, with stiff hair rising upward*, awful eyes, blaming mouth, and 
sunken bolly, with acsophagus wide us a chasm, and a diadem on his head, 
capable of striking every creature with fear, possessing jaws wide open 
like those of the Destroyer, endued with greit splendour, and capable of 
agitating all fow, advancing towards them, thy son's host, afflicted with 
fear, became highly agitated like the current of the Gang* agitated into 
fierce eddies by (the action of) the wind. Terrified by the leonine roars 
uttered by Glutotkcha, elephants began to eject urine and the kings Ixsgan 
to tremble Th?n, poured by the Rakihasat who had become more 
powerful in om'erpience of the night, there began tn fall on the field of 
battle a thick shower of stones And a ceaseless shower of iron wheels and 
Abivdit and darts and lances and spears And SatagAnis and axes also 
fell there. Beholding llut fierce and aw'ul kxatlie, the kings, thy sons, 
and Kirna also, exceedingly pained, fled away. Only tike proud son 
of Drona, ever boastful of his might in arms, stood fearlessly. And 
he s»m dispelled tlut illusion that hid been created by G utotk.icha. 
Upon die destruction of his illusion, GbatOtkadia in rage sped fiece ntafts 
(at Aswauham in). These pierced the son of Drona, like angary snakes 
speedily piercing through an anthill Those arrows, having pierced thruugh 
the body uf Aswauliumavt dyed w th blood and quickly entered the Earth 
like snake* iisro an anthill. The light-handed Aswauhaman, however, of 
greni pp;ire*s, filled with wrath, pierced Ghatotkacha with ten arrows, 
Ghototkocha, deeply pierced in his vital parts by Dronu’s son, and feeling 
ureat pain, t »'^k up a wheel having a thuusand spokes. Its edge was sharp 
as a raanr, and it was resplendent as the rising Sun. And it was decked 
with diverse gems and diamonds. Desirous of slaying him, the son of 
Bhitiusena hurled that wheel at Aswaibaman. And as that wheel coursed 
swiftly towards Droru’s son, tike latter cut it into fragments bv means of 
bis shafts. Baffled it fell down on the Earth, like the hope cherished by 
an unfortunate man. Beholding his wheel baffled, Ghatotkadu quickly 
covered the kwi of Drona with his shafts like Raliu swallowing, the Sun. 
Meanwhile, Ghatotkicha’s son endued with gieat splendour and looking 
like a mass of antimony checked tbs advancing sjn of Drona like the king 
of mountain (M-ru) checking the (course of the) wind. Afflicted with 
showers of shifts by Bhimascna's grandto n, 0 rr , the brave Anjanaparvan, 
Aswaubaman looked like the mountain Meru bearing a torrent of rain 
from a mighty cloul Then Aswattharuan, equal unto Rudra or Upendra 
in prowess, became 61led with rage. With one shaft he cut off the 
standard of Anpna|urvan. With two others, his two drivers, and with 
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three others, his Triunuk* And be cut off the Rakskauti bow with one 
MTOir, and bis four steeds with tour other arrows. Made earless. An janan parvan 
took up a scimitar. With another keen shaft, Aswatthaman cut off into 
two fragments that scimitar, decked with golden sum. in tl* Aakikasji 
band. The grandson of Hidimva then, 0 king, whirling s golddecked 
mace, quickly hurled it n t Aswatthaman- Drum's son, however, stnkmg 
it with his shafts, caused it to fall down on the EarilL Suring up then 
into the sky, Anjaiuparvan began to roar like a cloud. And from the 
welkrn he showered trees upon his foe. Ltkc the Sun piercing u mare of 
clouds with his rays, Aswauhaman then be^an to pierce with hie static 
the son of Ghatotkacha, that receptacle of illusions, in the welkin. Gifted 
with great energy, the Rakshata on:e more came down on his guld- 
decked car. He then looked like a hi^h and beautiful hill of antimony on 
the surface of the Earth. The son of Drona then slew that sou of Dhima's 
eon, viz , Anjaoaparvan, cased in an iron coat of mail, even ;li Mabadiv.t had 
slain in days of yore the Aivnt Andhij*. Beholding his mighty i >n sUin 
by Aswatthanun, Gh it >ik*cha, coming unto the son <>i Drona, fcuriewly 
addressed the heroic son of Suad cat's daughter who was then consum- 
ing the Pandava troops like a raging forest-conflagration, in theie words 

11 \»batotkacha said, — Watt, wait, O son of Drona l Thou sh*li not 
escape me with life l I shall sUy thee today like Agm's son slaying 
Krautuk* ! — 

"Aswattbamao said,— Go, O soo, and fight with others, 0 tiiuu that hast 
the prowess of a celestial ! It is not proper, O son of Hidmiva. that are 
should battle with son !* I do not cherish any wrath against thco, O >un 
of Hidireva ! When, bow*ver, une’s wrath is excited, one may k?1l one's 
own self I— 

San jay* continued, — ‘Having heard these words, Gnatotkacha, filled with 
grief on account of the fall of his sun and with eyes red as copper in 
snath, approached Aswatthaman and said,— Am I a dastard in battle, O 
son of Drona, like a vulgar person, that thou afrighleti me thus with 
words ? These thy words are improper. Verily, I have been bc^it by Hhiaia 
in the celebrated race of the Kurus ! I am a son of the Pandavos, those 
heroes that never retreat from battle I I am the king of the Rttishauis, 
equal to the Tcu-nedted (Ravana) in might ! Wait, wait, O son of Drona ! 
Thou shall not escape me with life ! 1 shall today on the field of battle 
dispell thy desire for fight !— Having thus replied unto AswaUhaman, that 
mighty R&kskisa with eyes red as copper in rage, rushed furiously gainst 
the son of Drona like a lion against a prince uf elephants. And Gtatotkacba 
began to shower upon that bull among car-warriors, fis.» Dron’s son, shahs of 



* AswaUbaman and the Pandavas were like brothers, foe both were 
disciples of Drona. Gtatotkacta, therefore, having been Bhima's son was 
Aswatthaman s brothers son.— T 
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the measure uf the Akin* of battle-car. like a cluud puuring torrents af ram. 
Drona's son however, with his own shafts, dispelled that arrowy shower heforc 
it could reach him. At that lime it seemed that another encounter was 
taking place in the welkin between shafts (as the combatants). The 
welkin then, during that night, shone repiendent with the sparks caused by 
the clash of those weapjrs ^ if «riih (myriads of) flies. Observing that 
his illusion was dispelled by Drona’s son proud of his prowess in battle, 
Ghatotkacfu, oQce more .(taking himself .n visible, created an illusion. 
He assumed the form of a high mountain, croweded with cliffs and 
tre^s, aiul possessing fountains from which ceAselesal) flowed spears and 
lances and swords acid heavy clubs. Beholding that mountain like a 
masa of antimony, with counties* weapons falling from it, Drona's son 
was not at all moved, The latter invoked into existence ibe Vajra 
weapon. 4 That prince of mountains then, struck with that weapon, was 
quickly destroyed. Then the RaAshas*, becoming a bum of blue clouds 
in the firmament, decked with nen-how, began furiously to sliover upon 
Drone's son in that battle a downpour of stones and rocks- Then that 
foremost of all persona acquainted with weapons, w#. t Aswatthaman, aiming 
the Vayavya weapon, destroyed that blue cloud which had risen on the 
firmament. Drona’s son, that foremost of men, covering then all the points 
of the compass with bis shafts, slew a hundred thousand car-warriors, lie 
beheld Ghatotkacba then fearlessly coming to-wards him nidi bent bow 
and accompanied by a Urge number of RahAasai that resembled lions oc 
elephants of infuriate prowess, some ridiug on elephants, some on cars, 
and some on steeds. The sun ot Hidimva was accompanied by those fierce 
followers of his, with frightful faces and head? and necks. Those Rahihauii 
consisted of both Paulaithyai and Yatudhanas. t Their prowess was equal to 
that of Indra himself. They were armed with diverse kinds of weapans and 
cased in diverse kinds of armour. Of terrible visage, they swelled with rage. 
Ghatotkadia came to battle, accumpamicd by those RaksAasas, who were, 
indeed, incapable of being easily defeated in battle. Beholding them, thy 
son Duryodban* became exceedingly cheerless. Unto him the son of Drona 
said, — Wait, O Duryodbana I Thou necdst have no fear ! Stand aside with 
these thy heroic brothers and these lords of Earth endued with the prowess 
of Indra 1 I will slay tby toes l Defeat thou shall not have I I tell thee 
truly Meanwhile, assure thy troops ! — 

"Duryodhana said, — I do not regard what thuu sayest tu be at all won- 
derful, since tby heart is Wye 1 O son of Gautama's daughter, thy regard for 
us is great ! N — 

‘Sanyaya continued, — 'Having said those words unto Aswatthaman, he 
then addressed the son of Suvala. saying, — Dbananjaya is engaged in battle. 

4 /. the weapon eudued with the force ot ibe thunder.— T. 

t Different species of Rakihaw. — T. 
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surrounded by a hundred thousand Car-warriors of great valour ! Go thou 
against him, with sixty thousand cars ! Kama also, and Vrislaaena, and 
Kripa, and Nila, and the Northerner*, and Kriuvarman, and the sons of 
Purumitra, and Dussasana, and Nikumbha, and Kundavedio, and Punnjaja, 
and Dridaratha, and Hemapunjalca, and Saiya, and Aruni, and Indrarena, 
and San jaya, and Vraya, and Jaya, and Parakrathm, and Jayadharman, and 
Su daraana, — these will follow thee, with sixty ihuusand foot-soldier* O uncle, 
slay Bhima and the twins and king Yudhahthira the just, like '.he chief of 
the celestials slaying the Au*ras ! My hope of victory is on liiee ! Already 
pierced by Prana's son with shafts, all their limbs luve been exceedingly 
mangled. Slay the sons of Kunti, O uncle, like Agni's son ( Kartikeya ) 
slaying the Aturm ! — Thus addressed by thy ran, Sakuni proceeded quickly 
for destroying the Pundava*. filling thy tons, O Liny, with delight 1 

“Meanwhile, O k-.ng, the battle that took place between the RakfM^Sai and 
the ran of Drona on that night was exceedingly terrible like tliat between 
Sakra and Pralhada ( in days ut old \ Gbaiutkacha, filled with rage, struck 
Drona' s ran in the chest with ten powerful shafts fierce as poison or fire. Deeply 
pierced with those shafts by the son of Bhima*ea*, Atwaithman trembled on 
the terrace of his car like a tall tree shaken by the tempest. Once more 
Gbatotkacha, with a broad-headed shaft, quickly cut off (be bright bow that was 
in the hands of Promt's son. The latter then, taking up another bow capa- 
ble of bearing a great strain, showered keen arrows ( upon his foe ) like a 
cloud pouring torrents of rain. Then the son o! Sarad wat's daughter, O 
Bharau, sped many sky-ranging and foe-slaying arrows winged with gold 
towards the sky-ranging RaksAasa. Afflicted with those shafts of Aswat- 
t ha nun, that vast force of broad-chested Rahihaiat looked like a herd 
of infuriate elephants afflicted by lions. Consuming with his arrows 
those Rdksfuuat with their steeds, drivers, and elephants, be bhued 

forth tike the adorable Agni while consuming creatures at the end of the 

V*gn. Having burnt with his shafts a full Akskaukini of Rakskaia troops, 
Aswatthaman shone resplendent like the divine Mali es warm in heaven 
after the burning of the tripple city. * Tim foremost of victors, eft.. 

Prom's ran, hiving burnt tby foes, shone brilliantly like the blaring 

Yuga fire after having burnt all creatures at the end of the Yuga. Then 
Ghatotkacha, filled with rage, urged that vast Rakskay a force on, saying,— Slay 
the son of Drona !— That command of Ghatotkacb* was obeyed by those 
terrible JUksJuM of bright treth. Urge faces, frightful a3i>eets, gaping mouths, 
long tongues and ey es blazing with wrath. Causing the Earth to be filled with 
their loud leonine roars, aru armed with diverse kinds of weapons, they rushed 
against the son of Drona for slaying him. Endued with fierce prowess, those 
Rahshasa, with eyes red in wiath, fearlessly hurled at Aswatthaman's head 
hundreds and thousands of darts, and SatafMs, and spiked maces, and Amis 



9 Itifvr*, btk^ngiDg to an A turn of the uuuc name. — T 
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and loog lance*, *nd axes, and scimitars, and maces, and short arrows, and 
heavy clubs, and battle-axes, and spears, and swuids, and lances, and polished 
Kanquna and Kunafas , and Stkulai, and rocket*, and stones, and vessels 
o l (hoc) treacle, and tthunai made of black iron, and mallets, all of 
terrible forms and capable of destroying foes. Beholding that thick 
shower of weapons falling upon the head of Drona's son thy warriors 
were much pained. The son of Drona, however, fearlessly destroyed with his 
whetted shafts endued with the force nf the thunder that frightful shower of 
weapons looking like a risen cloud. Then the higb-soaled von of Ihona. with 
otheT weapons equipt with golden wings and inspired wuMrai with the force 
of celestial arms, speedily dew many RaikhaSai. Afflicted with those shafts, 
that vast force of broad chested Rakikaias looked tike a herd of infuriate 
elephants afflicted by lions. Then those mighty RakshaUUt thus afflicted by 
Drona's son, became filled with fury and nishcd against the former. The 
prowess that the son of Drona then showed was exceedingly wonderful, for the 
feat he achieved is incapable of being achieved by any other being among 
living creatures, since, aluiie and unsupported, tbit warrior acquainted with high 
and mighty weapons burnt that Rakihas* force with his blazing shafts in the 
very sight of that prince of RaMihatos Whilst consuming dial Rakihasa force, 
Drona's ton in that battle shone responded like the Samvartaka fire while 
burning all creatures at the end of ihe Yuga. Indeed amongst those thousands 
of kings and those Pftodavas, O Bharata, there was none, except that mighty 
prince of the Rafuhasa. rig., the heroic Ghatotkacha, capable of even looking 
at the son of Drona in that battle, who was thus employed in consuming their 
ranks with his shafts resembling snakes of virulent poison. The RaJkshata , O 
chief of the Bharatas, with eyes rulling in wrath, striking his palms, and biting 
his (nether) lip, addressed his own driver, saying,— BeaT me towards the son 
of Druna !— Riding on that formidable car equip! with triumphal banners, 
that slayer of foes once more proceeded against Drona's son desirious of a single 
combat with the latter. Endued with terrible prowess, the Rakihasa, uttering 
a hud leonine roar, hurled in that encounter at Drona s son, having whirled it 
(previously), a terrible Asani of celestial workmanship and equipt with eight 
bell*.* Drona's son, however, jumping down from his car, having left his bow 
thereon, seized it and hurled it hack at Ghatolkadia himself. Ghatotkacha, 
meanwhile, had quickly alighted from his car. That formidable Asani % of 
dazzling effulgence, having reduced to ashes the Rakskasai vehicle with ftecds 
and drivers and standard, entered the Earth, having pierced her through. 
Beholding that feat of Drona's son, ns., his having jumped down and seized that 
terrible Ainni of celestial workmanship, all creatures applauded it- Proceed- 
ing then O king, to Dhristadyumna's car, Bhiuusena's we, taking up a terrible 
bow dial resembled the large bow of Indra himself, once more sped many keen 

♦ Aiani literally means the thunder. Probably, some kind of iron 
nice.— T. 
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shafts at the illustrious son of Drona. Dbrishtadyumna also fearlessly shot at 
Aswathaman’s chest uuny foremost of shifts equipt with wings nf gold and 
resembling snakes of virulent poison. Then Drona's son shot arrows and long 
shafts by thousands. Those two heroes, however, vit^ Ghatotkadu and 
DhrUhtadyurana, struck and baffled Aswaihaman's shaft* by means of their 
own shafts whose touch resembled that of fire. The battle liven that took 
place between those two lions among men (on the one side) and the son of 
Drona (on the nther ) became fierce in the extreme and gladdened all 
the combatants, 0 bull of Bharata'a uce ! Then, accompanied by a thou- 
sand cars, three hundred elephants, and six thousand hor»es, Khimavna 
arrived at that spot The virtuous son of Drona, however, endued as he 
was with prowess that knew no fatigue, continued to fight with the heroic 
son ol Bhima and with Dhriahiadyumna supported by his followers. ♦ The 
prowess then that Drona’* son displayed on that occasion was exceedingly 
wonderful, in asmuch as, OjBharata, none else amongst all creatures it 
capable of accomplishing such feat* Within the twinkling of an eye, he dest- 
royed, by means of hn sharp shafts, a full ki'ni of tro.*|» with 

steeds, drivers, cart, and elephants, in the very sight of Bhimasena and 

Hidimva'a son and Prisbata's son and the twins and Dharma's son and 

Vijaya and Achyuta. f Deeply struck with the itiaight-goirig shafts ( of Aaw- 
auhaiiian \ elephants fell down on the Earth like creatles* mountain a Str- 
ewn all around with live lopped off trunks of elephants, that moved still 

in convulsions, the Earth looked beautiful as if overspread with moving 

snakes. And the Earth looked resplendent with golden staves and royal 
umbrellas, like the firmament at the end of the Yuga bespangled with planets 
and stars and many moons and suns. And Drona's mo caused a bloody river of 
impetuous current to flow there. The blood of elephants and steeds and 
combatants formed its water. Ta I standards its frogs. Drums formed its large 
tortoises j umbrellas, its rows of swans, yak-tails in profusion, Kankai and 
vultures, its creccdile* . weapons in profusion, its fishes . lar^e elephants, 
the stones and rocks on its banks ; elephants and steeds, its shark? ; 
cars, its unstable and broad hanks ; and banners, its beautiful rows of 
trees. Having shafts for its ( smaller ) fishes, that frightful river had lancer 
and darts and awoTds for its snakes ; marrow and flesh for its mire, and 
tnmklcts bodies floating on it for its rafti. And it was choked with the hair 
( of men and animals ) for its moss. And it inspired the timid with cheeil- 
essness and fear. And bloody waves were seen on us surface. Rendered 
frightful by means of the foot-soldiers with which it teemed, Yania’s abode 
was the ocean towards which it flowed Having slain the Rakskutos, Drona's 

* The Bengal texts and read Utkrishavikrvmas. The correct reading 
seems to be AkHUa-tHramus, Then again, Sahanujam seems to be in- 
accurate. I follow the Bombay Teading Sakammgam. — T. 

t Atkyvia, when used as a proper noun, refere to Krishna. It means 
— uf unfading glory and not hive immortal/—' T 
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*m then began to afflict the son of Hidimva with arrows. Filled once more with 
rage, the puissant son of Drona having pieioed with maoy shaft* those mighty 
car- warriors, vis , the Parthas including Vrikodara and the sons of PrishaU, 
slew Suratha, une of the sons of Drupada. Then he *lcw in that battle 
Soratha’s younger brother named Satrunjaya. And liken he slew Valanika 
and Jayanika, and Jsya. And once more, with a keen shaft. Drcma's 
son, uttering a leonine roar, slew Prishadhru, and then tl»e proud Chandtasena. 
And then he view with ten arrows the ten sons of Kurr.ibboja. Then. 
O king, Drona’s son despatched Srutayush to the abode of Yama. With 
three other keen shafts equipt with beautiful wings and red eyes, he 
despatched the mighty .Sstrunjaya to the region of Sukra.* Then Aiwattlui- 
mon, filled with rage, fixed on his bowstring a fierce and straight arrow. 
Drawing the string to Isis ear, he quickly shot that fierce and excellent 
arrow resembling the rod of Death himself, aiming at Ghatotkacha. That 
mighty shnft, equipt with beautiful wings, passing through the chest of that 
Rakihaia, O lord of Earth, entered the Earth, piercing through it. 
Ghatotkacha thereupon fell down on the car Beholding him fallen duwn 
and beheving hhn to be dead, the mighty car warnor Dhrishudyucnna took 
him av ray from the ]>rcsence of Drona s son and caused him to be placod 
upon another car. Thus, O king, that car-force of Yudbishthira turned away 
from the fight. The heroic son of Drona then, having vanquished his 
fne«, uttered a loud roar. And be was wortiupped by all men and all thy 
sons, O sire It The Earth, strewn all around with the fallen bodies of dead 
Rakthases pierced nnd mangled with hundreds of arrows, became fierce - 
looking and impassable as if strewn with mountain summits. Then SiddAas 
and Gandharavi and FUtukas, and Wafat, and birds. and PUrii and ravens 
and Urge numbers al cannibals and ghosts, and Apia™ and celestials, all 
combined :n highly applauding the son of Drona.' 



SECTION CLVU 

"San jsyu said,— ‘Beholding the sons of Drupada, as also those of 
Kuntibhoja, and Rakshasas too in thousands, slain by the son of Drona, 
Yudhishthira. and Bhimasena, and Dhrishtadyumna the son Prishau, and 
Yuyudhana, uniting together, set their hearts firmly on hattie. Then 
S^niadatta. once more filled with rage upon beholding Satyaki in that 
battle, oovered tbc latter, O Bbarata, with a dense shower of arrows. 
Then took place a battle, fierce and exceedingly wonderful to behold, 
between thy warriors and those of the foe, both parlies being solicitous 
of victory. Fighting one behalf of Satyaki, Bhima pierced the Kaurava hero 
with ten shafts. Somadatu, however, in return, pierced that hero with a 

* Slight differences are observable between the Bengal and the Bombay 
texts as regards the last three verses.— 1 T. 

t Tbia is a triplet— T. 
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hundred arrows. Then Satwata, filled with rage, pierced with ten keen shafts 
endued with the force of the thund* r, that old warrior affli;ted with grief 
on account of die death of his son, and who was, betides, endued with 
every estimable virtue like Yayati the son of Naboth*. Having forced 
him with gTeat force, he struck him once more with seven arrows. Then, 
fighting for the sake of Satyaki, Bhiousena hurled at the head of Soma* 
datu a new, hard, and terrible Parish*. Satyalu also, filled with rage, 
sped at Somadatta’s chest, in that battle, an excellent shaft, keen and 
cqnipt with goodly wings and resembling fire itself in splendour. The 
Parigha and the shaft, both terrible, fell simultaneously upon the body of 
the heroic Sonudatu. That mighty car-warrior thereupon fell down. Be* 
holding his son (Somadatta) thus fallen into a swoon, Valbika rushed at 
Satayaki scattering showers of arrows like a cloud in season. Then Bhima, 
for Satyaki’a sake, afflicted the illustrious Valbika with nine shafts and 
pierced him therewith at the van of battle. The mighty armed son of 
Pr&tipa then (pis., Valbika), filled with great wrath, hurled a dact at the 
cheat of Bhima, like Purandara himself hurling the thunder. Struck 
therewith, Bhima trembled (on his car) and swooned away. The mighty 
warrior then, recovering his senses, hurled a mace at his opponent. Hurled by 
the son of Pandu, that mace snatched away the head of Valbika, who thereupon 
fell down lifeless on the Earth lik a tree struck down by lightning. Upon tho 
slaughter of that bull among men, eft., the hroic Valbika, ten of tby sona, 
each of whom was equal unto Rama the son of Dasaratha in proves a, began to 
afflict Bhima. They were Sagadatta, and Dridnratha, and Viravahta, and Ayo* 
bhuja, and Dridho, and Sohasta, and Virogas and Prarnatha, and Ugrayayin, 
Beholding them Bhimastna became filled with rage- He then took up a number 
of arrows, ca^h capable of bearing a great strain. Aiming at each of them 
one after another, he sped those arrows at them, striking each in his 
vital part. Pierced therewith, they fell down from their cars, deprived 
of energy and life, like tall itcos from mountain cliffs, broken by a tempest. 
Having with thow ten shafts slain tlwse ten sons of thine, Bhima 
shrouded the favourite son of Kama with showers of arrows. Then the 
celebrated Vrikaratbi, brother of Kama, pierced Bhima with many arrows. 
The mighty P&ndava, however, toon disposed of him effectually. Slaying 
neat, O BharaU, seven car*warrinrs among thy brothers-in-law, with his 
shafts, the heroic Bhima pressed Sauchandra down into the Earth. Unable 
to bear the slaughter of the mighty car-warrior Satachandra, Sakuni’s brothers, 
n’s., the heroic Garakflht and Sarabha and Bibhu, and Subhaga and Bhanu- 
datta, those fire mighty car-warriors, rushing towards Bhimasena, attacked him 
with their keen shafts Thus attacked with those shafts like a mountain with 
torrents of rain/ Bhima slew those fire mighty kings with five shafts of his. 
Beholding those heroes slain, many foremost of kings began to waver. 



♦ This is a triplet.— T. 
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■•Then Yudhisthira, filled with wrath, began to destroy thy ranks, in the 
sight, 0 sinlc«3 one, of the Pol-born (Drona) and of thy sons. Indeed, with 
his shafts. Yudhishthira beg an to despatch to the regions of Yanu the Amvash- 
las, the Malavas, the brave Trigaitas and the Ciris. And catling off tl* 
Abhisib&B, the Suraserus, tlsc Vulhikas, and the Vasati* he caused the Earth lo 
be miry with flesh »nd bUttcL And he also despatched within a trice, by means 
of many shafts, to Yanis's domains, the Yaudheyis, the Malar: s, and large 
numbers, O king, of the Madtakas Then a loud uproaT arose in the vicinity 
of Yudbiahthiia’s car, amid which was heard,— Slay, Seize, Capture, Pierce, 
Cut into pieces I— Beholding him thus slaying and routing thy troops, 
Drona, urged on by thy son, shrouded Yudhishthira with showers of shafts. 
Drona, filled with great wrath, struck Yudhishthira with the Vayatya weapon. 
The son of I’iiudu, however, baffled that celestial weapon with a similar 
weapon of bis own. Seeing his weapon baffled, the aon of Bharadwaja, filled 
with great wrath and desirous of slaying the son of Pandu, sped at Yudhishthira 
diverse celestial weapons such as the Vanina, the lamya, die Agtuya, the 
Tathira and tlie Satitra. The mighty-armed Paodava, however, conversant 
with morality, fearlessly baffled all those wessons of the Pot born that were 
hurled or in course of being hurled at him. Then die Pot-born, striving to 
accomplish his vow and desirous also, for thy son’s good, to slay the sun 
of Dbarma, invoked into existence, O Bharata, the Aind/a and the Prajufatya 
weapons. Then that foremast one of Kuru's race (»/«-, Yudhishthira), of the 
gait of the elephant or the lion, of broad chest and large and red eyes, and 
endued with energy scarcely inferior, (to that of Drona), invoked into 
existence the Af abend/ a weapon. With that be baffled the weapon of Dfuna. 
Seeing all his weapons baffled, Drona, filled with wrath, and desirous of 
accomplishing the destruction of Yudhishthira, invoked into existence the 
Brahma weapon, Enveloped as we then were by a thick gloom, we could 
not observe what passed. All creatures also, O monarch, were filled with 
great fright Beholding the Brahma weapon uplifted, Kunti’a son 
Yudhishthira, 0 king, baffled it with a Brahma weapon of bis own. Then 
all the foremost warriors applauded those two bulls among men, Wi. t Drona 
and Yudhishthira, those great bowmen acquainted with every mode of warfare. 
Abandoning Yudhishthira, Drona then, with eyes red as copper in rage, 
began to consume the division of Drupuda with the Vayavja weapon. 
Slaughtered by Drona, the Panchalas fled awuy from fear, in the very sight 
of Bhimasena'and of the illustrious Part ha. Then the diadem -decked (Arjuna) 
and Bhiroaicoa, checking that flight of their troops, suddenly encountered 
that hostile force with two large throngs of cars- Vibhatsu attacking the 
right and Vrikodara the left, Bharadwaja's wn was encountered with two 
mighty showers of shafta Then the Kaikayas, the Scinjayas, and the 
Panchalas of great energy followed tbe two brothers, O king, accompanied 
by the Malay as and the Satwatas. Then tlie Bharata host, slaughtered by 
the diadem-decked (Arjuna) and overcome with sleep and the darkness, 
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began to break. Drona, and thy son bimielf, endeavoured to rally them. 
The combatants, however, O king, were incapable of being then checked 
in tbeir flight" 



SECTION CL VII L 

'Saniya aid,— 'Beholding that vast host of the Pandavas swelling with 
rage and regarding it to be incapable of being resisted, thy son Duryodhana, 
addressing Kama, said these word* ■ O thou that art devoted to friends, 
that hour hath now come in respect of thy friends {when thy help is most 
needed) ! 0 Kama, we in battle all my warriors ! Our combatants arc 
now encompassed oa all sides by the Panchalas, the Kaikeyas, the Matsyas, 
and the mighty car-warriors of the Pandavas, all filled with rage and f enabling 
hissing snakes I Yonder, the Pandavas, solicitous of victory, are roaring 
in )oy ! The vast car force of the Panchalas is possessed of the prowess of 
Sakra himself I— 

“Kama replied, — If Purandara himself were to come hither for saving 
Partha, quickly vanquishing even him, 1 would slay that son of Audit I I 
tell thee truly ! Be cheered, O Bhatau ! / will slay the sons of Pandu 
and all the assembled Panchalas. I will give thee victory like Pavaka’i son 
giving victory unto Vasava 1 1 shall do w! at is agreeable to thee, in ibis battle 
that has come ! Amongst all llte Parthas, Tlvalguna is the strongest. At 
him I will hurl the fatal dart of Sakra's workmanship. Upon the death of 
that gTca: bowman, his brothers, O giver of honors, will either surrender 
themselves unto thee or once more retire into the forest I When / am alive, 
O Kauravya. never indulge in any grief ! I will vanquish in battle all the 
Panda?** united together, and all the Panchalas, the Kaikeyas, and the 
Vtisknis assembled together l Making porcupines of them by means of 
my arrowy showers, I will give tbee the Earth — 

“Sanjjya continued,— 'While Kama was uttering those words Kripu, 
the mighty-armed son of Saradwat, smiling the while, addressed the Suin ' f 
son in these words Thy speech is fair, O Kama I If words alone 
could lead to success, then with tbee, O son of Kadba, as his protector, 
this bull among tbe Kurus would be considered to have the amplest measure 
of protection 1 Thou bossiest much, 0 Kama, in tbe presence of the 
Kuru chief, but thy prowess is seldom witnessed, nor, indeed, any result 
(of thy boastful speeches) I Many a time have we seen thee encounter the 
sons of Fandu in battle. On every one of those occasions, O Safa's 
son, thou hast been vanquished by tbe Pandavas. Whit* DhntaraslHra'* 
son was being taken away (as a captive) by the Gandksrvar, all the troops 
fought on that occasion except thy single self who was the the first to 
fly away! In Virata's city also, all the Kaucasas, untied together, including 
thyself and thy younger, brother were vanquished by Partba m battle • Thou 
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art not a match tor even one of the sons of Pandu, ft's., Phalguru, on 
the field or battle ! How then canst thou venture to vanquish all the 
tons o« jPandu with Krishna as their head ? Thou indulged in too 
much brag, O Safa's 6on ! Engage thyself in battle without saying any- 
thing I To put forth prowasa without indulging in brag is the duty of 
good men. Ever roaring aloud, O Suta's son like the dry clouds of autumn, 
thou aboweat thyself, O Kama, to be without substance ! The king, 
however, doc* not understand it. Thou roarcst, O son of Radha, as long 
as thou leest not the son of Pritha. Those thy roars disappear when thou 
see si Partha near t Indeed, thou ro.tr est as long as thou art out of the range 
of Phalguna’s shaft*. Those roars of thine disappear when thou art pierced 
with Partita's shafts. Kshatriyas evince their eminence by means of their 
arms : Brahmanas, by means of speech ; Arjuna evinces his by means of 

the how ; but Karna, by the castles he builds in the air. Who is there 
that will resist that Partha who gratified Rudra himself (in battle) ? — 
Thus railed by Caradwat’s son, Kama, that foremost of smiters, answered 
Kripu in the following strain Heroes always roar like clouds in the season 
of rains, and like feeds put in the soil, quickly yield fruits. I do not 
we any fault in hcrncs that take great burdens on their shoulders indulg- 
ing in boastful speeches on the field of battle 1 When a person mentally 
resolves to bear a burden, destiny itself aids him in the execution. Wish- 
ing in my heart to bear a great burden, 1 always Summon sufficient 
resolution. If, slaying the sons of Pandu with Krishna and the Satw&tas 
in battle, I indulge in such roars, what is it to thee, O Brnhmana ? They 
that aTe heroes never roar fruitlessly like autumnal clouds. Conscious of 
their own might, the wise indulge in roars ! In my heart I am deter- 
mined to vanquish in battle today Krishna and Partha united together 
and fighting with resolution I It is for this that I roar, O son of Goiama I 
Behold the fruit of these my roars, 0 Brahmana l Slaying the son of 
Pandu in battle, with all their followers and Krishna and Salwatas, I 
will bestow on Duryodhana the whole Earth without a tbom in it I — 

41 ‘Kripu said,— Little do I reck, O Safa's son, these delirious sayings 
of thine discovering thy thoughts, not deeds ! Thou always apeaketf in 
depreciation of the two Krishna? and king Yudhishthira the just l He, O 
Karna, is certain, to have the victory who hath on his side those two 
heroes skilled in battle I Indeed, Krishna and Arjuna ate incapable of 
being defeated by the celestials, the Ganadharvas the Yakshas, human 
being* the Magas, and the birds, all clad in mail. Yudbisbthini the 
son of Dbarna « devoted to the Brahmana*. lie is truthful in speech 
and self-restrained. He reverences the Ptfris and the deities. He is devoted 
to the practice of truth and righteousness. He is, again, skilled in weajx>ns. 
Posaessed of great intelligence, he is also grateful. His brothers are all endued 
with great might aud well-practised in all weapons. They are devoted to the 
Service of tbeir seniors. Possessed of wisdom and fame, they are also righteous 
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in their practices. Their kinsmen and relatives are .ill endued with the pro- 
wess of Mrs Effectual scniters, they are all exceedingly devoted to the 
Pandavas. DhtHtadyumna, and Cikhandin and J*namej»ya the son of Durmti- 
kaha. and Chandraserw. and Midrasena, and Kirtivarman, and Dhruva. and 
Dhara, and Vasucliandra, and Sutejuna, the sons of Drupoda, and Dm pud a 
himself converse; with high and ruight> weapons, and tlic king of the Mats>as 
also with his younger brothers all resolutely struggling for their sake, and 
Gajanika, and Cruunika, and Vinbhadra, and Sadarsana, and Crutadhwaja, 
aud VaUnika, and Jayanika, and Jaya^iya, and Vijaya and Labdha- 
Uk;ha, and Jayasws, and Kamariiha, and live iundsome brothers of Virata, 
and the twins (NakuU and Sahadeva). and the (five) sons of Draupadi, and the 
Rakskasa Gbatotkacha, are all fighting for the Pandavas The sons of Pandu, 
therefore, will not meet with destruction. These and many other hosts (of 
heroes) arc for the son of Pandu. Without doub*, the entire universe with ths 
celestials, the Aiur<u % and human beings, with all the tribes of Yakskai and 
flats Aasas, and with all the elephants and snakes and other creatures, can be 
annihilated by Bhima and Pludguna by the peowets of their weapons. As 
regards, Yudhishthira alio, be can, with ait^ry eyes only, consume the whole 
world I How, O Kama, canst thou venture to vmquish chose foes in battle 
for whom Caurin of immeasurable might hath dad himself in mail ? This, O 
flutat ion, :s a great folly on thy part, since thou always ventured to contend 
with Caurin him self in battle l 

“Sanjaya continued,— Thus addressed (by KripaX Karoa the son of Radha, 
O bull of R batata's race, smiling the while, said these words unto the preceptor 
Kripu the son of Saradwat.— The words thou hast sjwken about the Pandavas 

0 Brahmana, are all true 1 These and many other virtues arc to be seen in 
the sons of Pandu It is true also that the Panhas arc incapable of being 
vanquished by the very gods with Vawva at their head, and the fkifyas, the 
Yatstai, and the Aatihasas. For all that l will vanquish the Paribas with 
the help of the dart given me by Vasava I Thau knowest, O Brahnuna, that 
the dart given me by Cakra is incapable of being baffled. With that I will 
slay Savyasachin in battle 1 Upon Arjuna's fall, Krishna and the uterine bro- 
thers of Arjtma will never bo able to enjoy the (sovereignty of the) Earth 
without Arjuna (to iud them) 1 All of them, therefore, will perish This Earth 
then, with her seas, will remain subject to the chief of the Kurus, O Gautama 
without costing him any efforts 1 In this world everything, without doubt, 
becomes attainable by policy. Knowing this, 1 indulge in these roars, 0 
Gauunu I As regards thyself, tbou art oW, a Brahmsna by birth, and unskilled 
in battle l Thou bearest much for the Pandavas ! It is for this thou 
insultcst me thus l If, O Branmana, thou idlest me again such words as these. 

1 shall then, drawing out my scimitar, cut off thy tongue, O wretch t Tbou 
desirest, O Brahouna, to appUud the .Pandavas. for frightening all the 
troops and the Kauravas, O thou of wretched understanding ! As regards 
this also, O Gautama, listen to what I say 1 Duryodbana, and Drona, and 
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Ciloini, and Durraukha, and Jaya, and Doii&suu, and Vriabaeena, and the 
ruler of the Madras, and thyself too and Somadatta and Bhima, Drona's son, 
and Vivingsati, — all these heroes skilled in battle.^are here, clad in 
mail ! * What fee is there, endued with even the prowess of Cakrn, that 
would vanquish these in battle ? All those 1 have named are heroes, 
skilled in weapons, endued with great might, solicitous of admission into 
heaven/ conveisant with morality, and skilled in battle l They would 
slay the very gods in fight I There will take their place* on the fieW for 
slaying the Pandavas, dad in mail on behalf cil Duryodhana desirous of 
victory 1 l regard victory to be dependent on destiny, even in the case of the 
foremost of mighty men. When the mighty armed Bhishma himself lieth, 
pierced with a hundred arrows, as also Vikarna, and Jayadratha, and 
Bhurisravas and Jaya, and Jalastndha, and Sudakshina, and Sala, that 
foremost of car-warriors, and Bhagadatu of great energy, I say, when 
these and many others, incapable of being easily vanquished by the very 
god*, heroes all and mightier (than the Pandavas), lie on the field of 
battle, slain by the Pondarai, what dost tbou think, 0 wrectch among 
men, but that all this is the result of destiny ? As regards them also, 
ofo, the foes of Duryodbana. whom thou adorest, O Brahmana, brave 
warriors of theirs, in hundreds and thousands, havo been slam I The 
armie6 of both the Kurus and the Pandavas arc diminishing in numbers. 
I do not, in this, behold the prowess of the l*andavas ! With them, O 
(owes: of men, whom thou always regarded to be so mighty, I shall strive, 
to the utmost extent of my might, to contend in bottle, for Dnryodhana's 
good ! As regards victory, that depends on destiny 1— * ” 



SECTION CL1X. 

'•Snjaya said,— ‘Seeing his unck thus addressed in haTsh and insult- 
ing words by the son, Aswattbaman, uplifting lies scimitar, furiously 

rushed Inwards the latter. Filled with fury, Drotka’s son rushed towards 
Kama, in the very sight of the Kuni king, like a lion at an infuriate elephant 

44 ‘And Aswntthaman said,— O lowest of men, Kripi was speaking of 
the virtues truly possessed by Arjuna I Of wicked understanding as thou 
art, thou rebukest, however, my brave uncle from malice 1 PoMflttd 
with pride and insolence, thou braggest today of thy prowess, not regarding 
any of the world’s bowmen in battle It Where was thy prowess and rhere 
thy weapons when vanquishing thee in battle the wielder of Gandita slew 
Jayadratha in thy very sight ? Vainly, O wictch of a Suta, dost thou indulge 
in thy mind the bop* of vanquishing him who formerly contended in 

4 By falling on the field of battle. — T. 

t In the 'second line of 4. uistdka and not udtrita is the true rradirg- 
So also KanMt and not Hnckit The paraphame, according to NiUkantha, 
is kanikit dhanurdharam na £ana)an *U. t — T, 
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battle with Mahideva himself I The very gods with the Asuras united 
together and with Indra at their head had tailed to vanquish Arjuna, that 
foreusoet ot alt wicldcra of weapons, haring Krishna only for bis all} 1 
Flow then, O Suta, hopest thou, aided by these kings, to vanquish that 
foremost of heroes in the world, ris. the unvanquisbed Arjuna, in buttle ? 
Behold, O Kama of wicked soul, (what 1 do to thee) today ! O lowest 
of men, 0 thou of wretched understanding, I will presently sever thy 
head from thy trunk 1— 

• Sanjaya continued,—' Thus saying, Aswatthxman made a furious rush 
at Karna. The king himself, of great energy, and Kripa. that foremost 
of men, held him fast. Then Kama said, — Of wicked understanding this 
wretch of a Brahman* thinks himself brave and boasts of his process in 
battle ! Set him at liberty, O chief of the Kurus I Let him Come in 
contact with my might 1— 

41 'Aswaithanun said,— O son of a Suta O thou of wicked understand' 
ing, this (thy fault) is pirdoned by us ! Phalguiu, however, will quell 
thh risen prido of thine ! 

M ‘Duryodhsna said,— O Aswatthaman, quell thy wrath 1 It bebovetb 
thee* O giver of honors, to forgive 1 Thou shouldst not, 0 sinless one, 
be angry with the Sutas son ! UfXKi thee and Korn* and Kripa and 
Drona and the roler of the Madras and Suvtla’s ion resteth a great burthen ! 
Drive away thy wrath, O best of Brabasanas ! Vender all the Pandava 
troop* are approaching from desire of fight with Rodha's son I Indeed. 
0 Brabnuna, yonder they come, challenging us oil l— 

“Sanjiyi continued,— 'Thus pacified by the king, the bighsouled son 
of Drona, O monarch, whose ire had been excited, suppressed his wrath 
and forgave (Karna). Then the preceptor Kripa of noble heart, who is 
of a quiet disposition, O monarch, and whose mild temper, therefore, returned 
soon unto him, said these words. 

“ 'Kripa **id, — 0 Suta's son of wicked heart, this (thy fault) is pardoned 
by us ! Phalgum, however, will quell this thy’rben pride 1 — * 

Sanjaya continued,— Then the Panduvas, 0 king, and live Paochalas 
celebrated for the;r prowess, uniting together approached in thousands, altering 
loud shouts. Karna also, that foremost of car-warriors, endued with great energy, 
surrounded by many foremost ooei among the Kuru warriora and resembling 
Sakra in th* midst of die celestials, waited, drawing hrs bow and relying 
un die might of bis own arms. Then commenced battle between Kara* 
and the Poadavas, O king, that was exceedingly dreidful and characterised 
by loud leonine roars. Then Pandaras, O moarch, and the Panchalas 
celebrated for their prowess, beholding the mighty-armed Kama, loudly 
shouted, saying , — 7 hire is Kama ! — IVfun is Kama in this fierce battle ! — 
0 thou of wicked under si an Jin’, 0 h vest oj mn t fight with us I— Others, 
beholding the son of Radba, said, with eyes expanded in wrath,— Let this 
arrogant wretch of little understanding, this son of a Suta, be slain by the 
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Allied kings ! Kc hath no need to live ! This sinful man is always very 
hostile to the P.trthai ! Obedient to the counsels of Duryodcana, this one is 
the root of ail these evils ! Slay him !—Uuenng such words, great Kafaatriyu 
car- warriors, urged by Panda's son. rushed towards him covering him with .*1 
dense shower of arrows, for slaying him. Beholding all those mighty 
Pandavas thus (advancing), the Su(Js son trembled not nor experienced any 
fear. Indeed, seeing that wonderful sea of truops resembling Death himself, 
that benefactor of thy sons, era., the mighty and light-handed Kama, never 
vanquished in battle, O bull of Bharata's race, began, with clouds of shafts, to 
resist that force on all sides- The Par.davas also fought with the foe, 
shooting showers of shafts. Shaking their hundreds and thousands of 
bows, they fought with Ridha'§ son like the D*\it)ai ol old fighting with 
Sakra. The mighty Kama, however, with a dense arrowy shower of his 
uwn dispelled that downpour of atTows caused by time loids of Earth 
on all sides. The battle that took place between them, and in which 
each party counteracted the feats of the oilier, resembled the encounter 
between Sakra and the Donates in the great bailie fought of yore between 
live gods and the Asurnt. Tl»c lightness of arms that wc then behold 
of the Svfii's son was wonderful in the extreme, inasmuch as all his 
foes, fighting resolutely, could not strike him in that battle. Checking 
the clouds of arrows shot by the (hostile) kings, that miglily car-warrior, ris., 
Radha's son, sped terrrible arrows marked with his own name at the yokes, 
the shafts, the umbrellas, the car*, and the steeds (of his foes). Then those 
kings, afflicted by Kama and losing their coolness, hegan to wander cm the 
field like a herd of kine afflicted with cold. Struck by Kama large numbers of 
steeds and elephant* and cu warriors were seen there to drop down, deprived 
of life. The whole field, O king, became strewn with the fallen heads and 
arms of unreturnmg heroes. Willi the dead, the dying, and the wailing 
warriors, the fidd of battle, O monarch, assumed the aspect of Varna’s 
domains, Then Duryodhsns, O king, witnessing the prowess of Kama, 
repaired to Atwalthami and addressing him, said— Behold, Kama, clad 
in mail, is engaged with all the (hostile) kings. Behold, the hostile army, 
afflicted with the arrows of Kama, is being routed like the Asura army over- 
whelmed with the energy of Kartikeya 1 Seeing his army vanquished in 
battle by that intelligent Kama younder cometh Vibhatsu from desire of 
slaying the Suta's son I I«et such steps, therefore, be taken as may prevent 
the son of Pandu from alaing that mighty car -warrior, pis., the Suta's son, 
in the very sight of us all ! — (Thus addressed), Drona’s son, and Kripa, and 
Salya, and that great car-warrior, at., the son of Hridika, beholding the 
son of Kunii coming (towards them) like Sakra himself towards the Daifya host, 
all advanced against Panha for rescuing the Suta's son. Meanwhile, Vibhatsu, 
0 monarch, surrounded by die Panchalas advanced against Kama, like 
Putanclara proceeding against the Asura Vritra.'* 

4 47 is * tripled.— T- 
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Dhirtarashtra aid,— Beholding Pbalguna exerted with fury and looking 
like die Destroyer himself as he appears at the end of the Yuga what, O 
S*ta, did Vikartan&’s son Kama do next ? Indeed, the nighty car-warrior 
Kama the son of Vikartana had always challenged Parlha. Indeed, he had 
always aaid that he was competent to vanquish the terrible Vibhatsu.. What 
then, O Sutu, did that warrior da when he thus suddenly me* his ever deadly 
foe?* 

4< SaDjaya continued,— 'Beholding the son of Tandu rushing towards him 
like an elephant towards a rival elephant, Kama fearlessly proceeded ogain«t 
Dhau.injayj Partha, however, soon covered Kama, who was thus advancing 
with great impetuosity, with showers of straight shafts equip! with wings of gold 
Kama also covered Vijaya with his shifts. The son of Panda then once more 
shrouded Kama with clouds of arrows. Then Kama, filled with rage, pierced 
Arjuru with three shafts. The mighty car wairioc Arjuna, beholding Kama’s 
lightness of hand, could not brook it That scorcher of foes sped at the SvtJt 
son thirty straight shafts whetted on stone and equips with blazing points. 
Endued with great might and energy, he also pierced him, in rage, with 
another long arrow on the wrist of his lefl arm, smiling the while. Karra's 
bow then dropped from that arm of bU which bad thus been pierced 
with great force. The mighty Kama, taking up that bow within the twink- 
ling of an eye, onca more corcrcd Pbalguna with clouds of shafts, dis- 
playing great lightness of hands. Dhananjaya then, O Bbarata, smiling the 
while, baffled with his own shafts that arrowy shower shot by the Suta't 
son. Approarhiog each other, those two great bowmen, desirous of coun- 
teracting each other's feats, continued to cover each other with shower* 
of shafts. Tho battle that took place between them, n't., Kama and the 
son of Pandu, became exceedingly wonderful hkc Ui.it between the two 
wild elephants for the sake of a shc-elephant in her season. Then the 
m^hty bowman Partha, beholding Kama’s prowess, quickly cut ctf the 
latter's bow at the handle. And he also despatched the four steeds af 
the S*ta*s son to Y&ma's abode with a number of broad headed shafts. 
And that scorcher of foes also cut off from bis trunk the bead of Kama’s 
driver. Then the son of Pandu and Pritha pierced the bowless, the steed- 
lew, and the drivctless Kama with four shafts. That bull among men 
then, err., Kama, afflicted with those shaft!, speedily jumping cIjwh from 
that sleedless car, mounted upon that of Kripo. Beholding the eon of 
Radha vanquished, thy warrior?, O bull of Bharata' s race, fled away in 
all directions Seeing them fly away, king Duryodhana himself checked 
them and said these words Ye heroes do not fly away ! Ye bulla among 
Kshatriyas, stay in battle 1 I myself will now advance ft* slaying forth* 
in battle 1 1 myself will slay Partha with the assembled PancbaU* 1 While 



• The Bengal reading 5 siia.kj $/«.*/ at the end of 49 does not seem to be 
correct. I adopt the Bombay reading tud*ru*sm. — T. 
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I shall light with the fielder of G audita to-day, the Paribas shall behold 
my prowess to resemble that of the Destroyer himself at the end of the 
Yuga ! Today the Partha* shall behold my shafts shot in thousand* 
to resemble flights of locusts. The combatants shall behold me today shoot- 
ing, bow in hand, dense showers of shafts like torrents of rain poured 
by the clouds at the end of the summer season ! ! shall to day vanquish 
Partha with my straight shafts 1 Stay, ye beioea, in bittte, and abandon 
your (ear of Pbalguna l Encountering my prowess, Pbalguna shall never 
be able to bear it like the ocean, the abode of wakjrai % unable to over 
come its continents Thus saying, the king proceeded in rage, his eyes 
red in wrath, surrounded by a large host, towards Phalgutm. Bebukling 
the mighty-armed Duryodbana thus proceeding Saradwat's son, approaching 
Aswaitharaitn, said these words Yonder the mighty-armed Duryodhina, 
deprived of his tenses by wnth, desireth to fi^ht with Phalguna, like nn 
insect desiring to rush into the blaxing lire l Before this foremost of kings 
layctb down his life, in our very sight, in this battle will) Partha prevent 
him (from rushing into the encounter) ! The brave Kuru king can remain 
alive in battle as long only as he doth not place himself within the range 
of Partha's shafts ! Let the king be prerented before he is consumed 
into ashes by the terrible shafts of Pawba that resemble snakes just freed 
from their sloughs ! When we are here, O giver of honours, it seems to 
be highly improper that the king should himself go to battle for fight, as 
if he had none to fight for him \ The life of this descendant of Kuru 
will be in gTcat danger if he engages in battle with die diadem-decked 
(Arjuna) like that of an elephant contending with a tiger I—' Thus addressed 
by his maternal uncle, Drona's son, that foremost of all wielderi of wea- 
pons, quickly repaired uoto Duryodham and addressing him, said these 
words —When I am alive, O son of Gandluri, it beboretb tlscc not to 
engage in battle, disregarding me, O descendant of Kuru, me that am 
ever desitous of thy good ! Thou needst not be at all at xious about 
vanquishing Partha 1 I will check Partha I Stand here, O Suyodluuu 3— 

M 'Dinyodhana said,— The preceptor (Drona) always protected* the sons 
of Pandu as if they are his own sons l Ttaou also always never interfe- 
red with those my foc9 l Or, it may be due to my misfortune, that thy 
prowess never bccomctb fierce in battle ! This may be due also to thy 
affection for Yudhishthira or Draupadi ! I myself am ignorant of the true 
reason ! Fie on my covetous self for whose sake all friends, desirous of 
making me happy, atc themselves vanquished and plunged into grief 1 
Except thee, O son of Gotama's daughter, what foremost of all wielders 
of weapons is there, wbat warrior, indeed, equal to Mabadeva himself in 
battle, that would not, though competent, destroy the foe ? 0 Aswatthaman, 
be pleased with me and destroy my enemies I Niethet the gods nor the 
Danatas are capable of staying within the range of thy weapons I O son 
of Drona, slay the Puncbalis and the Somakas with all their followers ! 
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As regards the rest, wc will slay them, protected by thee ! Voodar, O 
Brahmana. the Somakas and the Panchalas possessed of great fame, are 
careering amid ray troops tike a forest-oonflagnition I O mighty-armed one, 
check them as also the Kaikayas. O best o I men, else, protected by the 
diadem-decked (Arjana), they will annihilate us all ! 0 Aswatthaman, O 
chastiser of foes, go thither with speed ! Whether thou accomplish eat it 
now or afterwards, that feat, O sire, should be accomplished by thee. 
Thou hast been bom, 0 mighty-armed one, for the destruction of the 
Panchalaa : Patting forth thy proweis, thou ih*lt make the world destitute 
of Panchaiai ! Even thus the reverend ones crowned with (ascetic) success, 
have aaid 1 It will be as they have said I Therefore, O tiger among men, slay 
the Panchalaa with all their followers I The very gods with Vauva at 
their head are incapable of staying within the range of thy weapons, 
what need be said then of the P&rtUas and the Pancbalas ? These words 
of mine are true 1 I tell thee truly, Q hero, that the Pandavas united 
with ihe Somakas are no match for thee in buttle ! Go, go, O mighty- 
armed one 1 Let there bo no delay 1 Behold, our army, afflicted with 
Partha’s shafts, is breaking and flying away ! Thou art competent, O 
mighty armed one, aided by thy own celestial energy, to afflict, O giver of 
honors, the Pandavas and the Panchaiai f— 



SECTION CLX. 

“Sanjaya said,— Thus addressed by Daryodlufta, Drum's ton, that 
warrior difficult of defeat in battle, set his heart upon destroying the foe 
like lndra bent upon destroying the Daityas I The mighty-armed Aswatthaman 
answered thy son, saying,— It is even so as tlwu sayest, O descendant of 
Kuru l The Pandavas are always dear to both mysell and my father ! 
So also are we both dear unto them 1 Not so, however, in battle. We 
will, according to the measure of our might fearlessly contend in battle, 
reckless of our lives 1 Myself, Kama, Salya, Kripa, and H rid! Ira's son, 
could, O best of kings, destroy the Panda** host within the twinkling 
of an eye I The Pandavas abo, O best of the Kurus, oould, within the 
twinkling of an eye, destroy the Kaurava host, if, O mighty aimed one, 
we were not present in battle ! We arc fighting with the Pandavjs to the 
best of our might, and they also are fighting with us to the best of theirs. 
Energy, encountering energy, is being neutralised, O Bharaia 1 The Pandava 
army is incapable of being vanquished as long as the tone of Pandu arr 
alive I This that I tell thee is true 1 The sons of Pandu are endued with 
gTeat might. They are, again, ngbting for theix own sake. Why should 
not they, O Bharata. be able to slay thy troops ! Thou, however, 0 king, 
art exceedingly covetous ! Thou, O Kaurava, art deceitful ! Thou an 
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vain-glorious and suspicous of everything ! For this, thou stispoctcK 
even us f I think, O king, tbou art wicked, of sinful soul, and an emljodiment 
of sin 3 Mean and of sinful thoughts, it is for this that than doubtest 
a* and others 1 As regards myself, fighting with resolution for thy sake, 
1 am prepared to lay down my life I 1 will presently go to battle for thy 
sake, O chief of the Kurus! I will fight with the foe and slay a large 
number of the enemy 1 1 wilt fight with the Panchalas, the Sonukas, the 
Kaikayas, and the Pandnvas also, in battle, for doing what is 
agreeable to thee, O chastiser of foes ! Scorched with my arrows to day, 
the Chedis, the Panchnlas, and the Souukaj, will fly sway on all sides 
like n herd of king afflicted by a lion ! Today, the royal ton of Dharma, 
with all the Somakas, beholding my prowess, will regard the whole world 
to be filled with Aswajthamans, Dhnrma's son Yudbisthira will bocoitic 
exceedingly cheerless, beholding the Panchalas and the Somakas slain (by 
me) in battle ! I will, O DharaU, slay all those that will approach me 
in battle. Afflicted with the might of my arms, none of them, O Item, 
will escape me today with life ! — Having said » unto thy son Duryodhana, 
the mighty-armed (AswUlhvii.tn) proceu-ded to battle, and afflicted all bow- 
men. That foremost of all living beings thus sought to achieve what was 
agreeable to thy sons. The son of Gatama's daughter then, addressing 
the Panchalas and the Kakayas, arid unto them,— Ye mighty car -warriors, 
strike ye all at my body : Displaying your lightness in the me of arms, 
fight ye with me ODolly.— Thus addressed hy him, all those combatants, 
O king, tx>ured showers nf weapons upon Drona’s ton like clouds pouring 
torrents of rain. Baffling that shower, I Horn's son, in that battle, slew 
ten brave warriors amongst them, in the very sight, 0 lord, of Dhrishudyumna 
and the 60 ns of Pandu ! The Panchalas and the Somakas then, thus 
slaughtered in battle, abandoned the son of Drona and flod away in all 
directions. Deholding those brave warriors, tit , the Panchalas and the 
Somakas flying away, Dhruhudyumana, O king, rushed against Droru’s 
son in that battle. Surrounded then by a hundred brave and unreturn- 
ing car-warriors mounted upon cars decked with gold and the rattle of 
whose wheels resembled the roar of rain-charged clouds, the mighty, 
car-warrior Dhrishudyumna, the son of the PanchaU king, beholding his 
warriors sutin, addressed Drona’s son and said these words,— O foolish son 
of the preceptor, wliat is the use of slaying vulgar combatants I If thou 
bceu a hero, fight then with me in battle I I will slay tlvee ! Wait fur 
a moment without flying away ! — Saying this, Dhrishudyumna of great 
prowess struck the preceptor’s son with maoy keen and terrible arrows 
capable of piercing the very vital*. Those swiftly-coursing shafts, cquipl 
with golden wings and keen points, and capable of piercing the body oJ 
every foe proceeding in a continuous line, penetrated into Aswauhaman's 
body, like freely-roaming bees in switch of huney entering a flowering tree 
Dc cj»ly pierced and swelling with rage, like a trodden snake, the prouc 
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and fearless son of Diona, arrow in hand,* add rcssfed his fo«^ saying, — O 
DhrishUdyumna, wail foe a moment, without leaving my presence 1 Soon 
shall I despatch ihcc to Yama’s abode with my keen shafts 1— Having said 
these words, that slayer of hostile herpes, f is., the son of Drona, displaying great 
lightness of hands, covered the son of Prishau from every side with 
clouds of anowa Thus covered in that encounter (with arcows) by 
Drona's sun, the Panchala prince, difficult of defeat in battle, roared at 
Drooa’s son, saying,—' Thou knoweat not of roy origin, O Brahmana, or of 
my vow ! O thou of wicked understanding, having first slain Drona himself, 
I shall slay thee ! I will not, therefore, slay thee today when Drona 
himielf is still al ve! O thou of wicked understanding, after this mjjht 
passtth away ar.d bringeth in the fair dawn, I shall first sky ihj sire in 
battle and then despatch thee alto to site region of spirits. Even this 
is the wish entertained by me ! Standing before me, dismay, therefore, 
till then, the hatred thou bearcat towards the Paribas, and the devotion 
thou cheriskest far the Kurus ! Thou shall not escape rue with life ! 
That Brahmana who, abandoning the practices of a Brahmana, devoteth 
himself to the practices of a Ksbatriya, becomes itayable by all Kshatriyas 
even as thou, O lowest of ms n !— -Thus addressed by Prishara's son in language 
so harsh and insulting that best of Brahmana® (vit , Atwattiuman) mustered all 
his rage and answered saying,— Wait, Wait I— And he gazed at Prishata’s wn 
apparently burning him with his eyes. Sighing (in rage) like a snake, tbcpcecep* 
tor’s son then covered DbrishUdyuoma in that battle (with a shower of arrows). 
The mighty armed son of Prishata, however, that best of car- warriors, 
surrounded by all the Panchala troopF, though thus struck with arrows in 
that encounter by Drona’s son, did not tremble, rel)ing as he did on his own 
energy. In return lie sped many arrows at Aswatthainar.. Both engaged 
in a gambling match in which the stake was life itself, :hose heroes, unable 
to brook each other, resisted each other and checked each other’s arrowy 
showers. And those great bowmen shot dense showers of shafts all around. 
Beholding that fierce haule, inspiring terror, between Drona's and Prishata's 
son, Siillhai and Charmai and other sky ranging beings applauded them 
highly. Filling the welkin and all the points of the compass with clouds 
of shafts, and creating a thick gloom therewith, those two warriors continued 
to figbt with each other, unseen (by any of us). As if dancing in that battle, 
with their bows drawn to circles, resolutely aspiring to slay each oilier, 
those mighty-armed warriors, inspiring fear in every heart, fought beautifully 
and with remarkable activity and skill. Applauded by thousands of foremost 
warriors in that battle, and thus resolutely engaged in fight like two wild 
elephants in the forest, both the armies, beholding them, became filled with 
delight. And leonine shouts were heard there, and all the combatants 
blew their conchs. Aod hundreds and tliousands of musical instruments 
began to be sounded- That fierce fight, enhancing the terrors of the timid, 
seemed for a thort time only to be waged equally. Then Drona's son, O 
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king' making a rush, cut off the bow, and standard, and umbrella, and the 
two Parihni drivers, and the principal driver, and the four steeds, of the 
high soLled son of Prishata. And that warrior of immeasurable soul then 
caused the PanchaUs in hundreds and thousands, by means of bis straight 
shaft*, to By away. Beholding tbo»e feats of Drona’s son, resembling those 
of Varna himself in battle, the Paodava host O bull of Bharata race, began 
to tremble in fear. Slaying a hundred Panchala* with a hundred arrows, 
and three foremost of men with three keen arrows, in the very tight of 
Dnipada’s son and of Phalguna, that mighty car-warrior, m, the son of 
Drona, slew a very large number of Panchalas that stayed before him. The 
Panchalas then, as also the Srinjayas, thus slaughtered in battle, fled away, 
leasing Drona’s ton, with their banners torn. Then that mighty car- warrior, 
r/*., the son of Drona, having vanquished his foes in battle, uttered a loud 
roar like that of a mass of clouds at the end of summer. Having slain a 
Urge number of foes, Aswatthaman looked resplendent like the blazing 
fire at the end of the Yuga % after having consumed all creatures. Applauded 
by all the Kauravas after having defeated thousands of foes in battle, the 
valiant son of Drona biased forth in beauty like the chief of the celestials 
himself after vanquishing bis foe a" 



SECTION CLXI. 

‘Sanjaya mid,— Then king Yudhishthira, and Bhimusena the son of Pandu, 
O monarch, encompassed Dvona’t ion on all sides. Seeing this, king 
Duryodhana, aided by Bbnradwaya’s son, rushed against the Pandavai irt 
that encounter. Then commenced a battle that was fierce and terrific, 
enhancing die fear* of the timid. Yudhishthira in wrath began to 
despatch vast numbers of the Amvashtas, the Malavas, the Vangas, the 
Sivis, and the Trigartas, to the domains of the dead. Bhima also, 
mangling the Abhhahas, the Surasenas, and other Kshatriyas difficult 
of defeat in battle, made the Earth miry with blood. The diadem-decked 
(Arjuna) of white steeds despatched, O king, the Yaudheya*, the 
mountaineers, the Madrakaa, and the Malavas also, to the regions of the 
dead. Forcibly struck with swiftly-coursing shaft*, elephants began to fall 
down on the Earth like double-crested hills. Strewn with the lopped-off 
trunks of elephants mat still moved in convulsions, the Eailh looked 
beautiful as if covered with moving snakes Covered with the fallen umbrellas 
of kings that were decked with gold the field of battle looked resplendent like 
the firmament at the end of the Yuga bespangled with suns, moons, and 
turs. About this time a fierce uproar arose near Drona’s car, in the midst 
of which could be heard the word* — Stay, SfriAe fearlessly , Pierce, Cut 
into pitas '—Drona, however, filled with rage, began to destroy by means 
of the Vayavya weapon the foe* about him, like a mighty tempest destroy- 
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ing gathering masses of clouds. Thus slaughtered by Drona, the Pan :balas 
fled away, from fear, in the very sight of Bhimasena and the hifb-eoded 
Partha. Then the diadem-decked (Arjuna) and Bnitnascna soon checked 
the flight of their troops and accompanied by a large car-fcccc attacked 
the vast force of Drona. Vibhatsu attacking the right and Vrikodara tiie 
left, they both poured on Bharadwaja’s son two dense showcrB ofanoirs. 
Tike mighty car wanton among the Srinjayas and the Panchalas, with tike 
Matsyas and the Somakai, O king, followed the two brothers thus engaged 
(in that encounter with Drona). Similarly, many loiemost of car-warriors, 
skilled in smiting, belonging to tby son, accompanied by a large force, 
proceeded towards Drona's car (foj supporting the latter). Then the 
Blarata host, slaughtered by the diaden -decked (Arjuna) aod overcome with 
sleep and afflicted by that daikncs*, began to break. Thy son himself, 
and Drona, both endeavoured to rally them. The troop*, however, O king 
could not be checked in their flight Indeed, that vast host, slaughtered 
with the shafts of Pandu's son, began to fly away in all directions in 
that hour when the world was enveloped with gloom Many kings, aban- 
doning the aninuJs and vehicles they rode, fled away on alt sides, O 
monarch, overt helmed with fear/ u 



SECTION CLXII. 

"Sanjaya said, — ‘Beholding Sciuad&lta sinking his large bjW, Satyaki, 
addressing bis driver, said, — Bear me towards Soundatta ! I tell thee 
truly, O SuU , that I shall not return from battle to-day without laving 
slain that foe, rtf., that worst of the Kurus, the son of Valhika ! — Thus 
addressed, I he charioteer then urged to battle Uwse fleet steeds of the 
Smdhu breed, white as concha, and capable of bearing every weapon. 
Those steeds endued with the speed of the wind or live mind, bore 
Yuyudbaiu to battle like the steeds of Indra, O king, bearing the Utter 
in days of yoce when be proceeded to slaughter the Danarai. Beholding 
the Satwa'.a hero thus advancing quickly to battle, Somadatu, O king, 
fearlessly turned towards him. Scattering showers of shafts like the clouds 
pouring torrents of min, he covered the grandson of Sint like the clouds 
covering the Sun. Satyaki also, O bull of Bharatas race, in that encounter 
fearlessly covered that bull amongst the Kurus with showers of shafts. 
Then Somadatta pierced that hero of Madhlft race with sixty shafts in 
the chest. Satyaki, in return, O king, pierced SomadatU with many whetted 
arrows. Mangled by each other with each other’s shafts, those two warriors 
looked resplendent like a couple of flowering K intmk a i in the t-eason of 
spring- Dyed all over with blood, those illustrious warriors of the Kuni 
and the Vrishni races looked at each other as if burning each other with 
tbeir glances. Riding on tbeir cars that coursed in circles, thus* grinders 
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of foes of terrible countenances, resembled two clouds pouring torrent* 
of rain. Their bodies mangled and pierced all over with arrows they 
looked, O king, like two porcupines, Pierced with countless shafts equip* 
with wings of gold, the taro warriors looked resplendent. O monarch, like 
a couple of tall trees covered with fire-flies. Their bodies looking bright 
with the biasing arrows sticking tn them, those two mighty car-warriors 
looked in that battle like two angry elephants decked with burning torches. 
Then, O monarch, the mighty car-warrior Sinudatta, in that battle, cut 
off with a cresccnt-shapcd arrow the large bow of Madbava. With great 
speed alto, rtf a time when speed was of the utmost consequence, the 
Kuru hero then pierced Satyaki with five and twenty shafts, and once 
again with ten. Then Satyaki, taking up a tougher bow, quickly pierced 
SomadAu with five shafts. With another broad headed arrow, Satyaki 
also, 0 king, smiling the while, cut off the golden standard of Valhikt’s 
son. Souiadaita, howcTcr, beholding bis standard cut down, fearlessly pierced 
the grandson of Sini with fire and twenty arrows. S^twata also, excited 
with rage, cut off with a laaorfaced arrow the bow of Somadalta, in that 
encounter. And he also picrcod Somadalta, who then resembled a snake 
without fangs, with a hundred straight arrows cquipt with wings of gold. 
The mighty car-warrior Somadalta then, who was endued with great strength 
taking up another bow, began to cover Satyaki (with showers of shafts), 
Satyaki too, inflamed with rage, pierced Somadatu with many shaft*. 
Somadatu, in return, afflicted Satyaki with his arrowy showers. Then Bhirna 
coming to the encounter, and fighting on behalf of Satyaki, struck Valhika's 
son with ten shafts. S>madatta, however, feailessly struck Bhimaseru with 
many wheued arrows. Then Satyaki, inflamed with rage, aiming at Soma- 
datta’s chest, sped a new and terrible rartg/ut cquipt with a golden staff 
and hard as the thunder. The Kuru warrior, however, smiling die while, 
cut off that terrible Parigta advancing with speed against him, into two 
parts. That formidable Piuigha of iron then, thus cut off into two frag- 
ments, fell down like the massy crest of a mountain riven by thunder. 
Then Satyaki, O king, with a broad headed arrow, cut off in that encoun- 
ter SDmadatu's bow, and then with five arrows the leathern fence 
that cased hii fingers. Then, 0 Bharata, with four other shafts 
lie speedily despatched the four excellent steeds of the Kuru wamior 
to Vania's presence. And then that tiger among cir-warrfors with 
another straight shaft, smiling the • while, cut off from his trunk the 
head of Sornadatu's driver. Then lie sped at Somadalta himself a terrible 
shaft, of fiery effulgence, whetted on stone, steeped in oil, and equipt 
with wings of gold. That excellent and fierce shaft, sped by the mighty 
grandson of Sini, quickly fell hke a hawk, O lord, upon the chest of 
Somadatu. Deeply jxerced by the mighty Satwata, the great car-warrior 
Somadatu, O monarch, fell down (from his car) and exptTcd. Beholding 
the great car-warrior Somadatu slain there, thy warriors with a large throng 
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of cais lusbed «g*in* Yuyudhana. Meanwhile, the PancUras a.’*), O kinw, 
with all the Prabhacitala* and aocompanied by a larya force, rushed ariosi 
Drona’j army. Then Yodhishthin, excited with wrath, began with his shafts 
to strike and root the troops of Bhandwaja’s son at the very sight of the Utter. 
Beholding Yudhishthira thus agitating his troop*, Drona, with eye* red in 
wrath, furiously rushed against him. The preceptor, then pierced the son 
of Pritba with seven keen arrows- Yudhiihuiira, in return, excited with 
wrath, ptercod the pf«ceptor with five arrows. Deeply pierced by the son of 
Psndu, the mighty bowman (Drona), licking the corners of his mauth for 
a moment, cut off both the sundard and the bow of YudhUhtbira With 
great speed at a time when spaed was of the utmost consequence, 
that bost of kings whose bow had been cat off, took up another bow 
that was 91 tlT.’ie nily tough and hard. The son of Pandu then pierced 
Drona with his steeds, driver, standard, and car, with a thousand arrows. 
All this seemed exceedingly wonderful. Afflicted with the strokes of those 
arrows and feeling gteat [Ain, Drona, that bull among Brahmanas, sat 
down for a whiig on the terrace of his car. Recovering liis senses, sigh- 
ing like a snake, and filled with great rage, the precepcor invoked into 
existence the Vqyatya weapon. The valiant son of Pritha, buw in band, 
fearlessly baffled that weapon with a similar weapon of bis in that 
encounter. And the son of Pandu al&u cut into two fragments the Urge 
bow of the Brahmans. Then Drona, that grinder of Kshatiiya9, took up 
another bow. That bull of Kuru’s race, (viz, Yudhishthira), cut off that 
bow also, with many keen shafts. Then Vasudera, addressing YudhLsbtliira 
the son of Kunti, said, — Listen, 0 mighty-armed Yudhishthira, to what I 
say ? Cease, O best of the Bbaraus, to fight with Droru 1 Drona always stmeth 
to seise thee in battle. I do not think it fit that thou shouldst fight with him. 
He whu hath been aeated for Drool's destruction will, without doubt, 
stay him. Leaving the preceptor, go ®berc king Suyodbana » ! Knags 
should tight with kingSr they should not desire to fight with such ar are 
not kings. Surrounded, therefore, by elephants and steeds and cars, re- 
pair thou thither, O son of Kunti, where Dhananjaya with tuysdf, aided by 
a small force, and Bhima also. Uut tiger among men, are fighting with the 
Kurus 1— Hearing these words of VaaudcTa, king Yudhishthira the Just, 
refleeting for a moment, proceeded to that part of the field where that slayer 
of foes, vis., Bhima, engaged in fierce battle, was slaughtering thy troops 
like the Destroyer himself with wide open mouth. Making the Earth 
resound with the loud rattle of his car, which resembled the roar of the 
clouds at the end of summer, king Yudhishthira the just, the (eldest) son 
of Pandu, took up the flank of Bhima engaged in the slaughter of the foe. 
Drona also, on that night, began to consume his toes tbc PuncbaUs. 
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SECTION CLXin. 

'•Sanja/a ;a*id.— 'During the progress of that fierce and tumble battle, 
when tbe world was enveloped with darkness and dust, 0 king, the combatants, 
as they stood on the field, could not see one another. Those foremost of 
Kshatriyas fought with each otter, guided by conjecture and the personal and 
other names (they uttered). And during the progress, O lord, of that terrible 
carnage of car-warriors and elephants and steeds and foot-eoldiers,* those 
heroes, n't., Drona and Kama and Kripa, and Bhiroa and Prishata's son and 
Satwata, afflicted one another and the tToops of either party, O bull of Bharata's 
race 1 The combatants of both armies, slaughtered all around by those 
foremost of car-warr.ors, during that hour of darkness, fled away on all sides. 
Indeed, the warriors, broke and fled away in all directions, with hearts perfectly 
cheerless. And as they fled away in all directions they underwent a great 
carnage. Thousands of foremost car-warriors also, O king, slaughtered one 
another in that battle. Unable too sec anything in the dark, the combatants 
became deprived of their senses. All this was result of the evil counsels of 
thy son. Indeed, at that hour when the world was enveloped in darkness, 
all creatures, O Blurata, including even the foremost of warriors, overcome 
with panic, were deprived of their senses in that battle. i 

"Dhriuraihtra said, — 'What became the state of jour minds then when, 
afflicted by that darkness, yc all were deprived of your energy and furiously 
agitated by the Pamlavai ! How also, O Sanjaya, when every thing was 
enveloped in darkness, did the Pindar* troop* as also mine once more 
become visible T 

'‘Sanjaya continued,— Then the remnant of the slaughtered anny (of the 
Kauravas), under the orders of their lender* were once more disposed in 
(compact) array. Drona placed himself at the van, and Salya at the rear. 
And Drona’s son and Sakum the son of SuvaU placed themselves on the 
right and the left flanks. And king Duryudhana himself, O monarch, on that 
night, busied himself in protecting all the troop*. Cheering all the foot- 
soldiers, 0 king, DuTyodhana said unto them,— Laying aside your great 
weapon* take yo all blaring lamps in your hand* 1 — Thus commanded by that 
best of kings, the foot-sold i-.-rs joyfully took up burning lamps. The gods and 
Riihis Gandfuxrtat and celestial Riikii, and tbe diverse tribes of I'idvadAa- 
rai arid A p saras t and A r ag*s and. Yaks A as and Uragat and Rirtnaras, stationed 
on the weikin alto joyfully took up blaring lamp*. Many lamps, filled with 
sweet-scented oil, were seen to fall from tbe Regents of tbe cardinal and the 
subsidiary points of the compass. For Duryodhana's sake, many such were 
seen to come from Narada and Parvata in especial* lighting up that darkness. 

•The Bombay edition reads the first line of 3 differently. The Bengal 
reading is also defective. The correct reading seems to be Rathana^a 
instead of Narana^a. — T, 

t This is a triplet.— 
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‘ he (Kaurara) army then, disposed in compart array, looked resplendent, on 
'bat night with the light of those lamps, the costly ornaments (on the persons of 
combatants), and the blazing celestial weapons as those were sl*>t or hurled 
by it On each car were placed fire lamps and on each infuriate elephant 
three.* And upon each horse was placed a large lamp Thus was that host 
lighted op by the Kuril warriors, t Set in their places within a short time, those 
lamps speedily lighted up thy army. Indeed, all the troops,thus made radiant by 
the foot-soldiers with oil-fed lamps in their hands, looked beautiful like clouds 
in the nocturnal iky illumined hy flashes of lightning. When the Kum host 
had thus been illuminated, Drona, endued with the effulgence of the fire, 
scorching everything around, looked radiant, O king, in his golden armour, 
like the mid-day Sun of blazing ray. The light of those lamps began to be 
reflected from the golden ornaments, the bright cuirasses and bows, and the 
well-tempered weapons of the combatants. And maces twined with string!, and 
bright Ftirighau and cars and shaftB and dart!, as they ooursed along, repea- 
tedly created, O Ajamida, by their reflection, myriads of lamps. And umbre- 
llas and yak tails^nd scimitcrs and blazing bunds, O king, and necklaces of 
gold, as these were whirled or moved, reflecting that light, looked exceedingly 
beautiful, Itlium mated by the light of those lamps and irradiated by the 
reflection from wenjions and ornaments, that host, O king, bl* 2 cd up with 
splendour. Well-tempered and beautiful weapons, red with blood and whirled 
by heroes, created a blazing effulgence there like flasher of lightning in the sky 
at the end of summer. The faces of warriors, impetuously pursuing foes for 
striking them down and themselves trembling in the ardour of the tush, looked 
beautiful like misses of clouds urged on by the wind. A* the splendour of 
the Sun becomes fierce on the occasion of the oomflogTRtion of a forest full of 
trees, even so on that terrible night became the splendour of that fierce and 
illuminated ho9t. Beholding that host of cxirs illumined, the Puthfti also, with 
great speed, stirring up the foot-soldieri throughout their army, acted like oursel- 
ves. On each elephant they placed seven lamps, on each car, ten ; and on 
the back of each steed, they placed two lamps ; and on the ftinks and reir (of 
their cars) and do their standards also, they placed many lamps. And on the 
flanks of their host, and on the rear and the van, and all around and within, 
many other lamps were lighted. The Kurui hiving done the same, both the 
armies were thus lighted. Throughout host, the foot-soldiers became mingled 
With elephants and cars and cavalry. And the army oi Pandu's son was also 
illuminated by others (than foot soldiers) standing with blaring torches in their 



* Instead of matiagaje, the Bombay edition reads tairagafi.— T. 
t There seems to be a mistake in this in its reference to the 

Pandavas, The reading, however, that occurs in all tbe printed edition, 
is the same. In one manuscript, l find Kaurarii^ytdharargtns (whkhc f 
adopt) for Pnndatn-Kaunrveyoi^ — T. 
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hands.* With those limps that host became fiercely effulgent like a bluing 
fire made doubly resplendent by tl>e darling rays of the maker of day. The 
splendour of both the armies, overspreading the Barth, the welkin, and all the 
points of the coenpaw, seemed to increase. With that light thy army as also 
theirs became distinctly visible. Awakened by that light which reached the 
skies, the gods, the Gandharval, the Yakthai* the RisJus and others crowned 
with (ascetic) success, and the Af saras, all came there. Crowded then with 
gods, and GaudAarvas, and Ttakskas and RisMs crowned with (ascetic) success, 
and Apiaras^tid the spirits of slain warriors about to enter the celestial regions, 
the field of battle looked like a second heaven. Teeming with cars and steeds 
and elephants brilliantly illumined with bmp^with angry combatants and Ikwscb 
slain or wandering wildly, dial vaat force of arrayed warriors arid steeds 
and elephants looked like the arrays of the celestials and the A suras in days 
of old. The rush of darts formed the fierce winds, great cars the clouds, the 
neigh and grunt of steeds and elephants the roars, shafts the showers, and the 
blood of warriors and animals the ftood, of that tempest-like nocturnal encoun- 
ter between those god like men. In the midst of that battle, that foremost 
of Brahmanas, m., the high-soulod Aswafthanun, scorching the Pand tvas, <> 
ruler of men, resembled the midday Sun at the end of Use season of rains 
scorching everything with his fierce ray.* 



SECTION CLXIV. 

•‘Sanjaya said,—* 'When the field of battle which had before been 
enveloped in darkness and dust had thus become illuminated, heroic warrior* 
encountered one another, derirousTof taking one another's live* } Encountering 
one another in battle, O king, those combatants, armed with lances and 
swords and ether weapons, gared at one another under the mfluenoe 

• The second line of 30, as it occur® in the Bengal texts, is adopted 
by me. Sight differences of reading occur between the Bengal and the 
Bombay editions. — T. 

t As regards airaost every one of these */#£«/, differences of reading 
are observable between the Bengal texts and the Bombay edition. The 
readings of the Bombay edition are almost uniformly better. Then again, 
many of those verses are disfigured with syntactical pleonasms and other 
grave errors. Abounding with tiresome repetitions that scarcely attract 
notice amid the variety of synonyms with which the language of the 
original abounds and amid also the melodious flow of the rythm, the 
defects become glaring in translation. At the altar, however, of faith- 
fulness, 1 have been obliged to sacrifice elegance, m rendering this sec- 
tion.— T. 

J The Bengal reading tatha Mi is incorrect The Bombay text 
correc.ly reads iadaUk*. Then also, instead of the Bengal reading raja - 
s<uha samarritc (which is Faulty), the true reading is rajsa tamasa 
rri*.— T, 
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of rage. With thousands of lamp* blazing all around, and with the more 
hording lamps of the gods and die GanJAaroas, set upon golden stands 
decked wilh jewels, and fed nith fragrant oil, the field of battle, O Bharau, 
looked resplendent like the firmament bespangled with stars. With hundreds 
upon hundreds of blazing brands, the Earth looked exceedingly beautiful. 
Indeed, the Earth teemed to be in a conflagration like to what happens 
at the universal destruction.® All the points of the compass blazed up 
with those lamps all around and looked like trees covered by fire-flies 
at an evening in the season of rains. Heroic combatants then, O king, 
engaged in battle with heroic rivals* Elephants engaged with elephants, and 
horsemen with horsemen, and car-warriors with car -warriors, fiiled with 
joy, on that fierce night, at the command of thy son. The clash of the 
two armies, both consisting of four kinds of forces, became terrible. Then 
Arjuna, O monarch, began, with great sj*5cd, to destroy the Kaurova ranks, 
weakening all the kings.' 

“DhriUrashtra said,— ' 'When the invincible Arjuna, excited with wrath 
and unable to brouk (die feats of the Kurus), penetrated into the army c»f 
my ton, what became the state of your minds ? Indeed, when that scorcher 
of foes entered into their midst, what did the wldieri think ? What steps 
also did Puryodhana think fit to be adopted then ? Who were those 
chastisers of foes that proceeded battle against that hero ? Indeed, 

when Arjuna of white steads catered (our army), »bo were they that protect- 
ed Drona ? Who guarded the right wheel and who the left wheel of Drona’s 
car ? Who were those heroes that protected the rear of that battling hero ? 
Indeed, when Bharadwaja's son proceeded, slaving the foe (along hia Toute), 
who were they that proceeded in his van ? That mighty and invincible 
bowman who penetrated into the midst of the PancluUas, that tiger among 
men, endued with great valour, who proceedeJ, as if dancing, along the 
track of hia car, and consumed Urge throngs of Panchala cars by means 
of his shafts like a raging conflagration, alas, bow did that Drona meet 
with his death ? Thou aUays speakest of my foes as cool and unvan 
quished and cheerful and swelling with might in battle. Thou dost not, 
however, speak of mine in such words. On the oilier hand, thou describes* 
them to be slain, pale, and routed, and thou speakest of my car-warriors 
as always deprived of their cars in all the battles they fight l* 

"Sinjaya continued,— 'Understanding the wishes of Drona who was bent 
on bottle, Duryodhana, on that night, 0 king, addressing his obedient 
brothers, dr., Vikarna and Cbitrasena and Suj-arsa and Duddbarsha 
and DirghavahUj and all those that followed them, said these words 
Ye heroes of great valour, struggling with resolution, all of you protect 
!>:ona from the rear 1 The son of Hridika will protect his right well 



Ltkanamabhat* is explained by Nilkantba as fraltya-kak. — T, 
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and Sa2a his left I— Saying this, thy son then urged forwards, placing 
them at the van, the remnant of the brave and mighty Trigarta car warriors, 
saying,— The preceptor is merciful. The Pandavas are fighting with great 
resolution. While engaged in slaughtering the foe in battle, protect him 
well, uniting together 5 Drona is mighty in battle ; is endued with great 
lightness of lumd and great valour. He can vanquish the very gods in battle, — 
what need then be said of the Pandavas and the Somaxas ? All of 
you, however, united together and struggling with great resolution in this 
terrible battle, protect the invincible Drona from that mighty car-warrioT, nY, 
Dhristadyunini ! Except Dhnetadyumna, I do not sec the man amongst all 
the wamocs of the Pandavas that can vanquish Drona in battle I I, therefore, 
think that we should, with our whole soul, protect the son of Mwradwaja l 
Protected (by u»), he is sure to slay the Somakas and the Srinjayas one after 
another. Upon the slaughter of all the Srinjayas at the head of the (Panda***) 
army, Drona* s son, without doubt, will slay Dhristadyumna in battle. Simi- 
arly, the mighty car warrior Kama will vanquish Arjuna in battle. As regards 
Bhimasena and others clad in mail, 1 will subjugate them all in fight. The 
rest of the Pandavas. deprived of energy, will be easily defeated by other 
warriors. It is evident, my success then will last for ever. For these reasons, 
protect the mighty car- wamor Drona in battle '.—Having said these words, 
O chief of the Bharataa, thy son Duryodhana, urged his troops on that night 
of terrible darkness. Then commenced a battle, O chief of the BharaUs, 
between the two hosts, O monarch, both actuated by the desire of victory. 
Arjuna began to afHict the Katitavar, and the Kauravas began to 
afflict Arjuna, with diverse kinds of weapons. Drona’s son covered the ruler 
of the Panchalas, and Drona himself covered the Srinjayas, with showers 
of straight shafts in that battle- And as the Pandu and the PavtdiaU 
troops (on the one side) and the KauraT* troop* (on the otherX O Bbarala, 
were engaged in slaughtering each other, there arose a furious uproar on 
the held. The battle that took place on that night was so terrible and 
fierce that its like had never been previously witnessed by ourselves or those 
gone before us/ " 



SECTION CLXV. 

"Sanjaya said,— ‘During the progress of that terrible nocturnal engagment, 
Oking, which was fraught with f.o indiscriminate carnage, Dhaima's son 
Vudhiahthiia, addressed the Pundivas, the Panchalas, and the Somakas, 
Indeed, 0 king, for the destruction of men, cars, and elephants, king Yudhish- 
tbiTa commanded his own troops, saying,— Proceed ye against Drona only, 
ior slaying him l* — At the command of the king, O monarch, the Panchalas 
and the Somakas rushed against Drona alone, uttering terrible shouts. 



A different reading occurs in the Bombay edition.— T 
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Ourselves excited with rage, aoc i loudly roaring in return, rushed against 
them, to the best of our pcowe», courage, and might, m battle. KriU- 
varman the son of Hridika rushed against Yudhishtbiru as the Utter was 
advancing against Drona, like an infuriate elephant against an infuriate 
compeer. Against Sini’s grandson who advanced scattering arrowy showers all 
around, rushed, O king, the Kuru warrior Bburi, that grinder {of foes) in 
bau’e. Kama the son of Vikartana, O king resisted that mighty car 
warrior, r/e., Pandu's son Sahadcva, as the latter advanced for getting at 
Drona. King Duryndhana, in that battle, himself rusbed against that foremost 
of car -warriors, f u, BLimasena, advancing on bis car hkc tlac Deairoycr. 
Sakum the son of SuraU, O king, proceeding quickly, resisted that foremost 
of warriors, tig., Nakula, who was conversant with every kind of b&Uie. 
Kripa the son of Saradwat, O king, resisted Sikhandin in that battle, that 
foremost of car-warrior, as the latter advanced on his car. Duesaflaoa, O 
king, contending vigorously, resisted Prai.vir.dhya .is the latter advanced 
with resolution, {on bis car) drawn by steeds looking like peacock?. 
Aswaithaman, O monarch, resisted Bbimaseoa's son ns., the KaMiktis* 

( Gbatotkacha) acquainted with a hundred kinds of illusion, as '.he Utter 
advanced. Vrishasena in that battle resisted the mighty Drupada with his 
troops and followers, as the latter advanced foe getting at Drona. The 
ruler of the Madras, O king excited with wrath, resisted Virata, O Bbarara, 
as live Utter quickly advanced for the slaughter of Drona. Chitrascna, 
in that battle, resisted, with great force and shooting many shafts, Nakula' s 
son Satanika, as the Utter advanced (or slaying Drona. The prince of 
Xakikaiai t vis , AJamvusba, O king, resisted Arjuru, that foremost of 
car-warriors, as the latter advanced. Dhrishtadyunma live prince of the 
PanchaUs, cheerfully resisted the great bowman Drona as the fatter was 
engaged in slaughtering the foe. As regards the other nighty car-warriors 
of the Pandavas, that advanced (against Drona), other car-warnors of 
thy army, O king, resisted them with great force. Elephant-riders, 
speedily encountering elephant riders in that dreadful battle, began to 
figbt, with each other and grind each oilier by thousands. At dead of night, 
O monarch, as the steeds rushed against each other with impetuosity, 
they looked like winged hills. Horsemen, O monarch, encountered 
horsemen, voted with lances and dart9 and swords, and uttering loud 
shouts. Large numbers of men slaughtered one another in heipe, 
with maces and short clubs and diverse other weapons. KritavatovaTi the son 
of Hridika, excited with wrath, resisted Dharma’s ion Yudhishtl-.ira like con- 
tinents resisting the swelling sea. Yudbishtbira, however, piercing Hridika s 
son with five arrows, once more pierced hint with twenty, and addressing 

hint, said,— Wait* Wail !— Then KriUvartnan, O sire, escitcd with wrath cut 

off with a broad-headed shift, tbe bow of king Yudbishthira the just and pierced 
the latter with seven arrows. Taking up another bow, that mighty car warrior 

evs., Dharma's son pierced the son of Hridika in tbe arms and the chest with 
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ten arrow*. Then that warrior of Mmdhu's race, thus pierced, O sire, by 
Dharma's son in that battle, trembled with rage and afflicted Yudbishthira with 
seven wafts. Then Pritha's son cutting off his enemy's bow as also the 
leathern fence that cased his bands, sped at him five keen shafts whetted on 
stone. Those fierce shafts, piercing through the latter's costly armour decked 
with gold, entered the Earth like snakes into an ant-hill. Within the twinkling 
of an eye, Kritavaruian, taking up another bow, pierced the son of Pandu with 
sixty arrows and once more with ten. Of immeasurable soul, the son of Pandu 
then, placing his large bow on ht» car, sped at Kritavarroan a dart resembling 
a wake. That dart decked with gold, sped by the son of Pandu piercing 
through Kriuvaraian’s right arm, entered the Earth. Meanwhile, Pritha's son, 
taking up his formidable bow, shrouded the son of Hridika with showers 
of straight shafts. Then the brave KnUvarman, that great caT-wamor 
a i ong the Vrishnis, within less than the twinkling of an eye, made YudhUh* 
thira stccdlcss and drivcrless and earless. Thereupon the eldest son of Pandu 
look up a sword and a shield. Then he of Madhu's race cut off both those 
weapons in that battle. Yudhisbthira then, taking up a fierce lance equipt 
with a gold-decked staff, quickly sped it, in that battle, at the illustrious 
son of Hridika. Hridika*: son however, smiling the while, and displaying great 
lightness of hands, cut uff into twu fraogmentx that lance hurled frocu the arms 
of Yudhisbthira, as it coursed impetuously towards him. He then covered the 
the son of Dharraa with a hundred arrows in that encounter. Excited with 
wrath, he then cut off the tatter’s coat of mail with showers of shafts. Yudhish- 
thira's armour decked with gold, cut off by Hridika' a son with his shaft*, 
dropped down from his body, O king, like a duster of stars dropping down 
from the firmament. Hi» armour cut off, himself deprived of car and afflicted 
with the shafts of Kritavarman, Dharra a s son Yudhisbthira quickly retreated 
from battle. The mighty car-warrior Kritavarnun then, having vanquished 
Yudhisbthira the son of Dharma. once more began to protect the wheel of 
Drona's car.' w 



SECTION CLXVI. 

Sanjaya saKi,- , Bburi. O lung, in that battle, resisted that. foremost of cat- 
w&iticr, tis the grandson of Sini, wbo advanced like an elephant towards a 
lake full of water. Thco Satyaki, excited with wrath, pierced his foe in the 
chest with five keen shafts. At this, the latter's blood began to flow. The Kuril 
warrior in that encounter similarly pierced with great speed the grandson of 
Sini, that hero difficult of defeat in battle, with ten shafts in the chest Those 
warriors, drawing their bows to their fullest stretch, and with eyes red in 
wrath, began, O -king, to mangle each other in that combat. Tl* arrowy 
downpours of those two warriors, both excitod with rage and resembling 
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death himself or cbe Sun scattering his ray*, were exceedingly terrible. Shroud- 
ing each otter with their shafts, each stayed before the other in that battle. 
For a short white that battle proceeded equal!). Tten, 0 king, the grandson 
of Stni, excited with rage and smiling the while, cut oft the bow of the 
illustrious Kura warrior io that battle. Haring cut off his bow, Satyaki 
quickly pierced him in the chest with nine keen arrows and addressing him, 
®»id, — Wait ! Wait !— That scorcher of fees deeply pierced by liis mighty 
foe, quickly took up another bow and pierced the Satwata warrior in return. 
Having pierced the Satwata hero with three shifts, O monarch, Bhuri then, 
smiling the while, cut off his foe's bow with a slurp and broad-headed shaft. 
His bow being cut off, Satyaki, O king, maddened with rage, hurled an 
impetuous dart at the broad chest of Bhuri. Pierced with that dart, Bhuri 
fell down from his excellent car, covered with blood, like the Sun dropping 
down from the firmauienL lieholding him thus slain, the mighty car warrior 
Aswatthanian, O Bharata, rushed impetuously against the gTandson of Smi. 
Having addressed Satyaki, O king, saying — Wait ! Wait '.—tot shrouded 
him witli showers of shafts, like the clouds pouring torrents of rain on the 
crcnst of Meru. Beholding him rushing towards the car of Siois grindsun, 
the mighty car-warrior Gbatolkacte, O king, uttering a loud roar, addressed 
saying, — Wait, Wait, O son of Dcoru 1 Thou shaft not escape me with life ! 
I will presently slay tbec like the sis -faced (Kartikeya) slaying (the Asura) 
Mahhfca. 1 shall today, on die field, purge thy heart of all desire of battle !— 
Having uid these words, that slayer of hostile heroes, vis., the Rakshaia 
(GhatotkachaX with eyes red like copper in wrath, rushed furiously against 
the son of Drona, like a lion rushing against a prince of elephants. And 
Gbatotkacha sped at his foe shafts of the measure of the AAi/utol a car, and 
covcTed that bull among car-warriors therewith, like clouds pouring torrent* 
of rain. With his own shafts resembling snakes of virulent poison, Drone's 
son, however, in that battle, quickly d.spelicd that arrowy shower before it 
could reach him. He then pierced that ch&itiaer of foes, ns , Ghatotkacte, 
that prince of Rakihaiai, with hundreds of keen and swifily-eoursing arrows, 
all capable of penetrating into the very viuls. Thus pierced with those 
shafts by Aswattbaraan, that Aakik*sa t on the field of battle, looked beautTuI, 
O'mnnarrh, like a porcupine with quills erect on its body. Then the reliant 
son of Bbimasena, filled with rage, mangled the con of Drona with many 
fierce arrows whirring through the air with tbe roar of the thunder. And 
be Taincd on Aswatthaman a perfect shower of arrows of diverse kinds, some 
equipt with heads like ra 2 ors,*ome shaped as the crescent, some long and pointed, 
some frog-faced, some with beads resembling the boar's ear, some barbed, 
and some ol other species." Like the wind dispersing mighty masses of 



* Xa'ikas, as used here, appear to hare been some species of shafts. 
Ip an earlier note, relying on other authorities, I took it to mean some 
kind of air-gun.— T. 

So 
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clouds, Drone’s son, O king, without his semes being Agitated, destroyed 
with his own terrible arrows inspired by mantrai with the force of celestial 
weapons, that fierce, unbearable, and unrivalled shower of weapons, wlvose 
sound resembled live roar of the thunder, and which fell incessantly upon 
him. It seemed then that another encounter was taking place in the welkin 
between weapons (as live combatants), which was terrible, 0 king, and which 
filled the warriors with awe. With the sparks all aruurd, generated by live 
clash of the weapons shot by those two warriors, the welkin looked beautiful 
as illumined by myriads of firc-flics in the evening. Drona's son then, 
filling all the points of tbe compass with his shafts, shrouded the Rakshau i 
himself, for doing what was agreeable thy sods. Then commenced a 
battle once more between Diona's son and the RaKsKaso on that night of 
thick darkness, which resembled the encounter between Sakra and Prahlnda. 
Then Glutotkacha, filled with rage, struck Drona's son, in that battle, on 
the chest, with ten shafts, each resembling the Yu/a fire. Deeply pierced 
by the Rakifuiia* the mighty sun of Drona began to tremble in that battle 
like a tall tree shaken by the wind. Supporting himself by bolding the flag- 
sulf, he swooned away* Then all thy troops, 0 kin*, uttered cries of OK 
and A/as. Indeed, O monarch, all thy warriors then regarded Drona's son 
as slam. Beholding Aswattbaman in that plight, the PanchaUs *nd the 
Sfinjayas in that battle uttered Icon inc roars. Then that crusher of fous, 
m, the mighty car-warrior Aswattbaman, recovering his senses, forcibly 
drawing the bow with his left hand, stretching the bowstnng to bis ear, quickly 
shot a terrible shaft resembling the rod of Yam* himself, aiming at 
Gbatotkacha. That excel lent shaft, fierce and cquipt with goodly wings, 
piercing through the chest of :he Ralshasa, entered the Earth, O king. 
Deeply pierced, O monarch, hy Drona'i son who was proud of bis prowers 
in battle, that prince of RafaKatt, endued with great strength, rat down on 
the terrace of his car. Beholding Hidnnva's son deprived of his senses, his 
charioteer, inspired with fear, speedily removed him from the field, bearing 
him away from t lie presenoe of Drona's son. Having pierced that prince of 
RaksKaitt, t is , Gbatotkacha, in that encounter thus, Drona’s son that mighty 
car-warrior, uttered a loud roar. Worshipped by thy sons as also by all thy 
warriors, O Bharata, Aswathaman's body biased up like the midday Sun. 

u 'As regards Bhimascn* who was battling in front of Drona’s car, king 
Duryodhana himself pierced him with many whetted sliafts. Bhimascna, 
however, O Bharata, pierced him in return with nine arrows. Duryodhana then 
pierced Bhimaserva with twenty arrows. Covered with each other’s arrows 
on the field of battle, those two warriors looked like the Sun and the moon 
covered with clouds in tbo firmament Then king Duryodhana, 0 chief of 
Bharatas, pierced Bbima with -five winged airows and said,— Wait ! Wait ! — 
Bbima then, culling off his bow as also his standard with keen shafts, pierced 
the Kura king himself with ninety straight arrows. Then Duryodhana, 
filled with rage, taking up a more formidable how, 0 chief of the BharaUs, 
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aiBicted Bbimascru, at the van of battle, with many whetted shafts, in the 
very sight of all the bowmen. Baffling those shares shot from Duryo- 
dbana's bow, Bhima pierced the Kuril king with five and t wenty sl*>rt arrows. 
Duryodhana then, 0 sire, excited with wrath, cut off Bhimasena's bow with 
a raz*>r-faced arrow and pierced Bhima himself with ten shafts in return* Then 
the mighty Bhimasena, taking up another bow, quickly pierced the king with 
seven keen shafts. Displaying great lightness of hand, Duryndliona nit off 
even that bow of hit. The second, the third, the fourth, and the fifth, bow 
that Bhima took up were similarly cut off. Indeed, 0 king, thy son, proud 
of hit prowess and desirous of victory, cut off Bhitna’s bow as soon as the 
latter look up one. Seeing his bows repeatedly cut off Bhima then hurled 
in that battle a dart made wholly of iron and hard as the thunder. That dart, 
blazing as flame of fire, resembled the sister of Death. The Kuru king, 
Jiowever, in the very sight of all the warriors and before the eyes of Bhima 
himself, cut into three fragments that dirt, which coursed towards him through 
the welkin with the splendour of fire and dividing it, as it were, by a straight 
line such as is visible oo the head of a woman parting her tresses. Then 
Bhima, O king, whirling bis heavy and b'aiing mace, hurled it with great 
force at the car of Duryodhana. That heavy macc speedily crushed the 
steeds, the driver, and the car also, of thy son in that encounter. Thy ion 
then, O monarch, afeared of Bhima and shrinking within the narrowest 
compass, ascended another car, p/j., that of the illustrious Nsndaka* Then 
Bhima, regarding Suyvdhana to have been slain amid the darkness of that 
night, uttered a loud leonine roar challenging the Kauravas. Thy warriors 
regarded-the king to be slain. All of them uttered loud cries of .tA and alai. 
Hearing the wails of the afrighteri warriors, and the roars of the high-tculed 
Bhima, 0 king, king Yudhiththira also regarded Suyodhana to have been 
slain. And the eldest son of Pandu thereupon rushed quickly to the spot 
where Vrikodara the son of Pritha was. And the Panchabs, the Srin jays, the 
Matsyas, the Kaikayat, a«d the Chcdip. speedily advanced, with all their 
might agrinst Drona from dcrire of shying him. There a!*i occurred a 
dreadful battle between Drona and the enemy. And the combatant of both 
sides were enveloped in thick gloom and struck and slew one another/ " 



SECTION CLXVII. 

“Sanjiya said,— 'Kama the son of Vikartana, 4 0 king, rcstacd the 
mighty car-warrior Sahadera, in that battle, who advanced from desire of 
getting at Drona. Piercing ibe son of Radha with nine shafts, Sahadeva 

4 Vcitatlavo may also mean I os e who has peeled off his skin ar natural 
rumour. To present dramatic propriety, the Hindu commentators explain 
it in this seme whin it occurs in any such passage, for the real ongin nf 
Kama, us., hi« procreation by the deity of the Sun, became known aftir hjs 
death.— T. 
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onoa more pierced that warrior with nine straight arrows. Kama then pierced 
Sabadeva in return with a hundred straight shafts, and displaying great 
tightness of hand, ent off the tatter's stringed bow. Then the valiant son 
of Madri, talcing up another bow, pierced Kama with twenty arrows. 
This feat of his seemed exceedingly wonderful. Then Kama, slaying 
Sahadeva's steeds with many straight shafts, speedily despatched the latter's 
driver with a broad-headed shaft, to Yama’t abode. The earless Sahadeva 
then took up a sword and a shield. Even those weapons were cut off by 

Kama sending the while. Then the mighty Sahadeva, in that encounter, 

aped towards the car of VikarUna’s son, a heavy and terrible mace decked 
with gold. Kama then, with his shafts, quickly cut off that mace which 
hurled by Sihadeva, coursed towards him impetuously, and caused it to 
fall down on the Earth. Beholding his mace cut off, Sihadeva quickly 
hurled a dart at Kama. That dart also was cut off by Kama. The son 
of Madri then, quickly jumping down from his excellent car, and blazing 
with wrath upon beholding Kama stationed before hint, took up a car -wheel 
and hurled it at the son of Adhiratha. The Safa's son, however, with 
many thousands of arrows, cut off that wheel coursing towards him like 
the uplifted wheel of Death. When that wheel had been cut off, Sahadeva, 
O sire, aiming at Kama, hurled at him lire shaft of his rar, the traces 

of his steeds, the yokes of his cars, the limbs of elephants and steeds and 

dead human bodios. Kama cut off all these with his shafts. Seeing 
himrelf deprived of al! weapons, Madri’s son Sahadeva, struck by Kama with 
many shafts, left the battle. Pursuing him for a while, the son of Radlia, 
O bull of Bharatas race smilingly addressed Sahadeva and said these 
cruel words Do not, O hero, fight in battle with those that arc superior 
to tbcc I Fight with thy equals, O son of Madri l Do not mistrust my 
words I— Then touching him with the horn of his bow, he once more 
wid,— Yonder Arjunna is lighting resolutely with the Kurus in battle. Go 
there, O son of Madh, or return home, if thou Nicest I— Having said those 
words, Kama, that foremost of car-waxrkws, smilingly proceded on his car 
against the troops of the king of the Panchalas. That slayer of foes, that 
mighty car-warrior, devoted to truth, slew not the son of Madri although 
lie had got the opportunity, recollecting the words of Kunti Sbadeva 
then, heartless and afflicted wiih arrows and pierced with the wordy darts 
I Kama, no longer cherished any lore for life. That mighty car-warrior 
then quickly ascended the car of JaiumeJiya, the illustrious prince of the 
Pan chains.' * 
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SECTION C LX VIII. 

“Sanjaya said,— rrite ruler of the Mat ! ms shrouded on all sides, with 
ck>uds of shafts. Virata with his troopa, who was proceeding quickly for Retting 
al Drona. The battle that took place between those two great bowmen 
resembled, O king, that between Vali and Vasava in days of yore. The ruler of 
die Madras, O monarch, with great activity, struck Virata, that commander 
of a large division, with a .hundred straight shafts. King Virata, in return, 
pierced the ruler of the Madras with nine keen arrows, and once more 
with three and seventy and once again with a hundred. The ruleT of the 
Madras then, slaying the four steeds yoked unto Virata’s car, cut down 
with a couple of shafts, the Utter's umbrella and standard. Quickly jumping 
down from that stecdlcsi car, the king stood, drawing his bow and shooting 
keen shafts. Beholding his brother deprived of his steeds, Satanika 
quickly approached him on his car in the very sight of all the troops. 
The ruler of the Madras, however, piercing the advancing Satanika 
with many shafts, despatched him to the abode of Yam a. Upon the fall 
of the heroic Satanika, Virata, that commander of a large division, ascended 
the fallen hero's car decked with standard and garlands.* Opening his 
eyes wide, and with prowess doubled by wrath, Virata quickly covered 
the car of the ruler of the Madras with winged arrows. The ruler of 
of the Madras then, excited with rage, deeply pierced Virata, that commander 
of a large division, in the chest, with a hundred straight shafts. Deeply 
pierced by the mighty ruler of the Madras, that great car-warrior, ni., 
Virata, sat down on the terrace of hw car and swooned away. Hi* driver 
then, beholding him mangled with shafts in that encounter, tore him 
away. Then that vast force, O Bharat*, fled away on that night, slaughtered 
with hurdred* of arrows by Salya, that ornament of battle. Beholding 
live troops flying away, Vasudeva and Dhananyaya quickly advanced to that 
spot, O monarch, where Salya was stationed. Then that prince of Rakihasai % 
ri*., Akmvusha, O king, riding upon a foremost car cquipt with eight 
steeds, having terrible* looking Pxiachai of equine faces yoked unto it, furnished 
with blood-fed banners, decked with floral garlands made of black iron, 
covered with bear-skins, and possessing a tall standard over which perched 
a terrible, ficree-looking, and incessantly shrieking vulture of spotted wiugs 
and wide-open eyes, proceeded against those advancing heroes. Tliat 
Rakih*te % O king, looked beautiful like a loose heap of antimony, and ho 
withstood the advancing Arjuna, like Meru withstanding a tempest, scatter- 
ing showeTs of arrows, O monarch, upon Arjunas head. The battle 
then that commenced between that Rakshasa and that human warrior, 
was exceeding fierce. And it filled all the spectators there, 0 Bharata, 



♦ The second line of 9 is read differently in the Calcutta edition. I d pt 
the Bombay reading.— T, 
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with delight. And it conduced to the joy also of vulture* and crow* and 
ravens and owls and Kon,vkaJ and Jackal*. Arjuna struck Alamvusha 
with six shaft* and then cut off his standard with ten sharp arrows. 
With a few other arrows he cut off his driver, and with some others hi* 
Twin ms t and with one more, his bow, and with four others his four steeds. 
Alamvnsha stringed another how, but that also Arjuna cut off into two 
fragment*. Then. O bull of Bharat*** race, Parti* pierred that princo 
of Rahikaut with four keen arrows. Thus pierced, the Pakthasat fltd 
away in fear. Haring vanquished him, Arjuna quickly proceeded 
towards the spot where Drona was, shooting a* he went, many shafts, 
O king, at men, elephants, and steed*. Slaughtered, O mocurc!*, by 
the illustrious son of Panda, the combatants fell down on the ground 
like trees Uid low by a tempest While thus being slaughtered by the 
illustrious son of Paodu, all of them fled like a frightened herd of deer.* ' 



SECTION CLXIX. 

"Sanjaya said,— 'Thy son Chitrasena, O Bharau, resisted (Nakula** son) 
Sitankika who wn engaged in scorching thy host with his keen shafts. 
Nakula's son pierced Chitrasena with five arrows. The latter then pierced 
the former in return with ten whetted shafts. And once more Chitrasena, O 
monarch, in that battle, pierced Salonika in the chest with nine keen shaft*. 
The son of Nakula then, with many straight shaft* cut Chitrasena’ i armour 
from off his body. This feat of hi* seemed exceedingly wonderful. Divested 
of his armour, thy son, O king, looked exceedingly beautiful, like a snake, 
O monarch, having cast off his slough in the proper season. Then Nikola's son. 
irith many keen shafti, cut off the struggling Chitrascna’s standard, and then 
his bow, O monarch, in that encounter. His bow cut off in that combat, and 
deprived abo of bis armour, that mighty car- warrior thin, O king, took up 
another bow capable of piercing every foe. Then Chitrasena, that mighty 
car-warrior amongst the Bharat as, quickly pierced the snn of Nakula with 
many straight arrow*. The mighty Sitanika, excited with rage, O Bharata, slew 
tbe four steed* of Chitrasena and then his driver. The illustrious Chitrasena, 
endued with great strength, juming down (rum that car, afflicted the son of 
Nakula with five and twenty arrows. Then Nakula's son with a crescent- 
shaped artow, cut off in that combat the gold-decked bow of Chitrasena while 
the latter was engaged in thus striking him. Bowles* and earless and stcedless 
and driver lew, Chitrasena then quickly ascended the car of the illustrious ion 
Hridika. 

•Vriihasena, O king, rushed with great speed, scattering shafts in 
hundreds, against the mighty car- warrior Drupada advancing at the head of 
his troops against Drona. ♦ Yajnaiena, in that encounter, pierced that mighty 

• In the second line of 13, Avyayailumam instead of Maharaja is the 
correct reading.— T. 
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car-wankw, PM., the wn of Kama in the arms and the chest, 0 lord, with 
sixty arrows. Vrbhatcna then, excited with rage, quickly pierced Yajnasena 
standing on his car, with many shafts in the centre of the chest. Those two 
warriors mangled with arrows, and with shifts sticking to tbeir bodies looked 
beautiful like a couple of porcupines with their quills erect Bathed in blood 
in consequence of the wounds caused by those str sight arrows ol keen points 
and golden wings, they looked exceedingly beautiful in that dreadful 
encounter. Indeed, the spectacle they presented was tint of a couple of 
beautiful and radiant Kalfhi trees or of a couple of KiniuAa* rich with their 
flowery burthens. Then Vrisfcaseno, O king, having pierced Drupada with 
nine arrows, once more pierced him with seventy, and then again with three 
other arrows. Then shooting thousands of arrows, Kama’s son, O monarch, 
looked beautiful in that battle like a cloud pouring torrents of rain. Then 
Drupada, inflamed with wrath, cut off Vcishtscna's b>w into two fragments, 
with a broad headed arrow, sharp and well-tempered. Taking then another gold 
decked bow that was new and strong, and drawing out ol his quiver a strong, 
wbc'.lcd, wellHempered, sharp, and broad headed arrow, and fixing it on his 
stnng, and carefully aiming it at Drupada, he let it cfT with great force, 
inspiring all the Somakas with fear. That arrow, piercing through the breast 
of Drupada, fell on the surface of the Rirtb. The king (of the Pancbalas) 
then, thus pierced through with Vtixluasna’s arrow, swooned away. His 
driver then, recollecting his own duty, bore him away from the field. After 
the retreat* O monarch, of that mighty cir-warrior of the Punchalaa, the 
(Kaurava) army, on that terrible nigbt, rushed furiously against Drupoda's troops 
whose coats of mail bad been cut off by means of the arrows of the foe. In 
consequence of the blaring lamps dropped by the combatants all around, the 
Earth, O king, looked beautiful like the cloudless firmament bespangled 
with planets and stars. With tbc fallen An^adat of the combatants, the Barth 
looked resplendent, O king, like a mass of clouds in the rainy season with 
flashes of lightning. Afflicted with the fear of Kama’s son, the Pancbalas 
fled away on all sides, like the D*inai\u from fear of India in the great battle 
of yore between the gods and the Asmras. Thus afflicted in battle by 
Vrisbasena, the Panchalas and the Somakas, O monarch, illumined by lamps, 
looked exceedingly beautiful.* Having vanquished them in battle, Kama’s 
*>n looked beautiful tike the Son, O Bharata, when he reaches the meridian. 
Amongst all those thousands of kings of tby side and theirs tbc valian 
Vrishasena then seemed to be the one resplendent luminary. Having defeated 
in battle many heroes and all the mighty car wamors among the Somakas, he 
quickly proceeded, O king, to the spot where king Yudhishthira was stationed. 

“ ®Thy son Dvnmaqs proceeded against that mighty car-warrior, ns., 
Pralivindhya, who was advancing (against Drona), scorching his foes in baale. 
The encounter that took place between them, O king looked beautiful, like 
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that of Mercury and Venus in tbe cloudless firmament Dussasana pierced 
Prativindbya, who was accomplishing fierce feats in battle, with three arrows 
in the forehead. Deeply pierced by that mighty bowman, oft.. thy son 
P/ativindhya, O monarch, looked beautiful like a crested hilL The mighty 
car-warrior Prativiudhya then, piercing Dussasana with three arrows, once 
more pierced him with seven. Thy son then, O Bharat*, achieved there an 
exceedingly difficult feat, for he felled Putiviivdhja’s steeds w.th many 
arrows. With another bread-headed arrow be also felled tbe latter's driver, and 
then his standard- And liken he cut ofT, O king, into a thousand fragments 
the car of Pratirindhya armed with the bow. Excited with rage, O lord, thy son 
also cut off, with his straight shafts, into numberless fragments the banner, the 
quivers, the strings, and the traces (of bis antagonist's car). Deprived of his 
car, the virtuous Prativindhya stood, bow in band, and contended with thy 
son, scattering numberless arrows. Then Dussasana, displaying great lightness 
of hand, cut off Prativindhya’s bow. * And then he afflicted his bow less 
antagonist with ten shafts. Beholding their brother (Prativindbya) in that 
plight, bis brothers, all mighty car-warriors, rushed impetuously to that s[K>t 
with a large force. He liken ascended the resplendent car of Suusom*. 
Taking up another bow, he continued, 0 king, lu pierce lliy son. Then 
many warriors on tby ride, accompanied by a large force, rushed impetuously 
and surrounded thy son (for rescuing him). Then commenced a fleice 
battle between thy troops and theirs, 0 Bbaitta, at that dreadful hour of 
of midnight, enhancing the population uf Yama’s kingdom. 



SECTION CLXX 

'Sanjaya said.— 'Against Nakula who was engaged in smiting thy host, 
Surala's son (S&kuni) in wrath rushed with great impetuosity and addressing 
him. said,— Wait l Wait 1 — Each enraged with the other and each desir jus 
of slaying the other, those two heroes struck each other with shafts sped from 
their bows drawn to their fullest stretch. Suvak's son in that encounter 
displayed the nine measure of skill that Nakula displayed, O king, in shooting 
showers of arrows. Both pierced with arrows, O king, in that battle, they 
looked beautiful like a couple of porcupines with quills erect on their bodies. 
The armour of each cut off by means of shafts with straight points and golden 
wings, and each bathed in blood, those two warriors looked resplendent in 
that dreadful battle like two beautiful and brilliant K*lfa trees, or like two 
Cowering Kiniukai on tbe field of battle. Indeed, 0 king, those two heroes 
in that encounter, both pierced with arrows, looked beautiful like a couple 
of Salmali trees with prickly thorns on them. Casting oblique glances on 
each other frith eyes expanded in rage and whose corners bad become red, 
they seemed to scorch each otbeT with those glances. Then thy brother-in-law, 
exated with wratb, and smiling tbe while, pierced Madrid son in the chest 
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with a barbed arrow of keen point Deeply pierced by that great bowman, 
wY, thy brother-in-law, Nakula sat down on the terrace of his car and 
swooned away. Beholding his proud foe, that mortal enemy of his, in that 
plight, Saturn uttered a roar loud as that of the clouds at the end of summer. 
Recovering consciousness. Nakula, the son of Pandu once more rushed 
against Suvala’s son, like the Destroyer himself of wide-open mouth. Inflamed 
with rage, O bull of Bharata’s race, be pierced Sakuni with sixty arrows, 
and more with a hundred long shafts in the centre of his chest. He then 
cut off Sakuni's bow with arrow fixed therein, into two fragments, at the 
handle. And then cutting off in a trice Sakuni's standard, he caused it to 
fall down on the Earth. Piercing next Sakuni's thigh with a keen, sharp, 
and well tempered shaft, Nakula the son of Pandu caused him to fall down on 
the terrace of his car, clasping his flag-sUff, like an amorous man clasping 
his mistress. Beholding that brother- in -law of thine laid low and deprived 
of consciousness, O sinless one, his driver quickly bore him away from live 
van of battle. The Parlh&s then, and all their followers, uttered a loud roar. 
Having vanquished his foes, Nakula, that scorcher of foes, addressing bis 
driver, said,— Bear me to the boat commanded by Drona I— Hearing these 
words of Madr.'a son, his driver proceeded to that spot, O king, whore Drona 
was stationed.* Against the mighty Sikbandin proceeding towards Drona, 
Kripa the son of Siradwat resolutely advanced with great impetuosity. That 
chastiser of foes, era, Sikbandin, then, smiling the while, pierced with nine 
arrows the son of Gotam* thus advancing against him towards the vicinity of 
Drona. The preceptor then (tis., Kripa), that benefactor of thy sons, piercing 
Sikhandin first with five arrows, once more pierced him with twenty. The 
combat that took place, O monarch, between them, was exceedingly dreadful, 
like that between Samvara and the chief of the celestials in the battle between 
the gods and the A was. Those heroic and mighty caT-warriors, both 
invincible in battle, covered the welkin with their arrows, like clouds covering 
the welkin on the expiry of summer. Terrible of itself, that night, O chief 
of the Bh&rtUs, became more terrible still to the heroic combatant* engaged 
in battle. Indeed, of terrible aspects and inspiring all sorts of fear, that 
night became as it it were death-night (of all creatures). Then Sikbandin, 
O king, cut off, with a crescent-shaped arrow, the large bow of Gotama’s son 
and sped at the Utter many whetted shafts. Inflamed with wrath, O monarch, 
Kripa then sped at bis antagonist a fierce dart equipl with a golden staff and 
keen point and polished by the bands of the smith. Sikbandin, however, 
cut it off with ten shafts as it coursed towards him. That dart then, decked 
with go!d, (thus cut off) fell down on the Earth. Then Gautama, that 
foremost of men, taking up another bow, O king, covered Sikhandin with 
a large number of whetted shafts. Thus covered in that battle by the 
illustrious wn of Gotam a, Sikhandin, that foremoit of car-warriora became 
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weakend on the terrace of hifl car. Beholding him weakened, K rip* the son 
of Saradwat, in that encounter, struck him with many arrows, from desire 
of slaying him, O Bharata ! (Sikbandin then was borne away by his driver). 
Beholding that mighty car-warrior, wi., the won of Yajnascna retreating from 
battle, the Panchala* and the Sucnikas surrounded him on all sides (for 
rescuing him). Similarly thy sons also surrounded that foremost of Brahmanas 
(ttr-, Kripa), with a large force. Then commenced a battle once more, 
between car-warriors, O king, that struck one another. The u|>rcar that rose 
became loud as the roar of clouds, O Bharata, caused by rushing horsemen 
and elephants, O monarch, smiting one another down. Then, O king, the 
field of battle looked exceedingly fierce. With the vead of rushing infantry 
the Earth began to tremble, O monarch, like a lady moved by fear. Car- 
warriors, mounting on their cars, rushed impetuously, attacking compeers 
by thousands, O king, like crow3 wiring winged insects (in the air). Similarly 
mighty elephants with the juice trickling down their bodies, pursuing similar 
elephants, encountered them, O Bharata, furiously. So also, horsemen, 
coming upon horsemen, and foot-soldiers, coming ujxm foot-soldiers, angrily 
encountered one another in that ba*tle. At dead of night, the sound of 
retreating and rushing troops and of these cotnirg again to the encounter 
became deafening The blaring lamps also, placed on cars and elephants 
and steeds, seemed, O king, large meteors falling from the firmament. That 
night, O chief of Use BharaUs, lightened up by those lamps, looked like day, 
O king, on the field of battle. As the Sun, encountering the thick gloom, 
destrovs it completely, even so the thick gloom of the field of battle was 
destroyed by those blaring lamps. Indeed, the welkin, the Earth, the 
cardinal and the subsidiary points of list: compass, enveloped by dust 
and daikness, became once more illuminated by that light. The splendour of 
weapons ami coals of mail, and of tl>e jewels of illustrious heroes, became 
overshadowed by the light of those blazing lamps. During the progress 
of that fierce battle at night, none of the combatants, O Bharata, 
could know the warriors of his nwn side. Sire, O chief of the BharaUs, 
slew son, and son, from ignorance, slew sire, and fnend slew friend* And 
relatives slew relatives, and maternal uncles slew sisters' sons, and warriors 
flew warriors of their own side, and foes slew (heir own men, in that battle, 
O Bharata. In that dreadful nocturnal encounter, O king, all fought 
lurioualy, ceasing to lave any regard for one another/ n 



SECTION CLXXf. 

"Soojaym said,— ‘in that fierce and terrible battle, DhrishUdyumna, O king, 
proceeded against Druna. Holding hia formidable bow and repeatedly stretch- 
ing his bowstring, the Panchala prince rushed towards Drona's car decked 
with gold. And as Dbrnbudyumna proceeded for accomplishing the des- 
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traction of Drona, the Panchalas and the Pandavas, 0 king, surrounded him. 
Beholding Drona, that foremost of preceptor*, thus issailcd, thy sons, rc^jJutdy 
contending in battle, protected Drona on ail sides. Then those two oceans 
of troops eivcountered each other on tlut nigh:, and looked like two terrible 
o:eans lashed into fury by the tempest, with all living creatures within tbeoi 
exceedingly agitated. Then the prince of the Panchalas, O king, quickly 
pierced Drona in the chat with fire arrows and uttered a leonine roar. Drona, 
howeveT, O Bharata, pietcing his foe in return with five and twenty arrows 
in that battle, cut off, with another broad-headed arrow, his bright bow. 
Forcibly pccrccd by Drona, O bull of Bharata s race, Dhfishtadyumnj, quickly 
casting aside his bow bit his (nether) lip in rage. Indeed, O monarch, the 
valiant DbrishUd) umiu, excited with wrath, took up another formidable bow 
foT accomplishing the destruction of Drona. That shyer of hostile heroes, 
that warrior endued with great beauty, stretching that formidable bow to his 
ear, sped a terrible shaft capable of taking Drona’s life. Tlut shaft, 
thus sped by the mighty prince in that fierce and dreadful battle, 
illumined the whole army like the risen Sun. Beholding tlut terrible siiaft, 
the gods, the CandharXas, and the Danattas, sad these words O king, tit 
Prosftrity to Drona ?— Kama, however, 0 king, displaying great lightness 
of hand cut off into a dozen fragments that shaft as it coursed towards the 
preceptor's ra r. Thus cut off into many fragments, O king, that shaft of 
Dhrisbtadyumna, O sire, quickly fell down on the Earth like a snake without 
poison. Having cut off with b»s own straight shafts those of Dhrishtadyumni 
in that battle, Kama then pierced Dhrisbtadyumna himself with many slurp 
arrow?. And Droiu's son pierced him with five, and Drona himself with 
five, and Salya pierced him with nine, and Duitattftf with three. And 
Duryodhana pierced him with twenty anows and Sukuni with five. Indeed, 
all those mighty car-warriors quickly pierced the prince of tl>e PancbaLis. 
Thus was he pierced by there seven heroes in that battle exerting themselves 
for the rescue of Drona. The prince of the Panchalas, however pierced every 
one of these heroes with three arrows. Indeed, O king, Dhrishudyumna, 
in that dreadful battle, quickly pierced Drona himself, and Kama, and 
Drona's son, and thy son. thus pocrccd by that bowman, those 
warriors, fighting together, pierced Dhrishudyumna again in that encounter, 
uttering loud roars the while. Then Drumatciu excited with wratli, O kin?, 
pierced the Pancbala prince with a winged arrow, and once again quickly 
with three other arrows. And addressing the prince, he said, — Wait 1 Wait! 
— Dhrisbtadyumna then pierced Drumasena in return with three straight 
arrows, in the encounter, which were equip! with wings of gold, steeped io oil, 
and capable of taking the life of him at whom they arc sped. With another 
bi cad-headed shaft, the prince of the PancbaUs then, in that Utde, cutofT 
from Drtn.astr.a's trunk die latuVs bead decked with bright ear-rings of gold. 
That head, with (the tower) lip bit (in rage), fell on tho ground like a ripe 
palmyra fruit separated from the stalk by the action of a strog wind. Once 
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a^tin piercing all those warriors with keen shafts. Hut hero, with some 
broad-beaded shafts cut off the bow of Radha’s son, that warrior convert 
with til modes of warfare. Kama could not brook that cutting off of Us bow, 
like a fierce lion incapable of brooking the cutting off of his tail. Taking 
up another bow, Kama, with eyes red in rage, and breathing Jiard, covered 
the mighty DhrtoUdyumna with clouds of arrows Beholding Kama excited 
with rage, those heroes, w's those si* bulls among ctr* warriors quickly 
encompassed the prince of the Panchala’s trout dciiro of slaying him. Seeing 
the Utter in front of those six foremost warriors of thy side, all i|>e troops, 
O lord, regarded him to be already within the jaws of the Destroyer'. 
Meanwhile, Satyaki of the IXmrlu race, scatter in^; his shafts as he proceeded, 
reached the spot where the valiant Dhrishladyiimna was balding Itolmlding 
that invincible warrior of tlae Sutwatu race ait vanring, Uadlia's ion 

pierced him in that battle with ten arrow*. Satyaki then, O king, pierced 
Kama with ten shafts in the very sight of all tlmsu hemes and addressing 
him, said,— Do not fly away but stay heforc me !— The encounter then that 
took place between the mighty Satyaki und die Mutinous K im.i, rescinded, 0 
king, that between Vali and Vasavt (hi days of ynrel. That butt among 
Kahatriyus, H Is., Satyaki, terrifying all the Kslttlrfyas witli the rattle of his 
car, pierced the lotus-eyed Kama in return (with many arrows). Making 
the Earth tremble with the twang of his bow, tins mighty son of the 
5wte, 6 monarch, contended with Sityaki. Indeed, Kama pierced Hie 
grandson of Ssoi in return with hundreds of Arrow* and diverse other 
shall*, long, and barbed, and pointed, and calf-.ocxhed, und rowr -headed. 
Similarly, that forcmoit one «>f Vrishni's race, rii., Yuyudhana, in tine 
battle, shrouded Kama with bis arrows. Fur :i time that luittle proceeded 
equally. Then thy sons, O monarch, placing Kama nt their head, all 
pierced Satyaki bom every side with keen arrows. Resisting with his own 
weapons those of them all and of Kama also, O lord, Satyaki quickly 
pierced Vrisbasena in the centre uf llse chest, Pierced with tliat arrow, 
the valiant Vrisbaseiu of great splendour quickly fell down on till car, 
casting aside bis bow. Then Kama, believing that mighty car- warrior, pu,, 
Vrisliasena, slain, became scorched with grief on account of the death of 
his son and began to afflict Satyaki with great force. Thus afflicted by 
Kama, the mighty car-warrior YuyudUaru, with great speed, repoatedly 
pierced Kama with many shifts. Once more piercing Kama with tea 
arrows, and Vrishasena with five, Jhc Satwau luiru ml off the leathern 
fences and the bows of both sire and son. Then lltosc two warriors, stringing 
two other bows capable of inspiring enemies with terror, began to pierce Yuju- 
dhana from every side with keen shafts. During the progress nf tint fierce 
conflict that was so destructive <»f heroes, the loud twang nf Gandiva, 0 king, 
was heard over every other sound. Hearing then the rattle of Arjun’a car as 
al&o the twang of Gartffaa, the Ai&r'x son, O king, said these words unto 
PuTyodhana Slaughtering our entire, army and dm foremost of heroic 
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warriors am! many mighty bowmen among the Kauraraa, Arjuaa is loudly 
twanging hit bow. The rattle also of his car is heard, resembling the 
roar of the thunder. It is evident, the son of Pandu is achieving feats 
worthy of his own self. This son of Pritha, 0 monarch, will grind our 
large host ! Many of our troops are already breaking l No one stays in 
battle ' Indeed, our army is being dispersed like a risen mass of clouds 
dispersed by the wind. Encountering Arjuna, our host breaks like a beat on 
the ocean The loud wails, 0 king, of foremost of warriors, O monarch, 
flying away from the field or falling down in consequence of the arrows 
sped from Gandfaa, are being heard f Hear, O tiger among car-warriors, 
the sound of drums and cymbals near Arjuna's car at dead of night, 
resembling the deep roll of thunder in the welkin 1 Hear also the loud 
wails (of afflicted combatants) and the tremendous leonine shouts, and 
diverse other noises in the vicinity of Arjana's cur ! Here, however, 
this Satyaki, this foremost one of the Satwati race, atayeth amid us. 
If this object of our aim can be struck down, re can then vanquish all 
our foes ! Similarly, the son of the Panchnla king is engaged with 

Drona. He is encompassed on alt sides by many heroic and foremost of 
car-warriors If wc can slay Satyaki and Dbrishudyumna the son of 
Prisbata, without doubt, O king, victory will be ours S Surrounding these 
two heroes, these two mighty car -warriors, m we did the son of Subhadra, 
we will strive, 0 king, to slay them, t*»s., this son of Vrishm's race and 
this son of Prishata 1 Savyasachin, O Bharata, is before us, coming towards 
this division of Drona, knowing that Satyaki is engaged here with many 
bulls among the Kurua. Let a Urge number of our foremost of car warriois 
proceed thither, so that Partha may not be able to come to the rescue of 
Satyaki now encompassed by many. Let these great heroes speedily shoot 
clouds of shafts with great force, so that Satyaki of Madhu's race may be 
speedily despatched to Varna's abode ■— Ascertaining this to be the opinion 
of Kama, thy son, addressing SuraU's ton in that battle, like the illustrious 
Indr a addressing Vishnu, said these word9 '.—Surrounded by ten thousand 
unretreating elephants and ten thousand cars also, proceed against Dbananjaya ! 
Dussasana and Durrishalia and Strata and Dushpeadharsbana,— these will 
follow thee, surrounded by a large number of foot-soldiers ! O uncle, slay 
those great bowmen, m., the two Krishna*, and Yudbishthira, and 
Nakula, and Sahadeva, and Bbima the ion of Pandu l My hope of 

victory Testeth on thee like that of the gods on their chief Indra I O 

uncle, slay the son of Kunti like Paka's *m (Kartikeya) slaying the 

Aswras 3— Thus addressed and urged by thy ion, Sakuni, clad in mail, 

proceeded against the Paribas, accompanied by a Urge force as alio by 
thy sons, in order to consume the sons of Pandu. Then commenced a 
great battle betw-en the warriors of thy army and the foe. When Suvala’s 
son, O king, (thus) proceeded against the Pandavas, the Sufa's son, accom- 
panied by a large force, quickly advanced against Satyaki, shooting many 
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hundreds of shafts. Indeed, thy warriors, combining together, encompassed 
Satyaki. Then Bhsmdwmja's wn, proceeding against the car of Dbrishta- 
dyumna, foughl a wonderful and fierce battle at dead of night, O bull of 
Bharata's race, with the brave Dhrishtadyumna and the Panchalas.' M 



SECTION CLXXII 

“San jay a said,— “Then all those kings of thy army, incapable of being 
easily defeated in battle, angrily proceeded against Yuyudliana’s car, unable 
to brook (his feats> Mounting on their wcll-cquipt cars, O king, that 
were decked with gold and Jewels, and accompanied also by cavalry arid 
elephants, they encompassed the Satwatt hero. H earning him on all sides, 
those mighty car -warriors, challenging that hero, uttered loud leonine roars. 
Those great heroes, desirous of slaying him of Madhu's race, poured their 
keen arrows on Snyaki of invincible prowess. Beholding them thus advan- 
cing with speed towards him, that slayer of hostile hosts, ®»i, the mighty - 
armed grandson of Sini, took up and shot many shafts. The heroic and 
great bowman Satyaki, invincible in bittle, cut off many heads with his 
fierce and straight arrows. And be of Madhu's race also cut off the 
trunks of many elephants the necks of many steeds, and the arms decked 
with Angadus of many warriors, by means of razor-faced arrows. With 
the fallen yak-tails and white umbrellas, O Bharata, the field of battle 
became almost full and resembled the firmament, O lord, with stars. The 
wails of the host thus slaughtered in battle, O Bharata, by Yuyudhana, 
became as loud as those of shrieking ghosts (in hell). With that loud 
uproar the Earth became filled, and the night became fiercer and more 
terrible. Beholding his host, afflicted with Yuyudhana'* arrows and break- 
ing, and hearing that tremendous uproar at dead of night making the 
hair to stand on end, thy soo, that mighty car-warrior, addressing his driver, 
repeatedly said,— Urge the steeds to that spot whence this uproar cometh. — 
Then king Duryodhana, that fir.u bowman, above all fatigue, endued with 
great lightness of arras and conversant with all modes of warfare, rushed 
against Yuyudhana. Marihava pierced DuryodhanA with a dozen blood 
drinking shafts aped from his bow drawn to its fullest stretch. Thus 
afflicted with arrows by Yuyudhana first, Duryodhana, excited with rage, 
pierced the grandson of Sini in return with ten arrows. Meanwhile the 
battle that raged between the PanchaUs and all thy troops presented an 
exceedingly wonderful sight Then the grandson of Sini, excited with rage 
in that battle, pierced thy son, that mighty car-warrior, with eighty shafts, 
in the chest. He thcD, with other shafts, despatched Duryodbaca's steeds 
to Yana's abode. And that slayer of foea then quickly felled his anta- 
gonist's driver horn the car. Thy son, O monarch, staying on that 
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stecdlew car, ibot many keen arrow* towards Satyaki's car. Tbc grandson 
of Sini however, displaying great lightness of hand, O king, cut off those 
fifty shafts sped in that battle by thy son. Then Madhava, with a broad- 
headed shift, suddenly cut off in that encounter tlx; formidable bow of 
thy son in the handle. Deprived of both bis car and bow, that puissant 
ruler of men then mounted quickly upon the bright car of Krltavarman. 
Upon Duryodhana’s retreat, the grandson of Sini, O monarch, afflicted 
and routed thy army at dead of night 

41 'Sakuni meanwhile, O king, encompassing Axjima on all sides with 
many thousands of cars and several thousands of elephants, and many 
thousands of steeds, began to fight desperately. Many of them hurled 
towards Arjuna celestial weapons of great power Indeed, those Kshatriyas 
fought with Arjuna, incuring the certitude of death. Arjuna, however, 
excited with rage, checked those thousands of cars and elephants and 
steeds, and ultimately caused those foes to turn back. Then Suvala's son with 
eyea red as copper with rage, deeply pierced Arjuna, that 6layei of 
foes, with twenty shafts. And once more shooting a hundred shafts, he 
checked the progTc* of Partita's great car. Then Arjuna, O Bbarata, 
pierced Sakuni with twenty arrows in that battle. And be pierced each 
of the great bowmen with three arrows. Checking all of them with bis 
anows, O king, Dbananjaya slew those warriors of thy army with excellent 
shafts endued with the force of thunder.* Strewn with lopped-off arrows, 
O monarch, and (dead) bodies by thousands, the Earth looked as if covered 
with dowers. Indeed, strewn with the heads of Kshatriyas, — beads that 
were decked with diadems and handsome noses and beautiful ear rings 
and (nether) lips bit in rage and wide open eyes,— heads that were 
graced with collars and crowned also with gems, and which, while life 
was in them, spoke sweet words, — the Earth looked resplendent as if strewn 
with hillocks oetspeead with ChaMpaka flowers. Having achieved that 

fierce feat, and pierced Sakuni once more with five straight shafts, Vihlutsu 

of fierce prowess, excited with rage, once more struck Uluka with an 
arrow in that battle. Piercing Uluka thus in the sight of his sire, vis., 

Suvala's son, Arjuna uttered a bud roar, filling the Earth therewith. Then 

the son of Indra cut off Sakuni’s bow. And then be despatched his four 
steeds to Yjuua’ 6 abode. The Suvala's son, O bull of Bharata's race, 
jumping down from his car, quickly ascended the car of Uluka. Then 
those two mighty cir-warriors. «&., sire and son, both riding on the same 
car, showered their arcows on Partha like two risen clouds pouring torTcnts 
of rain on a mountain. The son of Paodu then, piercing both those warriors 
with keen shafts, afflicted and caused thy troops to fiy away in hundreds 
and thousands. Like a mighty mass of clouds dispersed on alt sides by 
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the wind, that army of thine, O monarch, was dispersed on all sides. 
Indeed, that host, 0 chief of the Bharatas, thus slaughtered on that night, 
fled away in all directions, afflicted with fear and in the very sight (of 
their leaders). Many abandoning the animals they rode, others urging 
their animal? to their greatest speed, turned hack from live battle, inspired 
with fear, during that fierce hour of darkness. Having vanquished thy 
warriors thus, O bull of Bharat* s race, Vwsudeva and Dhananjaya cheerfully 
blew their concbs. 

M 'Dtarishiadyumna, O monarch, piercing Drona with three arrows, quickly 
cut o6 the latter's bowstring with a sharp arrow. Throwing down that 
bow on the Earth, the heroic Drona, that gTinder of Kshatriyas, took up 
another that was exceedingly tough and strong. Piercing DhrishUilyumvu 
then with fire arrows, Drona pierced his driver also, O bull of Bharata'a 
race, with Are arrows. Checking Drona with his arrows, the mighty car 
wanior Dhrishtadyumna began to destroy the K auras* host like Maghavat 
destroying the A sura army. During the slaughter of thy son’s army, O 
flirt 1 , a terrible river, having blood for its current, began to flow. And it 
ran betweon the two hosts, bearing away men and steeds and elephants 
along its current. And it resembled, O king, the KcirVit mm that flows. 
O lord, towards the domains of Varna. Agitating and routing thy army, 
the valiant Dhrishtadyumna, endued with great energy, blared forth like 
Sakra in the midst of the celestials. Then Dbrishtadyumna and Sikliaridin 
blew their large concha, as also the twins (Nakula and Sahadeva), and 
Vrikodaia the son of Pandu. Having vanquished thousands of kings on 
thy side that were endued with great energy, those fierce warriors, sis., 
the Pandavas, desirous of victory, uttered loud leonine shouts, in the very 
sight of thy son and of Kama and the heroic Drona and Drona's son, O 
monarch Y * 



SECTION CLXXIIf. 

“San jay* said,— ‘Beholding bis own army routed while being slaughtered 
by those illustrious heroes, thy son, well acquainted with words, O 
monarch, quickly repairing untu Kama and also Drona, that foremost 
of all victors in battle, wrathfuly said these words This battle has 

been set on foot by you tow in rage, having seen the ruler of the 

Sindhus slain by Savyastcbin I You are beholding with indifference 
the slaughter of my army by the forces of the Pandavas, although 
you two are fully competent to vanquish those forces l If you two 
now abandon me, you should have, in the beginning, told me of it 1 

— We two shall tawjuisk th* sons of Pandu in tattle /—Even these were the 

words, ye givers of honors, that ye then said unto me 1 Hearing these 
words of yours, I sanctioned these proceedings. I would never have 
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provoked these hostilities with the Paribas,— hostilities that *tc to destructive 
of heroic combatants, (if ye had told me otherwise) ! If I do not deserve 
to b« abandoned by you two, ye hulls among men, then fight yc accord- 
ing to the true measure of your prowess, ye heroes endued with 
great prowess 1— Thus pierced with the goad of speech by thy son, those 
two heroes once more engaged in battle, like two snakes vexed with 
sticks. Then those two foremost of car-warriors, those two bowmen 
above all bowmen in the world, rushed with speed against the Parthns 
headed by the grand*™ of Sini and by others. Similarly the Parthal, 
uniting togetbether, and accompanied by all their troops, advanced 

against those two heroes, who were roaring repeatedly. Then the great 
bowman Drona, that foremost of all wicldcrs of weapons, excited with rage, 
quickly picrcod (Satyaki) that bull amongst tbe Sini.-, with ten arrows. 
And Kama pierced him with ten arrow®, and thy son with seven, and 
Vrishoscna pierced him with ten, and Suvala's son with seven. In that 
impervious wall of Kaiiraras around the grandson of Sini, these also stationed 
themselves, encompassing him. Beholding Drona slaughtering the Pandava 
army in that battle, tbe Somakas quickly pierced him from every aide 
with ahowers of arrows. Then Drona began to bike tbe lives of Kshatriyas. 
O monarch, like the Sun destroying darkness around him by his rays. We 
then heard, O monarch, a loud uproar axnoogit the Panchalas. who called 
upon one another, while they were being slaughtered by Drona. Some 
abandoning sons, some sires, some brothers, some uncles, some their siaters' 
sons, some their relatives and kinsmen, fled away with speed, for saving their 
own lives. Some, again, deprived of their sen**, ran against Drona 
himself. Indeed, many were the combatants of the Pandava army that 
were then despatched to the oilier world. Thus afflicted by that illustrious 
hero, the Pandava host, that night, O king, fled away, throwing down their 
blazing torches all around, in the very sight of Bhiousena and Arjuna 
and Krishna and tbe twins and Yudbishtbira and Prisbata's son. Tbe 
world being enveleped in darkness, nothing could be seen. In consequence 
of the lights that were among the Kaurara troop*, the flight of tbe foe 
could be ascertained. Those mighty car warriors, vis Drona and Kama, 
O king, pursued that flying host, scattering numerous shafts. Seeing the 
Panchalas slaughtered and routed, Jaoarddana becoming clieeilcas said 
these words unto Phalguna, — Dhrishtadyuman and Sztyaki, accompanied by 
the Panchalas, had procceeded against those great bowmen, n's.. Drona 
and Kama, shooting many shafts. This large host of ours hath been broken 
and routed (by them) with showers of arrows. Though their flight is sought 
to be checked, they are still incapable of being rallied, O son of Kunti S 
— Bhebolding the host fly away, both Kesava and Arjuna, addressing the 
troops, said,— Do not fly away, through fear ! Ye Pandava warriors, cast 
away your tears ! Accompanied by all the forces and arraying them in 
good order, both of us, with uplifted weapons, are even now proceeding 
52 




4)0 



MAHABHARATA 



against Drool and the Saias son fof withstanding them l— Then Janarddana 
beholding Vrikodara advancing, once more addressed Arjuna the son of 
Pindu, as if for gladdening him, in these words Yonder Bhiraa, who 

taketh delight in battle, surrounded by the Somakas and the Pandaras, is 
coming against -those mighty car-warriors, wi , Drona and Kami. Supported 
by him, as also by the many mighty car-warriors among the Pandavas, 
fight now, 0 son of Pindu, for assuring all your troops ! # — Then those 
two tigers among men, *h 9 the wn of Pindu and he of Nadhu's race, 
approaching Drona and Kama, took up their station at the head of battle.' 

“Sanjaya continued,— ‘Then that vast vast force of Yudhisbthira 
once more returned to battle, proceeding to the place wlvere Drona and 
Kama were grinding their foes in battle. At dead of night, a fierce encounter 
took place, resembling that o f two oceans swelling at moon-rise. Then the 
warriors of thy army, throwing away from their hands the bkuing lamps 
held by them, fought with the Pandatas fearlessly and madly. On that 
terrible night when the world was enveloped with gloom and dust, the 
combatants fought with one another, guided only by the names they uttered. 
The names uttered by the kings contending in battle, were heard, 0 monarch, 
tl»ere, like to what happens, O king, at a self-choice. Suddenly, a silence 
overspread the field of battle, and lasted for * moment Then again a loud 
uproar was heard made by the angry combatant*, victors and vanquished. 
Thither where blazing lamps were seen, O bull of Kuru's race, thither 
rushed those heroes like insects (towards a blaring fut). And as the 
Pandavas. O king, and the Kauravas contended with each other in battle, 
the darkness of night thickened around them .’ 19 



SECTION CLXXIV. 

"San jay* said, — ‘Then Kama, that slayer of hostile heroes, beholding 
PrWiau's non in battle, struck him on the chest with ten shifts capable of 
penetrating into the very vitals. Dhrishudyumna quickly pierced Kama 
in return, in that great battle, with five shafts, and addressing him, said,— 
Wait ] — Wait I— Shrouding each other in that dreadful combat with showers 
of arrows, 0 king, they once more pierced each other with keen shafts sped 
from bows drawn to their fullest stretch. Then Kama, in that battle, 
despatched la Ytma's abode the driver and the four steeds of Dhrishtadyumna, 
that foremost warrior among the Panchalas. He then cut off bis enemy's 



♦ The second line of 30 is read differently in the Calcutta edition. In 
consequence also of some differences between the two printed editions, 30 at 
the Calcutta text is 32 of the Bombay text — T. 
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foremost of bow* with keen arrows, and felled, with a broad headed shaf 
the Utter's driver from bis niebe in the car. The valiant Dhiishtadyurona 
deprived of car, steeds, and driver, quickly jumped down from his car and 
took up a mace. Though struck all the while with straight shafts by Kama, 
the PancbaU prince, approaching Kama, sJev the four steeds of the Utter. 
Turning back with great speed, that slayer of hosts. t*%, the son of Prishata* 
quickly ascended the car of Dhsnanjaya. Mounting upon that car, the 
mighty car-warrior Dhrishtadyumna desired to proceed towards Kama. 
Pharma 1 ) son (Yudhisbthira), however, bade him desist Then Kama 
endued with great energy, mingling his leonine shouts with it, twanged his 
bow loudly, and blew his conch with great force. Beheld ing Prishata's son 
vanquished in battle, those mighty car-warriors, tvs . the PandiaU* and the 
Soroakas, excited with rage, and taking up all kinds of weajons, proceeded, 
making death itself their goal, towards Kama, from desire of slaughtering 
him. Meanwhile Kama’s driver bad yoked other steeds unto his master’s 
car, that were white as concha, endued with great speed, of the Sindliu breed, 
and wtll-broken. Then Kama cf rure aim, contending with vigor, afflicted 
those mighty car -warriors among the Panclulas with his shafts like a cloud 
pouring torrents of rain upon a mountain. The Pnachala boat, thus afflicted 
by Kama, fled away in fear, like a doc frightened by a lion. Horsemen 
were seen falling from their horses, and elephant-riders from their elephants, 
O monarch, and car-wairiors from cars, all around. In that dreadful battle 
Kama cut off with ra»Dr-{&ced arrows the arms of flying combatants and 
heads decked with car-rings. Aod be cut off, 0 king, the thighs o 4 others 
that were on elephants or on the backs of steeds or on the Earth, O «rc l 
Many mighty car-warrioTs, »s they fkd away, felt not their lo» of limbs or 
the injury to their animals in that battle- Slaughtered with terrible shafts, 
the Panclttlas and the Srinjayas took the motion of even a straw fur Kama, 
(so great was their flight). Deprived 0 / their senses, the warriors took their 
flying friends for Kama and fled away from these in fear. Kama pursued 
the broken and retreating host, O Bharat*, shooting his shafts on all 6ides, 
Indeed, in that battle, the retreating warriors, deprived of their senses, were 
slaughtered in thousands. The Panchalas were incapable of making a stand, 
while they were thus slaughtered with mighty weapons by Kama, that 
illustrious hero. Others, only looked at by Ebons, fled away on all sides. 
Then king Yudhishthita, beholding his army flying away, and regarding 
retreat to be advisable, addressed Pbalguna and sakl,— Behold the mighty 
bowman Kama stationed there like Rudra himself armed with his bow ! 
He ho «d him scorching everything around like the blazing Sun himself, at this 
fierce hour, this dead of night 1 These wails are being incessantly heard, O 
Partha, of thy helpless friends wbo arc uttering them, mangled by the shafts 
of Kama ’ The manner in which Kama is aiming and letting off his shafts 
is such that no interval can be noticed between the two acts I He will, O 
Partha, annihilate all our friends I Dc that now, O Dhananjaya, about the 
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slauahter o f Kama, which, according to thy judgment, should next be done 
and the time for which may have come !— Thus addressed (by Yudhishthira), 
Partha said unto Krishna, — The royal son of Dbarma rs frightened today at 
the prowess of Kama ! When Kama's division is thus acting (towards us) 
repeatedly, do thou speedily adopt that course which should now be adopted ! 
Our army is dying away I O slayer of Madhu, our troops, broken and 
mangled with Drona's shafts and frightened by Kama, arc unable to make 
a stand ! I see Kama careering fearlessly ! Our foremost of car-warriors 
are dying away i Kama is scattering his keen shafts. I cannot, like a 
snake incapable of putting up with the tread of a human being upon Its 
body, bear to see him thus careering at the head of battle, before my eyes, 
O tiger of Vrishni’s race ! Proceed, therefore, tu that spot where the mighty 
car-warrior Kama is r Either I will kill him, O slayer of Madhu, or let him 
slay me I*— 

“ ‘Vasudeva said, —I behold Kama. O son of Kunti, that tiger among 
men, that warrior of superhuman prowess, careering in batik like the chief 
of the celestials himself ! 0 Dhananjaya, there none else capable of 
advancing agaisc him in battle; save thee, O tiger among men, and the 
K*kihasa Ghatotkacha ! I do not, however, O sinless one, regard the time 
%o have come, O mighty-artued one, for tboe to encounter the Su/as son in 
battle ! The blazing dart, resembling a mighty meteor, given him by Vasava, 
is still with him, 0 thou of mighty arms, kept for tbee with care, by the 
Svtas son ! He keepeth that dart by him, and bath now assumed a terrible 
form ! As regards Ghatotkacha, lie u always devoted to jruu and desirous 
of your good t Let tbe mighty Ghatotkacha proceed against the son of 
kadha ! Endued with tbe prowess of a celestial, he has been begot by the 
mighty Bhima l In him are celestial weapons os also those used by M&ksfcasas 
and Aturas, He will vanquish Kama I have no doubt of it !— Thus 
addressed (by Krishna), the mighty-armed Partha of eyes like lotus fietals 
Bummoned that Rtlstos*. The latter soon came before him, dad in mail, 
and armed, O king, with sword, arrow, and bow. Saluting Krishna as also 
Dhananjaya the son of Fandu he proudly said,— Here I am, command me ! — 
Then he of Dasarha’s race, addressed Hidimva T s son, that Rakshasa of blazing 
mouth and fiery eyes and body of the hue of clouds, and said these words : — 
Listen, O Ghatotkacha, attend to what l ray ! The time is come for the 
display of thy prowess, and not of anybody else ! Be thou tbe raft in this 
battle to the sinking Pandavas I Thou hast diverse weapons, and many kinds 
of RaMshat* illusion l Behold, O son of Hidimva, the army of tbe Pandavas 
is being beaten by Kama on the field of battle like a herd of kinc by the 
herdsman I Yonder, tbe mighty bowman Kama. endued with great 
Intel lingence and steady prowess, is scorching the foremost of Kshatriyas 
among tbe divisions of the Pandava host ! Afflicted by his fiery arrows the 



* In the Beogal texts this is a triplet.— T. 
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Pandava warriors are incapable of *uy;ng in front of that firm bowman who 
is shooting showers of mighty shafts I Afflicted at dead of night by the 
Sutai son with his arrowy showers, the PanchaUs arc flying away \iki a herd 
of deer afflicted by a lion. Except thee, O thou of terrible prowess, there is 
none else that can withstand the Suta's son who is thus engaged in battle I 
Aided by thy energy and might, do thou, O mighty armed one. accomplish that 
which is worthy of thy own self, of thy maternal rare, and of thy 
sires ! It is even for this, O son of Hidimva. that men desire children, rw., 
fur being rescued from difficulties ! Do thou now Tescue thy kinsmen ! O 
Ghatotkaha, sires desire sons for achieving Liven own objects i Children, 
those sources of good, are expected to rescue their sires both here and 
hcrealtcr ! Illustrious thou art, and thy might in battle is terrible and 
unrivalled ! While contending in battle, there is none equal to thee 1 O 
scorcher of foes, he thou the means by which the Panda vas who are 
routed by Kama with his shafts this night, and who are now sinking in 
the Dhartarashtra ocean, may safely reach the shore ! At night, Rnkikaiai 
again become endued with unlimited prowess, great might, and great courage ! 
They become {at such an hour) warriors of gTeal valour and incapable 
of defeat ! Slay Kama in battle, at this dead of night, aided by thy 
illusions I The Paribas, with DhrishUdyumna, will dispose of Drona 1— 

‘"Sarijuya continued,— ‘Hearing those words of Keiava, Vibhatsu also, O 
Kauravya, said these words unto that chastiser of foes, si's , the Raklkata 
Ghatotkacha 0 Gbatotkacha, thyself the long-armed Satjuki, and Hhimasena 
the ion of Pandu, these three, in my judgment, arc the foremost ones amiaig 
all our warriors ! Go And encounter Kama in single combat this night. Tbe 
mighty car-warrior Satyaki will protect thy rear i Assisted by the Satwata 
hero, slay the brave Kama in battle, as Indru in days of old had slain (the 
Asura) Tanka, aided by (the celestial generalissmo) Skanda ! — 

* 'Gbatutkach said,— I am match for Kama, as also for Drona, O Jiharata, 
or for any illustrious Kahatriya accomplished in weapons ! This night 
1 shall ti^bt such a battle with the Suta's son aa will form the subject of talk 
as long as the world lasts 1 To-night I will spate neither the brave nor tbe 
timid nor those that will with joined hands pray for quarter ! Following tbe 
Rakihaia usage, 1 shall slay all !— 

“Sanjaya continued,— ‘Having said these words, that slayer of hostile herces, 
nf*-, the son of Hidimva, rushed against Kama in that dreadful fight frighten- 
ing thy troops. The Sutai son, thar tiger among men, smilingly received 
that angry warrior of blaring mouth and blaring locks- The battle then that 
took place between Kama and that Ri\Msk(ua % both roaring against each other, 
O tiger among kings, resembled that between Indra and Prahlada (in days of 
yore)." 
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SECTION CLXXV. 

ssid, — Beholding the might y-armed Gliatotkacha, O king, 
jiroceeding towards the car of the Suta's son, Kama, foe slaughtering 
him in battle, thy ton Djryodhana addrening Dusaasana, said these words : — 
The seeing die prowess of Kama io battle, is speedily advancing 

against him ! Resist that mighty car-warrior 1 Surrounded by a mighty force 
proceed to thuspot where the mighty Kama, the son of Vikartana is contend- 
ing with the Raktkata in battle ! O giver of honours, surrounded by troops 
and exerting thyself rigorously protect Kama in battle ! I^t not the ItTriblc 
Rahsham slay Karat in consequence of our carelessness !— Meanwhile, 0 
king, JausurVs mighty son, that foremost of sraitera, approaching l>uryudhana, 
said unto him, — O Duryodhaiu, commanded by thee, I denre to slay, with their 
followers, thy foes of cclebnty, ni, the Pandavas, those warriors incapable ui 
being easily defeated in hattle ! My father was the mighty Jatasura, that 
foremost of Rato hat a I Formerly, having performed some ^aiiAaia-slaying 
incantations, the despicable sons of Pritha &lcw him l I desire to worship my 
dead sire by offering him the blood of his foes, and their flesh, O monarch 1 
It bthovetb thee to grant me permission I — The king thus addressed, became 
exceedingly delighted, and said untu him repeatedly, — Aided by Druna and 
Kama and others I am quite competent to vanquish my foes ! Commanded, 
however, by me, 0 Rakihaia, go thou to bailie and slay Ghatotkacha in the fight 
that Ratohasa of fierce deeds, born of man, ever devoted to the weifare ol the 
Pandavas, and always slaying our elephants and steeds and car-warriors in 
battle, himself all the while staying in the welkin I 0, despatch him tu 
Yuma's abode I — Saying— So be it, — and summoning Ghatotkacha 

to the tight, Jatasura’s >on shrouded the son of Bbiroaaena with 
diverse kinds of weapons. The son of Hidimva, however, alone and 
unsupported, began to grind Alamvusha and Kirns and the vast Kuru 
host, like a tempest crushing a mass oi clouds. Seeing then the power 
of (Ghatolkacha's) illusion, the Ratohaia Alamvusha covered Ghatotkacha 
with showers of diverse kinds of arrows. Having pierced Bhiraasena’s son 
with many shafts, Alamvusha, without losing any time, began to afflict 
the Pandava host with his arrows. Thus afflicted by him, O Bbarata, the 
Pandava troops, at dead of night, broke and fled away like clouds dis- 
persed by a tempest. Similarly thy host also, mangled with the shafts of 
Ghatotkacha, fled away at dead of night, O king, in thousands, throwing 
down their torches. Alamvusha then, excited with great wrath, struck 
Bhima6ena*s son in that dreadful battle with many shafts, like 1 guide 
striking an elephant. Then Gbatotkacba cut off into minute fragments the 
car, the driver, and all the weapon* of his foe, and laughed frightfully. 
Then like the clouds pouring torrents of min on the mountains of Mem, 
Ghatotkacha poured showers of arrows on Kama, Alamvusha, and all the 
Kurus- Afflicted by the Rnkikasa, the Kuru host became exceedingly 
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agitated. The four kinds of forces, of wLich thy Army consisted, began 
to press and crush one another. Then Jatuura’s son, earless and driver- 
less, wrathfully struck Ghatotkacha, in that battle, with his fists. Thus 
struck, Ghatotkacha trembled like a mountain with its trees and creepers 
and glass at the time of an earthquake. Then Bhituasena’s son, mad with 
rage, raising his nwn foe-sUying arm that resembled a spiked mace, dealt 
a severe blow on JaUsura’s son. Crushing him then in rage, Hidimva’c 
son quickly threw him dawn, and seizing him with his two arms he began 
to press him with gieat force upon the Earth. Then Jatajura’s son, freeing 
himself from Ghatotkacha, rose up and assailed Ghatotkacba with great 
impetuosity. Alamvusha also, dragging and throwing down the ItaJkskaia 
Ghatotkacha, in that battle, began to crush him :n rage on the surface 
of the Earth. The lattle then that took place between those two roaring 
and gigantic warriors, eft., Ghatotkacha and Alantvusha, became exceedingly 
fierce and made the hair to stand on end. Endeavouring lo prevail over 
each other by means of their jxiwers of illusion, those two proud warriors, 
endued with gTeat energy, fought with each other like Indra and Vito- 
efiana’s son Becoming fire and the ocean, and once more Garuda and 
Takshako, and once again a cloud and a tempest, and then thunder and 
a Urge mountain, and once again an elephant and a tiger and then Rahu 
and the Sun, they thus displayed a hundred different kinds of illusion, 
solicitous of destroying each other. Indeed, AUmvusha and Ghatotkacha 
faught most wonderfully, striking each other with spiked clubs and maces 
and lances and mallets and axes and short dubs and mountain -cliffs. 
Riding on horseback or on elephants, on foot or on car, those foremost 
of Aakshaias, both endued with large powers of illusion, fought with each 
other in battle. Then Ghatotkacha, O king, desiring to slay Alamvusha, 
soared aloft in rage and then alighted with great quickness like a hawk. 
Seraing then that gigantic prince of Rakihauis ns., Alamvusha, who thus 
struggled with him, he pressed him down on the Earth like Vishnu slaying 
(the Amra) Maya m battle. Taking a scimitar of wonderful appearance, 
Ghatotkacha of immeasurable prowess then cut off from his trunk, 0 king, 
his fierce and mighty foe's terrible head that was still uttering awful 
roars. Seizing that blood-dyed head by the hair, Ghatotkacha quickly 
proceeded towards Duryodhana's car. Approaching (the Kuru king), the 
mighty-armed Rakstaia, smiling the while, threw upon Duryodhana’s car 
that head with frightful face and hair. Uttering then a fierce roar, deep 
as that of the clouds in the season or tains, be addressed Duryodhana, 
O king, and slid,— This thy ally is now stain,— be, that is, whose prowess 
thou hadsl beheld 1 Thou shall see the slaughter of Kama again, and 
then thy own I One that is observant of these three, rfs., morality, profit 
and pleasure, should never see with empty hands a king, a Brahmana, 
or a woman ! # Live cheerfully till that time when 1 slay Kama I— Having 

* It is for this that 1 see thee with this head as a tribute.—' T. 
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said these words, he then, 0 king, proceeded towards Kama, 
shooting hundreds of keen arrows upon the head of Kama. The battle then Uut 
took place between that human warrior and that Kakihai a t was fierce 
and terrible, O king, and exceedingly wonderful. 1 n 



SECTION CLXXVI. 

“Dhritamhtra said,— ‘How, indeed, did that battle take place when at 
dead of night Vikartana's son Kama and the Makihaia Ghatotkacha 
encountered each other ? What aspect did that fierce XaMata then 
present ? What kind of car did he rule, and what was the nature of 
his steeds and what of his weapons ? What was the lire of his steeds, 
of the standard of liiB car, and of hit bow ? What was the kind of 

armour lie wore, and what the head-gear he had on ? Asked by me, describe 
all this, for thou art skilled in narration, O San jay* 1 

u Sanjaya said,— ‘Of bxiod-red eyes, Ghatotkacha was of gigantic form. 
Hii face was of the hue of copper. Ilis belly was low and sunk. 

The bristles on his body ill pointed upwards. His head was green. 
His ears were like arrows. His cheek bones were high. His mouth was 
large, extending from ear to ear. His teeth were keen, and four of 

these weie high and pointed. His tonge and lips were very long and 
of a coppeTy hue. His brows were long-oxtending. His nose was thick 
His body was blue, and neck red. Tall as a hill, he was terrible to 

behold. Of gigantic frame, gigantic arras, and gigantic head, he was 

endued with great might Ugly and of hard limbs, the hair on his bead 
was tied upwards in a frightful shape. His hips were large and his navel 
was deep. Of gigantic frame, the circumference of his body, however, 
was not great The ornaments on his arms were proportionate. Possessed 

of Urge powers of illusion, he was decked ato in Anfadat. He wore 

a cuirass on his breast like a circle of 6re on the breast of a mountain. 
On his head was a bright and beautiful diadem made of gold, with 

every part proportionate and beautiful, and looking like an arch. His- 
car-rings were bright as the morning Sun, and his garland* were made 
of gold and exceedingly bnght He had on bis body a gigantic armour 
of t>Ta» of great effulgence. His car was decked with a hundred 

tinkling bells, and on his standard waved numerous blood-red banners. 
Of prodigious proportions, and of the measure of a na/wa, that car was 
covered with bearskins. Equipt with all kinds of mighty weapons, 

it possessed a tall standard and was adorned with garlands having 

eight wheels, and its cluter resembled the roar of the clouds. 

His steeds were like infuriate elephants, and possessed of red eyes ; of 
tenible aspect, they were variegated in hue, and endued with great 
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■peed *nd might. Above aU fatigue, *nd adorned with Jong mane*, and 
neighing repeatedly, they bote that hero to battle. A &akih*%* of 
tetrible eyes, lery mouth, and bluing ear-rings, acted as his driver, 
holding the reins, bright u the rays of the sun, of his steeds in battle. 
With that driver he came to battle like Surya with his driver Arur.a. 
Looking like a high mountain encircled with a mighty cloud, a vety 
tall standard, touching the heaven*, was set up on his car. A carnivorous 
and awful vulture of blood-red body perched on it. He came, forcibly 
drawing hes bow whose twang resembled the thunder of lodra, and 
whose string was very hard, and which measured a doaen cubits in length 
and one cubit in breadth.* Filling all the points of the compass with 
shafts cif the measure of the Aksha of a car, the Kakshasa rushed 
against Kama on that night that was so destructive of heroes. Staying 
proudly on his car, as he stretched liis bow, the twang that was heard 
resemb'ed the sound of the roaring thunder. Frightened by him, O 
Bharata, all thy troops trembled like the surging waves of the ocean. 
Beholding that frightful kakskaut of horrible eyes advancing against him, 
Radba's eon, as if smiling, withstood him speedily. And Kama 
proceeded against the smiting JHMaus, smiling him in return from a 
near point, like an elephant ajtainst an elephant or the leader of a 
bovine herd against the leader of another herd. The collision that 
took place between them, i. *, Kama and the Kakikata, O king, 
became terrible an A resembled that between India and Sam vara. Each 
taking a formidable bow of loud twang struck and covered the other 
with powerful shafts. With straight 5 lulls sped from bows drawn to 
their fullest attetch, they mangled each other, piercing their coats of 
mail made of brass. With darts of the measure of Aksha* , and shafts 
also, they continued to mangle each other, like a couple of tigers or 
of mighty elephants with their teeth or tusks. Piercing each other's body, 
aiming shafts at each other, scorching each other with clouds of arrows, 
they became incapable of being gased aL With limbs pierced and mangled 
with shafts, and bathed in streams of blood, they looked like two hills of 
chalk with rivulets running adown tbeir breasts. Those two mighty car- 
warriors, both struggling vigorously, both with limbs pierced with keen- 
pointed shafts, and each mangling the other, failed, however, to make each 
other tremble. For a long time that nocturnal combat between Ksma and 
the Jtakihaia in which both seemed to sport, making life itself tbc stake, 
continued equally. Aiming keen shafts and shooting them to the utmost 
measure of his might, the twang of Gliatotkacha's bow inspired both friends 



• An araini is a cubit measuring irom the elbow to the end of tbc little 
finger.— T. 
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and (oca with fear.* At that time, O king, Rama could not prevail over 
Gbaiotkaeba. Seeing this, that foremost of all persons acquainted with 
weapons, invoked into existence celestial weapons. Beholding a celestial 
weapon aimed at him by Kama, Ghatotkacha, that foremost of R*kthasat % 
invoked into existence bis Rakihasa illusion. He was seen surrounded by 
a large force of terrible* looking Rabikasat aimed with lances and large 
rocks and bills and clubs, t Beholding Ghatotkacha advancing with a mighty 
weapon uplifted (in his bands) like unto the Destroyer himself of all 
creatures armed with his fierce and fata! club, all the kings there 
were struck with fear. Terrified at die leonine roars uttered by Ghatotkacha, 
the elephants passed urine and all tbe combatants trembled with fear. 
Then there fell on all sides a thick rain of reeks and stones (toured 
incessantly by tbe Rakihaiai, who had, in consequence of midnight, 
become inspired with greater strength.} Iron wheels at *A*Bhutundis 9 and 
darts and lances and spears and and axes also began to fall 

incessantly. Beholding that fierce and terrible battle, all the kings, as also 
thy sons and the other combatants, fled away in fear. Only one amongst 
them ti»., Kama, proud of the fxiwer of his weapons, and feeling a noble 
pride, trembled not. Indeed, with his shafts he destroyed that illusion 
invoked into existence by Ghatotkacha. Beholding liis illusion dispelled, 
Ghatotkacha, filled with rage, began to shoot deadly shafts from desire of 
slaying the Suta’t son. Those shafts, bathed in blood, piercing through 
Kama's body in that dreadful battle, entered the Earth like angry snakes. 
Then the valiant son of the Suta, filled with rage and possessed of great 
lightness of hands, prevailing over Ghatotkacha, pierced the Utter with ten 
shafts. Then Ghatotkacha, thus pterced by the Sutai son in his vital parts 
and reeling great pain, took up a celestial wheel having a thousand radii. 
The edge of that wheel was sharp as a razor. Possessed of die splendour 
of tbe morning Suo. and decked with jeweb and gems, Bhimascru'a son 
hurled that wheel at the son of Adhiratha, desirous of making an end of the 
latter. That wheel, however, of great power and hurled also with great 
might, was cut off into pieces by Kama with his shafts, and fell down, baffled 
of iu object, like the hopes and purposes of an unfortunate oun. Filled 
with rage upon beholding his wheel baffled, Ghatotkacha covered Kama 
with showers of shafts like Rahu covering the sun. The Suta's son, however, 
endued with the pruwess of Rudra or of India’s younger brother or of Indra, 
fearlessly shrouded Ghatotkacha'a car in a moment with winged arrows. 
Then Ghatotkacha, whirling a gold-decktd ruace, hurled it at Kama. Kama, 
however, with his shafts, cutting it off, caused it to fall down. Then soaring 

♦ Both readings, off., ataktam and asaklam are correct. The former 
means 'engaged’ ; the latter, *to the measure of his might'.— T. 

t Tbe second line of 35 is read differently in the Bombay edition.— T. 

} Rukthatas at certain hours were believed to be inspired with gteatei 
strength.—' T. 
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into tbc sky and roaring deep tike a man of clouds, tbc gagaotic Rakikasa 
poured from the welkin a perfect shower of trees. Then Kama pierced with bis 
shafts BhiniRsena's son In the sky, that RaAshasa acquainted with illusions, like 
the Sun piercing with his rays a nusa of clouds- Slaying then all the steeds 
of Ghatotkacha, and cutting also his cat into a hundred pieces, Kama began 
to pour upon him his arrows tike a cloud pouring torrent! of rain. On 

Ghatotkacba’s body there was not even two fingers* breadth oJ space that 

was not pierced with Kama’s shafts. Soon the Rakiha sa sceraod to be 
like a porcupine with quills erect on his body. So completely was he shrouded 
with shafts that we could not, in that battle, any longer see either the 
steeds or the car or the standard oi Ghawtkach* or Ghatotkacha 
himself. Ikestroying then by his own weapon the celestial weapon of 
Karna, Ghatotkacha, endued with the power of illusion, began to fybt 
with the .Sm/fl’r son, aided by his powers of illusion. Indeed, he 

began to fight with Kama, aided by his illusion and displaying the 

greatest activity. Showers of thafts fell from in invisible source from the 
welkin. Then Bhimasena's sou endued with great powers of illusion, O 
foremost of the Kurus, assumed a fierce form, aided by those powers and 
began to stupify the Kauravai , O Bbarau ! The valiant RaMihaia, aasuming 
many fierce and grim heads, began to devour the celestial weapons of the Suin' f 
son. Soon again, the gigantic Rakikasa, with a hundred wounds on his body 
seemed to lie cheerlessly and as if dead, on the field. The Kannva 
bulls then, regarding Ghatotkacha dead, uttered loud shouts (of joy). Soon, 
however, he was seen on all sides, careering in new forms. Once more 
lie was seen to assume a prodigious form, with a hundred beads and a hundred 
stomachs, and looking like the Maioaka mountain.* Once again, becoming 
small about the measure of the thumb, he moved about transversely or soared 
aloft like the swelling surgCB of the sea. Tearing through the Earth and 
rising on tbc surface, be dived again into ihe waters. Once seen here be 
was next seen at a different place. Descending then from the welkin, be 
waa seen standing, clad in mail, on a car decked with gold, having wandered 
through Earth and sky and all the points of the compass, auded by his powers 
of illusion. Approaching then the vicinity of Kama's cw, Ghatotkacha, with 
bis ear-rings waving, fearlessly addressed the Smta's son, O monarch, and 
said,— Wait a liule, 0 Suta't son ? Whither shalt thou go with life, avoiding 
me I I shall today, on the field of battle, quell thy desire fof fight ! — HaviDg 
said those words, that Rakskasa of cruel prowess and eyes red like copper 
in wrath, soared aloft Jinto the sky and laughed aloud. Like a lion smiting 
a prince of elephants, be began to strike Kama, pouring upon him a shower 
of shafts, each of the measure the Aktka, of a cir. Indeed, he poured 
that arrowy shower upon Karna, that bull among cat-wanton, like a 
cloud pouring torrents of rain on a mountain. Kama destroyed that shower 
of arrows from a dis tance. Behol ding h i s illusion destroyed by Ka rna, O 
♦ yainaka, the son of Himavat, has a hundred heads.— T. 
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bull of Bhanu'a race, Gbatctkacha once more created an illusion and made 
himself invisible. He became a high mountain with many summits and 
abounding with tall trees. And from that mountain incessantly issued 
streams of lances and spears and swords and clubs. Seeing that mountain, 
which resembled a mighty mass of antimony, with its streams of fierce 
weapons, on the welkins, Kama was not at all agitated. Smiling the while, 
Kama invoked into existence a celestial weapon. Cut off with that weapon, 
that huge mountain wn destroyed. Then the fierce Glulotkacba, becoming 
a blue cloud with a rainbow, in the welkin, began to pour upon the Suta's 
son a shower of stones. Vikartan's son Kama, who was called also Vrisha, 
that foremost of all persons -acquainted with weapons, aiming a Vayavya 
weapon, destroyed that dark cloud. Then covering all the points of tho 
compass with innumerable shafts, he destroyed a weap:>n that had been 
aimed at him by Gbatotkacha, The mighty son of Bhimaecfia then, laughing 
loud in that battle, once more invoked into existence an all-powerful illusion 
against the mighty car-warrior Kama. Once more beholding that foremost 
of warriors, ris. ( Gh|totkacha, fearlessly approaching him surrounded by a 
large number of Rakskasa that resembled lions and tigers and infuriate 
elephants in prowess, some riding on elephants, some on cars, and some on 
horse back, all armed with diverse weapons and clad in diverse kinds of mail 
and diverse kinds of ornaments in fact, beholding Gbatotkacha surrounded 
by those fierce Raktkaia like Vasava by tbc Marais, the mighty bowman 
Kama began to battle with him fiercely. Then Ghatotlcacba, piercing Kama 
with five shafts, uttered a tcmble roar, frightening all the kings. Once more 
shooting an Anjalika weapon, Ghatotludu quickly cut off the bow in Kama's 
band along with the arrowy shower the Utter had shot. Kama then taking out 
another bow that was strong and capable of bearing a great strain and that 
was as large as Indra's bow, drew it with great force. Then Kama sped 
some foe-slaying shifts of golden wings at those sky ranging Rakskasa *, 
Afflicted with those shafts, that large foes of broad-chested Rakshatas 
looked agitated like a herd of wild elephants afflicted by a lion. 
l>cstroying with his shafts those Rakshasas along with their steeds and 
drivers and elephants, the puissant Kama looked like tbc divine Agni 
conwroirg all creatures at the time of the universal dissolution. Having 
destroyed that Rakskasa host, the Suta's son looked resplendent like 
the god Maheawara in heaven alter having consumed the triple city 
(of the Asuras). Among those thousands of kings on the Pandava 
side, O sire, there was not a single one, 0 monarch, that could even 
look at Kama then, save the mighty Gbatotkacha, that prince of Rakshasas, 
who was endued w:tb terrible energy and strength, and who, inflamed 
with rage, then looked like Yama himself. Prom bis eyes, excited as 
be then was with wrath, flaiues of fire seemed to emanate, like blazing 
drops of oil from a couple of burning brands. Striking his paim against 
palm and biting his nether li|\ the Rakskasa was once more seen on a 




DRONA PARVA 



41 * 

car that hid been created by his illusion, and unto which were yoked 
a number of asses looking like elephants and haring the faces of Phathas . 
Excited with wrath, he addressed his driver, saying,— Rear me toward* 
the Suin' i son 1 — Then that foremost of car-warriors proceeded on that 
terrible-looking car o t his, for once more fighting a single combat with 
the Suta's jod, O king ! The Rakshata, excited with rage, hurled at 
the Suin' s son an Aiani of Rudra’s workmanship, terrible and furnished 
with eight wheels, Kama, placing his bow on his car, jumped down 
on the earth and seising that Atani hurled it back at Gbatotkacha. 
The latter, however, had quickly descended from his car (before the 
weapon could reach it). The Atani, meanwhile, of great effulgence, basing 
reduoed die RaMaiats car to aibes, with its speeds, driver, and standard 
piercing through the Eanh, disappeirod within its bowe!s, at which the 
gods were all filled with wonder. Then all creatures applauded Kama, 
who, having jumped down from hi* car, had seised that AsnnL Having 
achieved that feat, Kama once m-we ascended his car. The Suin' i son Out 
scorcher of foes, then began to shoot hi* shafts. Indeed, O giver of honors, 
there is none else amongst all living creatures who can accomplish what Kama 
accomplished in that frightful battle. Struck by Kama with shafts like 
a mountain with torrents of rain, Gbatotkhacha once more disappeared 
from the view like the melting forms of vapour in the sky. Contending 
in this way, the gigantic Rakskasa t that slayer of foes, destroyed the 
celestial weapons of Kama by means of his activity as also bis power 
of illusion. Seeing his weapons destroyed by the Raksknia aided by 
his powers of illusion, Kama, without being inspired with fear, continued 
to fight with the cannibal. Then, O monarch, the mighty son of Bbimascna 
excited with wrath, didived his own self into many pitta, frightening all 
the mighty car-warriors (of the Kuru army). Then there caiue on the 
field of battle lions, and tigers, and hyenas, and snakes with fiery 
tongues, and birds with iron beaks. As regard* Gbatotkacha himself, 
struck with the keen arrows that were sped from Kama's bow, that huge 
Kakikaui t looking like (Himvata) the prince of mountains, disappeared 
there and then. Then many Rakthasas and Piiachas and YatudJkamas % 
and Urge number of wolves and loopards, of frightful faces, ruBhed 
towards Kama for devouring him. These approached the Suin' t son, 
uttering fierce bowls for frightening him. Kama pierced every one 

of those monsters with many swift-winged and terrible shafts that 
drank their blood. At Ust, using a ccleitia! weapon he destroyed 
that illusion of the Rakskasa. He then, wi;h some straight 

and fierce shafts, struck the steeds of Gbatotkacha. These, with 
broken and maimed limbs, and their backs cut by those shafts, fell 
down on tbe Earth, in the very sight of GluUotkacba. The son of Hsdimva, 
seeing his illusion dispelled, once more made himself invisible, saying unto 
Karra tbe son of Vikattana,— 1 will presently compass thy destruction f r 
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SECTION CLXXVII. 

“Sanjaya said,— ’During tbe pragma of that battle between Kama and th« 
RaksAaSa, the valiant Abyudha, that prince of Rakskasa, appeared (on tlie 
field). Accompanied by a large force, he approached Duryadhana, Indeed, 
surrounded by many thousands o t frightful RaJkshaSa of diverse forms and 
endued with great heroism, he appeared (on the fidd) recollecting Im old 
quarrel (with the PandavasX His kinsman.thc valiant Vaka, wlio ate Braluuanas, 
as also Kirraira of great energy, and his friend Hidimva, bad been slain (by 
Ubiiua). He had waited for a long time, brooding over his old quarrel. Lear- 
ning now that a nocturnal battle was raging, he came, impelled by the desire 
of slaying Rhima in fight, like an infuriate elephant or an angry snake. Desirous 
of battle, he addressed Duiyodbana and raid,— It is known to thee, how my 
kinsmen, the Rakskasa Vaka and Kirraira and Hiduava, have been slain by 
Bbxma. What shall I say more, the virgin Hindimva was formerly deflowered 
by him, disregarding us and the other RakiMaia l I am hero, O king, to slay 
that Bhima with all his followers, steeds, cars, and elephants, as also that son of 
Hidimva with his frieods I Slaying today all the sons of Kunti, with Vosudeva 
and others that walk hefure them, 1 will devour th:m with all their followers I 
Command all thy troops to desist from battle- We will fight with the PancUvas I. 

•‘Hearing these wards of his, Duryodhana becama very glad. Surrounded 
by bis brothers, the king, accepting the words of the Rakthasa % said,— Placing 
thee with thine in the van, we will fight the foe ! My troops will not stand as 
indifferent spectators since their enmity has not cooled 3— That bull amongst 
Raksh*sa> saying— Let it be so— unto the king, speedily proceeded against 
Bbima, accompanied by his cannibal force. Enduod with a blaring form, 
Alayudha rode a car possessed of the Sun. Indeed, 0 monarch, that car of his 
was similar to Ghatotkacha’s car. Tbe rattle also of AUyudha's was as deep 
as that of Gbatotkacha’s, and it was decked with many arches. That large car 
was covered with bear skins, and its measure was a nalwa. His steeds, like 
those of Gbaiothacha.wcre endued with great speed, resea) bled elephants in shape, 
and bad the voice of asses. Subsisting on Scab and blood and gigantic in size, 
a hundred of them were yoked unto his vehicle. Indeed, the rattle of his car, 
like that of Ghatotkacha’s was deep as the roar of a large cloud. His bow too, 
like that of his rival, was large and strong, and its string was as hard. His 
shafts also, winged with gold and whetted on stone,were as large as Gbatotkadui 
being of the measure of Akihai. The heroic Alayudha was as might y-artned 
as Gbatotkacha, and the standard of his car, endued with the splendour of 
the San or fire, was, hkc Ghatotkacha's, perched upon by vultures and 
ravens. In form he was more handsome than Ghatotktcha, and bis face, 
agitated (with wrath), looked blaring. With blaring Angadai and blaring 
diadem and garlands, decked with floral wreaths and head-gear and sword, 
armed with mace and BAuiunMi and short clubs and ploughs and bow and 
arrows, and with skin black and bard as that of tbe elephant, riding un ib*t 
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car possessed o( the splendour o £ fire, be looked, while employed in afflicting 
and routing the Pandora host, like a roving cloud in the welkin, decked 
with flashes of lightning. (As Alayudha came to battle), the principal kings 
oi the Panda va army, endued with great might, and armed with (sword and) 
shield, and dad in mail, engaged in fight, O king, with Joyous hearts. 



SECTION CL XXVI 11. 

Sanjayn said,— 1 'Beholding AUyudba of terrible deeds come to battle, all 
the KauruvM became filled with delight. Similarly thy sons having Duryo- 
d han for their head, (were filled with delight) like raftless men desirous of 
crossing the ocean when they meet with a raft. Indeed, the kings in the Kuru 
army then regarded themselves as persons reborn after death.* They all 
offered a respectful welcome to Alayudha During the progress that 
terrible and superhuuur battle between Kama and the Rakihasa at night, 
•a battle which though fierce was yet delightful to bebold, — the PancbaLas 
with all the other Ksh uriyjs smilingly looked on as spectator!. Meanwhile, 
thy soldiers, 0 king, though protected (by their leaden) all over the field 
and Drona and Drona's son and Krijxt and others, uttered loud wails, 
saying, — All is lost I— Indeed, beholding those feats of Hidimva’s son on 

the field of battle, all tby warriors were seriated with fear, and uttering 

cries of woe became almost deprived of tbeir senses. Tby troops, O king, 
all became hopeless of Kama's life. Then Duryodhana, beholding Kama 
(alien into great distress, summoned Alayudha and said unto him 
Yonder Vikoiuna's son Kama is engaged with the son of Hidimva, and 
is accomplishing such feats in battle as are worthy of his might and 
prowess 1 Bebold those brave kings stain by the son of Bhimasena, struck 

with diverse kinds of weapons (and lying on the field) like trees broken 

by an elephant. Amongst all my royal warriors, let this be thy share in 
battle, alloted by me, with thy permission, O hero ! Displaying thy prowess, 
slay thou this Rakihaia ! O crusher of foes, see that this wretch, rit.. 
Ghatotkacha, nuy not, relying on his powers of illusion, slay Kama the son 
of Vikartana before thou finisbest him ! — Thus addressed by the king, that 
Rakshaui of fierce prowess and mighty arms, saying,— So be it— rushed 
against Ghatotkacha. Then Bhimasena's son, O lord, abandoning Kama, 
began to grind his advacing foe wittb arrows. The bank then that took 
between those angry Rakskaia princes, resembled that between two infuriate 
elephants in the forest fighting for the sake of the same abeclephant in 
her season. Freed then from the Rakshnsn Kama, that foremost of car- 
warriors, rushed against Bhimasena, riding on his car of sobr effulgence. 
Beholding Ghatotkacha engaged with Alayudha in battle and afflicted like 

* 1 e. % they thought they obtained a new lease of life.— T. 
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leader of a bovine herd when engaged with a lion, Bhima, that foremost 
of sioitcrs, disregarding the advancing Kama, rushed toward* Alayudha, riding 
on his car of solar effulgence, and scattering clouds of shafts. Seeing 
Bhima advance* Alayudha, O lord, abandoning Ghatotkacha, proceeded 
against Bhima himself. Then Bhima, that exteTminater of RaksA, Mas, 
impetuously rushed towards him, O lord, and covered that prince of 
RMsasa with shafts. Similarly Alayudha, that chastiser of foes, repeatedly 
covered the son of Kunti with straight shafts whetted on stone. All the 
other Kakskusa* also, of terrible forms and armed with diverse weapon*, 
solicitous of the victory of thy sons, rushed against Bhimasena. The 
mighty Bhimasena, thus assailed by them, pierced each of them with 
five whetted shafts. Then those RakAasas of wicked understanding, 

thus received by Bhimasena, uttered luiid wails and lied away on all 

sides. The mighty Hakikcsa, beholding his followers frightened by 

Bhima, tusbed impetuously against Bhima and covered him with shafts. 
Then Bbimaacna, in that battle, weakened his foe by means of many 
keen pointed arrows. Amongst those arrows sped at him by Bhima, 

Akyudba speedily cut off some and seised others in tlut battle. Then 
Bhima of terrible pcowea, looking steadily at that prince of RaAsAasas, 
hurled at him with great force a mace endued with the impetuosity 

of the thunder. That macc, coursing towards him like a flame of 
fire, the cannibal struck with a macc of his own, whereupon the latter 
(baffling the former ) proceeded towards Bhima. Then the son of 

Kunti covered that prince of RabAaia, with showers of shafts. The 
RaktAasa with his own keen shafts, baffled a!l those shafts of Bhima. 
Then all those RaAsAaia warriors, of terrible forms, (rallying and 

returning to battle), at the command of their leader, began to slay the 
elephants (of Bhima’s force). The Panchalas and the Srtnjayas, the 
steeds and huge elephants (of Bhima' $ army), exceedingly afflicted by 

the Rakihaiai , became much agitated. Beholding that battle terrible, 
(fought between Bhima and the RaisAasa) Vesudeva that foremost of 
men, addressing Dhananjaya, said these words -.—Behold, the mighty- 
armed Bhima is succumbing to that prince of Rakshaias 1 Quickly pro- 
ceed in Bbinu’a wake, without thinking of anything else, O son of Panda I 
Meanwhile, let Dhrishtadyumna and Sikbandin, and Yudbamanyu and 
Uttamaujas, these mighty car-warrior, uniting with the sons of Draupadi, 
proceed against Kamn I Let Nakula and Sahadeva and the valiant Yuyu- 
dhana, O son of Pandu, at thy command, slay the other Rakskatos l Ai 
regards thyself, O mighty-armed one, do thou resist this division having 
Drona at its bead l O thou of mighty arms, great is the danger that 
threatens us now ’—After Krishna had said so, those foTcmoU of car- 
warriors, as commanded, proceeded against Kama the son of Vikartana, 
and against the other RaksAasm (fighting foe the Kurus). Then with 
some shafts resembling 9nakes of virulent poison and sped from his bow 
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drawn to its fullest stretch, the valiant pnnee of Rak&usas cut ufif Bhima's 
bow. The mighty cannibal next, in the veTy sight of Bhims, O Bharaca, 
slew the Utter's steeds and driver with some whetted shafts, S'.eedleaa 
and driver Jess, Bhima, descending from the terrace of his car, uttered a 
loud roar and hurled a heavy mace at his foe. That heavy mace, as 
it coursed impetuously towards hun with a terrible sound, the mighty 

cannibal baffled with a mace of his own. The latter then uttered a 

loud roar. Beholding that mighty and terrible feat of that prince of 
RaMskasas, Bhinusena. filled with joy, tailed another fierce mace. 

The battle then that toot place between that human warrior and 

Uut jfatatao, became dreadful. Wiih the clash of their descending 

maces, the Garth trembled violently. Casting aside their maces, they once 
more enoountered each other. They strucx each other with their clenched 
fists falling with the sound of thunder. Excited with rage, they enoaun* 
tered each other with car-wheels, and yokes, and Akthai and Adhuh- 
tkanas, and UfiasAaras, in fact, with anything that came in their way. 
Encountering each other thus and both covered with blood, they looked 
like a couple of infuriate elephants of gigantic sire. Then Hrisbikwu, ever 
devoted to the good of the Pandavas. beholding that combat, despatched 
Hidiinva’ss on for protecting Bhimasena.”" 



SECTION CLXXIX 

“Sanjaya said, — Seeing Bhima in that battle assailed by the cannibal 
Vasudeva, approaching Ohatotkacha, said unto him these words : — Behold, 

0 mighthy -armed one, Bhima is powerfully assailed by the RaMiMaia in battle, 
in the very sight of all the troop* and of thyself, O thou of great splendour I 
Abandoning Kama foe the present, quickly slay Alayudha, O mighty-armed 
one I T!>ju canst afterwards slay Kama I — Hearing these words of him of 
Vrishni’s race the valiant Ghatotkacha, abandoning Kama, encountered 
Alayudba, that prince of cannibals and brother of Vaka. The battle then 
that took place at night between those two cannibals, e»/>., Alayodha and the sun 

01 Hidiinva became fierce and dreadful, } Bhar&ta, Meanwhile the mighty 
car warrior Yuyudbana, and Nakuk, Sahadeva, pierced with keen shafts the 
warriors of Abytidha, «»., those terrible looking and heroic RakshaiOt who, 
armed with bows, were rushing impetuously at the.n. The diadem-decked 
Vibhatsu, O king, in that battle, shooting hi* arrows on all aides, began to 
overthrow many foremost of K&hatnyas. Meanwhile Kama, 0 king, in that 
battle agitated many kings and many mighty car-warriors amongst the 
Panchalas beaded by Dhnshudyumn* and Sikhandin and others. Beholding 
them slaughtered (by Kama), Bhima of terr.ble prowess nuhed speedily 
towards Kama, shooting his shafts in that battle. Then those warrior* also, 
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vis.. NakuaU and Sabadeva and »he mighty car-warrior S&tyaki, having slain 
the foksAasas, proceeded to that pi ice where the Safas sun was All of them 
then began to fig'nt with Kama, white ti»c Pancbalas encountered Urona. 
Then Alayudba, excited with rage, struck Gtwitotkach^tliat cSastisef of foes on, 
the head, with a gigantic Parigha With liie s.ruke of tliat Parigha, the mighty 
sod of Bhiroasena, endued with steal prowess, seemed to be in a state of 
partial swoon and sit down motinnle?*. Recovering ©on*c*mn»es«, the latter 
then, in that encounter, hurled at his foe a gold-decked maco adorned 
with a hundred bell* and looking like a blazing fire Hurled forcibly 
by that achieve* of fierce feat, that mace cruw*ed into piece* the 
steeds, the driver, and the loudly rattling car of Alayudlu. Having 
recourse to illusion, the latter then jumped down from that car of 
his, wIk»sc steed* and wheel* and Ahshas and rtandard and Kaurova 
had all been crushed into piece*. Relying on hi* illusion, he poured 
a copious siioncr of blood. The sky then seemed to be overpTead 
with a mass of black clouds adorned with flashes of lightning. A thunder- 
storm was then heard, accompanied with loud report* and loud roar* of 
douds. Laud sounds al*> of duU, chai, were heard in that dreadful battle. 
Beholding that illusion created by the Rakthata Alayudba, the Rahshata 
Gbatotkacha, soaring aloft, destroyed ft by means of his own illusion. Endued 
with poweT* of illusion, Alayudba. beholding his own illusion destroyed by 
tliat of his foe, began to pour a heavy shower of stones on Ghatotkacha. 
That terrible shower of stones, the valiant Ghatotkacha dispelled by means 
of a shower of arrows. They then rained on each other divers* weapons, 
such a* iron Parighas and spear* and maces and short clubs and mallet, and 
Plaahas and sword* and lances and long spear* and Kampana, and keen 
shaft* both long and broad-beaded, and arrows and disc and battle-axes, 
and Ayagudns and short arrow*, and weapon* with heads like those of kine, 
and Uiukhalas. And they struck each other, tearing up many kinds of 
large-branched tree* such a* Sami and PUu and Kafir a and Chamfaka, O 
Bharata, and Ingudi and Vadari and flowering Kamdara and Paiha and 
Ariweda and PlaAska and banian and peepol. and also witli divers-e mountain- 
summits decked with diverse kinds of metals. The clash of those trees and 
mountain-summits became very loud like the roar of riving thunder. Indeed, 
the battle battle took place between Bhima's son and Alayudba was. O king, 
dreadful in the extreme, like that in days of old, O monarch, between Vali and 
Sugriva, those two princes among monkeys. They struck each other with 
shafts and diverse other kinds of fierce weapon*, a* also with sharp scimi- 
tars. Then the mighty Rakikasas, rushing against each other, seized each 
other by the hair. And, O king, those two gigantic warriors, with many 
wound* un their bodies and blood and sweat trickling adowr., looked 
like two mighty masses of clouds pouring rain. Then rushing with speed 
and whirling the Raks&asa on high and dashing him down, Hidimva's 
sun cut off bis large bead. Then taking that bead decked with a pair 
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of ear-rings, the mighty Ghatntkacha uttered a loud roar. Beholding the 
gigantic brother of Vaka, that chastiseT of foes, that slain, the Pancbalas 
and the Pan divas began to utter l-nnine shouts. Then, upon the fall 
of the Rak shout, the Fandavas beat and blew thousands of drums and ten 
thousands of eonchs. That n>’h; th:n clearly indicated the victory of 
the Pandarag. Illumined with torches all around, and lesounding with the 
noise of musical instruments, the flight locked exceedingly resplendent. 
Then the mighty son of Rhimasena threw down the head of the slain Alayudha 
before DuryodhafU Duryodhana, beholding the heroic Alayudha slain, 
became, 0 Bharat i, filled with anxiety, with all his troopa. Alayudha, 
having come to Duryodhana of bis ovrn accord remembering his former 
quarrel, h»d wid unto him that lie would slay Bhi n» in battle. The 
Kuru king had regarded Bhima’s slaughter to be certain, and had believed 
that his brothers would all be long-lived. Beholding that Alayudha slain 
by Bhimasena's son, the Icing regarded Tlhima’s vow (about the slaughter 
of himself and his brothers) already fulfilled.* " 



SECTION CLXXX. 

*San]aya said, — ‘Having slain Alayudha, the Rtthsfaua Ghatotkacha became 
filled with delight. Standing at the head of the army he besan to utter 
diverse kinds of shouts I Hearing ihncp loud roars of his that made 
elephants tremble, a ^reat fear. 0 monarch, entered into the hearts of 
thy warriors. Beholding the mighty son of Bb maicna engaged with Alayu- 
dha, the mighty-armed Kama rushed against the Pancbalas He pierced 
Dbrishtadyumna and Sikbandin. each with ten stronz and Straight shafts 
sped from hi« bow dmwn to its fullest stretch. With a number of other 
powerful shafts, the Sulo's son then made Yudhamanyu and Uttamaujas, 
and the great car-warrior Sat yaks to temble. The bows of those warriors 
»l«m t O king, while they were engaged in striking Kama from all sides, 

were seen to be drawn into circles. On that ni^ht, the twang of their 

bow-strings and the rattle nf their car-wheeb, (mingling together) became 
loud and deep as the roar of the clouds at the close of summer. That 
nocturnal battle, O monarch, resembled a gathering mass of clouds The 
twang of bow-string and the nutle of car-wheels constituted its roar. The 
bows (nf warriors) constituted its lightning flashes ; and showers of shafts 
formed its downpour of ra n. Standing immovable like a hill and possessed 
of the strength of a prince of mountains, that grinder of foes, ri*., 
Vi kart ana's son Kama, O king, destroyed that wonderful shower of arrows 
shot at him. Devoted to the goad of thy sons, the htgh-sould Vaikar.ana, 
in the battle, began to strike his foes with lances endued with the force 

of thunder, and with whetted shafts cquipt with beautiful wings of gold. 

Soon the standard of some were broken and cut down by Karna, and the 
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bodies of other* pierced and mangled by him with keen arrows j and 
soon some were deprived of drivers, and some of their steeds. Exceedingly 
afflicted by the Surfs son in that battle, many of them entered the force 
of Yudhiththir*. Beholding them broken and compelled to retreat, Gbatotlcacha 
became mad with rage. Mounted on that excellent car of his that was 
decked with gold and jewels, he uttered a leonine roar, and approach- 
ing Vikar tana's son Kama, pierced him with shafts endued with the force 
of thunder. Both of them began to cover the welkin with barbed arrows, 
and cloth-yard shafts, and frogfaced arrows, and NaWtas and DanJai and 
A Jams and arrows bearing heads like the calf's tooth or the bore’s ear, 
and broad-headed shafts, and shafts pointed like horns, and others bearing 
heads like razors. The welkin, covered with that arrowy shower, looked, 
in consequence of those gold-winged shafts of blazing splendour coursing 
horizontally through it, as if hung with garlands of beautiful flowers. 
Bach endued with prowess equal to that of the other, they struck 
each other equally with powerful weapons. None could, in that battle, find 
any mark of superiority in either of those excellent heroes. Indeed, that baltie 
between the son of Surya and Bhima's son, characterised by a thick and 
heavy shower of weapons looked exceedingly beautiful and presented 
almost an unrivalled right like tire fierce encounter between Rahu and 
Surya in the welkin.' 

"Sanjaya continued,— When Ghatoikacha, 0 king, that foremost of all 
person! conversant with weapons, found that he could not prevail over 
Kama, he invoked into exigence a fierce and migbty weapon. With that 
weapon, the Rakikasa first slew the steeds of Kama and then the latter’s 
drivet. Having achieved that feat, Hidimva's son quickly made himself 
invisible ' 

“Dhritarashtra said,— When that Rakshas* fighting by deceitful means 
thus disappeared, tell me. O Sanjaya, wbat did the warriors of my army 
think y 

•Sanjaya laid, -•Seeing the Rakshasa disappear, all the Kautavas loudly 
said,— Appearing next, the Raiskas*, fighting deceitfully, will certainly slay 
Kama I— Then Kuna, endued with wonderful lightness in the uie of 
weapons, covered all sides with showers of shaft*. The welkin being covered 
with the darkness caused by that thick arrowy shower, all creatures became 
invisible. So great was the lightness of hands displayed by the Surfs son, 
that none could mark when he touched his quivers with hi* fingers, when 
he fixed his arrows on the bowstring, and when he aimed and sped them off. 
The entire welkin seemed to be shrouded with his arrows. Then a fierce 
and terrible illusion was invoked into existence by the RaksAasa in the 
welkin. We beh.e'd in the sky what appeared to us to be a mass of red 
clouds resembling the fierce fiamc of a blazing fbe. From that cluud issued 
Bashes of lightning, and many blazing brand*, O Kuro king ! And tremendous 
roars alw issued therefrom, like the noise of thousands of drums beat at cnce. 
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And from it fell many shafts winged with gold, and darts, and lances, 
and heavy club*, and otbcT similar weapons, and barde-axes, and scimitars 
Washed with oil, and axes of blazing edges, and spears, and Spiked maces 
emitting shining rays, ard beautiful maces of iron, and Jong darts of keen 
points, and heavy maces decked with gold and twined round with strings, and 
Satagfinjs t all around. And large rocks fell from it, and thousands of thunder- 
bolts with loud report, and many hundreds of wheels and razors of the 
splendour of fire. Kama, shooting showers of shafts, failed to destroy that 
thick and blazing downpour of darts and lances and swords and clubs. Loud 
became the uproar then of falling steeds slain by those shafts, and m J ghty 
elephants struck with thunder, and great car.warriors depcircd of life by other 
weapons. Afflicted by Ghatotkacha with that tcmbic shower of arrows all 
around, that host of Duryodhana, was seen to wander, in great pain, over 
the field. With cries of oh and ala$ % and exccodinply cheerless, that wander- 
ing host seemed on the point of being annihilated. Tlic leaders, however, 
in consequence of the nohility of the r hearts, fled not away with faces turned 
from the field. Beholding that exceedingly frightful and awful shower of 

mighty weapons, caused by the Raikkauii illusion, falling u,;on the field, 

and seeing their vast army incessantly slaughtered, thy son9 became inspired 
with great fear. Hundreds of jackals with tongues blazing like fire and of 
terrible yells, began to cry. And, 0 king, the (Kaurava) warriors, beholding 
the yelling Raiskams, became exceedingly distress* i. Those terrible RaMasas 
with fiery tongues and hlazingly months and sharp teeth, and with forms huge 
as hills, stationed in the welkin, with darts in grasp, looked like clouds pour- 
ing torrents of rain. Struck and crushed with those fierce shafts and darts 

and linccs and maces and spiked clubs of biasing splendour ; and thun- 

der-bolts and Pitta&as and Asanii and disci's and Satagknis, the (Kaurava) 
troops began to fall down. The RaAsAasas began to pour upon the 
warriors of thy son long darts, and treacle, and SatagMs, and Sfkunat 
made of black iron and twined with strings of jute. Then all the com- 
batants became stunned. Brave warriors, with weapons broken or loosened 
from their grasp, or deprived of heads, or with fractured limbs began 
to fall down on the field. And in conaequcoce of the falling rucks, 
steeds and elephants and cars began to be crushed. Those Va/uJAansa 
of terrible forms, created by Ghatotkacha with tbe aid of his powers of 
illusion pouring that thick shower of mighty weapons, spared neither 
those that were terrified nor those that begged for quarter. During that 
cruel carnage of Kuru heroes, brought on by Death himself, during tint 
extermination of Kshitrlya^ the Kiurava warriors suddenly broke and fied 
with speed, crying aloud,— Fly, ye Kaumvas ! All is lost I The gods with 
Indra at their bead are slaying us for the sake of tbe Pandavas 1— At 
that time there was none that could rescue the sinking Bharata troops. 
During that fierce uproar and rout and extermination of the Kauravas, 
the camps lasing thciT distinctive features, tae parties could not be disun- 
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from each other . Indeed during that terrible rout in which the 
soldiers showed no regard for one another every side of the field, when 
looked at, seemed to be eru:*y • Only Kama, O king, COO Id be seen 
there, drowned in that shower uf weapons Then Karat covered the 
welkin nr.lt his shafts, contending with tint celestial illusion of the Rah- 
ihasa. Tne Sutat son, endued with modesty and achieving the most 
difficult and noble feats, did not lose his senses in that hattle. Then, 
0 king, all the Saindhavas and Valhikas ufri^hledly looked at Kama who 
kept his senses in that Aght. And they all worshipped him, while they 
looked at the triumph of the R*iksh<\s<i. Then a Sata&hni equipt with 
wheels, hurled by Ghaiotkacha, slew the fw*ir steeds of Kama ni;nulune- 
ously. Tbew dropped down on the ground, on their knees, deprived of 
life, teeth, eyes, and tongues. Tfico jumping duwn from his steed less car 
and seeing the K.iuravas dying away, and beholding his own celestial 
weapon baffled by the RaktAasa's illusion, Kama, without losing his. senses, 
turned his mind inwards and began to reflect on what bo should next 
do. At that time all the Kauravas, beholding Kama and that terrible 
illusion (of the Rakskasa), cried out, saying,— O Kama, slny the Rak- 
J^TW soon with thy dart ! These Kauravas and the Dhartaraditras are on 
the point of being annihilated ! What will Ultima and Arjuna, do to us ? 
S.ay this wretched Rak*ha*a at dead of niglu, who is consuming us all I 
They that will esrape front this dreadful encounter to-day will fight with 
the Paribas in battle ! Therefore, day this tcrciblc Rakshasa now with that dart 
given thee by Vasava 1 O Kama, let oot these great warriors, Ihc Kauri vas, 
these princes that resemble Indra himself, be all destroyed in this nocturnal 
bailie ! — Then Kama, seeing the Rakshasa alive at dead of night, and the 
Kuru army struck with fear, and ‘waring also the loud wails of the latter set 
his heart upon hurling hb dart. Inflamed with rage like a wrathful lion and 
unable to brook the assaults of the Ra.kshasa t Karnajtook up that foremost of 
vie lory -giving and invincible darts, desirous of compassing the destruction of 
Ghatotkacha. Indeed, that dart, O king, winch be hod kept and adored for 
years for (achieving) the slaughter of Pandu’s son in battle, that foremost of 
darts which Sakra himself had given to the 5m/<j's son in exchange for the 
latter’s car-rings, that biasing and terrible nntsile twined with string* and which 
seemed to thirst for blood, that fierce weapon which looked like the very 
tongue of the Destroyer or the sister of Death himself, that texrihle and 
effulgent dart W.lurtana now hurled at the Rakskai a. Beholding that exce- 

llent and biasing weapon capable of piercing the body of every foe, in the 
hands of the Sm/w's son, the Raklhafa began lu fly away in fear, assuming a 
body gigantic as the foot of Vindht* mountains. Indeed, seeing that dart in 
Kama’s hand, all creatures in the sky, O kin?, uttered leud cries. Fierce winds 
began to blow, and thunders with loud report be^m to fail on the Earth. 
Destroying that Lazing illusioi of Ghatotkach and piercing right through his 
breast, that resplendent dart soared aloft in the night and entered a starry 
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constellation in tbe firmament. Having fought, using diverse beautiful weapons, 
with many heroic Rakskauu and human warriors, Gnaiotkacha then, uttering 
diverse terrible roars, fell, deprived of life with that dart of Salcra This also 
is another exceedingly wonderful feat mat the RaksAasa accomplished for 
the destroctio i of his foes, ms., that at lime when his heart was pxiroed by 
that dart, he snune resplendent, O king, like a mighty mountain or a mass of 
clouds. Indeed, haying assumed that ternble and awful form, Bhimasena's 
son of frightful deeds fell down. When dying, O king, he fell upon a portion 
of toy army and pressed those troops down by the weight of In* own body. 
Quickly falling down, me Rakihaia, with h:s gigantic and stall increasing 
body, desirous of benefiting the Panda vis, slew a full Akthauhini of tby 
troops while he himself breath’d his last. Then a loud uproar arose there 
made up of loo nine shout and blare of conchs and the beat of drums and 
cymbals. The Kauravas, indeed, beholding the illusion of the Rakskaa 
destroyed and the Rakihaia himself slain uttered loud shouts of joy. Then 
Kama, worshipped by Kurus as Sikra had been by the M^ruis upon the 
slaughter of (the A sura) Vritr*, ascended behind the car of tby son, and be 
coming the observed of all, entered the Kuru host/’ 



SECTION CLXXI. 

"Sanjaya said,— Beholding Hidimra's ton sliin and lying Re a riven 
mountain, all tbe Pandavas became filled with grief and began to shed copious 
tears. Only Vasudera filled with transports of delrght, began to utter leonine 
shouts, grieving the Pandavas Indeed, utiering loud shouts, lie embraced 
Arjuua. Tying tbe reins of the steeds and uttering loud roars, he began to 
dance in transports of Joy like a tree shaken by a tempest. Then embracing 
Arjuna once more, and repeatedly slapping b.souo armpits Achyuu, endued 
with grea: intelligence, once more be -an to about, standing on tbe terrace of 
the car. Beholding those tokens oi delight that Ks&ava manifested, Dhanan- 
jaya, O king, with heart in grief, addressed him, saying,— O slayer of Madhu 
thou showed great joy at a time scarcely lit for it, indeed on an occasion for 
sorrow causd toy ihe death of Hidimra’s son I Our troops are flying away, 
beholding Ghatoikac!* slain ! Wc also arc filled with anxiety in consequcncw 
of the fall of Hidimvas son I O Janarddana, the causa must be very grave 
when at such a time thou fcclest such Joy! Therefore, O foremost of truthful 
men, asked by me, tell me truly (what that cause is) I Indeed, if it be not a 
secret, it beboveth thee, 0 chastise ir of foes, to ») it unto me I O slayer 
of Madhu, tell me what has destroyed thy gravity today 1 This act of thine, 
O Janarddana, this lightness of heart, seems to me to be like tbe drying up 
of the ocean or tbe locomotion of Mcru ! — 

M ‘Vaaudeva said,— Great is the joy 1 feel \ Listen to rue, 0 Dhanan jaya! 
This that 1 »ill tel) ibee will munedatcly dwpei ih) aonow and infuse 
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into thy heart ! O thou of great splendour, know, 0 Dhananjaya, 
that Kama, his dan being baffled through Gbatotkacha, is already slain in 
battle 1 The man does not exist in this world that could not stay before 
Kama armed with that <Urt and looking like Kartikeya in battle ! By good 
luck, bis (natural) armour had been taken away. By good lock, bis ear rings 
also had been taken away. By good luck, his infallible dart also is now 
baffled, through Ghatatkacha ! Clad in (natural) caxl of mail and decked 
with bis (natural) ear-rings, Kama, who has his senses under control, 
could singly vanquish the three worlds with the very 1 gods ! Neither Vasava, 
nor Kuvcra, nor Varuna the lord of the waters, nor Yama, could venture to 
approach him. Indeed, if that bull among men had his armour and ear* 
rings, neither thyself, bending thy Gandha, nor myself, uplifting my discus 
called Su Jar Sana, could vanquish him in battle. For thy good, Kama was 
divested of his ear rings by Sakra with the help of an illusion. Similarly 
was that subjugator of hostile towns deprived of his (natural) armour. Indeed, 
because Kama, cutting off his (natural) armour and his hrilliant ear-rings, gave 
them unto Sakra, it is for that that he came to be called Vaikatiana * Kama 
now sewn* to me to be like an angry make of virulent poison stupefied by 
power of incantation, or like a fire of mild flames. From that time, O 
mighty-armed one, when the tugti-souled $akra cave that dart unto Kama in 
exchange for the latter’s car-rings and celestial armour,— that dart, vis., which 
has slain Ghatotkacba,— from dial time, Vrisha, having obtained it, had 
always regarded thee as slam in battle I But though deprived of that dart, 
O sinless one, I swear to thee that that hero is still incapable of being slain 
by anybody else save thee. Devoted to Brahmanas, truthful in speech, 
engaged in penances, observant of vows, kind even unto foes, for these 
reasons Kama is called Vrisha. Heroic in battle, possessed of mighty 
arms and with bow always uplifted, like the lion in the forest depriving 
leaders of elephantine herds of their pride, Kama always deprives the 
greatest car-warriors their pride on the field of battle, and resembles the 
the mid-day Sun at whom none can gaie. Contending with all the illustrious 
and foremost of warriors of thy army, O tiger among men, Kama, while 
shooting his arrowy showers, looks like the autumnal Sun with his thousand 
ray*. Indeed, incessantly shooting showers of shafts like the clouds pouring 
torrents of rain at the end of summer, Kama is like a pouring cloud charged 
with celestial weapons. He as incapable of being vanquished in battle by 
the very gods shooting showers of arrows on all sides. Encountering the 
geds, he would mangle them in such a way that their flesh and bk>od 
would fail copiously on the field. Deprived, however, of bis armour as 
also of his ear-rings, O son of Pandu, and diverted also of the dart given 
him by Vasava, Kama is now like a mao (and no longer like a god). There 



* A somewhat iandful etymology which I have noticed in an earlier 
tutor— T. 
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will occur one opportunity for hi* daughter. When bis car-wheels will sink 
in the Earth, availing of that opportunity, thyself exerting carefully, shouidft slay 
him in that distressful situation, when he will be engaged otherwise. I will 
make thee a sign beforehand. Warned by it, thou should St act J The 
vanquisher of VaU himself, that foremost of heroes, wielding his thunder, 
is incapable of slaying the invincible Karna while the latter stands weapon 
in laatuL Indeed, O Arjuna, for thy goed, with the aid of diverse 
contrivances I hare slain, one after another, Jarasandba and the illustrious 
ruler of the Chedis and tike mighty armed NUhada of name EkaJavya I 
Other great X h ktk&sas having Hidimva and Krimira and Valu for their 
foremast, as aUu Alayudha. that grinder of hostile troop*, and Ghatot- 
kdcba. that crusher of foc6 and warrioT of fierce deeds, have all been 
slain !' * 



SECTION CLXXXII. 

M 'Arjuna said,— How, O Janarddana, for our good, and by what 
means, were those lords of Earth, fir., Jaranndba and the others, 
slain ? — 

“‘Vasudava said — If Jarasandha. and the ruler of the Chedis, and the 
mighty son of the Niabada king, had not been slain, they would have 
become terrible. Without doubt, Duryodbana would have chosen those 
foremost of car -warriors (for embracing his side). They had always been 
hostile to us, and, accordingly, they would all have adopted the side of 
the Kauravas, All of them were heroes, and mighty bowmen accomplished 
in weapon* and firm in battle. Like tbe celestials (in prowess), they 
would have protected Dhriura&htra's son. Indeed, the Sutas son, and 
Jarusaikdha, and the ruler of tbe Chedis, and tbe son of the Nishada 
adopting the Son of Suyodhana, would have succeeded in conquering 
the whole Earth. Listen, O Dbananjaya, by what means they were slain. 
Indeed, without the employment of means, the very gods could not have 
conquered them in battle ! Each of them, 0 Partha, could fight in 
battle with the whole celestial host protected by tbe Regents of the 
world ! (On one occasion), assailed by Valadeva, Jarasandba, eicitcd 
with wrath, hurled for our destruction a mace capable of slaying all 
creatures. Endued with the splendour of fire, that mace coursed towards 
ua dividing the welkin like the line on the head that parts the tresses of a 
woman, and with tbe impetuosity of tbe thunder burled by Sakra. Behold- 
ing that mace thus coursing towards us, tbe son of Robin y hurled the 
weapon culled SlhauKikarna for baffling it. Its force destroyed by the 
energy of Valadevas's weapon, that raacc fell down on the Earth, splitting 
her (with its might) and making the very mountains tremble. There was 
55 
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a terrible Rahshast, of iuhic Jam, endued frith great prowess. She, O 
prince, I id united that slayer of foes, and, therefore, was the latter called 
jitratandha. faraSanJha had been made up of two halves of one child. 
And because it was Jsra that had united those two halves* it vis for 
this that he came to be called JarasandAa* Tbit Rakshasa woman, O 
Pari ha, who was there within the Earth, was slain with her son and kinsmen 
by means of that mace and the weapon un Sthumikwm, Deprived of his 
mace in that great battlo, Jarasandba was afterwards 6lain by Bhimasena 
in thy presence, O Dhananjaya If If ihe valiant Jarasandha had stood 
armed with his mice, the very tods with Indra at their head could not 
have slain him in battle, 0 best of men 1 For thy good, the Nishada's 
ion also, of prowess incapable of being baffled, was, by an act of guile, 
deprived of his thumb by Drona assuming the position of his preceptor. 
Proud and endued with steady prowess, the Niahada’s son, with finger* 
cased in leathern fences looked resident like a second Rama Undeprived 
of thumb, Ekalavya. O Parlha, was incapable of being vanquished in 
hattle by the pods, the Danavas t the Rakshaiai, and the Ura& xs (together). 
Of firm grasp, accomi»nied in weapons, and capable of shooting incessantly 
day and night, he was incapable of being looked at by mere men. For 
thy gcod, he was slain by me on the field of battle. Endued with great 
prowess, the rakr of the Che d is was slain by me before thy eyes. He 
also was incapable of being vanquished in battle by the gods and the 
Alurai together. I took my birth for his slaughter as also for tint 
of other enemies of the gods, with thy assistance, O tiger among men, 
from desire of benefiting the world ! Hidimvi and Vaka and Kirmira 
have all been slain by Bhimasena All those Rakaihai were endued with 
might equal to that of Rhvaku, and all of them were destroyers of Brahmanas 
and sacrifices. Similarly, Alayudba possessed of Urge powers of illusion 
had been shin by Hidiruva's «on. Hidimva's son also, I have slain by 
the employment of means, fra, through Kama with his dart. If Kama 
had not slain him with his dart in great battle, I myself would have 
had to 9lay Bhimasena'a von Ghatotkacha ! From desire of benefiting you, I did 
not sky him before That Rakshasa was inimical to Brahmanas and sacrifice* 
Because he was a destroyer of sacrifices and of sinful soul, therefore hath 
be been thus stain ! O sinless ooe, by that act as a means, the dart 
given by Sakra hath also been rentered futile. O son of Pandu, they 
that are destroyers of rrghtcoasness are all sUyabte by me ! Even that 
is the vow made by me, for establishing righteousness I Thither where 
the Vedas and truth and self-restraint and purity and righteousness and 



•Literally means, “united by Jam.”— * T. 

t Silakantba thinks that Sa^adaya in one word, meaning “deprived 
of both the RaAtha** and the mace.” This is far-fetched. — T. 
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modesty and prosperity and wisdom and forgiveness are always to be met 
with, thither I myself always remain. Thou needst not beat all anxious 
about Kama's slaughter ! I will tell you the means by which you will 
slay him. Vrikodara also will succeed in slaying Suyodhaniu I will tell 
thee, 0 son of Panda, the means by which that will have to be com- 
passed. Meanwhile, the uproar made by the hostile array is increasing. 
Thy troops aho arc flying away on all sides. Haring achieved their 
objects, the Kaurovas arc destroying thy host. Indeed, Droiu, that fore- 
moj! of all sraiters, is scorching us in battle. — 



SECTION CLXXXITI. 

"Dhrilarashtra said, — "When the Svfa's son had such a dart as was 
sure to slay one prrwin, why did he no: hurl jt at Partita, to the exclu- 
sion of all others ? Upon Partha's slaughter hy means of that dart, all 
the Srinjayas and the Pondavas would liars been slain. Indeed, upon 
Phalguna's death, why should not the victory have been ours ? Arjuna 
had made a vow to the effect that summoned to battle he would never 
refuse to accept the challenge. The SutJt son should have, therefore, 
summoned Ptulguna to battle. Tell me, O Sinjiya, why did not 
Vrisha then, engaging Phalguna in single combit, slay the latter 
with that dirt given him by Sskra ? Without doubt, my son is destitute 
of both intelligence and counsellors l That sinful wretch is constantly 
baffled by the foe. How should be then succeed in vanquishing his 
enemies? Indeed, that dirt which wis such a mighty weapon and upon 
which had rested his victory, alas, that dart, hath, by Vasudeva, been 
made fruitless through Ghatotlucha. Indeed, it hath been snatched from 
Kama like a fruit from the hand of a cripple with a withered arm by 
a strong person I Even so hath that fatal dart boon rendered fruitless 
through Gbatotkacha I As in a fight between a boar and a dog, upon 
the death of either, the hunter if the party profited, I think, 0 learned 
one, that even so was Vasudcva the party to profit by the battle between 
Kama and Hidimva's son! If Gbatotkacha had slain Kama in battle, that 
would have been a great gain for the Pandara*. If, on the other hand, 
Kama had slain Ghatotkacha, that too would have been a great gain to 
them in consequence of the loss of Kama's dart t Endued with great 
wisdom, that lion among men, tf/s., Vasudsva, reflecting in this way, and 
for doing what was agreeable to ar.d good for the Pandav*s, caused 
Gbatotkacha to be slain by Kami in battle,' 

u SanJayi said, 'Knowing the feat that Kami de^red to achieve, the 
slayer of Madhu, the mighty-armed Janarddana, O kiog, commanded the 
prince of Raskihasai'Vit.* Gbatotkacha of mighty energy, to -engage in single 
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combat with Kama for rendering. O monarch, the latter’ s fatal dart fruitless 
All this, O king, is the result of thy evil policy l We would certainly 
have achieved success, 0 perpetuater of Kuru’a race, if Krishna had not (thus) 
rescued the mighty car-warrior Partita from Kama's hands I Indeed, 
Partha would have been destroyed with his steeds, standard, and oar, in 
battle, 0 Dhril&rasbtra, if that master, that lord of Yo[ins t rii, Janarddana 
hud not saved him I Protected by diverse means, 0 king, and well aided 
by Krishna, Partha, approaching his foes, vanquishes that fatal dart, 
otherwise that weapon would have quickly destroyed the son of Kunti 
like the lightning destroying a tree !’ 

''Dhntanuhtra slid, —'My son is fond of quarrel. His advisers are 
foolish. He is vain of his wisdom. It is for that, this certain means 
of Arjuna’s death hath been baffled ! Why, 0 Sufa, did not Duryodhana, 
oc that foremost of all wielders, vii Kama, possessed of great intelligence, 
hurl that fatal dart at Dhanan)sya ? Why, O son of Gavalgana, didst thou 
too forget this great object, possessed a9 thou art of great wisdom, thou 
didst not remind Kama of it P 

“Sanjaya said,— u Indeed, O king, every night this formed the subject of 
deliberation with Duryodhana and Sakuni and myself and Dussassna I 
(And we said onto Kama),— Excluding all other warriors, O Kama, slay 
Dhananjaya I We would then lord it over the Pandus and the P&nchalas 
as if these were our slaves I Or, if upon Partha's fall, he of Vrishni’s 
race appoints another amongst the eons of Paudu (in his place for carrying 
on the fight), let Krishna himself be slain I Krishna is the root of the 
Pandavas, and Partha is like their risen trunk 1 The other sons of 
Pritha are like their brandies, while the Pancbalas may bo called their 
leaves. The Pandavas have Krishna for their refuge, Krishna for their 
migh rishna for their leader. Indeed, Krishna is their centra) support 
even as the Moon is of the constellations. Therefore, O Safa's son, 
avoiding the -leaves and branches and trunk, know that Krishna is 
everywhere and always the root of the Pandavas ! — Indeed, if Kama had 
alain him of Dasarba’i race, cm., that delighter of the Yadavas, the whole 
Earth, 0 king, would, without, have come under thy control I Truly, O 
monarch, if that illustrious one, that deiigbter of both the Yadavas 
and die Pandavas, could be made to lie down on the Earth, deprived 
of life, then certainly, O monarch, the entire Earth'with the mountains 
and forests would have owned thy supremacy I We rose every morning, 
having formed such a resolution in respect of that Lord of the very godsy 
cis., Hrishikesa of immeasurable energy ! At the time of battle, however, 
we forgot our resolution. Keaava always protects Arjuna the son of Kunti. 
He never placed Arjuna before the Safa's son in battle. Indeed Acbyutn 
always pl ac e d other foremost of car-warriors before Kama, thinking how 
that fatal dart of ours might be made fruitless by ourselves, O lord ! 
When, again, the high-souled Krishna protected Partha in this manner from 
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Kama, why, O monarch, would not that foremost of beings protect hia own 
self ? Reflecting well, I sec, that there U no person in the three worlds 
who is able to vanquish that chastiser of foes, tiz., Jinarddana that hero 
bearing the discus in hand.” 

San {ay a continued,— “That ticer aman? car-warriors, riz Satyaki, of prowess 
incapable of being baffled, asked the mighty armed Krishna ahout the great 
car-warrior Kama, saying, — 0 Jonarddano, even this had been Kama's firm 
resolution, tit , thu he would hurl that dart of immeasurable energy at 
Phalguna l Why, however, did not the Svf&'s son actually hurl it then 
at him ?— 

M 'Vasudeva said, — Dussasana and Kama and Sakuni and the ruler of 
the Sindhus, with Duryodhaoa at their head, had frequently debated (on 
this subject. Addressing Kama, they used to say),— O Knrna, O great 
bowman, O thou of immeasurable prowess in battle, O foremost of all 
victors, this dart should not be hurled at any one ef*e than that creat car- 
warrior, roY, Kunifs son Partha or Dhananjnya 1 TTc is the most celebrated 
amengtt them, like Vaaava amongst the *ods 1 He being slain, all the other 
Pandavas with the Srinjayaa will be hearties* ike flreles* celestials I*— Karat 
having assented to this, saying, — So be it,— (the detire of) slaughtering the 
wieUkr of Gtndita, O bull amonest the Sink was ever present in Kama's 
heart ! T, however, 0 foremost of warriors, always used to stupify the son 
of Radha 1 ft wns for this, he did not hurl the <Uri at P.indo'i son owning 
white steeds ! As long as I could not baffle that mean of Philguna's death, 
1 had neither sleep, nor Joy in my hetrt, O foremost of warriors f Beholding 
that dart, therefore, rendered futile through Ghaiotkachn, O bull amongst 
the Sink I regard Dhinanjiyi todir to hive been rescued from within the 
jaws of Death f I do not regard my sire, my mother, yourselves, my brothers, 
ay, ray very life, r-o worthy of protection as Vibhntsu in battle ! If there 
he anything more precious than the wvercicnty of the three-worlds, I do 
not, O Satw.it a, (to enjoy) it without Pr.tha's son Dhananjaya (to 

6l*re it with me). Beholding Dbananjaya, therefore, like one returned 
from the dead, these transports of delight, O Yuyudhana, have been mine ! 
It wit fur this that I kid despatched the Rcktkai* unto Kama for battle I 
None dss was capable of withstandinz, in the night, Karna in battle I— 

"Sanjiya continued.— ‘Even thus did Dwikfi son who m ever devoted to 
Dhananjiya’a good and to rhal i* agreeable to him, speak unto Satyaki on 

that OSC n. % ” 

SECTION CLXXXlV. 

“Dhritarashtra Slid,— ‘I see. O sire, that this act of Kama and Duryodhana 
and Suvalas son Sakuni, and of thyself in especial, hath beer, very much 
u.iinu the dictates of poHcy. Indeed, «hen you k r 1 " l 

* Firr being the mouth of the celestial!, without fire, the celestials become 
moutblcss. Thus Nilkantha. — T. 
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slay onu person in bailie, and lhat it was incapable of being either home or 
baffled by the very gods with Vasava at their bend, wh j then, O Sanjaya, was 
it not hurled by Kama at Devaki’s son, or Phalguna, while he was engaged 
with these in battle before T 

•‘Ssnjaya Slid,— ‘Returning from battle every day, O monarch, all of us, O 
foremast one of Kuril's race, used to debate in the night and ray unto Kama, 
—0 Kama, to-raarruw au-ming, O Kama, ibis dart should be hurled at either 
Kesava or Arjuna 1— ' When, however, the morning came, O king, through 
distiny, both Kama and the other warriors forgot that resolution. I think 
destiny to be supreme, since Kama, with that dart in his hands, did not slay 
in battle either Partha or Dcvakki's son Krishna. Indeed, because his under- 
standing was afflicted by destiny itself, it is for this he did not, stupified by the 
illusion of the gods, hurl that fatal dart of Vasava, though he had it in his hand, 
at DevtkPe toft Krishna for his destruction or at Partha endued with prowess 
like lndca's, O lord !' " 

‘Dhritaraiblra said, — 'Ye are destroyed by destiny, by your own under- 
standings, ind by Kesava ! Vatm'l dart is lust, having effected the slaughter 
of Ghatotkacha who was as insignificant as straw ! Kuna, and my sons, as al 
the other kings, through this highly impolitic act, have already entered the 
abode of Yania \ Tell me now how the battle once more raged between the 
Kurus and the Pcnduvo* after the fall of Hidtmva'f son. How did they that 
rushed against Dion*, arrayed in order of tattle and well-skilled in smiting, 
efs„ the Srinjayas and the Pane ha 1 . m, fight ? How, indeed, did the PanduB 
and Srinjayas withstand the am il ling Droua when the latter, proceeding against 
them, penetrated into their host, excited with wrath a; the slaughter of Bhuri- 
Sravas and Jayadralha, reckless of his very life, and resembling a yawning tiger 
or the Destroyer himself with wide open mouth ? What also did they do in 
bottle, 0 sire, wi, Drona's son and Kama and Kripa and others headed by 
Duryodhana, that protected the preceptor ? Tell me, O Sanjaya, how my 
warriors in that battle covered with their shafts Dhananjayn and Vnkudara who 
were solicitous of slaying Bharadwija'g son ? How, indeed, did tke*e excited 
with wrath at the death of the ruler uf the Sindhus, and those at the death of 
Ghatotkacha, cacb side unable to brook their loss, fight that nocturnal 
battle r " 

■'Sanjaya said, — 'Upon the slaughter, that night, O king, of the Rakthasa t 
Ghatotkacha by Kami, all thy troops, filled with joy, uttered load shouts. In 
that dork hour of the night, they fell impetuously upon the Pandava troops and 
began to slay them. Seeing all this, king Yudhishthim became exceedingly 
cheerless. 0 chastiser of foes, die mighty-armed son of Paudu then nddresaed 
Bhimasena and said,— O thou of mighty arms, resist the DhArtaraahtra bust ! 
In consequence of the slaughter of Hidirava's son, a great stupefaction 
over-whelms me!— Having ordered Bhimasena thus, be sot down on bis 
own car. With tearful face and sighing repeatedly, the king became 
exceedingly cheerless at sight of Kama's proweis. Beholding him bo afflicted, 
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Krishna said these words :—G son of Kunti, let not such grief be thine ! 
Such cheerlessncss does not become thee, O chief of the Bharataa, m it does 
an ordinary person ! Rise, O king, and fight ! Rear the heavy burden, O 
lord ! If cheerlessness overtakes thee, our victory becomes uncertain !— 
Hearing these words of Krishna, Dharma's son Yudhishihira, wiping his eyes 
with his hands, replied unto, Krishna, saying.— O thou of mighty arms, 
the excellent path of duty is not unknown to me ! The dire consequences 
of a Brahuiana's slaughter are his that forgets the services he receives at 
other his hand* Whilst we were living in the woods the high-fouled son 
of Htdtmava, although then a mere child d»d us many service* O Tanard- 
dana I Learning tiiat Partba having white steed had departed for the acquisi- 
tion of weafiong, that great bowman, (t*s., Ghatntkacla), O Krishna, came 
to mo at Kamyaka ! He dwelt with us till Dhanan java's reappearance. 
Whilst proceeding over many inaccessible fastnesses, he himself carried on his 
back the tired pcincesB of Panchala. The teats he achieved, 0 lord, shnw 
that he was skilled in all modes of warfare. Indeed, that high-souled one 
accomplished many difficult feats for my benefit ! My affection for Ghatotkacha, 
that prince of Rakihauu % is twice that, 0 Janarddant, which I naturally 
hear towards Sahadeva ! That mighty-armed one was devoted to me I I 
was dear to him, and he was dear to me f It is for this that, searched by 
grief, O thou of Vrisbni’i race, I have become so cheerless 1 Behold, O thou 
of Vrishni’s race, our troops afflicted and routed by the Kauravas I Behold, 
those mighty car-warriors, off., 1>rona and Kama, are contending earnestly 
in battle ! Behold, the Pandava best crushed at dead of night, like an 
extensive forest of heath by a couple d infuriate elephahts ! Disregarding 
the might of Bhiuusena’s son, O Madbava, as also the variety of weapons 
that Partha bears, the Kauravas arc putting forth their prowess ? Yonder, 
Drona and Kama and king Suyodhana, having slain the Rahshaia in battle, 
are uttering loud roam ! How, O Janarddana, when we are alive and thyself 
too, could Hidimva's son he slain while engaged with the Svta't son ! 
Having caused a treat slaughter arnonESt us, and in the very sight of Savya- 
sanchin, Kama, 0 Krishna, hath slain Bhim&aena's son of great strength, the 
Rakshasa Ghatotkacha I When Abhimanyu wa9 shun by the wicked Dhartara- 
shtras, the mighty cir-warrior Savyasar.nhin, O Krishna, was not present in 
that battle ! We also were all held in check by the illustrious ruler of the 
Sindhui Drona, with his son (Aswattbaman), became the cause of that 
act The preceptor himself told Kama the means of Abhimanyu’s slaughter. 
While Abhimanyu was battling with the sword, it was the preceptor himself 
that cut off that weapon. And while fallen into such distress, Kritavamun 
most cruelly slew the steeds and the two Parskni drivers (of the boy). Other 
great buwraen then despatched the son of Subhadra. For a little offence, O 
Krishna, was the ruler of the Sindhus ‘slain by the weilder of Gandita ! O 
foremost one among the Yadavas, that act did not give me great joy 1 If 
the slaughter of foes is just and should be achieved by the Pandavas, then 
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DfOTia and Knrna should have been shin before this ! This is what I think 1 
O bull among men, those two are the root of our woes ! Obtaining those 
two (as his all es) in battle, Suyodbana has become confident. Indeed, when 
it was Drona that should have been slain or the Svftt'f son with his followers, 
the mighty-armed Dhznanjaya slew the Sindhu king whose connection with 
the affaiT was very memot* 1 The punishniet of the Suf/i’s son should certainly 
be undertaken by me. I shall therefore, O hero, now fight for slaying the 
Svitif son. The mighty -an.ied Bhima^ena is now engaged with Drona’s 
divisinn. — Having said these words, Yudhisbthira quickly proceeded against 
Kama, bending hi* formidable bow and blowing his conch fiercely. Then, 
surrounded by a Panchala and Prabhadraka force of a thousand cars, three 
hundred elephant* and five thousand horse* Sikhandin speedily followed in 
the wrake of the king. Then the mail-clad Pancbalar. and the Pandava* 
headed by Yudhishthira beat their drums and blew their conch*. At this 
time Vasudera of mighty arms, addressing Dhanan jays said. — Filled with wTath, 
yonder proceedeth Yudhishthira with great speed from desire of slaying the 
Svta’s aon 1 It is not proper that thou shouldest rely upon him in this I— 
Having said these weirds, rTruhjIresa quickly urged the* steeds. Indeed, 
Janard&ana followed in the wake of the king who was now at a disiancc. At 
that time, seeing Dharma '9 son Yudhishthira, whose mind was afflicted hy 
grief and who 6cemed to b* scorched as if by fire, rush with speed from 
desire of shaving the SMs son, Vya» approached him and said these words.* 
"Vyasa said.— By good luck Phalguru liveth still although be had 
encountered Kama in battle I Indeed, Kirna had kept his dart, desirous of 
slaying Savyasachin I O hull of Bharat*’* race, by good luck Jishnu did not 
engage in single cunbat with Kama! Bach of them in that case, challenging 
the other, would have shot his celestial weapon* 00 all sides. The weapons 
of the .5«/a’x son would kiave been destroyed by Arjana. The former 
then, afflicted by the Utter, wooed certainly have hurled Indra’s dan in 
that battle, O Yudhishthira ! 0 foremost one of Bharara's race, (if this 
had come to pass), then great would have been thy grief I O giver of 

honors, by good luck the flakihaia hath been slain in battle by the 

SvCa's son. Indeed, Ghatotkacha hath been slain by Death himself mak- 
ing the dart of Va&tva an instrument only ! For thy good it is, O nre, 

that the Raktkasa hath been slain in battle l Do not yield to anger, O 

foremost one of Rharata's race, and do not set thy heart on grief 1 O 
Yudhishthiru, even this is the end ntall creatures in this world I Uniting 
with thy brothers and all the illustrious kings (of thy host), fight with 
tbe Kaurava* in battle, O Bhaiau ! On the fifth day from this, tbe Edith 
will be thine ! O tiger among men, always think of virtue I With a 
cbectful heart, 0 ion of Pandu, practise kindness (to all creatures), 



* This a triplet id tbe Bengal texts.— T. 
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penances, charity, forgiveness ard truth ! Victory if -there where rihtoouwicss 
»* I— Having said these words unto the son of Panda, Vym made himself 
invisible there and then . 1 '** 



SECTION CLXXXV. 

(Drvna-AaJMa ParVa) 

Sanjaya »id,— ' Thus addressed by Vyasa, the heroic king YudhLshthira 
the Just refrained, O bull of Bharata's race, from himself seeking to slay 
Karna. In consequence, however of the slaughter of Ghatotkacha by the 
Suin' s so it that night, the king became filled with grief and anger. 
Beholding thy vast bos* held in check by Bhima. Yudh shthira, addressing 
Dbtisktadyumna, said.— Resist the Pot-born I O scorcher of Cues, thou ha 9 t, 
clad in mail, and armed with bow and arrows and scimitar, sprung from 

fire, for the destruction of Drona 1 Cheerfully rush thou to battle, thou 

needst have no fear 1 bet also Janamejaya and Sikhandin and Durraukha's 
son and Yasodhara, rush in wrath against the Pot-bom every side. Let 
Nakula and Sahsdcva and the eons of Draupadi and the Prabludralras, 
and Drupada and Virata with their sons and brothers, and Satyaki and 

the Kaikayas and the Panda vas and Dbananjayu, all rush with speed 

against Bharadwaja’t son, from desire of slaying him ! Let also all our 
car-warriors and all tbc elephants and horses we have, and all our foot- 
suldiers, overthrow the mighty car-wanior Drona in battle ! — Thus ordered 
by tbe illustrious son of Pandu, all of them rushed impetuously against 
the Pot -born from desire of slaughtering him. Drona, however, that 
foremost of all wielders of arms, received in battle all those Pandava 
warriors thus rushing towards him suddenly with great force and perseverance. 
The king Dutyodkaoa, desiring to protect Drona’s life, rushed, filled 
with wrath, against tbe Pandavas, with great force and perseverance 
Then commenced the battle between the Kurus and the Pandavas who 
roared at each other. The animals of both hosts as also the warriors 
were all tired. The great car-warriors also, O king, with eyes closing in 
sleep and worn out with exertion in battle, knew not what to da That 
night of nine hours, so terrible and awfult and so destructive of creatures, 
appeared to them to be everlasting.*, While they were being thus slain 



* 66 is a triplet in the Bengal texts. — T. 

t Triyama. literally, consistinc of three Yamat t a Vama being a watch of 
three hours. The first hour and a half of the night and the last hour and a 
half, being regarded as twilight, tbe night, truly as such, with the ancient 
Hindoo, consisted of only 9 hours.— T. 
t Literally, "of a thousand YamasP— T. 
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and mangled by one another, and while sleep sat heavy on their eyes, rt 
became midnight. All the Kshatriyas became cheerless. Thy trooper as 
also those of the foe had no more weapons and arrows. Passing the time 
thus, (most of) the warriors (of both armies) endued with modesty and 
energy and ubservant of tbe duties of their order, did not abandon their 
divisions Others, Wind with sleep, abandoning their weapons, laid themselves 
down. Some laid themselves down on the back* of elephants, 
some on cars, and some on bor&e-back, O Bluraia ! Blind with sleep, they 
became perfectly motionless, O king. Other warriors (tint were yet awake) 
in that battle, despatched ihese to Yama’s abode- Others, deprived of their 
senses and dreaming in sleep, slew themselves, that is, their own comrades, 
as also foes, taking all for their foes. Indeed, there fought in that dreadful 
battle, uttering various exclamations. Many warriors, O monarch, of our 
army, desirous of continuing tbe fight with the foe, stood with eyes drowsy with 
sleeps Some brave warriors, during that terrible hour of darkness, though blind 
with sleep, yet gliding along the field, slew one another in that battle Many 
amongst the foe, entirely siuptficd by slumber, were slain without their being 
conscious (of the strokes that launched them into eternity). Beholding this 
condition of the soldiers, O boll among men, Vibbatsu, in a very loud voice, 
said these words - — All nf you, with your animals, are worn out with exertion 
and hlind with sleep ! Ye warriors, ye are enveloped in darkness and with 
dust. Therefore, if ye like, yc may rest 1 Indeed, here, on tbe field of battle 
close your eyes for a while ! Then when the moon will rise, ye Kurus and 
Panda var, ye may again, having slept and taken rt‘1, encounter each other for 
the sake of heaven.— Hearing these words of the vtrtuous Arjuru, the virtuous 
warriors (of the Kuru army) assented to the suggestion, and addressing one 
another, loudly said. — O Kama, O Kama, O king Duryodhana, abstain from 
the fight ! The Pandava host hath •censed to strike us. — Then at those words 
of Phalguni, uttered loudly by him, the Pandava army as also thine, O BbaratA, 
abstained from battle. Indeed, those noble words of Part ha were highly 
applauded by die gods, tbe high-suuled Riskis t and all tbe gladdened soldiers. 
Applauding those kind words, O Bharata, all the troops, O king, worn out with 
exertion, laid themselves down for sleep, O bull of Bh&rata’s race. Then that 
army of thine, O Bharata, happy at the piospoct of rest and sleep, sincerely 
blessed Arjuna, saying, — In thee are the Vidas as Abo all weapons 1 In thee 
ate intelligence and prowess 3 In thee, O mightv-armed one, arc righteousness 
aod compassion fur all creatures, O sinless one. And since we have been 
comforted by thee, we wish tby good, O Partha l Let prosperity be to thee ! 
Soon do tbou get, O bero, thcee ohjects that are dear to tby heart I — Blessing 
him thus, O tiger among men, those great car-warriom, stupified by sleep, 
became silent. O monarch ! Some laid themselves down on horse back, some 
on the car-box, some on tbe necks of elephants, and some on the bare ground 
Many men, with their weapons and maces and sword6 and battle axes and 
lances, and with tbeir armours on, laid themselves down for sleep, apart from 
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one another. Elephants, heavy with sleep, made the Barth cool with the breath 
of their nostrils, that passed through their snake-like trunks spotted with dust. 
Indeed, the elephants, as they breathed on the around, looked bcautifal like 
hilh scattered (on the field of battle) over whose breasts hissed gigantic snakes. 
Steeds in trappings of fold and with manes mingling with their yokes, stamping 
their hoofs, made even grounds uneven. Thus every one, O king, slept there 
with the animal he rode Thus steeds and elephants and warriors, O bull of 
Bhar&ta's race, very much worn out with exertion, slept, abstaining from battle. 
That slumbering host, deprived of sense and sunk in sleep then looked like a 
wonderful picture drawn on canvas by skilful artists. Those Kshatriyns decked 
in ear-rings and endued with youth, with limbs mangled by shafts, and immer- 
sed in sleep, having laid themselves down on The corona! globes of elephant", 
looked as if they were lying on the deep bosom of beautiful ladies. Then the 
Moon, that delightor of the eye and lord of lilies, of hue white as the cheeks 
of a beautiful lady, rose, adorning the direction presided over by Indra.* 
Indeed like a Hon of the Udaya hills with rays constituting h>6 manes of 
brilliant yellow, he issued out of his cave in the cast, tearing to pieces the 
thick gloom of night reiemblin^ an extensive herd of elephants, t That lover 
of all assemblages of lilies (in the world), bright as the body of Mabadeva's 
excellent bull, full-arched and radiant as Kama's bow, and delightful and 
charming as the smile on the lips of the bashful bride, bloomed in the 
firmament I Soon, however, that divine|!ord having the hare for his mark 
showed himself reddish, shedding brighter rays around. Indeed, the Moon, 
after this seemed to gradually emit a bright halo of far-reaching light ilia: 
resembled the splendour of gold. Then the rays of that luminary, dispelling 
the darkness by their splendour, slowly spread themselves over all the 
quarters, the welkin, and the Earth. Soon, therefore, the world became 
illuminated. The unspeakable darkness that had bidden everything quickly 
fled away. When the world was thus illuminated into almost daylight 
by the Moon, amongst the creatures that wander at night, some continued 
to roam about and some abstained. That host, O king, awaked by the rays 
of the Moon, bloomed (into life) like an assemblage of loluses expanded 
by the rays of the Sun. Indeed, that lea of troops was awakened by the 
risen Moon like the ocean swelling up in agitated surges at the rise of that 
luminary. Then, O king, the battle once more commenced on Barth, for 
destruction of the Earth's population, between men that desired to attain 
to heaven/’ 

♦ The Moon is called the lord of (dies because the water lily is seen to 
bloom at moon-rise, just as the Sun is called the lord of lotuses because live 
lotus blooms at sun-rise. The direction presided over by Indra means the 
Ease — T. 

t Dajasatokash&kakup means the JCakup or direction presided by him 
of a thousands eyes ; hence, the East-— T. 

I Instead of Vriikodara, the Bombay leal reads Vriihottawa which 1 

adopt— T. 
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SECTION CLXXXVX. 

•Sad jay a said,— 'At this time Duryodhana, under the influence of wmh, 
approached thona and addressing him said thev- words, for inspiring him 
with joy and provoking his anger.’ M 

•• ‘Duryodhana said, — No kindness should have been shown to o«r foes 
vhOe they were heartless and worn out with toil and taking rest, especially 
when they are all of sure aim ! I>esirous of doting what is agreeable to thee, 
we showed them kindness by then letting them alone. The tired Pand&v&s, 
however, (having taken rest) have become stronger. As regards ourselves, 
we are, in every respect, losing in energy and strength. The Pandavas, 
protected by thee, are constantly gaining prosperity. All weapons that 
are celestial and all those that appertain to Brahma exist in thee ! I tell 
thee truly, that neither the Pandavas, nor ourselves, nor any other bowmen 
in the world, can be a match for thee while thou art engaged in battle I O 
foremost of regenerate ones, thou art acquainted with all weapons I Without 
doubt, by means of thy celestial weapons thou art capable of destroying the 
(three) worlds with the gods, the Asuras , and the Gandharvas ! The 
Pandavas arc all afraid of thee I Thou, however, forgives! them, remember* 
ing that they were thy pupils or, perhaps, owing to my ill luck * — ' 

,4 San;aya continued,—' Thus rebuked and angered by tby *on, Drona, 

0 king, wrath fully addressed Duryodhana and said these words Although 

1 am so old, O Duryodhanj, I am still exerting in battle to the utmost 
extent of my might All these men arc unacquainted with weapons. I am, 
however, wdl-vened in them. If, from desire of victory, I slay these men, 
there can be no more ignoble act for me to do. That however, which is 
in thy mind, be it good or bod, I will accomplish, O Kauravya, at thy 
command I It will not be otherwise 1 Putting forth my prowess in battle 
and slaying all the Panchalas, I will doff my armour, O king ! I swear this 
to thee truly I Tbou thinkest that Arjuna, the son of Kunti, was worn out 
in battle l 0 migbty*arrncd Kaurava ! listen to what I truly say regarding bis 
prowess 1 If Savy&sichin’s wrath is excited, neither Gandhirvas, nor Vahshas, 
nor RakskaAat. can venture to bear him. At Kbandava he encountered the 
divine chief of the celestials himself I The illustrious Arjuna, with bis shafts, 
baffled the pouring Indra. Ya&stas, and Nagat and Baity as, and all others, 
fproud of their might, weie slain by that foremost of men. That also is known 
to thee. On the occasion of the tale of cattle, the Gandharval headed by 
Cbilrasctia and others were vanquisl»ed by bira. That firm bowman rescued 
you white you were being carried away by those Gamdharvat. IVivatakava- 
qhas also, those enemies of the celestials, that were unskyable in battle 
by the celestials themselves, were also vanquished by that hero. Thou- 
sands of BanaVal dwelling in Hir&nyapura, that tiger among men vail* 
imbed. How can human beings then withstand him ? O monarch, thou 
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hast seen with thy own eyes how this boat of thine, although exerting so 
heroically, hath been destroyed by the son of Pandu 

4i $an}aya continued,—' ‘Unto Drona who was thus applauding Arjuna, 
thy son, 0 king, angered -thereat, once more slid these words Myself 
and Dusiasana, and Karna, and my maternal uncle Sakuni, diriding this 
Bharata b~«T into two divisions (and taking one with us), shall to-day 
slay Arjuna in battle 1— Hearing these words of hia. BharadwajVs son, 
laughing, sanctioned that speech of the king and said,— Blessings to thee ! 
What Kshalriya is there that would slay that hull amongst Kshatriya*, 
that unpayable one, «ii., the bearer of GandtPa, that hero bLixing fonh 
with energy I Neither the Lord of treasures, nor Indr*, nor Yam*, nor 
the A suras , the l/ragas, and the Rahihasas, can stay Arjuna armed with 
weapor.B I Only they that arc fools say such words as those thou hast 
said, O Bharata ! Who is there that would return home in safety, haring 
encountered Arjuna in battle ? As regards thyself, thou art 9inful and 
cruel and suspicious of everybody ! Even them that are employed in thy 
welfare, thou art ready to rebuke in this way ! Go thou against the son 
of Kunti, for withstanding him for thy own sake I Thou art a well-born 
Kshatriya I Thou seekest battle I Why dost thou cause all these unoffend- 
ing Kshatriyas to be slain ? Tboo art the root of this hostility ! There- 
fore, go thou against Arjuna I This tby maternal uncle is posicsMd of 
wisdom and observant of Kshatriya duties ! O Mn of Gandhari, let this 
one addicted to gambling proceed against Arjuna in battle I This one, 
skilled ;n dice, wedded to deception, addicted to gambling, versed in cun- 
ning and imposture,— this gambler conversant with the ways of deceiving, — 
will vanquish the Panda vas in battle ! With Karna in thy company, thou 
hadat often joyfully boasted, from folly and emptiness of understanding, 
in the bearing of Dhritaraabtra, saying,— 0 rire % myulf % and Rama, and 
mv brother Dussasana, these three % uniting together, itiU stay the sons of 
Pandu in battle 1 — This thy boast was heard in every meeting of the court. 
Accomplish thy row, be truthful in speech, with them I There thy mortal 
foe, the son of Panda, is staying bclore thee I Observe the duties of a 
Kshatriya I Thy slaughter at the hands of Jaya would be worthy of every 
pTaise ! Thou hast practised charity. Thou bast eaten (everything ever 
desired by thee). Thou hast obtained wealth to the measure of thy wish I 
Thou hast no debts. Thou hast done all that one should do- Do not 
fear. Fight now with the son of Pandu ! — Having sud these words in that 
battle, Drona stopped The (Bharata) army then was divided into two 
bodies, and the battle commenced.* " 
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section clxxxvii. 

•‘Sanjiya said,— 'When three-fourths of that night had worn away, the 
battle, O king, once more commenced between the Kurus and ihe Pan- 
da vas. Both sides were elated with joy. Soon after, Anna, the chario- 
teer of Suryn, weakening the splendour of the Moon, appeared, causing 
the weikin to assume a coppery hue. The east was soon reddened with 
the red rays of the Sun that resembled a circular plate of gold. Then 
all the warriors of the Kuru and the Pandava hosts, alighting from cars 
and steeds and vehicles borne by men, stood, with joined bands, facing 
the Sun, and uttered the players of the (first) twilight The Kuru army 
having been divided into two bodies, Drona, with Duryodhana before him, 
proceeded (with one of those divisions) against the Somakat, the Panda* 
vas, and the Panchalas. Beholding the Kuru host divided into two bodies, 
Madhava addressed Arjuna and said, — Keeping thy foes to thy left, place 
this division (commanded by Drona) to thy right '—Obedient to the coun- 
sels of Madhava in respect of the Kurus Dhananjaya moved to the left 
of those two mighty bowmen, rra., Drona, and Kama. Understanding the 
intentions of Krishna, that subjugator of hostile cities, nV, Bhimasena, 
addres ing Part ha who was then staying at the van of battle, said these 
words 

M ‘Bhimasena said, — O Avjuna, O Arjuna, O Vibhatsu, listen to these 
words of mine 1 'Hie time for that object for which Kahatriya ladies 
bring forth sons is now come 1 If at such a time thou dost not strive 
to win prosperity, thou shah then act meanly, like a veritable wretch ! 
Putting forth thy prowew, pay the debt thou owest to Truth, Prosperity, 
Virtue, and Fame ! O foremost of warriors, pierce this division, and keep these 
to thy right I— 

‘Saojaya continued, — 'Thus urged by Bhima and Kasava, Savyaaacbin 
prevailing over Drona and Kama, began to resist the foe all round. 
Many foremost of Kshatriyas (among the Kurus), putting forth all their 
prowess, failed to withstand Arjuna who advanced at the very van of hts 
troopi, and who, like a raging conflagration, was consuming the foremost 
ones among his foes. Then Duryodhana, and Kama, and Sakuni, the 
son of Suvalo, covered Kunti's soo Dhananjaya with showers of shafts. 
Baffling the weapons of all those warriors, that foremost of all persons 
well-skilled in weapons; O monarch, covered them (in return) with his 
shafts. Aiming at their weapon with his (and thus baffling them all), 
Arjuna, endued with great lightness of hands and possessing a complete 
control over his senses, pierced every one of those warriors with ten 
keen-pcinted shafts The welkin was then covered with dust. Thick 
3howers of arrows fell. Darkness set in, and a loud and terrible uproar 
arose. When such was the state of things, neither the welkin, nor 
the Earth, nor the points of the compass, could aoy longer be 
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seen. Stupified by tbe dust, all the troop6 became blind. Ndther the 
foe, O king, nor we, could distinguish each other. For this reason 
the kings began to fight, guided by conjecture and the names they 
uttered. Deprived of their cars, car-warriors, 0 king, encountering one 
another, lost alt order and became a tangled mass. Their steeds killed 
and drivers slain, many of them, becoming inactive, preserved their lifts 
and looked exceedingly afrighted. Slain steeds with riders deprived of 
life were seen to lie on slain elephants as if stretched on mountain- 
breasts. Then Drona, moving away from that battle towards the north 
took up his station there, and seemed to resemble a smokeless fire. 
Beholding him move away from the battle toward* the north, the Pandava 
troop*, O king, began to tremble. Indeed, beholding Drona resplendent 
and handsome and blaring with energy, the enemy, inspired with fright 
became pale and wavered on the field, O Bharau I While summoning 
the hostile army to battle, and looking like an elephant in rut, the 
enemy became perfectly hopeless of vanquishing him, like tbe Batatas 
hopeles of vanquishing Vasava. Some amongst them became perfectly 
cheerless, and some, endued with energy, became inspired with wrath. 
And some were filled with wonder, and some became incapable of 
brooking (the challenge). And some of the kings squeezed their bands, 
and some deprived o f their senses by rage, bit their lips. And some 
whirled their weapons, and some rubbed their arms. And some, possessed 
of great energy and souls under complete control, rushed against Drona. 
The Pandnias particularly, afflicted with the shafts of Drona. 0 monarch, 
though suffering great pain, continued to cootend in battle.* Then Drupadi 
and Virata proceeded, in that battle, against Drona, that invincible warrior, 
who was thus careering on tbe field. Then, 0 king, the three grandsons 
of Drapada, and those mighty bowmen, ess., the Chedis, also proceeded 
against Drona in that encounter. Drona, with throe sharp shafts, took 
the lives of the three grandsons of Drupada. Deprived of life, the princes 
fell down on the Barth. Drona next vanquished in that battle the Chedis, 
the KaiVayas, and tbe Sfinjayas. That mighty car-warrior, ria, the son 
of Bharadwaja, then vanquished all the Matsayas. Then Dnipada, filled 
with wrath, and Virata also, in that battle, shot showers of shafts, O king, 
at Drona. Baffling that arrowy shower, Drona, that grinder of Kshatriyas, 
covered both Diupada and Virata with his shafts Shrouded by Drona, 
both those warriors, and with rage, began to pierce him on the field of 
battle with their arrow*. Then Drona, O monarch, filled with wrath and 
desire of revenge, cut off, with a couple of broad-headed shafts, the bowa 



• In the first line of jt t the Bengal texts read Rajanam probably referr- 
ing to Drupoda. The correct reading, however, is Rajtndr* in the vocative case, 
as in the Bombay edition.— T. 
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of both his antagonist*. Then Virata, filled with wrath, sped in that 
encounter ten knees and ten shafts at Drona from desire of slaying bint 
And Drupada, in anger, hurled at Dtona's car a terrible dart nude of 
iron and decked with gold and resembling a large snake. Drona cut oft; 
with * number of sharp and broad-beaded arrows, those ten lances {of 
Virata), and with certain other shafts that dart {of Drupada) decked with 
gold and stones of tapis UnulL Then that grinder of foes, err, the son 
of Bharadwaja with a couple of well-tempered and bToad-beaded shafts 
despatched both Drupada and Virata unto the abode of Yama. Upon the 
fall of Vtriu and Drupada, and the slaughter of the Kaikayas, the Chedis, 

the Matsayas, and the Pancbalas, and upon the fall of those three heroes, 

tig. , the three grandsons of Drupada, the high-soulcd Dhrishtadyumna, 
beholding those feats of Drona, became filled with rage and grief, and 
swore in the midst of all the car-wartiors, saying, — Let me lose the merits 
of all my religious acts, as also roy Kshatnya and Rrahma energy, if 

Drona escape me to-day with life, or, if he succeed in vanquishing me t # — 

Having taken that oath in the midst of all the bowmen, that slayer of 
hostile heroes, fix-, the prince of the Panchalat, supported by his own 
division, advanced agaiost Drona. The Paochala* then began to strike 
Drona from one side, and Arjuna from another. Duryodhana, and Kama, 
aud Sakuni the son of SuvaLi, and the uterine brothers of Duryodhana, 
(stationed) according to their precedence, began to protect Drona in battle. 
Drona being thus protected in battle by those illustrious warriors, the 
Panehalass though struggling vigorously, could not even gaac at him. Then 
Bhimasena, O sire, became highly angry with DhrUhtadyuruna, and, O 
bull among men, that son of Pandu pierced Dhrishttdyumna with these 
fierce words t 

“ ‘Bbimasena said, — What man is there who being regarded as a 
Kslialnya and wbo taking his birth in the race of Drupada and who being 
the foremost of all petsons possessing a knowledge of weapons, would only 
thus look at his foe stationed before him ? What man haring seen his 
sire and son slain, and especially, having sworn such an oath in the 
midst of the kings, would thus be indiffererent to his enemy I Yonder 
6Und9 Drona like a fire swelling with its own energy 1 Indeed, with bow 
and arrows constituting his fuel, he u consuming with bis energy all the 
Kshatriyas I Soon will be annihilate the Pandara army ! Stand ye (as 
spectator*) and behold my feat l Against Drona himself will I proceed I — 
Having said these words, Vnkodara, filled with rage, penetrated into Drona'* 
division, and with shafts sped from hi* bow drawn to its fullest stretch, 



• I render thi* a little too freely. The form of the oath is,— “Let that 
man lose etc., etc., whom Drona escapes today with life or whom Drona 
Drona vanquishes today. 1 '— 

t This, in the Bengal texts, is a triplet.— »T. 
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bei^n to afflict and rout that host. Then the Panchala prince Dhrisbtadyumna 
also, penetrating into that large host en*a$ed with Drona in battle. The 
battle becune furious. Such a fierce encounter we had nerer seen or heard 
of before. O kinz, as that which now took place at sunrise of that day ! The 
car6. O sire, were seen to be entangled with one mother. The bodies of 
embodied creatures deprived of life were scattered all over the field. Some, 
while proceeding towards another pur. cif die field, were, on the way, assailed 
by others. S:>tne, while flying away, were struck on their backs, and other*, 
on their sides. That general en^a^exuent continued to rage fiercely. Soon, 
however, the morning Sun arose. 



SECTION CLXX3CV1IL 

“Sanjaya continued ,— Tnc warriors, O kina, thus clad in mail on the 
field of battle, adored the thousand rayed Adhya as he rose at morn. When 
the thousand rayed lumnary, of splendour bright as that of burning gold, 
arose, and the world became illumined, the battle once more commenced. 
The same soldiers that were engaged with each other before sunrise, 
once more fought with each other, O Bhamu, after the rise of the Sun. 
Horsemen engaged with car-warriors, and elephants with horsemen, 
and fool-soldier* with elephants, and horsemen with horsemen and 
foot-soldiers with foot-soldier. And car-warriors eogaued with car-warrior*, 
and elephants with elephants, and horsemen with horsemen, O bull of 
Bharata’i race. Sometimes unitedly and sometimes separately, the warriura 
fell upon one another in battle Having fnught vigorously in the night, 
many, tired with exertion, and weak with hunger and thirst became deprived 
of their senses. The uproar, O boil of Bharau's Tace, made in con sequence 
of the blare of conchs, the beat of drums, the roar of elephants, and the 
twang of outstretched bow* drawn with force, touched the very heavens, O 
king I The noise made abo by rushing infantry and falling weapons, and 
neighing bteeds and rolling cars, and shouting and roaring warriors, became 
tremendous. That I >ud noise increasing every minute, reached the heaven*. 
The groans and wails of pain, of falling and fallen foot-soldiers and car- 
warrior* and elephants, became exceedingly loud and pitiable as these were 
heard on the field. When the engagement became general both sides slew 
each other as also their own men an*l animals. Hurled from the hand* 
of heroes upon warriors and elephants, heaps of swords were 9ecn on the field, 
resembling heap* of cloths on the washing ground. The sound, again, of 
uplifted and descending swurds in heroic aim* resembled that of cloths 
thrashed for wash. That general engagement then, in which the warriors 
encountered one another with swords and rami tars and lances aud battle-axe*, 
became exceedingly dreadful. The heroic combatants then caused a river 
there that ran its course towards the region* of the dead. The blood of 
57 
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elephants and steeds and human bring* formed its current. Weapons formed 
its fah in profusion It was miry writh\blood and flesh. Wails of grief and pain 
formed its roar. Banners and doth formed its froth. Afflicted with shafts and 
darts worn with exertion, spant with toil on the (previous) night, and exceedingly 
weakened, elephants and steeds, with timhs perfectly motionless, stood on the 
field. With their arms (in beautiful attitudes) and with their beautiful coats of 
mail, and beads decked with beautiful ear-rings the warriors, adorned with 
implements of hattle, looked exceedingly resplrndent.* At that time, in conse- 
quence of tbe carnivorous animals and the dead and the dying, there was no 
path for the cars all oxer the field Afflicted with shafts steeds of the noblest 
breeds and high mettle, resembling elephants (in sire and strength), worn out 
with toil, were seen to tremble as, with great efforts, they drew vehicles whose 
wheels had sunk in the Barth The whole of that host, O Bharata, resembling 
the ocean for vastness, then became Agitated, and afflicted, and inspired with 
terror, with the exception only of Druna and Arjuna. Theso two became the 
refuge, these two became the saviours, of the warriors of their respective sides. 
Others encountering these two proceeded to the abode of Yarn*. Then the 
vast host of the Kurus became greatly agitated, and the Panchalas. huddled 
V'-ethcr, became no longer distinguishable During that great carnage of 
Kshatriyas on Earth, on that field of battlo enhancing the terror* of the timid 
and looking like a crematjriuui, neither Kama, nor Ornna, nor Arjuna, nor 
Yudhishtbira, nor Bhimasena, nor the twins, nor the Panchala prince, nor 
Satyaki, nor Dussatana, nor Drona’fl son, nor Duryodhana. nor Suvalas son, 
nor Kripa, nor the ruler of the the Madras, nor Kntararman, nor others, nor 
my own self, nor the Banh, nor the p>int3 of the compass, could be seen, O 
king, for all of them, mingled with the troops, were shrouded by clouds of 
dust. During the progress of that fierce and terrible battle, when that dusty 
cloud arose, all thought that night had once more come over the scene. Neither 
the Kauravas, nor the PancluUs, nnr the Pandavas, could be distinguished 
nor tbe point* of the compass, nor the welkin, nor the Earth, nnr even land, 
nor uneven land. The warriors, desirous of victory, slew foes and friends 
in fact all whom they could perceive by touch of their hands. The earthy 
dust that had arisen was soon dispelled by the winds that blew, and drenched 
by tbe blood that was shed. Elephants and steeds and car-warriors and foot- 
soldiers, bathed in blood, looked beautiful like the (celestial) forest of PaHjafa, 
Then Duryodhana, Kama. Drona^and Pustasana, these four ( Kaurava) warriors* 
engaged in b attic with four of the Pandiva warriors Duryodhana and his 
brotherss, encountered the twins (Nakula and Sahadeva). And Radha's so* 
cnayaged with Vrikodara^nd Arjuna with the son ol Bharadwaja. All the troops, 
fTom every side, looked on those terrible encounters. Tl>e car warriors (of both 
armies quietly) beheld that beautiful, that superhuman engagement between 
those fierce and foremost of car-warriors conversant with every mode of 



• 1 adopt the Bombay reading of tbe first line of this Terse.— T. 
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warfare, riding on their own beautiful cars that performed diverse delightful 
evolutions. Endued with great prowess, struggling vicorouriy and each 
aolictiou* of vanquishing the other, they covered each other with showers 
of shafts like the clouds at the ctae of summer (pouring torrents of rain). 
Those bulla among men, ridin-i on their cars of aoUr effulgence, looked 
beautiful like congregated masses of clouds in the autumnal sky Then 
those warriors, O monarch, filled with wrath and desire of reveng., mighty 
bowmen all, challenging, rushed at one another with great vigor like 
infuriate leaders of elephantine herds Verily, O king, death does not 
take place till its hour comes, since all those warriors did not simul- 
taneously perish in that battle.* Strewn w:th lopped off arms and legs, and 
heads decked with beautiful ear rings, and bows and arrows and lance* 
and scimitars andbittle-axei and (other kinds of) axes, and N&likas 
and rasor-headed arrows and cloth-yard shafts and darts and diverse 
kinds of beautiful armour, and beautiful cars broken into pieces, and 
slain elephants and standardly cars looking like cities, and vehicles 
dragged hither and thitheT with the speed nf the wind by dnverless steeds in 
great fright, and large number of well-decked warriors of great courage, 
and fallen fans and coats of mail and standards, and ornaments and 
robes and fragrant garlands, and chains of gold and diadems and crowns 
and head gears and rows of bells, and jewels worn on breasts, and cuirasses 
and collars and gems that adorn head gears the field of battle looked beautiful 
like the firmament bespangled with stars. 

"Then there occurred an encounter between Dtiryodhana filled with 
wrath and desire of revenee and Nakula filled with the aaire feelings 
Madri's ion cheerfully shooting hundreds of shafts, placed thy son on 
his right. At this loud cheers were bestowed upon him. Placed on the 
right by his cousin -brother in wrath, thy son, ns., king Dtiryodhana, 
filled with rage, began, in the hattle. to wonderfully counteract Nakula 
from that very side. Thereupon Nakula, endued with great energy and 
acqtttinted with the diverse courses (in which a car may be conducted), 
began to resist thy son who was engaged in counteracting him from 
his right Duryodbana, however, afflictine Nakula with showers of shafts 
and resisting him on every ride, caused him to turn back. All the 
troops applauded that feat (of thy son,\ Then Nakula, addressing thy »n, 
said,— Wait, Wait.— recollecting all his woe< caused by thy evil counsels. * M 



* 42 in read differently in the Bengal texts The Benea! reading, however, 
is incorrect. In the first line, for fasmin samaxame, t >e Bombay readme 
which I adopt is rajantanafatt In the second, instead of sarvtna (ins. of 
sarva) the correct reading is sart * na. the last beiD2 the na^ative particle. The 
palatals « is a mistake It i9 the dental letter, meaning **/« The sen«e of 
passage is tbit so dreadful was that encounter ihat nil the warriors would 

certainly have perished. The fact, however, that none of them still perished 
was due to the truth that death never appears until its peoper hour comes.— T. 
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SECTION CLXXXIX. 

4, Sanjaya said.— Then Dusstsari, filled with wralh, rushed against 
Sihadeva, causing the Earth 10 tremble with tbe fierce speed of his car 
Madri’i son, however, that cruiher *f foes, with a hrcuid-hexdcd arrow, 
quickly cut off tbe head, decked with head -pear of his rushing antagonist's 
driver. Prom the celerity with which that act was accomplished by 
Sahadeva, neither Duwa«ara nor any oi the troops knew that the driver's 
head had been cut off. The reins being no longer held by anybody, 
the steeds ran at their will. It was then that Dusvi&uu knew that his 
driver had been slain. Converstnt with the nvonaccnicnt of steeds, that 
foremost of car-warriors, himself restraining his steeds in that battle, 
fought beautifully and with gTeat activity and skill. That feat of hia was 
applauded by friends mid foes, smre. riding on that driverless car, he careered 
feirlMBly in tliat battle. Then Sabadev* pierced those steeds with keen 
■bafts. Afflicted with those shafts, they quickly ran away, careering hither and 
thither. For catching hold of the reins, be once laid aside his bow, and then 
be took up hi 9 bow for using it, laying aside the reins. During those oppor- 
tunities the *:>n of Madri enverwd him with arrows Then K.irnu, desirous of 
rescuing thy son, rushed to that spot. Thercuron Vrikodara, *ith great care, 
pierced Kama in the ches: and artrs with three broad-headed shafts sped from 
bis how drawn to its fullest stretch. StTuck with those shafts ike a snake with 
a stick, Kama stopped and be^an to resist Rhimascna, shooting keen shafts. 
Thereupon a fierce battle took place between Bhima and Radha's son. Both 
of them roared like bulls, and the eyes of brtb were exfwndrd (with rage). 
Excited with wrath, and rushing towards each other, with great speed, 
they roared at each other Those two delimiters ir. Hattie were then very close 
to each other. So near were they that thev could not easily shoot their shafts 
at each other. Thereupon an encounter vith maces happened. Bhiraavena 
speedily broke with hi* mace ihr A '*". ira of Kama's car. That feat of his, O 
king, seemed highly wonderful. Then the valiant son of Radha, taking up a 
mace, hurled it at Bbima's car. Bhima, however. Woke it with the mac* of his 
own- Then taking up a heavy mace once more, Bhima buried it at Adhi- 
ratha’s son. Kama struck that mace with numerous shafts of beautiful wings 
sped with great force, and once again with other shafts. Thus struck with 
Kama’s shafts, that mace, turned back inwards Bbimi, like a make afflicted 
with incantations. With the re-bound of that r ace, the huge standard of 
Bhima, broke and fell down. Stmek with that same ranee. Phi ma’s driver 
also became deprived of his sen«e*. Then Bhima, mad with rage, sped eight 
shafts at Kama, and his standard, and bow, and leathern fence, O Bbamta. 
Tbe mighty Bhimasena, that slayer of hostile hemes, with the created care. O 
Bbarata, cut off, with those keen shafts, the standard, thr How, ard the leathern 
fence of Kama. Tbe latter then, th 9 tbe son of Radha, takina up another 
invincible and gold-decked bow, shot a number of shafts, and quickly slew 
Bhima’a steeds c f the hue of bear^ and then bis two driver* Whe#, bis car 
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was thus injured, Bhtma, that chastiser of foes, quickly jumped into the car of 
Nakula like a lion Jumping down u ion a mountain summit*’ 

'‘Meanwhile Drona and Arjuc* those two foremost of car-warriora, pcecepter 
and pupil, both skilled in weapons, O monarch, fought with each other in battle 
stupifytng tike eyes and minds of men with their lightness in the use of weapons 
and the aurene-.s < f their aim, and with the motions of their cars. Beholding 
that battle, the tike of which had never been w tnessed before, between prece- 
ptor ar.d pupil, the other warrior* abstained from fighting with each '>ther and 
trembled. Each of those heroes, displaying beautiful evolutions of his car, 
wished to place the other on his right Die warrior* present there beheld 
their prowess and became filled with wonder. Indeed, that great battle betwoen 
Drona and the son of Partdu resembled that, O monarch, between a couple 
of hawks in the welkin for the lake of a piece of meat. Whatever feats Drona 
performed for vanquishing the son of Kumi, were all counteracted by Arjuna 
performing similar fearg. When Dror.a failed to gam any ascendancy ovct the 
son of Pandu, the son of Bharadw.iya, that warrior acquainted with the course 
of all weapons, invoked into existence the AinJra, the Faiufata. the Tasktra, 
the f f 4ty*try*»,'and the Yanya weapons. As si»on a* those weapons issued 
from Drona's bow, Dhananjaya destroyed them quickly. When his weapons 
wctc thus duly destroyed by Arjuna with his uwn weapons, Drona shrouded 
the son of Pandu with the mightiest of celestial weapons. Every weapon, 
however, that Drona shat at Partha from desire of vanquishing the latter, was 
shot by Partha in“ return for baffling it. Seeing all hi9 weapons, even the 
celestial ones, duly niffled by Arjuna, Dmru applauded the latter in his 
heart. That chastiser of foe* O Bharata, regarded himself superior to every 
person in the world acquainted with weapons, in consequence *of Arjuna 
having been his pupil. Thus resisted by Partha in the midst of all those 
illustrious warrior*, Drona, struggling with vigor, cheerfully resisted Arjuna (in 
return), wondering all the whilr. Then the celestial* and GanAharvas in thou- 
sands, and Rithit and bodies of Siidhas, were seen on all sides in the welkin. 
Filled with (those A5 af*o with) Apsaras and Yukshas and J?ak$ka$<al t it Cnee 
more seemed that the welkin was darkened by gathering clouds An invisible 
voice, fraught with the praises of Drona and r he high-touted Portia was heird 
tn repeatedly course through the firmament When in consequence of the 
weapons shot by Drona and Partha all sides seemed ablaze with light, the 
SiJJAa f and the Ritkis that were present, said,— This is no human noi A sura. 
noT F*kshasa % nor celestial, nor GanAharTa battle 1 Without doubt this if a 
high Brahma encounter I This bade is exceedingly beautiful and highly 
wonderful ! We have never seen or heard of its like 1 Sometimes the 
preceptor prevails over the son of Pandu, and sometime* the son of Pandu 
prevails over Drona 1 No one can find any difference between them I If 
Rudra, dividing his own atlf into two portion* fights himself with himself, 
then may an instance be bad to match this. Nowhere else "can an instance 
be found to match it ! Science, gathered in one place, exists in the preceptor. 
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Science and means are in the son of Pandu ! Heroism in one place is in 
Drona. Heroism and might are in the son of Panda. None of these warriors 
can be withstood by foes in battle. If they wish, both of them can destroy 
the universe with the Rads !— Beholding those two bulls among men, all 
invisible and visible creatures said these words. The high-souled Drona 
then, in that battle, invoked into existence the Brahma weapon, afflicting 
Partha and all invisible beings. Thereupon the Earth with the mountains 
and waters and trees trembled. Fierce winds began to blow. The seal 
swelled in agitation. The combatants of the Kuru and the Pam lava 
armies, as also all other creatures, became in inspired with fear, when that 
illustrious warrior uplifted that weapon. Then Panha, O monarch, fearlessly 
baffled that weapon by a Bramka, weapon of his own, at which all that 
agitation in nature was speedily pacified At last when none of them could 
vanquish his antagonist in single combat, a general engagement took place 
between the hosts, causing a great con fusion on the field. During the progress 
□f that dreadful battle between Drona and the son of Pandu (as also of that 
general engagement), once more, O king, nothin?! could be distinguished. 
The welkin became covered with dense showers of shafts as if with misses of 
clouds, and creatures ranging the air could no longer find a passage through 
their element.** 



SECTION CLC 

Sanjaya said,— 'During that fearful carnage of men and steeds and 
elephants, Duwa&ana, O king, encountered Dhrishtadyumna. Mounted upon 
his golden car and exceedingly afflicted with the shafts of Dussasana, the 
Panchala pcince wrathfully showered his shafts upon thy son's steeds. Covered 
with the shaft! of Prjshata’s son, O king, Dussanana's car, with standard and 
driver, scon became invisible. Afflicted with^tboae showers of arrows, 
Dussasina, O monarch, became unable to stay before the illustrious prince 
of the PanchaDs. Forcing, by means of his shafts, Duss&i&na to turn back 
Prishata’s son, scattering his arrows, proceeded against Drona in that battle. 
At that time Hridika’s son Kntavarman, with three of his uterine brothers, 
appeared on the scene and attempted to oppose Dhrishtadyumna. Those 
bulls among men, however, nr, the twins (Nakula and Sahadeva) following 
in the wake of Dhrishtadyumna who was thus proceeding like a biasing fire 
towards Drona, began to protect him. Then all those great car-warriors, 
endued with mi^ht and excited with rage, began to strike one another, making 
death their goal. Of pure souls acid pure conduct, O king, and keeping 
heaven in view, they fought according to righteous methods, desirous of 
vanquishing une anulhet. Of stainless lineage and stainless acts, and endued 
with great intelligence, those rulers of men, keeping heaven in v^w, fought 
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fair battles with another. There w*6 nothing unfair in that fight and no 
weapon was used that is regarded unfair. No barbed arrows, nor those called 
nor those that are poisoned, nor those with heads made of horns, nor 
those equipt with manj pointed heads nor tboic made of the bones of 
bulls and elephants, nor those having two heads, nor those having rusty 
heads, nor those that are not straight going, were used by any of 
them. 4 All of them ured simple and fair weapons and desired to win 

both fame and regions of great blessedness by fighting fairly. Between 

those four warriors of tby army and th se three of the Pandava side, 

the battle that took place was exceedingly dreadful but digested of every- 

thing unfair. Then Dhrishtadyuraru, exceedingly quick in the use of 
weapons, beholding those brave and mighty car-warrioTs of tby army checked 
by the twins (Nakula and Sahadeva), proceeded towards L)rona. Checked 
by those two lions among men, those four heroic warriors encountered 
the former like the winds assaying a couple of mountains (standing on 
their way). Each of the twins — those great car warriors — was engaged 
with a couple of arrows upon Drona. Beholding the invincible prince 
of the Pftnchalaa proceeding against Drona, and those four heroes (of his 
own army) engaged with the twins, Duryodhana 0 monarch, rushed to 
that spot, scattering showers of blood-drinking arrows. Seeing this Satyaki 
qnickly ippruacbed the Kuril king. Those two tigers among men, via., 

the two descendants of Kuru and Madbu, approaching each other, became 

deairoue of striking each other :n battle. Recalling to mind their behavt* 
our towards each other in childhood and reflecting with pleasure on the 
same, they gaxed at each other and smiled repeatedly. Then king Duryo- 
dhana (mentally) blaming his own conduct, addressed his cvrr dear friend 
Satyaki, and sa>d,— Fie on wrath, O friend, and fie on vindict-venew I 
Fie on Kshatriya usage, and fie on might and prowess, since thou aimest 
thy weapons at me and I too am aiming at thee, O bull of Sana's race I 
In those days thou wert dearer to me than life itself, and I also was 
such to thee ! Alas, all those acta of childhood that I remember, of 
both thyself and mine, become as nothing on the field nf battle I Alas, 
moved by wrath and covetousness, we are here to-day for fighting with 
each other, O thou of the Satwata race 1 — Unto him who said those 

words, 0 king, Satyaki. conversant with high weapons, taking up some 

keen mows, smilingly replied,—' This is no assembly, O prince, nor the 
abode of our preceptor, where in former day9 we spurted, O prince, ming- 
ling together '. — Duryodhana answered, — Where have those sports of our 
childhood gone, 0 bull of Sini's race, and, alts, how has thts battle now 
come upon us ! It seems that the influence of Time is irresistible 1 



4 All these arrows inflicted bad wounds and could not be easily extracted 
Shafts of crooked courses were condemed because the combatants could not 
easily baffle them, not knowing at whom they would fall.— T. 
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(Urged though we arr) by desire of wealth, whu use, tx>wever. have «e of 
wealth that, assembled together, we are now engaged m battle, moved by 
avarice of weaith !— 

‘•San jaya said,— 'Unto kin* Duryodbaru who said so, Salyaki replied,— 
This has always been the u»j;e of Kshatriyas «*, they have to fight 

«ven with their preceptor* ! If I am dear to thee, O kin^, then slay 

me without any delay ! Through thee O bull of flharata's race. I would 
then etuer the regions of the righteous ! Exhibit, without delay, all thy 
might and prowess I I do not desire to witness this great calamity of 
friends I— Having replied and rejoined thug, Salyaki, O monarch, 

fearlessly and in utter disregard of life, quickly advanced a gainst Duryo- 
d liana. Beholding him advance thy son received him. Indeed, 0 king, 
thy Sun poured on him of Sini r s race a perfect shower of arrows. 
Then commenced a terrible battle between those lions of Kuru’s and 
ftiadhu’s races resembling an encounter between an elephant and a lion. 
Then Duryodhana, filled «ilh WTath, pierced the invincible Salyaki with 
many keen cur rows shot from his bow drawn to ill fullest stretch. 

Salyaki quickly jxeretd the Kuru prince in return with fifty keen 
shafts in that battle and once more with twenty and again with ten 
shafts. Then in that encounter, 0 k » n K. th J ***• while, 

pierced Salyaki in return with thirty arrows shot from his bowstring 
drawn to his ear. Shooting then a roxar headed arrow, he cut off in 
twain the bow, with arrow fixed thereon, of §aty*ki. Endued with great 
lightness of hand, the bllec then, talking up a tougher bow, shot 
shuwer* of shafts at thy ion. As those lines of arrows advanced for 
cboiptMUlg the death of Duryudhaoa, the latter, O king, cut them into 
pieces, it which the troops shouted loudly. With great swiftness, the Kuru 
king afflicted Salyaki with three and seventy shafts equip* with wings of 
gold and steeped in oil and shot from his bow drawn tu its fullest stretrh. 
All those arrows of Doryodbana, as also his bow with arrow fixed thereon, 
Salyaki quickly cut off. The S&lwata hero then poured showers of shafts 
on his antagonist. Deeply pierced by Salyaki, and feeling great pain, 
Duryodhana O king, in great distress, sought shelter in another car. Having 
rested awhile and refreshed himself, thy son once more advanced against 
Satyaki, shooting showers of shafts at the latter's car. Smilingly, O king, 
Satyaki ceaselessly shot multitudes of shafts at Duryodhana's cor. The 
shafts of both mingled w:th one another in the welkin. In cunsequencc of 
those arrows thus shot by both falling fast on every aide, loud sounds like 
those of a raging fire consuming a mighty forest aroK* there. With those 
thousands of arrows shot by both, the Earth was densely coveted. The 
welkin also became filled therewith. Beholding then that foremost of car- 
warriors, ris., that hero of Madhu's race, to be mightier than Duryodhana, 
Kara* rushed to that spot, desirous of rescuing thy sod. The mighty 
Bbimasena however, couid out brook that attempt of Kama. He, therefore. 
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quickly proceeded against Kama, shooting innumerable shafts. Cutting off 
al! those shafts of Bhima with the greatest ease, Kama cut off Bhima’s bow, 
arrows, and driver alsu, with hi* own shafts. Then, Pandu's son Bbima, 
filled With rage, took up a tuace and crashed the bow, standard, and driver 
of his antagonist in that encounter. The mighty Bhima alt© broke one of 
the wheels of K&rna’s car. Kama, however, atood on that car of his which 
had one of its wheels broken, immovable at (Meru) the king of mountains. 
That beautiful car of his which had now only one wheel, was borne bj his 
steeds, like the single wheeled car-of Surya drawn by the seven celestial steeds. 
Incapable of brooking the feats of Bhmiaieoa, Kama, continued to fight 
with the Utter, using diverse kinds of shaft* in profusion and diverse kinds 
of other weapons in that encounter Bhi-uasena also, filled with wrath, 
continued to fight with the Suia's son. When the engagement became 
general and confused, (Yudhishthira) the son o! Dbarma, addressing all tbe 
foremost of warriors among the PanchaUs and the Matsyas, said. — They 
that are our life, they that are our beads, they amongst us that are 
endued with great strength,— those bulls among men, — are all engaged 
with the Dhartarashttas 1 Why du ye then stand thus a9 if stupified and 
deprived of your senses ? Proceed thirher where those car-warriors of my 
army arc fighting 1 Driving away your fears and keeping in view the 
duties of Kshatrijas, (engage in fight), for then, conquering or slain, ye 
will gain desirable goals I If you prove victors, you nuy perform diverse 
sacrifices with profuse gifts to Brahmanas ! If, on the other band, you are 
slain, becoming then equals of the celestials, you will win many regions 
of blessedness I — Thus urged by the king, those heroic and mighty car- 
warrion engaged in battle, observant of Kshairiya duties, quickly proceeded 
against Drona. The Pancbalas then, from one side, assailed Drona with 
innumerable arrows, while others headed by Bhimasena began to resist 
him from another swle. The Pandaras had throe crooked-minded mighty 
car-warriors amongst them. They were RhiroaseQa and live twins (Naku|a 
and Sahadeva). These addressed Dharunjaya loudly and said,— Rush, O 
Arjuna, with speed and drive away tbe Kurus from Droca's vicinity 1 If 
the preceptor can be deprived of h:s protectors, tbe Pancbalas may then 
slay bira easily I— Thus addressed, Partha suddenly rushed against tbe 
Kauravaa, while Drona rushed agaginst the Pancbalas headed by Dhrishta- 
dyurnnm Indeed, on that the fifth day (of Drona's command) those 
herok combatants, O Bharato, were grinded and crushed with great celerity 
(by Rharwaja's son).* * 
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SECTION CXCI. 



“SaDjiyA laid,— *Thcn Drona caused a great carnage among the 
PanchaUs tike the slaughter caused by Sakr* himself id ra^e amongst 
the D.i*r?v in iiy« of yore. The great car -warriors uf the Pandava 

army, endued with might and energy, though slaughtered O king, by 
Drona’s weapons, were not yet af eared of Drona in that battle. 

Indeed, 0 monarch, those irn^hty car-warnors, viz , the Psnchalas and 
the Srinjayas. all ruslied agai U Drona himself for fighting with him. 
Loud ard fierce were the yells they uttered as they rushed towards 
Droiu for en&>mpifsing him on all sides and were slaughtered by him 
with shafts and darts. Beholding the slaughter of the Panchalas in that 
battle by the illustrious Drona, and seeing his weapons overwhelm all 
sides, fe.ir entered the hearts of the Pandavas. Beholding that dreadful 

carnage a: steeds and human beings in that battle, the Pandavas, O 

monarch, became hopeless of victory (They began to say unto each 
other)— Is it not evident that Drona, that warrior conversant with the 
mightiest of weapons, will consume us .ill like a raging conflagration 
consuming h«p of straw rn the season of spring ? There is none 
competent to even look at him in battle * Conversant with the ways of 
morality, Arjuna (who alone xs a match for him) will not fight with 
him I — Beholding the sons of Kunti afflicted with the shafts of Drona 
and inspired with fear, Kesava, endued with great intelligence and devoted 
to their welfare, addressed ArfJOa and said. — This foremost of all bowmen 
is incapable of being ever vanquished by force in battle, by the very 
*ods with V.\sava at their heid ! When, however, be lays aside his 
weapons, lie becomes capable of bein' slain on the field by even 
human b itv.s I Casting aside virtue ye sons of Pandu, adopt now some 
contrivance for gaming the victory, so that Drona of the golden car 
may not slay u» all in battle! Upon the fall of (his son) Aswatthaman 
he will erase to fi<hl, I think. L=t some man, therefore, tell him 
that Aswatthaman hath been slain in battle 1— Thu advance, however, 
O kin;.*, was not approved by Kunti*s ton Dharunjaya. Others approved 
of iu But Yudhishthira accepted it with great difficulty. Then the 
mighty-armed Bbima, O king, slew with a mace a foe-crushing, terrible, 
and huge elephant, named Aswatthaman, of his own army, belonging to 
Indravarman the cbe.f of the hlalavas. Approaching Drona then in that 
battle, with some bashfulness Bhimasena began to exclaim aloud,— 
Aswatthaman hath been slain 1— That elephant named Aswatthaman 
having been thus slain, Bhnna spoke of Aswatthaman ’s slaughter. 
Keeping the true fact within hi* mind, he said what was untrue. 
Hearing those highly disagreeable words of Bhiraa, and reflecting upon 
them, Drona' s limbs seemed to dissolve like sand in water. Recollecting 
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however, the proveff of bn son, he soon came to regard that intelligence 
as false. Hearing, therefore, of bis daughter, Drona did not become 
unmanned. Indeed, soon recovering his senses, he became comforted, 
remembering that his son was incapable of being resisted by foes. 
Rushing toward* the son of Prrshata and desirous of slaying that hero 
who had been ordained as his slayer, he covered him with a thousand keen 
shafts equip* with kania feathers. Then twenty thousand Panc'.iala car- 
warriors of great energy covered him, while he was thus careerin' in battle, with 
their shafts. Completely shrouded with those shafts, we could not any longer 
see that great car-warrior who then resembled, 0 monarch, l!ie Sun covered 
with clouds in the season of raina Filled with wrath and desirous of compas- 
sing the destruction of those brave Panchalas, that mighty car-warrior, that 
scorcher of foes, tvi., Drona, duelling all those shafts of the Panchalas, 
then invoiced in o existence the Arakina weapon. At that time iTona 
looked resplendent like a smokeless and blazing fire. One- mare filled with 
rage, the valiant son of Bharadwaja slaughtering all the Soraakas, seemed to 
be invested with grea? splendour. In That dreadful battle lie felled the heads 
of the Panchalas and cut off their massive arms looking like spiked maces and 
decked with golden ornaments. Indeed, those Ksbatriyaa, slaughterd in 
battle by Bhartdwaja’s son, fell down on the EtTth and lay scattered hire trees 
uprooted by the tempest. In consequence of fallen elephants and steeds, 
O Bharata, the Earth, miry with flrsh and blond, berime impassible. Having 
slain twenty thousand PancKilt car-warr.ors DronA, in that battle, 
shone resplendent like a smokeless and biasing fire. Once more filled 
with rage, the valiant son of Bharadwajt cut off, with a broid -beaded 
arrow, the head of Vasudana £n>tn his trunk. Once more slaying five hundred 
Matsyax, and six thousand elephants, He slew ten thousand steeds. Beholding 
Drona ttatiootd on the field for the extermination of the Kahaniya race the 
Rithis Viswamitra, and Jamidagni. and Bharadwa)*, and Gautama, and 
Vaslshtha, and Kai>iapa, and At r, and the Sikah w, ihc Pnsnis, Garrp. the 
ValiJkhilyas ; the Manchifrai % the descendants nf Vrigu and An-air** and diverse 
other sages of subtile forms quickly came thither with the Bearer of sacrificial 
libations at their head, and, desirous of taking Drona away unto the region of 
Brahman, addre«scd Drona, that ornament of hattle, and raid. — Thou art 
fighting unrighteously. The hour of thy death is come. Laying aside thy 
weapons in battle, O Drona, behuld us stationed here l After this, 
it behuveth thee not to perpetrate such exceedingly cruel deeds 1 T!>ou art 
versed in the Vidas and tbeir branches. Thou art devoted to the duties 
enjoined by trutn. Especially, thou an a Bnhmana ! Such nets do not 
become thee ! Lay aside thy weapons. Drive away the film of error that 
shrouds thee. Adhere now to the eternal path. The juried for which thou 
art to dwell in the world of men is now tell TVm hast, with the firahma 
weapon, burnt men on Earth that arc unacquainted with weapons. This 
act that thou hast perpetrated, O regenerate one, is not righteous ! Lay aside 
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thy weapons in battle without delay, O Drona. Do not wait longer on Earth ! 
Do not, O regenerate one, perpetrate such a jinful act I— Hearing these woids 
of their as also those spoken by Bhhuaeena, and beholding Dhrishtadynmna 
before him, Drona became exceedingly cheerless in battle. Burning with 
grief and exceedingly afflicted, he enquired of Kunti's son Yudhishthira as 
to whether his son (Aswailbamari) had been stain or not. Drona firmly 
believed that Yudhishthira would ncveT speak an untruth even for the sake 
of the sovereignty of the three worlds. For this reason that bull among 
Brahmanas asked Yudhishthira and not any body else. He bad hoped 
for truth from Yudhishthira from the latter’s infancy. 

11 'Meanwhile, O monarch, Govinda, knowing that Drona, that foremost 
of warriors, was capable of sweeping all the Pandiva* off the face of the 
Earth, became much distressed* Addressing Yudhishthira he laid,— 1 1 
Drona fighteth, filled with rage, for even half a day* I tell thee truly, 
thy army will then he annihilated 1 Save us then from Drona ! Under 
such circumstances, falsehood is better than truth I By telling an untruth 
for saving a life, one is not touched by sin. There is no sin in untruth 
spoken unto women, or in nurriages, or for saving kine* or for rescuing 
a Brahmana. 4 — While Govinda and Yudhishthira were thus talking with 
each other, Bbimisena (addressing the king) said,— As won, O monarch, 
as 1 beard of the means by which the high-souled Drona might be 9lain, 
putting forth my prowess in battle I immediately dew a mighty elephant, 
like unto the elephant of Sakra himtelf, belonging to Indravarman, the 
chief of the Malavas, who was standing within thy army. I then went 
to Drona and told him, — Aswatthaman has been slain, O Brahmana ! 
Cease then to fight !— Verily, O bull among men, the preceptor did not 
believe in the truth of my words. Desirous of victory as ibou art, accept 
the advioe, of Govinda ! Tell Drona, O king, that the son of Saradwat's 
daughter is no morel Told by thee, that bull among Brahman \a will 
never fight I Thou, O ruler of men, art reputed 10 be truthful in the 
throe worlds.— Hearing those words of Bhima and induced by the counsels 
of Krishna, and owing also to the inevitability of destiny, O monarch, 
Yudhishthira made up his mind to say what he was desired. Fearing to 
utter an untruth, but earnestly desirous of victory, Yudhishthira distinctly 
said that Aswatthaman was dead, add ini indisLintly the word tlephamt (after 
the name). Before this. Yudhisbthira's car had stayed at a height of four 
fingers' breadth from the BUTfaoe of the Earth. After, however, be had 
said that untruth, bis (vehicle and) animals touched the Earth Hearing 
those words from Yudhishthira, the mighty car-warrior Drona, afflicted with 
grief for the (supposed) death of his son, yielded to the influence of 
despair. By the words again of the /NsMs, he regarded hiioself 



• This verse is omitted in the Bombay text. There can be no doubt, 
however, about its genuineness. — T. 
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a great offender against the high-eouled Pandavas. Hearing now about 
the death of his son, he became perfectly cheerless ; and filled with 
anxiety upon hebolding Dbrishudyuman, O king, that chastiser of foes 
could not fight as before, * ” 



SECTION CXC1K. 

“Sanjaya said, — 'Beholding Drona filled with great anxiety and almost 
deprived of his senses by grief, Dhrhhtadyumna, the sjci of the Panchala 
king, rushed at him. That hero had. for the destruction of Druna, been 
obtained by Drupoda, that ruler of men. at a great sacrifice, from the 
bearer of sacrificial libations. Desirous of flaying Drona, he now took 
up a victory-giving and formidable bow whose twang rcsemHed the 
roll of the clouds, whose string was possessed of great strength, and 
which was irreiragible and celestial. And be fixed on it a fierce arrow 
resembling a snake uf virulent poison and possessed of the splendour 
of fire. That arrow, resembling a fire of fierce flames, while within 
the circle of his bow, looked like the autumnal Sun of great splendour 
within a radiant circle. Beholding that blaring bow bent with force 
by Prisbata's son, the troops regarded that to be the last hour (of 
the world). Seeing that arrow aimed at hiiu, the valiant son of Bhnradwaja 
thought that the last hour of his body had come. The preceptor pre- 
pared with care to baffle that shaft. The weapons, however, of that 
high-souldd one, O monarch, no longer appeared at his bidding. 4 His 
weapons had not been exhausted although he had shot them ceaselessly 
for four days and one night On the expiry, however, of the third 
part of that the Afih day, his arrows became exhausted. Seeing the 
exhaustion of ha arrows* and afflicted with grief on account of his 
son's death, and in consequence also of the unwillingness of the 
celestial weapons to appear at his bidding, he desired to lay aside his 
weapons, uttered thereto by the words of the Rishis also. Though 
filled with great energy, he could not, however, fight as before. Then 
taking up another celestial bow that Angiras had given him, and certain 
arrows that rambled a Brabmmx’s curse, he continued to fight with 
Dhrishtadyumna. He covered the Panchala prince with a thick shower 
of arrows, and filled with rage, mangled hts angrj antagonist. With 

his own keen shafts be cut off into a hundred fragments those 

of the prince as also the latter's standard and buw* He then felled 



♦ The celestial weapons were all living agents that- appeared at the bidding 
of him wbo knew how to invoke them. They abandoned, bowcveT, the 
person who«se death was imminent, although invoked with the usual 
fotmulx.— T. 
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his antagonist's driver Then Dhriihtadyumoa, Broiling, took up another 
bow, and pierced Drona with a keen shaft in the centre of the chest. 
Deeply pierced therewith and k»ing his self-poss«sk>o in that encounter 
that mighty bowman then, with a 9harj* and broad-headed arrow, once 
more cut rff Pbrishtadyumna's bow. Indeed, the invincible Drona then 
cut off all the weapons, j king, and all the bows that his antagonist 
had, with the exception only of his mace and sword. Filled with rage, 
he then pierced the an>;ry Dhrixhtadyuiuna, O chastiser of foes, with 
nine keen arrows capable of taking the life of every foe. Then the 
mighty car-warriors Dhrishudyuwma of immeasurable soul, invoking into 
existence the Brahna weapon, caused the stetds of hi* own car to 
be mingled with thn»c of his toe's. Endued with the speed of the 
wind, those steeds that were red and of the hue of pigeons, O bull of 
Bharata’e race, thus mingled together, looked exceedingly beautiful. 
Indeed, O king, those steeds thus mingled together on the field of 
battle, louked beautiful like roaring; clouds in die seasou of rains, 
charged with lightning. Than that twice-bortt one of immeasurable soul 
cut off the shaft joins, the wheel-joints, and (other) car-joints of DhrishU- 
dyumna Deprived of tits bow, and made earless and steadies* and 
driver le«*, the heroic Dhrishtadyumnt, fallen *.nto great distress, grasped 
a mace. Pilled with rage, the mighty car-warrior Drona of unbaffled 
prowess, by mean s of a number of keen shafts, cat off that mace while it 
was on the point of being hurled a; biro. Beholding his mace cut off 
by Drona with his arrow, that tiger among men, (m., die Panchala 
prince), took up a spotless sword and a bright shield decked with a 
hundred moons. Without doubt, under those cir cum stances, the Pancbal* 
prince determined to make an end of that foremost of preceptors, that 
bigb-souled warrior. Sometimes sheltering himself in his car-box and 
sometimes riding an his car-shaft, the prince mured about, uplifting his 
sword and whirling his bright shield. The muhly cat-warrior Dhriabtadyurana, 
desirous of achterinc, from folly, a difficult feat, hoped to pierce tbe chew 
of BbordwajaV son in that battle. Sometimes he stayed upon the yoke, 
and sowei me* under the haunches of Drocia's red steeds. These move- 
ment* of bif were highly applauded by all the troops. Indeed, while be 
stayed amid the trappings of the yoke or behind those red Meeds, 
Drona found no opportunity tn strike him. Ail this seemed exceedingly 
wonderful. Tbe movements of both Drona and Pr.shata’s son in that battle 
resembled those of a hawk careering through the welkin for a piece of 
meat. Then Drona, by means of a dart, pierced tbc white steeds of his 
antagonist, one alter another, not striking, however, tbe red ones amongst 
them (that belonged to himself)* Deprived of life, those steeds of 
Dhnshtadyumna fell down upon the Earth. Tnereupon the red steeds of 



• I adopt the Bombay reading.— T. 
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Drona himself, O king, were freed from the entanglements of Dhrista- 
dyumna's :ar. Beholding his steeds shun by that foremost of Bnhmanas, 
Prithau’s son, that mighty car-warrior, that foremost of fly liters, could not 
brook it Though deprived of his cut, will that foremost of all swords- 
men, armed with his sword, sprang towards Drona, O monarch, like 
Virata's son (Ganida) making a swoop at a snake. The form, O king, 
of Dhrishtadyurana at that time when he sought to slav the son of 
Bharadwaja resembled the form of Vishnu himself in days of yore when 
at the point of slaying Hiranyakacipu. He performed diverse evolutions 
In fact, O Kauravya, the of Prishau, careering in that battle, exhibited 
the well-known one and twenty different kinds of motion. Armed with 
the sword, and shield in hand, Priahau's 9on wheeled about* and 
whirled his sword on high, and made side thrusts, and rushed forward, 
ami ran sideways, and le^pt high, and assailed the ftanks of his 
antagonists and receded backwards, and closed with bis foe* and pressed 
them hard. Haring practised them well, he all" showed the evolutions 
called Bh*ra<a % Kauuka Sohvata, as he careered in that battle for corapiss- 
ing the destruction of Diona- Beholding those bniuiiful evolutions of 
Dhrishtadyumna as he careered on die field, sword and shield in hand, all 
the warriors, as also the celestials assembled there, were fi'kd with wonder. 
The regenerate Drona then, shooting a thousand arrows ir the thick of fight, 
cut off the sword of Dhishtadyuroiu as also his shield decked with a hundred 
moons. Those arrows that Drona shot, while fighting from iuch a near point, 
were of the length of a span. Such arrows arc used only in dove fight. 
None else have arrows of that kind, except Saradwat’t son ( Knpa), and Partha, 
and Aswathaman and Karoo, Frmddyumni and Yuyudhana have and Abhi- 
manyu also had such arrows Then the preceptor, desirous of slaying his 
disciple who was unto him even as his own son, fixed on his bowstring a 
shaft endued with great impetuosity. That shaft, however, Sa.yaki cut off by 
means of ten arrows, in the very sight of thy ton as also of the h'ub- 
souled Kama, and thus rescued Dhrisbtadyumr.% who wa« <in the point 
of succumbing to Drona. Then Kcsav* *r.d Dhananjaya beheld Stlyaki 
of prowess incapable of being baffled, whu, 0 Bharatx was thus careering 
in the car-tracks (of the Kuiu warriors) and within the range of the shafts 
of Drona and Kama and Kripa, Saying,— Ex&iient, Rxalltnt /—both of 
them loudly applauded Sityaki of unfading ftory, who was thus destroy- 
ing the celestial weapons of all those warriors. Then Kesava and Dhanan- 
)aya rushed towards the Kurus. Addressing Krishna, Dhananjaya said,— 
Behold, O Kesava. that perpetuator of Madhhu's race, tfY, Satyaki of 
true prowess, sponing before ibe preceptor and .hose mighty ear-warnora 
and gladdening me and the twins and Bhima and king Yudhishtbira ! 
With skill acquired by practice and without insolence, behold that en- 
hancer of the fame of the Vrisbnis, wV, Satyaki, careering in battle, 
sporting the while with those mighty car-warriors ! All these troupe, 
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as also the Siddhas (in the welkin), beholding him invincible in battle, 
are filled with wonder, and applauding mm, saying,— RxctlU n t, ExcilUnt 
Indeed. O king, the warriors of both armies all applauded the Satwata 
hero, in consequence of his feat*/ " 



SECTION CXCllI 

‘Sanjaya said, — ‘Beholding those feats of the Satwata hero, Duryodhana 
and others, filled with rage, quickly encompassed the grandson of Sini 
on all sides. Kripa and Kama, as also thy sons* O sire, in that battle, 
quickly approaching the grandson of Sini, began to strike him with 
keen arrow 1. Then king Yudbishihira, and the two other Panda vas, Wf., 
the two iodb of Madri, and Bhimasen* of ^rcat might surrounded Satyki 
(for protecting him). Kama, and the mighty car-warrior Kripa, and 
Duryodhana and others, all resisted Sityaki, pouring showers of arrows on him, 
The grandson of Sini, however, contending with all those great car-warriors, 
baffled, O monarch, that terrible downpour of arrows so suddenly created 
by his foes. Indeed, in that dreadful battle, Satyaki, by means of bis 
own edestial weapons, duly resisted all those celestial weapons aimed at 
him by those illustrious warriors The field of battle became full of many 
cruel sights upon that encounter of those royal combatants, resembling 
that scene of yore when Rudra, filled with rage, bad destroyed all creaturca 
Human arms and heads and bows, O Bbarata, and umbrellas displaced 
(from cars), and yak-tails, were seen lying in heaps on the field of battle. 
The Earth became thickly strewn with broken wheels and cars, and massive 
arms lopped off from trunks, and brave horsemen deprived of life. And, 
O foremost one among the Kurus, large numbers of warriors, mangled 
with falling arrows, were seen in that great baitle to roll and writher on 
the ground in agony or the last spasms of death. During the progress 
of that terrible battle resembling the encounter in days of old between the 
celestial? and the Astras, king Yuhhishthira the just, addressing hrs war- 
riors. sa;d,— Putting forth all your rigor, rush, ye great car-warriors, against 
the Pot-born I Yonder the heroic son of PrishaU is engaged with Drona I 
He is endeavouring to the utmost of his might, to slay the son of 
Bbaiadwaja l Judging from the aspect be is presenting in this great battle, 
it is evident that filled with rage, he will today, overthrow DroDa ! 
Uniting together, all of you fight with the Pot-born !— Thus ordered by 
Yudbisbthira, tbe mighty car-warriors of the Srinjayas all rushed with great 
vigor for slaying the son of Bhanidwaja. That mighty car-warrior, ess., 
Bharadwaja’s son, quickly rushed against those advancing warriors, know- 
ing for certain that he would have to die. When Drona of sure aim thus 
proceeded, the Earth trembled violently. Fierce winds began to blow, 
inspiring tbe (hostile) ranks with fear. Large meteors fell, seemioly isau- 
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in* out of tbe Sun, bluing fiercely as they fell And forebodiug great 
terrors. The weapon* of Drona, O sire, seemed to blue us. Cars seemed 
to produce loud rattles, and Steeds to sned t*.r.. The mighty car 
warrior Drona seemed to be divested of h in tattle*. His Mr c y c and 
left hand began to twitch. Beholding Prishau’s son a-ain before him* 
and hearing in mind the words of ihe Riikis about his leaving the world 
for heaven, he became cheerless. He then desired to .ivj j.> lift by 
fighting fairly. Encompassed on all sides h> me troupe of Drupada's eon, 
Drona began to career in battle, oonwning Urge nuaiosrsoi Kshatriyas. 
That grinder of foes, having slain four and twenty thousand Kshatriyas, 
then despatched to Yama’s abode ten tunes ten thousand by means of 
his shafts of keen points. Exerting him sell with care, he seemed to sund 
in that battle like a smokeieas fire. For the extermination of the Kshatriva 
race, he then had recourse to the Brahma weapon. The mighty Bhiroa 
then, beholding tbe illustrious and irresistible prince of the Panchalas 
earless and weaponless, quickly proceeded towards um. Beholding him 
striking at Drona from a near point, that grinder of foes took up 
Dhrishtadyuinna on his own car, and said 'into him, — Save thee there 
is no other man that can venture to fteht with the preceptor. Be quick 
in slaying him. The burden of his slaughter rests upon thee !— Thus 
addressed by Bbima, the mighty-aimed Dhnitodyumna speedily took up 
a strong, new. and very superior bow capable of bearing a urea: strain. 
Filled with rage, and shooting his arrows in that battle at irresistible Drona, 
Dhristadyumna covered tbe preceptor, desirous of withstanding him. 
Those two ornaments of battle then, bath foremost of fighters and both 
filled with rage, invoked into existence the Brahma and diverse other 
celestial weapons. Indeed, O king, Dbristadyumna covered Drona with 
many mighty weapons in that encounter. Destroying all the weapon* of 
Bbaradwaj's son, the Panchak prince, that warrior of unfading glory 
began to slay tbe Vaxatis, the Sms. the Valhikas, and the Kurus, them, that is. 
who protected Drona in that buttle. Indeed. O kinu. shooting showers of 
arrows on all sides, Dhristadyumna at thit time looked resplendent like the Sun 
himself shedding his thousands of rays. Drona, however once more cut off 
the prince's bow and pierced the viuls of the prince bimseif with many arrows. 
Thus pierced, the prince felt g*euii pain. Then Bhi.ua of great wrath, holding 
the car of Drona, U monarch, slowly said these wurds unto him. — If wre;cbes 
amongst Brahrnanax discontented with the avocations of their own order, hut 
well versed in arms, did not fight, the Kfhatriya order then would not have 
been thus exterminated I Abstention from injury tr> all creatures bath been 
said to be the highest of all virtues. The Brahmana is the root of that virtue 
As regards thyself again, tbou art the foremost ot all petaons acquainted with 
Brahma. Slaying all those M!es(has and other warriors, who however are all 
engaged in the proper avocations of their order, moved thereto by ignorance 
and folly, O Bmhroana, and by the draft of wealth for benefiting *on» 
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and wives, indeed, for the sake of an only son. why dost thou not feel 
shame ? He for whom thou h»9t taken up weapons, and for whom thou 
lives*, he deprived of life, lieth to-day on the field of battle* unknown 
to thee and behind thy back I King Yudhishthira the just hath told thee 
this. It bchoveth thee not to doubt thb fact ! — Thus addressed by Bhiraa, 
Drona laid aside his bow. Desirous of laying aside all his weapons also, 
Bh:iradwa]a*s son of virtuous soul said aloud,— O Kama, O Kama, O 
great bowman, O Kripa, O Duryodhana, I tell you repeatedly, exert care- 
fully in battle ! Lee no injury happen to ydu from the Pandaris ! As 
regards myself, I lay aside my weapons ! — Saying these words* he began 
to loudly take the name of Aswa'.thaman. Laying aside his weapons then 
in that battle, and sitting down on the terrace of his car, he devoted 
himself to Yoga and assured all creatures, dispelling their fears. Beholding 
that opportunity, Dhrishtadyumna mustered all his energy. Laying down 
cm the car hb formidable huw with arrow fixed on the bowstring, he 
took up a sword, and jumping down from his vehicle, rushed quickly 
against Drona. All creatures, human and otherwise, uttered exclamations 
of woe, beholding Droua thus brought under Dhrishtadyunma’s power. 
Loud cries of ah and alas were uttered, *9 als^ those of oh and fit. 
As regards Drona, abandoning bis weapons he was then in a supremely 
tranquil state. Having said those words he had devoted himself to 
Yoga. Endued with great effulgence and possessed nf high ascetic merit, 
he had fixed his heart on that Supreme and Ancient Being, vis . Vishnu. 
Bending hia face slightly dovrn, and swelling his breast forward, and closing 
hb eyes, and staying on the quality of Goodness, and disposing his heart 
to contemplation, and thinking nn the monosyllabic Om representing 
Brahma, and remembering the puissant, supreme, and indestructible God 
nf gods, the radiant Drona of high ascetic merit, the preceptor (of the 
Kurus and the Pandavas) repaired to heaven that is so difficult of being 
attained by even tbe pious. Indeed* when Drona thus proceeded to heaven 
it seemed to us that there were then two Suns in the firmament. The 
whole welkin was ablaze and seemed to be one vast expanse of equable 
light when the Sun-kkc Bharadwaja of solar effulgence -ascended to the 
skies. Within the twinkling of an eye, however, that effulgence disappeared. 
Confused sounds of joy were heard, uttered by the gladdened celestials, 
when Drona thus repaired to the region of Brahman, Dhrishtadyumna 
standing, unconscious or it all, beside him. Only we five amongst 
men, beheld the bigh-sotiled Drona rapt in Yoga proceed to the 
highest region of blessedness. These five were myself, Dhananjaya 
the son of Pritha, and Drona’? son Aswatthaman, and Vasudcva of 
VrTBbnfs race, and king Yudhishthira the just, the son of Panda. All 
else, O kingi could not see that glory of the wise Drona dfivoted to 
)tcga while passing out of the world. In fact, all human beings were 
unconscious of the fact that tbe preceptor attained to tbe supreme 




DRONA PARVA 



4*7 

region of Brahma, a region mysterious to the Tery gods, and one that 
is the highest of all. Indeed, none of them could see the preccpter, 
that chastiser of foes, proceed to the region of Brahma , devoted to Yogm 
in the company of the foremost of RUkU s hii body mangled with 
arrows and bathed in blood, after he had laid aside his weapon?. As 
regards Pcishata's *on, though everybody cried fit on him, yet casting 
hii eyes on the lifeless Drona's head, he began to drag it. With his 
awurd then, he lopped off from his foe's trunk that head, his foe remaining 
speechless the while. Having slain Bharadwaja’s son, DhrishUdyuma was 
filled with great joy, and uttered leonine shouts, whirling his sword. 
Of a dark complexion, with white locks hanging down to his ears, 
that old man of five and eighty years of age, used, for thy ;ak* 'only, 
to career on the field of battle with the activity of youth of sixteen. 
The mighty-aimed Dhananjaya the son of Kunti (before Drona's head 
was cut ofO had said, — O son of Dtupada, bring the preceptor alive, do 
not slay him I— He should not be slain 1— even thus all the troops also 
had cned ouL Arjuna, in particular, melted with pity, had cried cut 
repeatedly. Disregarding, however, the cries of Arjuna as also those uf 
all the kings, Dhnshtadyurona s’ew Drona, that bull among men, on the 
terrace of his car. Covered with Drona's hlood, Dhrishtadyumna then 
jumped from the car do*n upon the ground. Looking red like the bun 
he then seemed to be exceedingly fierce. The troop? beheld Drona 
slain even thus in that battle. Then Dlmshtadyumna, that great bowman, 
0 king, threw down that large head of Bbarudwaja's son before the 
warriors of thy army. Thy soldier?, O monarch, beholding the head of 
Bharadwaja's son, set their hearts on flight and ran away in all directions. 
Meanwhile Drona, ascending the skies, entered the stellar path. Through 
the grace of (he JKM Krishna (-Dwaipayana) the son of Satyavati, 1 
witnessed, 0 king, the (true circumstances about the) death of Drona. I 
beheld that illustrious one proceeding, after be bad ascended the sky, 
like a smokeless brand of blazing splendour. Upon the fall of Drona, 
the Kurus, the Panda vas, and the Srin^ayas, all became cheerless and ran 
away with great speed. The army then broke up. Many had been slain, 
and many wounded, by means of keen shafts. Thy warriors (in particular), 
upon the fall of Drona, seemed to be deprived of life, Having sustained 
a defeat, and being inspired with fear about the future, the Kurus regarded 
thomselvcs deprived of both the world*. Indeed, they lost all self-control.* 
Searching for the body of Bharadwaja’s son. O monarch, on the field covered 
with thousands of headless trunks, the kings could not find it The 
PandaviR, haring gained the victory and gTcat prospects of renown in 
the future, began to make loud sounds with their arrows and conebs 

* Derived oj the doth the worlds, having sustained a defeat, they lost 
this world, and flying aw y from the field, they committed a sin and lost the 
next world.— T. 
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and utter loud leonine roars. Then Btnraasena, O king, and DhrUhtadyntna 
the eon of Prishata, were seer, in the nudst of the f Panda va) host to 
embrace each other. Addressing the sch. of Prishata, that scorcher of 
foes, n't, Bhima. said,— I will again embrace thee, O *m of PrishaU, as 
one crowned with victor) 1 , whesi that wretch of a Sufas son shall be slain 
in battle, as also that other wretch, c « M Durjodhana I— Having said 
these words, Bhinascna the son of Panda, filled with transports of Joy, 
caused the E*rth to tremble with the slap* on his armpits. Terrified by 
Shat suund, thy troops ran away from haute, forgetting the duties of 
Ksbatri)** and setting their hearts on flight The Pandavas, having 
acome victors, became very glad, <> monarch, and they fell great happiness 
Jerived from the destruction of their fuel in battle.' " 



SECTION CXCIV. 

“Sanjaya 6aid, — 'Upon the fall of Drona, O king, the Kurus, afflicted with 
weapons, deprived of their leader, broken, and routed, became filled with 
grief- Seeing their foe* (the Pandav sal prevailing uver tli.'m, they repeatedly 
trembled. Their eyes filled with tear*.. ..nd hearts inspired with fear, they 
became, O kin*:, melancholy, and cheerless and deititutu of exertion, and 
deprived of energy through *rief. Uttering loud wails* they gathered round 
thy son. Covered with dust, trembling {with fear), casting vacant eyes on 
all sides, and their v »>cc choked with tears, tiwjr resembled the Daiiyat after 
the fall of Hiranyaksha in day? of yore. Sunounded by them all ai if by 
small annuals struck witli fear, thy sun, unable to stay in their midst, 
pasted away. Afflicted with liunver and thirst, and scorched by the Sun, 
thy warriors then, O ft u rat a, became exceedingly chocrlew. Beholding 
the fall >f fiha* id* ja's SjD which was the like jnLu the dropping of the Sun 
down up-m this Earth *t the drying up uf the ocean or the transplantation 
ol Meru or the defca: of Vasava, beholding that art incapable of being 
quietly witnessed, ihe Kaunr w, 0 kine, fled away in fear, terror lending 
them fireatir speed. The ruler of the Gandharvas (rVs., Sakuni), beholding 
I)r.na of the gotdtO car slain, fl-d, with the car-warriors uf his division, with 
speed that was much *rc*;eT. Even the SutJs son fled away in feaT, taking 
with him his o~n vast divisor, that was retTCAtlng with ^reat speed, with all 
its Mandator The ru er «i» the Madras, e*j„ SaJya alw, casting vacant looks 
■round, fled a way in fc*r, ulcing with him his division teaming with cars 
and elephants and v.«--ds, Caradwat's »>n KHpa, too, fled away, xiying, — Alas, 
Alas , — Ukmg wrth l-.m his division of elephants and foot-folditfS the greater 
part of which had S< fel s'. tin. Kntavarraan, O king, also fled away, borne 
by his swift steeds *nd surround^ by the remnant of hi* Bhoja, Kalin gu, 
Arattuu, and Vulliika ttoopa. Uluka, O king, beholding Duma slain^de 
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away with speed, afflicted with fear and aocompanied by a Urge body of foot- 
soldiers Handsome and endued with youth, and repealed for bis bravery 
Duasanana, also, in great anxiety, fled away surrounded by hit elephant 
division. Taking with him ten thousand cars and three thousand elephants, 
Vrishaseru also fled with speed at sight of Drona’s fall. Accompanied by his 
elephants and horses and cars, and surrounded also by foot-solciets, thy son, 
the mighty car-warrior Duryodhana, too fled aw.iy, O king, taking with him 
the remnant of the Samsaftakas whom Arjuna had not yet slaughtered. 
Susaraun, O ton*, fled away, beholding Drona slain. Riding on elephants 
and cars and greeds, all the warriors of the Kaurava army fled away from the 
field, seeing Drona of golden car slain. Some urging their sires on, some 
their brothers, some their maternal uncles, some their s*>ns, some their 
friends, the Kauravas fled away. Others urging on their hrethern in arms or, 
their sisters’ sons, their kinsmen, fled away on all sides. With dishevelled 
hair, and accoutrements loosend all fled away to such a manner that even 
two persons could not be seen running together.— ns A ‘urn ar»y has bttn 
Wally (Us/rayid,— even this was the belief of every body Others amongst 
thy troops, fled away, O king, throwing off their coats of mail The soldiers 
loudly called upon one another, O hull of Bharata's race, saying, — Wail, 
Wait, dc nti fly , — but none of them that said to themselves stood on the field. 
Abandoning their vehicles and cars decked with ornaments, tbe warriors, 
riding on steeds or using their legs, fled away with great speed. 

“While tbe troops, deprived of energy, were thus flying away with speed, 
only Drona’s son Aswath*man,1ike a huge alligator rnmingup against the curent 
of a stream, rushed against his foes- A fierce battle took place between him and 
many warriors headed by Sikhandm and the Prabhadrakas, the Panchala*, 
the Chedis, and tbe Kaikayas. Slaying many warriors of the Pandava army 
that were incapable of being defeated with ease, arid escaping with difficulty 
from the press of hattle,that hero,por‘C$?cd of the tread of an infuriate elephant, 
saw the (Kaurava) host running away, resolved on flight Proceeding towards 
Duryodhana, Drona’s son, approaching the Kuru king, said.— Why, O Bharata, 
are the troops flying away as if in fear ? Although flying away, thus, O 
monarch thou dost not yet rally them in battle ! Thyself, too, O king, dost not 
seem to be in thy usual frame of mind I Upon the slaughter of what 
lion among car-war rk>rs, O monarch, hath thy force fallen into this 
plight ? Tell me this* 0 Kaurava ! O king, these all that are headed 
(even) by Kama, wart not on the field ! In no battle fought before 
C:d the army fly away thus l Hath any evil befallen thy troops 0 
Bharata ?— Hearing these words of Drona'? son on that occasion, Duryo- 
dhana. that bull among kingf, felt himself unable to impart the bitter 
intelligence. Indeed thy son seemed to 9'nk into an ocean of grief 
like a foundered boat. Beholding Drona’s son on his car, the king 
became bathed in tears. Suffused with shame, O monarch, the king 
then addressed Saradwat’s son, saying,— Blessed be thou, say tbou, before 
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other*, why the array is thus flying away ’—Then Saradwat'a son, O 
king, repeatedly feeling great anguish, told Drona's son how bis *irc had 
been slain. 

41 ‘Kripa saii— Placing Drona, that foremost of car-warri ot* on the 
Earth, it our head, we commenced to fight with only the Panchalas. 
When the battle commenced, the Kurus and the Sooukas, mingled 
together, roared at one another and began to strike down one anotbet 
with their weapons. Daring the progress of that battle, the Dhartanuhtras 
begin to be thinned Seeing this, thy sire, filled with rage, invoked 
into existence i celestial ~eapon. Indeed, Dtodu, that bull among men 
having invoked the Brahma weapon, slew hi* enemies with broad-headed 
arrows, by hundreds and thousands. 4 Urged by file, the Pandavw, the 
Kaikayat, the Matsyas, and the Panchalas, O foremost of regenerate 
ones, approaching Drona'* car, began to perish. With his Brahma 
weapon, Drona despatched unto Yams’* abode a thousand brave warriors 
and two thousand elephants. Of a dirk complexion, with his gray lock* 
hanging down to hie ears, and full five and eighty years old, the aged 
Drona used to career in battle tike a youth of sixteen. When the 
enens)'? troops were thus afflicted and the kins were being slam, the 
Panchalas, though filled with the desire of revenge, turned back from the 
fi^ht When the enemy, turning back, partially lost their order, that 
vanquisher of foes, (n't, Drona), invoking celestial weapons into existence, 
shone resplendent like the risen Sun. Indeed, thy valiant sire, getting 
into the midst of the Pandava*, and having arrows for the ray* that 
emanated from him, resembled the mid-day San at whom none could 
gaxe. Scorched by Drona as if by the blaring Sun, they became^ cheer less 
and deprived of their energy and senses. Beholding them thus afflicted 
by Drona with his shafts, the stayer of Madhu, desirous of victory to 
the khis of Pandu, sa;d these words Truly, this foremost of all wielders of 
arms, this leader of the leader* t* incapable of being vanquished in battle by 
the slayer of Vriua himself l Ye sons of Pandu, laying aside righteousness, 
take care of victory, so that Drona of the golden car may not stay all 
of you in battle ! I think he will not fight after the fall of Aswattharaan 1 
Let some man falsely tell him that Aswatthaman ha* been slain in battle I 
—Hearing these words, Kunti’s son Dhinanjaya approved them not The 
advice, however, met with the appoval of all others, and of even Yudhishira 
with 5 omc difficulty ! Then Bhimasena, with a tinge of bashfulness, said 
unto thy sire, — Aswatthaman hath been slain I — Thy sire, however, did 
not believe him. Suspecting the intelligence to be false, thy father, so 



4 Celestial weapons were invocked with mantras , aa explained in a 
previous note. They were forces which created all sorts of tangible weapons 
that the invoker desired. Here the Brahma weapon took the form of broad - 
headed arrows, — T. 
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affectionate towards thee, enquired of Yudhishthira as to whether thou 
wert reaJly dead or otherwise. Afflicted with the fear of a lie, solicitous 
at the same time of victory, Yudhishthira, beholding a mighty elephant, 
huge as a hill and called A*wattharaan , belonging to the Malava chief 
Tiidrnvarmen, slain on the field by Bhima, approached Drona and answered 
him, saying, — He for whom thou wield est weapons, he, looking upon 

whom thau !iv«t, that ever dear son of thine, eft., Aswatthsman. hath been 
slain 1 Deprived of life he lieth on the bare ground like a 
young lion ! — Aware fully of the evil consequences of falsehood, the ling 
spoke those words unto that best cf Brabmanas, indistinctly adding 
eUfhant (after Aswa:thiman) Hearing of tho fall of his son, he began 
to wail aloud, afflicted with grief Resinning (the foroe of) his celestial 
weapons, he fought not a* before. Beholding him filled with anxiety and 
almost deprived of his senses by grief, the ion of the Pznchala king, of 
cruel deeds, rushed towards him. Seeing the prince who had been ordained 
as his slayer, Drnna, vetsed in all truths about men and things abandoned 
all his celestial weapon* and sat in Praya on the field of battle. Then 
Prishata’s *nn, seising Drorn's head with hi* left hand, and disregarding 
the loud admonitions of all the heroes, cut off that head \—Dren* should 
net A* s/a&f,— even these were the word* uttered from every aide I Similarly, 
Arjuna also, jumping down from his car, quickly ran towards Prishata'j 
son, with arms upraised and repeatedly saying, —O thou that art acquainted 
with the ways of morality, do not slay the preceptor but bring him alive I 
—though thus forbidefi by the Kauravvi as also by Arjuna, thy sire. O 
bull among men, was slain by the cuel Dhrishudyuirma ! Fur this, 
afflicted with fear, the troops are all flying away ! Ourselves also, for 
the same reason, in great cbeerlewnes*, O sinless one, are do : ng the same I—' 
"Sanjaya continued,— ‘Hearing of the slaughter of hie sire in battle, 
Drona's son, like a snake struck with the foot, became filled with fierce 
wrath. And filled with rage, O sire, Aswatthaman blared up in that battle 
like a fire fed with a large quantity of fucL Squeezing his hands and 
grinding hi* teeth, and breathing like a snake, bis eyes became red as blood.' ” 



SECTION CXCV. 

"Dhritarashtra said,— * Hearing, O Saniya, of the slaughter, by unrighteous 
means, of his aged sire, vit. p the regenerate Dbrishtadyumna, what did 
the valiant Aswatthanun say, he, that is, in whom human and Vamna 
and A.fneya and Pragma and Aindra and Nara'tana weapon* are always 
present ? Indeed, learning that the preceptor, that foremost of virtuous men, 
had been unrighteously slain by Dhrishtadyumna in battle, what did 
Aswaltliaman say ? The bigb-souled Drona, having obtained the science of 
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weapons from Rahul, lad imported (a knowledge of) all tl* celestial weapons 
unto his son desirous of toeing the User decked with all the accomplislt- 
meort (o I a warrior). There is only one person in this world, wV, the 
son, and none else, whom people desire to become superior to themselves. 
AU highaouled preceptors have this characteristic, ns, that they impart 
all tbe mysteries of their science unto either sons or devoted disciples. 
Becoming bia sire's pupil, O Sanjxya, and obtaining all those mysteries 
with every detail, the son of Saradwats’ daughter has become a second 
Drona, and a great hero. Aswatdiaman is equal to Kama tn knowledge 
of weapons, to Purandara in battle, to Kartavirya in energy, and Vriluapni. 
in wisdom. In fortitude that youth is equal to a mountain, and in energy 
to fire. In gravity he is equal to the Ocean, and in wrath to the 
poison of the snakes He it the foremost of all car-wankirs in battle, a 
firm bowman, and above all fatigue In speed he is equal to tbe wind 
itself :and he careers in the thick of fight like Yama in rage. While 
he is engsged in shooting arrows in battle, the very Earth becomes 
afflicted. Of prowess incapable ol being baffled that hero is nevir fatigued 
by exertion. Purified by the V,da< and by vows, he is a thorough master 
of the science of arms. Like Rama the son ol Dasaratbo, he is like 
the ocean. incapable of being agitated. Hearing that the preceptor that 
foremost of righteous persons, had been unrighteously slain in bailie hy 
Dhrislitadyuiuna, what, indeed, did AswaliLuuoan say T Aswatthainna hath 
been ordained to to be the slayer of Dhrishtadyumna, even as Yajnasena's 
son, the prince of tbe Pancbalas, was ordained to be the slayer of Drona I 
What, oh, did Aswattlunun say, hearing that his sire tbe preceptor bad 
bee o slain by the cruel, sinful, and mean Dhrishtadyumna of little foresight ? " 



SECTION CXCYI. 

"Sanjaya said,— "Hearing of the slaughter of his sire by Dhrishtadyumna 
of sinful deeds, Drona’s son was filled with grief and rage, O bull among men, 
Filled with rage, 0 king, his body seemed to hlaxe for the like that of the 
Destroyer while engaged in slaughtering creatures at the end of tbe Yuta. 
Repeatedly wiping his fearful eyes, and breathing hot sighs in rage, be said unto 
Duryodhana, these vis ., — I have now learnt how my sire has been slam by 
those low wretches alter be laid apde his weapons, and how abo has a sinful 
act been perpetrated by Yudhishthrra disguised in the garb of virtue 1* I hare 
now heard of that unrighteous and exceedingly cruel act of Dharina’s son ! 
Indeed, amongst those engaged in battle, either of the two. O king must 

• Dkarmadkteeji* literally means a petson hearing the standard of virtue ; 
hence, a hypocrite sanctimoniously talking only of virtue and morality but 
but acting differently. — T. 
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happen w’s., victory or defeat Death in battle is always to be applauded. 
That death, in battle of a person engaged in fL;b:, which takes place under 
circumstances of righteousness, is not deserving of grief as has been observed 
by the sages. Without doubt, ray sire has gone to the regions of bcToes f 
Having met with such a death, I should not grieve for him. The humiliation, 
however, of a seizure of hi9 locks, that he sustained in the very sight of adi 
the troop* while he was righteously engaged in battle, is tearing the very core 
of my heart » Myself alive, my sire's locks were seized why should sonlew 
pooplc then entertain a deaiTc of offspring ?• People perpetrate unrighteous 
acts oc humiliate otherB, moved by lust oc wrath or folly or hatred or levity. 
The cruel and wicked-souled son of Priahata hath perpetrated this exceedingly 
sinful act in total disregard of myself. Dhnshtadyumna, therefore, shall 
surely behold the dreadful oonscquences of tbit act, as also the falac-speeched 
son of Patidu, that has acted so wrongly 1 To-day the Earth shall certainly 
drink the blood of that king Yudhishthira the just, who caused the preceptor, 
by an act of deceit to lay aside his weapons I I swear by truth, O Kauravcya, 
as also by all my religious acts, that I shall never bear the burden of life if 
1 fail to exterminate the Panchalas ? By every means shall I contend with 
the Panchalas in dreadful strife ! I shall certainly slay in battle Dhrisbta- 
dyumna, that perpemator of unrighteous deeds I Mild or violent, let the 
means be what they will, I shall effect the destruction of all the Panchalaa 
before peace becomes mine, O Kaurava f O tiger among men, persons 
desire children so that obtaining them they may be rescued from great fears 
both here and hereafter. My sire, however, fell unto that plight, like a 
friendless creature, although myself am alive, bis disciple and eon resembling 
a mountain (in might) ! Fie on my celestial weapons I Pic on ray arms ! 
Fie on ray prowess I since Drnna, although he had a son in me, had hit 
locks seized I I shall, therefore, O chief of the Bharatas, now achieve that 
by which 1 may be freed from the deht I uwe to my sire now gone to the 
other wotfd I He that is good never indulges in self-praise. Unable, 
however, to brook the slaughter of my sire, I speak of my prowess. Let 
the Pandavas, w:th Janarddana among them, behold my energy today, while 
1 grind all their troops, achieving what is done (by the !>estroyer himself) 
at the end of the Yuta I Neither the gods, nor the Gandharvas, nor the 
A suras, the Ura&as, and tbe /takshasas, nor all the foremost of men, 
shall today be able to vanquish me on my car in battle I There is none 
in tbe world equal to me or Arjuoa in knowledge of weapons. Entering 
into the midst of the troop*, like the Sun himself in the midst of his blaring 
rays I shall today use my celestial weapons ! Today, applied by tne, 



• 1 think the coned reading is afiufrina r and not fuSrinax. If it is 
putrinaSy laterally rendered, the meaning — *Wliy should persons having 

children, feel any affection for the Utter V — It i- worthy of remark that tbe 
author of ttfaiiamkara has bodily adopted this verse, putting it in the raouth 
Aswatbanun when introduced in ibe third Act. — T. 
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innumerable shafts* sped from ray bow in dreadful battle, displacing their 
terrible energy, shall grind the Pandavas I Today all the points of the 
compass, 0 king, will be seen by the warrior* of «ur army shrouded 
with my winged arrows of keen points as if with torrents of rain ! 
Scattering showers of shifts on all sides with a loud noise, I shall 

overthrow my foes like a tempest felling tree*. Neither Vibhntsu, nor 

Janarddana, nor Bhimasena, nor Nakula, nor Sahadeva, nor king 
Yudhisbthira, nor Prilhata’t wickedsouled son (Dhtishladyuuma), nor 
Sikhandin, nor Satyaki. O Kauravya, knoweth that weapon which I 
have along with the mantras foT hurling and wi thdrawing it I Formerly 
on one occasion, Narayana. assuming the form of a Brahman*, came to 
my father. Bowing unto him, my father presented his offerings unto him 
in due form. Taking them himself, the Divine Lord offered to give him 
a boon. My father then solicited that supreme weapon called Narayana, 
The Divine Lord, the foremost of all gods, addressing my sire, then said, 
—No rain shall ever become thy equal in battle. This weapon, however, 
O Brahmans, should never be used in haste. It never comes back 

without effecting the destruction of the foe I know none whom it may 

not slay, O lord * Indeed, it would slay even the unpayable ! Therefore, 
it should not be used (without the greatest de’eberation). This mighty weapon, 
0 scorcher of fries, should never be hurled Upon persons that abandon 
their rar* or weapons in battle, or upon those that seek for quarter or 
those that yield themselves tip He who scekelh to a*flict in battle the 
unslayablc with it, is himself exceedingly afflicted by it I* — My sire thus 
received that weapon. Then the lord Narayana, addrewing myelf also, 
said,— With the aid of this weapon, th.m too shall pour diverse showers 
nf celestial weapons in battle and bUxe with energy in consequence of 
it ! — Having said these words, the Divine Lord ascended to heaven. 
Even this is the history of the Narayana weapon which has been obtained 
by my sire's son. With that I will rout and slay the Pandavas, the 
Panchahs, the Matsyas, and the Kaikayaa, in battle, like Sachi's lord 
routing and slaying the AivraS. My shafts, O Bharta, will fall upon the 
contending foes in those particular forms which I shall wish them to assume. 
Staying in hattle I will pour showers of weapons as I desire. I will rout 
and slay all the foremost of car-warriors with sky-ranging arrows of iron- 
mouths. Without doubt, I will shower innumerable battle-axes upon the 
foe. With the mighty Narayana weapon, a scorcher of foes that I am, I 
will destroy the Pandavas, causing an immense carnage amongst them 1 
That wretch amongst the Panchalas, («*i. r Dhrishtadyumna), who is an 
injurer of friend* and Brahmanas and of his own precepter, who is a 

• The last line of 37 is read differently in the Bombay edition. Ntlkantha 
accepts that reading, and explains it in his glo» remarking that tbe grammatical 
solecism occurring in it is a license. The Bengal reading, however, is 
more apposite. — T, 
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deceitful ■retch of the most reprehensible conduct, shall never escape 
from me today with life 1— Hearing these words of Drona's son, the (Kuru) 
amy rallied. Then many foremost of men blew their gigantic concha. 
And filled with delight, they beat their drums and Jindimas by thousands. 
The Eirxh resounded with foul noises, afflicted with the hoof of steeds and 
the wheels of cars. That loud uproar made the Earth, the sky, and the 
firmament also echo with it. Hearing that uproar, deep as the roll of the 
clouds, the Pandavat, those foremost of car-warriors. uniting together, took 
counsel of one another. Meanwhile Drona's son, having said those words, 
O Bharata, touched water and invoked the celestial weapon called the 

NarayitMQ. 9 * 



SECTION exevn. 

•'Sanjaya said.— ‘When the weapon called Narafana was Invoked, 
violent winds began to blow with showers of rain, and peals of thunder 
were heard although the sky was cloudless The Earth trembled, and 
the seas swelled up in agitation. The rivers began to run in a contrary 
course. The summits of mountains, O Bhanta. began to split Diverse 
animals began to pass by the left side of the Pandavas.* Darkness set in, 
the Sun became obscure. Diverse kinds of carnivorous creatures began to 
alight on the field in joy. The g^d*. the DanaVits t and the GiftJMarvas, O mon- 
arch, all became inspired with fear. Beholding that tremendous agitation (in 
nature), all began to loudly ;sk one another about its cause. Indeed, aoeing 
that fierce and terrible weapon invoked hy Drnfia't son all the kings, inspired 
with fear felt great pain. 

"Dhritarashtra said,— 'Tell me, O Sanjaya, what counsel was adopted by 
the Pandavas foT the protection of Dhrishtadyumna when they saw the 
Kauravas once more advance to battle, rallied by Drona’s von who was 
scorched by grief and unable to brook the slaughter of his sire ?' 

'Sanjaya continued,— 'Having before beheld the Dh&rtarasheres fly away, 
Yudhishtbira, seeing them once more prepare for furious battle, addressed 
Arjuna, saying,— After the preceptor Drona had been slain in battle by 
DhriahUdyumna like the mighty Asura Vriira by the wielder of the thunder- 
bolt, (the Kurus), O Dhananjaya, becoming cheerless, gave up all hopes of 
victory. Desirous of saving themselves, all of them fled away from battle. 
Some kings fled, riding on cars borne along irregular course without Panhni 
drivers, and divested of standards and bamv-rs and umbrellas, and with their 
Kuvaras and boxes broken, and all their adornments displaced. Others, struck 
with panic and deprived of their senses, ibemselves sinking the r.eeds of their 
cart with their feel, fled precipitately. Others, ndieg on cars with broken 



* Literally, M the animal* kept the Pandavas to their right "-T. 
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yokes And wheel# and Akihai. fled, afflicted with fear Others on horse- 
back were carried away, their bodies half displaced from their saddles. Others, 
dislodged from their seats, and pinned by shafts to the necks of elephants, 
were quickly carried away by those animals. Others were trodden to death 
all around by elephants afflicted and mangled with arrows Others, depriv 
ed of weapons and divested of armour, fell from tbeir vehicles and 
animals down upon the Earth. Others cut by car wheels or crushed by 
steeds and elephants. Others loudly calling after their sixes and sons, 
fled away in fear, without recognising one another and deprived of all 
energy by grief. Some, placing their sons and sires and friends and brothers 
(on vehicles) and taking off their armour, were seen washing them with 
water. After the slaughter of Drona. the (Kuru) army, fallen into such 
a plight, fled away precipitately By whom then hath it been rallied ? Tell 
uie, if thou knowest I The sound of neighing steeds and grunting elephants, 
mingled with the clatter of car-wheels, ts heard loud. These sounds, so 
fierce, occurring in the Kuru ocean, are repeatedly swelling up and 
causing my troops to tremble I This terrific uproar, making the hair to 
stand on end, that is now heard, would, it seems, swallow the three 
worlds with Indra at their held ! 1 think this terrible uproar is uttered 
by the wield cr of the thunderbolt himself I It is evident that upjn the 
fall of Drona, Va&ira himself is approaching (against us) for the sake of 
the Kauravas 1 Our hair hi9 stood on end, our foremost of car-warriors 
are all afflicted with anxiety. O Dhanan;iya, hearing this loud and terrible 
noise, I ask thee who is that mighty, car-wAirioc tike the ford of the 
celestials himself, that, rallying this terrible and swelling host, is causing 
it to return ? — 1 

" 'Arjuna said,— He, relying upon whose energy the Kauravas, having 
addrest themselves to the accomplisninem of fierce feats, arc blowing their 
conch* and staying with patience, — be. about whom thou hast thy doubts, 
O king, as to who he may be that is roaring so loud, having rallied the 
DhaTtarashtras after the fall of the weaponless preceptor, — be, who is endued 
with modesty, possessed of mighty-arros, has the tread of an infuriate 
elephant, owns a face like that of a tiger, always achieves fierce feats, and 
dispells the fears of the Kurus.— he, upon whose birth Drona gave away 
a thousand kine unto Bruhraanas of high worth, — he, O king, that is roaring 
so loud, is AswAlthainan ! As soon as he was bom, that hero neighed 
like Indra’s steed and caused the three worlds to tremble at 
that erund I Hearing that sound, an invisbfe being, O lord, (speaking 
audibly) bestowed upon him the name of Axvaltkamnn (the horse -voiced). 
That hero, O son of Pandu, in roaring today 1 Prishata's son, by an ex- 
ceedingly cruel art, availed Drona and took his life as if the latter were 
without a protector ' Yonder stayedt the protector of that Drona ! Since 
the prince of the Panchalis stized ray preceptor by the hair Asw&lthaman, 
confident of his own proven will never forgive him ! Thou, O monarch, hast 
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told thy preceptor a faiaebood for the sake of kingdom ! Although thou art 
acquainted with the dictates of righteousness thou hast yet perpetrated a very 
amful act ! Thy ill fame, in consequence of the slaughter of Drona, will he 
eternal in the three worlds with their mobile and immobile creatures, like 
Rama’s in consequence of the slaughter of V.ili r* About thyself, Droas had 
thought — 7 hi son of Pandu is possessed of every virtue ; he is, fa tides, my 
disciple ! He will never speak an untruth to me ’—Thinking so, he gave 
credence to what thou saidst. Although in speaking of x\nrit ha man's death 
thou hadtt added the word elephant, yet thy answer tn the preceptor was, after 
all, an untruth in the garb of truth I Tnu* told by thee, the puissant Drona 
laid aside his weapons and, as thou sawest, became indifferent (to everything), 
exceedingly agitated, and almost deprived of his senses. It was even a 
disciple who. abandoning all morality, thus slew his own preceptor full of 
affection for his son, while, indeed, that preceptor was filled with grief and 
unwilling to fight I Having caused thy preceptor who had laid aside his 
weapons to he unrighteously slain, protect the son of Prishata if thou cansi, 
with all thy counsellors f All of us, uniting together, shall not be able to 
protect Prishata's ton today who will be assailed by the preceptors son in 
wrath and grief I That superhuman being who is in that habit of displaying 
his friendship* for all creature, that hero, hearing of the seizure of his sire’s 
locks, will certainly consume us all in battle today ! Although I cried 
repeatedly at the top of my voice lye saving the preceptor's life, yet, disregard- 
ing my cries and abandoning morality, a disciple took the life of that 
preceptor ! All of us hare passed the greiter part of our lives. The days 
that remain to us are few. This exceedingly unrighteous act that wc have 
perpetrated has stained that remnant. Tn consequence of the affection be 
boTe to us, he was even as a sire unto us ! According to the dictates of the 
scriptures also, he was a sire unto U9 I Yet he, that preceptor of ours, has been 
slain by us for the sake of short-lived sovereignty I Dhritareshtra, O king, had 
given unto Bhiihma and Drona the whole Earth, and, what was still 
more valuable, all his children. Though honored by our foe thus, and though 
he had obtained such wealth from him, the preceptor still loved us as his 
own children ! Of unfading energy and prowess, the preceptor has been 
slain in battle only because, induced by thy words be had laid aside his 
weapons ! While engaged in fight he was incapable of being slain by Indra 
himself. The preceptor was venerable in years and always devoted tn onr 
welfare. Yet unrighteous that we are and stained with a levity of behaviour, 
wc scrupled not to injure him I Alas, exceedingly cruel and very besnoua 
has been the rin that wc have committed, for, moved by the desire of enjoying 
the pleasures of sovereignty, we have slain that Drona 1 My preceptor had 

♦ Dasaratha's son Rama, during his exile, slew the monkey-chief Vali, 
the brother of Stigma, while Vali was engaged with Sugriva in battle. Vali 
bad done no injury to Rama. That act has always been regarded a s a stain 
on Rama.— T, 
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all alon$ been under the impression that in consequence of my love for him 
I could, (foe his sake) abandon all,— sire, brother, children, wife, life itself 1 
And yet, moved by the desire of sovereignty I interfered not when he was 
about to ke slain! For this fault, O king, I have, O lard, already sunk into 
bet I, overcome with shame ! Having, for the «ke of kingdom, cauaid the 
slaughter of one who was a Brahman*, who was venerable in years, who was 
my preceptor, who had laid aside his weapons, and who was then devoted, 
like a great ascetic, to Y*>ga, death has become preferable to me to life t ” 



SECTION CXCV1II. 

‘‘Sanyiya said, — ‘Hearing these words of Arjuna, the mighty car-warnors 
presert there said not a sinj.de word. O monarch, agreeable or diwgrcable, 
unto Dharunjaya Then the mighty-armed Bhimascna, tided with wrath, 
O bull of Bharata s race, reproaching Kunti’s san Arjuna, said these words : — 
Thou pccach^t truth! of moTalitv like an anchorite living in the woods or a 
Brahman* of rigid vows suuJ senses under complete contrail A person is 
called a Kskatrija because be rescues others from wounds and in- 
juries. Bern:; such, he must 9avc himself Iro n wounds and injuries. 
Showing forgiveness towards the three that are good, (rev,, the gods 
the Brah.uanas, and preceptor*), a Kshi’rtya, by doing Im duties, 
goon wins the Earth as al»j piety find fame and prosperity.* Thou, O 
perpetuater of thy race, art endued wth every attribute of a Kshatriva l 
It dors not, therefore, look wcl! for thee to speak like an ignorant wi^ht I 
O son of Kunti, thy prowess is like that of S*kra himself, the IotH of 
Sochi ! T**ou dmt not transgress the bounds of morality like the ocean that 
never transgresses its continents ! Who is there that would not worship thee, 
seeing that thou seekest virtue, having abandoned the WTath cherished hy 
thee for thirteen years ? By good lurk, O sire, thy heart today followeth 
in the wake of virtue ! O thou of unfading glory, by good luck thy 
understanding inclineth towards compassion I Though, however, thou art 
inclined to adopt the path of virtue, thy kingodum was Matched from 
thee most unrighteously l Dragging thy wife Draupadi to the assembly, 
thy foes insulted her ! Clad in harks of trees and skins of animals, all 
of us were exiled to the woods, and undeserving though were of that 
plight, our foes nevertheless compelled us to endure it for thirteen 
years ! 0 sinless one, thou hast forgiven all these circumstances, every 
one of which demands the exhibition of wrath ! Wedded as thou art to 
duties of a Kshatriya, thou bast quietly borne these ! Remembering all 
those acts of unrighteousness, l came here with thee for avenging 
them 1 (When, however, I see that thou art so indifferent, why,) I myself 

* I expand the original to make the sense clear.— T. 
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»itl slay those low wretches that despoiled us of out kingdom ! Thou 
hsdst formerly sad these words — A dirts sing ou rubes for buttle, we wU! 

ex*rf to the utmost extent of our abilities I— Today, however, thou reomachesl 
ui. Thou now see keel virtue 3 Those words, therefore, that thou saidst 
formerly are untrue. We are already afflicted with feu. Thou ante* 
however, the very core of our hearts with these thy words, O crusher of 
foes, like one pouring acids upon the sores of wounded men I Afflict- 
ed with thy wurdy darts, my heart is breaking. Tbnu art tirtunus, but 
tbou dost not know jn what unrighteousness trul> consists, since tbod 
applauded neither thyself nor us though all of ns are worthy of appUusc. 
When Kesava himself is here, praiscit thou the son of Drona, a warrior 
that does not come up to even a rixcecnth pm uf thyself, 0 l>haoan>*va ? 
Cofesring thy own faulty why dost thou not fee! shame ? I can rend 
asunder this Earth in rage. or split the very mountains, whirling that 
terrible and heavy mace of mine decked with gold 1 Like the tempest, I can 
break down gigantic trees looking like hitU 1 I car\ with my arrows, rout the 
united celestials with Indra at their bead, together with all the O 

Partha, and the A suras , the f and human beings ! Knowing me, thy 
brother, to be such, O hull among men, it beboveth thee nut, O tbou of 
immeasurable prowess, to entertain any fear about Drona's son 1 Or, O 
VibhatfU, stand tbnu here, with all these bulls amongst men ! Alone and 
unsupported, I shall, armed with my mace vanquish this one in great battle ! — 
After Hhima had ended, the sun of the Panchala king, addrewing Partha, 
said these words, like Hiranyikasipu (the leader of the Dairy as) unto the 
enraged and roaring Vishnu *.♦—0 Vibhatsu. the sages have ordained these 
to be the duties of Brahroanas, Pir., assisting at sacrifices, teaching, giving 
away, performace of sacrifices, the receiving of gifts, and study as the sixth. 
To which of these six was that Drona devoted who has been slain hy me ? 
Fallen off from the duties of his own order and practising those 
of the Kshauiya ordeT, that achiever of wicked deeds used to slay us by 
mcan9of superhuman weapons! Professing himself to be a Brahman*, he 
was is the habit of using lrrcsistiblens illusion. By an illusion itself hath he been 
slain today I O Panha, what is there that is improper in this ? Drona 
having been thus punished by roe, if his son, from rage, uttereth loud 
roars, what do you lose by that ? I do out think it at alt wonderful that 
Drona** son, urging tlw Kauravas to battle, will cause them to be slain, 
unable to protect them himself I Thou art acquainted with morality. 

• The first line of the strd verse in the Bengal editions, is made the 

second line of that vene in the Bombay text. There seems to be a mistake, 
bnwever. in both the texts. Vishnu slew Hiranyakasipa without allowing the 
latter to say anything unto him. Vide Viskmu Arm, :f instead of 
Hiranjakxsiiu ffarim, the reading be Hvwtyahisifum Haris, ibe line may 
then be connected with Bhima’j speech, and tbs comparison would become 
more apposite. — T. 
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Why then dost thou say that I am a slayer of my preceptor ? It was for 
this tha: I was born as a son to the kiog-of the PanebaUs, having sprung 
from the (sacrifr-ial) fire I How, O Dhananjayo, you call biro a Brahman* 
or a Kshatriya, with whom, while engaged in battle, all acts, proper and 
improper, were the same ? 0 foremost of men, why should not be be 
slain, by any means in our power, who, deprived of his senses in wrath, 
used to slay with the Brakma weapon even those that were unacquainted 
with weapons ? He that is unrighteous is said by those that arc rigbtous to 
be equal to poison. Knowing this, O thou thAt art well versed with the 
truths of morality, why dost thou, O Arjuna, reproach me ? That cruel car- 
warrior was seiaed and slain by roe. I have done nothing that is worthy 
of reproach. Why then, O Vibhatsu, dost thou not congratulate me ? O 
Panha, I have cut ofTthat terrible head, like onto the blaring Sun or 
virulent poison or the all destroying Pwjfri fire, of Drona. Why then dost 
thou nut applaud an act that is worthy of applause ? He had slain in 
battle only my kinsmen and not those of any one else. I say that hav- 
ing only cut off his head, the fever my of heart hath not abated ! The very 
core of my heart is being pierced for ray not having thrown that head 
within the dominions nf the XiikaJaS, like that of Jayadratha ! 4 It hath 
been heard. 0 Arjuna, that one incurrcth sin by irt>t slaying his foes. 
Even tbit is the duty of a Kshatiiya, uir, to slay or be slain. Drona 
was my foe. He hath been righteously slain by me in battle, O son of 
Panda, even as thou hast slain the brave B'nagadatta, thy friend 1 Hav- 
ing slain thy grandsire in battle thou regardest that act to be righteous. 
Why then sbouldst thou regard it unrighteous in me for ray having slain 
ray wretched foe ? In consequence of our relationship, O Partba, 1 cannot 
raise my head in tby presence and am like a prostrate elephant with a 
ladder against his body (for helping puny creatures to get on his back^ 
It, therefore, behoveth thee not to reproach me 1 I forgive all the faults 
of thy speech, O Arjuna, for the sake of Drsupadi and Draupadi's children 
and not for any other reason ! It is well known that my hostility with the 
preceptor has descended form sire to son. All persons tn this world know it. Yc 
wins of Panda, are ye not acquainted with it ? The eldest son of Pandu hath 
not been untruthful in speech. I myself, O Arjuna, am not sinful. The 
wretched Drona was a hater of his disciples. Fight now. Victory will be 
yours — ' " 



5E0T1ON CXCIX. 

DhnUrashtra said,— That illustrious person who had duly studiedjtbe 
Vtdat with all their branches, he in whom the entire science of 
arms and modesty bod dwelt, he through wlk>se grace many foremost of 



4 The Nithadai were and to this day are the lowest caste in India. — T. 
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men are stUl capable of achieving superhuman fetts that the very gods 
cannot achieve with care, alas, when he, r»s., that. Drona, that wn of 
a great Ritki, was insulted in ll»c sight of all by the low, wicked, mean- 
minded, and sinful Dhrishudyumtu, that slayer of his own preceptor, 
was there no Kshatrijra who fdt called upon to display his wrath ? Fie 
on the Ksbatrija order, and lie on wratb itself ! Tdl me, O San Jay*, 
what the sons of Pritha, as also all the other royal bowmen in the 
world, hearing of Drone's slaughter, said unto the prince of Panchala !' 

“San jay a said, — ‘Hearing i these words of Drupada's son of crooked 
deeds, all the person? present there, O monarch, remained perfectly silent. 
Axjuno, however, casting oblique glances upon Prisbata* & son, scented, 
with tears and sighs, to reproach him, saying, /fe— Yudbishthira acid 
Bhima and the twins and Krishna and the others stood bashfully. Sat yak 1 , 
however, 0 king, said these words —Is there no man here that would, 
without delay, slay this sinful wight, this lowest of men, who is storing 
such evil *peeclic9 ? The Pandavas are all condemning thee foe this sinful 
act of thine, like Brabmanas condemning a person of die Cto r./.r/a cUo ! 
Having com milted such a heinous act, and having incurred the censures 
of all honest men, art thou not ashamed to open thy lips in the midst 
of such a resp-cuh 1 ^ assembly ? O despicable wretch, why did not thy 
tongue and head split into a hundred fragments while thou wort about 
to slay thy own preceptor ? Why west thou not struck down by that act 
of sin ? Since, having perpetrated such a sinful act again applauding 
thyself in the midst of human beings, thou incunest the censures of 
the Parthai and all the Andhakas and the VrMmis 1 Having perpetrated 
such an atrocious act, thou art again displaying such hatred towards the 
preceptor. For this thou deaervcbt death at our hands. There is no use in 
keeping thee alive for even a single moment I Who is there, save thee, 
O wretch, that would cause the death of the virtuous preceptor, wiring 
bim by his locks? Having obtained thee, O wTetdi ol lhy ancestors, for 
seven generations and thy descendants also for seven generations* deprivd 
of fame, nave sunk in hell. Thou hast charged Partita, that bull among 
men, with tl>e slaughter of Bhislima l The latter, however, r that 
illustrious personage, himself accomplished bis own death. Truly speaking, 
thy uterine brother, (vit , Sikhandin), that foremost of all sinners, was 
the cause of Bhisbma's death. There is none in the world that is more 
sinful than the sons of the Pancbala king ! Thy father had created 
Sikbandir. fox the destruction of BbUbma. As regards Arjuna, he had 
only, protected Sikhandin while Sikhandin became the cause of the illustrious 
BbMima’s death ! Having got thee that art condemned by all righteous 
men, and tby brother, amongst them, and Panchalas have fallen off from 
righteousness and stained with meanness, have become halers of friends 
and preceptors 1 If thou again speaks by such words in my presence, I shall 
then break thy bead with this mace mine that is as strong as the thunder 
61 
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bolt ! Behuldiog thee that art the stayer of a Brahmana, smce thou art 
g-jiJry of nothing leas . than the slaughter ot a Brahmana, people have to 
look at the Sun for purifying themselves! Thou wretch of a Pancbala, 
Otbou of Tricked conduct, speaking ill of my preceptor first and then 
of my preceptor's preceptor, art thou not ashamed ? 4 Wait, wait 1 Rear 
thou but one stroke of this my mace ! I myself will bear many strokes 
of thine 1— Thus rebuked by the Satwata hero, Piishata’s son. filled with 
rage, smiling?? addressed the angry Satyaki in these harsh words — ' 

“Dhrishudyumna said,— I bare heard thy words, 0 thou of Madhu's 
race, but I have forjiiven thee ! Being thyself unrighteous and sinful, 
desire# thou to Tebuke them that are righteous ar.d honest ? Forgiveness 
is applauded in the world. Sin, however, does not deserve forgiveness. He 
that is of sinful soul regards the forgiving person power lea. Thou art 
a wretch in thy behaviour l Thou art of sinful soul ! Thou art wedded 
to unrighteousness 1 Thou ait censurable in every respect, from the tip 

of tby toe to the end of thy hair ! Desire# thou still to s|>eak ill of 

others ? What can be more sinful than tlwt act of thine, fis., thy slaughter 
of the armies* llhurisravai while sitting in Pray a y although thou wert 
repeatedly forbidden ? Drotia, having arrayed his forces, had been lighting 
with the aid of celestial weapons. He had laid aside his weapons and 1 
slew him. 0 thou of crooked heart, what is there in that act that is 
improper ? How can he, O Satyaki, blame such an act who himself lias 
slain a foe that had desisted from fight on the field, a foe that was sitting 
in Praya like an ascetic, and whose arms had been cut off by another ? 
That valiant enemy of thine had displayed his prowess, having struck thee 
with his foot and thrown thee down on the Karth. Why didst 

thou not (kin slay him, showing thy manliness ? When P&rtha, however, had 

already vanqu shed him, it was then that thou, acting moat unrighteously, 

didst kill the brave and valiant Soiuadatta's son. Whithersoever l>rona 
had sought to rout the forces of the Pandavas, thithersoevet 1 proceeded, 
shooting thousands of arrows. Having thyself acted in such a way, like a 
Ckanda/Of and having thyself become worthy of reproach, desire# tbou to 
reproach me in such harsh words ? Thou art a perpetrator of evil deeds, 
and not I, 0 wretch of the Vrishni race ! Thou art the abode of all sinful 
deeds ! Do not again blame me 1 Be silent. It beboveth thee not to say 
anything unto me after this ! Thu is the rcpSy I give thee with ray lip*. 
Don't say anything more I If, from folly, thou repeatest such h^ish words, 
1 dial I then, in battle, despatch tbec, with my arrows, to Vania's abode 1 
By righteousness alone, O fool, one cannot vanquish his enemies. Listen 



• The Bengal leading is vicious. I adopt the Bombay reading which is 
Guwrfunsntha bhvyopi. meaning, “the praceptor'b preceptor aga n.” The 
fact is, Arjuna was Satyaki's preceptor ; Drona, therefore, was the Utter* 
preceptor's pcwceptor. — T. 
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now 10 the unrighteous lets of the Kurus also I Pandu’s son Yudhishthira 
was sometime before unrighteously deceived (by them) ! O Satyaki, Draupadi 
also wis persecuted by them unrighteously I The Pandavas, with Krishna 
in their company, were also exiled and they were robbed of their all, O fool, 
most unrighteously I By an act of unrighteousness, again, has the ruler 
of the Madras been withdrawn from us by the enemy ! Dy an act of 
unrighteousness alto was the son of Subha dia slain I On this aide, it was 
by an act of unrighteousness that Bbishma the Kura grandsire was slain. 
Bhurisravas, too, wav, by an ac( of unrighteousness, slain by thee that art so 
acquainted with righteousness ! Even thus have the enemy, as also the 
Pandavas, acted in this battle ! Possessed of courage and acquainted with 
morality, all of them, O Satwata, have acted thus, for gaining victory I High 
morality is difficut of ascertainment. Similarly, immorality also can with 
difficulty be comprehended. Fight now with the Kaviravas, without returning 
the home of thy fathers 1 — ’ 

“Sanjaya continued —“Hearing these harsh and cruel words (from 
Dhrishtadyumna's lips), the blessed Satyaki begsrt to tremble from head to 
foot. Filled with rage, his eyes afcsumed the hue of copper. Keeping bis 
bow then upon his car, he gTasped his mace, sighing like a snake. Rushing 
then towards the prince of the Pandialas, he said onto him in great wrath,— 
1 will not speak harshly to tliee, but 1 will slay thee, deserving as thou art 
of slaughter I— Seeing the mighty Satyaki rushing, from wrath and desiro 
of revenge, at the Punchala prince, like Yama against one like biB own self, 
the mighty Bhima, urged by Vasudeva, quickly Jumped down from his car 
and wired him with hi* arms. Endued with great strength, Satyaki. who 
was rushing in great wrath, proceeded for a few steps, forcibly dragging 
after him the mighty son of Pandu who was endeavouring to hold him back. 
Tl»en Bhima, firmly planting his feet, stopped at the sixth step that foremost 
of strong men, rfs., that bull of Sini’s race. Then Sahadeva, O king, 
jumping down from his own eat, addressed Satyaki, thus held fast by the 
strong arms of Bhima, in these sweet words :— O tiger among men, 0 thou 
of Madhu's race, we base no friends dearer to ui than the Andhakas with 
the Vrishnis and the Panchalas ! So also the Andhakas and the Vrisbnis, 
particularly Krishna, cannot have any friends dearer lhan ourselves. The 
Panchalas also, O thou of Vrishni’s race, even if they search the whole world 
to the confines of the sea, have no friend* dearer to them than the Pandavas 
and the VrisSmia. Thou ait even such a friend to this prince ; and he also 
is a similar friend to thee. Ye all are to us even as we are to you 1 
Acquainted as thou art with all duties, remembering now the duties thou 
owest to friends, restrain this wrath of thine that hns the prince of the 
Panchalas for its object ! Be calm, O foremost one of Sini’s race ! For- 
give tbe son of Prisluia, and let Prisbatt's son also forgive the* ! Ourselves 
also will practise forgiveness. What is there that is better than forgiveness ’ 

“ ‘While the grandson son of Sini, O sire, was thus being pacified 
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by Sahadeva, the ton of the PanchaU king, smiling, said these words 
Release Siai'a grandwn. 0 Bhima, who is so proud of his prove* 
in Utils 1 Let him enme ai me like the wind assailing the mountains, 
till, with my keen arrows, O son of Kunti, I qaell his rage and desite 
for battle and take bis life ! Yonder come the Kauravas I I shall 
(alter slaying Satyaki) achieve this gTcat usk of the Panda vas that has 
presented itself ! Or, let Phalguna resist all the enemies in Utile 1 As 
regards myself, I wilt fell this one’s head with my arrow a He taketb 
me for the armless Bhurisriras in battle. Release him- Either I wifi 
sky him or be will slay me I— Hearing these words of the Panchala 
prince, the mighty Satyaki, held fart in Bhima'a clasp, sighing like a snake, 
b enan to tremble. Both of them, endued with great might and possessed 
of powerful arms, began ro roar like a couple of bulla Then Vasudevo, 
O sire, and king Yudbishtbira the just, with great effort, succeeded in 
pacifying thorn heroes. Hav'og pacified those two great bowmen, those two 
heroes wlmae eyes lad become hkxi rcd with rage, alt the principal 
Kshatriyas (of the Pandava army) proceeded against the warriors of the 
hostile army for battle. 1 ” 



SECTION CC. 

‘"Saniya said,— 1 Then Drona’s son began to cause a great carnage 
amongst his foes in that battle, iike tbe Drestroyer himself at the end of 
the Jwjw. Slaying his enemies by means of his broad headed arrows. 
Asvatthnman jocn piled a mounuin there of the dead. The standards 
of cars formed its tTees, and weapons its pointed summits. The lifeless 
elephants formed its Urge rocks ; the steeds, its Kimfurashat ; and bows, 
its creepers and plants- And it resounded with tb* cries of all carnivo- 
rous creatures that constituted its feathery population. And tbe spirits 
that walked there formed its Yakshat* Then roaring aloud, O bull of 
Hhirata’s race, Asvatthaman once more repeated his row in live hearing 
of thy son ,— Since Kunti's son Yudbishthira, assuming only tbe outward 
garb of virtue, lud caused tbe preceptor who mis (righteously) engaged 
in battle to lay aside Iris weapons I shall, in his very sight, rout and 
destroy his army I Having rushed and mangled all his troops, I shall 
then clay the sinful prince ‘of the Panchalas. Indeed, I shall stay ail of 
them, if they contend with me in battle- 1 tell tbre truly, therefore, rally 
thou thy troops !— Hearing these words of Aswattharaan, thy son rallied 



♦ Kimfurushas were fabled creatures, half men and and steeds, Not a 
mountain but had its Kimfuruskas, according to the Hindu belief. YaAsAas 
were a sort of superhuman beings infesting inaccessible hills and 
mountains.— T. 
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his troops, hiring dispelled their fear? with a loud leonine roar. The 
encountu iben, O king, that once no te took place between the Kuru and 
the Pandava armies, became as terrible as that of two oceans at full tide. 
The terrified Kauraras had the r rears dispelled by Drona's son. The Pandu* 
and the Pwvchalas had become fierce in consequence of Dr.>na's slaughter. 
Great was the violence of that collision, on the field of battle, between 
those warriors, all of whom were cheerful and filled with rage and ins- 
pired with certain hope of rictory. Like a mountain, striking against a 
mountain, or an ocean against an ocean, O monarch, wia that collision 
between the Kurus and the Pandavas. Filled with joy, the Kuru and tbo 
Pandava warriors blew thousands of conchs and beat tens of thousands 
of drums. The loud and stunning uproar that arose from among those 
troops resembled that of the ocean itself while churned (of old by the 
gods and the Dauavdi). Then Drona's son, aiming at the host of the 
Pandar,* and the Panchalas, invoked the weapon called Naraxanu. Then 
thousands nf arrow* with blazing mouths appeared in the welkin, resemb- 
ling snake* of firty mouth*, that core nued U> agitate the Pandavas. In 
that dreadful battle, those shafts, O king, like ll* very rays of the Sun 
in a moment shrouded ail the points of compaa, the welkin, and the 
troops. Innumerable iron balls also, O king, then appeared, like resplen* 
dent luminaries in the clear firmament. Satagknis, some equip! with four 
and some with two wheels, and innumerable mace*, and diics with edges 
sharp as rax>rs and resplendent like the Sun, alio appeared there. Be- 
holding the welkin densely shrouded with tlioat weapons, O bull of Bit junta's 
race, tha Pandavas, the Pancbalas, and the Srinjiyas, beciuie exceedingly agi- 
tated. In all those* places, 0 ruler of men, where the great car-warrior* of the 
Pandavas contended id battle, that weapon became exceedingly powerful. 
S'auglitertd by the Narayona weapon, as if consumed by a conflagration, 
the Pandava troops were exceedingly afflicted all over the field in that battle. 
Indeed, O lord, as fire consumeth a heap of dry grass in summer, even to 
did that weapon consume the army of the Pandus Beholding that weapon 
filling everyside, and seeing his own troop? destroyed in large numbers, king 
Yudbishthira the just, O lord, became inspired with great fright. Seeing 
big army in course of flight and deprived of its senses, and beholding Psrtha 
standing indifferent, Pharma's son said these wonis O Dhrishtudyumna, 
fly away with >our Panchf la troops 1 O Satyaki, you also go away, surrounded 
by die Vrishnis and the Andhakas 1 Of virtuons soul, Vaiudeva will himself 
seek the means of bit own safety ! He is competent to offer advise to the 
whole world. What need is there of telling tom what be should do ? We 
should not any longer fight l I say so unto all the troops ! As regards 
myself, I will, with all my brothers, ascend a funeral pile. Having crossed 
the Bhishmi and the Drona oceans in this battle that are incapable of being 
crossed by the timid shall I sink with an my followers in the vestige, 
represented by Drona's son, of a cow's hoof ? Let the wishes of king 
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Duryodhana be crowned with success today, for I have today slain in batj 
the preceptor that always cherished such friendly feelings towards us, — that 
preceptor, who, without protecting, caused that child unacquainted with 
battle, m., the son of Subtedra, to be shin by a multitude of wicked warrior*, 
— that preceptor, who, with his son, »t indifferently, without answering, 
when Krishna in such distress, dragged into the assembly and sought to be 
nude a slave, asked him to say die truth,— that preceptor, who, while all 
the other warriors were fatigued, cased Duryodhana in invulnerable armour 
when the iatier desired to slay Phalguna and who, having cased him so, 
appointed him to protect Jayadratha,— that preceptor, who, being acquainted 
with the Brahma weapon, scrupled not to exterminate the Panchalas headed 
by Satyajit that had exerted themselves for my victory,— that preceptor, who, 
whilst we were being unrighteously exiled from our kingdom, freely told us 
to go into the woods although he had been elicited by our friends to withhold 
his permission!* Alas, that gTcat friend of ours hath been slain ! For his 
**ke, I will, with all my friends, lay down n»y life ? — After Kunti’s son 
Yudhishtlma liad said this, he of Daarha’s race, (ft*., Kesava), quickly 
forbidding the troops, by motion of his amis, to fly away, said these words 
Speedily lay down your weapons, all of you. and alight from your vehicles 1 
Even this is the means ordained by the illustrious one, (fir., Narayana 
himself,) for baffling this weapon ! Come down on the Earth, all of you, 
from your elephants and steeds and cars I If you stand weaponless on the 
Earth, this weapon will not slay you ! In those places where you will fight 
for quelling the force of this weapon, the Kaurava* will become more 
powerful than you 1 Those men, however, that will throw down their 

weapons and alight from their vehicles, will not, in this battle, he slain 

by this weapon I They, hewever, that wil', even in imaginations, contend 
against this weapon, will all be *lain even if they icck refuge deep 
beneath the Earth I— The warriors of the Pandava army, bearing, O Bharat* 
these words of Vasudeva, threw down their weapons and drove away 
from their hearts all desire of battle. Then Bhimaaena the son of Pandu, 
beholding the warriors about to abandon their weapons, said these words 

0 king, gladdening them all None should lay down his weapons here I 

1 shall, with my shafts, oppose this weapon of Drona's son 1 With this 

heavy mace of mine that is decked with gold, I shall career in this 
battle like the Destroyer himself, quelling this weapon of Drona's son ! 
There is no man here that is equal to me in prowess, even as there 
is no luminary in the firmament that is equal to the Sun. Behold 
these two strong arms of mine like unto the trunks of a couple of 
mighty elephants, capable of pulling down the mountains of Himavat ! 
I am the one person here that possesses the might of ten thousand 



* I adopt the Bombay reading of the and line of 35 and think that 
Nilakantha explains it correctly.— T. 
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clepLanla ! ] am without a peer, even as S*kra is known to be 
in heaven among the celestials - Lei people witness today the energy 
of these two arms of my broad-chested seif, while engaged in baffling 
the bright and biasing weapon of Drona's s^n I If there be none (else) capable 
of contending against live XarayaM weapon, even I shall contend aginst it 
today in the very s’ght of all the Kurus and die Panda via I O Arjuna, O 
Vibbatau, thou shouldst not lay Gandida aside t A suin will then attach to thee 
like the Moon !— ' Thus addressed Iby Bhtnu, Arjuna said, — 0 Bbima, even 
this is my great vow, m, that my Gundivi shall no. be used against 
the N*ray*na weapon, kine, and Brahinana3 !— Thus annreied by Arjuna, 
Bhima, that chastiser of foes, riding on ha car of solar effulgence, whose 
rattle, besides resembled the roar of the clouds, rushed against the son 
of Drona. Endued with great activity and prowess, the s »n of Kunti, in 
consequence of his extreme lightness of had, within the twinkling of an 
eye, covered Aswattbsman with a shower of weapons. Then DroruPs son, 
smiling at the rushing BLinu and addressing him (in propii words) covered 
him with arrows inspired with wianiras and equipt wih blaring points. 
Shrouded with those shafts that vomited fire and resembled snakes of 
blaring mouths, as if coverd with sparks of gold, the form, O king, of 
Bbimascna in that battle looked like that of a mountain ir. the evening when 
covered with fire. That weapon of Drona’s eon, directed against Bhiiuaaena 
increased in energy and might, O king* like a conflagftion assisted by 
the wind. Beholding that weapon of terrible energy thus increasing in might, 
a panic entered the hearts of all the combatants of the Pandava army 
wi;h the exception of Bhima. Tncn all of them, throwing down their weapons 
on the Earth, alighted from their cars and steeds. AftcT they had thrown 
down ther weapons, and alighted from their vehicles, that weapen of 
exceeding energy fell upon the head of Bhinu. AU creatures, especially 
the purvdivai, uttered cries of Oh and AUi % bcoldlng Bbimascna overwhelm- 
ed by the energy of that wcu|X>n.' " 



SECTION CCt. 

"Sanjaya said, — Beholding Bbimascna overwhelmed by that weapon, 
Dbananjaya, for baffling its energy, covered him with the Varun a weapon. 
In consequence of the lightness of Arjuna's arms, and owing also la 
the fiery force that shrouded Bbima, none could see mat the latter bad 
been covered with the fant/ia weapon. Shrouded with the weapon of Drona's 
son, THiima, his steeds, driver, and car, became incapable of being gazed 
at like a fire of blaring flames in the midst of another fire. As at the 
dose of night, 0 king, all the luminaries run towards the Ait* bill, even 
ao the fiery shafts (of A wattbaman) all began to proceed towards 
Bhimascna's car. Indeed, Bhima himself, his car, steeds, and diver, O 
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siie, were thus shrouded by Drone's son seemed to be in the uiidst of 
s confiscation. As the ( Yaga) fire consuming the entire universe with 
its mobile end immobile creatures when the hour of dissolution comes, 
at last enters the mouth of the Creator, even so that weapon of Drone's 
son began to enter the body of Bhimasena. As one connoc perceive a fire 
if it penetrate into the sun or the sun if it penetrate into a fire, even 
so none could perceive that energy which penetrated into Bhima’s body. 
Beholding that weapon thus investing Bbirna all around, and seeing Droru'.i 
son swelling with energy and might, the latter being then without an 
antagonist, and observing also that all the warriors of the Panda va army 
had laid down their, weapons and that all the mighty car-warriors of that 
host headed by YudhisktbiTa had turned away their faces from the foe, 
those two heroes, trY, Arjuna and Vasudera, both endued with great 
splendour, quickly alighting from their car, ran towards Bhima. Those 
two mighty men, diving into that energy bom of the might of Aswathaman's 
weapon, had recourse to the power of illusion. The fire of that weapon 
consumed them not, in consequenc of their having laid aside their weapons, 
as also in conscqueace of the force of the Yanina weapon, and ow- 
ing a1«> to the energy possessed by themselves. Then Kara and Narayana. 
for the pacification of the Sarayana weapon, began forcibly to drag 
Bhmu and all his weapons. Thus dragged by them, Kunti's ion, that 
mighty car-warrior, began to rear aloud. Thereupon that terrible ar.d 
invincible weapon of Drona's son began to increase (in might and onergy). 
Then VasudeTi, addressing Bbima, aud.— How is it, O son of Pandu, that 
though forbidden by u*. thou, O son of Kunti, dust not yet abstain from 
battle ? If the Kurus could no* be vanquished in battle, then we, as also 
all these foremost of men would certainly have continued to fight. Behold, 
atl the wanton of thy host have alighted from their cars 1 For this reason, 
O son of Kunti, do thou also come down from thy car !— Having said these 
words, Krishna brought Bhima down from bis car. The latter, with e>us red as 
blood in rage, was sighing like a make. When, however, he was dragged 
down from his car and made to lay aside his weapons, the Xarayana weapon, 
that scorcher of foes, became pacified/ 

“Sanjaya continued,— When, by this means, the unbearable energy of 
that weapon became stilled, all the points of die compass, cardinal and 
subsidiary, became clear. Delicious breeres began to blow and birds and 
animals all became quite. The steeds and elephants became cheerful, as 
also all the warriors, 0 ruler of men I Indeed, when the terrible energy o: 
that weapon, O Bharata, became stilled, Bhima uf great intelligence shone 
resplendent like the morning Sun. The remnant of the Panduva host, 
beholding the pacification of the Narayana weapon, once more stood 
prepared on the field foT compassing the destruction of tby son. When, 
after that weapon bod been baffled, the Pandava host, stood arrayed, 
Duryodhatu, O king, addressing Drona's sod, said,— O A»w*tlh*ai*n, once 
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mow use that weapon speedily, since the Par. chain are once more arrayed, 
desirous of victory t— Thus addressed by thy son, O sire. Aswatthaman, 
sighing cheerlessly, replied unto the king in those words!— That weapon, 
O king, cannot be brought back ! It cannot be used twice 1 If brought 
back, it wi l # without doubt, slay the person calling it back ! Vasudeva 
hath, by what means thou hast wen, caused it to be baffled ! For this, O 
ruler of meo, the destruction of the foe hath not been compassed in battle I 
Defeat and death, however; are the same. Rather, defeat is worse than 
death I Lo, the enemy, vanquished and compelled to lay down his arms, 
looks as if deprived of life ! — Duryodhaoa then said, — O preceptor's son, if 
it be so, if this weapon cannot be used twice, let those slayers of their 
preceptor be slain with other weapons ihsn, O foremost one of all person* 
acquainted with weapons ! In thee are all celestial weapons as well a* in 
the Three eyed (Siva) of immeasurable energy I If thou wishes! it not, even 
Purar.dara in rage cannot escape thee 1 — * 

"Dhriuiashtra said,— ‘Alter Drona had been thin with the aid of fraud, 
and the Nttrcrana weapon U> filed, what, indeed, did Droiu's son, thus urged 
by Duryodhana, then do, beholding the Parthas once more arrivod for battle, 
freed from the influence of the Nkrayama weapon, and careering at the head 
of their divisions V 

•'Sinjaya said,— 'Remembering the daughter of hi* sire, Drona's eon, 
owing tl» devKC of the lion's tail on hi* banner, filled with rage and casting 
ofT aJt fears, rushed against the son of Priibata. Rushing at bim, O hull 
among men, that ioremost of warnors, with great impetuosity, pierced the 
Panchala prince with five and twenty small arrows. Then Dbrisbtadyuoina, 
O king, pierced Drona’s son that resembled a billing fire, with four and 
sixty shaft*. And be pierced Afwaubaraan’i driver also with twenty arrows 
whetted on stone and equipt with wings of gold, and then his four steeds 
with four sharp arrows. Repeatedly piercing Drona’i son, and causing the 
Earth to tremble with his leonine roans, Dhrishtadyumna then teemed to 
be employed in taking the lives of creatures in the world in dreadful battle. 
Making death itielf his goal, the mighty son of Prishuta, O king, accomplished 
in weapons and endued with suieness of aim, then nuked against Drona’s 
son alone. Of immeasurable 90ul, that foremost of car warriors, ri*.» the 
prince of Panchala, poured upon Aswatthaman's head a shower of arrows, 
Then Drona’s sod, in that battle, covered the angry prince with winged 
abates. And once more he pierced the latter with ten shaft?, remembering 
the slaughter of hi* father. Then cutting off the standard and bow of the 
Panchala prince with a couple of well-shot shafts equip* with heads like 
rarors. Drona's *on began to grind his foe with other arrows. In that dreadful 
battle, Aiwatthman made bb antagonist steedless and drivcrless and earless, 
and covered his followers also with thick showers of shafts At this, the 
Panchala troops, O king, mangled by means of those arrowy showers, fled away 
in fear and great afiiicticn. Beholding tbc troop* turning a«a> from battle and 
6a 
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Dhriabud) jrana exceedingly afflicted, the grandson of Sini quickly urged bit 
car against that of Drona's sod. He then, afflicted Aswatthaman with eight 
keen shafts. And once more striking that angry warrior with twenty 
shafts of divers* kinds, he pierced Aswatth&m&n’s driver, and then his 
four steeds with four shaft*. With great deliberations and displaying 

a wonderful lightness of hand, he cut off Aswattbaman's bow and stand- 

card Satyaki then cut into fragments ibe gold decked car of his foe 
together with its steeds. And then he deeply pierced Aswatthaman in 
the chest with thirty arrows in that battle. Thus afflicted, 0 king, (by 
Satyaki), and shrouded with arrows, the mighty Aswatthaman knew of 
what to do. When the preceptor's son had fallen into that plight, thy 
son, that mighty car-warrior, accompanied by Kripa and Kama and others 
began to cover the Satwata hero with arrows. All of them began quickly 
to pierce Satyaki from every side with keen shafts, Puryodhana pierced 
him with twenty and Saradwai's son Kripa with three. And Kritavannao 
pierced him with ten, and Kama with fifty. And Dussawna pierced him 
with a hundred arrowy and Vnshoicna with seven. Satyaki, however, O 
king, made all those great car-warriors fly away from the field, 

deprived of their cars. Meanwhile Aswatthaman, 0 bull of Barata s race 

recovering consciousness, and sighing repeatedly in sorrow, began to think 
of what be should do. Riding then upon another car, dial scorcher of 
foes, nr., the son of Drona, began to resist Satyaki, shooting hundreds 
of arrows. Beholding Aswatthaman once more approaching him in battle 
the mighty car-warrior Satyaki once more made him earless and caused 
him to turn back. Then the Pandavas, O king, bchotding the prowess 
of Satyaki, blew their concbs with great force, and uttered loud leonine 
roars. Having deprived Aswattbaoian of his car thus Satyaki of unbaffled 
prowess tbtn slew three thousand mighty car-warnors of Vriihasena's 
division. And then he slew fifteen thousand elephants of Kripa a force 
and fifty thousand horses of Sakuni. Then the valiant son of Drona, O 
monarch, riding upon another car, and highly enraged with Satyaki, 
proceeded against the latter, desirous of slaying him. Beholding him 
approach again, the grandson of Sim, that chastiser d foea, oikc 
more pierced and mangled him with keen shafts fiercer than those he 
bad used before. Deeply pierced with those arrows of diverse forms by 
Yuyudh&na, that great bowman, m, the angry son of Drona, smilingly 
addressed his foe and said, — 0 grandson of Sini, I know thy partiality for 
Dbriahtad jumna, tba: slayer of his preceptor, but thou shalt not be able 
to rescue him or jour ownself when attacked by roe ! I swear to thee, O 
grandson of Sini, by Truth and by my ascetic austerities, that I shall 
know no peace till I slay all the Panchalas ! You may unite the forces 
of the Pundivas and those of the Vrisbnia together, but I shall still slay 
the Soinakas !— Saying this, the son of Drona shot at Satyaki an excellent 
and straight arrow possessed of the effulgence of the sun. even as Sakra 




DRONA PARVA 



49i 

bad burled in days of yore his thunder at the Aiura Vritra* Thus shot 
by Aswatthaman, that arrow, piercing through the armour of Satyaki, and 
passing through his body, entered the Earth like a hissing snake entering 
its hole. His armour pierced through, the heroic Satyaki, like an elephant 
deeply struck with the hook, became bathed in Wood that flowed from 
his wound. His bow with arrow fixed thereon being then loosened from 
his grasp, he sat down on the terrace of bis car strengthless and cover- 
ed all over with blood. Seeing this hi# driver speedily bore him away 
from Drona's son. With another shaft, perfectly straight and equip* with 
goodly wings that soorcheT of foes, Wt, Aswatthaman, struck Dhrbhta- 
dyumna between his eyebrows. The Panchala prince had before this been 
much pierced ; therefore, deeply wourded by that anow, he became 
exceedingly weak and supported himself by seizing his flag-staff. Behold- 
ing Dhrishtadyumru thus afflicted by Aswatthaman like an infuriate ele- 
phant by a lion, five heroic car-warriors of the Pandava army, rig., 
Kirilin, Bhiousena, Vrihatkshatra of Puru's race, the youthful prince of 
the Chedis, and Sudarsana the chief of the Malavas quickly rushed against 
Aswatthaman. Armed with bows, a!| these rushed with cries of oh and alas. 
And those heroes quickly encompassed the son of Drona on all side*. 
Advancing twenty paces, ail of them, with great care, simultane- 
ously struck the angry son of the preceptor with five and twenty arrows. 
Drona's son, however, with five and twenty shafts resembling snakes of 
virulent poison, cut off, almost at the same time, those five and twenty 
arrows shot at him. Then Asw&iitatnan afflicted the Paurava prince with 
seven slurp shafts. And he afflicted the chief of the Malav&s with three, 
Partlu with one, and Vrikodara with six shafts. Then all those great car- 
warriors, 0 king, pierced Drona's son unitedly and separately with many 
shafts whetted on stone and cquipt with wings of gold. The youthful 
prince of the Chedis pierced Drum’s son with twenty and Partha pierced 
him with three. Then Drona's son struck Arjuna with six arrows, and 
Vasudeva with six, and Bhima with five, and each of the other two, Wi., 
the Malava and the Paurava, with two arrows. Piercing next the driver 
of Bhima's car with six arrows, Aswatthaman cut off Bhimasena's bow 
and standard with a couple of arrows. Then piercing Partha once more 
with a shower of arrows, Drona's son uttered a leonine tout. With the 
sharp, wcll-tcmperod, and terrible arrows shot by Drona's son, the Earth, 
the sky, the firmament, and the points of the compass, cardinal and sub- 
sidiary, oil became entirely shrouded both in his front and rear. Endued 
with fierce energy and equal to India himself in prowess, Aswxuhaman 
with three arrows, almost simultaneously cut off the two arms, like unto 
lndra's poles, and the head, of Sudarsana as the latteT was seated on 
his car. Then piercing Pauiava with a dart and cutting off his car into 
minute fragments by means of his arrows, Aswatthaman lopped off his 
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antagonist's tiro arms smeared with sandal paste and then his head from 
off his trunk with a broad -headed shaft. Possessed of great activity, he 
then pierced with many arrows resembling blaring flames of fire in energy, 
the youthful and mighty prince of the Chedis who was of the hue of the 
dark lotus, and despatched him to Yama’s nbode with his driver and 
steeds. Beholding the chief of the Malagas, the descendant of Peru, and 
the youthful ruler of the Chedis slain in his very sight by the son of 
Drona, Bhtmasena, the mighty-armed sen of Panda, became filled with 
rage. Tbit scorcher of fues then covered Dtotu's son in that battle with 
hundreds of keen arrows resembling angry snakes of virulent poison. 
Endued with mighty energy, the angry son of Drona then, destroying 
that arrowy shower, pierced Bhimaiena with sharp shafts. The mighty- 
armed Bhima then, possessed of great strength, cut off with a broad 
headed arrow the bow of Drona's son and then pier ced Drona’* son 
himself with a powerful shaft. Throwing away that broken bow, the high- 
muled son of Drona took up another and pierced Bhima with his winged 
shafts. Then those two, rj'r., Drona's son and Bhima both possessed of 
great prowess and roi&ht, began to shower that arrowy downpours like 
two masses of rain-charged clouds. Gold-winged arrows, u betted on stone 
and engraved with Bhima's name, shrouded Drona's son like gathering 
masses of clouds shrouding the San. Similarly Bhima was soon shrouded 
with hundreds and thousands of strong arrows shot by Dron.Vs son. Ttiaugh 
shrouded in tlat battle by Drona's son, that warrior of great skill, yet Bhima 
felt no pain, 0 monarch, which seemed exceedingly wonderful Then the 
mighty-armed Bhima sped ten gold decked arrows, of great kseness and 
resembling tbe d*rts of Ytma himself, at his foe. Those sliafts, O sire, 
falling upon the shoulder* of Drona’s son, quickly pierced his body like snakes 
penetrating into an anthill. Deeply pierced by the high-souted son of Panda, 
Aswathaman, dosing his eyes, supported himself by seixing his flagstaff. 
Recovering his senses w.thin a moment, O king, Drona's, son bat!>ed in blood, 
muttered all his wrath. Forcibly struck by the high-soulcd *>n of Panda, 
Aiwathaman, endued with mighty arms, rushed with great speed towards the 
car of Bhimasena. And then, O Blumta, he sped at Bhimasena, from 
hia bow dawn to its fullest stretch, a hundred arrows of fierce energy, all 
looking like snakes of virulent poison. Pandu's son Bhima also, proud of 
bis pTowess in battle, d.sregarding Aswathaman's energy, speedily showered 
upon him dense arrowy downpours. Then Drona's son, O king, cutting off 
Bhima's bow by means of his arrows, and filled with rage, struck 
the Pandata in the chest with mary keen shafts. Incapable of book- 
ing that few, Bhimasena took up another bow and pierced Drona'B son m that 
battle with five keen shafts. Indeed, showering upon each other their 
arrowy downpours like two uukcs of clouds at Hie c-ose of summer, 
two warriors, with eyes red as copper in rage, completely covered 

each other in that battle with their shafts. Frightening each other with 
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the terrible sounds they made with their palms, they continued to fight 
with each other, each counteracting the feats of the other. Then bending 
his formidable bow decked with gold, Drona's son began to gaze steadfastly 
at Bhima who was thus shooting his shafts at him. At that time 
Aswatthara&o looked like tbe meridian Sun of blazing rays in an autumnal 
day. So quickly then did he shoot his shafts that people could not see 
when took them out of his quiver when he fixed them on the bowstring 
when be drew the string, and when be let them off. Indeed, when employed in 
shooting his arrows, his bow, O monarch, seemed to be incessantly drawn to a 
fiery circle. Shafts in hundred thousands, sped from his bow, seemed to course 
through the welkin like a flight of locusts. Indeed, those terrib!c shafts decked 
with gold, shot from tbe bow of Droua’t son, coumd incessantly towards 
Bhima”* car. Tbe prows si, O Bbarata, that we then beheld of Bhimasena, and 
his might, energy, and spirif, were exceedingly wonderful, for, regarding that 
terrible shower of arrow*, thick os a gathering mass of clouds, falling around 
him, to be nothing more than a downpour of rain at the close of summer, 
Blnma of terrible prowess, desirous of claying the son of Druna, in return 
poured bis arrows upon the latter like a cloud in die season of rains. Bbima's 
Urge and formidable bow of golden back, incessantly drawn in that battle, 
looked resplendent like a second bow of Indri. Shafts in hundreds and 
tliousands, issuing from it, shrouded Drona's son, that ornament of battle, in 
that encounter. The showers uf shafts, shot by both of them were so dense, 
O sire, that the very wind, O king, could not find room for coursing through 
them. Then Drona '9 son, O king, desirous of slaying Bliima, sped at him 
many gold-decked arrows of keen points steeped in oiL Showing his superior- 
ity to Drona's son Bb;ma*ena cut off each of those arrows into three fragments 
before they could come at him. The sun of P*ndu then said, — I Yait Wait' 
— And once more the mighty son of Pandu filled with rage, and desirous of 
slaying the son of Drona, shot at him a terrible shower of fierce arrows. Then 
Drona’s son, that warrior acquainted with the highest weapons, quickly 
destroying that arroay shower by tbe illusion of bis own weapons, cut off 
Bbima's bow in that encounter. Filled with rage, he then pierced Bhima 
himself with innumerable shafts in that battle. Endued with great might, 
Bbima then, after bis bow had been cut off, hurled a dart at Aswatthaman'a 
car, having whirled it previously with great impetuosity. The son of Drona, 
displaying the lightness of his Lands in tka: encounter, quickly cut off, by 
means of sharp shafts, that dart os it coursed towards bim with the splendour of 
a blazing brand, Meanwhile the terrible Vrikodora, Liking up a very strong 
bow, and smiling the while, began to pierce the son of Drona with many 
arrows, Then Drona's son, O monarch, with a straight shaft, pierced the 
forehead of Bhima’s driver. The latter, deeply pierced by the mighty ion 
of Drona, fell into a swoon. 0 king, abandoning the reins of the steeds. 
The driver of Bbima’s car having fallen into a swoon, tbe needs, 0 king, began 
to fly away with great speed, in the very sight of all tbe bowmen. Beholding 




494 



mahabharata 



Bhima carried away from the field of battle by those running steeds, the 
unvarsquisbed Aswatthaman joyfully blew his huge conch. Beholding Bhima- 
sena borne away from the field, a!l the Panchalai, inspired with fcaT, abandoning 
the car of DhrisbUdyumna, fled away on every tide Then Drona's non, 
shooting his shafts fiercely, pursued those broken troops, causing a great 
carnage among than. Thus slaughtered in battle by the eon of Drona, those 
Kibatriyas fled away in all directions from fear of that warrior.' 

Sanjaya raid, — ‘Beholding that force broken, Kunli’s ion Dhananjaya of 
immeasurable soul proceeded against Aswatthamon from desire of slaying him. 
Those troops then, O king, rallied with effort by Govinda and Arjuca, stayed on 
the field of battle. Only Vibhatsu, supported by the Somakas and the Matsvas, 
shot his arrows at the Kauruvas and checked their onset* Quickly approaching 
Aswatthaman, that gTeat bowman having the mark of the lion's tail on his 
banner, Arjun.i addressed him, saying, — Show me now the might tbou hast, 
the energy, the knowledge, and the manliness, that are in thee, as also thy 
affection for the Dnartarashtras and thy haired for us, and the highest mettle 
of which thou art capable I Even Prishata’s son that slayer of Drona, will 
quell thy pride today ! Come now and encounter the Panchala prince, that 
hero resembling the Yuga fire and like the Destroyer himself with Govinda l 
Thou displayest thy pride in battle, but I shall quell that pride of thine 1* 

“Dhritarashtra said,— The preceptor's son, O Sanjaya, is possessed of 
might and worthy of respect ! He beareth great love to Dhananjaya and the 
high-souled Dhananjaya also loveth him in return I Vibhatsu had never 
addressed Drona’s son before in this way ! Why then did the son of Kunti 
address hii friend in such words ?' 

•'Sanjaya laid,— "Upon the fall of the youthful prioce of die Chedis, of 
Vrihatkshatra of Punt's cacc, and of Sudarcinx the chief of the Malavas, who 
was well-accomplished in the science of arms, and upon the defeat of 
DhrisbUdyumna and Satyaki and Bhima, and feeling great pain and touched 
to the quick by those words of Vudhishtbira, and remembering all his former 
woes, O lord, Vibhatsu, in consequence of hii gnef, felt such wrath rise within 
him that he bad never experienced its like before. It was for this that, like 
a vulgar person, he addressed the preceptor's son who was worthy of every 
respect, in such unworthy, indecent, bitter, and harsh language. Addressed, 
from wrath, in such harsh and cruel words by Partha, O king, Drona'a son, 
that foremost of all mighty bowmen, became highly angry with Partha and 
especially with Krishna. The valiant Aswatlhaman then, staying resolutely on 
his car, touched water and invoked the Agntya weapon incapable of being 
resisted by the very goda Aiming at all his visible and invisible foe*, the 
preceptor’s son, that slayer of hostile horoea, inspired with mantras a bloaing 
shaft possessed of the effulgence of a smokeless fire, and let it off on all aides, 
filled with rage Dense showers of arrows then issued from it in the welkin. 



1 adopt the Bombay reading.— T, 
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Endued with fiery flames. those arrows encompassed Part lu on all sides. 
Meteors flashed down from the firmament. A thick gloom suddenly shrouded 
the (Pandara) host. All the points of the compass also were enveloped hy 
that darkness. Rakshashc t and PUaihai t crowding together, uttered fierce 
cries. Inauspicious winds began to blow. The Sun himself no longe gave 
any beat. Ravens fiercely croaked on ail sides. Clouds roared in the welkin, 
showering blood. Birds and beasts and kinc, and Munis of high vows and 
souls under complete control, became exceedingly uneasy. The very 
elements seemed to be perturbed. The Sun seemed to Cum. The universe, 
scorched with heat, seemed to be in a fever. The elephants and 
other creatures of the land, scorched by the energy of that weapon, 
ran in fright, breathing heavily and desirous of protection agiinst that 
terrible force. The very waters being heated, the creatures residing in 
that element, O BbaraU, became exceedingly uneasy and seemed to burn. 
From all the point* of the compass, cardinal and subsidiary*, from the 
firmament and the very F.arrb, showers of sharp and fierce arrows fetl and 
issued, with the impetuosity of Garuda or the wind. Struck and burnt by 
those shafts of Aswatbaman that were all endued with the impetuosity of the 
thunder, the hostile warrior* fell down like trees burnt down by a raging fire. 
Huge elephants, burnt by that weapon, fell down on the Earth all around, 
uttering fierce cries loud as those of the cloudi. Other huge elephants, 
scorched by that fire, ran hither and thither, and roared aloud in rear, as if 
in the midst of a forest conflagration, Tne steeds, O king, and the cars also, 
burnt by the energy of that weapon, looked, O sire, like the top of trees 
burnt m a forest fire. Thousands of cars fell down on all sides Indeed, O 
Bhaxaca, it seemed tbat tbe divino ford Agm burnt the (Pandava) host in 
that battle, like tbe SenVarta fire consuming everything at the end of the 
Yuga" 

“Beholding tbe Pandava army thus burning in that dreadful battle, 
thy soldiers, 0 king, filled with joy, uttered leonine shout*. Indeed, the 
combatants, desirous of victory and filled with Joy, speedily blew thousands 
of trumpets, O Bbarau, of diverse kinds. Darkness hating enveloped the 
world during that fierce battle, the entire Panduva army, with Savyasachm, 
the son of Panu, could not be seen. We had never before, O king, 
heard of or seen the like of that weapon which Droiu's son created 
in wrath on that occasion. Then Arjuna, O king, invoked into existence 
the BraAna weapon, capable of baffling every other weapon, as ordained 
by the Lotus-born (Brahman) himself. Within a moment that darkness 
was dispelled. Cool winds began to blow, and all the points of tbe 
compass became clear and bright. We then beheld a wonderful sight, viu. 
a full Akskautdni {of tbe Pandava Hoops) laid low. Burnt by the energy 
of Aswaithaman’s weapon, tbe forms of the slain could not be distinguished. 
Then those two heroic and mighty bowmen, ms., Kcsava and Arjuna, 
freed from tbat darkness, were seen together, like tbe Sun and tbe Moon 
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in the firmament. Indeed, the wielder oi GantUva and Kesava were 
both unbounded. Equip! with its banners and sUndard and steeds, 
with its Anuka/ska uninjured, and with ail the mighty weapons stored 
on it remaining uninjured, that car, so terrible to thy warriors, freed 
from that darkness, sbone resplendent on the field. And soon there 
arose diverse sounds of life mingled with the blare of concbs. and the 
beat of drums, front among the Pandava troops filled with joy. Both hosts had 
thought that Kewva and Arjuna had perished. Beholding Kesava and 
Arjuna, therefore, (freed from that dak ness and the energy of that 
weapon), and seeing them reappear so quickly, the Pandivas were filled 
with }oy, and the Kauravaa with wonder. Uowounded and full of cheerfulness, 
those two heroes blew their excellent concha Indeed, seeing the Partitas 
filled with Joy, thy wldicn became exceedingly melancholy. Seeing those two 
highsouled ones <**., Kesava and Arjuna), freed (from the energy of his 
weapon) the son of Droru became very cheerless. For a moment be reflected 
0 sire, on what had happened. And hiving reflected, O king, he became 
filled with anxiety and grief. Breathing long and hot sighs, he became 
exceedinly cheerless. Laying aside his bow then, the son of Drona speedily 
alighted from bis car, and saying.— #A A Bury thi*g is untnu J— be ran 
away from the fight- On his way he met Vyasa, the abode of Saraswati, 
the compiler of the Fta*. the habitation of those scriptures, unstained 
by sin, and of the hue of rain-charged clouds. Beholding him, tint 
perpetuater of Kuru's race, standing on his way, the 90H of Drona, 
with voice choked in grief, and like one exceedingly cheerless, saluted 
him and said— O sire, 0 sire, Ls this an illusion, or is it a cappricc 
(on the part of the weapon) I I do not know what it is ! Why, indeed, 
hath my weapon become fruitless ? What breach (has there been in the 
method of invocation)? Or, is it something abnormal, or, is it a victory 
OTcr Nature {achieved by the two Krisbnas) since they are yet alive ? It 
seems that Time is irresistible ! Neither Asuras, nor Gandh9rvas 9 nor Pisatkas t 
nor Rakstouis, nor Vragn^ Yakshas t and birds, nor human beings, car 
venture to baffle this weapon shot by me I This fiery weapon however having 
slain only one AkthavhM of troops, bath been pacified ! This exceed- 
ingly fierce weapon shot by me is capable of slaying all creatures 1 For 
what reason tl en could it not slay Kesava and Arjuna both of whom arc 
endued with the attributes of humanity ? Asked by me, O holy one, 
answer me truly 1 O great muni t I desire to hear all this in detail I— 

M •Vyasa said, — Of high significance is this matter that thou cnquiTest of 
me from surprise I 1 will tell thee everything, listen attentively I He that 
is called Narayana is older thin the oldest ones. For accomplishing some 
purpose, that Creator of the universe took bis birth as the son of Dfaarau. 
On the mountains of Hiauvat he underwent the severest ascetic auster- 
ities. Endued with mighty energy, and resembling fire ot the Sun (in 
vpfcndour), be stood there with arms upraised- Possessed of eyes 
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like lotus petals, he emaciated himself there for six and sixty thousand 
years, subsisting all the while upon air alone- Once more undergoing 
severe austerities of another kind for twice that period, he filled the space 
between Earth and heaven with his energy. When by those austerities, 
O sire, he became like Brahm he then beheld Master, Origin, and 
Guardian of the Universe, the Lords of all the gods, the Supreme Deity, 
who is exceedingly difficult of being gazed at, who rs minuter than the 
minutest and larger than the largest, who is called AWm.t who is the 
Lord of all the superior ones, who is called Hara and Sonibhu, who has 
matted lor as on his bead, who is the inf user of life into every form, who 
is the First cause of all immobile and mobile things who h irresistible 
and of frightful aspect, who is of fierce wrath and great soul, who it 
the All-destroyer, and of large heart ; who’ barcth the celestial bow and 
a couple of quivers, who is cased in gulden armour, and whose 
energy is infinite, who holdeth Hnak a t who n armed with thunderbolt, 
blazing trident, battle-axe, mace, and a large sword ; whore eye brows aru 
fair, whose locks are matted, who wieldetb the heavy shun club, who 
hath the moon on his forehead, who is cJad in tiger skin, and who is 
armed with the bludgeon ; wbo is decked with beautiful an&adaf 9 who 
hath snakes for bis sacred thread, and wbo is surrounded by diverse 
creatures of the universe and by numerous ghosts and spirits ; who is 
the One ; who is the abode of asceoc austerities, and who is highly 
adored by persona of venerable age ; who is Water, Heaven, Sky, Earth, 
Sun, Moon, Wind, and Fire, and who h the measure of the duration of 
the universe. Persons of wicked behaviour can dcvct obtain a sight of 
that unborn one, that slayer of all haters of Brahiuams, that giver of 
emancipation.! Only Brahiuanas of righteotn conduct, when cleansed of 
their sins and freed from the control of grief, behold him with their 
mind's eye. In consequence of his ascetic austerities, Naxayana obtained 
a sight of that unfading one, that embodiment of righteousness, that 
adorable one, that Being having the universe for his form. Beholding that 
supreme abode of all kinds of splendour, that god with a garland of 
Akshas round his neck, Vasudeva, with gratified soul, became filled with 
dchght which he sought to express by words, heart, understanding, and 
body. Then Narayana worshipped that Divine Lord, that First cause of 
the Universe, that giver of boons, that puissant one sporting with the 



♦ Nikantha explains this to mean that when he became unconnected 
with world, firing superior to everything connected with die world.— T. 

t The terrible.— T. 

♦ Amritasy* yen in, literally, the origin or cause uf immortality, i, e . he 
from whom immortality springs. Hence, as explained by Nilakantha, the 
phrase means the source of salvation, for those only that are emancipate 
become immortal as the Supreme Soul itself-— T. 
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fair-limbed Farvaii, that high-fouled Being surrounded by large binds of 
ghosts, spirits, that Unborn one, that supreme Lord, tbit embodiment 
of the Unroanifest, that Essence of all causes, that one of Unfading power. 
Having saluted Rudra, that destroyer of the Asura Andbaka, the lotus-eyed 
Karayanj, with devotion filling his heart, began to praise the Thrte-eycd 
one (in these words) 0 adorable one, O first of all the geds, the creator of 
everything, (ns., the Praj.ifa/ii) who are tbc regents of the world, and who, 
having entered the Earth,— thy nrrt work,— had, O lord, protected it before, 
have all sprung from thee 1 Gods Aiuras, Nagai t PakihaM, Pirachas $ human 
beings, birds, Gandhartas, Yahshas and other creatures with the entire 
Universe, we know, have all sprang from thee I Everything that is done for 
propitiating Indra, and Vania, and Vanina, and Kuvera and Pitrii and Tashtri, 
and .Soma, is really offered to thee ! Form and light, sound and sky, wind 
and touch, taste and water, scent and earth,* Time, Biatman himself, the 
V$d at, the A’/i I'irttiMitJ and ail these mobile objects, have sprung from thee 1 
Vapours rising from diverse receptacles of water, becoming rain-drops, which 
falling upon the Earth, are separated from one another. When the time 
of the Universal dissolution cornea, those individual drop*, separated 
from one another, once more unite together and make the 
Earth one vast expanse of water. He that is learned, thus observing the 

origin and the destruction of all things, understand* thy Oneness ) Two 

birds, (tvs., /jsntffi and /itw), four Aiwatihax with their wordy branches, 
(n'ju, the Vcd<u\ the seven guardians (tis., the five essences or elements and 
the heart and the understanding,) and the ten others that hold this city (ws., 
the ten semes that constitute the body), have all been created by thcc, but 
thou art itparate from and independent of them ! The Past* the Future, 
and the Present, over each of which none can have ai-y tway, are from thee, 
as also the seven worlds and this Universe. I am thy devoted adorer, be 
graceful unto me 1 Do not injure me, by causing evil thoughts to penetrate 
my heart I Tbou art the Soul of souls, incapable of being known. He that 

knows thee as the Universal Seed attaincih to Brahma, Desiring tu pay 

the respects, I am praising thee, endeavouring to ascertain thy real nature, 
O thou that art incapable of being understood by the very gods. Adored 
by me, grant roe the boons 1 desire but which are difficult of acquisition I 
Do not hide thyself in thy illusion Ij— 

u *Vyasa continued, — The blue-throated god of inconceivable soul, that 
weildcr of FUaka, that divine Lard ever praised by the Rishis, then gave 
boons unto Vasudeva who deserved them all The great God said,— 10 
Narayana, through my grace, amongst men, gods, and Gandkarvas , thou 
shall be of immeasurable might and sou! ! Neither gods, nor Asaras, 
nor great Uragas % nor Pisachat. nor Gandhatvas % nor men, nor 

* / r., the five attributes prcccivablc by tb* five senses, with the five 
objects ut Nature with which they are directly connected or in which they 
roaoLtcn themselves.—' T. 
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Rakshasas, nor birds, nor A'afas, nor any creatures in the Universe, shall 
ever be able to bear thy prowess! No one amongst even the celestials shall 
be able to vanquish thee in battle 1 Through my grace, none shall ever be 
able to cause thee pain by reipon or thunder-bolt or with any object that is* 
wet or dry, or with any mobile or immobile thing ! Thou shalt be superior 
to myself if thou ever goert to Utile with roc I— Thus were these boons acqui- 
red by Saurin in days of yore. Even that god now walketh the Eanh (as 
Vasudeva), beguiling the universe by his illusion. From Narayana's asceticism 
was born a great Afusd of the name of Nara, equal to Narayana himself. Know 
that Arjuna is none else than that Nam ! Those two RisAir, said to be older 
than the oldest gods, take their births in every Yuga for subserving the pur- 
poses of the world. Thyself alas, O thou of great heart, hast been born as 
a portion of Rudra, by virtue of all thy religious acts and as a consequence 
of high ascetic austerities, endued with great energy and wrath. Thou 
wert (in a former life) endued with gieat wisdom and equal to a god l 
Regarding the universe to consist only of Muhadera, thou hadst emaciat- 
ed thyself by diverse tows from desire of gratifying that god. Assuming 
the form of n very superior person, that blared with splendour, thou 
hast, O giver of honors, worshipped the great god with manfras, with 
hama } and with offerings. Thus adored by thee in thy former life, the 
great god became gratified with thee, and granted thee numerous boons, 
O learn d one, that thou hadst cherished in thy heart Like Ketara’s and 
Arjuna's* thy birth, acts, and ascetic austerities, are superior also I Like 
them, in thy worship, thou hast, in every Yuga % adored tlsc great god in 
his Phallic form. This Kesava is that devoted worshipper of Rudra who 
has sprang from Rudra himself ? Kcsava always worships the Lord Siva, 
regarding his Phallic emblem to be the origin of the Universe. Iri 
Kcsava is always present that knowledge in consequence ol which he views 
the Identity of Brahman with the universe, and that other knowledge by 
which the Past, the Present and the Future, the near and the remote, is 
all seen as If the whole were before his eyes. The gods, the Siddkat 
and the great Riskis, adore Kcsava for obtaining that highest object in 
the universe, pis., Mahadeva. Keiava is the Creator of everything. The 
Eternal Krishna should be adored with sacrifices. The Lord Keaava 
always worshiped Siva in the Phallic emblem as the origin of all creatures. 
'The god having the bull for hn mark cheri'Hetb greater regard for 
Kesava.]— 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Hearing these words of Vyasa, Drona’s son, that 
mighty car-warrior, bowed unto Rudra and regarded Kesava as worthy of 
the highest regards. Having his soul under complete control, lie beramc 
filled with delight, the marks whereof appeared on his body. Bowing 
unto the great Riski, Aswatthaman then, casting his eyes on the (Kuru) 
army, caused it to be withdrawn (for nightly rest). Indeed, when, afteT 
the fall of Drona, the cheerless Kurus retired from the field, the Pandavas 
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also, O monarch, caused their array to be withdrawn. Haring fought for 
five day* and caused an immense carnage, that Brahman* woll-rencd in 
the Vedat, ns., Drona, repaired, 0 king, to the region of Brahman !' " 



SECTION CC1I I. 

"Dhritnrashua said,— ''Upon the « laughter of Adrgtks, vis., Drona, by 
PrishaU’r son, wlut did my sons and the Pandava* next do ?’ 

"$an jay* said,—' 14 After the rout of the Kuru army, upon the slaughter 
of that Afiratha, vis., Drona, by Prishata* son, Dhananjaya the son of 
Kunti, beholding n wonderful phenomenon in connection with his own 
victory, asked Vy.ua, O hull of Bharata's race, who came thither in course 
of his wanderings, uying-0 great RitM, while l was engaged in slaying 
the foe in Ivatile, with showers of bright shafts, I continually beheld before 
me, proceeding in advance of my car, a person of blaring hue, as if 
endued with the effulgence of fire. Withersoever he proceeded with his 
uplifted lance, all the hostile warriors were *<en to break before him. 
Broken in reality by him, people regarded ths foe to lure been broken 
by me, Following m his wake, I only destroyed those already destroyed 
by him. O holy one, tell me who was that foremost of persons, armed 
with lance, resembling the Sun himself in energy, that was thus seen by 
me ? He did not touch the Earth with his foet, not did he hurl his 
lance even once. In consequence of his energy, thousands of lances iasuod 
out of tint one lance held by him I— 

* “Vym mid, — Tnuu h»st, 0 Arjuna, seen Sankara, that First cause 
iron) which have sprung the Prajafati*. that puissant Being endued with 
*reat energy, he that is the embodiment of heaven. Earth and Sky, the 
Divine Lord, the protector of the universe, the great Master, the giver of 
boons, called also haw 1 0, seek the protection of that boon-giving 
Deity, that lord of the universe I He is called Mahadtva (the Supreme 
Deity}, of Supreme Soul, the one only I-ord, with matted locks (on head) 
the abode of mspiciousness. Of three eye* and mighty arms, he is called 
Rudra, with his locks tied in the shape of a crown, and his body attired 
in skins. That boon-giving lord of die universe, that Supreme Deity, is 
also called Hara and Srkaau. He is the foremost of every being in the 
universe, he i* incapable of being vanquished ; be is the delighter of the 
universe and its Supreme tuler. The first cause, the light and refuge of 
the universe, lie is ever victorious. The Soul and the Creator of the 
universe, ar.d having the universe for his form, lie is possessed of great 
lame. The Lord of the universe, and it* great Ruler, that puissant one 
is aho the master of all actions. Called also Sami hi t he is Self-born, 
he is the lord of all creature*, and the origin of the Past, the Future, 
and the Present. He is Yaga and the lord of Yaga ; he is called Sarta, 
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and it the Lord of all ihe worlds. He it superior to everything. The 
foremost of everything in the Universe, and the highest 0 f all, he is 
called also ParamfSfkin. The Ordainer of the three worlds, he is the 
sole refuge of the three worlds. Incapable of bang vanquished, he it 
the Protector of the universe, and above (the necessity of) birth, decay, 
and death. The soul of knowledge, incapable of being compassed by know- 
ledge, and the highest of all knowledge, he is unknowable. Through grace, 
he givelh unto his worshippers the boons they desire. Thu Lord hath for 
his companions celestial beings of diverse forms, some of whom are dwarfs, 
some having matted locks, aome with bald heads, some with short necks, some 
with large stomachs, some with huge bodies, some pessessed o f great 
strength, and some of long ears. All of them, O Pirtha, have deformed 
faces and mouths and legs, and strange attires. That Supreme Deny, called 
Mntudcva, is worshipped by followers that are even such. Even that 
Siva, O son, endued with such energy, pcocecdcth through kindness, in advance 
of thee ! la that fierce battle, O Part ha, making tbs very hair stand on end, 
who else, 0 Arjuna, than the divine Mabeswara, that foremost of all bowmen, 
that deity of divine forms, could even in imagination venture to vanquish that 
force which was protected by those great sruiters and bowmen, vis , Aswattha- 
man and Kama and Kripa ? None can venture to stay before the warrior that 
hath Maheswara walking before him I There is no being in the three 
world* that is equal to him ! At the very scent of the enraged Mabadeva, 
foes in battle tremble and become senseless and fall in Urge numbers. 
For this the gods in Heavens adore and bow to him. Those men in 
this world and those other men of pious conduct, that devoutly worship 
the boon-giving, divine, and auspicous Rudra, obtain happiness here and 
attain to the highest state hereafter. O son of Kunti, bow unto him that 
is peace, unto him calleJ Rudra, of blue throat, exceedingly subtil?, and 
of great effulgence, unto him called Aa/^rJJin, him that is terrible, him 
that of tawny eyes, him that is boon -giving ; unto that great ordainer, 
of red locks, and righteous conduct; unto him that always does auspicious 
acts ; unto him that is an object of desire, him that ts of uwny eyes, 
him that is called Sihanu ; him that is called Purutka ; unto him that is 
of uwny hair, him that is bald, him that is exceedingly subtile and of 
great effulgence ; unto him that is the giver of light, him that is the 
embodiment of all sacred waters, him that is the God of gods, and him 
that is endued with great impetuosity ; unto him that is of manifest form, 
him that is called S*rva, him that is of agreeable* attire ; unto him that 
has an excellent head gear, him that is of handsome face, him that is 
of a thousand eyes, him that is the giver of ram ; him that has the 
mountains for his habitation, him that is Peace, him that is the Protector, 
him that bad barks of trees for )U attire; him whose arms are decked 
with ornaments of gold, him who is fierce, him that is the lord vl all the 
the points of the compass ; him that is the lord of the clouds and of 




MAHABHARATA 



5 <>» 

ail created beings, him that is the lord of all trees and of all Vine , him that lias 
hif’.body shrouded with trees ; him wlio is the celestial general issimo, him 
who inspires all thought ; him who has die sacrifcial laddie in his land, 
him who is blazing, h;m who wields the bow, him who is Rama's self ; 
him who has diverse forma, him who is the lord of the universe, him 

who had the mun/a grass for his ottire ; him who has a thousand heads, 

a thousand eyes, a thoutind arms, and a thousand legs ! O son of Kuriti, 
seek tbc protect on of that boon-giving Lord of the universe, that lord of 
Vma^ that sod of three eye*, that destroyer of Dak ilia's sacrifice ; that 
guardian of all created things that being who is always cheerful, that 
protector of all beings, that god of unfading glory ; that one with nutted 
locks, that mover of ail superior beings, that one whose navel is like 
that of a bull and who luth the bull for his mark ; that one who it 
proud like the ball, who is the kird of bulls, who is represented by the 
horns of tho bull, and who is the bull of bulls : that one who hath the 
inage of the bull on his banner, who is liberal to all righteous persons, 

who can be approached by »*. i only, and whose eyes are like those of 

a bull ; who owneth very superior weapons, who hath Vishnu himself for 
hij arrow, who is the embodiment of righteousne;* ; and who Is called 
Mabeswara ; who is of vast stomach, and vast body ; who hath a leopard’s 
skin for his scot, who is the lord of the worlds who is bald, who is devoted to 
Brahma and who loveth Brohmanas ; who is armed with tbc trident, who is 
boon-giviDg, who wieldeth the swotd and the shield, and who is highly 
auspicious ! who viledeth the bow called finaka* who is divested of the 
battle axe ;• and ®ho is the protector and tord of the universe ! I place 
myself in tho hands of th it divine t/ird, that grantor of protection, that god 
attired in deer ikins ! Salutations to tlat Lord of the celestials who hath 
Vaisravana for his friend I Salutations ever to him of excellent vows to him 
who hath excellent how men lor his companions, to him who himself wieldeth 
the how, to that god with whom the bow is a favorite weapon, who is himself 
the shaft impelled by the bow ; who is the bowstring and live bow, and the 
preceptor teaching the use of the bow 3 SaluUt-ons to the god whose 
weapons are fierce, and who is the foremost of all the gods. Salutations 
to him of diverse forms, tn him who hath many bowmen around him ! 
Salutations over to him who is called S/hana and who has a large number of ex- 
cellent bowmen tor his companions 1 Salutation to him who destroyed the 
tripCe city 1 Salutations to him who slew (the Aiura) Bloga 3 Silutations 
to him who is the lord of trees and of men 3 Saluutions to him who is the 
lord of the (celestial; Mothers, and of those tribes of spirits known by tho 
name of Ganas I Salutations ever to him who is the lord of ktne 
and of sacrifices ! Salutations ever him to who is the lord of waters and 
the lord of the gods, who is the destroyer of Surya's teeth, who is of 
three eyes, who is the graniur of boons ; who is called ifara, who is blue- 

♦ Having given it away to Rama, his disciple. — T* 
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throated, and who is of golden locks ! I will now tell thee, according to my 
knowledge and ns I bare heard of them, all the divine deeds of Mahadeva of 
supreme wisdom. If Mahadeva becomes angry, neither gods, not Aiuras nor 
GatutAarvas, nor AaksAasas, t\t n if they hide themselves in deep caves, can 
have peace I In days of yore, Daksba, for performing a sacrifice, had 
collected the necessary articles. Mahadeva destroyed that sacrifice in wrath. 
Indeed, he became very stern un that occasion. Shooting an arrow frum his 
bow, he LtteTed terrible roars. The celestials ihe r . became filled with anxiety 
and fright. Indeed, when Mahadeva became angry and the Sacrifice (in Us 
embodied form) fled away, the gods became exceedingly frightened at the 
twang of Mahadeva* s ho* md the sound of his palms. The geds and A sura 
all fell down and submitted to Mahadeva. Ail the waters swelled up in 
agitation, and the Eirtb trembled. The mountains split, and all the points 
of the compass and the Wa^at became stupified. The universe, enveloped 
in a thick darkness, could no longer be seen. The splendour of all luminaries 
with tlie Sun was destroyed. The Kishis, filled with fear, bccaowj agitated, 
and desirous of their own good as also of all creatures, performed propitiatory 
rites. Surya war then ratin' tbc principal sacrificial oblation. Smilingly 
Sankara approached hiui and tore out bis teeth. The gods then, humbling 
themselves to him, fled away, trembling. Once more Mahadeva aimed at tbe 
god* a shower of blazing and keen arrows resembling fUmcs of fire mixed with 
smoke, or clouds with lightning. Beholding that arrowy shower, all the gods 
bowing down unto Maheswara, assigned to Rudra a substantial share in sacri- 
fices. In fright, tbe sod*, O prince, sought bis protection. His wrath being 
dipcllod, tbc great god then re-esubliibed tbe lacrifioe. The god* that had 
fled away came back. Indeed, they are to this day afraid of Malieewara. 
Formerly tbe valiant A suras lad, in heaven, three cities. Each of those 
cities was excellent and large. One was made of iron, another of silver, and 
the third of gold. The golden city belonged to Kanialsksha. the silver city to 
Tarakaksha, and tbe third, made of rron. had Vidyunmafin for its lord. With all 
his weapons, Maghavat (Indra) was unable to make any impression on those 
cities. Afflicted (by t!ie Asuras), all the gods sought tbc protection of Rudra. 
Approaching him, all the gods with Vasava at their bead, said. — These terrible 
dwellers of the trippie city have received boons from Brahman I Filled with 
pride in consequence of those boons, they are greatly afflicting the universe. 
O Lord of the gud of gods, none, save thee, is competent to day them ! 
Therefore, O Mahadeva, slay these enemies of the gods ! O Rudra, creatures 
slain in every sacrifice shall then be thine ! — O lord of tbe universe, I will 
overthrow these Thus addressed by the gods, Mahadeva thus 

accepted their request, moved by tbc desire of benefiting them. And Hara 
made the two mountains, fir., Gindhaiuadaiu and Viodhya, the tiro bvnboo 
poles of bis car. And Sankara made the Btfth with her oceans and furests his 
battle car. And tbc three eyed deity made that prince <A snakes, w*„ Scsha, the 
AksA*, of that car. And that gud oi gods, tbe wielder of /iwaitf.made the Moon 
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and Sun the two wheels of that vehicle. And the Iripplc-cvcd Lord nude 
Elaputra and Pushpadanta, the two pins of the yoke. And the valiant 
Mahadeva nude the Malaya mountaius the yoke, and the great Takshaka the 
suing for lying the yoke to the poles, and the creature* about him the traces 
of the tteeds. And Maheswara nude the four Mas his four steed*. And 
that lord of the three world* made the supplementary Mas the 
bridle-bits. And Mahadeva made GsQtri and Savitri the riens, the syllable On 
the whip and Brahman the driver. And making the Mandara mountains 
the how, Vasuki the bowstring, Vishnu hi* excellent shaft, Agnt the arrow- 
head, and Vyau the two wings of that shaft, Yama the leathers in its 
tail. Lightning the whetting stone, and Meru the *tandard, Siva, riding 
on that excellent car which was composed of all the celestial forces, 
proceeded for the destruction of the triple city. Indeed, Sthanu, that 
foremost of smilers, that Destroyer of Asuras. that handsome warriors 
of immeasurable prowess, adored by the celestial*, O Partha, and by 
Xishis possessing wealth of asceticism, caused an excellent and unrivalled 
array called after his own name, and stood immovable for a thousand 

years. When, however the three cities came together in the firmament, 

the lord Mahadeva pierced them with that terrrible shaft of his, consisting 
of three knoti The Danavas were unable to gate that shaft inspired 
with the Yu/<i fire and compossed of Vishnu and Soma. While the 
tripplc city commenced to burn, the goddess Parvati repaired thither to 

behold the sight. She lud then on her Up, a child having a bald head 

with five clumps of hair on it. The goddess asked the deities as to who that 
child was. Sakra, through ill feeling endeavoured to strike that child with his 
thunderbolt The divine lord Mahadeva (for the child was none other), 
smiling, quickly paralysed the'arra of the enraged Sakra. Then the god Sakra 
with his arm paralysed, accompanied by all the celestials, speedily repaired 
to the lord Brahman of unfading glory. Bowing unto him with their 
heads, they addressed Brahman with joined hands and said, — Some 
wonderful creature, 0 Brahman, lying on the lap of Parvati, in the the 
form of a child, was beheld by us but not saluted ! XVe have all been 
vanquished by him I We, therefore, desire to ask thee as to who he 
may be I Indeed, that boy, without fighting, hath with the greatest ease 
vanquished us all with Purandara at our head I— Hearing these words of 
their, Brahman, that foremost of all persons acquainted with ffrahm.t, 
reflected for a moment and understood that boy of immeasurable energy 
to be none else than the divine Sambhu. Addressing then those foremost 
of celeitials wiih Sakra at tbeir head. Brahman said,— [That child is the 
divine Ham, the Lord of the entire mobile and immobile Universe. There 
is nothing superior to Maheswara. That Being of immeasurable splendour 
who was beheld by you all with Uma, that divine lord, lud assumed the 
form of a child for Uma’s sake. Let us all go unto him ! That divine and 
illustrious one is the Supreme Lord of the world. Ye gods, ye could not 
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recognise that mister of tbe Universe !— Then ill the gods with the Grandsirc 
reputed to that child endued with tbe effulgence of the morning Sun. 
Beholding Maheswara, and knowing that he was the Supreme Being, the 
the Grandsire Brahman thus adored him Thou an Sacrifice, O lord, thou an 
tbe stay and refuge of the Universe ! Tiwu art Bbava, thou art Vlahadeva, 
thou art the abode (of all things), and thou art the highest refuge ! This 
whole universe with its mobile and immobile creatures, is pervaded by thee ! 
O holy one, O lord of the Past and the Future, O lord of tbe world, O 
protector of the Universe, let Sakra, afflicted with thy wrath, have thy 
grace !}— 

• l ‘Vym continued,— Hearing these words of the lotus-born Brahman, 
Maheswara became gratified Desirous of extending his grace, he laughed 
aloud. Tbe celestials then gratified (with praise) both Uma and Rudra. 
The arm of tbe thunder-wielding Sakra resumed its natural state. That 
foremost one of all the gods, tba; Destroyer of Daksba’s sacrifice, that divine 
lord haring the hull for his sign, became gratified with the gods. He is 
Rudra, he is Siva, he is Agni, he it Everything, and he hath knowledge of 
Everything, He is Indra he is the Wind, he is the twin Aswins, and he is 
the lightning. He is Bbava, he is Parjanya^ he is Mihadcva, he is sinless, 
lie is the Moon, be is Isana, he is Surya, he is Varans. He is Kola* 
he is AniaMo, he is Mri(yu t be is Yarn*.* He is the Day, and he is the 
Night He is tbe Fortnight, he is the Month, he is the Seasons. He 
is the morning and evening Twilights, he is the Year, He is Dbatri, ho is 
Vidb&tri, he is the Soul of the universe, and he is the doer of all acts in 
the universe. Though himself without body, he it is who is tbe embodied 
celestial. Endued with great splendour he is adored and praised by all 
tbe gods. He is One, He is many, he is hundred thousand. Brahma nas 
versed in the Vedas say that lie hath two forms. These are the terrible 
and the auspicious. Thcte two forms again are multifarious. His auspicious 
forms are water. Light, and the moon. Whatever is highly mysterious in 
the several branches of tbe Vidas, in the Upaniskadi % in the Pkninas, and 
in those sciences that deal with the soul, is that god, 011., Maheswara. 
Mabadeva is even such. That god is again without birth. All the 
attributes of that god are not capable of being enumerated by me, even if, O 
son of Pandu, I were to recite them continually for a thousand years. Even 
unto those that are afflicted by all tbe evil planets, even unto those that are 
stained with every sin, that great protector, if they seek him, is gratified with 
them and granteth them salvatiun ! He gcanteth, and again taketb away, life 
and health and prosperity and wealth and diverse kinds of objects of desire. 
The prosperity is his that is seen in Indra and otheT gods. He is ever engaged 
in the good and evil of men in this world. In consequence of his supremacy, 



* All these terms imply Death 01 the Desuoycr.— T. 
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be can always obtain whatever objects he desires. He is called Maheswara and 
is the lord of even the laprerae odes* In many forms of many kinds he 
pervadeth the universe. The mouth which that god has is in the Ocean. It 
is well known that mouth, assuming the iorm of a mare 1 * Head, drinketh the 
sacrificial libation in the stupe o i water. This god always dwelleth in crema- 
toriums. Men worship that Supreme lord in that place where none but the 
courageous can go. Many are the blaring and terrible forms of this god that 
men speak of and worship in the world. Many also arc the names, of truthful 
import, of this deity in all the worlds. Those names arc founded upon his 
supremacy, his omnipotence, and his acts. In the Vt&a tbc excellent hymn 
called Sata Rudriya, hath been sung in honor of that great god called lire 
infinite Rudra. That god is the lord of all wishes that are human and heavenly. 
He is omnipotent* and he is the supreme master. Indeed, that god pervadeth 
the vast universe. The Brahmanas and the Munis describe btm as the First- 
born of all creatures. He is the First of all tbc gods ; from his mouth was 
bom the wind. And since he always protecteib the creatures (of the universe) 
and sponcth with them, and since also he is the lord of all creatures, therefore 
is Ik called PamflUi. And since b is Phallic emblem is always supposed to be 
jn the observance of the vow of Brakw\ukary<i y and since he always gladdens 
the world, therefore is he called Maheswarx The Rishis, the gods, the Gandha- 
artas, and the Apsaras, always worship h:s Phallic emblem which is supposed to 
stand upright That worship makelh Mabeswara glad. Indeed, Sankara (at 
such worship) becomes happy, pleased, and highly glad. And since with 
respect to the past, the future, and the present, that god has many forms both 
mobile and immobile, be is, on that account, called Vakurufm (many-formed). 
Possessed of one eye he blaxeth forth in effulgence, or he may be regarded to 
have many eyes on every side of his body. And since, Ik posscsseth the worlds, 
he is for that reason called Sarva. And since his form is like that of smoke, 
he is for that reason called Dhurjjati. And since those deities, tit., the 
Wswidttai, are in him, he is foe that reason called Visicarvpa. And since 
three goddesses adore and have recourse to that Lord of the universe, ftis., 
Firmament, Water and Earth, be is for that reason called Tryamvaka. And 
since he always increased! all kinds of wealth and wishetb the good of mankind 
in all their acts he is for that reason called Sit a. He possesetb a thousand 
eye* or ten thousand eyes, or hath them on all sides. And since he protecietb 
this vast universe, he is for that reason called MaA&UviL And since he is 
Great and Ancient and is the source of life and of its continuance, and since 
his Phallic emblem is evcrUrting, be is for that reason called Stkam*. And 
since the solar and the lunar rays of light that appear in the world 
arc spoken of as the hair on the Tree-eyed one, he is for that Teason called 
Vyomakesa. And since, afflicting Brahman and Indra and Vanina and 
Yama and Kuvera, he destroyed! them ultimately, he is for that reason called 
Mara. And since, be is the Pa*t, the Future, and the Present, and, in fact, 
everything in the universe, and ance he is the origin of the Past, the Future, 
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And the Present, be is foi that reason called Bhava, The word Kafi is 
said to mean Supreme, and Vriih* is said 10 mean righteousness. That 
illustrious god of gods, there fort;, is called Vritkakati. And since Maheswara, 
by means of his tow eyes closed (in meditation), created through sheer force 
of will a third eye on his forehead, he is for that reason called the Tkrtt- 
tyed Whatever of unwundneas there is in the bodies of living creatures, 
and whatever o f soundness there is in them, represent that god. He is the 
wind, the vital airs called Pra*a % Afana (and the others) in the bodies of all 
creatures, including even those that are diseased. He who adorcth any 
image or the Phallic emblem of that high-sooled god, always obtain eth great 
prosperity by that act. Downwards from the two things are fiery, and half 
the body that h auspicious ** the moon. So also half his soul is fire and 
half the moon. Hii ausptciojs form, full of energy, is more blaring, than 
the forms of the god* Amongst men, his blazing and terrible form is called 
fire. With that auspicious form he practiieth Brahmatharya. With that 
other terrible form that he has, that supreme Lord desxiureiii everything 
And since be burneih, since be is keen, since be is fierce, since bo is endued 
with great prowess, and since he dcvourelh fieab and blood and marrow, he 
is for this called AWm. Even such is the deity called Mahadeva, armed 

with JHn'tku, who, 0 Parliu, was seen by tlsee, engaged in slaying thy foes in 

advance of thy car. After thou hadst vowed to sUy the ruler of the Sindhus, 
O sinless one, Krishna showed thee this god, in thy dream, sitting on the 
top of that foremost of mountains. That illustrious god proceedetb in 

advance of thee in battle. It ia he who gave theo those weapons with which 
thou didst slay the Danavas The hymn approved of by the Vedas, and 
called Sata-AuJrira, in honor of that god of gods, that ccellent, famous, life* 
en-hancing, and sacred hymn, has now, O Partita, been captained to 

thee. This hymn of four divisions, capable of accomplishing every object, is 
sacred, destructive of all sins, and competent to drive away all stains and kill 
all sorrows and all fears. The man that always listens to it succeeds in vanquish- 
ing all his foes and is highly respected in the region of Rudra. The person 
who always attentively reads or listens to the recitation of this excellent and 
auspicious account, apperuung to battle, of the illustrious deity, and who 
werships with devotion that illustrious J.ord of ihe universe, obtaineth all the 
high objects of desire, in consequence of the three -eyed God being gratified 
with him. Go and fight, 0 son of Kunti, defeat is not for thee, thcc that 
hast Janarddana on thy sadc for thy adviieT and protector ! — * 

"S&njaya aid,— ‘Having addressed Arjuna in these words, tbc son of 
Farasara, O chief of the Bbaralas, went away to llie place be came from, O 
chastiser of foes f n 
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.SECTION CCIV. 

•'Sanjaya m'hI,— “Having battled fiercely (or five days, C» l\\\, iiu. 
Brahman* <Druna> endued with snstt strength fell and rewired to tin- rc^'i.w 
of Brahman ! The (mils tl .it arh-; from a study of the V<&u arise irci.i .« 
**udy of this far?** also. The -real achievement a of brave Ksluuiyas 
ha\e been described here. He who readeth or listened! to the witaiiun 
of this Sfeam every day is freed front heinous tins and the most Alrut:i»uut> 
acts uf his life. Brahmanas may alwajs obtain hernlnini tlse fruits of ^u*rilircs. 
From this KihiUriyn* may obtain victory in fietce battle. The other orders 
(rix, Vaisyasand Sudras) may obtain desirable t- «ns and gnudtons and all 
objects of desire f? 
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